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What's Christmas without a tree? These and other members of Island
Boy Scout Troop 59 are selling Christmas trees at Motorgate this week.

RIOC May Impose
Sudden Rent Hike
on Island House

by Dick Lutz

Idand House tenants will face arent increase soon. Westview, too.

That's nothing new. It happens every couple of years. What could be
different thistimeisthe ultimate source of that rent increase, and wherethe
money will go.

TheRoosevet dand Operating Corporation (RIOC) hasnatified the owner
of Idand House that ground rent — the yearly amount paid to New Y ork
State for theland on which the building sits—will go from about $500,000
to about $750,000. If the figure holds (it's being negotiated and could be
contested), and if it’ s passed on to tenantswithout modification, it trandates
to amonthly rent hike of $60 for the average |9dand House gpartment.

Such anincrease wouldn't be unprecedented. But in thiscase, the money
would go neither to the owner nor to capital improvements. The money
would go to RIOC.

Thisarisesat atimewhen Idand Houseisin need of 20th-year repairsand
maintenance to its roof, pool, exterior sheathing, and more. Whatever the
rent increase, the State would take asignificant chunk for itself. And what-
ever the State takes won't be available to use in fixing the building.

How this came about, and how it could play out in January’ sBud%et Rent
Determination hearings for 1and House and Westview, is the subject of
this report. The outcome is likely to bear on Westview rents, and could
influence the ground rent negotiationsinvolved in Rivercross privatization.
How it might bear on Eastwood isuncertain, but it' san important test of the
relationship between the State of New Y ork and the owners of 1dand hous-

ing.
Some Dry Higtory

The lease for the land on which Idand House sits provides that one year
after the openi ngdo(l; thehsubway, the Statﬁ can in;[easehi ts cmg&s for terclje
property. But it didn't happen in 1990, the year after the subway o )
Had it happened then, it would have been 13 years behind schedule, Iﬁgthe
subway itself. And it hasn't happened yet. The State, presently in theform
of RIOC, is actually some seven years behind in imposing the allowed in-
crease.

Intheorigina planning, theideawasthat by the year 2005, the owner of
Isand House would be paying the State the equivaent of the taxes that
would beimposed on theland for equival ent conventional ly-financed hous-
ing. By 2015 the owner would be paying both taxes and ground rent equal
to what such abuilding would generate if the land were not State-controlled
property and the construction financing had been arranged in the commer-
cia marketplace rather than with the assistance of a State mortgage loan.

Intheorigina planning, that amount of increase presumably would have
been imposed gradually over al the years between 1976, the year after the
subway was supposed to have opened, and the 2005/2015 dates. But this
year, with its announcement to the Island House owner, RIOC is proposing
to catch up on the seven years of increases not yet imposed. Then, the
remainder of the allowed increases will presumably be spread over the re-
maining years, working out to afew dollars per apartment per month, added

every year.
Best Laid Plans...

All this could serve as an object lesson to those who presume to plan a
quarter-century into thefuture, reaching through 25 years of calendarstotie
alegal straitjacket on future administrators. The subway was supposed to
be ready by the mid-70's, but a fiscal crisis held it up. Southtown was
supposed to bein place by now, but areal estate dowdown and other prob-
lems kept it from being a source of revenue for the Idand and RIOC.

Crystd ballshaveyet to be perfected, and plansbased ontheir revelations
are bound to be flawed.

See Rent, page 3

DHCR Commissioner Meets
With Trio of Island Residents

Joe Lynch met with three Idand residents this week,
and the residents came away hopeful that he'll act on
their complaints about Jerome Blue' s administration of
the Roosevelt 1land Operating Corporation (RIOC).
Lynch, who as Acting Commissioner of the State’ s De-
partment of Housing and Community Renewal isBlue's
boss, has started chairing RIOC Board mesetingsand gen-
erally taking amore direct interest in Iland matters.

According to those attending, the two-and-a-quarter-
hour meeting waswide-ranging, highly specific, afairly
warm exchange - and though another meeting isto take
place in amonth, rather noncommittal on Lynch’s part.

Significantly, Lynch expressed an opinion that
Roosevelt Idand operations are not self-sufficient, put-
ting him at variance with claims made by Blue.

“1 was heartened by the reception we received,” said
Patrick Stewart, President of the Roosevelt |dand Resi-
dents Association (RIRA). “I was impressed that their
understanding was thorough, their questions excellent,
and | came away feding that | like these guys, and fed!-
ing that they have a sincere concern for the well-being
of Roosevelt Idand. | was impressed that they were
willing to spend so much time with us.”

In addition to Stewart, the meeting included Andrey
Berman, Co-Chair of the Westview/Idand House Task
Force, and LindaHeimer, President of the Roosevdlt Is-
land Safety Coalition. The meeting came about at
Lynch’s request when Heimer wrote to him recently,
disappointed in his response to a letter to Governor
George Pataki written by three Rivercross residents.
Virginia Ewald, Barbara Packer, and Karen Puritz had
encountered Pateki on the beach in the Hamptons on
July 4, and Pataki had invited their letter. (All threelet-
terswere published in The WIRE November 15 and 22.
Thisissue' sLetterscolumnincludesanother letter tothe
Governor by the three women.) On the DHCR side,
Lynch was accompanied by Otis Jones, his deputy who
has had responsibility for Roosevelt 1dand.

Commenting on the meeting, Heimer told The WIRE,
“1 was very grateful that someone in a position to do
something isfinally listening and not just trying to pla-
cate us. I'll be very interested to see what they have to
say at our next meeting in about amonth. Even so, the
position we'rein isthat we can’'t wait to see what they
will do or won't do, because we have only ten monthsto
the [gubernatorial] election, and the only leverage we
havelsthat election. We'll seewhat they haveto say in
amonth. After that, we'll go back to full-blown demon-
strating and take whatever action is necessary to move
thisforward.”

According to the three Ilanders at the meeting, these
subjects were covered, among others:
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» [Idand sdlf-sufficiency. Lynch agreed that Roosevelt
Idand has not reached budgetary self-sufficiency. The
state has recently issued an RFP for aconsulting firm to
establish financia controlsat RIOC.

« Lynch indicated an interest, coincident with Blue's
professed intent, in involving the MTA with the Tram-
way. He aso expressed sympathy with the idea of a
cutback in Tramway
hours if passenger
load doesn’t warrant
continuation of the
current schedule. But
helistened willingly to
the residents’ asser-
tions that the Tram
will be a profit center
when Southtown is
built.

* Lynch hinted that
the RIOC Board
should take greater
control over theRIOC
administration, look-
ing more deeply into
the facts behind the
recommendations
made by the RIOC
President.

 Lynchexpresseda
strong belief in the need for a real community dia
and participation in management of Roosevet Idand.
Hetold theresidentsthat hefavorshaving elected Iland
residents on the RIOC Board, a position advocated by
the Idand’ s “ movement for democracy.”

* In backing the idea of community input on
Southtown, Lynch assured the residentsthat nothing has
been firmly and finally decided about Southtown. He
said that the Governor’ s plan for Roosevelt Idand isto
build it out as originally planned.

* Lynch assured the residents that the State has funds
for emergencies, responding to concerns that a tight
RIOC bud%et may leave the 1dand unable to handle a
sudden problem.

* In adiscussion of racia matters, he observed that
existing conflict on Roosevelt Idand could “fester” if
not addressed.

Lynch seemed to fed, said the residents, that RIOC
President Blue has taken more latitude in his manage-
ment of Roosevelt Idand than is appropriate. Theresi-
dents observed that neither Lynch nor Jones made an
effort to defend Blue or hisadministration, despite agree-
ing with some Blue positions on specific issues.
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Poof! It's a Megastore. Well, not quite “poof.” Although the Sloan’s Market in Motorgate may seem to have
become twice its size (from 12,000 square feet to 24,000) and a Gristede’s overnight, it's been some five years in
the transformation, largely pushed along by Island resident James Kaufman (inset), a member of the RIRA Com-
mon Council, who is legal counsel to Big Apple Markets. The new store is having its grand opening this week.
More photos and a personal reflection by Judith Berdy appear on page 13.

