Valentine’'s Week event:

Island to Celebrate Its Tramway

The WIRE has announced Tramway Appreciation Week for

February 9-15.

Cooperating Island merchants and organizations will

sl “I Love the Tram” buttons at $5 each to benefit
The WIRE. Many Idand merchants will offer spe-
cia discountsto customerswearing an “I Lovethe
Tram” button. Vaentine's Day, Friday, February
14, will be Tram Day on Roosevelt Idand, with a
Vaentine sDancein theevening at Manhattan Park.
The WIRE has adopted an editorial position sup-
porting the Roosvelt Idand Residents Association in-

sistence on having arole in any RIOC negotiations
with the MTA regarding the Tramway. (See editorial

page.)

The Tramway Appreciation events are designed to call atten-
tionto the Tram asaRoosevelt Idandicon, and to support

the RIRA resolution.

“Thisis a chance to put resident muscle behind
two important ISland ingtitutions,” ssidWIRE As-
sociate Editor Dick Lutz, in announcing the Feb-
“It will demonstrate our
community’ sdesireto keep the Tramway strong,

and help keep The WIRE publishing.”
Fundswill beraised for The WIRE through sale
of “I lovethe Tram” buttons at $5 each. The but-
tons will be available today through February 14 at
most Idand merchants, and at the Vaentine's Dance
Friday night, February 14..

ruary 14 event.
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Assemblyman Pete Grannis, Lirbary President Suzanna Goodman, and City

Councilman Gifford Miller at last night's event

Library Reopens, Celebrates
New Plant, Bells & Whistles

TheRoosevelt Idand Library re-
opened itsdoorsthismonth after a
four-month renovation, and last
night it had a special celebration
marking that event.

State Assemblyman Pete
Granniswasthe center of attention.
He was responsible for securing
$160,000in statefundsin the 1995
State budget for Library upgrades.

The Staff of the New Y ork Pub-
lic Library Office of Branch Li-
brarieshel ped plan and executethe
Library renovation, which in-
volved changes in the physical
plant aswdl as“regularizing” the
collection of books and other ma-
teridls. Because mogt of the col-
lection had come from donations,
shelf space was reduced 25%.

TheLibrary now hasacomputer
connection to the NYPL catalog,
covering books and materials
available through NYPL, the
Queens Public Library, Brooklyn

RIOC’s Drive
to Build

Southtown
Analysis, page 9

Public Library, and other publicli-
brariesintheNew Y ork area, mak-
ing the Library a more valuable
resource for students and other Is-
land Library users.

City Councilman Gifford Miller
was also honored at last night's
celebration, singled out for praise
as having become a specid friend
of the Library.

Library President Sue Goodman
pointed out that the Library needs
volunteer help, and asked for
folunteers.

The current goal, supported by
Councilman Miller, isto makethe
Library part of the city system.

WIRE news reports are
followed up, with
background material, on
Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com

' Governor’s Budget for RI: $0

RIOC Request of Governor: $0

Roosevelt Idand’ sstate subsidy
may be athing of the past.

The Governor’s planned state
budget calls for no money to sup-
port the Island or the New York
State-created public benefit corpo-
ration which runsit, he Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC). Theldandislisted inthe

state budget, in fact, only to show
that last year's $600,000 in oper-
ating subsidy would be reduced to
zero for the coming fiscal year.
RIOC asked for no capital or
operating support from the state for
the coming year. RIOC's Presi-
dent, gubernatorial appointee Dr.
Jerome Blue, has said no state

Blue Planning
Tramway Cutback

RIOC may cut Tram hours.

In recent days, Tramway employees have been told that hours
of operation arelikely to be cut, with the 10:00 PM-6:00 AM shift
asthetarget. The Roosevelt 1dland Operating Corporation (RIOC)
scheme is reportedly based on a plan demanded by Dr. Jerome
Blue, RIOC' s President, from Tram managers.

Although Dr. Bluewasnot availablefor comment, RIOC spokes-
person Mike Greason asserted to The WIRE that the matter is cur-
rently under “just general discussion.” However, headded, “When
the [State] Comptroller tells us to do something, we don't have a
choice.” Greason was referring to a March, 1996, Audit Report
by the State Comptroller containing the recommendation, “Con-
sder reducing the hours of tram operation.”

SeeTramway, page9

An Islander’s Fight

Subway Gets Secur

Security is better at the Lexing-
ton Avenue and Island stations of
the Q ling, thanks to the efforts of
Linda Heimer of the Roosevelt Is-
land Safety Committee (RISC) and
those she recruited, cajoled, and
badgered into providing improved
facilities. The WIRE asked Linda to
describe the effort and results.

The new monitorsinstalled fac-
ing the token booths at both the
Roosevelt Island and Lexington
Avenue stations are the last leg of
aproject started in January of 1993.
It has taken years of convincing,
negotiating, fund raising, etc., but
the project is gratefully close to
completion.

Phase One included changing
and improving signage, off-hour
waiting area locations, and emer-
gency caling units. Phase Two
wasingtallation of those electronic

Website NYC10044

signs, cdled annunciators, that an-
nounce arriva of atrain, alowing
passengerstowait for trainsonthe
token booth level, and moveto the
platform only when atrainiscom-
Ing in. Benches were installed to
encourage use of the system.

In February of 1996 | was in-
cluded in agroup of 13 engineers,
architects, program managers, sig-
nal and security specialists, and
Transit Authority officials who
specked out sites for the Phase
Three closed-circuit TV system at

Ity Boost

the Lexington Avenue station. A
wide angle camera was placed in
severd tria positionsuntil themost
desirable one was found. The
printer then produced a copy of it
so the contractors could emulate
that view when installing the cam-
eras. Ittook six hours. Seeing the
architect’s drawings and discuss-
ing the many problems involved
inwiring, installation, and mainte-
nance gave me an appreciation of
the complexity of theproject. Itis
finally partially operational and
will be totally completed in 1-3
months.

Details of the TV system in-
clude:

* Thereare 3monitors(each con-
nected to avideocassette recorder)
infront of thetoken booths at both
R.l. and Lex. Ave. ations. They
constantly scroll pictures supplied
by ten cameras at the Lexington

See Subway, page 11

fundsarerequired. Othersexpress
fear that when reserves|eft by pre-
vious Island administrations are
gone, the Idand will bereduced to
operating on a hand-to-mouth ba-
sis, with no provisionfor proactive
maintenance of the seawall, the
Motorgate garage, or other key fa-
cilities. Infact, bothMotorgateand
the seawall are currently in need
of repair and maintenance.

Roosevelt Idandisowned by the
City of New York, but isleased to
New York State and operated by
RIOC, apublic benefit corporation.
The origina State plan for the Is-
land called for it to be salf-suffi-
cient - require no state subsidies -
when the number of residents
reached 20,000. That number is
currently just over 8,000.

Last fiscal year, the state's con-
tribution to the capital improve-
ment and maintenance of
Roosevelt Iand was over $5 mil-
lion. For thecurrent year, that was

Grannis:
We have plenty of
history to show that
if you don’t take
care of things, they
fall apart.

reduced to zero. The operating
subsidy was reduced from $1.5
million to $625,000.

In an August letter to Governor
George Pataki, Congresswoman
Carolyn Maloney expressed
“strong opposition” to the budget
level provided for the current year.
The Governor's answer, received
only now, presents his view that
“New Y ork Statemust re-evaluate
itsrole... and takethe steps needed
to help make the Iland self-suffi-
cient.” (Editorial, page2.)

The Governor’ sletter continues,
“I have encouraged RIOC’s
Board... to undertake a thorough
review of al Island operationsand
capital needs... to eiminate unnec-
essary costs and stimulate much
needed private investment.”

Further, the Governor’s letter
indicates that “Necessary capital
expenditures will be evaluated
within the context of RIOC’ sbud-
get process. Emergency needswill
be addressed by the RICO (sic)
Board on a case-by-case basis.”

See Budget, page 11

Come to The WIRE’s Valentine’s Day Dance Fri, Feb. 14
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Editorial Opinion

Via Pony Express?

Way back when, August 7, if one wants to be specific,
which probably is a good idea, Congresswoman Carolyn C.
Maloney wrote to Governor George Pataki raising several
issues relative to what she termed “irresponsible cuts in fund-
ing” for Roosevelt Island in the state’s 1997 budget. Obvi-
ously out of respect for us and our elected representative,
the Governor rushed out a response on December 12, some
four months later (see story, page 1).

In his reply, the Governor says that the State
must re-evaluate its role in the Island’s future
and make it self-sufficient. He says he has asked
the RIOC Board of Directors to undertake a
“thorough review of all Island operations and
capital needs in order to eliminate unnecessary
costs and stimulate much-needed private invest-
ment.” He also says he has asked Dr. Jerome Blue,
President of RIOC, and all members of his Board to examine
the Island’s General Development Plan and make recom-
mendations regarding how the plan might be amended in
order to facilitate the completion and maintenance of the
Island’s infrastructure.” (Emphasis added.)

The Governor assures our Congresswoman of kg

committment to insure the continued success of the I#land.

