
in association with Website NYC10044Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper

Saturday, October 4, 1997Vol. 17, No. 12

See Blackwell, page 3

Blackwell House, Island’s Oldest Building, Threatened by Neglect and Decay
by Mary Camper-Titsingh

Most of us pass the Blackwell farmhouse nearly every
day.  We are charmed by the historic gray, clapboard
house that stands in a park at the south end of our Town
Center.  The Blackwell House is one of six landmark
structures on Roosevelt Island. It is one of very few farm-
houses dating from the post-Revolutionary War period
and it is one of the oldest houses surviving in New York.

But Blackwell House may not survive much longer if
its present exterior deterioration is evidence.  The paint
on the entire two-story house, especially the white-painted
trim, is cracked and peeling, allowing rainwater to rot the
bare wood underneath the paint.  Curling wood shingles
are buffeted by overhanging tree limbs, vines are grow-
ing in a gutter, broken windowpanes are covered over
with cardboard, the rear porch, with its four elegant, but
splitting Ionic columns that hold up its roof, is threaten-
ing to collapse.  One can only hope that no pedestrian

by Debra Mount Cornet
Roosevelt Island’s repesentative to

the State Assembly, Pete Grannis, has
asked Mayor Rudolph Giuliani to
propose two names for membership
on the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation (RIOC) Board of Direc-
tors immediately.

Frank Farance, Roosevelt Island Information Service

Website NYC10044

Dear Dr. Blue,
I am writing on behalf of the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute...

regarding preserving the three acres of land at the southern tip of Roosevelt
Island as a memorial park...  It is my understanding that this has been desig-
nated by the Urban Development Corporation and the Four Freedoms Foun-
dation as a memorial park in honor of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.
Though sufficient funding has not been raised to build the memorial de-
signed by Louis Kahn, I feel that it is extremely important that this site be
designated and maintained as a
park in honor of the Roosevelts.

I would be extremely grate-
ful if you could confirm that this
site will continue to be reserved
for a park in honor of Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt, and that
no development will take place
on this site...

The incredible location... and
the ideals behind the develop-
ment of Roosevelt Island make
this a symbolically fitting loca-
tion for a memorial to President
Roosevelt.

Sincerely,
Gifford Miller
Council Member
Fifth District – Manhattan

Dear Councilman Miller:
Thank you for your recent let-

ter to Dr. Blue...
...the southern tip of the is-

land... was never formally des-
ignated... for a Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt memorial,
and no mention of such a me-
morial can be found in the Mas-
ter Lease negotiated between
the City and the Urban Devel-
opment Corporation...

It has been more than a quarter of a century since plans for a memorial
were drawn, and to date, the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute has
not been able to raise the funds necessary to bring to fruition past sugges-
tions.

The agency has recently issued a RFP for Waterfront Development, and
Southpoint is mentioned in it.  The Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Insti-
tute, and other interested parties, are welcome to participate in the RFP pro-
cess, but I would suggest that any proposals submitted demonstrate a greater
degree of feasibility than those of the past.

Sincerely,
Michael Twomey Greason
Director of Communications
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation

In an exchange of letters,
little hope for FDR Memorial

Grannis Asks Mayor to Fill
His Slots on the RIOC Board

In a letter also signed by City
Council Member Gifford Miller,
Grannis pressed the Mayor to take
action.  “We are writing you to urge
your immediate attention to the long-
overdue matter of fulfilling your re-
sponsibility for recommending to
Governor Pataki the names of quali-

fied people to fill the two vacancies
that have existed on the [RIOC]
Board of Directors during your ten-
ure as Mayor.”

Referring to New York State Law,
Grannis reminded the Mayor that the
two positions may be filled only by
him and that one must be an Island
resident, and stressed the City’s in-
terest in the “continued success of
this model community and its 8,200
residents.  We feel it is particularly
important at this critical juncture in
the Island’s history that representa-
tives of the City administration be
involved in RIOC’s decisions,”
Grannis wrote.

RIRA President Patrick Stewart
supported any effort to enlist the City
in Island matters.  “I wholeheartedly
endorse what Grannis said.  How-
ever, we have been unsuccessful so
far in getting the City involved.”

In an interview last week, Grannis
acknowledged growing unease about
the fiscal state of the Island.  “I’m
worried that it looks like a financial
shell game.  It’s most critical.

“The Island is a substantial invest-
ment. You would think the City of
New York might show some concern
about whether the Island succeeds.”
And, he observed, “The people are
City Taxpayers.”

Governor Pataki recently appointed
a non-resident, Frank McKenna, to the
RIOC Board in a position previously
occupied by a resident, Willard War-
ren.  Warren could have been reap-
pointed, though his term had expired.

Stealth Budgeting

$100,000 to Good Shepherd
Assemblymember Pete Grannis announced Monday that $100,000

was appropriated in the 1997-98 New York State budget to start res-
toration of Roosevelt Island’s historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
The appropriation was placed in the budget at Grannis’ request.

In an apparent move to prevent the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation from using the funds for other purposes, or not using
them at all (RIOC President Jerome Blue has refused to ask for a
State appropriation for the Island), the funds have been put under the
control of the New York Landmarks Conservancy’s Sacred Sites
Program.  The church is one of six Island landmarks.

Good Shepherd has been the subject of increasing concern as it
has shown vulnerability to wet weather and ordinary decay.  Resi-
dents Association President Patrick Stewart, among other resident
leaders, has suggested the building might become unsafe for the many
community activities centered there.

The church was a gift of the banker George M. Bliss to the Episco-
pal City Mission Society, and designed by British architect Frederick
Clark Withers in 1889 for worship by inmates of Welfare Island’s
prisons, hospitals and almshouse.  Today, the church is used by the
Island’s Roman Catholic church as well as by the Protestant Parish.

“I’m very pleased that money will now be available to begin the
overdue work needed to restore this cherished community treasure,”
Grannis said in making the announcement.  Capital project priorities
identified by the Chapel’s consulting engineer include work on the
roof, masonry, drainage system, leaded windows and exterior doors.

View from UN:  Sign at Southpoint

Island government is broken and needs a complete
overhaul.  That’s the conclusion of a report prepared by
the Maple Tree Group (MTG), after weekly open meet-
ings since July that focused on what should be done about
governance of Roosevelt Island in the future.

The group’s leader, David Bauer, will present its
group’s draft report to a public meeting of the Common
Council of the Residents Association (RIRA) at 8:00
Wednesday night (Oct. 8).  He is a retired city manager
and consultant to local governments.

“We’ve set personalities aside,” says Bauer.  “The draft
report lays the blame for defects on the system that cre-
ated the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC),
which we see as a ‘Father Knows Best’ approach.”

