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RI's Small Merchants Feeling
Pinch of Gristede’s and Change

News Analysis
by Dick Lutz
“It's a delicate balance, and it's
been upset.”
Roosevelt Island’s small mer-
chants are hurting, bruised by a
confluence of circumstance that has
turned against them. Thelatest blow:
the Gristede’s Megastore at
Motorgate, and itsexpanded lines of
merchandise that draw a limited
population of customers away from
theldand ssmaller stores.
But the challenges Island busi-

as well. They gave limited
“exclusives’ to many businesses,
even while promising that the
Idand' s population would approach
20,000 within five years.

Now, with the population still un-
der 10,000 and Southtown still years
away even if construction were to
begin tomorrow, many of the
exclusives have been written out of
commercia leases, and the balance
is more delicate than ever. The
Roosevelt Idand Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) appesars to be giving

nesses face range from obvious to  littleattentionto maintaining the bal-
obscure, and from matters they can ~ ance. _
attempt to influence to others that Demographics

seemingly defy any approach to a
solution. Thecontrolling factorsare
demographic, in part, and involve
questionsof palicy that shapethede-
mographics, but also policy that
shapesthe particular mix of business
on Roosevelt Island.

At the beginning, 20-|ﬂ| us years
back, thosewho nurtured the concept
of affordable hous ng on this East
River isand recognized the need to
nurtureaddicate mercantilebalance,

Meanwhile, the demographics —
that catch-all word for the character-
istics of a population, like age, eco-
nomics, and family composition—the
demographicsare shifting.

Before the shoe-repair shop in a
Rivercross storefront closed, its
owner had falen nearly ayear and a
half behindin rent, and businesswas
down so much that therewasno con-
Sideration of trying to saveit. Long
before, pressed by personal consid-

Website NYC10044
Running for Governor: City Council Speaker Peter Vallone,
seeking the Democratic nomination for Governor, spoke last week
at the Senior Center, introduced by Councilmember Gifford Miller.
Vallone promised a better future for Roosevelt Island if he can go
all the way, defeating incumbent George Pataki. He's received a
crucial endorsement from U.S. Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

Shuttle Route Extended

Tram Tokens Are History

Check your pockets. You may
have a piece of history there. Tram
tokens are no longer for sale.

“The agency can no
longer account for all the
tokens minted by pre-
vious administra-
tions,” according to
RIOC Communica
tions  Director
Michael Greason,
“meaning that par-
ties may have im-
proper accesstotram
tokens. RIOC has re-
ceived over a thousand
tokens from out-of-state
agencies, and it isclear that they are
being used on a regular basis else-
where in the country. It isunlikely
that someonewould purchaseatram
token for $1.50 and then use it on

.

the Garden State Parkway in lieu of
25cents! Inaddition, token vending
machines and turnstiles are fre-
quently giventoRIOC &t little
or no cost by the MTA.
The system of using
tram tokens does not
meet with the scrutiny
appliedtoit by finan-
cial auditorsandthe
State Comptroller,
and this RIOC ad-
minigtration, inan &f-
fort to strengthen the
weak internal controls
it inherited, has in-
creased the usage of MTA
tokens while we take a closer look
at thissituation and the controlsgov-
erningthetramtokens. MTA tokens
arealso morepractical sincethey can
be used elsawherein the City.”
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Starting Monday, subway shuttle servicewill be extended to Herald Square
during the 6:00 am.-9:00 p.m. period, Monday through Friday. Two eight-
car trainswill maintain the every-20-minute schedulethat started in Febru-
ary. Overnight and on weekends, the MTA plans to continue the current
schedule and route, with trains shuttling between 57th/7th and 21st Street,
Queens. All servicefrom Herald Square will use the downtown platform.

Dissidents Form Rival to RIRA

Jessie Rademaker, Nellie Velez
and several other Islanders have
formed the Roosevelt Island Com-
munity Association (RICA) in an
effort to replace RIRA, the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation. Inthe ?roup S announce-
ment, aflyer called RICA News, the
group demanded “Patrick Stewart
must resign” asPresident of RIRA.
Velez and Rademaker had unsuc-
cessfully opposed each other and

Stewartinabid for theRIRA Presi-
dency in the November 1996 |s-
land-wideelection.

Thegroup’ sannouncement reads,
inpart, “Inabold moveasmall group
of dedicated Roosevelt Idanders...
decided that enough isenough.”

The RICA announcement contin-
ues, “ Thecontinuing actionsof RIRA
and the elite so called community
leaders have reached the point that

See RICA, page 7

erations and the lack of incentive to
build the trade here, the owner had
put the Idand location in the hands
of his father, a retired shoemaker.
Business, once pretty good, deterio-
rated more and moreover time. The
father was emphatic about the demo-
graphics. “It' sal sneakers. Nobody
fixestennisshoes.” Inexaggeration

Pharmacist John Guerra
recently laid off the equivalent
of four employees.

rising from his frustration, he said,
“Nobody herewearsdressshoesany-
more.”

Whether there has been a hous-
ing policy decision that increases
the proportion of residents in
sneakers over those dressing for
successis, for the departed propri-
etor of the shoe store, amoot mat-
ter. The businessjust wasn’t there
anymore, and he closed.

Gristede sMegastore

But there was a policy decision
involved in the expansion of the Is-
land supermarket, and in dlowing it
the latitude to compete with the
Idand’'s smaller merchants. Imme-
diately threatened by departmentsat
Gristede' s are the flower shop and
the bakery. In aless focused way,
Gristede's has the merchandise to
draw businessfromthe card shop, the
hardware store, and thedeli, particu-
larly among residentsof River Road,
who now find that the merchandise
they require is available at a closer
establishment wherethere' salsothe
attraction of being able to make an
impulse purchase outside the scope

See Pinch, page 7
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And from sledding to sunbathing. Allin aweek’s weather for Roosevelt Island. Winter lasted one day, and didn’t come until the second full day of Spring, Sunday, March 21.
By last weekend, picnickers and sunbathers were out in force in near-record temperatures, catching the rays at Octagon Park.