Since the Governor’s belated but welcome letterindicates
that Dr. Blue and the RIOC Board already have their march-
ing orders, we expect that they will step atfong smartly. Af-
ter all, the residents are the ones whoshave been waiting for
twenty years for the Island to be gempleted and live up to its
full potential. Only then can-we self-govern and call the
tunes ourselves. Let’s hopethat the short-sighted budgeteers
don’t trip us up now, for we are the ones who must face the
music.

Save The Tram,
Support The WIRE

It’s time to hold our Tram close.

RIOC President Jerome Blue may want to sell it (he’s
not saying), and the MTA just might pay RIOC $500,000 for
it. That would help Blue with a current-year budget prob-
lem, but it’s bad long-range thinking.

It’s bad long-range thinking because the Tram is one
of the strongest transportation systems in the state.
Before the subway came to Roosevelt Island, the Tram was
break-even or better. In post-subway days, the Tram has
taken in all but 30% of its operating cost - an achievement
that tops just about every other mass transit system in the
state of New York.

When Southtown is built, the Tram will once again re-
turn to break-even status, or become a money-maker.

Seen from the perspective of an ailing MTA, the Tram
should be an attractive system. But in its chronic cash-
pressed state, the MTA could one-day decide to mothball the
Tram to force traffic over to the subway. Poof - there goes
Roosevelt Island’s icon.

Meanwhile, Blue has plans to cut the Tram’s hours, an-
other small-caliber idea that saves pennies, but devalues the
Tramway. No question about it: It’s time to hold our Tram
close. So...

The WIRE is adopting the Tram for Valentine’s
Week. We've picked February 9-15 to ask all Islanders to
show their support for our venerable cable car system by
using it sometime during the week instead of the subway.
Even better: Buy a $5 “I love the Tram” button and support
publication of The WIRE at the same time.

You'll help demonstrate that residents want the Tram to
survive and remain part of the Island’s culture. And you’ll
support this newspaper, another decades-old Island institu-
tion that struggles from issue to issue on luke-warm spit
and frayed baling wire.

Take the Tram on Valentine’s Day. Please.
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island
observer

When | first cameto Roosevelt
Idand, it waslove at first flight.
When we passed thefirst tramway
tower and its extended arm disap-
peared like an iron giant dropping
aplastic toy, my stomach fell out
of its proper place for just a mo-
ment, giving in to the sensation of
floating free without support. |
have sovividamemory of that vis-
cerd reactionthat | canfed it now,
15 yearslater.

.
F

~="The Tram is now a New York

ingtitution. Anicon, liketheCity's
other great landmark structures.
But it may be threatened by a
stingy state budget and an Idand
adminigtration that jettisonsthein-
stitutional spirit of thelsland more
often than it honors our traditions.

So we think it appropriate that
this Idand institution, The WIRE,
fight for its life by honoring an-
other Idand ingtitution, the Tram.

Thus, aspecial day, Vaentine's
Day, as Tramway Appreciation
Day, and the opportunity to show
your support for your Island home,
and for Its aeria icon. Buy an |
Love the Tram button, then enjoy
the specia discounts Iland mer-
chants are offering during Tram-
way Appreciation Week, Febru-
ary 9-15. Findly, make it a point
to ride your 1dand home's Tram-
way on Valentine's Day, Friday,
February 14.

Before the subway started serv-
ing the Idand, there was a specia
fedinginridingthe Trameach day.
It was something we had to do that
nobody elsein New York did. We
werespecia, and whatever our dif-
ferences, thedaily commuteonthe
Tram bound us together. We met
friends there in near-seredipitous
circumstances. When the Tram
was too busy, we stood in line to-
gether, complaining. Andwhen it
was out of service, together we
hated being bused out to Queens
to become subway sardines.

L et’srevivethosedaysof com-
munity on Valentine sDay. Buy
your | Love the Tram button any-
time between now and February
14, then join your neighbors on
Vaenting sDay for aflightintothe
Idand’s pagt, Its traditions, and -
we may hope - itsfuture.

island observer
appears regularly on
Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com
Contributions welcome

In the vaunted tradition
of the H. Dumpty School
of Management...

Clipping our wings

Consent of the Governed

Commentary

Roosevet |dand makesagreat
casefor democr atic gover nment.

To be more direct, RIOC, the
Roosevelt Idand Operating Corpo-
ration makes a great case against
non-democratic government. A
recent episodeisillustrative.

In ademocracy, thosewho gov-
ernanswer tothegoverned. That's
becausethey areelected. Mayors,
governors, legidators, presidents
and all therest... they are account-
able, at electiontime, tothosewho
put themin office. Between elec-
tions, they are subject to the scru-
tiny of the press, which provides
theinformation votersneedtoform
views about the effectiveness of
their public servants.

Roosevelt 1danders are repre-
sented by elected

sham.” Engineersdon’t likedodgy
answers to specific questions any
more than reporters do, and they
were getting testy.

Thenthereportersmadethe mis-
take of calling attention to them-
selves by passing around an enve-
lope asking for business cards, to
get reaction later. Suddenly two
RIOC henchpersons were sent to
deal with the reporters.

“What are you doing here?’
asked henchperson number one,
Finance Chief Anthony Bonair.
“Thisisaprivate meeting.”

The response was classic re-
porter, of course: “There snosuch
thing. You'reapublic body. You
can't hold secret meetings.”
Though Bonair quickly backed off,
henchperson num-

officials, but the
important govern-
ing of thisldand is
done by the ap-
pointed President
of RIOC, who
rarely and barely
answerseventothe

...the luxury of
arrogance in
non-elected
government

ber two, Robert
Antonek, was
meanwhile confis-
catingtheenvelope
full of business
cards. Asthemest-
ing broke up, there
was a hurried con-

RIOC Board of Di-
rectors. RIOC' scurrent President,
Dr. JeromeBlue, workshardto es-
cape the view of the local press -
The Main Sreet WIRE - and does
what he can to restrict the flow of
information that might prove use-
ful to residentsin judging his per-
formance.

In mid-January, we had that ex-
traordinary incident that illustrates
theluxury of arrogance enjoyed by
an non-elected government.

RIOC called ameeting to present
information to engineering firms
who might represent RIOC during
construction of Southtown. Two
reportersfrom The\W RE attended.

The meeting wasn't going well.
Several engineers started asking
impatient questions, trying to clear
away the vagueness of the infor-
mation RIOC wasproviding. One
evenwalked out, saying “Thisisa

ferencewithindig-
nant phrases being uttered. They
amounted to “How dare the press
try to cover the news?’ That's
roughly equivalent to “ The people
have no right to know what we're
doing here.”

Fortunately, a RIOC Board
member, Willard Warren, who had
saved RIOC's bacon during the
meeting with some reason -
course, had the good senseto point
out that there’ snothing wrong with
gathering news, and the envelope
of business cards was retrieved
without incident.

That mentality is part of the op-
erational kitbag of the current
RIOC adminigtration. If Richard
Nixon was paranoid about the
press, Jerry Blue has refined such
paranoiato aclumsy art.

It makes a great case for
elected democr atic gover nment.

The Main Street WIRE’s
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Friday, February 14, Manhattan Park, 8:30-11:30
$25/couple, $15/single ($2 off with Tram button)
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[ etters to the Editor

To The Editor:

A copy of this letter has been
sent to the Sloan’s Supermarket
owners. | urge al Roosevelt Is-
land residentsto alsowrite. Some-
thing has to penetrate sooner or
later! Let themknow their attitude
islosing them alot of business.

Dorothy Cusce
Dear Sir,

No doubt by thistime you have
seen acopy of the December 14
Main Street WIRE, our Island
newspaper. Thearticlesabout your
Sloan’s Supermarket here must
have told you that we are all dis-
satisfied, mostly on account of
your unconscionable prices.

Have you forgotten that alot of
peopleliving hereare not wealthy?
A lot of usareeither on welfareor
seniors on asmall fixed income.

Never mind what bracket | fit, |
am a senior with hedth problems
and would liketo shop at anearby
supermarket becausetravelingisa
real hardship. Most of us don’t
own cars.

Still, weget on busesafter along
wait for one, and since we can't
take shopping carts, can’t carry
home very much. But we can't
afford your store!

Tuesday, and 10% off? Even
with this discount, prices are il

higher than the Broadway and 30th
Avenue stores in Queens.

When the store changed hands,
we were promised a Red Apple
store, with Red Applelower prices.
Why did you renege?

Y our motto, “Quality - at afford-
ableprices’ isnot an accurateone.
It misses the mark by a mile.
Surely, you don’t want the people
heretothink abetter dogantoryou
would be, like the old time high-
way men, “Stand - and ddliver!”

If your prices were lower, your
amount of businesswould go sky-
high, asnearly 100% of Idandresi-
dents would shop at your store.
Wouldn't that be worth it to you?

Dorothy Cusce

The WIRE will consider publishing
letters with t he writer's name with-
held, but only if the letter, as re-
ceived, includes the writer's name
and address. Preferred methods
of submission: IBM-compatible 3.5”
flomy disk (any wordprocessing
software) left at 531 Main Street ad-
dressed to The WIRE; email to
72260.20@compuserve.com; or
typed, double spaced. As alastre-
sort, clear handwritten letters will be
considered. All letters are subject
to editing to fit available space.