Season'’s Greetings from The WIRE!
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A Page of Opinion

Senator Maloney?

There has been considerable speculation in the media about
potential Democratic challengers to Senator Al D’Amato in the
upcoming election. Many names have been mentioned, but one
that I have not seen, and one that I think should be included, is
that of our own Representative Carolyn Maloney.

Carolyn has a lengthy record in public service, including
the City Council and the Congress. She has been associated
with major legislative initiatives in the House, including many
that have advanced the rights of women and families.

Carolyn originated and passed reform bills to centralize and
improve federal debt collection, saving us taxpayers billions
annually. She has a key role in the future of Governor’s Island
as Ranking Member of the House subcommittee providing in-
put on that decision.

As Vice Chair of the Women’s Caucus, the
third-term member of Congress has passed leg-
islation emphasizing foster-care reform, funding

women’s needs and reproductive freedom. She
got national attention for her report during the &
105" Congress that analyzed data on sexual ha-
rassment and assault in the military.

Last year, her work on economics and finance led to an ap-
pointment to the esteemed Joint Economic Committee, the first
woman so honored. In her ten years of service as a member of
the City Council, beginning in 1982, Carolyn represented the
minority district of East Harlem.

In my opinion the party should be taking a look at her.

[ ]
The Thin Blue Line

Now that the official word has been received here on the
15-month repair of our only subway will the powers-that-be at
the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation relent and take off
the pressure on the Tram? Or will they still carry on their war
with the majority of residents and insist on trying to reduce
hours on our icon? (By the way, have you noticed how often
that word is used today?)

Mega Benefits, Mega Concerns

I'm likely one of the few people here who still hasn’t been
inside the new, expanded Gristede’s, but I certainly am looking
forward to it at the first opportunity. Everyone is talking about
it and the current buzz (there’s another one of those words) is
that it is a big hit although still pricey despite lots of specials.
Also, what worries me is its impact on several of our other mer-
chants.

Speaking of Eating

You can help beat hunger in our City! That’s the theme of
our Public Safety’s drive for canned and other non-perishable
food for distribution to Emergency Food Programs in the city.
Donations will be accepted through January 1 at Public Safety,
552 Main Street.

Happy Ho/idays
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Motorgate: Non Resdents Pay Less

TotheEditor:

It' sbeen sSmmeringinside of mefor awhile—that annoyancethat bubbles
under the surface. In particular, | would notice it when we would come
home on a Sunday or holiday evening and attempt to park at Motorgate.
Tryingtofind aspotisareal challenge. Usually we get thelast spot after we
climb higher and higher in the garage. Some future night we probably won’t
find one at al, destined to drive round and round perpetualy, like the fa-
mous sad song about the man who rode forever on the Boston MTA, “the
man who never returned.”

The smmer has now expanded into afull boil since | now know that not
only do non-residents pay less than residents — but significantly less. After
receiving an ad in the mail hoping to lure non-Roosevelt |landers to
Motorgate, | discovered that they pay less than half what we do —we pay
$150 for agenera spot, and they pay $61.31!

Inwhat other community do non-residents get preference over residents?
In many communities you can't even buy aspot, let alone get adiscount for
not living there! And If the present PR campaign continues with unlimited
access, eventualy there will be so many cars that my forecast of eternal
motion is destined to become afact.

Would someone explain to me why presently | should have to pay $150
in order to waste my time and anxiety searching high and low for aparking
place? Priority should be givento residentsand alimit put on the number of
carsallowed in the garage (beyond those of Roosevelt I anders). L et others
stay inthe visitor’ s section if necessary. | see carswith license plates from
Tennessee, Connecticut, etc. throughout the garage. Why would they pay
less than we do — unless of course you account for the fact that Edison
Parking has us over the proverbia barrd —i.e. they can do what they want
because where else are we going to go? (Unlike other communities, we
don’t even havelocal street parking.)

Edison’s policy is just another outrageous example of Roosevelt Idand
“democracy.”

An Irate Westview Resident (name withheld)

About that School Incident...

Tomy Felow Idanders:

Many of you have seen a couple of letters recently posted around the
idand claiming asecond grader was* assaulted” while attending classat PY
1S 217. Thelettersfirst accused the school authorities of handling the situ-
ation extremely poorly and trying to sweep it under the rug, and then when
theschool, dlongwiththe PTA, issued ashort statement of explanation, they
were labeled with “the pathetic attempt at some form of redemption.”

As someone not directly involved in the incident, it is hard to know the
exact specifics of what went on, since al this information is, for obvious
reasons, confidential. Indeed, evenif oneweredirectly involved, given the
fact that all theinformation comesfrom these second gradersfiltered through
different adults, it is virtually impossible to determine with any real certi-
tude what exactly went on.

However, afew things for sure are known. At this grade level the bath-
rooms are actually right in the classroom, and it is very easy for achild to
dipinand out. Secondly, therewasno discernible physical injury to any of
the children involved. From thisit is easy to see how the school officials
thought it a small scuffle among children that started and ended quickly;
something barely to be given asecond thought. 1t was only after the boy of
thefamily who is so upset over theincident told his mother that the incident
started to become enlarged. Exactly what the boy told his mother and its
accuracK isaquestion that will probably forever remain unanswered.

Inlight of what littlereally can be determined, aswith many thingsinlife,
it is important that we listen to how the concerned parties are acting and
reacting rather than what they are claiming. | am a parent with akindergar-
ten student in the school. Both my wife and | have extensive contact and
involvement with the teacher of our son, numerous school and PTA offi-
cidsand, in particular, the principal. We have been consisently impressed
with the professionalism, warmth, sensitivity and dedication to the children.
As an example, in the morning you will often see the principal in the hall
gresting the students with particular attention shown to those who are upset
or out of sorts or showing signs of misbehaving. Further, what seems in-
credible to me is she seems to know the name of every child in the schoal.

On the other hand, | do not know the family of the boy who wasinvolved
in this regrettable incident; all |1 know are the two letters that were posted
around the idand. When one reads them, there is a distinct accusatory,
inflamed, almost ranting tone.

Looking at what can possibly be learned of what actually happened and
reactions of all those involved, it leaves me with a strong uneasy feeling
about the family of this boy and much more importantly, a deep chill in
witnessing the bludgeonings so easily rained down on even our best educa
tors.

With many hopes that we will all recover from this incident quickly and
be ableto allow our highly competent and sensitive school staff to focuson
educating, in which | have every confidence of their abilities.

LeeEdelman

Bringing Health Care Home

TotheEditor:

| was quoted in The Times as saying, “We used to call this Paradise Is-
land—but not any more.” Wdll, | have good news. Maybe we're at least
semi-Paradise [dand.

How come? Jack Resnick, M.D. has decided to grace our Iand with his
warmth and talents. | rushed to hisofficeas soon as| heard—and am | glad
| did! I'dvisit him anywherein Manhattan or Queens—but, let’ sfaceit, of
all our health care providers, the one most likely to be needed in an emer-
gency is our internist. So what could be more fortunate than having him
right on the Island?

My heart sank when | learned that
Dr. Resnick had, at the request of
many patients, joined Empire Associ-
atesHMO. | will never joinanHMO.
But what luck! Dr. Resnick also ac-
cepts non-HM O patients!

I’ll admit therewas one disappoint-
ment—he accepts Medicare assign-
ment and | liketo fedl I'm paying my
own way; | like to write a check as|
leave the doctor’s office. Well, you
know what they say: “Y ou can’'t have

everything.”

