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Town Meeting Asks Ouster of Blue at RIOC,
Calls for Transit Solutions at Tram & Subway

RIRA rallied the community
Wednesday night in a sometimes
boisterous Town Meeting that de-
manded transit solutions and an end
to the RIOC administration of
Jerome Blue. Well over 400 resi-
dents crammed the sanctuary of the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, ap-

every suggestion that heberemoved
from hisposition, and voicing agen-
eral insstence on a prompt restora-
tion of Tramway service.

The tone of the Residents Asso-
ciation meeting ranged from the fer-
vor of apentecostd tent show todull,
but therewasnever adoubt about the
sentiment of the crowd: Not one

plauding condemnationsof Blueand

Website NYC10044

Elliot Isaac, on duty when his Tramway cabin was struck by the
boom of a construction crane over the East River on January 27,
simulates the moment just after the collision. His left hand, turned
to a 45 degree angle, represents the Tramway cabin swinging back
and upward after being struck. He has been praised by passengers
who were aboard at the time of the accident for his cool handling
of the situation.

Elliot Isaac: His own words

The cabin went
up like the Titanic...

“Before this happened, we had to stop the Tram many times because,
athough the crane had limit switches[to prevent it from hitting the Tram], a
number of times they didn’t have the limit switches on. Time and time
again these guys moved the crane without informing us. We had to stop the
cabin many times [because they were too close or in the way].

“We had three radios: one in the Manhattan token booth, one with the
mechanics, and one with the supervisors. The cabin attendants didn’t have
that frequency. They didn't cdl [before the accident].

“We got hit, before we reached tower #2, from the blind side and the
cabinwent up likethe Titanic, straight up, and everybody fell straight tothe
seats, tothefront, on oneanother. It went
all the way up. A mechanic saw it from
tower three. They said they had never seen
the cabin go up that far before. Thecrane
hit so hard the car just went straight up
and down, so quickly.

“I said, ' Thedamncrane!’” | knew what
it wasright away. | wasreally angry.

“We had a few passengers who were
cut up pretty bad.

“Once the cabin went up just like a
swing, it swung acoupleof times. Welet
them [the supervisor and cabin #2] know
that the crane hit us. My supervisor, Armando, hit the dow button. | really
didn’t have a chance to hit the dow button myself — I was holding on — but
as he dowed it down it got more stable for us.

“Once it dowed down, it got stable. We moved dowly to pick up the
mechanics, Ron Perez and Bob Kelly, on tower 3. If they had been ontower
2 they would have beeninjured. | let the ladder down, and let them through
the hatch, and they came down and assisted me with the passengers. They
hel ped everybody on the floor. Ron put a headband around one of the pas-
sengers.  Some passengers were back up on their feet, but | told them, if
you're on thefloor, just stay there. They were in shock, some of them, and
shouldn’t move.

“As soon aswe got to Manhattan | went to the booth and asked the booth
attendant if he had heard from the crane on the radio, and he hadn’t heard
any_tfhing. So as soon as | did that, | knew they were careless and didn't
notify us.

“Afterward, | was really mad because it al could have been avoided if
there had been a Console Operator in the booth.

“These people... | think of all of them as my neighbors. Wherel live, |
leave for work at 4:00 am. | never see my own neighbors. | think of these
people on Roosevelt Idand as my neighbors.”

Elliot Isaac was the
Tramway employee
aboard when Cabin #1
was hit last week by a
construction crane. He
provided this account
of the incident in a
conversation with The
Main Street WIRE.

wordwas spokenin defense of Blue.
Not one utterance suggested the Is-
land can do without the Tramway.

“Jarry Blue did not drive the crane
lest Tuesday, but hedid steer
the Tram onto an eventua
mon Council member Judith
Berdy in one of the early
speeches of the meeting.
Likeother speskers, shewas
interrupted by frequent ap-
plause.

As others did through-
out theevening, Berdy was
speaking of Blue's re-
moval of Console Opera-
tors from the Tramway in
an attempt to save money.
According to RIRA Presi-
dent Patrick Stewart, Blue
has admitted no actual economies
were achieved by the move, and
Stewart describes Blue as “grossly
negligent” ineliminating the Console
Operator position, which RIRA con-
siders necessary for safe operation.
Tramway workers (seerelated story,
thispage) and others have contended
that a Console Operator would have
seen last week’s accident about to
happen, and would have been able
to prevent it.

“The information Jerry Blue puts
out isinaccurateand incompleteand
useless,” Berdy said, calling the
RIOC President “thegreat non-com-
municator.” “His public meetings
are a sham,” she charged, “to meet
the letter of the law and say a meet-
ing was held.

“We are now here to unite our
community, tofight for our Tram, to
bring back our community spirit, be
Eroud of wherewelive. Wewill be

erelong after Mr. Blue, soit’stime
to say goodbyeto Mr. Blue, and it’'s
timetotakeback our Idand, and have
it run by our elected officialsand our
community —and not by hacks.”

In opening the meeting, RIRA
President Patrick Stewart expressed
anger that Blue had taken aweek to
respond to thetransit crisiscreated —
for thedisabled, elderly, and children

uditr

who attend school off-Idand — by
failing to provide the alternative bus
service that has always been put on
immediately in past Tramway shut-
downs. Stewart aso ac-
cused Blue of duplicity
inasking for Iand Pub-
lic Purpose Funds, re-
served for use by Idland
organizations for socid
purposes, to fund emer-
gency buses despite the
fact that Albany had a-
ready authorized the nec-
essary funding.

