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Ready for Halloween Parade. Gabriella Beola will play Catwoman
to her brother Alexander’'s Batman in next Saturday’s Halloween
Parade (story, schedule, and another picture, page 3).

Library Takeover May
Cut Its Evening Hours

Thoughitistill under discussion, the New Y ork Public Library (NYPL)
takeover of Roosevet Idand's Library could mean fewer evening hours.

In ameeting last week, NYPL officials offered to provide two evenings
here — «till short of the three nights to 9:00 that have been standard Island
practice. TheNY PL offer included two days 10-6, two days hoon-8, Friday
1-5, and Saturdays 1-5. Tota weekly hours would increase from 20 to 40.

“Cutting back on our present evening hoursisadisservicetotheldand,”
said Ruth Limmer, vice president of the Library Board of Directors. Wendy
Cadiero, coordinator of NY PL’ s Manhattan branches, said hourswould be
reconsidered yearly, but Limmer pointed out that evening use can’t be moni-
tored if the Library isn't open.

Lawrence Kapture, the future head librarian, confirmed that book dona
tions would continue to be accepted and treated as before. “Wewill imme-
diately cata ogue books that the library should own. The remainder will be
put upfor sale,” hesaid. Eventslike Tuesday Night at the Library, featuring
presentations by authors, will also continue.

Separately, NYPL and the Roosevelt Idand Operating Corporation are
currently negotiating the space leasefor the Library, with an involvement of
Councilmember Gifford Miller’ sofficethrough hisassistant, BarbaraAllen.

Leverage With Pataki

Fed Up With Blue, RIRA
May Move Against Southtown

by Dick Lutz

“There s, in this room, the com-
petence to stop Southtown, or delay
It several years. Enoughisenough.”

The setting was the last meeting
of the Common Council of the
Roosevelt |Idand Residents Associa-
tion (RIRA), a week ago Wednes-
day. The voice was Patrick
Stewart’s, speaking as President of
the Roosevdlt 1dand Residents As-
sociation. Stewart proposed a strat-
egy designed to get RIRA a more
meaningful rolein determinations of
what Southtown will be — and not
incidentally, a strategy designed to
force removd of Dr. Jerome Blue,
the Governor’s appointee as Presi-

dent of the Roosevelt Idand Operat-
ing Corporation (RIOC).

Pointing out that residents del ayed
construction of Manhattan Park for
five years, Stewart suggested using
the Governor’'s presumed desire to
see Southtown built asleverage.

“We should say to the Governor,”
Stewart suggested, “*We think
Southtown isagood idea. We want
to see it built. We think it will be
good for the Island. But we don't
think that crew a RIOC can handle
a$500 million development project.
Soif youwant it built, Governor, they
haveto go.””

The RIRA meeting was charged,
throughout, with anger at RIOC.

Master Lease Requires
Southpoint Park, Resident
Asserts in Letter to RIOC

An Idand resident has challenged the contention of the Roosevelt 1land
Operating Corporation (RIOC) that the Idand’ s southern tip can be opened

for commercia development.

Fran Dym, aretired public relations consultant, responded to letters pub-

lishedintl

points out that the GDP “

Space Areasfor other uses”

Dym'’sletter, availableinfull text on Website
NYC10044, citeslanguagein the GDP: “The
Open SpaceAreasare: LighthousePark... Oc-
tagon Park... Blackwell Park... and South Point
Park approximately ten acres south of

elastissueof TheMain Sreet WIRE
with a catalog of references from the General
Development Plan (GDP), which is incorpo-
ratedintothe Magter L ease between New Y ork
City and the State. Writingto RIOC Commu- §
nications Director Michael Greason, Dym |
Is out the lands
which areincluded for development and speci- -
fiesthe devel opment and management of des-
ignated Open Space Areas (parks).” Shegoes
on to observe that “South Point Park is desig-
nated astherd ated Open Space Areafor the South
Town Areg,” adding “ Thereisno portion of the
L easethat dlowsdiverson of thedesgnated Open

Fran Dym

Goldwater Memoria Hospitdl at the south end of theldand containing three
landmarks, the Strecker Laboratory, the main building of the old City Hos-
pital and the former Small Pox Hospital.”

Dym’s letter to Greason asserts that “Because South Point is formally
designated as the Open Space Area for South Town by the Master Lease,
RIOC is required by the GDP to develop South Point Park in conjunction
with the development of South Town, as was done with North Town.”

Study Group Faults Governlng Structure

After studying the state of theldland and itsgovernance
for thelast few months, The Maple Tree Group hasissued
areport that finds serious fault with the present govern-
mental mechanism by which theldandisrun, and equally
serious fault with those who run it today.

The group, formed and headed by David Bauer, are-
tired city manager and consultant in local government,
presented its report to the October 8 meeting of the Com-
mon Council of the Roosevelt Idand Residents Associa-
tion (RIRA). Itsnext step, if RIRA isencouraging after a
review, is to move for changes in the legidation under
which the Roosevelt |dand Operating Corporation (RIOC)
runs the I and.

The report citesalong list of deficiencesin current Is-
land operations, notably ‘Barriers between Citizens and
Administration,” saying “the Island Administration gives
theimpression of operating under different goasthanthose
of the citizens,” and “Thereis afeding thet the Idand Ad-
minigtration is not open with the resdents of the Idand.”

Amongitsmost damning assertions, thereport saysthat
“the basic driving philosophy of the State of New Y ork
through its Urban Devel opment Corporation has been re-
placed with alack of directioninanarrowly focused com-
mand system. The model community serving as a posi-
tive advertisement for thiscity and this Stateison the edge
of dipping over to a negative advertisement.”

"- f
David Bauer

out representation.

land.”