Here We Are Again... That Going-Your-Way Gang From the MTA?*...
On the good side. ..

On the bad side. ..
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Pages of Opinion

Happy Holidays

Let me begin by wishing everyone who celebrates them the
very best of holidays. May you and yours enjoy the day and
every day.

Who Says What?

In what they termed a “bold move” in their flyer, “a small
group of dedicated Roosevelt Islanders” has united to expose
the Roosevelt Island Residents Association as a “private club,”
and, they claim, its elections have “always been false.”

What the flyer neglects to tell those who read it is that a
majority of those listed have campaigned actively and have been
elected to RIRA’s Common Council over the years. So much
for their new Roosevelt Island Community Association.

Blot on The Blotter

In this issue, The WIRE prints The Blotter exactly as re-
ceived from the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC).

Previously, the incident reports were released from the
Public Safety Department after being reviewed by Director
Peter Norwood or Deputy Director James Frye. At that point,
The WIRE would attempt to write narratives of the incidents
for our readers because of the daily time pressures on the PSD
officers.

Good Work, Ceci

There is a proud Mom strolling Main Street
these days and telling everyone about her
daughter, Cecilia. Mom is Eugenie Martin and
she is rightfully sharing news about “Ceci,”
who currently is a senior at the University of
Colorado at Boulder.

A campus newspaper featured a photo of
the attractive Ethnic Studies major at work on
a mural with kids from the county Juvenile As-
sessment Center. Ceci and two other students created the
project that focused on the realities of the criminal life.

The Martin family came to the Island in 1978 and “Genie”
long has been giving Ceci a role model to emulate when one is
talking about taking on civic duties.

Duty Bound

It looks to me as if an attempt was made to remove the gull
droppings on the pier commented on in this space last issue
and for that thanks are due. Unfortunately, it also appears
that some of the older dooty is going to need more work unless
it is intended to become a permanent memorial to seagulls that
pass.

Honorable E. Virgil Conway, Chair
MTA New York City Transit
347 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10017
Re: Transportation services on Roosevet Isand during
tunnel repairs.
Dear Mr. Conway:

| am writing to you on behalf of my congtituents on
Roosevelt I and who are experiencing great difficulties
asaresult of the MTA’swork on the tracksin the 63rd
Street tunnel. While | understand the need for these re-
pairs, thisproject, barely onemonth old, hasbeentrouble-
some from its outset for 1dand residentsin a number of
ways.
Firg, the Sshuttle currently sched-
uled to run in place of the B and Q

L]
D
TotheEditor:

Monday’ s five-hour shutdown of the Tramway with-
out any provisionfor bus serviceto and from Manhattan
is yet another example of solely palitica cost-cutting
against the best interests of the Roosevelt Idand com-
munity.

RI gC received thousands of dollarsfor the use of the
Tramand other Idand areas. Given the many inadequa-
ciesof thesubway, RIOC could easily have provided its
own bus service and won the plaudits of the community.

Al Weingtein

[Editor’s note: Weinstein provided the following
letter to Dr. Jerome Blue, President of the Roosvelt
Island Operating Corporation (RIOC), indicating that
he was unable to secure a timely

train serviceevery twenty minutesfor
theduration of therepair project has
been unrdiable, with riders report-
ing several lengthy service disrup-
tions during which they wereforced
to wait on station platforms without
being informed of the reasonsfor or
the expected duration of the delays.

Second, shuttleriders, reportedly,
have had to deal with various heglth
threats, including foul air from im-
proper ventilation, smokefromtrack
firesand possible exposureto ashes-
tos and carbon monoxide.

Third, riderscontinueto complain
of frequent escalator and elevator
breakdowns (a common source of
complaintsin the past). Asyou can

C . d clarity.
appreciate, these outages are particu- and clarty

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the
Editor, to the community, and to offi-
cials, and will consider publication
Name Withheld basis, but the writer's
name, address, and telephone num-
ber must be provided. Preferred
methods of submission:
compatible 3.5-inch floppy disk (any
wordprocessing software) left at 531
Main Street for The WIRE; by ASCII
text email (72260.20@ compuserve.com);
or typed, double-spaced copy left at
531 Main Street or faxed to (212)
755-2540. Clearly handwritten let-
ters will be considered. All letters
are subject to editing for length

meeting with RIOC officials
when, at 4:10 p.m., he was in-
formed they were “having lunch.”]
Dear Dr. Blue:

Yeﬂerdz?/, Wednesday, March
25th, | left a message for Mr.
Greason su%geﬂi ng that he be kind
enough to phone me as | had afew
specia thoughtsto convey to him.

Since | have not heard from him
as of now, Thursday, March 26th,
3:30 p.m., | am taking the liberty of
writing to you directly. Itismy in-
tention to go to your office at this
timeto seeif itispossiblefor you or
Mr. Greason to meet with mebriefly
sinceit isan urgent matter.

We have taken note of the an-
nouncement that the Tram will be
shut down on Monday, 30th March,

IBM-

larly inconvenient and disconcerting
for the many senior and disabled residentswho rely on
thisservice.

| strongly urge that, during the remaining track and
signal repairs, the M TA monitor thisproject moreclosaly
to insure that riders are properly notified about service
disruptions, station equipment is properly serviced and
maintained, and repair work is carried out in ways that
fully protect the health and safety of passengersand your
work crews.