Santiago Named
Youth Liaison Cop

In an effort to develop continu-
ity in handling cases on youthful
offenders, the Public Safety De-
partment created therole of Y outh
Officer in November, and named
Michelle Santiago, athree-year Is-
land veteran, to the post. Accord-
ing to Deputy James Frye of Pub-
lic Safety, Santiago’ sselection re-
sulted from her strong understand-
ing of the problems facing young
people.

“1 hopeto better therelationship
between Public Safety and the
youthontheldand,” Santiagotold
The WIRE. She took related
coursework at York College, and
typically handles cases involving
truancy, runaways and Personsin
Need of Supervision.

Santiago establishes a link be-
tween the Public Safety Depart-
ment and the child’ sschool, aswell
asidentifying social service orga
nizationsthat can help.

By developing aproactivestand,
Santiago hopes to become aware
of the many activitiesfor children
on the Idand. She conducted an
Island-wide essay contest for Dr.
Martin Luther King Day. Thewin-
ning essay, written by Rakeem
Cummings, a 6th grader at PSS
217, ispublished in thisissue.

Martin Luther King's Church Buming Solution

Martin Luther King would
have solved the problem like
this. He would have guards pro-
tect the church. He would have
a fundraiser. He would make
another speech.

The guards would guard the
churches 24 hours a day. The
guards would have time slots.
They won't be tired because
somebody will come back to
take over.

Martin would have made a
speech. In this speech he
would say, “Don’t worry, the
police are handling the situa-
tion.” He would also say, “There
will be a change.”

Martin  would have a
fundraiser. The fundraiser will
raise the money for the church
burning repairs. He will be

praised. The people could feel
good about themselves.

The guards could guard the
church. When the arsonist
comes they will arrest him. The
speech could tell them not to
worry. There will be peace in
the world. If people give money

they can make a difference.
-Rakeem Cummings

The author is the winner of a Public
Safety essay contest to honor the birth-
day of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Members of The Concerned Residents of Roosevelt Island (CRRI) visited Island hospitals in De-

cember to spread holiday cheer. At CRRI's holiday extravaganza, the group honored Petter Norwood,
Director of Public Safety, Dorothy Donald, President of Manhattan Park’s tenants association, and
City Council member Gifford Miller.

Public Safety

Burglary, December 9- A
break-in took place at the
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery.
Accesswas gained through awin-
dow and stolen items were re-
ported. Report filed with NYPD.

Burglary, December 12- A sec-
ond break-in occurred at the
Roosevelt Island Day Nursery.
Along with reporting the incident
to the NY PD, Deputy Frye of the
Public Safety Department con-
ducted a safety evduation of the
premisesand reported hisfindings
and recommendation to the
school’ s management.

Grand L arceny, December 16-
During afight, athird party pulled
agold chain from the neck of one
of thecombatants. Thegirl and her
mother reported theincident tothe
Public Safety Department and val-
ued the chain at $175.

Robbery, December 16- A car-
pet cleaning contractor wasthreat-
ened at knife point by several per-

petrators who rifled his pockets,
taking containers of chemicals.
The property was recovered at the
rear of 576 Main Street. The
NY PD was notified.

Assault, December 17- A
wounded female youth with
bruisesto theright side of theface
and an open wound above her left
eyerefusedto presschargesagainst
her two alleged femal e assailants.

Trespass, December 19- James
Necco was snagged by the Public
Safety Department in the 7 floor
AVAC room of 540 Main Street
during one of the stepped up pa-
trols implemented to ward off
AVAC Room entry into apart-
ments which had occurred during
the month of December. Added
tothe chargewere several scofflaw
violationslocated on his record.

Posession of marijuana,
Criminal Tresspass, December
24- A 38-year-old non-resident
apprehended, along with afemale

Blotter

Island youth, in a storage room of
546 Main Street. They wereplaced
under arrest and marijuana was
found during asearch. They were
transported to Precinct 19 for fur-
ther processing.

A%gravated harrassment, De-
cember 28- A female Idand resi-
dent complained that a non-resi-
dent male had threstened her over
the phone. When the male re-
turned, he was arrested.  Officers
found aknifein hispossession; he
was transported to 19th Precinct.

I mper sonating an Officer, As-
sault 3, January 17- An aterca-
tion occurred in the motorgate ga-
rage between a garage employee
and an individua who identified
himself as a police officer. The
alleged attacker, Dwight Ingram,
screamed obscenitiesthen punched
the victim and threw him to the
ground. The victim, was trans-
ported for medica careand Ingram
was taken to the 19" Precinct.
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Patrick Stewart

Website NYC10044

On the suggestion of Willard War-
ren, a resident and Board mem-
ber of the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation (RIOC), The
WIRE asked Presidents Jerome
Blue of RIOC and Patrick Stewart
of the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association (RIRA) to write regu-
lar columns to inform residents of
their views and plans in their own
words. Stewart accepted. Blue
declined, suggesting instead that
The WIRE reprint the RIOC news-
letter posted on Main Street
kiosks. The WIRE suggests resi-
dents read RIOC's newsletter, but
we have respectfully declined the
suggestion that we take a full
page of this newspaper to reprint
material already available to resi-
dents.

As the new president of the Roosevelt Island Residents Associa-
tion (RIRA), | plan to use this column to share my vision for the
future of Roosevelt Island. | would prefer to use this column to
discuss positive news, but we are in atime of crisis. Sometimes it
takes an impending disaster to unite people, to enablethem to over-
come difficulties, and to allow them to create the future they de-
serve.

Unfortunately, our island is in peril, beseiged by both an
imcompetent Roosevelt | sland Operating Corporation, and the com-
plete disregard of our state of -
ficialsin Albany. Rightsand
services that belong to any
taxpayer are denied to us due RZRA
tothefiscal irresponsibility of . )
RIOC and Albany. PI‘@Slde

Two years ago Roosevelt nt S
Island’s capital budget (the
budget for the maintenance of (jOl
the island infrastructure) was umn
$6 million dollars annually.

Last year, Jerry Blue, Governor Pataki’s appointed head of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation, did not bother to make a
request for any capital budget at all!

Two years ago, our oper ating budget (the budget that covers ev-
erything else) was$1.2 million. Last year, Jerry Bluedid not bother
to makearequest for any operating budget at all!

If the man given the responsibility for administering the ongoing
welfare of this community feels
we have no need for capital and
operating monies, how can we
expect tofarein Albany, our only
source for the subsidy necessary
to provide the services every
other New Yorker can take for
granted? This Island does not
generate enough revenue, on its
own, to provideall the necessary
funds, and was never expected to
do so, until the state devel opment
plan for the Island was fully ex-
ecuted. The state made a com-
mitment to provide the supple-
mental funds, but we haveto ask
for them, and Jerry Blue isn't
asking.

It is my understanding that
there are negotiations with the
MTA to take over the Tram and
minibuses. Thereisalso discus-
sion of reducing the hours of the
Tram. Our Tram isthe most economically efficient means of trans-
portation in the state, and with the building of Southtown, the tram
will become profitable.

And Jerry Bluewantsto giveit away.

The only reason we have survived this year’s budget devastation
is a backlog of savings made by a previous (and efficient) RIOC
management, combined with a particularly mild winter and other
“luck” factors.

Our luck, like our budget, hasrun out.

When we look around we see streets caving in, repairs unmade,
the AVAC down for longer and longer periods, massive structural
repairs required in Motorgate, entrance doors to Motorgate in need
of repair, the escalator down, an exit gateinoperable for months at a
time. Thisis only the beginning.

On the plus side, we have the potential opportunity of a $350 mil-
lion, 2,000-apartment expansion known as Southtown to be con-
structed in an area that will extend roughly from the Tram station
straight through the soccer
field, up to Blackwell House
and Rivercross.

On the debit side, one might
surmise that if you are unable
to fix an exit gate at a parking
garage, or a two-story eleva-
tor at the Manhattan Tram
plaza, you might have some
difficulty responsibly execut-
ing a $350 million residential
project.

Jerry Blue has been repeat-
edly asked to share necessary
information by any number of
individuals, organizations, and
elected officials, and he has
chosento entirely ignorethose
requests. The requests come
from those who are not only
authorized to know, but who
have the responsibility to
know. Theinformation sought
isinformation heisunder obligation to share, by virtue of hisoffice,
andthelaw. One can only conclude from his consistent refusalsthat
he has something to hide. We need to know what that is.

Please understand that RIOC isapublic benefit corporation closely
defined by the State of New Y ork to act solely for the benefit of the
people it serves, not for the benefit of its employees.

| promise you, as president of RIRA, aided by the truly excellent
new Common Council of RIRA, that wewill finally prevail, no mat-
ter what effort it takes. We are aunited community and know better
than anyone else what is best for us, what is rightfully ours, and how
we can achieve our goals.
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

Douglas Waite, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician
501 Main Street » Roosevelt ISland ¢ 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Wednesday * 9am. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday * 12 noon - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Coverage provided at all timeswhen officeis closed by Dr. Grimm or by her

group, Uptown Pediatrics. We provide comprehensive health care to children

and adolescents. Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and
asthmain adults.