The report documents * an apparent incompetence in the
conduct of many of the services provided to the residents
by RIOC,” and goes on to cite “a feeling of helplessness
on the part of citizens not able to have any effect on im-
proving the competence of RIOC. Coupled with this... is
an understanding that decisions involving strictly 1sland
concerns are being made by non-resident people who are
not accountableto the citizens—aparallel of taxationwith-

Inits executive summary, the Maple Tree Group contends
that “ The existing government structure is a father-knows-
best approach; certainly not the kind of representative de-
mocracy that is the norm for local government in this State
and in this Country. The results have been destructiveto lo-
cal matters affecting Idand citizens, not because they have
been bad (although they are frequently bad), but because the
citizens have no systematic input into the process of making
decisions about matters that touch them di rectl?/.”

Thereport saysthat in due course“MTG will seek to have
legidlation enacted by the
State of New York to re-
store representative local
government to the Is-
permitting,
thefull text of thereport will
gopear inafuture WIRE.

The full text of the
Maple Tree Group report
is available on
Website NYC10044
at www.nyc10044.com

Almost to a member, those serv-
ing on the RIRA Council fed that
Blue has been a negative force for
Roosevelt Idand. Whilethey canlist
aseriesof
small
battles
and small
victories—
cutting off
Blue’'s
plans to
boost fees
for play-
ing fields,
stopping
hisplanto
cut Tram-
way hours
L?NS(?;E Patrick Stewart

ave been elusive. Firgt, they have
failed to get Blue to recognize
RIRA’ selected Common Council as
thelegitimaterepresentative of 1dand
residents; he has consistently treated
RIRA as just another group despite
its elected status. The second goal
arises from that attitude on Blue's
part, and from what many see as
Blue’s maladministration of
Roosevelt Isand: They want him
gone.

Morethan that, Blue' sadministra-
tion has convinced RIRA Council
members and many other Idanders
— perhaps amagjority —that RIOC it-
self isanegativefor theldand, anda
broader, more aggressive goa has
developed A changeintheldand's
governanc(:je removr|] ng RIOC or its
power, and giving that power toresi-
dents. In recent weeksthat goal has
been endorsed, in one form or an-
other, by RIRA, by former RIOC
Board member Willard Warren
(WRE interview, September 6 is-
sue), and at last Wednesday’ s meet-
ing, by the Maple Tree Group (see
separate story).

RIRA President Stewart spoketo
that goal: “Final and formal papers
[with Southtown developers] will
be signed in about 150 days,” he
told members of the Council. “Our
problem is RIOC. We have the
power toirritate, the power of pub-
lic opinion, the power to obstruct...
What should we do? We need to
get rid of RIOC. How? What if
we say to the Governor, ‘Listen,
Governor, we'll not fight
Southtown if you get rid of RIOC...
If ?/ou want Southtown built, you
will deal with us on a reasonable
basis, and a reasonable basis is to
get Jerry Blue and his people the
hell out of here.”

Stewart was applauded at the end
of his remarks, but the subject of
Southtown was not closed.

Nneka Pope, a Common Coun-
cil representative and former Presi-
dent of RIRA, said shedoesn’t nec-
essarily agree that Southtown will
be aboon to the Island. Moreim-
portantly, she said, “my concernis
the lack of resident input into the
planning. Where are we in this

uation? We had one meeting in
which wewere ableto say x-y-z to
the developers, and that was that.
This[fight] is about our participa-
tion every step of theway.” Inan-
other portion of the RIRA meeting,
Pope also proposed carrying the
fight to the Governor.

Council member Judith Berdy,
who provided an Iland tour for ex-
ecutivesfrom MorseDiesdl, thefirm
hired by RIOC to represent it with
thedevelopers, said that asfar asshe

See RIRA, page 7
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A Page of Opinion

Surrogate Caretakers

Every day I see grandparents or other senior citizens serv-
ing as surrogate caretakers for many of Roosevelt Island’s young
people. We have numerous single-parent families whose moth-
ers or fathers must leave home daily for work, entrusting re-
sponsibility for their children to others. Recently, I read that
almost four million children in the United States are living with
grandparents. Of those, over one-third reside in homes where
no parent is present.

It is important that those providing such care for our young-
sters of school age participate in the educational process. Some
very good suggestions come from AARP (American Association
of Retired Persons) and Hand in Hand, a group that brings to-
gether parents, schools, and communities united for kids. In-
cluded are:

* Look over the child’s report card; talk about what sub-
jects are favorites and which are difficult and why.

¢ Talk with the child’s teachers; establish a personal rela-
tionship with them.

* Attend events at your grandchild’s school.
Back-to-school nights, teacher conferences, sports
events and school plays are ways to get involved
and allow your grandchild to take pride in your
visits.

* Find out what type of homework is as-
signed, how often, and how long it should take to
complete.

* Create a good learning environment at home.

With your grandchild, find a good place to do homework, e.g.
desk, kitchen table.

¢ Read with them, check homework, and limit television
and video games. Make studying a priority.

* Ask teachers for advice. They know about child develop-
ment and they spend a lot of time with your grandchild.

* Provide teachers with information. Changing family cir-
cumstances like the abandonment, loss, or re-emergence of a
parent can upset a child’s learning. If you inform the teacher
that you are a grandparent raising your grandchild, he or she
may refer you to others in your situation.

* Let your grandchild know you care about his or her future.

Maybe Try It Here

An innovative home safety program for Alzheimer’s patients
has been launched in Nassau County and it seems to me that it
easily could be replicated here with the cooperation of our Pub-
lic Safety Department. Its officers frequently are first on the
scene of emergency calls or respond along with other units.