Therearetwo other actionsthat would grestly improve
conditionsfor TA customers on Roosevelt Idand. First
would be the introduction of free walking transfers be-
tween the 57th Street/7th Avenue station and both the
Columbus Circle and 57th Street/8th Avenue stations.
Whilethe MTA has been forthcomi ng in accommodat-
ing customers by providing free walking transfers be-
tweenthe 63rd Street/L exington Av-

from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. We are
astonished that no suitable alternative bustransportation,
to and from Manhattan, isbeing provided. The subway
is not acceptable for avariety of good reasons. We are
under the impression that some specia buses would be
provided, aswasthe case numeroustimesin past years.

The shutdown will prove difficult for the disabled,
some specia handicapped residents, the Seniors, many
studentsarriving in mid-afternoon from school, and par-
ticularly those whose parents do not want them to use
the subway, aswell asthe community at large, and oth-
ers. Thisshutdown isfor aprofitable venture.

Five hoursisalong period of time and suitable trans-
portation is always a vital necessity. We are therefore
making afirm request that alternative bustransportation,

Letters continue on page 7

enue station and the 59th Street/L ex-
ington Avenue station, a number of
Idand residents have expressed the
need to extend the optionto the West
Side subway linesaswell.

In addition, while residents of the
Idand also travel to and from Man-
hattan viathe Roosevelt Idand Tram,
they are till not able to take advan-
tage of the convenience and savings
of MetroCard onthisservice. Itismy
understanding that negotiations on
extending theMetroCardtothe Tram
are ongoing between your agency
and Roosevelt Idand Operating Cor-
poration (RIOC). Would you please
inform me of the status of those ne-
gotiations and give me your best es-
timate of what it will cost both the
MTA and RIOC to implement this

[T
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measure. With the problems associ-
ated with thework on thetracks, itis
even moreimportant that MetroCard
availability on the Tram be imple-
mented as soon as possible.
| look forward to your responsere-
garding these matters.
Alexander B. Grannis
Member of Assembly

Sophia Adams, Amy Ambrosino, Russell Aragon, David Bauer, Judy
Berdy, Audrey Berman, Kitty Berman, Maurice Bleifeld, Nancy
Cruickshank, Pearl Cooper, Morris Diamond, Arlise Ellis, Riquelmia
Espanol, Enrique Fernandez, Claire Friedland, Elba Gomez, Ben
Haberman, Teresa Hasing, Janet Jamell, Peter Kaplan, Matthew Katz,
Nina Lublin, Joan Matula, Clarissa McClary, Chris Mendis, Myrna
Mendis, Kathie Niederhoff, Julia Palermo, Jeff Palmer, Joan Raimone,
Frances Salten, Ron Schuppert, Bernie Schwartz, Raye Schwartz,
George Spelvin, Pearl Thomas, Kay Thompson, Maggie Warner



| have asked The WIRE to re-publish a column | wrote ayear ago, in
February, 1997. It isreprinted in its entirety at the end of this column.
Over the last year, RIRA has embraced and fought for a number of is-
sues, and perhapsit isaswell that | summarize them here.

First and foremost, RIRA seeks the reinstatement of American
democracy for the residents of Roosevelt 1sland, which each of us
was forced to surrender unknowingly when moving here. The State of
New Y ork simply does not have the right to withhold democracy from
us. Theloss of representative government in our local community, the

stripping from us of any voice in our
own local affairsis a grievance that RIRA
* J
President’s

we are bound to pursue until the State
Column

concedes its error, and redresses this
unconstitutional and illegal situation
by restructure.

Until that has been done, and at least
an equal number of Roosevelt Island
residents as non-residents are given
seatsonthe RIOC Board of Directors,
we have demanded of RIOC that they
formally acknowledge RIRA and its Common Council asthe only duly-
€l ected representatives of the residents, and, as such, the formal voi ce of
the residentsin matters touching upon their welfare, as each of the prior
administrations of RIOC has done before them.

Past that, thisadministration of RIRA hastaken specific stands against
RIOC on thefollowing issues: maintaining the current full service of the
Tram with no reduction of service; the reinstatement of Tram passes to
school children; the seeking of amore vigilant patrol by the Public Safety
officers, both inside and outside our buildings to better guarantee the
safety of theresidents, most particularly the elderly and the handi capped;
the reversal of massively increased fees for playing fields and the
Sportspark pool; immediate inclusion of the Tram in the Metrocard sys-
tem (Roosevelt Island is the last remaining two-fare zone in the City of
New Y ork); the reinstatement of the Tramway Console Operators as a
prudent safety measure; a guarantee of safe air for subway passengers
during itsreconstruction; ademand that Southtown be constrained within
its original definition in the Master Plan, and that its construction be
kept to the most minimal disruption of the community; ademand that the
State comply with itslegal obligation in maintaining a sound infrastruc-
ture of the Island; an attempt to retain Southpoint asamemorial park for
F.D.R.; the prevention of the loss of the Good Shepherd Chapel as a
place of worship and as a community center, and the prevention of its
designation asnormal “ commercial space;” thereinstatement of thelong-
standing provision of alternative transportation during any period the
Tram is down; attempts to prevent the misappropriation of Public Pur-
pose Funds; and an endless stream of attempts to enforce RIOC’ s com-
pliancewith their own legal obligationsto
supply the residents with information to
which they have adefined legal right.

Each of these stands against RIOC has
been taken reactively. That is, none of
these issues has arisen except that in each
case RIOC has made a proactive movethat
RIRA has attempted to stop.