The chair of RIRA’s
Tram Committee, Al
Weinstein, spoke with
evenmorethanhisusua
fervor in condemning
Blue and in speaking for
restoration of console
operators. He brought an empty
chair to the microphone, dammed it
down, and said: “My wife knows
that | always try to speak in diplo-
maticlanguage,” hesad, “ but tonight
| haveto put that aside... This chair
isthe chair of the missing Dr. Blue.
Tonight representsaspecial timefor
thefuture of Roosevelt Idand. Now
isthetime, thisisthe place, to move
ahead to-
ward a
more Vi-
brant
commu-
nity. To-
nightisthe
time that
wearego-
ing to take
our shack-
les off,
and be-
come the
masters of
our own
destiny
here on
thisldand.
The Tram
has always represented our quality
of life, our lifdine... it is our Statue
of Liberty, our George Washington
Bridge, rolled into one. Itisasym-

Beray

Al Weinstein with
Jerome Blue’'s empty
chair

bol of the Idand's spirit and atruly
indispensable part of daily life.

“Dr. Blueor not,” Weinstein con-
tinued, “we are on a projectory that
isunstoppable: theforce of Roosevelt
Island public opinion that will bring
back the operation of the Tram and
the safety net of the Tram, the con-
sole operators.”

RIRA used the meeting as an op-
portunity to pass the hat, asking for
fundsto cover possiblelegal costsas
it pursues various actions against
RIOC and the State. RIRA Council
member Joan Christianson an-
nounced a “T' Amato to D’ Amato”
campaign in an effort to enlist New
Y ork State’ sU.S. Senator inremoval
of Blue, who is widely believed to
be a D’ Amato lackey, apgoi nted to
the Presidency of RIOC by Gover-
nor George Pataki at D' Amato’ sbe-
hest. (See RIRA |etter, page 3.)

See Town Meeting, page 7

Mayor Nominates
Stewart, Whitaker

Mayor Rudy Giuliani is sending
two Roosevelt Idand names to the
Governor asnomineesfor theBoard
of RIOC: Patrick Stewart, President
of RIRA, and Susan Whitaker,
Chair of the Roosevdt Idand Coun-
cil of Organizations. That newswas
brought to Wednesday night’sTown
Meeting by Lou Carbonetti, a resi-
dent who isalongtime friend of the
Mayor.

Presuming both become RIOC
Board members, theldand will have
four resident members on the nine-
member Board. The othersare Ron
Vassand David Kraut. Their terms
have expired, however.

As one questioner, Joyce
Mincheff, pointed out at Wednesday
night's meeting, if the DHCR Com-
missioner or hisrepresentativevotes
with 1dand members of the RIOC
Board, a5-4 votecan beusedtorein
inBlue, or perhapscall for hisouster.

Website NYC10044

Well over 400 attended this week’s standing-room-only Town Meeting. Many others were turned
away by Public Safety officers for safety reasons. Applause was frequent and sustained.
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. Pages of Opinion

Jefferson and |

With the very changeable weather, I've been
confined to the apartment more than I like to
be, so I've been reading even more than usual,
including a bit of political history. I finally have
decided that, although raised by a GOP grand-
father, most of the time my reactions would
label me a follower of Thomas Jefferson, who
championed social responsibility and mis-
trusted taking too much power away from indi-
viduals and their communities. Or maybe it’s
just that recent events here have convinced me Jefferson was
right.

A Time to Rise Up

As this is being written, the Island is preparing to attend a
Town Meeting. Indications are that it will be well attended; a
number of people have assured me that they will be there, per-
haps spurred by The WIRE’s special edition.

Now is the time for those of you who have been sitting things
out to get off your seats and rise up in protest with those of us
who have been carrying the fight for so long.

Worst Regards

That Jerome Blue, president of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation (RIOC), did not immediately pro-
vide alternate transportation after the Tram was struck
by the crane boom last week once again indicates how
little regard he holds for us. Especially for our chil-
dren, disabled and seniors. And if he couldn’t rea-
son that out for himself, there is lots of history
available here to tell him how such emergencies
were handled in the past by capable adminis-
trators.

One of the problems that Blue perhaps
faced in making such a no-brainer deci-
sion might have been caused by him.
Remember all those firings of vet-
eran personnel? Ifthere is no one

around to ask for advice, the buck
stops pretty quickly.

A Course

of Action

What actions might be
taken during RIRA’s Town
Meeting will be covered in
our news columns this is-
sue. The RIRA goals were
listed in our “extra” Tuesday. It is a list that we all deserve,
not as residents of the Island, but as taxpayers of New York
City and State.
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If you're wondering what you,
personally, might do to further the
gods RIRA set forth in Wednesday
night’s Town Mesting...

The Governor’ stelephone number
is (212) 681-4580. Call and say
you've had it with mismanagement
of Roosevetidandby Al D’ Amato's
camp follower, Jerome Blue. Ask
that your message be passed on to
the relevant aide to George Pataki.

Or call the office of Senator Al
himsdf: (212) 947-7390. Tell the
message-taker that you know Blue
is posted here as a parking spot for
someonewho knowstoo much about
Al, and too little about how to run
this place — and you want him out.

And while you're talking to the
Governor’s office, tell them you
want Island residents to elect the
membersof the RIOC Board... al of
them. Remind themthisisademoc-
racy.
Finally, make a contribution to
The RIRA Action Fund, PO Box
335, Roosevelt Idand, NY 10044,
becauseit’ sclear somecostly action
lies ahead.

Greasonl! th didn't you
think of this:
construction company to
show us the way fo shut
this thing down? What
do I pay you for?
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__TotheEditor:- o
It has been our |ntent|on from the
very beginning to provide the good
people of Roosevet Iland with the
very best megastore possble. We
wanted a store which would provide
most of the needs for all the Idand-
ers.

We have invested a great dedl of
time, effort and considerable expense
tobring the storeto alevel whichthe
idand deserves. We sincerely fed
we have created aquality supermar-

ket, with first class products and
fair pricing.