The MTG report proposes that services presently un-
der the control of RIOC be turned over to an elected
board of Island citizens, suggesting that since New York
State has withdrawn financial support for day-to-day
services, there is no reason for RIOC to decide how ser-
vices should be administered.

If RIRA’s Common Council gives general approval
to the ideas in the draft report, MTG plans to seek re-
placement of  the legislation that created RIOC.

Copies of the draft report will be available Monday evening
at MTG’s regular meeting, held at 7:30 at Good Shepherd.

Group to Propose
Fixing Island Gov’tThe School Volunteer Program (SVP) at PS/IS 217 is

looking for participants.  Training sessions are sched-
uled for three Tuesday mornings, starting October 14.

“I like it very much,” says Monique Russ, an Island
senior who spends two hours a week helping children in
the school’s library.  “I was really shy at first, a little
unsure of myself, but I’m absolutely insane about kids.
I sense that they need to be surrounded by people who
care about them and respect them.  Somehow, it’s very
easy to reach them – even the difficult kids.  I found that
they’re very receptive.”

Islanders interested in learning more about the pro-
gram can call Susan Cohen, the PS/IS 217 Guidance
Counselor, at 980-1380.

The New York City SVP, founded in 1956, was the
first of its kind in the nation.  It has served as the model
for hundreds of similar efforts nationwide.  Research has
demonstrated that nine out of ten students helped by SVP
tutors improved their attitude toward school, and a third
of those tutored because of academic difficulties achieved
or exceeded grade level in reading or math within a single
year.

“I feel that I’m getting much more back than I give [to
the program],” says Russ.  While her volunteer schedule
in the school’s library is two hours a week, the program
uses volunteers for longer periods as well.  Most tutor-
ing takes place in daytime hours, but evening and week-
end placements are also available.

School Seeking Volunteers
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Stunning Numbers
One day last week I was stunned by a report on television

that black babies have a mortality rate 50% higher than white
babies.  Numerous reasons were cited for the disparity, but I
could not really focus on them at the time because the figures
themselves were still weighing on my mind.  I phoned my friend
Jerome – Dr. Jerome Tolbert, who is black and an Island resi-
dent – to ask him if maybe I had been mistaken in what I heard.
Unfortunately not.  I asked what could be done to reduce those
tragic numbers.  Jerome said he is involved in work
aimed at just that goal.  He promised to write an
article for WIRE readers to address the problem.

Sacred Cows
Phew!  Or pew.  There is a stink arising from

RIOC’s handling of a takeover of control for scheduling
events at the Church of the Good Shepherd, and the rentals
that might be generated there.  Somehow, I have a sense that
RIOC views the chapel as a potential cash cow, or if you will, a
fatted calf, intending to milk it for all it can. Maybe it’s time for
someone to nail to the church door a manifesto that says “Let
this sanctuary alone.”  Better still, nail the same thing to RIOC’s
inner door, the one that protects its sacred cows.

Honoring Olga
One of the few positive things the current administration

of RIOC has done in recent memory is to honor our long-time
supporter, State Senator Olga Mendez, during Hispanic Heri-
tage Month.  Olga has constantly celebrated with us and pro-
tested with us here on many occasions, particularly when our
Tram service was threatened, and has always been responsive
to individual pleas for help insofar as possible.  She truly de-
serves to be awarded all of the accolades Islanders can bestow
on her as Hispanic Heritage Month continues through October
15.

Getting Involved
Calling all you would-be community volunteers – those who

haven’t already offered their services to others.  There is a news
item in this edition that might appeal to you.  Our own PS/IS
217 needs school volunteers.  A classy way to get involved.

To the Editor,
This is in response to your Hello,

Mr. Mayor? editorial in the Septem-
ber 20 issue, and in particular to the
possibility of approaching the media,
calling ourselves the City Dwellers
the Mayor Forgot.  By all means,
let’s take our case to the media in the
form of a press conference, but let’s
place the blame where it belongs:
squarely on the shoulders of Pataki
& Company.

While almost certainly Guiliani,
were we to take our complaints to
him, would be sympathetic, legally
he would be unable to otherwise help
and would be correct in so saying.
Roosevelt Island and its governance
are simply not in any way under the
City’s jurisdiction – we were, we are
and we will be controlled solely by
the State.  Better we go to the media
billed as the State Wards the Gover-
nor Forgot.

Barbara Potts
Island House

To the Editor,
Well, Dr. Blue has done it, again.

In his finite wisdom, lack of good
judgment and uncaring for the RI
residents he has removed the rich his-
tory details of the island from the
shuttle busses and replaced them with
the now badly buckled, hanging “Ad-
vertise Here” announcements along
the full length and both sides of the
inside bus space.  I often re-read the
history to remind myself of the rich-
ness of the island and visitors to the
island must also get a similar impres-
sion.  Now it reminds me of the el-
ementary mentality of RIOC.  Oh,
by the way, someone thought that it
would be in good taste to alternate
pale yellow and blue versions of the
a d v e r t i s i n g
signs.   There
have been no ad-
vertisers taking
advantage of the
i m p r e s s i v e
RIOC offer in
over a month
since they have
been up. Why?

A more appro-
priate action
would have been
to leave the his-
tory signs where
they were and
share the space
with the adver-
tising signs.  The
“advertising” ef-
fect would have been the same.  What
a novel idea!

Dr. Blue, the island has a rich his-
tory and the signs should be restored.
I can’t wait for the day when you are
history and your story will be pub-
lished in the shuttle busses under the
title, “Never Again.”

Harry Small
40 River Rd.

Dear Roosevelt Islanders:
As a 15 year resident of this Island,

I implore all of you that this wonder-
ful place you live in is in perilous dan-
ger!

You may not know about it (not
that The Wire and many residents
haven’t tried to get the word to you).
It is being blocked by the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corp. (RIOC),
Jerome Blue, who heads RIOC, and
Governor Pataki who runs RIOC.

They have also blocked word to
you of some meetings, which all resi-
dents have been invited to, to air the
future of this Island, but Mr. Blue
answers almost zero questions!

As an Island of 8,000-odd taxpay-
ing residents, RIOC and Governor
Pataki are giving us almost nothing
(even though New York State has a
surplus of about $2 billion!)

Our Island is crumbling (to the
point of physical danger).

RIOC wants to sell our Tram
“down the river” to the MTA.

They illegally keep public infor-
mation from us.

They conducted illegal surveys on
the Tram and the Metrocard.