Letters Policy

The WIRE will consider publication
of letters on a Name Withheld basis,
but the writer's name, address, and
phone number must be provided.
Submit on IBM-compatible 3.5”
floppy disk (any wordprocessing soft-
ware) left at 531 Main Street for The
WIRE; by ASCIl text emalil
(72260.20@compuserve.com); or typed,
left at 531 Main Street. All letters
are subject to editing for length.

Frances Salten

To the Governor:
Patience Thinning

Governor George Pataki

c/o Ms.Berry Ravitz, Executive
Chamber

633 Third Ave., 38" Floor

New York, NY 10017

Dear Governor Pataki:

On July 9 we wrote to you—on
your invitation—to expressour con-
cerns about our community of
Roosevelt Island. We had no re-
sponse until October 16, when we
heard, not from you, but from Joseph
Lynch, Acting Commissioner of
DHCR.

Mr. Lynch responded point by
point to our letter but we can only
conclude that he missed the point.
The responses are actualy non-re-
sponses, of the type we are used to
hearing from Dr. Jerome Blue, the
president of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation. Most of our
concerns are till outstanding; they
till have not been addressed. More-
over, since we wrote our letter other
concerns have arisen: the proposed
development of Southpoint (which
was to have been parkland); exorbi-
tant Sportspark pool fees; the at-
tempted takeover of scheduling in
our Good Shepherd Church; the re-
peated threat of cutsin Tramway ser-
vice, token (or no) consultation with
residents on devel opment issues; the
construction of aracial divide.

The patience of theresidentsof the
Island Iswearing thin aswe see gov-
erning by fiat on the part of RIOC.
Residents have aready organized
oneprotest sncewelast wrotetoyou,
andthey areready to engagein more
inorder to maketheir strong fedings
heard and acknowledged. In our |et-
ter we extended an invitation to you
tovisit our Iland and to meet with a
group of concerned residents in a
nonconfrontational setting. That in-
vitation till holds. We think such a
visit would go a long way toward
defusing the situation here and giv-
ing some assurance that we are not
the forgotten stepchild of the state.

We look forward to hearing from
you, Governor.

VirginiaJ. Ewald
Barbara Packer
Karen M. Puritz

Praisng PS1S217

TotheEditor:

Some Idandersassumethat PSS
217 isnot good enough for their kids
— without ever looking into it. |
couldn’t be more pleased with my
son’ skindergarten experience. He's
enjoying his classes and learning a
lot. Histeacherisvery responsiveto
him. He comes home excited about
something every day. In the eighth
grade, they do agreat job helping the
kids get through the high school ap-
plication process. My oldest daugh-
ter went from IS 217 to Bronx Sci-
ence, and | have the dedication of
severd |S 217 teachers to thank for
that. 1t'shere. Do yourself afavor
and check it out.

vy Hamlin

Wonderful Drood!

TotheEditor:

What awonderful evening we re-
cently spent seeing The Mystery of
Edwin Drood, presented by theMain
Street Theatre. The plan had al the
ingredients of a first-class musical
triumph on Broadway: surprise out-
standing performances by our own
Roosevelt Island neighbors, great
singing and dancing, and amost un-
usual plot with twidgts, turns, comedy
anddrama. Andwhat’smore, Nancy
Howe playing such a part. Who
would have believed it?

My wife and | came away with a
wonderful fegling of glow and joy.

While on Broadway tickets are so
high and often hard to get, right here
onour littleldand, we have our own
theatrical gold mine, at $15-$25 a
ticket!

Themoral of thestory: Nexttime,
don’t walk, run to get your tickets!

Finally, to Worth and Nancy
Howe, ahearty Bravo! Weloveyou.

Al Weingtein



Mr. & Mrs. Walter Hill recently celebrated their 45th anniversary.

Rent, from page 1

An object lesson it might be, but for ISand House residents, it's more of
an immediate crisisin the making. Working through the tangled history of
the building’ s finances, its mind-numbing lease, and its need for extensive
repairs and renovation - and doing al this at a time when the building's
owner and residents are trying to sort out aconversion of the building to an
occupant-owned cooperative - well, it'samassive migraine.

Questions, Options, Questions

The matter raisesquestions. Why didn’t the State start imposing increases
long before now? (The building wasin receivership, but that wouldn't have
prevented an increase in ground rent.) Can the State impose the increases
now, having foregonethem for solong? Canthe Statelegitimately make up
for lost yearsin one fell swoop? Does RIOC actudly have the authority to
impose the increase? Did RIOC inform State entities above it in the power
structure that it was about to do this? In the absence of a City assessment,
does any increase based on building or land value have legitimacy? If the
increases areto beimposed, isthere someway of averaging out the amounts
over many years, rather than hitting present tenants with a large catch-up
amount in one shot?

And for tenants, will this be a cause for protest or litigation?

Asfor turning Idand House into a cooperative: 1t needs work. Without
thework, it' slessof abargain for buyers. Doing thework requiresfinancial
input that would ordinarily comefrom rents. But if amajor part of any rent
increase has to go to RIOC, the funds can't go into repairs and improve-
ments. Theresult: higher rents, abuilding whose deterioration is not fully
arrested in atimely fashion, and a harder sell as a cooperative.

It istempting to speculate that New Y ork State’ swithdrawal of asubsidy
for Roosevelt Idand isthe root cause of this potential bumpinrents. RIOC
needs money, and all the evidence suggests its president, Dr. Jerome Blue,
is looking in every nook and cranny for it. He wouldn't have to do that,
presumably, were the State’' s support till in place, as planners originaly
envisioned. (The Island was to be subsidized until its population reached
20,000; it’ spresently 8,300.) RIOC therefore might have continued to forego
the increase in ground rent and PILOT (payments in lieu of taxes) pay-
ments, had the subsidy continued. A more substantial chunk of any rent
increase might have gone to repairs.

Yet the State may be required, legally, to impose the increases, as the
leaseis structured. On the other hand, there are somelegal nicetiesthat are
supposed to feed into the process, such asa City assessment of the building,
and those requirements haven't yet been satisfied.

Hearingsontheldand Houseand Westview rentincrease, formaly known
as Budget Rent Determintion, are scheduled for January 20. Just how the
normal high drama will be rewritten with this new factor in the mix is
anybody’s guess.

Memo to Bigelow Pharmacy: Stock up on headache remedies.

- RIRA

Roosevelt Island
Residents Association
Common Council Members

Eastwood

Isabel Adelson, 510 Main St.
#1302, 212-688-4245

Gwen Almo-Duvar, 540 Main St.
#736, 212-371-0201

David Blumberg, 546 Main .,
212-759-7498

Joan Christianson, 540 Main St.
#446, 212-759-8336

MarciaCole, 580 Main St. #478,
212-unpublished

Vicki Feinmel, 580 Main St.
#1602, 212-767-6033

Virginia Granato, 510 Main St
#446, 212-no listing

Walter Hill, 560 Main St. #710,
212-715-9847

James Kaufman, 540 Main St.
212-935-6850

JoanMatula, 546 Man &, +1212
759 1261

Nneka Pope, 580 Main St., 212-
759-8634

Jesse Rademaker, 560 Main St
#462, 212-752-1388

Mary Lou Ridey, 546 Main St.
#423, 212-688-8090, 212-753-2984
(fax)