We may not be the least ex-
pensive on every item, but
when our sale items are
compared to competitor
sale items or regular
prices, and comparable
products are matched and
compared fairly, we are most
compstitive.
The artlcle “Comparison
etf per” by NinaLublinwas
skewed to reflect unfavorably on
our store.
Thereisnot a$77 vs $60 differencein
themarket basket of theitemsthat were com-
pared. For example, your reporter put a price of
$5.99 for Holland Red Peppers which are imported
vsthe ordinary red peppersin the Trade Fair and As-
sociated. The common red peppers we also carry in
our store at competitive prices.

| am not going to apologizefor carryingfirst classprod-
ucts.

The other uncharacteristic items compared were for ex-
ample, a6 roll pack of Scott tissueto a6 roll pack of Marcal.

The quality between these two productsis miles apart and of
course is reflected in the retail price. On some of the other
items like detergent, they had Wisk on sale and we had All or

Tide on sdle. Your reporter unfairly picked out my retail price

againgt their sdle price.

In our meat department, we carry certified Angus beef and Per-
due Chickens, and all | ask you to do istaste the difference. Again,
I will not apologize for carrying premium class products.

However, that which made me most angry wasthefact therewill
always be a fluctuation of a dime (higher or lower) in the market
place. The way your paper presented it, with the market basket
being $77 vs. $60, is completely mideading to the consumer who

reads the bottom line. The bottom line difference in your article
was derived unfairly and inaccurately.

John Catsimatidis

Chairman & CEO

[Editor’snote; Scottand Marcal items, and

others where brands were not comparable,

were not included in thetotals shown. The

shopping list used was created in advance

without Information on what specials were
We need a on offer at the stores surveyed. |

Dear Councilmember Miller:

Thisisinr nse to the June 30 letter
sent by Assemblymember Grannis and you
regarding MetroCard free transfers for cer-
tain trips made to and from Roosevelt Idand.

Asyour letter stated, the MetroCard auto-
fare collection system is technologi-
cally capableof handling rail-to-rail transfers.

Whilerail-to-rail transfersimprove customer

convenience, they also offer additional oppor-
tunities for customers to make free roundtrips

sothereisconcern over revenueloss. Weareworking

on ways to minimize the potential for fare abuse before

introducing alimited number of rail-to-rail transfers. Al-

though 63 Street line customers already have accessto all

East side buses, we will take your suggestion of a walking

transfer from Lexington Avenue-63¢ Street to 59" Street-Lexington Av-
enue under advisement.

Extending free transfers to Roosevelt Iand Tram customers poses both
policy and operational issues. MetroCard equipment would have to be pro-
cured for and installed on the Tram before i1t could be included in the free
transfer program. Additionally, the revenue implications of including the
tram in the free transfer program would have to be quantified and aplan for
dealing with the revenue shortfal would have to be developed. Any deci-
sion to include the Roosevelt Idand tram in the MetroCard program would
have to be approved by the MTA Board as well.

Thank you for bringing these suggestions to our attention. If | may be of
further assistance on this or any other trandit-related matter, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Lawrence G. Reuter
Presdent, MTA

TotheEditor:

| am surprised that, in The Main
Sreet Wireissue of January 24, my
name was utilized in a letter to the
editor without the publication at-
tempting to contact mefor aresponse
or an explanation. To clarify, here
isasummary of thesituationthat the
letter referred to.

| was accused of neglecting m
child medically by Roosevelt
Idand’'s PS217, after | had discon-
tinued the daily dosage of a certain
medication intended asa sedative. |
did so upon reading studiesthat sug-
gest that this substance might inhibit
physical growth in some children.

This letter continues on page 7
More Letters on pages 3 &7

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the
Editor, to the community, and to offi-
cials, and will consider publication
Name Withheld basis, but the writer's
name, address, and telephone num-
ber must be provided. Preferred
methods of submission: IBM-com-
patible 3.5” floppy disk (any word-
processing software) left at 531 Main
Street for The WIRE; by ASCII text
email (72260.20@ compuserve.com); or
typed, double-spaced copy left at 531
Main Street or faxed to (212)
755-2540. Clearly handwritten let-
ters will be considered. All letters
are subject to editing for length
and clarity.




More Letters . ..

Sen. Alphonse D’ Amato
370 7" Avenue

New York, NY 10001
Dear Senator D’ Amato:

Y our longtime political associate,
Jerome Blug, isan incompetent who
isdestroying Roosevet Idand. HE's
been at it for too long, and it hasto
stop.

We know heisin his position, as
President of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation, becauseyou
have caused his appointment to be
made. We want him out. Now.

Blue’'s 20 months have been
marked by mismanagement, disre-
gard for the community and itsresi-
dents, a neglect and ?radual degra-
dation of thephysical facilitiesof the
Idand, and atotal unwillingness to
work with residents and the resi-
dents elected representatives(inthe
Resdents Association and inthe City
Council, the State Assembly, and the
U.S. House of Representatives).

Last week’ sTramway accident, in
which a dozen people were injured,
isonly the most recent example—an
?c”ci dent

u re-
vmt)febrl)eif
Blue had
listened to
the advice
and plead-
ing of
Roosevelt
Island
residents
who know
the facts.
We are
fortunate
people did
not die,
and no children were on board.

Asyour congtituents, we need your
help. We need you to stop excusing

ourself from this matter by claim-
ing “it'sastate affair.” 1f you must
Erovide aplace for Blue, please put

im somewhereelse—whereit won't
be possible for him to affect ad-
versely the lives of citizens of the
State of New York. Please help us
restore our community to the won-
derful place it was before Blue ar-
rived and began behaving like apetty
dictator.

As voters and taxpayers, we are
entitled to competent and effective

Joan Christianson
and a “T’Amato for
D’Amato”

local government. We hold you re-
sponsible for the fiasco Jerome
Blue' smanagement of Roosevelt Is-
land represents.