RIOC defames Roosevelt Island
and FDR by saying we’ve been
spoiled by the “Great Society” long
enough (yet all classes live here in-
cluding the poor, elderly and handi-
capped).

RIOC is illegally dishonoring the
lease of this island with NYC which
says NYS could let us go when we
were “self-sufficient” at 20,000 resi-
dents (we only have 8,000).

They are allowing our Church to
go to ruin on the point of collapse.

Our great paper, The Wire, our
only media, could disappear, and
most important...

We pay RIOC a lot of money to
do nothing for us and they stand in
the way of our democratic process
rather than promote it.

We are the only community in this
city and maybe
the State, where
we have no de-
mocracy!

I wish I could
do more to fight
for this Island
but I have a
mom with
Alzheimers and
a dad with can-
cer, who live
here (which
m a n y
Roosevelt Is-
landers have
helped me with)
and a full time
job (where, like
everyone else, I
worry about the

next layoff).
If my mom were well she’d fight

for this Island with me; please help
us do it!

Flood RIOC with your outrage
(Tel. 832-4540).

Go to the meetings with RIOC.
Call the media and get this story

out.
Call legislators –especially Mayor

Guiliani and Gov. Pataki (it’s elec-
tion time)!

We can’t let a great multi-socio-
economic community like us die, just
because Gov. Pataki wants it.

Fight back! We are a democracy!
Janet M. Shea

The WIRE welcomes letters to the
Editor, to the community, and to offi-
cials, and will consider publication
Name Withheld basis, but the writer’s
name, address, and telephone num-
ber must be provided.  Preferred
methods of submission:  IBM-com-
patible 3.5” floppy disk (any word-
processing software) left at 531 Main
Street for The WIRE; by ASCII text
email (72260.20@compuserve.com); or
typed, double-spaced copy left at
531 Main Street or faxed to (212)
755-2540.  Clearly handwritten let-
ters will be considered.  All letters
are subject to editing for length.

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy

island observer
appears regularly on

Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com

Contributions welcome

I am one of those transplanted New
Yorkers.  Growing up in Northeast-
ern Ohio, I knew the joy of having a
park to romp in, friends to congre-
gate with, and neighbors to stuff a
sandwich in me when necessary.  So,
when the production world brought
me to NYC, I expected those little
elements of happiness from the
midwest to be nothing more than a
fond and distant memory.

Then I discovered this Island.  A
haven for bikes and roller bladers, a
place where the water, the trees and
the family stroller mingle with the
hum of the FDR... a community sen-
sitive to the needs of the Goldwater
residents, supportive to the hectic life
of professionals and responsive to the
basic family unit.  How could there
be any sort of major upheaval in a
world so fundamentally sound?

But, as is often the case, someone
and/or something is threatening this
brave and harmonious Island envi-
ronment.  It would be easy to com-
plain, blame, point the finger in a
variety of directions.  After all, in this
way we could vent our rage and re-
turn to our hectic or placid routines.

Invariably, however, the truth be-
comes evident.  In order to have a
community we must commune.
Politicians and business interests can
either be corrupt and greedy or rep-
resentative and responsible. It is our
duty to make them accountable, re-
sponsive and respectful of our com-
munity and its welfare.

If we choose to speak as one, be-
come proactive and define our vision
for this island, the insensitive, unre-
sponsive and irresponsible will have
no choice but to lead, follow or get
out of our way.

Until we do this, the fenced land,
empty facilities and “for Sale/Devel-
opment” signs will continue to
plague this gem of an Island.

Maybe we just don’t want a com-
munity here.  After all, we would not
be facing the issues at hand if the
population organized, galvanized
and realized that they, and not some
disassociated individual or organiza-
tions, are the guts and glory of
Roosevelt Island.

It is time to protect and promote
that which we love.  For most assur-
edly, there are those who would
gladly sacrifice our community for
their limited, uninformed and selfish
reasons.

Then many of us would have to
begin a new search for community.

Tom Shaker
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Public Safety Blotter

During the time period covered by this
summary, have you reported an incident
to Public Safety that doesn’t appear
here?  Please call 826-9055.

Compiled by Claire Friedland • 317-8523
Saturday, October 4 – Monthly

meeting of Westview/Island House
Task Force, lower community
room, Westview, 8:00 p.m.  Manage-
ment representatives will be present.

Sunday, October 5 – Church of
the Good Shepherd:  8:15 a.m., Sun-
day School; 10:00 a.m., Holy Com-
munion, with
Choir and ser-
mon; 11:00 a.m.,
Pre-Teen & Teen
Venture Groups.

Sunday, Octo-
ber 5 – Meeting of the Roosevelt Is-
land Art Association, 11 a.m.,  in
the Studio, 546 Main Street, 12th
floor.  Studio and exhibition space;
possibility of modeling sessions.
421-5939.

Monday, October 6 – Meeting of
The Maple Tree Group, 7:30 p.m.,
Church of the Good Shepherd, con-
sidering the future of Island govern-
ment.  One hour. All are welcome.

Wednesday, October 8 – Meet-
ing of Roosevelt Island Residents
Association, 8:00 p.m., Church of
the Good Shepherd.  Presentation
by Maple Tree Group of its draft
report on governance of the Island.

Please fax or phone event
information to 317-8523.  Please
provide a phone number for follow-
up.

A correction
In The WIRE’s lead story last is-

sue Zakia Wazani was misidentified
as an Eastwood Resident.  She should
have been identified as the Co-Chair
of the Westview/Island House Task
Force, and is a Westview resident.

For the first time in its history, Roosevelt Island’s adults
will be able to find a personal physician here.

Jack Resnick, M.D., a 20-year resident of  the Island,
opens a practice Monday at 501 Main Street,
joining the practice of the Island’s two pe-
diatricians, Katherine Grimm and Douglas
Waite.  He plans office hours for late after-
noon and evening.  Patients will be seen by
appointment, arranged by calling 753-5505.

Resnick plans to serve the entire commu-
nity, seeing patients with commercial insur-
ance, Medicaid and Medicare. He plans to
announce affiliations with managed care
companies soon.

 “I’m a firm believer in house calls,”
Resnick says.  “I learned about their impor-
tance the last time I was a small-town doc-
tor.”  Resnick spent several years as the sole
physician in a small North Carolina town
before returning to New York to complete
specialist training.  “Those were the most rewarding years
of my practice life,”  he recalls.  “I really got to know the
people well, and would visit them at home. Home is
where you really get to know the person.”

Resnick is on staff at Lenox Hill and Mount Sinai Hos-
pitals in Manhattan.  “I had considered affiliating with a
Queens hospital,” he explains, “but after meeting with
the Roosevelt Island Seniors last week, I dropped that
idea. They prefer Manhattan-based hospitals.”