» Have a healthy 1997 «
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IPP Now at Bigelow
Pay bills here Complete UPS
service, includ-

ADT 830-Security System ing next day air

AT&T Long Distance

AllState Insurance L
Beeper Sound
Bloomingdales Western Union Moneygrams
Bradlees
Lane Bryant Money OrderS
Bugas Telegrams
Cablevision of NY .
Discover Telephone Bills
Exxon-Gas Card Phone Cards
Fingerhut Corp
Lerner o
The Limited
Macy’s We gladly accept all
Nordstrom . 8 Y .
Nytel-NYNEX third-partyprescrip-
Sears : : >
Sprint tion plans, including
Stern’s HIP

TimeWarner Cable
Victoria's Secret

527 Main Street
838-6161

Fax 754-6250
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

For answers to your _
Insurance and Investment Questions

CALL:

Sherry Black
Investment Consultants
583-9230

A Financial Resource for Members
of the Roosevelt Island Community

BRACES
AREN'T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultationsto children and
adultswho areresidents of Roosevelt | land.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

TEAM VENTURES
i’ t .a . . ; ‘ )

VALENTINES DAY.

WHEN YOU ARE LOOKING AT PURCHASING A
PIECE OF FINE JEWELRY, WHETHER FOR
VALENTINES DAY; MOTHERS DAY OR OTHER
SPECIAL OQOCCASIONS, YOU CAN CHOOSE
YOUR ITEM FROM THIS CATALOG, WITH OVER
1000 ITEMS RANGING IN PRICE FROM $100 TO

$9000, AND START YOUR OWN NETWORK
MARKETING BUSINESS.

WHY ARE PEQPLE TURNING TO NETWORK MARKETING? MAJOR

REASONS ARE BECAUSE OF THE UNLIMITED INCOME POTENTIAL;

THE TIME FREEDOM; THE FINANCIAL SECURITY.

LEARN HOW TO LEVERAGE YOUR TIME AND MONEY AND AT THE
SAME TIME SATISFY YOUR GIFT GIVING OCCASIONS,

PLEASE CALL FIQONA DELANEY
AT TEAM VENTURES 212 753 0810 or
email»lakatoi @interport.net
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY AND TOQ BRECEIVE A COPY OF THIS
CATALOGUE

Sales and Service License #730671

CHRIS TV

21-16 36th Avenue
Long Island City, NY 11106
TV e Stereo ® VCR ¢ Solid State ® Components

Free estimate

Mon.-Sat. 9-7 on carry-in 718 392-7444




Grocernies by phone!

The Pride Of The Neighborhood

TRADE

£FAIR

SPECIALS

USDA Choice
Beef
Rib Steaks
$3.99/Ib.

Pillsbury Flour
Half Price
5Ib bag $.99

Fresh Perdue
Whole
Chicken
2 per bag
$.69/1b.

BOARSHEAD
Deluxe Ham
$4.99/1b.

Ronzoni
Spaghetti
Half Price

#1 ziti rigati
#2 ziti
#8 reg
#9 thin
2 160z boxes
only $1

Many
more
in the
stores

Quality | Full Service Supermarket | Price

Phone it in: 718-472-4788

22-30 36th Av., L.I.C. #23-55 Broadway, Astoria  30-08 30th Av., Astoria
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CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

Wednesday, February 12th

8:00 PM, Lower Community Room
(Voluntary Distribution of Ashes)

Please also join us for our regular
schedule of Protestant, Episcopal,
Ecumenical Services

Sunday School 8:30 AM each
Sunday.

Classes for all ages, and the
Children’s Choir

Vicar’s Prayers 9:50 AM each
Sunday. Quiet meditation just
prior to our Main Worship Service
Main Morning Worship each
Sunday at 10:00 AM promptly.
Join us for our Gospel Sermon and
traditional Hymns from our choir.
Our Adult Bible Group meets each
Tuesday evening at 8:00 PM in the
Oval room downstairs.

For more information on all
Good Shepherd Services
and Programs, contact
the Reverend Oliver Chapin
at (212) 486-0529

|
s Into searing the
Prime Ribs really
Mignon was

+ Bultcher's Sreak
_Ranch Stoak's

onions are really
i.j.st'g'....[leliclmln creamed

“The heal BU&

Steak hoyge

In Queens. ”
Walter Kaner,
The Queens Caze lie,

spinach...Asteak festival, Nov. 1305
Sr'hfia Carter,

Newsday, Nov. 1996

Partners Chris (formerly of Peter Luger’s),
George and Steve look forward to serving you.

JOIN US FOR LUNCH OR DINNER &
FOR THIS GRAND OPENING OFFER!

Vislicl all of Fehruary 1997

109 OEEYOURICHECK

@ NY SINSPECTION
NY S RecisTERED REPAIR 7056991

SALAMIS SERVICE
CENTER, INC.

DBA

Tony's TOWING
SERVICE, INC.

GENERAL RePAIRS AND COLLISION

21-15 38TH AVENUE
Long Istanp CiTy, NY 11101

(718) 392-7451

24-Hour FReEe TOWING TO THE SHOP
WITHIN THE FIVE BOROUGHS FOR R.I.
RESIDENTS

(718) 937-1161

[ unch and dinner served 7 days a week, Major credit cands. Valet parking
Provate party facilicies. Happy Hoor: 4 pos oo 6 pom. Moselsy thns Fridsy
[ealunng omplimentary appetizens.

31-64 21st. Street (off Broadway) Long lsland City, NY

Reservations: 718-726-5200

MAIN

STREET

THEATRE
»

&' oance

ALLIANCE

SPRING SEMESTER:
February 3-June 23

ACTING

RALLET

JAIL & MUSICAL THEATRE DANCE
Tap

MODLAN

RODY CONDITIONING

(HOIR

MUSICAPPRECIATION

YOI(E

PLAVWRITING

For INFoRMATION B 371-4449




TheTram

Working Symbol of Roosevelt Island

| believe it was the winter of
1976-77. My parents just moved
to the Island and | was making
my first trip on the Tram. | was
apprehensive since | had never
been on a tram before.

It was early afternoon as |
boarded with my boyfriend and
sat down to look out the window
on the western side. | calmed
myself by thinking of the thou-
sands of people around the world
who did this everyday. | looked
out over the city as the Tram
ascended and thought “what a
wonderful sight.” | started to
relax.

The Tram proceeded slowly
upward. When we reached the
first tower, the Tram suddenly
jerked sharply and began to
swing. | stared first at the sky
and then at the ground.

As the Tram continued to
swing in this fashion everyone
became very scared and started
to scream. The operator in-
structed everyone to remain
calm and still until the cabin
stabilized. Since | am claustro-
phobic, | began to panic, | started
to take off my coat. My boyfriend
asked what | was doing. |
replied, “I'm getting out of here.”
| was looking for a way out, but
all I saw was the small opening
at the top of the cabin and
decided that wasn't a safe way
out. So | remained seated.
Realizing | was panicking my
boyfriend tried to calm me. The
operator assured me everything
was going to be fine. Still the
Tram swung.

Finally, as the Tram operator
spoke to the control operator,
trying to find out what was
happening, the Tram started to
stabilize and | calmed down. We
continued our ride to the Island in
silence, everyone just waiting to
touch the ground again.

Although I still don't know the
official explanation as to what
occurred that day, | did hear
unofficially that the emergency
brake had been pulled by
mistake. Whatever the cause, it
was an experience I'll never
forget.

| continue to ride the Tram,
although needless to say my first
Tram ride was really a frightening
experience which | hope | never
experience again.

Gail Dunmore

It was mid January in 1978 and
Roosevelt Island was feeling the
brunt of the blizzard of *78.

| was asailor in those days.

My office on Long Island was
closed, so | decided to visit the New
York Boat Show at the Coliseum.

In those pre-subway days the
only transportation to the big island
was the Tram. Thiswasto be one of
my maiden voyages.

The Tram was fully-loaded with
lead weights and running on an
irregular off-again/on-again sched-
ule because of the howling winds
and blowing snow, which made it
unsafe to pass the two support
towers at times.

When we were ready to leave, |
was one of only three passengers
braving the altitudes over the river.
The others were a nun, also making
her maiden tram voyage, and a
structural engineer.

The Tram left theisland base
station and rode up to the midway
point high over theriver, at which
point the wind really started blow-
ing. The Tram stopped, and we
were stuck, swaying precariously
high over theriver in eerie zero
visibility, as though in the clouds.
The three of us quickly engaged in
conversation to quell our anxiety.

The nun, visibly nervous, said
many Hail Marys to help us spiritu-
aly while the engineer explained
how the Tram was designed to be
safe, even rocking over theriver. |
listened, and | was comforted.

It took half an hour, but
eventually the wind subsided,
enabling the Tram to pass the
Manhattan tower and dock on the
other side.