Weask that you act swiftly towork
with the Governor to correct thissitu-
aion. Wewill wait only ashort time
before moving to escalate our at-
tempts to draw additional media at-
tention to this matter.

These tomatoes are a gift from the
peopleof Roosevdtldand. Wearede-
livering them to you in the hope that
you and Governor Pataki will be able
to makeasdad and edt it in peace and
harmony. We hope you and the Gov-
ernor will use these tomatoes for the
purpose God intended, but please un-
dergtand that —in the age-old tradition
of throwing fruit and vegetablesat those
who perform poorly —those hundreds
of protesters last night wanted very
much to throw them a Jerome Blue,
the Governor, and yo#(.)pés this ﬁl&—
tion year goeson, we wewill not
havereasontothrow theseat you, sym-
balicaly, acrossthe Stateof New Y ork.

[For] the angry, concerned and
}‘ru(sjtrated residents of Roosevelt Is-

an )
Patrick Stewart
President, RIRA

TotheEditor:

After last week’ saccident involv-
ing the Roosevelt Idand Tram, The
New York Timesranan articleclaim-
ingthat perhapsthe“quaint...littlered
cars’ aredispensable. | wholeheart-
edly disagree, and | know that
Roosevelt 1dand’s residents share
my sentiments.

Even though a subway runsto the
island, half of the 6,000 Roosevelt
Islandersaday who use publictrans-
portation take the tram. Why isthe
number of tramriderssohigh? Sim-
ply because many people feel safer
traveling abovethecity inthe Tram,
rather than underneath the streetsin
thedark subway. For the senior and
disabled residents and schoolchil-
dren, thetramisthe easiest and most
secure transportation option. These
reasonsaonevalidatethetram’ssig-
nificance as an essentia lifeline for
Roosevelt Idand.

Thequick repair of thetram should
be the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation’s(RIOC) top priority, as
well as determining why this acci-

dent happened. |, alongwith Assem-
blyman Pete Grannis and Council-
man Gifford Miller, have written to
the National Transportation Safety
Board to investigate the accident. It
is essentia that we understand wh
thisaccident happened sothat wewill
be able to prevent further catastro-
phesfrom occurring. Eleven people
were injured in this accident—that
is eleven people too many.

Carolyn B. Maloney

Member of Congress

Dear Dr. Blue
Thearticlein TheNew York Times
on Sunday, February 1, “Damaged
Roosevelt ISand Tram to Be Out of
Service' Indefinitely,”” raisesanum-
ber of serious questions concerning
transportation optionsfor Idand resi-
dents as well as questions about the
impact of this unfortunate incident
on RIOC'sbudget. We request that
you provide us with an immediate
response to the following questions:
With the Tram still out of service,
what planshaveyou madeto accom-
modate the thousands of seniors,
school children, disabled residents
and otherswho rely on this service?
Do you have any contingency
plans for transporting these riders if
this or another tram outage extends
beyond the planned February 22 tart
of track work onthe B andthe Q sub-
way lines?
How muchwill it cost torepair the
damage caused by this accident?
Other than outlays for immediate
irs, do you anticipate other costs
ated to the accident? If so, would
you please itemize them for us?
Sincethe Governor cut off support
for RIOCinlast year's State Budget
and has done so again in hisjust re-
leased proposed budget for FY 1998-
99, wherewill themoney comefrom
for repairing the Tram and covering
other costs related to the accident?
Thank you for your immediate at-
tention to this request. If we can be
of help with getting the Tram back
in service promptly, please do not
hesitate to contact us.
Carolyn B. Maloney
Member of Congress
Alexander B. Grannis
Member of Assembly
A. Gifford Miller
Member of Council
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Patrick Stewart

Deterioration of Blackwell House is evident in this
photo of its roof with a straight line superimposed.
The building is the oldest still standing on Roosevelt
Island, and one of the oldest in New York City.
Although there is litigation to evict a tenant, the RIOC
still has the obligation to maintain the property,
according to attorney James Kaufman, an Island
resident. Michael Greason of RIOC has responded ‘“M 3

that work must await conclusion of legal action.

o i)
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Public Safety Blotter

Jan. 13 — Various charges, 300 Main Street. An
Island resident, Jay Levine, was taken into custody

washers. Of

ing that two tpeoplewere breaking open coin boxesin
cers responded and allegedly found one

when he allegedly refused to pay areturn-trip fare on
the Tram after escorting a visitor to the Manhattan
station. When PSD officers tried to arrest him, he
reportedly resisted. He was charged with theft of ser-
vices, resisting arrest, criminal mischief and disorderly
conduct.

January 21 —Criminal Mischief, 560 Main Street.
A PSD officer discovered that three dryers on the 3¢
floor laundry room had been broken into. The area
was searched with negative results.

Januarty 25—Criminal Mischief, 560 Main Street.
A PSD officer passing by at 3:26 a.m. spotted ashadow
going by a window in a laundry room and investi-
gated. He found that four coin slots in the washers
were loose enough to be removed.

January 26 — Various charges, 546 Main Street.
A RIHM maintenance worker phoned the PSD report-

man with a hand in awasher trying to retrieve coins
and dropping several quarters. Another intruder was
also placed under arrest. They were searched and $66
in quarters as retrieved from the first male; $26.50
from the second male, as well as a knife. They were
charged with criminal mischief, possession of stolen
property, petty larceny, etc. Perpetrator #2 was also
charged with possession of a knife. The pair were
identified as Barrish Bromidge, 22, and Emanuel Wil-
son, 17, both of 560 Main Street.