Thursday, October 9 – Monthly
meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation, 10:00 a.m., Good
Shepherd.

Tuesday, October 14 – First train-
ing session of The New York City
School Volunteer Program, PS/IS

217, 9:15-11:15
a.m.  Call 980-1380
for advance regis-
tration.  Additional
sessions same time
October 21 and 28;

attendance at all sessions required.
Friday, October 17 – Next sched-

uled issue of The WIRE.  Copy
deadlines Oct. 10, 13.  Ad deadline
Wed., Oct. 8; deadline for It’s In The
Bag advertising, Mon., Oct. 13 with
actual delivery of materials Thur.,
Oct. 2.  Future issue dates:  Oct. 31,
Nov. 14, Dec. 5, 19, Jan. 9, 23, Feb.
6, 20, Mar. 6, 20.

Saturday, October 25 –
Roosevelt Island Tree Board’s Fall
Tree Walk, 10 a.m., conducted by
State Forester Michael Curley.  Free

Saturday, October 25 – Hallo-
ween Parade.  Call 838-4747 for in-
formation.

September 11 – Criminal Mischief, Motorgate.  An Island driver re-
turned to his car after parking overnight on 4C (reserved) and found the
fenders, doors and quarter panels damaged.

September 12 – Criminal Mischief, Motorgate.  Five days after parking
on Area 3, an Island motorist discovered that his car had scratches on fend-
ers, doors, a quarter panel and hood.

September 23 – Criminal Trespass and Criminal Mischief, 560 Main
Street.  Responding to a re-
port of noise coming from a
vacant apartment, Public
Safety officers demanded en-
try.  Those inside refused.
When the sound of shatter-
ing glass was heard, the officers kicked in the door.  Discovering that a male
teenager had jumped out of a window, they apprehended him when he was
seen entering a lower-floor apartment.  Also taken into custody were two
teenage girls.  The trio was transported to the NYPD’s 19th Precinct in Man-
hattan for processing.  Charged with Criminal Trespass and Criminal Mis-
chief were James Barker, 18; Lecia Hymson, 17, and Rachel Jeudy, 17.  All
are Island residents.

September 27 – Grand Larceny, Auto, Motorgate.  An Island resident
reported that he had parked his car on September 21.  Returning six days
later, he found the vehicle missing.  Insurance papers and garage pass were
in the car.

In addition, two previously unreported break-ins occurred in recent weeks
at the Roosevelt Island Council of Organization Office at 546 Main Street.
In the most recent incident in early August, a computer was reportedly sto-
len.  In the first break-in, July 24, a copy machine, telephone and tape re-
corder disappeared.

At the Senior Center
Stay Well (Exercise), Mondays 10-11 a.m., Wednesdays 9:30-10 a.m.
English Classes, Mondays 12-1 p.m., Wednesdays and Fridays 10-11

a.m.
Bingo, Tuesdays 1:30 p.m.
Citizenship Classes, Fridays 12:30-1 p.m.
Tai Chi (Exercise), Thursdays 10-11 a.m.
Tuesday, October 7, 12:30-2:30 p.m., Modeling/Walking Workshop,

preparing for November Fashion Show
Friday, October 10, 12:30 p.m., Oldies Movie
Monday, October 13, Closed (Columbus Day)
Tuesday, October 14, 12:30-2:30 p.m., Beauty Makeover Workshop
Wednesday, October 15, RISA Atlantic City Trip
Friday, October 17, 10:45 a.m., Nutritionist
Monday, October 20, 12:30, Arts & Crafts

Physician Resnick Starts Island Practice

will trip on the rotting steps leading up to the porch. The
formerly charm-
ing colonial garden with its fountain
is today a mess of tangled weeds.

When the Dutch owned our island
it was called Varckens Eylandt —
Pig Island.  It had been purchased in
1637 from two Indian chiefs by the
Dutch Governor Wouter van Twiller
and was farmed under land grants
from the Dutch West India Com-
pany.  Farmer Laurens Duyts de-
faulted on his lease and lost it in 1658
and by 1667 the British had confis-
cated and renamed it Hog Island.

In 1668 Captain John Manning
was granted a “patent” on the island
by the first British Governor of New
York, Richard Nicolls.  Nicolls was
appointed Governor by the Duke of
York, who had been given the Dutch
colony of New Amsterdam when
Britain’s King Charles II laid claim
to it in 1664.  Captain Manning mis-
managed his command of New
York’s Fort James during a Dutch
attack and was tried by court mar-
tial.  In public disgrace, he moved to
this island retreat, and called it
Manning’s Island.  There, a visitor
reported that the Captain’s “enter-
tainment was a Bowl of Rum-
Punch.”

Mary Manningham Blackwell in-
herited the island from her stepfather,
Captain John Manning, and mem-
bers of the Blackwell family farmed
it from the late 17th Century to 1828,
during which time it was known as
Blackwell’s Island.  Between 1796
and 1804 James Blackwell built the
simple, well-proportioned farmhouse
that remains today.  It is the sole sur-
vivor of a farm that had “two small
Dwelling Houses, a Barn, Bake and
Fowl House, a Cider Mill,” a large
orchard, running springs and rock
quarries.  In fact, the Lighthouse at
the north tip of the island was built
with stones from the Blackwell quar-
ries.

In 1828 Peter Cooper, an iron in-
dustrialist and outstanding leader in
the civic affairs of New York City,
(who planned Cooper Union to pro-

Blackwell from page 1

Judith Berdy, Historical Society

Blackwell House, circa 1965

A graduate of the New York University School of
Medicine, Resnick completed his training as a specialist
in adult medicine at the University of Rochester.  He

practiced for many years on Long Island
at the Jewish Medical Center.

Resnick’s family has been active in the
Island community almost since its incep-
tion. He is the founder of The Main Street
WIRE and was its editor for its first twelve
years.  He was also involved in the found-
ing of the Island Jewish Congregation,
and a charter board member.  His wife,
Terri, was involved in the early years of
the Day Nursery and the Main Street The-
atre (MST).  Both senior Resnicks have
been active performers on the MST stage.

Other Island physicians have wel-
comed Resnick’s decision to begin a prac-
tice here.  Dr. Katherine Grimm, the Main
Street pediatrician, says she has been urg-

ing Resnick to make this move for quite some time.
“Many of my patients’ parents ask me for a doctor for
themselves,” she says.  “Dr. Resnick will be an impor-
tant source for health care for many people here.”