In the sixteen months that | have been
President, the soleinstancesof RIRA’ sini-
tiating any issues have been the recommen-
dation to RIOC of the award of Public
Purpose funds for the Library, the Coun-
seling in Schools program for PS/1S 217,
and the Boy Scouts' van.

| absolutely believe that it is adisgrace
that so much hard and largely thankless
work has been necessary to balk the attempts of a State agency that is
defined as a public benefit corporation from implementing the long list
above. Wereit not for the sincere dedication to the community welfare
that has been volunteered by the Common Council, the Task Force, and
afew other hardy and selfless souls, no doubt each of RIOC' s attempts
would have been successful.

Think what might have been accomplished if RIOC had not made it
necessary to spend all of our timeresisting their assaults.

No matter how rigorously | examine this outline of the past sixteen
months, | can find not the slightest taint of anything that could be called
“racist” by any stretch of asaneimagination. |, for one, intend from this
point on to ignore any further accusations that are solely supported by
the distortions and outright lies of the group who continuesto propagate
them.

| cannot defend against something that simply is not there.

And so, in reprinting what were my first words on this subject, | make
them my last.

Patrick Stewart

* % %

The specter of racism hasbeen on my mind a great deal lately.

Over the past weeks I’ ve heard the charge of “racism” put forth into
Island affairswhere it simply has no place. Don’'t misunderstand me. |
personally believe that the healing of the very real racism that exists
throughout our cultureisthe single most important i ssue facing our coun-
try today. A long time ago my family and | made a commitment to do
whatever we could to fight it wherever wefind it.

Racism istoo important to be used asadiversion in struggleswhereit
istruly not an issue. The very word engenders such passion on both
sides that we are instantly diverted from whatever point we were dis-
cussing, ho matter how crucial the original point isto our joint welfare.

What color do you have to be to want peace and safety for your chil-
dren?

What color do you have to be to demand that their schools provide an
adequate education? What color do you haveto beto deserve agovern-
ment that holds itself responsible to its citizens? What color do you
haveto beto get angry if the benefits of your citizenship aretaken away
from you, or if the services your tax dollars are intended for are with-
held? What color do you have to be to miss old-fashioned common
courtesy, to be exasperated if you’ve just missed the minibus, or to be
outraged if alocal priceistwicewhat it isin Manhattan? What color do
you have to beto long for greater community within your own commu-
nity? How old do you haveto be? How well educated? Maeor female?

As my good friend, and fellow Common Council member, Al
Weinstein, said at our last R.I.R.A. meeting, more than ever on Roosevelt
Island we need a sense of unity, a sense of common purpose. Unity con-
cerning the issues affecting our Island is our only hope. Every losswe
suffer, weall suffer.

Every hurt we sustain hurtsus all. Divided, we will surely fail.
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Who Can Eat?
Conversation Abounds

by Elizabeth Unruh
(with eating assistance provided by Dorothy Bowser)

Living on Roosevelt 19 and requires both an appreciation of diversity and
aspirit of adventure. Therefore, the recent notice in The Wire announcing
an upcoming outing of the newly-formed Dining Out group to a Greek res-
taurant in Queens, piqued our curiosity. We were inquisitive about who
thosedinerswere, and why they wereinviting othersto jointhem. However,
it took some courageto place acal inviting ourselvesto break bread with a
group of strangers in arestaurant that wasn't listed in any of our “foodi€”
bibles. But being tyﬁical devil-may-care Roosevelt Idanders, we swallowed
our fear and madethe call to Harry Small, the Dining Out coordinator.

Last Friday wejoined seven other Roosevelt Idandersat Tavern On The
Park, a Greek restaurant in nearby Astoria. We went along with the group,
working from the assumption that food would bethe central focus. Itdidn’t
take long to redlize that eating was secondary to the development of good
will and good conversation. We inquired about how the group got started
and Harry explained that the project was in response to an assgnment in a
course he was enrolled in. He was expected to design an experience that
would eventually contribute something to the community. Heenvisionsthe
Dining Out group as onethat will eventually move in the direction of com-
munity service. For example, it might offer seniors who ordinarily would
not have an opportunity for off-Roosevelt Iland dining the companionship
and conversation provided by such agroup.

To date, Harry has led three restaurant outings and islooking forward to
the next dining out experience scheduled for Friday, April 24, 1998 at 7:00
p.m. Thegroupwill betravelingto Green Field, aBrazilian Churrascariaon
Northern Boulevard in Corona, Queens. Dinerswill sharein afixed price
buffet ($17.95) of assorted barbecued and roasted mests.

Car service to and from the restaurant will be available at a cost of ap-
proximately $5.00. For additional information about an opportunity tojoin
\évith “Cf;riendIS’ in an enjoyable adventure, cal Harry Small a 583-0064.

uen Gusto!

Padraig Cza kowski

Padraig Czajkowski, afour-year Island resident, died March 21.

Of Irish nationality, hewasbornin Englandin 1940 of an Irish mother and
Polish father. He was educated in Ampleforth College, York, and at the
Universite de Peris.

From 1966 to 1979, he taught English at the Interna-
tional School of Genevaand at the University of Geneva,
and was an ingtructor in French at Lincoln University,
Oxford, Pennsylvania for two years. In 1981-87, he
worked as an editor in Genevafor the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees. Hethen served asa
consultant on humanitarian assistance assignments in
Europe, Africaand Central America, including an emer-
gency program to track migration trends in Romania,
and preparation of a report examinging socia policy
toward children following collapse of state socialism.

He settled on Roosevelt 1dand with his wife and
goungeﬂ daughter in 1994. He was diagnosed with a

rain tumor two years later, which was the cause of death.

Survivorsinclude: Elvira Perez-Czajkowski, hiswife, who continuesin
residence at 40 River Road with hisyoungest daughter, Veronica, 6. Heis
also survived by a son, Peadar, 28, and a daughter, Clair, 22, both living in
Switzerland, and by a daughter, Penelope, 12, in Paris. His mother, Ellen,
90, surviveshim and livesin London.