Linda Warren, 560 Main St.
#1006, 212-832-2915

Idand House

JudithBerdy, 575Main St. #1301,
212-688-4836, 212-628-9754

Joan Brooks, 575 Main St. #1908,
212-838-76838

Joseph Castine, 555 Main St.
#1104, 212-308-6722

Debra Mount Cornet, 555 Main
St #1311, 212-838-2729

Frank Farance, 555 Main St.
#705, 212-838-7447

Patrick Stewart, President, 575
Main St. #1602, 212-371-2332

Manhattan Park

Charles (Chip) Damsel 111, 40
River Rd. #11E, 212-753-3247

SherieHelstien & Matthew Katz,
20 River Rd. #16J, 212-935-7534

Guy Midkiff, 20 River Rd. #7E,
212-935-7359

Jeffrey Palmer, 30 River Rd. #5R,
212-935-5194

Harry Small, 40 River Rd. #3M,
212-583-0064

Rivercross

Malcolm Cohen, 531 Main . ,
212-758-1661

Jeffrey Hochman, 531 Main St
#710, 212-688-7383

Ron Schuppert, Vice President,
531 Main St. #923, 212-308-9863

Al Weingtein, 531 Main St. #126,
212-688-1381

Westview
Edward Gardner, 595 Main St.
#1112, 212-421-1231
Joseph Palermo, 595 Main St.
#1202, 212-486-2596
ZakieWazani, 625 Main S #725,
212-759-6949, fax 212-751-3839

I’ve put out a Christmas list for
Santa, and if he finds my wish list
acceptable, 1998 will bring TheMain
Sreet WIRE agenuineeditorial car-
toonist — that Is, someone who can
actually draw.

If pressed, I'll admit that despite
my lack of artistictalent, | genuinely
enjoy editorial cartooning. It's a
chance to blend reality and symbol-
ism to make a point in a way just
subtle enough to require some
thought, yet sharp enough to crack
the habitual obfuscation of
officialdom and make a point. De-
spite that, WIRE readers deserve
someonein these pageswho has kil

with the implements of the artist, as
well as the wit that sometimes fails
me. Candidates, pick up the phone.
The number here is 826-9055.

The WRE'sligt for Santaalso in-
cludes commissioned advertising
sdllers for Queens and Manhattan.
Ellen Levy’s tireless efforts on be-
half of this publication are one of its
consistent strengths, though | fail to

island
observer

tell Ellen that often enough. But she
deserves some help, and less of a
panic each issueto make sure we hit
thequotathat will put the paper over
the break-even mark.

And no managing editor’s Christ-
mas list would be complete without
acry for morefeaturewritersof the
caliber of Barbara Lowentha and
Jm Baehler. Roosevet Idand has
so many talented writers— and writ-
ing for these pagesis agreat way to
invest someof yourself inyour com-
munity.

That number, again, is 826-9055.

Best of the season!

Dick Lutz
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Patrick Stewart

Fax or phone event information to
317-8523. Please provide a phone
number for follow-up.

| believe in magic. | dways have. Of course, for eleven months of the

year, | keep it pretty much under wraps, and rely on a belief in al those

other, more mundane virtuestoinspire meto get thingsdone. Each Decem-
ber, though, out it pops, asif it were brand new.

| owe it to my mother, of course, as

weadl do. | say, “Weall do,” because |

firmIY believe that somewhere, each of

RZRA usstill hasthat core belief in magic, and

. P) that we al got it the same way, on the
_Preszclent S morning of some other December 25th.
Oh, admittedly it gets dented and tar-
nished, and some of us undoubtedly be-
(jOlumn lieve we' ve routed it out for good, but
it’ still there. It'salmost indestructible,
thank good-
ness. It's
what saves us each time we think we' ve finaly
cometo the‘last straw,” and we' ve all seen afew
last strawsin our lives.
Today' smothersamaze me. Most of them have
tobs on top of the 24-hour-a-day job they haveto

egin with. Many, far too many, arealone. And

yet, they still manage, somehow, to create the
miracle of Christmas morning for another child,
ensuring that yet another generationwill be blessed
with the knowledge of magic, true magic.

| don't mean at all to disparage fathers in all
this, but mostly, if we admit it, we just follow di-
rections, we know who'sin charge of Christmas.

Happily for me, | get to spend alot of timewith
atwo-year-old these days, and recently | watched
Zoe encounter her first Christmas tree. Houdini
himself had nothing to touch it. Someone had to give, to give of themselves
intime and effort and love for that Christmas tree to be there at all.

| sincerely wish each of you the joy of the mﬁc of Christmas, and hope
that, for at |east one moment, you aretouched thememory of your own
most magical personal Chrisimes. May each of us know love in our own
hearts, and may each of us beinspired to give of that love to others.

Compiled by Claire Friedland ¢ 317-8523

Dec. 22, Monday Evenings, 8:00to 10:00 p.m., Bridge, Director/instructor
LilaGilbert, 546 Main Street, main floor, private room newly refurbished.
Free. Bring your own cards.

Jan. 3, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. —

Roosevelt Idand Art Association
meetsthefirst Sunday of every month
at 546 Main Street, inthe Artists' Stu-
dio, 12" floor. For information: 421-
59309.

Jan. 7, Wednesday, 8:00 p.m., Roosevelt |dand Residents Association
(RIRA). Downgtairs at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Jan. 8, Thursday, 10:00 am., Roosevelt Idand Operating Corporation
(RI1OC) Board of Directorsmeeting. Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Every week:

Stay Well (Exercise), Mondays 10-11 am., Wednesdays 9:30-10 am.

English Classes, Mondays 12-1 p.m., Wednesdays & Fridays10-11

T’ai Chi (exercise), Thursdays 10-11 am.

Arts& Crafts- Mondays 12:45 p.m.

Special events:

Dec. 20 (Saturday) 8:00 p.m. — RISA’ S Holiday party

Dec. 23 Tuesday, 10-4 p.m. —Metrocard Bus (refill your Metrocard with-
out going to the subway, or apply for the Metrocard. Entire community
welcome.)

Dec. 25 (Christmas Day) — Closed: Activities, Lunch, Office

Dec. 26 & January 9 (Fridays) - 12:30 p.m. —Oldies But GoldiesMovie

Dec. 30 (Tuesday) 10:30 am. — Nutritionist Denise Sabal, Healthy Holi-
day Eating, Part 2

Dec. 31 ( Wedn@dQ/) 8:00 p.m. - RISA’S New Y ears Party

Jan. 14, 1998 (Wednesday) — 10:00 am. — Learn how the Medica Alert
System can save your life.

November 26 - Grand Larceny, 625 Main Street. A resident reported
that jewelry valued at about $40,000 had been removed from her apartment.
She said that arelative had been seen carrying alarge suitcase and entering
ataxi in front of the building.

November 29 - Robbery, 30 River Road. A taxi driver reported that a
fare picked up in Manhattan and taken to the Iland had grabbed her arm as
slh1e V\]{Ia:d making change and forced her to give up about %150 and keysand
then .

December 1 - Attempted Robbery, 599 Main Street. Speaking through
atrandator, the owner of thelocal jewelry store reported that two men, one
with agun in the waistband of his pants, had tried to pull a holdup. When
thevictim screamed, the duo fled. A search by policefailed to net the pair.

December 4 - Arrest for Grand Lar ceny, 4 River Road, front. A PSD
detective arrested a 19-year-old 1dand resident on an open NYPD com-
ﬁlai nt, in front of hishome. When Anibal Ramirez reportedly refused to be

andcuffed, additional PSD officers were summoned to effect the arrest.
Allegedly, Ramirez stole a cellular phone from his employer and used it to
charge thousands of dallars of cals.

December 6 - Disorderly Conduct, 540 Main Street. Responding to an
earlier complaint, PSD Officerswere near thethird-floor laundry roomwhen
they heard loud noises coming from the elevator. Two officers went to the
main level while two othersremained in place. Asthe doors opened at the
third floor, six juvenileswere seen kicking and banging the car walls. Their
parents were called to the PSD office and, when there was no visible dam-
age noted to the elevator, the youths were handed over to parental custody.