Drs. Steven Meed and Jerome Tolbert, two Island resi-
dents who are internists with practices in Manhattan, also
welcome Resnick’s decision. While both have Roosevelt
Island residents as patients, they agree that a commu-
nity-based physician will meet an important need.

vide for education for the working
classes) persuaded New York City
to purchase Blackwell’s Island for
$32,000.  The Blackwell House then
became the home of the administra-
tor of the penitentiary that was built
on our island.  In the late 19th Cen-
tury the name changed to Welfare Is-
land and the warden of the island’s
Almshouse moved into the
Blackwell House.

Thereafter it stood empty and by
the late 1960’s it was in an advanced
state of decay.  The noted architec-
tural historian, Henry-Russell
H i t c h c o c k
prepared a re-
port for the
Landmarks
Preservation
Commission
in 1969 rec-
ommending
the preserva-
tion and res-
toration of the
B l a c k w e l l
House be-
cause “it has a
special char-
acter, special historical and aesthetic
interest and value.”  In 1973 the New
York State Urban Development Cor-
poration commissioned the well-
known New York architect, Giorgio
Cavaglieri, to carry out the complete
restoration of the Blackwell House.
He did so in a highly sympathetic and
suitable manner.

In 1984, at the urging of the
Roosevelt Island Historical Society,
the Island’s  administrators spent ap-
proximately $40,000 on repairs and
repainting the historic structure.  The
Historical Society had been using the

house for its community meetings,
lectures, exhibits and special events.
Judith Berdy, a former President of
the Historical Society, reports: “The
Blackwell House was the focal point
of the Society.  People were always
intrigued by it and wanted to see the
rooms that had been furnished and
decorated in 18th Century style by
Vera Hahn, a well-known interior
designer.  The Blackwell House was
even pictured in an issue of Colonial
Homes magazine.”

After the 1984 restoration, how-
ever, the Historical Society was de-

nied access to
the house.
Instead, Is-
land adminis-
trators rented
the house at
less than
$2000 per
month to a
businessman
who has since
defaulted on
p a y m e n t s
and declared
bankruptcy.

No revenues are now being realized.
The current RIOC administration is
taking legal action to evict the ten-
ant and repossess the property.
Carole Kennedy, current President of
the Historical Society, commented:
“We have no idea where the 18th
Century antiques, chairs, a highboy,
a gilt mirror, two tables, a valuable
strip rug, etc. have been stored.  But
worse, interest in the Historical So-
ciety has waned since we can’t use
the Blackwell House for meetings
any more.”

Over the last thirteen years the rav-
ages of time, neglect and indifference
have allowed the Blackwell farm-
house to slip into a dilapidated state
of disrepair that may be threatening
its continued existence.  How can we
instill pride in our country’s heritage
in our children when we undervalue
an asset like the Blackwell House
with a want of respect and failure to
protect it?

by Debra Mount Cornet
Although most residents list crime and street behavior

as their number one complaints on the Island, only a
sparse crowd showed up for last Thursday’s Commu-
nity Precinct Meeting at the Manhattan Park Theater.
The monthly meetings focus on fire and police issues.

“It’s a disgrace that not more than fifty residents are
here,” complained Roosevelt Island Resident Associa-
tion President Patrick Stewart.  Those attending pressed
representatives from the Fire Department and 114th Pre-
cinct in Queens for answers on crime and fire safety.
But when the meeting ended, fire safety questions lin-
gered, particularly for seniors and the disabled.

Doryne Isley, General Manager of Roosevelt Island
Housing Management, started the session by asking Fire
Department Battallion Chief Joseph Dwyer to outline
procedures for responding to fires on the Island.  “A few
days ago, we answered a call here with 3 engines, 2 trucks
and a rescue vehicle,” he said, referring to a September
21 fire. “We stretched lines and the fire was out in 3
minutes.”

Precinct Meeting Considers Fire Planning
Eastwood resident Joyce Mincheff offered her first-

hand account of that fire. “It took 20 minutes for the Fire
Department to come up and we didn’t know what to do.
I felt the door and opened it when black smoke poured
in,” she said. Calling the Public Safety Department, she
asked if she should evacuate, and whether it would be
safe to take the elevator.  Mincheff said she followed
PSD advice, took the elevator, then remained trapped in
it until the situation cleared.

Thelma McIntosh, Roosevelt Island Housing Manage-
ment Manager, said that the active fire had been put out
before 20 minutes.

RIRA Common Council Member Joan Brooks read a
letter she had written on behalf of the Council request-
ing “assurance that a ‘master list’ of the physically chal-
lenged residents” had been kept current.  She asked that
a meeting be held with the local Fire Department, vari-
ous Housing Managements and building committees to
consider possible “fire drills, and disaster evacuations
and total awareness of the entire Island. God forbid there’s
a disaster.”

A search last week for a missing Island child has prompted the Public
Safety Department (PSD) to issue guidelines for parents.  PSD’s Youth Of-
ficer, Michelle Santiago, has suggested these rules:

• Youths should be instructed to proceed directly to their homes at the end
of the school day, unless otherwise instructed by their parent or guardian.

• They should be cautioned to advise parents or school officials if they
will not be going directly home or to another pre-arranged destination.

• Parents should maintain a list of the names, phone numbers and ad-
dresses of their children’s friends.

• Parents should always be aware of what a child is wearing.
• If your child brings a guest home, notify that child’s parents.
• Parents should know where their children are at all times.
In the September 26 incident, it turned out that the eight-year-old had

gone to a schoolmate’s home to play video games instead of going directly
home, as normal.  He was found at 8:30 p.m. and escorted to Public Safety
to be reunited with a parent, unaware that he had caused considerable con-
cern and effort, which involved searches of stairwells, rooftops, basements,
parks, schools, seawalls, and other locations.  Officers from the 114th Pre-
cinct even set up a central command post at PSD.