A memorial servicewill beheld at St. Paul’ s Church, Brooklyn, on Satur-
g% ?4;();;1 | 25th, at 10 am. Additiona information: Debra Orenstein at

RIOC
Blotter

Beginning with this issue,
the Public Safety Blotter is no
longer supplied directly to
The WIRE by the Public
Safety Department. Instead,
it is now issued by RIOC.
Narratives are printed here as
received from RIOC; there
has been no opportunity to
review the incident reports or
overall statistics first-hand.

3/15, Larceny, 510 Main St.
On 3/15 @ 9:30 PM, delivery
person placed food delivery on
floor, when unknown perp.
picked up bag and ran. Victim
stated he chased perp., who
kicked him and fled scene.

3/16, Crim. Mis,, 575 Main St.,
A Housing Mgmt. Employeediscov-
ered that some unk. person(s) had
scratched swagtikasontheelevators.
Membersof NY PD 114 Pct. investi-
gated the incident attempted to re-
trieve fingerprints and notified the
Bias Unit.

3/21, Assault, 580Main &. Floyd
Smith, 18, 4 River Rd., was arrested
by PSD for assaulting aformer resi-
dent of R.I. Victim complained of
pain in her upper chest, left & right
side of face, back of neck & ahead-
ache. Victim was taken to Western
Queens Comm. Hospital by FDNY/
EMS.

3/22, Dog bite, 536 Main St.
(Courtyard) A large dog on aleash,
being walked by ayouth, attacked a
littleboy, who wasplaying on ased
and bit him severa times. It gppeared
that the youth lost control of the
Rottwaller, which bit the victim on
both armsand right knee. A witness
reported that after biting the youth,
the dog dragged him several feet.
The victim was transported to the
hospital by FDNY/EMS and Hous-
ing Mgmt. was notified.

3/24, Assault, 510 Main St. A
PSD officer was struck in the face
while intervening in a dispute be-
tween aresident of 510 Main St. and
the perp., whoisanon-resident. The
perp. fled the sceneand wasarrested
by other PSD membersseveral hours
later. Theinjured officer wastrans-
ported to Elmhurst Hospital by
FDNY/EMS, treated and released.
Thisincident isthe subject of acon-
tinuing investigation.

COMING UP

Compiled by Claire Friedland « 317-8523

Tonight, Sat., Apr. 4, 7:00 p.m., Main Street Theatre goes Western with The Mostly Monty, line dancing,

vittles, and live country music. $20/person. 371-4449.

Sun., Apr. 5, 10:00 am., Roosevelt Idand Art Association regular meeting,

12th floor, 546 Main Street. Live model sessions. 421-5939.

Tuesdays, 11:15 am., Strollercize meets at the playground behind Blackwell
House. Inthe event of rain, meeting placeis at the front of 531 Main Street. For

further information, 308-4584.

Wed., Apr. 8, 8:00 p.m., meeting of the Common Council of the Roosevelt
Idand Residents Association, Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Members of the
community areinvited to address the Council; no advance registration required.

Fax or phone event
information to 317-8523.
Please provide a phone
number for follow-up.
There is no charge for
listing Island events here.

Thur., Apr. 9, 10:00 am., RIOC Board Meeting. Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Individuals wishing to

address the Board must register in advance at 832-4540.

Fri.-Sat., Apr. 17-18, next scheduled issue of The Main Street WIRE. Deadlines: Advertising inthe
paper, Fri., Apr. 10; decision on stuffersfor The Bag, Mon., Apr. 13. Futureissues May 1, 15, 29, and
thereafter generally every two weeks until summer. Unscheduled extra editions may be published as

news and advertising support

warrant; advertisers who would
liketo beincluded in one or more
extra editions, without warning,
are invited to call 826-9055 to
make their interest known.
Phone/fax for news, (212)
826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax
for advertising inquiries, (212)
751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax
for events, 317-8523.

Sat., Apr. 18, 10:00 am.-5:00
p.m., Flea Market at Motorgate,
co-sponsored by Roosevelt Island
Disabled Association and
Roosevelt | sland Senior Associa-
tion. Information, 223-0879.

Sat., Apr. 18, 1:00 p.m., annual
Little League Parade, Main
Street.

Every week:

ESL, Intermediate, Mondays 12-1.
Bingo, Tuesdays 1:30 p.m.

Movie, Thursdays 12:30 p.m.

At the Senior Center

Stay Well (Exercise), Mondays 10-11 am., Wednesdays 9:30-10 am.
English asa Second L anguage (ESL ), Beginner, Mondays 11-12.

English Classes, Mon. 12-1 p.m., Wed. 9:30-10 am., Fri, 10-11 am.
Arts& Crafts, Mon. 12:45-2:30 p.m.