February 1 — 510 Main Street. A deliverer for a
local restaurant reported that after making a delivery
he got into an elevator that held another passenger.
The latter allegedly asked him how much money he
had. When he said none, the man searched the victim
and took $20 from his pocket. PSD officers conducted
a search for the perpetrator without success.

Fax or phone event information to
317-8523. Please provide a phone
number for follow-up.

While we were at our Town Meeting Wednesday night, my wife, Karen,
wasin acab in Chicago, on her way to a convention dinner with three busi-
nessmen shehad just beenintroduced to. They wererespectively from Palm
Beach, Atlanta and San Diego. Someone asked where she was from, and
she gave her standard “little island in the East River” speech. Two of the
men, simultaneously, said “ Oh, Roseately Idand,” and one of them went on
to ask, “wasn't there an accident on that

cable car thing last week?’
If they know about usin Florida and

RmA Georgia, why can’'t weget anyonein Al-

. s bany to pay the least attention?

PT‘BSldent S | was so very proud of all of you

Wednesday night. So humbled by the

capacity for endless devoted hard work

Cblumn by the members of the Common Coun-

cil, so grateful for our elected represen-

tatives, Gifford Miller, Pete Grannis, and

Carolyn Maoney, each of whom has worked so tirelesdy in behalf of our
smal community. So reassured by the cali-
ber of both Joe Lynch and Otis Jones, whose
professiondism aspublic servantsisso grest.

George Pataki and Jerry Blue have deter-

mined that as residentsin their special com-
munity, we are not entitled to democracy.
Jerry Blue, in his arrogance, has shown us
again and again that he will not be satisfied
withany titlelessthan King, ableto rulewith
arbitrary, absolute authority.

Thistin-pot tyrant isincapable, scemingly,
of understanding that in his role here he has
not been placed on the throne he so craves,
but has been instead officialy designated a
trusted public servant for the public benefit
of the residents of this community. That is,
infact, thelitera definition of hisofficia role,
andin it he hasfailed absolutely.

We have been able to corroborate that Blue was aware of the emergency
funds designated by the Stateto provide aternative bustransportation while
the Tram was down before he made the request to hisBoard membersto use
the residents’ Public Purpose Funds for that purpose. Histiny vans are a
further insult hurled at the community. Hisrefusal to communicate with the
representatives of the community on any of the pressing issues of our trans-
portation crisisisan entire abrogation of hisresponsibility. Hislayoff of the
Tram workersis mean-spirited at best.

There were more than a dozen representatives of the New Y ork press at
our Town Mesting, and that will, no doubt, bring further aid to our cause. It
is amazing to me that we must go to such lengths before Governor Pataki
will acknowledge even our existence, let alone our very real plight at the
hands of his personal appointee.

| deeply believe that democracy will win out on Roosevelt Idand eventu-
aly, thanksto al your efforts.

| want to make special mention of, and express my deep persona grati-
tude to, Al Weinstein, without whose tireless and passionate advocacy of
Tram safety and Tram availability to the community, we would most likely
at this point be without a Tram at all. We al are indebted to him far more
than we know.

COMING UP
J N
Compiled by Claire Friedland « 317-8523

Sun., Feb 8, Health Club Open House, 12-4 p.m., Westview Hedth
Club, 625 Main Street. Fitness demonstrations, free food and drinks.

Mon., Feb. 9, Roosevelt | dland T oastmaster s Mid-Season Open House
Meeting, 8:00 p.m. For information call 935-3017.

Thur., Feb. 12, 10:00 am. RIOC Board M eeting, Chapel of the Good
Shepherd. Individuals wishing to address the Board meeting must register
in advance at 832-4540.

Thur., Feb. 12, Windows on Welfar e photographic exhibit. Photos by
Dannielle B. Hayes of Welfare
(Roosevdlt) Idand in 1968. Opening
reception, 6-8 p.m. Cultural Center.

Exhibit continues through March 15.

Sun., Feb. 15, Roosevet Idand Art
Association regular meeting. Art Stu-
gizol, égtggﬂoor, 546 Main Street. Live model sessions now being planned.

Sun., Feb. 15, Dining-Out Group of Roosevelt | dand tripto Greenfields,
Corona, Queens. Tojoin, or for information, call Harry Small at 583-0064.

Fri.-Sat., Feb. 20-21, next scheduled issue of The Main Street WIRE.
Deadlines. Advertising in the paper, Fri., Feb. 13; in The Bag (stuffers),
Mon., Feb. 16. Futureissues March 6, 20, April 3, 17, and generaly every
two weeks. Phoneffax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for
g(i\éegés ng inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax for events,

Mon., Feb. 23, Roosevet Idand Toastmaster sMid-Season Open House
Meeting, 8:00 p.m. For information call 935-3017.

Wed., Mar. 4, meeting of the Common Council of the Roosevelt Iland

Residents Association, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Public
invited, and invited to make comments during the public session at the be-
ginning of the meeting. For information, 317-3223.

At the Senior Center
Every week:

Stay Well (Exercise), Mondays 10-11 am., Wednesdays 9:30-10 am.
Bingo, Tuesdays 1:30 p.m.
English Classes, Mon. 12-1 p.m., Wed. 9:30-10, Fri, 10-11 am.
Arts& Crafts, Mon. 12:45-2:30 p.m.

Scheduled activities & events:
Tuesdays, 10-12 am. & 1-3 p.m., Tax help
Thur., Feb. 12, 10:30 am., Personal Safety L ecture, 114th Precinct
Fri., Feb. 13, 8:00 p.m., Valentine & Birthday Party
Tue., Feb. 17, 10:30 am., Personal Emer gency Reponse System
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TI NA, SARTISTIC HAIR SALON

with over 15 years of professional service to clients around the
world, cordially invitesyou to her posh 59th Street location where
you will experience talented stylists working togetherfor your
personal care.

