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Eldercare Plan Draws Praise,
But Blue Takes Heat on Plan to
Take Octagon Park as Its Site

Mary Stenzel

Third-grade students from PS/IS 217, Lael Freeman (Black History
Committee Chair), and her daughter, Nia Bailey, plant the Island’s first
Golden Rain Tree in front of Blackwell House on Arbor Day.  At the
ceremony, Tree Board President Maurice Bleifeld received the Tree City
USA award for the fifth year running from State Forester Michael Curley.
The program included music by the PS/IS 217 band, conducted by Gary
Mure, and a choral recitation of Joyce Kilmer’s Trees by the third-grade
classes of Joy Franjola and Debbie Lanaghan.  An Island  Tree Walk is
scheduled May 9 (see Coming Up, page 3).

More than two dozen local orga-
nizations already have signed up to
participate in the celebration of
Roosevelt Island Day June 20.  The
event falls on New York City Birth-
day Weekend, marking the centen-
nial of consolidation of the boroughs.

The observance also marks Neigh-
borhood Week as proclaimed by the
Citizens Committee for New York
City, a nonprofit organization that
helps to provide much-needed aid for
more than 12,000 volunteer efforts
throughout the city.  Saturday, June
20 will be the largest block party in
New York’s history as hundreds of
local celebrations are linked.

On Roosevelt Island, these groups
are signed up to take part in the clean-
up efforts:

Roosevelt Island Housing Man-
agement Corporation (lead sponsor),

Annette Padilla

Ready for Action:  These seven farm team players, enrolled in the
Roosevelt Island Youth Program’s instructional baseball program,
marched April 18 in the League’s season kick-off parade.  Additional
picture, scores, and more on page 7.

The Roosevelt Island Historical Society (RIHS) is
about to offer a ceramic replica of the Island’s Light-
house.  Funds raised will ben-
efit the Society and its activities.
According to RIHS Vice Presi-
dent Judith Berdy, the offering
represents “the first part of a new
outreach in our waterfront heri-
tage.”  The Lighthouse will be
reproduced in a limited edition.

Harbour Lights of El Cajon,
California, has created replicas
of dozens of America’s historic
lighthouses.

Bill Younger, founder of
Harbour Lights, will be on the
Island Tuesday, June 23, to dis-
cuss the Roosevelt Island Light-
house and his company. The
event will take place at 6:00 p.m.
at the Lighthouse, on the north-
ern tip of the Island.

“The reproduction is as exact
as it can be and most attractive.
It captures the feeling of the his-
toric structure as well as the
northern tip of the island,” says
Berdy.  “The Society is proud to
sponsor the evening with Mr.
Younger.”  RIHS was contacted

Historical Society Offers Lighthouse Replica
about Island history last year in preparation for produc-
tion of this replica, according to Berdy.

The Lighthouse replica will be
available for sale only at the
evening event, though orders can
be placed in advance, and the
replica will then be delivered at
the event.  Younger will person-
ally autograph each piece, part
of a limited edition of only a few
thousand pieces. The replica is
priced at $25; of that amount,
half will go to support RIHS.

The Island’s lighthouse was
designed by James Renwick,
who also designed the Smallpox
Hospital, at the Island’s south-
ern end, and St. Patrick’s Cathe-
dral.  It was built in 1872 by the
New York City Board of Cor-
rections and Charities. It is
scheduled to have extensive ex-
terior repair work done this
Spring, using funds provided by
an anonymous off-Island donor.

To order the lighthouse replica
in advance, residents can send a
check  payable to RIHS to PO
Box 5, Island Station, Roosevelt
Island, NY 10044.

Arbor Day Ceremony

RI Day To Coincide With
NYC’s Birthday Weekend

Rivercross Tenants Corporation,
Manhattan Park, the Disabled
Assocation, Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents Assocation, Eastwood Build-
ing Committee, Roosevelt Island Op-
erating Corporation, the Public
Safety Department, PS/IS 217, the
Parent-Teachers Association, the
Youth Program, the Artists Society,
the Historical Society, the Hispanic
Society, the Manhattan Park Alliance
of Citizens and Tenants, Boy Scouts,
Cub Scouts, Roosevelt Island Coun-
cil of Organizations, the Garden
Club, the Island’s Rainbow Coali-
tion, the Tree Board, Montauk Credit
Union, The WIRE and Community
Board 8.

To volunteer as an individual or
for a group, call Marilyn Engstler, Di-
rector of Community Relations, at
838-4747.

Marymount Manhattan
Opening Ed Center Here

Marymount Manhattan College is opening a Center for Continuing Edu-
cation courses at 507 Main Street, the space vacated in February by Mid-
Island Shoe Repair.  Classes begin this month.

Daytime classes will include T’ai Chi Chuan, Marketing Yourself Effec-
tively for the Job Search, Landscape Painting, Speaking With Confidence,
Creative Writing, Effective Business Writing, and French and Spanish for
Travelers.  Evening classes on the schedule include Photography, Drawing
and Painting and Personal Financial Planning.

Classes begin the week of May 16,
and most run about six weeks.

Marymount will hold a pair of
Open Houses at the Main Street lo-
cation on Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. and
6:30 p.m.  Marymount faculty will
be present to discuss courses and pos-
sible future offerings.