It made for amemorabletrip. It
made me certain that | was more
comfortable on the water rather than
dangling high aboveit.

Don Eremin

displayed in color on Website NYC10044.
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Children’s art from PS/IS 217. These and more
pictures of The Tram by young Island residents are

When [ first came to Roosevelt Island, a raw new-
comer amid early pioneers, The Tram was a daily
experience. It's how | got to work, and back. And
because it was everyone’s daily experience, it im-
posed and supported a feeling of community... a
feeling that we were special - unlike other New

Yorkers.

We might complain about the Tram. But we had
this oddity of urban transportation in common.

When any new Manhattan acquaintance asked
me, early in the '80s, where | lived, | would say “on
RooseveltIsland.” “Oh, yeah?” came the response.
“You go back and forth on that... that...” | would
wait, to see if they might come up with the right

word. “You know, that thing.”

“The Tram,” | would say. Again and again, | had
my 15 Warhol minutes in such conversations.

Some would ask, “Butisn’t that dangerous?” And
| began to answer, “Not so bad, really... We only

lose two or three loads a week.”

In those days, we were truly a community with a
daily reminder of our common bond. We are still
special. We live on an Island, after all.

And, if we choose, we can still ride the a Tram-

way when we travel.

Wear your / Love the Tram button February 9-15

for special discounts at participating Island merchants, and for a discount on The WIRE's

Valentine’s Day Dance at Manhattan Park.

Buy your button using the coupon at the right. Drop it off with your payment (checks only, please)
at the Rivercross door station, 531 Main Street, addressed to The WIRE. Or buy your button at
participating merchants: Andy’s Place, Roosevelt Island Cleaners, Roosevelt Nails, Roosevelt

Island Bakery, Roosvelt Island Corner Store (stationery store).

Website NYC10044
Phone
Apt
buttons at $5 each.
Additional contribution (not required) $ Total $
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Lincoln Town Cars Only
D0, Merrill 5. Roudin AIRPORT RATES
friand and Chirneunor by LaGuardia $9
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. - - 'Piay Tennis in Perfect Weather
Solutions Hair Design | | ez, FOR HALF THE PRIGE!

JOIN THE ROOSEVELT ISLAND RACQUET CLUB

FOR MEN & WOMEN & CHILDREN

Relaxer & set - $55 Men’s Dry Cut - $15 AND ENJOY ALL THE WONDERFUL BENEFITS
yebrow wax - Full Leg Wax - $25 )
Color & set - $39 uMai}qcur:)f $§ » Half-price on membership and initiation fees
*Half-price on court time (24hr reservation policy)
SPECIALS g B

*Free tennis clinic on Saturday 6-8pm. (Open toall
Roosevelt lsland resldents, a maximum of 16 particl-
pants - call to reserve) « Organized singles & doubles
NI leagues * Tournaments « All-City Junior Tennis Program
R EEETRE (Opring Session starts March 31st - Junior Camps run
ISLAND Mar17-23 & Mar 24-30) « Babysitting Service

For more Information, please call

WA 5157855 6550

Ear Piercing - $15

MANICURE NAIL TIPS - $20
& PEDICURE $ 18 ACRYLIC - $20

523 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, Telephone 688-0055
Tuesday-Thursday 10:30-6:00, Friday 10:30-7:00, Saturday 9:00-6:00

“.TheMiracleon
5thStreet”

Tucked awayonthe4thfloorofanofficebuild-
ing on 57th Streetin New York Cityis an
elegantboutique & bookshop devoted exclu-
sively towomen’s sexual health, self-growth
andhappiness!

Send $3 for our mail-order catalog or visit
Monday through Saturday Noon to 7:00.
Suite420, 119 West 57th Street, New York,
NY 10019. (212) 757-8651

ALPHA BROADWAY AUTO, INC.

31-65 Vernon Blvd., ASTORIA
(Corner Broadway & Vernon)

718 728-4511
EXPERT AUTO REPAIRS

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY OF AUTO

Complete Tune-up ¢ Engine Repairs ¢ Front End
Shocks « Computerized Alignment « Exhaust Systems

Ownedby anIsland resident
Complete Brake Work « Electrical Work ¢ Starters
Alternators « Motor Vehicle State Inspection Eitherway,startcreating
yourownmiracletoday!

* ASK FOR TERRY OR MICHAEL « EVES ig@[’dem




Andy’s Gets New Owner

Andy’s Placeis changing hands. Again.

The eatery is currently being operated by the next owner, Kumarss
“Ka€’ Razaghi, but is owned by attorney Nicholas Petras, who fore-
closed a$300,000 loan to thelast owner, Andy Michaelopoul os. Razzx%hi
awaitsalease on the premises, from RIOC, beforetaking over formally

Razaghi says he will close the restaurant briefly to renovate, then
reopen with a new name, a new menu, lower prices, new decor, and
other changes. “I plan to concentrate on seafood, chicken, and pasta,”
he said thisweek. “Therewill bealarger breakfast menu, withawhole
section on no-cholesterol omelettes, and |ots of other surprises.”

Andy’s Place has had three ownersin its history. It was founded in
1976 asthe Green Kitchen by John Papakostas, then and now owner of
the origina Green Kitchen in Manhattan at 77" Street and 1% Avenue.
At the time, Andy Michaelopoulos (the Andy of “Andy’s Place”) was
an employee with asmall interest in the business.

Still under the Green Kitchen name, the restaurant was taken over by
the Boubarishbrothers, Bobby (anickname) and John. Inthemid-1980's
there was a drug sting in the establishment, charges were filed, and at
least one of the brothers served time. The restaurant was closed for a
period, but was then taken over by Andy, thistime as primary owner.

This past Fall, the restaurant was closed briefly when RIOC filed a
dispossess action against it for non-payment of several thousand dollars
in back rent. Shortly afterward, it became clear Andy would soon be
moving out, leaving the business to be taken over by anew owner.

Octagon Park Completion Slated

By Sherry Black

Completion of Octagon Park mi

be under way by April. “Thebulk
of the plan remainsintact” said Mike Greason, RIOC

spokesman.

The project, begun in 1989, has awaited thefina release of land used
by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in building Water
Tunnel #3, adecades-long project to supplement existing city facilities
in bringing water from the Catskill mountains.

The cost of the $3.4 million project will be born by the DEP. Plans
cal for arose walk, frishee field, grassy elevations, a pier that may
ultimately be used as alanding point for aferry and a concrete “ prow”
jutting into the river to smulate the fedl of a ship in water.

When the project is completed, an elevator shaft to the water tunnel

will remain, hidden by plantings.

The interior of the water tunnel was a backdrop for scenes from the

Bruce Willismovie, “Die Hard 111.”

Tramway, from page 1

The Roosevelt Idand Residents
Association (RIRA) recently
passed a resolution demandi n% a
rolein any discussionsof possible
Tramway takeover by New Y ork
City’s Transit Authority, and has
communicated that demand to Dr.
Blueof RIOC. JamesKaufman, a
lawyer and member of the RIRA
Common Council who served on
Governor George Pateki’ s transi-
tion team, and a member of the
National Council on Transporta
tion, voiced strong opposition to
any planto curtail Tramway hours.
“It's crucid that we not compro-
mise the geographical integrity of
theldand,” he said. “Thisldand
has a unique demographic which
precludes most methods of access.
If the subway goesdown, wehave
no back-up. Andtherearesubstan-
tial numbersof peoplewhowill not
use the subway for security rea
sons.”

Kaufmanadded, “I don't believe
there is a court in the land that
would not grant relief through a
temporary restraining order, if it
cameto that.”

Al Weinstein, Chairman of
RIRA’s Tram Committee, ex-
pressed outrage over the reported
plan, saying “there has not been
one iota of communication with
the RIRA Tram Committee, and
none with the new leadership of
RIRA. This would be a serious
blow to the daily life of residents
and the community as a whole.”
Weinstein went on to protest that
Dr. Blue has not even consulted
with a separate Tram Committee
formed by RIOC itsalf.

RIRA President Patrick Stewart
commented to The WIRE, “Any
tinkering with the Tram schedule
would not be tolerated by the citi-
zens of this Idand.” (Stewart’s
column appears on page 3.)

Anldand Icon

Whilethe Tramway’ sroleinthe
Idand’ s life has diminished since
the arrival of subway service, it
servesasariver-crossing back-up,
and, in the eyes of some, a neces-
sary dternative during late and
early-morning hourswhen thesub-
way may be considered less sofe.
In addition, the Tram is expected
to play animportant rush-hour role
in the Spring of 1998, when work
on subway tracks will reduce Q-
line service to one direction a a
time, between 57" Street in Man-
hattan to 21% Street, Long Idand
City, including the Idand station.

The Tramway has aso become
asymbol of Roosevelt Idand (see

feature, page 7), has appeared ina
number of mgor movies, and its
rolein carving aviableresidential
community out of aprevioudy ill-
used East River chunk of land once
caled Welfare Idand isamodern
chapter intheldand' srich history.