Special Combination Offer
Personal consultation Skin Analysis
Aveda Shampoo Massage Color Consultation
Aveda Deep Conditoning Treatment European Facid
Individual Hair Design or Cut Make-up Application
30% Off Chemical Work Manicure or Pedicure
highlights, lowlights; pefms, tints, straightening Eyebrow Wax
15 Min. Back & Neck Massage Lip Wax

Over $300 value for $75

By appointment only
East 59th Street between 2nd & 3rd

759-1999 / 308-3549

“A mirthful, melodic, touching musical. IT'S A TREAT!”
-The New York Times

“A witty overview of contemporary Jewish
life. This musical is for everyone.”
-Newsday
S “A charming evening with the

same kind of love that went into

grandma’s stuffed cabbage.”
-Theater\Week

“A cheerful and exuberant revue.”

-New York Post
STARRING: Leslie Lorusso, Peter Jorgensen,
. Geni Smul, Topher Goodman, Kevin Merrigt

Theater East 2:i:c6oms vet 20830
Box Office(212) 838-9090 « Fri 8pm * Sat 2& 8pm * Sun 2pm ¢ All seets$25

Bring this WIRE ad for $5 discount
Golda - Wed. matinee at 2 PM

Season of Love,
Season of Caring

Valentine’s Day presents an opportunity to pay special
tribute to those to whom we give our warmest affections,
but it’s more than a season of love... It’s also a season of
caring. And our Island is one of the most caring
communities in the world. This is the place where every
third person says hello on the street. It’s the place where
you wave, across the restaurant, to every third person
who walks in the door.

At Trellis, we're proud of our part in that feeling of
community and closeness. For the friendliest small town
in the toughest big city in the world, we’re the community
gathering place at the center of it all.

You supply the love and caring.
We'll supply the food.

And on Valentine’s Day,
the music, too.

JAZZ

for Valentine’s Day
Saturday, February 14
See you at Trellis

On Main Street next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Free 152-1517 delivery

OBER MICHELS

55-7322 917) 84-917
ACSL & aCE [Certiiied, [Insured
13 Years Experience
Island Resident

FREE consultation a4 workout

We deliver

The Capri

Italian Pizzeria & Restaurant
Main Street, Roosevelt Island

(212) 688-4702(3)

Lunch Bu(!ef

Hot or Cold $4.

Choose from
Fish ¢ Chicken * Veal - Pasta * Beef * Vegetable

Every day a different selection!

We do catering

2v0 AVENUE AT 60w STREET
THE HEALTHY ITALIAN

Ristorante & Bar

Lite Italian Cuisine
Silled o 3oced » Less Dl e Frash Toste

“Some of the best pizza in
Manhattan—-Up there with John'’s,
Lombardi’'s and Patsy’s, and
better than the upper east side
Totorio’'s—made in a mid-town
Italian restaurant! It's not just
good. It's a standard setter! |
enjoyed the baked-not-fried
chicken Parmigiana ($9.95) and
linguine Bolognese ($8.50).”

-NY Daily News

(212) 223-9115
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We're # 1

We're #1

We're #1

We're #1
We're #1
We're #1

TRADEFAIR
SUPERMARKETS

Price Leader compared to
Gristedes, Roosevelt Island
Associated, Broadway & 21st Street

Shopping comparison January 15-16
as published January 24, 1998
in The Main Street WIRE

30-08 30th Avenue 22-30 36th Avenue 23-55 Broadway
Astoria Long Island City Long Island City
718-721-2437 718-471-4788 718-932-4275

Watch for our weekly circular
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CALLING ALL *

1590 York Avenue
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387)
or 301 East 76th Street
(212) 734-7051
Free delivery (Sat. only) - $30 minimum
Full line of supplies & cat foods
including
IAMS « Eukanuba ¢ Hill's Science Diet « Nutro’s » Pro Plan

Fax (212) 249-7450

0N
|
v

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

Douglas Waite, M.D.

Board Certified Pedlatrician

501 Main Street » Roosevelt Island » 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday+*9a.m.-2p.m.
Tuesday * 12 noon -4 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday 1 p.m.-5p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed, by Dr. Grimm or by her group,
Uptown Pediatrics. We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

STOP YOUR
FOOT PAIN
NOW

Expert Foot Care in Your Home
Dr. Paul Betschart, a Board Certified Podiatrist, is

making house calls in your area. Dr. Betschart has
received the highest level of training in his specialty.
He continually expands his expertise through
continued education and clinical research. Dr.
Betschart is actively involved in the education of
students and doctors at several teaching hospitals. He
uses the most advanced techniques for the relief of
Heel Pain, Ingrown Nails, Nail Fungus, Corns and
Callouses, Bunions, Hammer Toes, Injuries and
Diabetic Foot Problems. Let his gentle hands help
your tender feet today.

Call Today For Your Free

Initial In-Home Consultation
Most Insurance plans, including Medicare, accepted

212995-1500

Call today

e .. S lﬂf‘ﬁ' L
gy e 4'5‘;5
J% y

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt I sland

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
**Dental Insurance Accepted Towar ds Payment**

7

Sales and Service License #730671

CHRIS TV

21-16 36th Avenue
Long Island City, NY 11106
TV e Stereo ® VCR ¢ Solid State ® Components

Free estimate

on carry-in 718 392-7444

Mon.-Sat. 9-7

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children and
adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

501 Main Street
212752-8722

200 W. 57th Street
212757-2285

Roosevelt
Island
Cleaners

FAST, EFFICIENT
RELIABLE, COURTEOUS

New Stare of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
Jo Serve You Beffer

Your Neighborhood Cleaners
We Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street 758-1778




PSS
SPORTSWIRE

The WIRE's sports reporter position is open. If you're
interested in handling this valuable volunteer contribution
to the Roosevelt Island community, or would like to

propose a candidate, please call 826-9055.