In the Nassau setup, fire, police, rescue and EMS workers
will be trained to respond to a universal symbol for an
Alzheimer’s patient. Hung on the front of a refrigerator, the
symbol indicates the patient’s presence in the home. A packet
of forms, kept in the refrigerator, give details of medical infor-
mation on the patient and data on the current caregiver, as
well as names and phone numbers of the persons to be con-
tacted if a caregiver is incapacitated.

A trained worker, responding and seeing the symbol, will
automatically know to search for an Alzheimer’s victim in the
apartment, or to launch a hunt outside the home. When the
patient is located, appropriate care can be provided. The Long
Island Alzheimer’s Foundation, sponsor of the program with
the county, noted that an increasing number of patients live at
home.

That is true here, too, I am told, thus my suggesting that
Public Safety initiate some type of similar training for its per-
sonnel.

Three good friends of mine died of Alzheimer’s in recent
times.
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The American experiment has
never had room for an official gov-
ernment domestic press service, for
good reason. The experienceof his-
tory tells usthat a Pravda or Tassis
more likely to serve the government

than the people, particularly whenthe = . .
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course.

Usurping the scheduling of Good
Shepherd is par for the course. And
now, selling advertising space in
RIOC News, draining limited Iland
ad dollarsfrom TheWIRE... That's
also par for the course.

This RIOC passion to profit
from everything on Roosevelt |s-
land has passed, now, beyond ex-
cessiveinto therealm of situation
comedly:

» Theldand' s playing fields have
been commercialized and marketed
to non-ldanders, even at theexpense
of denying their use to Idand orga-
nizations.

« Jerry Blue says that RIOC must
sall management of the Chapel of the
OIGood Shepherd to the highest bid-

er.

* The FDR Memorial planned for
Southpoint has been replaced by a
broad-brushinvitation to developers
in the form of a sign, visible from
the United Nations, that tells the
world Americanswill put apricetag
on anything, including a long-over-
duetribute to FDR.

« Idand history once posted in the
red buses has given way to limp at-

island
observer

tempts to interest advertisers in the
ace.

» And RIOC has spent aconsider-
ablesum hiring outside devel opment
of aweb site, whereit intendsto sell
advertising.

Were Jerry Blueto ask, otherswho
have been at this far longer than he
would tell him that deploying RIOC
employees(paid withrentscollected
from you and me) to sell advertising
in competition with non-State media
is probably futile. The limited pool
of advertising dollars available here
isnot rushing out to find other publi-
cations to support.

But Blue probably knows that if
two or three advertisers can be per-
suaded to switch their advertising
money from The WIRE to RIOC
News, this newspaper will face ex-
tinction yet again.

That, in the end, is what propo-
nents of government-run media
would like— to own theonly watch-
dogintown. Clearly, that’snot best
for thecitizensof ademocracy. But,
of course, Roosevelt ISandisno de-
mocracy, Jerry Blueisnot asmall-d
democrat, and RIOC itself is a
fiefdom in which he has no obliga-
tion to recognize rights or prefer-
encesof Roosevdt Idand’ sresidents.

It stinks.

It'sway past time for achange.

island observer

appears regularly on Website
NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com
Contributions welcome
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RIOC Announces:

Ads for Sale in RIOC News

-RIOC News, 10/97

[ etters

To the Editor:

The latest issue of Eye of the Ide
[a flyer placed under doors in sev-
eral buildings] servesonly toinflame
racia issues on Roosevelt Island.
The previous issue alleged “a high-
tech lynching,” and the latest piece
focuses on “overcoming resistance
[tothe Y oung Adult Leagu€ sY outh
Training Program proposal for Pub-
lic Purpose Funds| of the so-called
community leaders,” which resis-
tanceit presumes stemsfrom “bias’
against minorities. Thisisfar from
true. Anyone living on this Idand
would recognize that “minority”
people play a
“majority” role:
significant num-
bers of “minor-
ity” members
areinleadership
positions in
RIOC, Public
Safety, Housing
Management,
Roosevdtdand
Council of Orga-
nizations
(RICO), and the
merchants.

Resistance to
theY oung Adult
League's yr%gl
training pro
isb on sev- RA
eral points, none or RI
of them related
to “minority” issues.

Point #1: YAL hasreceived Sﬁe-
cid treatment, in comparisonto other
Island organizations. The YAL was
able to circumvent the normal pro-
cessthat hasbeenin placefor years,
and observed by every other Idland
organization. Thisspecia treatment
was acknowledged by RIOC board
member David Kraut at the Septem-
ber RIOC mesting.

Point#2: YAL'sproposal ispoor.
Therewere several versionsfloating
around, but none was clear about
where, when, and why the money
would be spent. One proposal had
spending at about $100,000 for tar-
geting about 20 youths (about $5,000
per youth). The amount approved
recently, $42,000, would mean about
$2,100 per youth. lan't this a very
expensive word processing course?
Evenif anindividual were t%pay for
a course themselves, they'd spend
$500 or less for similar training, so
why is YAL spending $2,100?

Point#3: YAL'splanisnot within
the intent of the Public Purpose
Funds (PPF). The PPF areintended
for (1? one-shot awards, (2) having
long lasting impact, (3) that affect
largeportionsof thecommunity. The
YAL proposal will not have long
lasting community effect (theeffects
of 20 youths over the course of, say,
adecadeisnot clear), nor wasit clear

...YAL receved
Specid treatment,
for apoorly
planned effort,
that uses PPF
money outsdeits
Intended purpose,
and has no sup-
port from RICO

how the YAL will obtain ongoin?
funding to support its project. Wil
Y AL beherethisyear and gonenext?
The YAL plan doesn't affect the
wholecommunity; infact, it touches
avery small segment.