From PSD

Guidelines for Parents & KIds

See Precinct, page 7
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IPP

ADT 830-Security System
AT&T Long Distance
AllState Insurance

Beeper Sound
Bloomingdale’s

Bradlees
Lane Bryant

BUGas
Cablevision of NY

Discover
Exxon-Gas Card
Fingerhut Corp

Lerner
The Limited

Macy’s
Nordstrom

Nytel-NYNEX-Bell Atlantic
Sears
Sprint
Stern’s

TimeWarner Cable
Victoria’s Secret

NoNoNoNoNow aw aw aw aw at Bigt Bigt Bigt Bigt Bigeloeloeloeloelowwwww

Complete UPSComplete UPSComplete UPSComplete UPSComplete UPS

serserserserservicevicevicevicevice,,,,, inc inc inc inc includ-lud-lud-lud-lud-

ing neing neing neing neing next daxt daxt daxt daxt day airy airy airy airy air

�����

Western Union Moneygrams
Money Orders

Telegrams
Telephone Bills
Phone Cards

•
We gladly accept all
third-party prescrip-
tion plans, includ-

ing HIP

527 Main Street
838-6161

Fax 754-6250
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Pay bills here

STOP YOUR

FOOT PAIN

NOW
ExperExperExperExperExpert Ft Ft Ft Ft Foot Caroot Caroot Caroot Caroot Care in e in e in e in e in YYYYYour Homeour Homeour Homeour Homeour Home

DrDrDrDrDr. P. P. P. P. Paul Betscaul Betscaul Betscaul Betscaul Betscharharharharharttttt, a Board Certified Podiatrist, is
making house calls in your area.  Dr. Betschart has

received the highest level of  training in his speciality.
He continually expands his expertise through
continued education and clinical research.  Dr.

Betschart is actively involved in the education of
students and doctors at several teaching hospitals.

He uses the most advanced techniques for the relief
of  Heel PHeel PHeel PHeel PHeel Pain, Ingain, Ingain, Ingain, Ingain, Ingrrrrrooooown Nails, Nail Fungus, Corwn Nails, Nail Fungus, Corwn Nails, Nail Fungus, Corwn Nails, Nail Fungus, Corwn Nails, Nail Fungus, Cornsnsnsnsns

and Callouses, Bunions, Hammer and Callouses, Bunions, Hammer and Callouses, Bunions, Hammer and Callouses, Bunions, Hammer and Callouses, Bunions, Hammer TTTTToooooes, Injuries andes, Injuries andes, Injuries andes, Injuries andes, Injuries and
Diabetic FDiabetic FDiabetic FDiabetic FDiabetic Foot Proot Proot Proot Proot Proboboboboblemslemslemslemslems.  Let his gentle hands help

your tender feet todatodatodatodatodayyyyy.

Call TTTTTodaodaodaodaodayyyyy For Your FFFFFrrrrreeeeeeeeee
Initial In Home Consultation

Most Insurance plans including MedicarMedicarMedicarMedicarMedicareeeee accepted

212 995-1500
Call todaCall todaCall todaCall todaCall todayyyyy

Dr. Merrill S. RudinDr. Merrill S. RudinDr. Merrill S. RudinDr. Merrill S. RudinDr. Merrill S. Rudin
Gentle hands-on care

for the relief of
acute & chronic pain

Experienced � Holistic � CaringExperienced � Holistic � CaringExperienced � Holistic � CaringExperienced � Holistic � CaringExperienced � Holistic � Caring

1/2 block from Tram
GHI & Oxford provider

Rudin Chiropractic
211 East 60th Street

New York, New York 10022

Call 212.755.8732

Quality Dentistry for Adults & Children • Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment

Lawrence M. Itskowitch, DDS, PC
752-8722 • 501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
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Have you been in lately?  Come see us.

549 Main Street
Next to the historic Church of the Good Shepherd

752-1517

We’re proud to be here,
part of this great Island community.

(212) 702-8883
Try our new desserts, all baked on premises

Roosevelt Island Cafe - Bakery

• Breaded Steak (Beef) Sandwich • Chicken Sandwich
• Soft Tortilla Taco • Hard Tortilla Taco • Cuban Sandwich

Bring in this coupon for
$3.00 off on a Pound of Cookies

(Coupon valid until 10/20/97)

Free Delivery with minimum purchase of $6.00

Have you tried our Mexican food specialties?

We’re trying hard to
please our customers.
Roosevelt Island is our

community, too, and
we want you to hold
us in the same high
regard we have for
you.

ChurChurChurChurChurch of the Good Shepherch of the Good Shepherch of the Good Shepherch of the Good Shepherch of the Good Shepherddddd
For more information about the Church of the Good Shepherd,

call The Reverend Oliver T. Chapin at (212) 486-0529

Fabulous, fun, fund-raising

FAIR!!!
DON�T MISS THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD�S FABULOUS FALL FAIR �97!!!!!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25th, 10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM
in the GOOD SHEPHERD CHAPEL COMMUNITY ROOM - COME EXPLORE.

ALL YOU COULD ASK FOR, AND MORE!!!

� JEWELRY
� EARLY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
� DELICIOUS HOMEMADE FOOD
� HOT, HOMEMADE SOUP FOR LUNCH
� SILENT AUCTION
� ITEMS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD
� KITCHEN/HOUSEHOLD TREASURES/BOOKS/CLOTHES
� TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
� YOUTH PARTICIPATION

and... if you have quality items of value to contribute, please bring
them to the Church Friday evening, October 24th after 6PM

EVERY PENNY EARNED IN THIS ONE ANNUAL FUND-

RAISING EVENT SUPPORTS THE GOOD WORK OF
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Give your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a liftGive your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
UpholsterUpholsterUpholsterUpholsterUpholsteryyyyy,,,,, Slipco Slipco Slipco Slipco Slipcovvvvvererererersssss
WWWWW allpaallpaallpaallpaallpaper & Fper & Fper & Fper & Fper & Faaaaabrbrbrbrbricicicicic
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All All All All All WWWWW indoindoindoindoindow w w w w TTTTTrrrrreaeaeaeaeatmentstmentstmentstmentstments
Floor & Floor & Floor & Floor & Floor & TTTTTerrace errace errace errace errace TilesTilesTilesTilesTiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenoKitchen RenoKitchen RenoKitchen RenoKitchen Renovvvvvaaaaationtiontiontiontion
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Finishesaux Finishesaux Finishesaux Finishesaux Finishes

All All All All All AccessorAccessorAccessorAccessorAccessoriesiesiesiesies
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented

Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LeEllen LeEllen LeEllen LeEllen Levyvyvyvyvy
InterInterInterInterInterior Decoraior Decoraior Decoraior Decoraior Decoratortortortortor
531 Main Str531 Main Str531 Main Str531 Main Str531 Main Streeteeteeteeteet

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children and
adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

FOR MEN & WOMEN & CHILDREN

523 Main Street � 688-0055688-0055688-0055688-0055688-0055
Tuesday-Thursday 10:30-6:00, Friday 10:30-7:00, Saturday 9:00-6:00

Solutions Hair Design

Men�s Cut $15
Women�s Cut $19

Seniors� Cut $10 Tue. & Wed.
Children�s Cut $10
Eyebrow wax $6

Manicure & pedicure special
Men $20 � Women $18

Acrylic Fill-Ins $20

Hair at Rest $55
Perms $65

Foil H/L $75
Coloring $39 (includes blow dry)