Scheduled activities & events:
Tuesdays, 10-12am. & 1-3 p.m., Tax help.
Tue., Apr. 14, 8:00 p.m., General Meseting
Wed., Apr. 15, RISA Atlantic City trip
Thur., Apr. 16, 1.00 p.m., Volunteer/Birthday Party
Fri., Apr. 3& 17, 12:30 p.m., Oldies But GoodiesMovie
Sat., Apr. 18, 10:00 am.-5:00 p.m., Flea M arket at Motorgate
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To better serve our customers we are
expanding to a larger space

HEALTH VITAMIN
CENTER

has moved to a bigger location:

1167 2nd Avenue

(bet. 61st & 62nd St.) NYC 10021
Tel: (212) 317-1390

We carry all Doctors Lines
Natrol « Solgar « Natures Way
TwinLab « Natures Plus

=

62nd Street =]

Z

lew Logation

1167 Ind Ave
6]st St Bet: 61 & 62 St.

j—1

Pnd Avenu ((

60th Street
Tram

Station

g
g
-
-
/%//’ 204 E
]

50th Street

- ----r -

\OLD LOCATION )

DOmCHICk

Wines & Spirits

28-22 Astoria Blvd.
Astoria, NY, 11102

(718) 728-4666 Fax:(718) 728-4803

QRS D D B D D D D D LHE
Passover

Cascer

SPECIALS

Kendall Jackson Chardonnay $9.99
Corbett Canyon White Zinfandel 3 for $9.99
Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio ~ $14.99

SPIRICS

Dewar's Scotch 1.75 Lit.
Smirnoff Vodka 1.75 Lit.
Bacardi Rum 1.75 Lit.
Absolut Vodka 750 ml.

$30.99
$17.49
$18.99 2/$35
$13.99

STOP YOUR
FOOT PAIN
NOW

Expert Foot Care in Your Home
Dr. Paul Betschart, a Board Certified Podiatrist, is

making house calls in your area. Dr. Betschart has
received the highest level of training in his specialty.
He continually expands his expertise through
continued education and clinical research. Dr.
Betschart is actively involved in the education of
students and doctors at several teaching hospitals. He
uses the most advanced techniques for the relief of
Heel Pain, Ingrown Nails, Nail Fungus, Corns and
Callouses, Bunions, Hammer Toes, Injuries and
Diabetic Foot Problems. Let his gentle hands help
your tender feet today.

Call Today For Your Free

Initial In-Home Consultation
Most Insurance plans, including Medicare, accepted

212 995-1500

Call today

ALES
05 62]000a

SO0 CS
0oar

UL beca aoxachathar
Arsc uea-anilersaubaty
sacuraad ao il i

LUC Jazz
F1mCC FOOd
LOLS OF FUN
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This Easter,
let your kids discover
something more meaningful
than painted eggs.

((Pic
here)))

After they've found the eggs,
let your kids discover the true miracle of Easter.
Join us as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The Church of the Good
Shepherd
Schedule of Easter Services

* Friday, April 10
Good Friday Service 8:00 p.m. in the Main Chapel
The Call from the Cross
Music from our Choir

* Easter Sunday, April 12
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service, Meditation Steps
8:45 a.m. Sunday School.
Celebrating the Living Christ
Main Chapel 9:50 a.m. Vicar’s Prayers
Preparation for Worship
Main Chapel - 10:00 a.m. Easter Worship

For information on all Good Shepherd Services & programs
call Rev. Oliver Chapin (212) 486-0529
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TI NA’ SARTISTIC HAIR SALON

with over 15 years of professional service to clients around the
world, cordially invitesyou to her posh 59th Street location where
you will experience talented stylists working together for your
personal care.

Special Combination Offer

Personal consultation Skin Analysis

Aveda Shampoo Massage Color Consultation

Aveda Deep Conditoning Treatment.  European Facial

Individual Hair Design or Cut Make-up Application

30% Off Chemical \Werk Manicureor Pedicure

highlights, lowlights, perms, tints, straightening EyebFOW Wax, Li p Wax
Over $300 value for $75

By appointment only
209 East 59th Street between 2nd & 3rd

759-1999 / 308-3549

It’s time to register for September 1998

545 MAIN STREET

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

Part-time and full-time programs
for children ages 3, 4, 5 years

593-0750
FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE

Got

Teeth?

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt | sland

152-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
**Dental Insurance Accepted Towar ds Payment**

Katherine Teets Gimm MD

Board CertifiedPedarician ad Alerg st

Dougl as Wate, MD.

Board CertifiedPeddariaan

501 Min Sreet » Roosevet Islad « 753-5505

Gfice Hurs
Monday & Thursday « 9am - 2p.m
Tuesday * 12 noon - 4 p.m
Wednesday & Fricays 1p.m - 5p.m

Cove age provided a dl tines, wen officeis closed, by . Ginmor by her

group, Urown Pedarics. We provi de conprehensi ve hedth care to chil dren

and adol escents. D. Ginmis dsoqaified to eva uate and treat dlergy ad
asthna in adul ts.

1590 York Avenue
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387)
or 301 East 76th Street
(212) 734-7051

$30 minimum « Free delivery
Delivery days are Wed. & Sat.
Please place orders one day in advance

Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

Cat food SPECIALS for the month of April

lams

Reg. Sale

30z All Flavors 13.29 11.99
Kitten 13.99 12.49

6oz All Flavors 18.99 16.99
Kitten 19.99 17.99

140z All Flavors 31.49 28.49
Kitten 33.49 31.49

Dry Regular L&R. Pay 14.99 for
8 Ib. & receive 10 Ib. — a 25% bonus
20Ib 29.99 26.99

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

J & M SHOE REPAIR

FAST,
EFFICIENT
COURTEOUS R? OIS © \g’e/t
Siall
Cleaners
NewSate of the At
Ory d eani ng Machi ne
To Serve You Better
758-1778 Your Nei ghbor hood d eaners

571 Min Sr eet

Ve Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

BRACES
AREN T FOREVER,
SM LES ARE!

We df er free or thodontic consultati ons to chil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosewdt

Island
Rease cdl for an appoint nent.