RIOC' scutback plansappear to
be based on the recommendation
in the State Comptroller's 1996
Audit Report, which also recom-
mended elimination of Tramway
consoleoperators. That actionhas
already been carried out by RIOC,
which recently eliminated those
positions despite protests from
RIRA’s Tram Committee. Com-
mittee Chairman Weingtein called
that action “ outrageous,” citingin-
cidents in which the console op-
erator may have prevented serious
injury by spotting adangeroussitu-
ation on the Idand platform not
visible to the cabin attendant.

Adver se Effect vs Savings

Writing of a period before Dr.
Jerome Blue became President of
RIOC, the state Audit Report said
of the Tramway’ soperating sched-
ule, “RIOC officia shavenot taken
any action to reduce the hours of
tram service because they believe
it would adversely affect the qual-
ity of life on the Iand and could
causeareduction inthe number of
residents. They statethat thetram
is relied upon by students, senior
citizens and the disabled; and that
it provides an essential dternative
to the subway, particularly late at
night. Such factorsshould becon-
sdered; however, RIOC officias
have not conducted any studiesto
determine tram ridership during
the late night and early morning
hoursto determine how many resi-
dents would be affected.”

The report continued, “In 1991
the tram contractor estimated that
$270,000 would be saved annually
by reducing the hoursof operations
to eliminate the need for one shift
of workers. [But] RIOC officids...
estimate that only $150,000 Eer
annum could be saved if [with a
reduction of] 25 hours a week...
the reduction of service hours
would result in a significant cost
savings...

RIOC as Tram Operator ?

The Audit Report also calls for
RIOCto*“ Consider taking over the
operation of thetram from the con-
tractor,” pointing out that part of a
$132,500 management fee might
thusbe saved. When RIOC'spre-
decessor operated the Tramway for
over twoyearsinthe1980's, RIRA
eventual ly demanded that aprivate
contractor be hired, citing exces-
sive breakdowns.

Fast-track? Fumble?
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RIOC in Southtown Push

Analysis

The Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
(RIOC) istaking steps, on abroad front, toward con-
struction of Southtown, ranging from amesting seek-
ing community input, through ameeting seeking bids
from potentia “ Owner’ s Representatives’ —engineer-
ing firms which would function as RIOC's profes-
sional eyes and ears during Southtown construction.
Presumably, additional steps are being prepared be-
hind the scenes.

Under thelaw, aseries of specific tepsarerequired
as prerequisites to actual construction. President
Jerome Blue of RIOC has been attempting to move
determinedly toward groundbreaking, mandated by
the Governor to expedite financial sdlf-sufficiency
for the Idand. Because “ground rent” and PILOT
payments (paymentsin lieu of taxes) areakey source
of income for RIOC, development of the Southtown
Ste may be expected to produce income for RIOC
that will help it fill the gap created by withdrawal of
theldand’ s State subsidy in Governor George Pataki’ s
proposed budget for next fiscal year.

Blue told the 30-some potential Owner’s Repre-
sentatives that Southtown construction could begin
asearly as1997. RIOC' srequest for proposals, which
formally introduced the project to bidders, defined a
2,000-unit complex costing $350 million.

Why State Subsidies?

The state' soriginal planfor Roosevelt 1dand envi-
sioned that the Iland would becomefinancialy self-
sufficient once it had 20,000 residents. At present,
just over 8,000 people live in just over 3,000 apart-
ments. Depending on
whose budget analysis
you accept, thisproduces
either avery tight budget
dtuation that is manage-
able (Dr. Blue's assess-
ment), or a shortfall of
millions of dollars that
leavestheldand ex|
to seriousdeterioration of
its seawall, buildings,
and services(Democratic
legidators at al levels,
RIRA President Patrick
Stewart, former Island
administrators, and oth-
rs).

Until thebudget for RIOC' scurrent year, state sub-
sidies were a key element in the Idand’s operating
budget, and provided funding for capital development,
improvement, and maintenance. Thosefundstotaled
over $6 million last fiscal year, but were reduced to
just a$600,000 operating subsidy for thecurrent year.
Because the Gaovernor’s newly pro,oosed bud?et
would have the state withdraw all subsidy for
Roosevelt Idand, the Idand administration may be
forced to attempt self-sufficiency beforetargetsinthe
original plan are reached.

Dr. Jerome Blue, an appointee of the Governor,
has gone dong with the Governor’ s no-subsidy plan
by submitting no request for State funding fiscal year
1997. While Blue has stated his belief that no sub-
sidy funds are required — that the Iand has alreadK
reached essential self-sufficiency, othersfamiliar witl
Idand operation believe that financia surpluses and
conti ngenc?/ fundsbuilt up by earlier Idand adminis-
trationswill quickly be exhausted, and that theldand
will then be without adequate funds for basic opera-
tion and maintenance.

Community Input

When RIOC invited community organizations to
send representatives to a meeting on Southtown, the
Common Council of RIRA, the Roosevelt Island
Residents Association, acting asthe only € ected body
representing Idand residents, responded by asking
for acontinuing role in discussions and planning for
Southtown, rather than the more passiveroleimplied
by the RIOC invitation. Many Idand or%ani zations
supported the RIRA positioninitsappeal for aseat at
thetable.

On and off the record, many community leaders
have expressed concern about being alowed only
arms-length input in RIOC' s planning and execution
of Southtown development. There is a strong feel-

FUTURE SITE]
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SOUTHTONN |-

ing, commonly expressed, that there have been so
many personnel changes at RIOC, and so substan-
tive an attitude change with the new RIOC adminis-
tration, that only resident community leaderscan pro-
vide thekind of input necessary to insure Southtown
devel opment in keeping with the interests of present
and future residents — as opposed to development
which satisfies other criteria, like the Governor’ sde-
mand that Roosevelt Idand reach financial self-suf-
ficiency well beforethe State' sorigind plan set forth.

There is, in short, a growing belief and concern
that RIOC' s priorities are more oriented to political
considerationsthan they areto the needs of residents;
that Southtown is being rushed in an unprofessiona
way that may cast serious mistakes in stedl, bricks,
and mortar.

Is RIOC Prepared?

At RIOC's January meeting seeking the bids of
engineering firms qualified to serve as RIOC's
Owner’' s Representative, many of the executivesand
engineers present expressed open concernthat RIOC
came ill-prepared to the meeting, and may be com-
ingtoo hastily, and thereforeill-prepared, to the over-
all Southtown development process. The engineers
were nearly strident in demanding clearer informa-
tion, including a project time frame, the scope of the
job, and more. They said, for example, they would
have difficulty bidding without knowing who would
be responsible for the Southtown infrastructure,
RIOC, or the developer.

One engineer, clearly disgusted with the lack of
solid information,
walked out, saying flatly
“Thisisasham.” Oth-
erswho remained at the
meeting implored RIOC
torefinethetermsof the
bid to make them
clearer.

During the meeting,
RIOC Board member
Willard Warren and le-
gal consultant Barbara
Esbajo explained
RIOC's stance, sayin
that because potenti
developers are being
asked for their ideas on
theoverdl design of the project, many specificswon't
be known until developer progo&als are in hand.
Warren and Esbagjo said part of the Owners' Rep job
will involve consideration of the construction pro-
posals from developer candidates.

Blue indicated RIOC' s proposed leve of flexibil-
it%/ on Southtown devel opment, saying that avariety
of mixed use possibilities remain on the table: high-
rise, low-rise, townhouses, affordable rental, market
rate rental, commercial space, assisted living, coop-
eratives, and more. He said construction might even
be parceled out to severd developers.

Responding to the engineers concerns about spe-
cifics, RIOC officials made an on-the-spot decision
to revise the request for Owner's Rep proposals to
leave out financia aspects, and simply identify bid-
ders experience and capacity to perform the Owners
Rep function.

RIOC and Community Input

Speaking to the Owner's Rep candidates, RIOC
President Blue affirmed that “community input has
taken place” in hisdescription of the Southtown plan-
ning process, though the only known attempt to se-
cure community input was the single meeting of rep-
resentatives of community organizations, a which
the primary response was a demand for deeper in-
volvement than that suggested by the RIOC approach.

After attending the Owner’s Rep meeting, RIRA
President Peatrick Stewart commented, infact, that “ Dr.
Blu€e's attempt to involve the community in its own
destiny iswoefully lacking.” Healso expressed con-
cern about apparent RIOC deviation from the
Roosevelt Idand Master Plan. “Any deviation could
causesignificant delays,” hesaid, “ becausethe exist-
ing environmental impact study cdls for a specifi-
caly defined building project and the City Council
could refuse to accept an aternate plan.”

School-based Counseling Gets Island Funds

by Barbara L owenthal

“A child can feel... There is
someone special in schoal just for
me. Even if it's only for a half
hour, someoneislistening.” Ann
Hochman, Acti n%Pri ncipal of PS/
IS 217, is describing Counseling
in Schools (CIS), which recently
received $20,000 in Island Public
Purpose Fundsto continue services
to children of uninsured families.

CIS offers services licensed by
three state agencies: the State Of -
fice of Mental Hedlth; the Office
of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse; and the Early Intervention
Program of the Department of
Hedlth. On-sitemental health ser-
vicesnow includefour schools, in-
cluding PS/1S217.