Point #4: YAL doesn't use exist-
ing Idand services and builds from
scatch. Any organization applying
for grant money demonstrates their
useof existing organizationsand ser-
vices. Why does YAL ignore the
Youth Center, an Idand institution
for over 15 years? Why does the
YAL ignore other training services
nearby in Astoria, Long Iand City,
and Manhattan?
Why mustthe Y AL
start from scratch?
This only adds to
thecost of their pro-

gram.

Point #5: YAL
has misstated its
credentialsand sup-
port. For example,
the YAL claims it
has been an Idand
organization since
1991, but no one
has heard of the or-
ganization prior to
1996, and it wasnot
listed in any of the
Idanddirectoriesin
the six years prior.
Contrary to YAL'’s
clams in their ap-
plication, the Roosevelt Iand Coun-
cil of Organizations and the Resi-
dents Association did not forward or
approve its proposal.

Point #6. Roosevelt Island has
been burned in the past with poor use
of Public Purpose Funds — and
there' savery small pool of funds. |
can'timagineany resident believing
theprocess should be easier withless
scrutiny.

TheYAL may havefinegoasand
good intentions — it may be awor-
thy cause. But that is not the issue.
Therearemany worthy organizations
on theldand, but the YAL received
special treatment, for a poorly
planned effort, that uses PPF money
outsideitsintended purpose, and has
no support from RICO or RIRA,
whose role is to evaluate such pro-
posals.

Frank Farance

To the Editor:

| am a patient at Goldwater Hos-
pital for long-term treatment after a
serious car accident in which | lost
my wifeand loving pair of twingirls.
| would like to thank very dearly al
of the employees a Goldwater for
the outstanding medical service and
care which | have received at this
hospital.God blessyou all.

| am from Tampa Bay, Florida

Vincent Fleming



To the Residents of Roosevelt Idand:

| would liketo inform %ou about some of the activities on the lsland, and
| urgeyoutotake part inthe eventsthat interest you, aswell asvisit usonthe
internet: www.RIOC.com.

On September 9, 1997, Governor Pataki signed a proclamation declaring
September 15-October 15, 1997, as Hispanic Heritage Month. In conjunc-
tion with the Governor’ sdeclaration, RIOC recognized the outstanding con-
tributions of the Honorable OlgaMendez, and we publicly thanked her and
other prominent members of the Hispanic community for their efforts on
behalf of Roosevelt Idand. A formal presentation took place at the October
board meeting.

In addition to the monthly Board of
Directors meeting held on October 9,
other noteworthy meetings took place;
on Monday, September 15, the Trans-
portation Committee held a session at
RIOC headquarters to discuss current
issues. This meeting was followed on
Tuesday, September 16 by my mesting
withthe Senior CitizensAssociation. We
discussed topicsof interest tothe seniors.

* J

President’s
Column

On Thursday, September 18, there was

a meeting of the Southtown Housing

Development Advisory Committee (SHDAC), which brought the commu-
nity up to date with the next stage of development on the ISand. Commu-
nidty organizations, businesses and all residents were invited to the meeting
held by RIOC's Owner’s Representative for Southtown, Morse Diesdl In-
ternational.

Morse Diesdl International, apremier and internationally renowned con-
struction consulting firm, outlined the history of housing on Roosevelt Is-
land and answered residents’ questionsabout thismajor real estate endeavor.
They explained to the community that the development of 2000 additional
units of housing at the subway on Roosevelt Idand, an area referred to as
Southtown, ismoving ahead. Theinitial agreement between Related Com-
panies, Hudson Companies, and RIOC, has been signed. Asthe developers
of this 19-acre site, Related and Hudson will now begin work on financing
and designs for this project which has been estimated will cost approxi-
mately $400 million. The redlization of Southtown will create housing for
thousands, jobs for hundreds, and a significant boost for the Idand resi-
dents, organizations and businesses as well as strengthen RIOC' s ability to
fulfill itsmission.

Jerome H. Blue, Ph.D., President/Chief Operating Officer

RIOC

Ready for Hallween, too: Jenny Holmes, Ellie Philips, Gabriella
Beola, Samuel Johns, Laila Johns, Liana Penny

COMING UP

Compiled by Claire Friedland « 317-8523

Sunday, October 19 — Roosevelt
Island Artists Society, 10:00 am.,
546 Main Street, 12th floor.

Monday, October 20 — Meeting
of The Maple Tree Group, 7:30
p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Review of legida-

Saturday, October 25 — 10:00
am.-3:00 p.m., Annual Fal Fair of
the Protestant Parish, Downstairs
Community Room, Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.

Friday, October 31—Next sched-

uledissueof The

tion establishing
RIOC and recom-
mendations for
changes in that

Fax or phone event information to
317-8523. Please provide a phone
number for follow-up.

WIRE. Dead-
linesOct. 24, 26
for copy; for ads,
Wed., Oct. 22.

legidation.
Saturday, October 25 -
Roosevelt ISand Tree Board' s Fall
Tree Walk, 10 am., conducted by
State Forester Michael Curley. Free.
Saturday, October 25—Hallow-
een Parade. See story, this page.

Future issue
dates. Nov. 14, Dec. 5, 19, Jan. 9,
23, Feb. 6, 20, Mar. 6, 20, and gen-
erally every two weeks through
1998. Holiday-period advertising
should be ordered now to insure
availability of space.