D. Gerald Sseder and staf f

200 W. 5th Sreet
212 757-2285

501 Min Sreet
212 752-8722




Islander’s Play in Florida

Review by Maurice Bleifeld

Boca Raton, Florida: When my wife, Belle, and | learned that fellow Idander, Milton
Marcus, had written anew play, “ The Gardens of Frau Hess,” that was opening at the Ca dwell
Theatrein nearby Boca Raton, we decided we had to seeit. Whenwe arrived there, welocated
Marcusin the crowded lobby. Heinstantly recognized our friendly facesfrom back home, and
told ushow gratified hewaswith thefavorablereviewsand the abundant attendance. Infact, he
mentioned, this particular Sat-
urday matineewas being added
to the regular performance
schedule to accommodate the
demand for tickets, since mati-
neesare normal!}/ held only on
Wednesdays and Sundays.

Thetheater itself wasindeed
filled to capacity when wetook
our seats. We just about had
time to study the stage set de-
picting the luxurious living
room of Frau Hess, when the
strains of Wagnerian music
arose, signaling the beginning
of theplay.

Frau Hess, vividly portrayed
by the experienced actress
PatriciaHodges, isseated at the
grand piano, dreamily waving
her armsintimewiththe swell-
ing music. Her reverie is
abruptly interrupted by the en-
trance of the smelly figure of a
ragged concentration camp inmate named | saac Baum (Ken Kliban). He hasbeen unceremoni-
ously plucked from “the barracks’ as he cdlls the camp, to fulfill her request for a gardener to
carefor her prized gardens. His background asauniversity professor of botany had made him
one of six unknowing candidates for the position.

Thisintroductory encounter between the unfeeling, haughty wife of Rudolph Hess, Hitler's
second-in-command, and the half-starved, defensive Jewish inmateleadsto a“ danse macabre,”
as Marcus calsit in his explanatory statement in the Playbill. The one-sided relationship be-
tween the two unveils elements of mutual rejection, emotional bonding, unthinking mental cru-
elty and interdependence.

Thisaddsup to strong stuff. Marcus hascreated avehiclefor focusing on thehuman relation-
ship between theworlds of the powerful and the helpless, between human weaknessand human
strength, and between blinding racism and intellectual rebuttal.

We arelooking forward to seeing the play again when it reaches Broadway, so we can savor
itsdeeper meanings. Marcus, however, modestly admitsthat “there are dozens of playswaiting

Jim Reams
Patricia Hodges and Ken Kliban as llse Hess and Isaac
Baum in Milt Marcus’s The Gardens of Frau Hess.

to be produced there, so I'll have to take my chances.”

PI nCh from page 1

of the smaller merchant’ sline of goods.

Residents' thousands of small buying deci-
sions— picking up agreeting card or bouguet
while on agrocery-buying trip, for example—
directly diminish the take for smaller Idand
businesses. Each small decision representsan
insignficant bump in Gristede' snumbers, and
each may be aninsignificant dent for the com-
peting merchant. But when considered cumu-
Iativ%Iy, though the purchases may amount to
a small fraction of the supermarket’s overall
business, they can cut asignificant chunk out
of the profit margin for a mom-and-pop-size
store.

Bigelow Phar macy

The “mom and pop” description doesn’t
necessarily apply to the drug store, but phar-
meaci t-proprietor John Guerraisdefinitely fed-

ing the pinch. Business is down, and he has
cut store hours, decreased hisown salary while
increasing his own hours, and has laid off the
equivalent of four employees. He' sinasweat
about thefuture.

“How could you alow thisto happen?’ he
asks, speaking of the Roosevelt | and Operat-
ing Corporation. “Why should it happenwhen
Roosevdt Idand is predicated on being acom-
munity with small businesses. To put in this
kind of megastoreisagaingt what thiscommu-
nity isabout. Twenty-oneyearsago they could
haveputin ame?astore andyouwouldn’'t have
needed the smal commercia space.”

Guerra doesn’t want to talk about how his
numbers have dropped, but he is hurting, and
heisincensed. Herecognizesthat he haslong
had to competewith themany casual purchases
made at Manhattan drug stores or on shopping
expeditions to Queens. But if he hasto close
the doors a Bigelow Chemists, the coup de
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String Group Plays Haydn Friday

River Music and the Parish of St. Francis
Cabrini will present a performance of Franz
Joseph Haydn' s Seven Last Words of Christ at
noon on Good Friday (April 10), performed
by the Bordeaux String Quartet.

The group includes Rebekah Johnson and
MiaWu, violins; LisaHefter, viola; and Scott

Ballentine, cello. The quartet wasfoundedin
1982. All itsmembershave advanced degrees
from Juilliard.

The music wasfirst performed in 1787.

The performancewill begiveninthe Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Admissionisfree.

R I CA from page 1

the only way to reform and correct the cur-
rent situation isto form anew organization
dedicated to one person one vote and equal -
ity for all —the young, the old, the disabled,
the African-American, the Latino, the Afri-
can, the Pacific Islanders, the Asian, theciti-
zens, non-citizens the White, All joined to-
gether to bring true democracy on Roosevelt
Island.” That portion of the announcement
concludes, “Not just what the few elite want
but what we all need and want.”

Linda Warren is listed as President of
RICA. The flyer includes no information
on how she was elected, or if elections are

planned. Others listed as founders include
Velez and Rademaker, Dorothy Donald,
Gwen Riles, Nagash, Patrick Uzoefune, and
LisaKnox.

Some members of the group are known to
be planning a bid, through Rademaker’s
Y oung Adult League (YAL), for a contract
under the Beacon School grant recently an-
nounced for the Island, presumably in com-
petition with the Roosevelt Island Y outh
Program, which is administered by Charlie
de Fino.

The group lists Warren's phone number
for further information: 752-1388.

grace will have been the supermarket expan-
sion. “It's not over,” he says. “There's a
gradual flow of businessin that direction, and
Gristede' sisjust getting started.

“Themerchantswerelied to,” Guerrasays.
“We weretold that this renovation was going
to be so that the store would have alarger se-
lection of food items under their own [abels,
that they could sell larger quantities of paper
towels—that sort of thing—and draw custom-
ersaway from Pathmark.