ClScameto PS/1S217 during
the 1993-94 school year. Itscase

load has grown from 40 families
to 60, including 21 families with-
out insurance,

Threetherapists, certified social
workers, provide services. A psy-
chiatrist is also available once a
month. Children meetwithathera-
pist in private sessons in the fa
miliar setting of school. Trestment
issues include bereavement, be-
havioral disorders, depression, at-
tention deficit disorder, develop-
ment delays, and family issueslike
divorce and alcohol abuse.

Theprogram placesemphasison
close cooperation between thera-
pist, school staff, and family, and
on timely delivery of treatment.
Hochman describesClSas“anin-
credible supportive piece of the
school and the very first defense
to help achild personally.”

Through CIS, parents and chil-
drencanrequest helpdirectly from
CIS counselors or school steff, or
a teacher or administrator might
suggest counseling.  There is no
waiting time.

CIS therapists are members of
the school -based support team and
help to determine which children
might be at risk or require specia
services. Hochman had high
praisefor the ClScounselors, cal-
ing them “dedicated, committed,
very pro-child, and very pro-par-
ent.”

CIS aso provides counseling
sarvicesto Idand residentswith no
childreninthe school, and for chil-
dren up to age three who show
signs of development delays.

For information contact Barbara
Peskin at CIS, (212) 385-0086.
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Roosevelt
Island
Cleaners

FAST, EFFICIENT
RELIABLE, COURTEOUS

10% off - Tramway Week

when wearing
the button

February 9-15

New Stare of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
Jo Serve You Befter

Your Neighborhood Cleaners
We Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street 758-1778

NEW IMAGE
LEAN and STRONG

Body Conditioning/Interval Training Classes
Classes designed
For all fitness levels

To strengthen upper/lower body
To Improve Muscle Conditioning
To improve Cardiorespiratory Fitness
To Increase Muscle Mass
Did you know that weight training
helps you lose weight?

The Cultural Center

Tuesday 7:30-8:30 For information contact
Saturday 11:00-12 noon Barbara Parker 752-1542

The Health & Vitamin Center, Inc.

Nutritional Supplement Professionals

TwinLab Dr. Atkins
Solgar Nature's Way
Schiff Nature's Herbs
Natrol Nature's Answer

Kal

& many more

204 East 59th (1 block from tram)
212 317-1390/ fax 317-2687

Nature's Plus

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years
TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limosine Commission (Base#865)
Al drivers are Taxi & Limosine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our speicality

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME

Hourly rate ava}ilable HOME SPECIAL
Airport Service

Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK

Hourly rate available

Accounts Welcome Save $2 from LGA

Comfortable A/C sedans
Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

Give your apartment a [ift
HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

Furniture
Upholstery, Slipcovers

Wallpaper & Fabric
Carpel & Area Rugs
All Window Treafments
Floor & Terrace Tiles
Lighting

Kifchen Renovation
Paint & Faux Finishes
AllAccessories
Closef Design

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorafor
531 Main Sftreef

751-8274

Let Us Do Your Laundry
Daily Pickup and Delivery

Expertly Washed, Dried and Folded
Includes detergent, bleach and softener
Special requests accommodated

BOB’S BUBBLES LAUNDROMAT

12-08 36th Ave. * 4 blocks from bridge « 718 937-8796

718 352-4600

Sales * Service * Maintenance

Classified

to place your ad: 751-8214

Expert piano repairs & tuning. Prompt service. 718-358-8882. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

Certified Personal Trainer will advise you on correct exercise technique and
help you select inexpensive equipment. Home or gym. 371-9084

Closet specialist - Designs, Accessories, Installations. 751-8214
Computer help on R.l. One-on-one tutoring, your place, in most popular
software; troubleshooting; systems; Internet & web; software source. Call for a

chat about your needs. 826-9055

Adorable hand-knit sweaters for toddlers, only $50. 100% wool in a wide
range of colors. | knit for adults, too. Call Tommy’s Grandma, 688-8090

Web services and publication design on Roosevelt Island. Put your company
in cyberspace and your publication in orbit. 753-3043
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State Assemblyman Pete
Grannis told The WIRE that
RIOC sassertion that no state sub-
sdy isrequired for the Idand will
be put “to the test.” Grannis said
“It's my intention to have a dis-
cussion wtih Dr. Blue on this is-
sue, and | am certainly preparedto
ask for more money for Roosevelt
Idandto cover dl the cogtsthat are
now passed ontotheresidentsand
the owners of the [apartment]
buildings.” But, Grannisadded, “I
am certainly not going to be able
to make any credible case for ad-
ditional fundswithout RIOC sup-
porting the need for funds.”

TheGovernor’ sbudget wassub-
mitted two weeksago. Legidative
hearings are now in progress, and
the Legidature will take over the
processcompletely by March 1. A
new budget is supposed to be in
PI aceby April 1, though that dead-

ine has been missed frequently in
recent years as legisators have
wrestled with the Governor and
each other over spending priorities.

Commenting onthe Governor’s
proposed budget, Grannis said:
“The most irresponsible thing the
Governor hasdoneisdiminatethe
capital budget... It's made it im-
possiblefor RIOC to carry onwith
anorderly capita construction pro-
cessto deal withtheldand’ sneeds
- the garage, the seawadll, and so
on. Andwehaveplenty of history
to show that if you don’t take care
of thingsthey fall apart.” Grannis
cited the New Y ork subway asan
example of asystem that suffered
when preventive maintenancewas
deferred over long periods.

Kurt Wittman

The SportsPark is open Saturdays, 2:30-4:30, for inline skating
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TENNIS Theinstruction pro-
gram sponsored by the New Y ork
Junior Tennis League still has
placesavailablefor children 8-18.
There is no charge and you only
need to come to the Roosevdlt Is-
land Racquet Club every Saturday
morning from 6 to 8 AM. Equip-
ment isn’t necessary. Participants
will soon compete for the presti-
gious Hartman Cup, awarded to a
New York City team annually.
Last year Roosevelt Idand’ steam

SU bway from page 1

Avenue gtation and nine a the Is-
land station.

 The wide-angle lens cameras
cover the off-hour waiting areas,
elevators (internally and exter-
nally), mezzanine levels, and par-
tial views of escdators.

« If acamerais tampered with,
an darm will sound in the token
booth, alerting the clerk to call
police or maintenance as appropri-
ate.

* When an emergency caling
(call-back) button is pushed and
released, the passenger can not
only talk to the clerk, but the near-
est camerawill immediately focus
on that location and tape what is
happening. There will be a call-
back unit at each cameralocation.

* A tape lasts for 3 days, then
rewinds and starts again. If you
areinvolved in or observeaninci-
dent, be sure to report it immedi-
ately so the tape can be saved.

* The contractor iscontractualy
required to train the token booth
clerks on proper use of the CCTV
system (thiswill happenwithinthe
next month) and instruction/tele-
phone number sheet will be dis-
played in each booth.

RISC, through the effortsof Skip
Hartman of the Roosevelt Idand
Racquet Club and Councilman
Walter McCaffrey, obtained
$125,000in design fundsfromthe
City Council. TheTransit Author-
ity covered the cost of the
$574,000 TV system and about
$100,000 for the annunciator sys-
tem.

This was a mgjor undertaking
and could not have been success-
ful without the cooperation and
support of the RISC Task Force,
Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney, Assemblyman Pete
Grannis, then Councilman Charles
Millard, severa island residents
(some of them subway crime vic-
tims), and of course, the Transit
Authority — especially Steve
Straussin Government & Commu-
nity Relations. | am so grateful.

Hopefully, the security systems
that we have worked so hard for
will help residents fedl a bit safer
in our local subway stations by
acting as a deterrent to crime. If
and when that doesn't work, we
canat least now issueawarning to
perpetrators:

“Y ou’re caught on tape!”