At the Senior Center

Every week:

Stay Well (Exercise), Mondays 10-11 am., Wednesdays 9:30-10 am.
English Classes, Mondays 12-1 p.m., Wednesdays & Fridays 10-11
Citizenship Classes, Fridays 12:30-1 p.m.
Tai Chi (Exercise), Thursdays 10-11 am.
Scheduled activities & events:
Friday, October 17, 10:45 am., Nutritionist
Monday, October 20, 12:30, Arts& Crafts
Wednesday, October 22, 7:00 p.m., Medicarevs HMO.
Thursday, October 23, 1:00-2:30 p.m., Flu Shots. (Medicare card.)
Friday, October 24, 12:30 p.m., OldiesMovie
Monday, October 27, 12:30, Arts& Crafts
Wednesday, October 29, Liberty Cruisetrip
Friday, October 31, 8:00 p.m., Halloween Party

Halloweeners
Will Parade
Next Saturday

TheAnnual Roosevelt Idand Hal-
loween Parade will gather at
Blackwell House next Saturday ( Oc-
tober 25), at 10:45a.m., and begin at
11:00. Theparadewill movenorthon
Main Stret, turnright a Soan's, right
a the seawdl, then continue to Tony
Capobianco Feld' s basketbd| courts.

Games, prizes, food, and lots of
fun are planned. Treats will be fur-
nished by Roosevet ISand Housing
Management Corp., and DJ Marie
will spin hauntingly familiar tunes.
The Boy Scouts, Girl Scoutsand Is-
land Kids will lead the parade.

The PTA Halloween Festivities
Center will follow the parade on the
basketball courts, or under the shel-
ter of Motorgate Garage if it rains.

The event is a joint effort of
RIHMC, Rivercross Tenants Corp.,
Manhattan Park Management and
the PS/IS 217 PTA.

Fund-raising for the PTA will get
aboosttoday when Cider and Pump-
kins go on sde at the Greenmarket
and Good Shepherd Plaza. Through
theeffortsof King Paniagua, Sloan's
has donated pastries and other good-
iesfor the PTA’sfund-raising effort.

Tovolunteer or donate baked goods
for Halloween events, contact Sandra
Morabito, PTA Fund-Raiser, 223-1975
or Marilyn Engstler, Director of Com+-
munity Relations, 838-4747.

Fall Tree Walk

A Fall Tree Walk has been sched-
uled by the Roosevelt Idand Tree
Board for Saturday, October 25, at
10 am. It will start at Blackwell
House and will be conducted by the
newly-assigned State Forester,
Michael Curley. Thisparticular Tree
W al k
will in-
clude
t h e
route
depicted
in the
Eagle
Scout
b o - TREE CITY USA.
Island
Tree Walk, recently published by
Michael Keller.

Along the way, Maurice Bleifeld,
Chair of the Tree Board, will review
progress in maintaining the tree popu-
letion of theldand. Thewak isopen
toal resdents. Thereisno charge.

Good Shepherd Fair
Set for Next Saturday

Affordablejewdry anditemsfrom
all over the world will highlight the
Fall Fair’ 97, the Church of the Good
Shepherd’ sonly annual fund-raising
event, which will take place on Sat-
urday, October 25, 9:30 am. to 3:00
p.m., in the Community Room.

Other highlightsof theFairinclude
awidearray of delicioushome-made
soups and baked goods, as well as
fully-functional appliances and
brand-new and hardly-worn clothes.
“Our Fairisagrest placeto get ahead
start on your Christmas shopping,”
says the Rev. Oliver Chapin, Vicar
of the Church of the Good Shepherd.

Islanders are encouraged to con-
tribute quality items for sale at the
Fair. “We tell people to bring only
hi_gr;]—qual I%i wor inguvews ctjgey
might wanttobuy. Wedon't
sellgjunlliogtsou}r/Fair.” Items should be
brought to the Chapdl, located at 543
Main Street next to the Trelis, on Fri-
day, October 24 &fter 6 p.m.

This issue of The WIRE
should be a 12-page issue,
but we didn’t have enough
advertising to support more
than 8. We had enough
news and letters, along with
the full text of the report of
The Maple Tree Group, to
fill 16 pages. If you'd like to
sell ad space for The WIRE,
in Manhattan or Queens, on
commission, please call
Dick Lutz at 826-9055.
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| was very disturbed by the latest issue of E. Rademaker’s Eye on the
Isle concerning the YAL Y outh Development Center. Its author seri-

ously misstates the facts on several important matters, imputing racial
motives to issues that have nothing whatsoever to do with race.
The original request to RIRA for Public Purpose Funding for the pro-
posed Y oung Adult League lacked many critical pieces of information that
are mandatory for any award of Public Purpose Funds by anyone. The
authorsof theproposal were asked both
by the Roosevet Idand Council of Or-
ganizations(RICO), and by the Common

RZRA Council of the Roosevelt Idand Resi-

dentsAssociation (RIRA) to providethe

Pf‘@SiClent, missinginformation, in compliancewith

S the standards that have applied equally
to every single award made since the

COlumn fund was created.

The authors chose not to do so, but
instead took their proposal directly to
RIOC, and Mr. Blue.

Mr. Blue saw an opportunity to bypass the process of pre-approval by
RIRA and RICO that has been formalized for many years, and to seize the
authority that legitimately belongsonly totheduly
elected representatives of theresidentsof thiscom-
munity.

Mr. Blue s attempt to do so created enough furor
on hisown Board of Directorsthat the proposa was
tabled and re-tabled each month the board met from
May until September. It wasthen passed by asingle
vote; thepassing board member noting for therecord
that he was opposed to RIOC' susurping the author-
ity toapprove, andthat hewould not support thegrant-
ing of any further award to anyone without pre-ap-
prova by RICO and RIRA, aswasthe accepted pro-
cedure, but that Sncetheauthorsinthiscasehad been
led to believe that RIOC done had the authority to
mqll_ﬁthe gkr)lant &hat hefeIE;I co;npelled to sgppgtrjt it.

e public disavowal of support by Susan ;
Whittzker, Presient of RICO, zt that medtingwas - 2tick Stewart
necessitated by the authors continuing to claim that their proposal had the gp-
prova of RICO, dthough that gpprova had quite firmly not been given.