December 7 - DOA, east roadway beneath the 59" Street Bridge. The
body of an Island teenager, C.D. Scott, was discovered by aPSD officer in
the pre-dawn hours. The youth apparently fell after being stricken ill while
on the bridge, according to reports.
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Tony’s

Pizzeria ¢ Trattoria * Cafe
Not just a pizzeria...

Our cozy, candlelit dining room is one of
the Tram neighborhood’s best-kept secrets.
Our prices are right, our food’s the best.
During January 1998, bring in this ad
and receive a complimentary glass of
wine with any entree.

371-4965

1097 First Ave. at 60th St.

ocasons Greetings

from the Scouts of
Boy Scout Troop 59
and Cub Scout Pack 59

Help Roosevelt Island’s Scouts by
buying your Christmas Tree from us.

Beside Motorgate
(In the circular bike stand)

Friday Dec. 12t 6 -9 pm
Saturday 13th 9 am — 6 pm
Sunday 14th 1 -6 pm
Monday 15t 6 - 8 pm
Thursday 18t 6 - 8 pm
Friday 19th 6 -9 pm
Saturday 2079 9 am — 6 pm
Sunday 21t 1 -6 pm
Monday 220d 6 -8 pm*
Tuesday 23rd 6 -8 pm*

*if enough trees remain

Good, fresh, inexpensive trees we
bring directly from the tree farm.
Good value. Good cause!

GREAT NEWS FOR ROOSEVELT ISLAND
DOVMBENGSHASAIARGEH ECTIONOFWINESANDSRITSROM
AROUNDTHEACRIDNOWAVAIAR FATDECOUNTHRCES
REDHIVERY WITHAMNMUM $2500PURCHAS:

pomenick.

Wines & Spirits
28-22 Agoria Blvd., Astoria, N.Y. 11102
Phone (718) 728-4666 Fax: (718) 728-4803

This ad must be mentioned with your order to qualify
for these prices. Offer expires December 31, 1997.

SPIRITS
Smirnoff Vodka 1.75 Itr.
Bacardi Lt. or Dark .75 ltr.
Gordon’s Vodka 1.75 Itr.
Dewar’'s Scotch 1.75 Itr. $29.99
Courvoisier VS 750 ml $20.99

WINESCHAMPAGNE

Beringer White Zinfandel $5.99
K endall-Jackson Chardonnay $9.99
Lindemans Chardonnay $6.99
Korbel Champagne $9.99
Moet White Star Champagne $22.99
Chandon Brut Sparkling $12.99

\\

$15.99
$15.99
$15.99

Give Domenick’sacall to assist
with your holiday gifts and entertaining.

HAPPYHOLIDAYS!!

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini Parish

Holiday Schedule

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24
Midnight Mass at 10:00 PM.
Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25
Mass on Christmas Day at 11:15 A.M.
New Year’s Eve
Wednesday, December 31
Holy Hour from 11:30 PM to 12:30 AM
Cabrini Chapel, 564 Main Street
New 7Year’s Day

Thursday, January 1, 1998
Mass at 11:15

All are invited
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Happy Holidays

Roosevelt Island Bakery

546 1/2 Main Street

702-8883
Bring to your table our delicious cakes, pastries, cookies, fresh bread
and more. Place your order in advance and save.

Small tree cake, $16 * Large tree cake, $24 ¢ Log cake, $20
Canoli, Napoleon or any kind of filling, no extra charge
8” Fruit tarts, $12

Kiwi, Peach, Cherry (fruit may vary) - Vanilla custard filling

.............................

. Take $2 OFF your holiday order with this coupon.
o Roosevelt Island Bakery

Valid until 12/22/97. One coupon per customer

We deliver

The Capri

Italian Pizzeria & Restaurant
Main Street, Roosevelt Island

(212) 688-4702(

Lunch Bu?{ef

Hot or Cold $4.00

Choose from
Fish « Chicken * Veal * Pasta * Beef * Vegetable

Every day a different selection!

We do catering

1169 2nd Ave
Tb)’ Café (betw. 61 & 62)
Finally: The First Children's Cafe in NYC
An Oasis For Parents

* Fairytale Setting * Unusual Natural Toys for sale
* Extensive Children's Menu  * Adult Menu too!
* Small Tables & Chairs * Birthday Farties
* Catering

“A mirthful, melodic, touching musical. IT'S A TREAT!”
-The New York Times

“A witty overview of contemporary Jewish
life. This musical is for everyone.”
-Newsday
S “A charming evening with the
same kind of love that went into
grandma’s stuffed cabbage.”
' -TheaterWeek
STARRING: Leslie Lorusso, Peter Mensky,
: . Sara Ridberg, Topher Goodman, Noah Sferra
Theater EaSt 21 c60mst vet 2004 31
Box Office (212) 838-9090 « Fri 8pm ¢ Sat 2& 8pm ¢ Sun 2pm « All seats$25

“A cheerful and exuberant revue.”
Bring this WIRE ad for $5 discount

-New York Post

Merry Chrigmas
and
Happy New Y ear

todl our friends
and cusomers

The Roosevdt Idand
Fish Store
530 Man Stret

935-1702

Mount Tom
Day Camp

For Boys & Girls 3-13

Just minutes away to a safe and wonderful experience!
We’ve been serving Manhattan children with excellence for

40 years

For discerning parents ... visit and compare

We are only 20-25 minutes from Roosevelt Island.
Direct and free transportation from Roosevelt Island to our
magnificent school/estate premises.

WE HAVE: 5 pools ¢ animal farm e full tennis program
amphitheater » Japanese art * nature & ecology
music & drama e ballfields ¢ hot lunch « gymnastics
computers * renowned professional staff

Selecting a summer program for your child is
one of the most important decisions you will
make as a parent. There is a difference.

Call or Write

(914) 636-8130

48 Mount Tom Road, New Rochelle, NY 10805
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It' s a season of good will and positive thoughts about
our naghbors. At Trdlis, we sense the flow of the
season and seeitsglow newly dive here on Roosevdt
|ldand. Comeinfor our usud sarvicewithagamile, and
you || notice something oecid that definestherolewe
e for Trdlis in this great community: a gathering
place, acracker barrd... aplacewecdl yoursevery hit
asmuchaswecdl it ours. Thanksfor

your patronage, and... All our best

wishesfor the season and thenew

year.

Roosevdt Idand’ s Restaurant.
On Main Street, next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

If you were unable to attend our Traditional Candlelight Service with Choir this past Sunday, be sure not to miss our other Christmas Services!

Sunday School Christmas Program, December 21, at 4:00 p.m., Lower Community Room. You do not need to have a child in Sunday
School to have your heart warmed by this special service. Come and support and encourage our Island’s young people!

Christimas Eve Service-Family Service of Holy Comimunion, December 24 at 8:00 p.m. Main Chapel

PLEASE ALSO JOIN US FOR OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE OF SERVICES AND PROGRAMS:
¢ Sunday School 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. Classes for all ages, and the Children’s Choir.

¢ Vicar’s Prayers 9:50 a.m. each Sunday. Quiet meditation just prior to our Main Worship Service.

* Main Morning Worship each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. promptly.
Join us for our Gospel Sermon and traditional Hymns from our choir.

¢ Our Adult Bible Group meets each Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. in the Oval Room downstairs.

¢ Our Teen and Pre-Teen Venture groups meet immediately after the main Sunday Service, at 11:00 a.m. downstairsin
the Church. These groups offer our young people Christian guidance in dealing with the many challenges our

young people face today (as well as free pizza and soda).