Comparison Shopper

Nina Lublin
Nina Lublin
5-11 Jan 19297 Sloan’s Trade Fair Asaociated Fionaer

Roasevslt Island 2355 B'way, Astoria Bway & 21"Astoria 2™ AwiGdth. Manhattan
Froduce
ldaho Baking petaloas (5 1) 200 85 .69 1.09
Yellew onions [2-Ib bag) L 59 (3 Ib/ .80 .60 95
Canots (2 1) 8% 78 i) (3 [bM.00 .66
loeherg letiurce (head) 75 Y 59 58
I'emataes - plum (b 1.4 (2 b/ 58, 50 (2 /.54 &0 e
Fad Dalicious applas (b &4 i B8 106
Grapaiuit, pink 1.28 2 (54104} .16 [381.04% .34
Juices & Soft Drinks
Lligt (Zoke (2 liters) 1.649 {FPrepsi) 95 EE 1,88
Apple juices (hall gal) Linceln 1.89 Wctis 2.69 AdEEw sole 1.98 Motis 2 BG
Poultry, Meat & Fish
Whole phickens () 1.89 i) KT I TH]
Shady Brook ground Larkay (b 3.29 245 na f Perdue 2,29 2,28
Ground girlein () .98 Z.29 2.9% 3.99
Salnmaon filets (k) b.04u 4.95 4,08 5.00
Staples
Barilla pastas {1 |b pkgs) 1.09 na 1.25 1.4%9
Rage spaghetli saune (280z) 2.39 2,35 219 289
Ronzoni pastas (1 Ik pkgs) .8g [2#1.00; .50 1241001 .50 1.19 & 1.49
Caraling rce (40cz) 1.G7 1.58 1.49 1.749
Wesson (il (Ifoz) 1.899 218 1.79 228
Heinz ketchup (4002) T 3280209 315 2.39 354
Gulden's Mustard {Soz) *1.08 B9 a0 .29 1.0%9
Hallma's Mayonnass (16023 203 1.59 1.69 1.99
h of Sea white meat tuna (Goz} 204 1.88 1.69 1.849
Special K {150z} 509 ER:E] 4.49 5.HO
Folgers (1302 camy 3489 FEL] 2.99 399
Motts Matural Ap Sauce [(230z) 1.74 1.50 1.38 1.78
Del Monte can str beans (14,50 1.0 IS B4 L
Progressen Mincstrone [150=) 229 1.58 1.59 (sale 2/3.00} 1.50
Laundry, Paper & Plastic
Clorox bleach (hall galh 1.45 *149471.29 1.29 1.549
‘Wisk Ultra Concentrated {S0oz) 549 4.58 4.49 5189
Ultra Downy Fak Sof nr (0o} 54958 5.19 4.99 629
Scok paper towels (120 sheals) 1.95 1.68 1.5 104
Scolt napking {250% 2.6 [2f3.007 1.50 1.82 1.89
Reynalds Aluminum foil (200sqft) £.48 5.42 568 .09
Fidzenex tissuss {250y (#5851 By 227 219 1.79 (175149 3.13
Dairy
2% milk {half gal) 1_F5E 1.5 1.35 1.60
Tropicana arangs juice (half gal) {245 00 2,50 (26005 2.50 1.949 3,25
Land C¥lLakes butter {1 Ik k) 240 2.29 204 ERE
Darnan Yogurl - plain (Fo2) 85 T .39 G
Frozen Foods
Rirdzeye spinach (10oz) L] ) 89 1 0E
Haageh Dazs ice cream [pint) 348 250 2.65 3.09
Eggo waflles {arge pkg) 2.4a 2.09 2.49 2.49
Index Total
Bazkeat Total

Index total represents total of unit prices (for example, just one pound of meat normally purchased in greater quantity), adjusted to compare a similar size or quantity. Basket total is based on actual
goods available at a given store, and is intended to reflect likely purchase decisions. To maintain comparability of totals, where items were not available (na) at one or more stores, the item is not included
in either total. *Both price labels seen on items on shelf; totals assume shopper would buy lower price. **Different prices apparently based on width of noodle. ***Where different sizes or quantity
packaging found, prices shown in parens are actual; rightmost price is a conversion, where necessary, to facilitate comparison.
The full 80-item list shopped this month appears on Website NYC10044. For a printed copy of the full list, call (212) 753-3043 and leave your name, building
number & apartment number. Off-island readers send a self-addressed stamped envelope and $2 to Main Street WIRE, 531 Main #1611, NYC10044. Do you have

a favorite market (or basket items) you’d like compared in a future issue? Call (212) 826-9056 with information.

Jay Levine

TSWIRE

finished in second place overal.
For more information, call Joyce
Mincheff at 486-1997.

SOCCER The soccer season
has also moved indoors on
Roosevelt Island. The Island
Youth Program is sponsoring a
Kinderkickers indoor program.
Thiswill beaninstructional league
focusing on skills, team play and
positions. The programisfor kids
5-7, and is held every Saturday
morning  10:30-12:00 at
SportsPark. There are still 9 ros-
ter spots left, so come down and
register. The cost is $30 and in-
cludesateam shirt and trophy. For
moreinformation call Renato Folla
at 935-5303.

BASKETBALL A weekly
clinic for aspiring hoopsters aged
7-9 is being held every Saturday
12:00-2:30 in the gym at PS/IS
217. Thisisan instructional pro-
gram with unofficial games. The
cost is $25. Parent volunteer
coachesarea so needed. For more
information call CharlesDeFino at
935-3645.

The R.l. Youth Center Basket-
ball L eague hasbegun for kids10-
13. Thesix-teamleaguewill play
Friday nightsat 6:00inthegym at
PS/I1S217. Teamsare co-ed. All
six teams will make the playoffs
with the championship game
scheduled for Mar. 14% and apos-
sible All-Star game scheduled for
March 21. Fansarewelcome.

Here are the game summaries
from the opening week of the sea-
son;

Light Blue (coached by John
Kelly) led by Nick Ortiz's 22
points, Devin Epp’s ball handling
and Matt Jordan’ s rebounding de-
feated Grey, 46-36. The Grey
team (coached by Ralph Munoz)
was paced by Alex Sheppard's
game-high 23 pointsand a2-point
jumper by Taryn Levine which
werethefirst pointsscored by girls
in the league.

In the biggest thriller of the
night, Royal Blue (coached by
Steve Marcus) defeated Black
(coached by AlbieMorales) 26-24
on Hamidou Soumare’s jumper
with 12 seconds I€eft in the game.
Royal Blue was paced by Oren
Pail’s team-high 12 points and
Enado Burgo's 8. Black, despite
the tough loss, was led by Ariela
White’s rebounding, Mike
Hammond's dlick ball-handling
with 12 points and Keni Hovi’s 6
points.

Inthefina gameof theevening,
atight defensive struggle between
Navy (coached by Mike Babcock)
and Red (coached by Mark Kelly
& Richard Kramer) was won by
Red 18-12. The Red team’'s P.J.
Kaplan blew up inthe last 3 min-
utes and scored the find 6 points
to lead Red to victory. P.J.led all
scorers with 7 points and Martin
Murphy had the league’s first 3
pointer. Navy was led by John
Michael Chadonic's 6 pts. and
ChriginaKirkmanwasthefirst girl
to goto thefoul line.

Standings W-L GB
Light Blue 1-0 0
Royal Blue 1-0 0

Red 1-0 0
Grey 0-1 1
Black 0-1 1
Navy 0-1 1

If you have sports-related news,

announcements, scores, or stand-
ings please call me at 688-3358 or
E-mail meat wiresports@aol.com.
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U KDAN-ORGOAINIC
A HOME DELIVERY SERVICE OF
ORGANIC PRODUCE & GROCERIES

We deliver boxes of
organically grown
fruits & vegetables
to your kifehen Table,

Qur §27, §37 or §52
boxes contain 16-20
e " |

IHI{J!:'.-'D- T LR, Wi o

weekdy & with the season

Dietary restrictions. allergies & loves/loathes in your
vegetable world are respected.

We also have an extensive range of organic
groceries & hormone free dairy products.

FOR INFORMATION. GALL US AT:
888-487-2260(1-888-4-URBAN-O)

falcts about
ToothWh

Call...

Lawrence M. Itskowitch, D.D.S.,P.C.

Office Hours

Mon. & Fri. 9 AM - 6 PM
Tues. & Wed. 12PM - 9 PM
Thurs. 3 PM - 7 PM

501 Main St
(212) 752-8722

Now: FREE, FAST delivery to Roosevelt Island by car

Gourmet Chinese Food

Goldes Clira

Express

48-11 Vernon Blvd., LIC
Tel: 718 482-9462 or 482-0225

Our Famous Chef specializes in Szechuan & Hunan Cuisine
**New York Times
Free Delivery 2-10 pm
Currently delivering to over 400 families on Roosevelt Island

The Capn

522 Main Street

FREE

DELIVERY
688-4702

688-4703

minimum delivery $7

Serving Fine Food and Pizza
on the Island for over ten years.

10% discount on
Dining Room service
Feb. 9-15 during
Tramway Appreciation Week

Punjahi

INDIAN CUISINE

“Uncommonly good Indian food”
as reviewed by Sylvia Carter, Newsday 9/13

Open till late night
Lunch Buffet $g-99 21st St at 43rd Av., LIC
11-3:30 Mon-Sat
Dinner Buffet $9.95 - 5 L5—9“B|ridé§J .
Vegetarian dishes available 3 N <
Catering for all occasions :l ® ﬁUg E
FREE DELIVERY swrdnve, 3 8
718-784-7444 [ 1 ©e!7 /

; ‘Ui_) ANIMAL CLINIC OF L.I.C }fp“w

ST

|
g COMPASSIONA TE FULL MEDICAL &

= |
I VETERINARY CARE &y SURGICAL SERVICES |
] FOR YOUR PET EXOTICS WELCOMED l
I VACCINATIONS X-RAYS |
§ -SPAYING & NEUTERING DENTAL CARE i
! LAB WORK MEDICAL BATH I
I 50% DISCOUNT ON FIRST OFFICE VISIT 1
I SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT/MULTIPLE PET DISCOUNT I
| 33-04 36th AVENUE I
ny 718 729-1495 l
: WE GIVE THE LOVE & CARE YOUR PET !

1 DESERVE #