L etters from page 2

The school made this accusation before the
New Y ork Bureau of Child Protective Services.
Not surprisingly, the school’s accusation of
medical neglect was dismissed as unfounded
by the New York City Bureau of Child Pro-
tective Services, after itsregulatory two visits.

My son’s pediatrician felt that the accusa
tion had no medical basis. (Shouldn't an offi-
cia accusation of “medical neglect” be sup-
ported by a written statement from a physi-
cian? | saw no evidence of that.) My lawyer
told mel washeing harassed (but she believed
| had nolegal recourse - though thewholething
smells like a violation of civil rights to me).
Even the Bureau caseworker who visited us
was skeptical of the accusation, of its source
and itsmotivations, and commented onit. Al-
low meto explain.

| had been dissatisfied with the qudity of
my son’s education at PS217, and had ex-
pressed that dissatisfaction in meetings at the
school by asking questions, offering sugges-
tions and requesting guidance. My overtures
were met with either manifest hodtility or pa-
tronizing reassurances of the child's scholas-
tic progress (despite concrete evidence to the
contrary).

But the worgt part is, by charging me with
“medical neglect”, PS217 tried to force meto
continue to sedate my son shortly after | had
requested that his educational needs be better
addressed. A novel approachto education, in-
deed | could elaborate on the magnificently
Orwellian overtones of the school’s actions,
but | won't.

Sufficeit to say that after | obtained histrans-
fer to afunded private school, my son appears
to behappier, better adjusted, and finally learn-
ing; and that so far, there have been no de-
mands for sedation from the educators who
now minister to hisneeds. But then, | expected
as much.

Y ou see, the sad message contained in all of
this is that many caring parents would rather
withdraw their kids from public school than
attempt to battle the system’s bureaucracy,
which appears more concerned with protect-
idng educator’s jobs than with educating chil-

ren.

Asfar as Roosevelt Idand, | am not aone.
Other controversial incidents have sparked a
grass roots struggle to make the local school
more responsive to the community’s needs
(though this may be denied by some elements
v_vho)se representative nature | seriously ques-
tion).

| continue to Slv)mpathize with the
community’s efforts, but the bottom lineis, |
have removed my son from PS217. | canonly
hopethat somehow, somewhere, somebody in
government realizes that by refusing to ac-
knowledge the parents and children they are
supposed to serve, the public schools of this
country may be contributing to their own de-
mise.

Patricia Duarte Perez

TotheEditor:

Wednesday night’ stown meetingwasadis-
appointment. It's marvelous that RIRA has
enough clout to pull elected officials (or at least
their representatives) from all levels of gov-
ernment to attend such mesetings. However,
they should have been required to sit and lis-
ten, not alowed to natter on endlesdy. Did
the person who set the 3-1/2 minute time limit
even once enforceit?

Furthermore, the standing-room-only crowd
most decidedly did not come to this meeting
to hear the same complaints and allegations
they’ ve heard so many times before raised by
the same people who get so much ink in The
WIRE issue after issue. Thoseof uswho were
attending atown meeting for thefirst timewere
scolded in person, aswe have been previoudy
in print, for not showing any community spirit

ore. But | gottasay, if every RIRA meet-
ingisruntheway thisonewas, they’ ve blown
a golden opportunity to foster an increased
level of community participation.

What we needed to do wasto extract prom-
ises from the officials present about specific
actions they can take to solve our transporta-
tion problems. We needed to make clear as-
signments for 1) getting tramway service re-
stored ASAP (preferably with a console op-
erator on duty), 2) delaying the planned cuts
in subway service, and 3) getting Dr. Blue to
providebusservicea state expenseuntil tram-
way serviceis restored.

Although some new information was pre-
sented during the first ninety minutes, and the
news about the Mayor’s appointment of two
residents to the RIOC board was heartening,
over half the people in attendance at the be-
ginning of themesting gave up and went home
well before 10 p.m., convinced that no effec-
tive, focused discussion (much lessaction) was
likely to take place. All the pandlists claimed
to have tried everything they could think of to
get Dr. Blueto do what we need done, but they
admitted they haven't had a great dedl of suc-
cess. Maybeit'stimeto add afew new tech-
niques to our repertoire. How about non-vio-
lent protest? How about sit-ins at the RIOC
office? How about making Dr. Blue call Pub-
lic Safety to get protestersout of hisface? How
about themother of al voter registration drives,
and apledgedrivefor thoseaready registered,
S0 we can throw Pataki and D’ Amato (and
therefore their appointee, Blue) out of office?

| applaud the efforts of al those present
Wednesday night who are working night and
day to make our common lifebetter, and | want
to be part of the solution. The fact that the
place was packed indicatesthat I’ m not alone.
Now that RIRA’s got our attention, enough
commitment to get us out of our homes on a
nasty night, and our names on that sign-in
shedt, let’s hope they don’t squander al this
collective energy. No more speeches, put us
to work!

Dawn Helene

Jack Resnick, M .D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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Classified
751-8214

TUTORING in mathematics and physics; all levels by university professor. American
curriculum taught in English, programme Francais enseigne en Francais. 371-6510

MODERN MAGIC - A beginner’s course in modern magic (youngsters and adults)
is starting on the Island. Call 371-6510 (10-12 a.m., 6-8 p.m. for registration.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY Island resident Diana Brill.
available. (212) 759-9042

WORD PROCESSING & EDITING SERVICES; Manuscripts, curricula vitae &
resumes, theses & term papers, business correspondence, etc. Call Jacqueline at
(212) 909-6368

EXPERT PAINTER, Island references, 751-8214

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING. Prompt service. 718-358-8882. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theatre classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE daily or when needed by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island. Snacks, play, homework supervision. Evenings, weekend sitting also.
Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

VALENTINE FAIRYTALE designed for you and yours by local writer. $25. 888-0585

FULL-TIME BABY-SITTER: | am seeking an Island resident for a full-time baby-
sitting position for a 3-year-old boy. Must be enthusiastic, reliable and available to
work evenings. Call Lynette 243-7600, ext 256 Monday-Friday between 1pm &3pm

Gift certificate

only.