Nail tips $20

FAST, EFFICIENT

RELIABLE, COURTEOUS

N ew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better

YYYYYour Neighborhood Cleanerour Neighborhood Cleanerour Neighborhood Cleanerour Neighborhood Cleanerour Neighborhood Cleanersssss

WWWWW e Delive Delive Delive Delive Delivererererer
FrFrFrFrFree delivee delivee delivee delivee deliverererereries on ories on ories on ories on ories on orderderderderders $15-ups $15-ups $15-ups $15-ups $15-up

571 Main Street 758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt

Island

Cleaners

Raleigh Men’s Clothing
FALL Preview SALE

30% to 50% off ALL Suits
Sizes from 36 to 60 including

Shorts, Regulars, Longs and Portly Sizes

Free Shirt & Tie
with suit purchase
from Select Group

Present this coupon

30% off Worsted Wool and Gabardine Pants
30% off Flannel and Wool Shirts

20% off Winter Outerwear

Free Wool Scarf
with Outerwear Purchase

Present this coupon

20% off Jockey, BVD and Duofold underwear
20% off Hats and Caps
by Stetson and Biltmore

Dress, Sport and Western

See Our Big Man Dept.
Shirts and Outerwear up to size 4X

Pants and Jeans up to size 60
Free expert tailoring on most items

Open Mon-Sat 9-7:30

32-06 Broadway
Astoria NY 11106

Discover
Amex
Mastercard
VISA

718-278-7521
718-728-5143

UNBEATABLE FUTON
484 Broadway • 343-9151

(CORNER OF BROOME STREET)

Hours: Mon-Sat 11-7:30, Sun 12-6

28 East 17th Street
(BET BROADWAY & 5TH AVE.)

727-3963
Hours: Mon-Sat 11-7, Sun 12-6

5% OFF
Bring this ad
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

Douglas Waite, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Tuesday • 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed, by Dr. Grimm or by her group,
Uptown Pediatrics.  We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Jay Levine
Classified 751-8214Classified 751-8214Classified 751-8214Classified 751-8214Classified 751-8214

MERMERMERMERMERCHANDISECHANDISECHANDISECHANDISECHANDISE

THINK SNOW Complete ski packages for size seven woman, cross country and
downhill $100 888-0585

APARTMENT SALE - Desks, filing cabinet, typewriter stand, king-size bed, coffee
table, plus kitchen equipment, toys, books, and more.  Call for a list.  371-9084

TWO 19” Color TV sets - $100 each, butcher block table, kitchen cart, more.  Call
319-8159.

REAL ESTREAL ESTREAL ESTREAL ESTREAL ESTAAAAATETETETETE

MOUNTAIN RETREAT, in the foothills of the Catskills.  $37,500.  Two acres in 110
acres of fields and woods.  Furnished heated cabin.  753-0678.

SERSERSERSERSERVICESVICESVICESVICESVICES

AFTER SCHOOL CARE by long-term resident on Roosevelt Island provided with
love, snacks, homework supervision, play.  Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

EXPERT PAINTER, Island references, 751-8214

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING.  Prompt service.  718-358-8882.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020

CLOSET SPECIALIST - Designs, Accessories, Installations.  Double your closet
space.  Free estimate.  751-8214

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

ADVERTISING SALESPERSON for It’s In The Bag, the bag in which The WIRE is
delivered.  Generous commission plan with great potential.  Part-time on an as-
available basis.  Car desirable; must be 21+.  826-9055.

CLASSESCLASSESCLASSESCLASSESCLASSES

MAIN STREET THEATRE and Dance Alliance – ongoing registration for dance
and theatre classes.  371-4449

SOCCER SOCCER SOCCER SOCCER SOCCER The Fall 1997 Soccer season
on the Island began two weeks ago.  Below
are the up-to-date standings for each division
thru Saturday, September 27.  Each team in
every division will play six games and the play-
off format includes every team.  In the open-
ing round of the playoffs, each division’s first-
place team will play the fourth-place team and
the second-place team will play the third-place
team.  The two winners from the first round in
each division will advance to the champion-
ship game.  Games are played on Friday nights
at Octagon Field at 7:15, and on Saturday at
Octagon and Blackwell Fields at 9:00 and
10:30 AM.  And don’t forget our Kinderkickers
playing on Capobianco Field, also at 9:00 Sat-
urday mornings.

NEWS  If you have any sports-related
news, announcements, questions or comments
please call me at 688-3358 or e-mail me at
wiresports@aol.com, so it can be included in
future issues of The Main Street WIRE.  Pho-
tos of Island sports events (with caption infor-
mation) also welcome (leave for Jay Levine at
the Westview door station, 625 Main Street).

Senior Division W L T Pts
Blue 2 0 0 6
Red/Blue 1 0 1 4
Silver 0 1 1 1
Yellow/Black 0 2 0 0

Week 1, Red/Blue def Yellow/Black 5-2, Blue
def Silver 2-1.
Week 2, Blue def Yellow/Black 1-0, Silver ties
Red/Blue 1-1.

Junior Division W L T Pts
Red/White 2 0 0 6
Green/Blue 1 1 0 3
Blue/White 0 1 1 1
Purple/White 0 1 1 1

Week 1, Red/White def Blue/White 4-1, Green/
Blue def Purple/White 4-1.
Week 2, Red/White def Green/Blue 4-1, Blue/
White ties Purple/White 0-0.

Minor Division W L T Pts
Red 1 0 0 3
Gold 1 0 0 3
Blue 0 1 0 0
Green 0 1 0 0

Week 1, Red def Green 2-0, Yellow def Blue
2-1.

Jack Resnick, M.D.

BOARD-CERTIFIED

SPECIALIST IN ADULT MEDICINE

(INTERNAL MEDICINE)

753-5505

501 MAIN STREET

ROOSEVELT ISLAND, N.Y. 10044

OPENING WEEK OF OCTOBER 6, 1997

Peppered with questions, Dwyer heralded the World Trade
Center bombing as evidence of how such an unlikely event
had been tackled.  “Firefighters had to carry people down.”  He
acknowledged that the added weight of respirators and chairs,
like the ones found here, require more personnel.

Virgina Granata of the Disabled Association challenged
Dwyer. “We get no straight answers about fire drills.  Hem-
ming and hawing, just like now.  Could Security provide a
chair to enable us to come down a stairway?  Can’t we work
out a plan?”

Suggesting there is an unclear chain of responsibility among
the Fire Department, Management, and individuals, Dwyer an-
swered, “I am in a very uncomfortable position.”  He vetoed
the acquisition of special apparatus, saying “That is beyond
our means.  Our concerns are to the general populace.”