It isworth noting thet the origina request was for ongoing support, atype of
awardthat isspecificaly ||orohibited under therulesof Public Purpose Fund grants,
that the fina award wasless than 30% of the origind amount, and that the final
revised pr did indude the information requested by RIRA and RICO.

Although there were stated reservations about the proposal at the time of
itsorigina presentation on the basisthat there were aready many such pro-
gramsreadily availablein NY C which were better funded and thereby bet-
ter prepared to address the very admirable goals of YAL, we will unfortu-
nately never know whether the proposal would have been apProved by RIRA
or RICO, since it was never resubmitted in aform that could be passed.

It is as unreasonable to attribute thisto racism on the part of those organi-
zations asit would be to attribute to racism its energetic support by Mr. Blue.

Contrary to the chargesin Eyeonthelde, al Public Purpose Fund grants
recommended by RIRA in the past two years have gone In support of the
disadvantaged. Separately, unemployed and under-employed 18-25 year
olds make up the majority of their age group; they are no minority. Asfor
theidand having more color and diversity thanin earlier days, that issmply
not the case. If the US Census Bureau is to be trusted, Manhattan Park
shifted theracia mix morethan 5% away fromitsoriginal, moremixed modd.

As any intelligent person will agree, there is nothing inherent in race
to cause the deterioration in quality of life that we all hear so many
complaints about. It behooves us al to examine our hearts and our be-
havior for the real source of the problem.

Judit Senesh, aneight-
year resident of
Roosevelt Idand, died
Wednesday night as a
result of an automobile
accident. She was
well-known as a mas-
ist, and had
many clients and
friendsontheldand. A
memoria serviceisbe-
ing planned. Forinfor-
mation, call 593-7259
or 751-8214.

sage ther

Public Safety Blotter

September 28 — Criminal Mischief, 540 Main Street. Responding to a
report of a couch fire in a fourth floor hall, Public Safety officers extin-
guished the blaze. A resident said she had been moving the couch to the
AVAC area and l€ft it unattended for a few minutes, during which time
someone had st it on fire. The owner was overcome by the smoke and
treated at the scene. Two days later, LeciaHyman, 17, of 560 Main Street
was arrested and charged with criminal mischief asaresult of aPSD inves-
tigation conducted by PSD Detective Alex Sefakakis.

September 29—Burglary, Youth Center. Anemployeediscovered that
someone had forced entry into the Center viaan old Eastwood School door,
not properly secured, and taken soda and food, and shattered a coffee pot.
The loss was estimated at $100.

September 30 — Larceny, Motorgate. A caller reported a suspicious
male peering into a car on the third floor. A Public Safety officer detained
the man, who was carrying a box of cassettes and a first-aid kit. When
officers searched the areg, a car with shattered windows was found. Its owner
reportedly identified the recovered itemsasbe onging to her. Boynton Chad, 32,
of Long Idand City, wasturned over to City police and charged with larceny.

October 5—L arceny, 540 Main Street. A PSD officer on patrol noticed
that a coin dot was missing from adryer in the third floor laundry room.

October 11 —Criminal Mischief, Eastwood. Laundry machinedotsin
three rooms were vandalized.

October 12—Criminal Mischief, 540 Main Street. A PSD officer spot-
ted a broken window in the building lobby.

October 12 — Criminal Mischief, 560 Main Street. A small fire was
discovered in a stairwell by aresdent who heard unusua sounds behind the
door. Afteritwasput out with afire extinguisher, the Fire Marshd wasnatified.

October 13 — Criminal Mischief, 5/5 Main Street. Returning to her car
parked by |dand House, aresident noticed that thewindshield had been cracked.
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STOP YOUR
FOOT PAIN
NOW

Expert Foot Care in Your Home
Dr. Paul Betschart, a Board Certified Podiatrist, is

making house calls in your area. Dr. Betschart has
received the highest level of training in his specialty.
He continually expands his expertise through
continued education and clinical research. Dr.
Betschart is actively involved in the education of
students and doctors at several teaching hospitals.
He uses the most advanced techniques for the relief
of Heel Pain, Ingrown Nails, Nail Fungus, Corns
and Callouses, Bunions, Hammer Toes, Injuries and
Diabetic Foot Problems. Let his gentle hands help
your tender feet today.

Call Today For Your Free

Initial In-Home Consultation
Most Insurance plans, including Medicare, accepted

212995-1500

Call today

Dental Digest

by L.M. ltskowitch, D.D.S.
Going to the Dentist Can
Save You Money

A small cavity caught in time will only cost several
dollars to remedy and several moments in the dental
office. After a year or two, the cavity grows and can
enter the nerve, requiring nerve treatment, a buildup of
the tooth and a cap or crown. All of this costs many

hundreds of dollars and many hours in the dental office.
This expense, if avoided, would be enough to carry a person through at
least ten years of dental checkups and cleanings. So what really is expensive
is not dental treatment but dental neglect. Therefore, save and see your

dentist.

Dental insurance accepted toward treatment.

Dr. Lawrence M. Itskowitch
501 Main Street
Phone: 752-8722

Come Join Ug for the

@ (e

e

IS & GHIPS:

930 MAIN STREET ¢
ROOSEVELT ISLAND
2121935-1702

We also serve:

SUSHI, FRIED
CHICKEN, SHRIMP,
AND MORE!

Bring this ad &
get free fries
with your order!