CLOSET SPECIALIST - Designs, Accessories, Installations. Double your closet

space. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214

TOW” Meetl n g from page 1

Therewaslittlehard information in Wednes-
day night’s meeting, though Attorney James
Kaufman, amember of the RIRA Council, re-
ported that the Swiss company brought in to
evaluate the Tramway after last week’s acci-
dent hasnow signed off onitssafety. Kaufman
reported the Department of Labor has also
signed off on the Tram as a safe workplace.
Theimplication isthat the only force keeping
the Tram from resuming operation is Blue.

Like others, Kaufman praised DHCR Act-
ing Commissioner Joseph Lynch and his
deputy, OtisJones,
as “hand-working
and honest friends
of the Idand” and

rtrayed them as

ing just as frus-
trated as Island
residents are by
Blue's RIOC ad-
ministration.
“They understand
the ramifications
of themismanage-
ment of this Is-
land,” Kaufman
said. “Otis and
otherstold him, indructed him, to havebusesrun-
ning late Friday or early Saturday. In essence,
the ingructions wereignored. He defied thein-
gructions. Jerry Blueisignoring the mandate of
hisbosses” Thiswas followed by abrief chant
fromtheaudience: “Blue must go.”

Kaufman pointed out that the Iand’s sub-
way stationisnot tabletrangt, under the
Americans with Disabilities Act, for many

James Kaufman

physically-challengedriders. “Peoplewithdis-
abilities must have access, ingress and egress
from theidand,” Kaufman said, pointing out

RIRA President Patrick

Stewart, Gwen AlmoDuvar, Joan

that “most of the disabled cannot get on the
subway. Thecarsdon’'t meet theplatform. Es-
calators are too frequently not running. The
elevator at 63rd Street [was] not functioning
[recently], and no onein the station knew any-
thing about it.” Kaufman said the Tramway is
essentid for theldand shandicapped residents.
City Councilmember Gifford Miller con-
demned Blu€' s absence: “The person who is
in charge of RIOC isin charge of thisidand...
ultimately that person responds to us, to the
residents of thisidand, and he should be here
tonight to explain what's going on. | tried to
%et ameeting with Dr. Blueimmediately after
the accident. | can’t report that I’ ve had that
meeting yet. Itwas
supposed to be this
morning, but Dr.
Blue's schedule
prevented that and
It was put off until
Friday... I'msureif
| don't meet with
Dr. Blue soon, I'll
meet with Godot.”
Other elected of-
ficials represented
at the Town Mest-
ing were
Assemblymember
Pete Grannis and
U.S. Representative
Carolyn Maloney, who dong with Miller were
praised often by speakers for standing by the
people of Roosevelt Idand.
TheTrangt Authority wasrepresented by Steve
Strauss. To suggestions that subway track work
beddayed until Tramway operationsarerestored,
he offered an explanation that the February 22
dart datefor subdtituteshuttleservicetotwoMan-
hattan stops, spaced
20 minutes apart, is
firm becauseacom-
plex 15-month con-
struction schedule
hangs in the bal-
ance. Strauss did
say, however, that
the MTA is ac-
tively investigat-
ing theposshility of
free“wdkingrail-to-
rail transfers’ be-
tweentheQ-linesta
tion at Lexington
Avenue and 63rd
Street, and the Lex-
ington Avenue sta
tiona 59thand Lex-
ington, and hopesto
haveananswer—not
necessarily affirma:
tive— by the Febru-
ary 22 start of a
scheduled 15-month

Gifford Miller

Christianson, and Linda Heimer delivered “T’Amatos to D’Amato” periodof diminished
Thursday morning, but were refused entry to his Manhattan office. Service.
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LDoosevelt Island’®s New Deal

MONTAUR CLEDIT UNION

ODEN TO ALL
Savings Accounts = 4.00% Checking Accounts = 2.00%

with an APY of 4.06% APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)

1 Year =5.75% » 2 Years = 6.00% * 3 Years =6.25% * 4 Years = 6.50% * 5 Years = 6.75%

e ATM Cards e MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller * Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction

* Money Orders * New & Used Vehicle Loans * Residential Mortgages

* Cashier Checks * Secured and Personal Loans * FREE Notary Service (for members)
* Certified Checks * Long Distance Toll-Free Number ¢ Custodial Accounts

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY - 559 MAIN STREET ° (212) 643-3900

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ¢ Thursday special hours 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.

YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

TWIN CAR SERVICE : :
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
st IVIINI

Al drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty CA[DERONI

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME

o o HOME SPECIAL ATTORNEYATLAW

Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

ACCIDENTS ¢ DIVORCE « BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES « OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
Let me do your legwork

OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

IDESIE (718)

Furniture
Upholstery; Slipcovers
Wallpaper & Fabric

Carpel & Area Rugs
AII-{I Wingo;v ﬂ'aamﬂenls
loor & Terrace Tiles
Lighting KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCL LLP
Kifchen Renovation
Paint & Faux Finishes
A/IAcc;esso.rie.f (
Closet Design STEINWAY
It-;/[enp leV}’, MOVING & STORAGE
nsj;liffai: ?97,,;;, Local 718-278-9090 Long Distance
Packing Just 5 minutes from Main Street Overseas
75,_82,4 Since 1926
Need extra storage space? 5x7 as low as $50 per month

1 hour free on pick up with this ad