Eastwood resident Ron Vass, a member of the Board of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation, challenged that an-
swer.  “You have two hospitals here. You should have had a
disaster plan years ago.”  He also faulted the ambiguous City/
State guidelines.

“We do have a unique problem here. We do need to look at
it.”  Vass added a warning, “Sometime we’ll all be sorry we
had no preventive medicine.”

Dwyer tried quelling the unease.  “If a disaster happens, we
have the dimensions, the building lay-out and we are aware.”

RIRA President Stewart returned to fire guidelines.  “What
laws are we operating under here?  Are our buildings fireproof?”
He added residents’ concern over the growing task of commu-
nicating with non-English speaking residents, especially among
the Seniors.

Isley intercepted that question. The buildings “are fireproof,”
she said, then added “Nothing is foolproof. But 99.9% of fires
will be contained.” The theory is that a routine fire, like from a
kitchen, can be held to that area – if the door remains closed.

Fireproof construction should block it from spreading up or
down.  However, smoke circulates more freely.

Isley offered Management’s cooperation with residents
and the Fire Department to formulate a plan and distribute
information.  “We can all come together.  In the event of a
catastrophe, we’ll all know where our places are and have a
game plan.”  Attendees nodded.

Later, Brooks lauded Isley. “I thought she was open to
our comments.”  However, she added, “Dwyer just seemed
overwhelmed by all our questions.”

Community Relations Officer Dewayne Palmer represented
the new commander at the 114th precinct, who did not appear.
Residents requested another CPOP (Community Police Officer
Patrol) to patrol the Island.  “You have the lowest crime statis-
tics in the area,” Palmer said. “You just don’t warrant extra
officers.”

One resident voiced a loud objection. “Kids are run-
ning the streets, drugs are everywhere, and you better do
something before someone’s killed,” she warned.

Palmer extended an invitation to residents to partici-
pate in an upcoming series of community meetings spon-
sored by Mayor Giuliani’s Task Force on Police Rela-
tions.  “Following the Abner Louima affair we are hold-
ing dialogues between the community and police offic-
ers.  You may talk with individual officers and ask ques-
tions about them individually.  They may also talk about
problems they may have with you,” Palmer explained.
(Transportation and food are provided.  Interested resi-
dents may contact Palmer at the 114th Precinct at
718-626-9311, or speak with the Island’s CPOP officer
at 718-626-9717 or at Public Safety, 832-4545.)

To complaints of people “hanging out” or constantly
using pay phones, Palmer explained that “loitering” laws
no longer exist.  He said other means exist to control some
activity.  A summons may be issued for either disorderly
conduct or noise may be issued. He assured residents that
incoming calls had been discontinued on pay phones.

In addition to routine patrols, a special program has
been activated on the Island to reduce problems in stair-
ways and halls.  “Your manager signed up for the Verti-
cal Patrols,” he said.  “This allows officers to enter the
buildings and patrol each floor. If we find someone in
the halls who doesn’t belong there (a resident or a visi-
tor), we can arrest them.”   Vertical patrols are conducted
randomly increasing spontaneous detection.

Public Safety Director Peter Norwood followed Palmer,
expressing his own disappointment at the small atten-
dance.  “This room should be filled with all of us,”  he
said. “We’re getting a lot of new information and ideas.”
He did note, however, that he had never seen a commu-
nity so concerned.

Norwood had challenged residents “to put our (PSD)
feet to the fire.” However, when Judith Berdy, a member
of the Residents Association Common Council, asked a
question, Norwood laughed.  “Why do you always pick
on me?”

Undeterred, worried residents asked about dark areas
of the Island being unpatrolled.  “We patrol,” Norwood
said, “based on prior complaints in an area.”

What about the youths who congregate by the pizza
parlor?  Norwood’s response met skepticism.  He stated
that PSD officers stationed across the street could moni-
tor the situation. Norma Simon, Senior Association presi-
dent, defended the youths. “I’ve talked to them and they
say, ‘Build us a skating rink.’  They just need a place to
go,” she said.

Norwood praised the summer efforts of Youth Officer
Michelle Santiago who opened the Sportspark Pool each
day. With the pool program now over, she said she needed
an alternative, and volunteers.

“Not to take away from youths,” Housing
Management’s Isley replied, “but I will put out any fam-
ily whose child destroys our property.  There are no three
strikes.  I want to make sure the children understand.”

Precinct from page 3
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DOMINICK

CALDERONI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ACCIDENTS � DIVORCE � BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES � OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
 OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

(718)

319-1400
KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCI, LLP

TWIN CAR SERVICE

(212) 936-6666
We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base #865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

ALPHA BROADWAY AUTO, INC.
31-65 Vernon Blvd., ASTORIA
(Corner Broadway & Vernon)

718 728-4511
EXPERT AUTO REPAIRS

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY OF AUTO

Complete Tune-up • Engine Repairs • Front End
Shocks • Computerized Alignment • Exhaust Systems

Complete Brake Work • Electrical Work • Starters
Alternators • Motor Vehicle State Inspection

• ASK FOR TERRY OR MICHAEL •

We deliver

The Capri
Italian Pizzeria & Restaurant

Main StrMain StrMain StrMain StrMain Street,eet,eet,eet,eet, R R R R Rooseooseooseooseoosevvvvvelt Islandelt Islandelt Islandelt Islandelt Island

(212) (212) (212) (212) (212) 688-4702(3)

Hot or Cold $4.00
Choose frChoose frChoose frChoose frChoose fromomomomom

Fish � Chicken � Veal � Pasta � Beef � Vegetable

EvEvEvEvEvererererery day day day day day a dify a dify a dify a dify a difffffferererererent selection!ent selection!ent selection!ent selection!ent selection!

We do catering

Dr. Ronald Beauvais
Podiatrist

Specialist in foot problems
Accepting Medicare and Medicaid

1-800-474-4182
House calls

WE MISSED YOU...
DID YOU MISS US?

EXPERT AUTO REPAIR OF FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS
•  Mechanical Work  •

•  Body & painting work  •
•  Towing  •

•  Full line of detailing  •

MORTY AND HIS CREW
formerly of Morty’s Automotive Services,

are back to serve you better from his nearby location,
LONG ISLAND CITY

As in the past, for your convenience,
we will pick up and deliver

Please call to say hello to Morty and get information
We wish you a Happy New Year

(718) 433-0550
41-01 23rd St. LIC, NY 11101

     Moving?  Call...

Steinway Moving & Storage
Just 5 minutes from Main Street

Local � Long Distance � Overseas � Packing � Storage

Licensed Insured

Since 1926