Dr. Mermll S. Rudin

Gentle hands-on care
for the relief of

acute & chronic pain

Experienced * Holistic ® Caring
Rudin Chiropractic
211 East 60th Street
New York, New York 10022

Call 212.755.8732

1/2 block from Tram
GHI & Oxford provider

TN ASEREEN k‘w\\‘k\

\
ABLIHED 1838

IPP Now at Bigelow
Pay bills here Complete UPS
service, includ-
ADT 830-Security System H H
AT&T Long Distance Ing neXt day air
AllState Insurance PY
Beeper Sound
Bloomingdale’s )
Bradlees Western Union Moneygrams
Lane Bryant
BUGGS Money Orders
Cablevision of NY Telegrams
Discover i
Exxon.Gas Card Telephone Bills
Fingerhut Corp Phone Cards
Lerner
The Limited °
Macy’s
Nordstrom We gladly accept all
Nytel-NYNEX-Bell Atlantic . .
Y Sears third-party prescrip-
Sprint tion plans, includ-
Stern’s .
TimeWarner Cable ing HIP
Victoria’'s Secret

527 Main Street
838-6161

Fax 754-6250

Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.




FULL BROKERAGE AGENCY

Greenline Services, Inc.

Travel Agency
Auto Insurance

Mortgages

Income Tax (Electronic Filing)
Notary Public
Copy & Fax Services

Open 1o the Public
November 3

Phone (212) 752-1500

591 Main Street




6 » The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Oct. 18, 1997

Roosevelt
Island
Cleaners

FAST, EFFICIENT
RELIABLE, COURTEOUS

New Sate of the At
ry d eani ng Machi ne
o Srve You Better

Your Nei ghborhood O eaner s

We ¥ ive

Fee dedivaies on arders $15-up

571 Miin Sreet 758-1778

We deliver

The Capri

Italian Pizzeria & Restaurant
Main Street, Roosevelt Island

(212) 688-4702(

Buttet

Lunch

Hot or Cold $4.00

Choose from
Fish » Chicken ¢« Veal * Pasta ¢ Beef * Vegetable

Every day a different selection!

We do catering

Give your apartment a (ift
HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

I AN
ISV

FArnture
Lphol ster y, 9ipcova s
Wal I paper & Falric
Garpet & Area Rigs
Al Wi ndow Treat nent s
HAoox & Terrace Tles
Ligting
Grpentry
Ki t chen Renovatian
Paint & Faux A ni shes
Al Accessories
d oset [esign

Hlen Levy

Interior Decorata
531 Min Sreet

/751- 8214

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

Douglas Waite, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street « Roosevelt ISland ¢ 753-5505

OfficeHours
Monday & Thursday « 9am. - 2 p.m.
Tuesday ¢ 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday « 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed, by Dr. Grimm or by her group,
Uptown Pediatrics. We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is aso qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthmain adults.

Solutions Hair Design

FOR MEN & WOMEN & CHILDREN

Men's Cut $15 Hair at Rest $55
Women's Cut $19 Perms $65
Seniors' Cut $10 Tue. & Wed. Foil H/L $75
Children's Cut $10 Coloring $39 (mcludes blow dry)
Eyebrow wax $6 Nail tips $20

Manicure & pedicure special
Men $20 - Women $18
Acrylic Fill-Ins $20

523 Main Street * 688-0055

Tuesday-Thursday 10:30-6:00, Friday 10:30-7:00, Saturday 9:00-6:00

BRACES
AREN'T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultationsto children and
adultswho areresidents of Roosevelt | sSland.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

+ CHINA1 gt
. KITCHEN

v .r.:;;.. Chinese Health ,-E
Delicious Food

Order to Take Out
- Szechuan, Cantonese & J'ﬁ'
it e Mandarin Cuisine -
609 Main St.

588-0806 / 0663 St
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can determine, “Morse Diesdl doesn’t know
what RIOC wants... We need to say, ‘We're
not going to take crap, if you guysaregoing to
design, you're not going to do it without us.”
Shirley Margolin, Chair of the Roosevelt
|sland Committee of Community Board 8 and
former Special Assistant gfor Roosevelt Idan
to the Commissioner of the Department o
Housing and Community Renewal, called the
Council’s atention to the inconvenience and
didocation likely to result from years of con-
struction on the Idand with an influx of work-
ers, equipment, and generd disruption. But
her primary focuswas on thelong pull and the
way the shape of Southtown will affect thels-
land: “We need to know many things,” she
said. “We need to know how that five hun-

dred million dollarsis being capitdized. I've
asked this question in open sessions and have
never gotten an answer. We need the power
of the residents behind these questions.

“We need to know what plan is being uti-
lized,” Margolin continued, outlining the
scope of the task residents face. “Is it the
Ramati plan? Or some other plan? Isitin-
deed going to be 29-story buildings? We
need to know whether the master plan and
the General Development Plan are being
observed. It’svery important becausewithin
that GDP there were sections of the Island
that were called out and allocated for parks.
We need to know by what right Southpoint
has been put up for sale. Thisisour park. It
isin the 1969 study of Welfare Island under
Governor Nelson Rockefeller. There is a
great body of information that we need to
access. Itishightimewe got to work.”

Fabulous, fun, fund-raising

Jewel

Silent Auction

FAIR!!!

DON’T MISS THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD’S

Saturday, October 25th, 10:00-3:00

in the GOOD SHEPHERD CHAPEL COMMUNITY ROOM - COME
EXPLORE, ALL YOU COULD ASK FOR, AND MORE!!!

r
Early (\éhristmas Shopping
Delicious Homemade Food

Hot, Homemade Soup for Lunch

Items from All Over the World
Kitchen/Household Treasures/Books/Clothes
Travel Opportunities

Youth Participation

and... if you have quality items of value to contribute, please bring
them to the Church Friday evening, October 24th after 6 p.m.