For more information on all Good Shepherd Services and Programs,
contact the Reverend Oliver Chapin at (212) 486-0529
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David Kraut, Mary Jo Schager, Greg Goodman

Being in Drood

by Jim Baehler

“Places, please! Places, everyone!” The stage manager’s
call momentarily quelled the nervous jokes and restless pacing
backstage at the Main Street Theatre. In each performer’ smind
hummed the same refrain, “ Six weeks isn't enough rehearsa
time! Thisplay istoo demanding! How can opening night be
here already?’

Openi ng Night! A magical phrasefor any theater. Whether
inaBr ay playhouse or achurch basement, opening night
produces the same thrilling state of apprehension for all those
involved in the endeavor to please an audience and win its
applause. Few of usin the cast had seen a stage production of
The Mystery of Edwin Drood, so its book, music and lyrics
were indeed amystery. Our faith in the skill and judgment of
Worth and Nancy Howe, the creative core of the Main Street
Theatre, had drawn us to the auditions hoping a suitable part
was available.

And the concept of amusical dramafrom an unfinished novel
by Dickenswasintriguing, aswastheplantoalow eachnight's
audience to vote on how they thought the drama should un-
fold. “Hey, thiscould beavery interesting night inthe theater”
was in the mind of each performer. Then came the first few
rehearsals and the realization that Drood contained the most
hellish set of music and lyricsever put on paper. Thiswaslike
Gilbert and Sullivan on speed — tongue-twisting lyrics deliv-
ered at apacethat atobacco auctioneer might stumbleover, al
to be sung on amelodic linein time to the music!

Who is this Rupert Holmes listed as author, composer and
lyricist? An Englishman yes, but he had obviously crossed the
Channel to attend the Marquis de Sade School of Music. He
crested the role of Chairman for Drood, which is so extensive

and daunting that Worth

Howe in his wisdom di-

vided it in two. Mary Jo

Schager was assigned half,

then one week into re-

hearsal learned that the

gentleman to play the other

| half would not be available
and, without areplacement,
it would be much appreci-
ated if Mary Jo could as-
sume the entire role. We
gasped at thethought of one
person being on stage vir-
tudly every minute of the
production and with an in-
troduction to Act Two that
Worth aptly described as
memorizing the first two
chaptersof War and Peace.
With some understandable
hesitation Mary Jo agreedto
dotheentireroleasmy eyes

-

=

Jim Baehler

widened in admiration and awe.

First rehearsals are an interesting time for a number of rea-
sons, especialy with acast that has not previously worked to-
gether. In each person’s mind are two thoughts, can | do my
part justiceand, arethe other performersup totheir parts? Since
Worth would be the director and both he and Nancy Howe
were to have roles, | knew that their skill and training would
benefitusall. Mary Jo had demonstrated her consummate abil-
ity asasinger and actressin many previous Main Street The-
atre productions and my only concern was the incredible de-
mands that the role of Chairman places upon any performer.
That she was able to master the part while working full time
during the day is a staggering accomplishment. Which was
aso true of Carrie Rupnow and Scott Kerstetter, whose musi-
ca numbers are as difficult and intricate as any | have ever

The Mystery ' &
, ool
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&'pance
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The company

witnessed. There are many groups of professiona actors that
wouldfindit al butimpossibleto mount afull-scalemusical in
six weeks of part-time rehearsals but that is the history and, to
some extent, the pride of the Main Street Theatre.

Asidefromtheother principals, | knew that any musical with
AnitaMichael in amajor role would be ajoy to afellow per-
former. Y ou can go to any show on Broadway or any cabaret
in the city and you will not see an actress and singer whose
talent exceeds hers. | wasin the audience at thefirst rehearsa
when Anitaperformed The Wages of Sn, and all | could say to
myself was, How many times have | paid $75 for a Broadway
musical and not seen a show-stopper likethat. Afterward, the
cast agreed that any Idand resident who didn’t pay $15 or $25
to see Drood missed out on a musical number they would re-
member forever.

Soon after rehearsals began any (cj{ueﬂi ons about the ability
of the other cast members quickly dissolved. It was instantly
apparent that the romantic leads, Scott Kerstetter and Carrie
Rupnow, had voices comparable to any on Broadway. They
handled the most difficult musical passageswith easeand clar-
ity. Their duet, You Call it Love, is a furious piece in which
Jasper presses his love on Rosa who fiercely spurns his ad-
vances. The music, lyrics, and timing are so difficult that |
quickly retitled it, You Call it Love - | Call it Heartburn.

Kevin Gates as Neville Landless, described as “recently ar-
rived from Ceylon with histwin sister, Helena,” portrayed by
Elizabeth Midaret, were a wonderfully exotic couple and
brought the air of mystery that we ascribe to the Indian sub-
continent and its environs. After one performance, and while
still in makeup, Kevin was asked by amember of the audience
what part of Indiahewas nativeto. No greater praise could an
actor from Texas receive.

Bob McDowell

Those who know David Kraut may have been surprised as|
was by the flair for comedy he demonstrated in his role of
Durdles, the drunken stonemason. | was pleased to discover
that beneath David' s serious manner beats the heart of an op-
era bouffe comic. Greg Goodman, as Durdles young son,
could get alaugh by simply opening a curtain with the proper
panache and when matched by theaudiencewith AnitaMichael
aslovers at the end of the show |eft even the cast laughing.

OK, therest of the cast is superb, now what about me? Is
thisarolethat | can portray up to the standard set by the oth-
ers? Whoisthis Reverend Crisparklethat | amto play? The
script gives only one hint, he was once engaged to Rosa's
mother. All right then, why was the engagement broken —and
by whom? No way of knowing. There is aso the dightest
su?fgeﬂi on that perhaps Crisparkle threw Rosa's mother off a
cliff inajedousrage. Not much to build a character on. All
right, let’s think about this. Do | play the character straight?
That doesn't make sense; the script reads like a farce, with
absurd situations and exaggerated characters.

Afarce! Hotdamn! Here' sarolel can get aswild with asl
choose. How wild and in what way? How about combining
the worst of alan%uid English snob with a smarmy American
TV evangelist? That could work. 1I’ll need a snobby English
accent married to the deep, portentoustones of the guy ontele-
vision who needsyour money to carry on hiswork saving souls
from damnation. Okay, let's work on the voice. Make it as
smarmy and self-satisfied as possible—acombination of immy
Swaggert at his most unctuous and John Cleese at his most
British. Surround that with false piety and... | think I've got it.

When the cast laughs at your anticsthen you know you' reon
the right path and | soon felt that my character was in place.
But there's no way | can ever fed entirely comfortable with
the music. I’'m going to have to work on this every minute.



Anita Michael

Sounding good and looking good are not in the picture; I'm
LLtjasrt hoping not to embarrass myself during the musical num-
S.

In rehearsals, there are the inevitable frustrations of missed
cuesand bungled lines. Why does everyoneinthe cast seemto
have their roles under much better control than | do?

It can get complicated. After the No Good Can Come From
Bad number, | exit center, close the doors and wait. Kevin
opensthe doors and exits. Hewaitsfor Elizabeth to exit and |
close the right door. After Nancy exits | close the right door
againwhile Gregfixesthecurtains. He openstheleft door while
| open the right and feel for the hook in the dark to hold the
door in place. | quickly make an entrance stage right while
trying to remember my entrance cue and opening lines.

Asrehearsalsprogress, backstageisvirtualy void of the usual
banter and byplai/1 that is so much a part of any theater. The
cast istoo busy checking diaogue, cues, entrances, and lyrics
to engage in japery. Even during our first weekend's perfor-
mances a peek backstage would have revealed the same study
of scriptsfor many of the cast, including me. In most theaters,
such behavior is considered amateurish; with Drood it was a
scene-saving necessity. The offstage mumbling of upcoming
lines by actors waiting to go on was much like the subdued
sound of cicadasin the Spring —alow, ever-present hum.