“Butintheresult, we haveastorethatishig
enough to crush five or six merchants on
Roosevelt Idand.”

At gakefor Idand residentsisthe pharmacy.
The prescription drug business, onceasignifi-
cant profit center for asmall-town druggi<t, has
been s?ueezed by managed careand controlled
pricesfor medicine sold to Socia Security re-
cipients. It'sahigh-cost trade, involving ex-
pensive stocks of costly pharmaceuticals, and
high-priced professionals to dispense them.
Morethan ever, the overall mix of salesisim-
portant to viahility, and that meansthe“HBA”
business— health and beauty aids—iscrucial.

“But he's got 2,000 square feet of my stuff
down there,” Guerra says, still speaking of
Gristede's. “HisHBA sectionisstrictly onthe
winning line: Stocked on areplacement basis,
and managed by five-dollar-an-hour help. HE's
cut the cash flow of my business, and that's
why I’'mintrouble.”

Guerra's lawyer is negotiating with RIOC
now, looking for someway toimprovethesitu-
ation for Bigelow Pharmacy. Hisdifficulties
are particular to his store, but general to many
of thesmall merchantsontheldand. Hefeels
a 20-year investment, waiting for Roosevelt

Idandtogrow, dipping away, and hefed sfrus-
trated by having no way to deal directly with
the problem.

What' stheanswer? “ Theanswer isthat the
supermarket should be a supermarket, not a
card store, not a health and beauty aids store,
not aflower shop, not adeli, not arestaurant,
not abake?/. Heshould beatraditional super-
market. |f he could make it as a traditional
supermarket, he wouldn’t have to be a
megastore.”

Uncertain Future

How it will play out — and whether it will
play out as Guerrawould wish—is probably a
matter largely inthe handsof RIOC. Bigelow
and other storesare holding on for the moment,
but some worry that the long wait for a
Southtown payoff may provefruitlessif com-
mercia space in that devel opment adds more
competition so close to the Idand’ s transpor-
tation terminals.

AsGuerraputsit, “1t' sadelicate balance.”

L etters from page 3

to and from Manhattan, be provided. We sug-

gest that the overall needs of the Roosevelt Is-

land community are paramount. Thisisafor-
mal request by the undersigned.

Al Weingein, Chair,

RIRA Tram Committee

and, by request,

RIDA, the Disabled Association

RISA, the Seniors Association

Officersof RIRA, the Resdents

Association
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STEINWAY
MOVING & STORAGIE

Local 718-278-9090 Long Distance
Packing Just 5 minutes from Main Street Overseas
Since 1926

Need extra storage space? 5x7 as low as $50 per month
1 hour free on pick up with this ad

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Classified
751-8214

WANTED - High School Physics Tutor. Call 755-5123.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY - Island resident Diana Birill.
available. (212) 759-9042

WORD PROCESSING & EDITING SERVICES — Manuscripts, curricula vitae &
resumes, theses & term papers, business correspondence, etc. Call Jacqueline at
(212) 909-6368

EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

RETIREMENT DREAM — Double-wide mobile home, adult park, Ocala, FL, Money
Magazine’s 5th most desirable place to live in the USA. Central heat-a/c, 2
baths, Ilg master bdrm, 2nd bdrm, Ig Ivrm, dinrm, famrm, many closets, screened
porch, Ig carport, utility shed. Recreational program includes clubhouse, social
hall, 2 Ig pools, tennis, shuffleboard, bocci, cards, dancing, yoga, hiking, bingo,
billiards, more. $270 lot rent includes paved & lighted streets, water, sewer,
lawn mowing, 2x/week trash pickup. $18K unfurn / $21K furn. Call owner at
352-629-5096.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE —daily or when needed by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island. Snacks, play, homework supervision. Evenings, weekend sitting also.
Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CLOSET SPECIALIST — Designs, Accessories, Installations. Double your closet
space. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214

Gift certificate
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Savings Accounts = 4.00%

with an APY of 4.06%

e ATM Cards

* Money Orders

e Cashier Checks
e Certified Checks

Roosevdt Idad s New Dedl

MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

OPEN TO ALL

Checking Accounts = 2.00%

APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts
(IRAs)

1 Year =5.75% » 2 Years =6.00% * 3 Years =6.25% * 4 Years =6.50% ¢ 5 Years=6.75%

o [ (]
* MO NAfddéltlﬂmlale S@cheSct Deposit/Payroll Deduction

e New & Used Vehicle Loans
¢ Secured and Personal Loans
* Long Distance Toll-Free Number

* Residential Mortgages
* FREE Notary Service (for members)
* Custodial Accounts

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY -« 559 MAIN STREET - (212) 643-3900

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ¢ Thursday special hours 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.
YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20

TWIN is licensed by the NWSR Limousine Commission
(Base#865)
Al drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
e HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

7

License #730671

CHRIS TV

21-16 36th Avenue
Long Island City, NY 11106
TV o Stereo ® VCR * Solid State ® Components

Free estimate
on carry-in

Sales and Service

Mon.-Sat. 9-7 718 392-7444

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

BUDGET ORI-
ENTED

TIME~SAVING

Uphol stery, 9ipcovers
Vel | paper & Fabric
Garpet & Area Rigs

Al Wndow Treat nent s
Aoor & Terrace Tiles
Lighting
Grpentry
Ki t chen Renovation
Raint & Faux A ni shes
Al Accessories
d oset [esign

Hlen Levy

Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

/751-

4

DOMINICK

CALDERONI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ACCIDENTS ¢ DIVORCE « BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES « OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

(718)

319-1400

KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCI,
LLP