EVERY PENNY EARNED IN THIS ONE ANNUAL FUND-
RAISING EVENT SUPPORTS THE GOOD WORK OF

Church of the Good Shepherd

For more information about the Church,
call The Reverend Oliver T. Chapin at (212) 486-0529

Roosevelt Island Cafe - Bakery

Try our delicious pastries, cakes & cookies
Special treats for Halloween

HALLOWEEN SPECIAL
Bring in this coupon for
$2.00 off any cake

(Coupon valid until 10/31/97)

546 1/2 Main Street  702-8883

Jack Resnick, M .D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

832-3210

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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COMMUNITY NEWS Roosevelt Idand
Racquet Club (RIRC) teaching pro Maureen
Rankinerecently awarded threetopjunior play-
erswith tennis scholarships at an awards gaa
held at New York City’s Motown Cafe. Her
non-profit organization, The Association of
Minority Tennis Professionds, Inc. (AMTP)
co-sponsored the event. The AMTP awardees
are al junior tournament winners who have
achieved national rankingsin their agegroups.
AMTP was founded in 1993 to enhance the
image of minorities in tennis and to provide
assistance to minority tennis professionasfor
Bquer development. Maureen Rankine has

ateaching professional a RIRC sinceits
launch in 1991.

SOCCER
Senior Div. W L T PTSGF GA
Blue 3 0 O 9 7 1
Red/Blue 1 1 1 4 6 7
YedlowBlack 1 2 O 3 4 6
Silver 0 2 1 1 2 5
Week 3, Bluedef Red/Blue4-0, Y ellow/Black
def Silver 2-0.
Junior Div. W L T PTSGF GA
Red/White 3 0 O 9 15 4
Green/Blue 2 1 0 6 7 6
PurpleWhite 0 2 1 1 2 6
Blue/White 0O 2 1 1 3 11
Week 3, Red/Whitedef Blue/White 7-2, Green/
Blue def Purple/White 2-1.
Minor Div. W L T PTSGF GA
Ydlow 2 0 O 6 4 2
Red 1 1 0 3 3 2
Blue 0 1 1 1 2 3
Green 0O 1 1 1 1 3
\2N%k 2, Blueties Green 1-1, Yellow def Red
-1.

_F‘mD—E'—EI—'_ a.‘

SPORTSWIRE

Jay Levine

TENNIS The RI Tennis Association orga-
nized asuccessful Labor Day Picnicwhichwas
followed by the club championships and lad-
der playoffs. Here are the results of thesetour-
naments.
Club Championships
\G/Vé)rggw: Irina Pastron vs Karin Jacobson, 4:6
Men: Jan Buenner vs Mike Gaffney, 6:4 6:3
Men's Doubles: Paul Rechani/Mike Gaffney
vs Michael Kolba/Justin Rodriguez, 8:5
Mixed Doubles: Sonya& MikeKolbavsKarin
Jacobson & Tom Smith, 8:5
Men's Consolation: Michadl Kolba vs Tom
Smith, 8:4
Ladder Playoffs
grog% A: David Eaton vs CarlosBraune, 6:3

.7 6:
group B: Fidel Ramirez vs Atsumi Kolba,

1

While the season winds down, hereis some
good news for al players. the outdoor courts
will remain open throughout the fall and win-
ter. Use this opportunity for a grest outdoor
workout. We still hope that RIOC will make
good on its promise to replace the burnt-out
light bulbs. For additiona information about
tennis call Jan Buenner (President) 469-3107
or Michael Kolba (Vice President) 980-3811.

NEWS |f you have sports-related news,
announcements, questionsor commentsplease
call me at 688-3358 or E-mail me at
wiresports@aol.com, so it can be included in
future issues. Photos of Idand sports events
Ewith caption information) are also welcome

leavefor Jay Levineat the Westview door st
tion, 625 Main Street).

Classified 751-8214

SERVICES
AFTER SCHOOL CARE daily or when needed by long-term resident on Roosevelt

Island. Snacks, play, homework supervision.

Evenings, weekend sitting also.

Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157
Expert Painter, Island references, 751-8214

Expert piano repairs & tuning. Prompt service. 718-358-8882. Beeper 1-917-483-

1020

Closet specialist - Designs, Accessories, Installations. Double your closet space.

Free estimate. 751-8214

CLASSES

Main Street Theatre and Dance Alliance — ongoing registration for dance and

theatre classes. 371-4449

A.R.J.
JEWELRY

GRAND OPENING

14 K. GOLD & SILVER WATCHES ON SALE
ALL JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR

BANDS & BATTERIES AVAILABLE

591 MAIN STREET
826-9612
MON-SAT 10-7
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WE MISSED YOU...
DID YOU MISS US?

EXPERT AUTO REPAIR OF FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS

* Mechanical Work e
* Body & painting work e
» Towing -
* Full line of detailing «

MORTY AND HIS CREW

formerly of Morty’s Automotive Services,
are back to serve you better from his nearby location,
LONG ISLAND CITY

As in the past, for your convenience,
we will pick up and deliver

Please call to say hello to Morty and get information
We wish you a Happy New Year

(718) 433-0550

41-01 23rd St. LIC, NY 11101

Dr. Ronald Beauvais

Podiatrist

Specialist in foot problems

Accepting Medicare and Medicaid

1-800-4/74-4182

House calls

B

Halloween Party

Friday, October 31

6:00 PM-midnight

</

One | nveari ngay ki nd o
costune andve | | take 30%
df yar dek

On Main Street next to the historic
Chapel of the Good Shepherd. 752-1517

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)
Al drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION  AIRPORTS WELCOME
o st HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

7

.

Moving? Call... Since 1926

Steinway Moving & Storage

Just 5 minutes from Main Street
Local ¢ Long Distance * Overseas * Packing ¢ Storage

718 278-9090

Licensed Insured

J

DOMINICK
CALDERONI

ATTORNEYAT LAW

ACCIDENTS ¢ DIVORCE « BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES « OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

(718)

319-1400

KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCL LLP