Now it’ stwo days before opening night and time for thefirst
dressrehearsal. My first sceneisan embarrassment. | get my
first line out but the strangeness of the costumes and the inten-
gty of the lights distract me just as | notice that the swest is
running down Scott’s face. What's going on here? My next
line goes out of my head and | stand there, my brain com-

letely blank. After am agonizing moment Carrie bailsme out
y saying my line and the scene goeson. As| exit | dap my-

Mary Jo Schager

self in the head hard enough to make my hand sting and vow
never to blow ancther line. No matter what happens, | haveto
stay fully concentrated!

Frilday. Openilng Night. I'm no}vI as nerlvous ase||1 usually am,
mostly because | enjoy my part. My only apprehension con-
cerns the two numbers | m%ﬁ have to ddiver based on the
voting of the audience. Just to make things more difficult for
the performers, the author provides multiple endings depend-
ing on audience choices and we have to be prepared for any of
them with little or, in some cases, no notice. My luck holds
and | am not called upon to deliver either number.

Backstage, afterward, thereisan air of subdued elation after
our curtain calls. There were no obvious blunders during the
performance. The audience laughed in all the right places -
and some where we did not expect them to. They heartily
applauded the musical and dance numbers. And our curtain
callswere greeted with enthusiasm. What more could an actor
desire? And our reward isto do it again on Saturday night and
twice on Sunday, then repest it all the next weekend. Perhaps
by then I’'ll have those two numberswell in hand.

Clockwise from lower left: Eugenie Martin, Debbie
Beck, Barbara Parker, Jackie Fernandez, Connie
Lustig, Marilyn Atkins as Scott Kerstetter's hallucina-
tion in an opium den

Elizabeth Mialaret, Kevin Gates
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Todl our
Rooxavdt Idad
fnends.. Our
wamest wishesfor
the ssason and for a
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It Island’s new financial institution

Montauk
Credit
Union

Q: When is a bank a people’s bank?
A: When it’s a Credit Union

from Rooseve

Corporatlon -.

ﬁ;

Happy Holidays to all.

It’s been a pleasure sexving you!

. Solutions Hair Design

523 Main Street

688-0055

Tue-Thur 10:30-6 * Fri 10:30-7 * Sat 9-6
Book your holiday appointment in advance.

M&D Deli

Happy Holidays
A Happy & Healthy New Year

Free Delivery on Roosevelt Island
579 Main Street

838-3964




Best wishes for the Holidays
and a Happy New Year
from all of us at

“.o.* n “\.o.*

MANHATTAN PARK

ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND

and
Roosevelt Island Associates Inc.

The staff of HAPPY
':?% Roosevelt Island CI_IANUI<AH

ousing Management
. wishes you

223 Happy Holidays
and
| Best Wishes to
; ‘ All Our
A Joyous Holiday Season! Island Friends

. The Roosevelt
Happy, Healthy 4 [Island Jewish
New Year! Congregation
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20% OFF
HOLIDAY SALE

SUITS
FROM $99.80 to $299.80
Sizes from 36 to 60
Shorts, Regulars, Long and Portly

Hats & Caps by Stetson, Kangol and others
Winter outerwear and Wool Top Coats
by Members Only — Botany 500 — Oleg Cassini
Cotton Flannel and Wool Shirts
Regular and Winter Underwear by Jockey, B.V.D,
Duofold
Pajamas and Robes
Gold Toe and Burlington Sox
Leather Gloves
All Wool Sweaters

Raleigh Men’s Wear

32-06 Broadway, Astoria
Open 7 days, 9am-8pm

All major credit cards accepted
718-278-7521 / 718-728-5143

Season’ s Gredtingsto
Everyonefromdl of usa

MAIN
STREET
THEATRE

6 DANCE
ALLIANCE

Our next classesgart up aganin
early January
Cdl for information:
371-4449

0 0

[ [

DOMINICK
CALDERONI

ATTORNLEY AT LAW

ACCIDENTS ¢ DIVORCE « BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES ¢« OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

(718)

319—1400

KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCI, LLP
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After years of planning, a new supermarket

by Judith Berdy

After 20 years of scooting up and down the four aides of Sloan’s Market and taking no more than 15 minutes
to do my weekly shopping, | am confronted by the 20th Century.

A few daysback... After weeks of work the new Sloan’s, hereafter to be known as Gristede' sMega Store, is
about to open and | head off for an excursion. Even before entering the store, | am confused. Y ou used to walk
iﬂ th? door and go straight ahead or to the left. Now you can go right, left. ahead, up various aidesand all over
the place.

The storeis squeaky clean and well-lighted. That aloneisashock.

| head off to thefarthest point in any supermarket, where
themilk iskept. On theway | am confronted by showcases
of imported cheese being arranged by two young men. To
enhancethedisplay, they are stuffing raffiaaround the pack-
ages. Pates, herrings, speciaty foods and smoked fish are
adsointhisarea

Next to the cheeses are many feet of deli counter contain-
ing salads, cold cuts and meats that are cut-to-order.

My old friend and corporate manager Al Feraldi shows
methemest counter with pride. He hasbeen telling me this store will
beimproved...for alongtime. We passthe frozen Carvel cakes, aides
of cakes,candies and cookies.

Up and down theaideswecruise,
occasionally reminding the manager
that dl customers are not 6 feet tall
and the high shelving is unreach-
able to many of us.

Thereisasmall selection of wines
now, among all the beers, which in-
clude one caled “Rhino Chaser.”
Thewater variety hasimproved. We
now havewater imported from Aus-
tralia. Withall their droughts, maybe
we should send it back?

A young man is busy attaching
signsto the shelvesindicating “Low
Fat, No Sugar, Natural” to appropri-

ateitemsin the cookies and crackers aide.

Of course| read these signs and proceed to theice cream section, where Ben and Jerry
have established an acre of residency. Haagen Dazsisnow in the pint and bigger sizes.
Decadence by thegallon, | presume. Sant Amboise gelati |ooks tempting as do so many
new brands.

With all the paper towels on display we can unroll them
and Ci rcumnavicT;atethe isand afew dozen times, | decide.

| have amost finished with my visit to the new part of the
store and though it iscold in here, | intrepidly plough on to
the original section. There is not yet a plague attached to
tlgeg \évdl of the original area saying “Here Shopped Roosevelt Ilanders for 21 Years, 1976-

Fruitsand vegetables are vertically displayed in their new areain the middle of the store. The
shelving has little nozzles on top of the display. Occasionaly the staff brings them to life. A
water mist shower moistens the vegetables. The system has the sound of thunder and will soon
have lights—finally our own theater of the absurd amongst the lettuce.

Back in the coffee aide, there are 22 blends to
choose from in bean form and grind yoursaif.
Luckily, they also stock my favorite Nescafe Clas-
sic

Thereisal arger than ever selection of imported F
foods, kosher, German, Greek and Middle Eastern to choose from. Y ou can PERDOLUE
buy soy products and milk substitute beverages. JFHILKEN

I am happy to report that thereisavast selection of cat foodsto choosefrom, N

aswell asfeeding dishes. Now Speedy (my cat) :
can regject more types of Amore, Fancy Feast and
Sheba than ever.

In theeﬂga:kaged mesat and fish cases there is
even fresh Empire kosher poultry and alarge se-
lection of their frozen chicken and turkey. The
fish in the adjoining refrigerated cabinets tonight
even look fresh and tempting.

Tothefar end of the store, what used to beveg-
etables is now flowers, hardware, baby needs,
beauty aids. We note that this is the Idand re-
placement for Woolworth's. Theseaidesare ill
being stocked, so | decidedtoinvestigatethisarea
at alater date.

The front of the store has scanners at the four
checkout aides. They are not in use yet and our
old friend Lucy the cashier istrying to get used to
the new system. Now, the conveyer belts work on the checkout stands. Miracles! You can
watch your bill add up on the computer screen astheitemsare scanned.| am stunned to find that
it has cost me $52.16 to pick up afew impulse items this evening.

It is fun to have our own food store that is considered average in any other city. We have waited and suffered with
mediocrity along time. Hopefully John Catsimatidis, the owner, and Victor, our store manager, and al the employees will
maintain thishigh caliber of shopping. If you can believeit,
it is now tempting to go to the supgrmgrket on Roosevelt
Idand.

Therearelotsof things
that need to be finished
in the store and a lot of
residentswho need to be
tempted back to shop
here. Weal know that
fair prices, an efficient
staff and good servicein
aclean storewill dothis.
When | asked neighbors
what they thought of the
new store the response
wasuniversally positive.
The universal concern
wasthat the store would
still have Manhattan
prices and be
unaffordable to many
families here. | have
been told numerous
timesthat this store will have Queens pricing and will offer
better dedlsthaninthepast. Wewill holdyoutothat pledge.

In the meantime, stop by and enjoy the experience.

Welcome to Gristede' s and this new way of shopping.
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CHINA 1 g+
B ., KITCHEN __

v ..r.__.. Chinese Health
Delicious Food
— Order to Take Out i
Szechuan, Cantonese & J'ﬁ:‘
il e Mandarin Cuisine -
609 Main St.

l'i

BZ 588-0806 /0663 3;

ROBERT MICHELS

PERSONAL FITNESS
TRAINER

755-7322 or (917) 284-9171
ACSM & ACE Certified, Insured
13 Years Experience
Island Resident

Remember, the holidays {eating season)
are fast approaching—this is the time to get
a jump on next year's resolution!

A healthy and
happy holiday
season to all
Roosevelt Island

residents

Lawrence M. Itskowitch, D.D.S.

Quality Dentistry for Adults & Children
On Roosevelt Island
501 Main Street * (212) 752-8722/23

RINVA
ITALIAN
RESTAURANT

AFami[y Ownted &
Operated Restaurant
SINCE 1976

Serving Generous Portions
Of Homestyle North Italian

Cuisine At Rcasonaﬁ Prices

! 23-34 30 Ave Astoria, N.Y.
1 This Ad _} (718} 278-6381 (718) 278-9048

Happy Holi(lays

to our frien(ls on
Roosevelt Islan(l

E Gerald Sweder D.D.S.
; Orthodontics

501 Main Street
752-8722

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

Douglas Waite, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street ® Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9a.m.-2p.m.
Tuesday * 12noon-4p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ® 1 p.m.-5p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed, by Dr. Grimm or by her group,
Uptown Pediatrics. We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Moving? Call...

Steinway Moving & Storage

Just 5 minutes from Main Street
Local * Long Distance * Overseas * Packing ¢ Storage

718 278-9090

Sales and Service License #730671

CHRIS TV

21-16 36th Avenue
Long Island City, NY 11106
TV e Stereo ® VCR ¢ Solid State ® Components

Free estimate

on carry-in 718 392-7444

Mon.-Sat. 9-7

Since 1926

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to Roosevelt
Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#365)
Al drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

Licensed

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
Hourly rate available HOME SPECIAL
Flat faes from 12 Save $7 from JFK

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express




Classified
751-8214

AFTER SCHOOL CARE daily or when needed by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island. Snacks, play, homework supervision. Evenings, weekend sitting also.
Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

TUTORING in mathematics and physics; all levels by university professor. American
curriculum taught in English, programme Francais enseigne en Francais. 371-6510

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY Island resident Diana Birill.
available. (212) 759-9042

WORD PROCESSING & EDITING SERVICES; Manuscripts, curricula vitae &
resumes, theses & term papers, business correspondence, etc. Call Jacqueline at
(212) 909-6368

EXPERT PAINTER, Island references, 751-8214

FOR SALE: Three-wheel battery-powered scooter for disabled, in good condition.
Call (212) 980-8566.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING. Prompt service. 718-358-8882. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theatre classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

CLOSET SPECIALIST - Designs, Accessories, Installations. Double your closet
space. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214

@@Q@%ﬁ@@@%ﬁ%@%@
Roosevelt

Island
Cleaners

Gift certificate

R
=
=
=
=

Best Wishes For a Joyous
Holiday Season

371 Main St. 758 - 1778

NANTRANIRNERRENR
Jack Resnick, M .D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

il S S S Sl S SR o o o s

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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COMMUNITY NEWS In our Sept. 6th
issue we introduced you to 10-year-old Bran-
don Steuber, the 1997 Nationd Karate Cham-
pion. Brandon, accompanied by his father,
went to Hawaii on Nov 26th to competein the
USA Karate Junior Olympics. Brandon re-
turned hometo Roosevelt Idand asthe Bronze
medalist. Congratulations on your achieve-
ment, for being amodel for al athletes young
and old and representing Roosevelt |dand.

Brandon and his family would like to ex-
presstheir gratitude and sincere thanksfor the
generous support of the RI community, espe-
cialy the administration and faculty of PSY/IS
217,todl of thesanitation menin QueensWest
One garage and Juli€’ s Back Page Bar.

SOCCER Outlined against bl ue-grgy No-
vember skies the playoffs began and then
ended for some teams in the high drama of a
tieat the end of regulation time, with the deci-
sivefinish to be concluded by a shootout.

In dramatic fashion haf of the first round
playoff gameswere determined by thetense 1
on 1 confrontation between kicker and godlie.
Two out of the three shootouts had to go into
an anxious second round before the winners
emerged. In the Senior division two surprise
upsets knocked out the higher-ranked teams,
while in the Junior and Minor divisions both
1st and 2nd place teams advanced to their re-
spective championship games.

The championship games were highlighted
by some spectacular individua efforts. In the
Senior Division, ChrisPalac scored al 3goas

Jay Levine

SPORTSWIRE

Neal Steuber
At the USA Karate Junior Olympics in
Honolulu, Julius Thiry, PhD, President,
USA National Karate-do Federation,
congratulates Brandon Steuber on his
Bronze medal.

for the Y ellow/Black team in their 3-O win. In the Junior Division, Sadiq Abubakar got 3 of his
teamsgoal sin Green/Blue’ s shootout victory and inthe Minors Division, Elliot Levine netted 4
of histeam’ s5 goalsand Steven L etavish recorded hisfourth consecutive shutout asthe Y ellow
team finished the season as the league’ s only unbeaten team.

Congratulations and thanksto all of the players, coaches and refereesfor your hard work and
dedication this season.

Senior Division
Payoffs Round 1
#3) Y ellow/Black def (#2) Silver 2-1
4-3 shoot out)
£#4) Red/Blue def (#1) Blue 2-1
2-0 shoot out)
Championship game Y ellow/Black def Red/Blue 3-0
Junior Division Minor Division
Playoffs Round 1 _ Playoffs Round 1
g#zg Green/Blue def (#3) Purple/White 2-0 #1)Y ellow def (#4) Green 4-0
#1) Red/White def (#4) Blue/White 4-0 g#zg Red def (#38 Blue 3-2

Championship game Green/Blue (2-1 shoot out)
def Red/'White 4-3 Championship game Y ellow
(1-0 shoot out) def Red 5-0

If you have sports-related news, announcements, questions or comments please call me at
688-3358 or E-mail me at wiresports@aol.com, so it can be included in future issues of The
Main Sreet WIRE. Photos of Idland sports events (with caption information) are aso welcome
(leavefor Jay Levine at the Westview door station, 625 Main Street).

Giive yourself a ift
Holiday

Shopping
Service

Gift-wwrapped &
delivered to your door.
Let me do yowur leguwork.

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
Personal Shopper

531 Main Street

7918214



Hedth & Hogaitas
Corporation full page
cangareagy, al .