Two Island residents, Sandra
Zwerling and Sharon Bermon, are
among the faculty members who will
teach courses here.

Karen Stewart

Website NYC10044

Developers Burman and Engel, with architect
David Mammina (right), listened as residents
defended Octagon Park.

Jerome Blue

“I don’t think anybody here would
object to having your project here,
but not in our park.”

Karen Stewart, commenting on a
proposed eldercare facility which
would be sited on land currently
known as Oc-
tagon Park,
thus summed
up the views of
resident speak-
ers at a presen-
tation April 22
scheduled by
the Roosevelt
Island Operat-
ing Corpora-
tion (RIOC).
She was speak-
ing to develop-
ers from Engel/Burman, and her sum-
mary was met with lengthy applause
from the audience of residents.  She
then added, “Our passion is for our
parkland, and not against your
project.”

Shirley Margolin, until recently a
member of Community Board 8, put
it more directly:  “Octagon Park can-

not be used.”  Margolin was invok-
ing the authority of the Island’s Gen-
eral Development Plan (GDP), from
which she quoted:  “For a programed
park of City-wide importance, Octa-
gon Park is the prime candidate.  Of
all Island parks, it is the most acces-
sible...  It preserves the openness of
the site.”

The proposed 450-
unit facility, a building
285x75 feet at its base
and 25 stories tall,
would occupy the area
west of the Octagon
ruin and north of the
church near the
“prow” and pier that
jut into the East River.
The area has barbeque
grills, swings, picnic
tables, and other park
amenities.

RIOC President
Jerome Blue called the
evening meeting when only a hand-
ful of residents showed up for an ear-
lier session scheduled on short no-
tice for noon on a Tuesday.  When
RIOC Board member David Kraut
suggested “the site is unsuited be-
cause it’s within the bounds of the
ecological park,” Blue responded
with an explanation that “it is not
within the ecological park.  There is
no ecological park.  There is men-
tioned (in the GDP) developing an
ecology center...”

Blue cited a Request for Propos-
als (RFP) for waterfront develop-
ment, issued last year, as notice to
the community that the Octagon Park
area was being made available for
development proposals.  That same
RFP offered Southpoint for develop-
ment without explicitly excluding
land long understood to be reserved
for a memorial park, opposite the
United Nations, for Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt.

Longtime resident Richard C.
Wade, himself a community planner,
critized the diversion of parkland:  “If
this were the first time that RIOC has
had a surprise program, it would be
unusual, [but] the present RIOC has
never presented a rational plan for
future development.”  He character-
ized Blue’s approach as “dart-board
planning,” and said this proposal
comes “out of the blue.”  Address-

ing Blue directly, he said, “You’ve
inherited the most successful new
town this country has ever built...
Why do you want to spend so much
time tampering with a certified suc-
cess?  You were sent here to preserve
and improve Roosevelt Island – not
to change it.”

Another of the 20 residents who
spoke against reassignment of the
parkland was Kenneth Diebner, who
told Blue:  “You have become adept
at placing for-sale signs all over our
Island.  I didn’t see a for-sale sign at
Octagon Park.  How much more of
our parkland
do you intend
to swallow
up?”

Blue re-
s p o n d e d ,
“There has
been no swal-
lowing up of
parkland.  It is
in the RFP.”

To the rep-
resentatives
from Engel/
Burman, Diebner said, “You’ve been
most patient.  As you can see, we are
very proactive in our community.
We want it to remain stable.  I would
like to remind you that our residents
do have an input in what goes on, on
this island.”

It is not known whether Blue’s
plans for the park area were shared
in advance with his superiors at the
Division of Housing and Community
Renewal.  His proposed approval of
Engel/Burman as developer of
choice was tabled at the last RIOC
Board meeting.

Marmara Returns
Officer Lynda Marmara, one of

two former 114th Community Affairs
Officers, has returned to the precinct
after completing an assignment at
department headquarters, serving in
the office of the Deputy Commis-
sioner for Community Affairs.

In her current position, Marmara
will serve with Officer Susan Lowney
in crime prevention.  The pair will
specialize in informing precinct civic
organizations how their members can
keep from falling prey to those who
use common scams or larcenies.
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First, the Good News
There are so many positive things going on currently that I

will let the news columns reflect our major concerns this issue

and, as you readily will see, there are lots of those.

But, for now, I’m focusing on being the relayer of glad tid-

ings; besides, you know what sometimes happens to those who

bear bad news.

To begin with, from May 3 to 9, we celebrate Teacher Ap-

preciation Week and we certainly want to salute them.  Mother’s

Day is May 10 and don’t you forget it.

Strutting Their Stuff
There will be another edition of The Wire out before May

17, but barely, and I promised to mention RISA’s Senior Day

way in advance of that date so everyone marks the calendar

for music, food, and speakers.  As Norma Simon, RISA prexy,

reminds us:  “God willing, you all will be Seniors some day.”

Welcome Back, Lynda
One of my all-time favorite people, I’m happy to admit, is

named Lynda Marmara and that is because she is so upbeat

and has a great sense of humor.  Many Islanders knew her as

Officer Marmara when she served in the 114th Precinct, as-

signed to Community Affairs.  She’s returned (see story) and

we’ll expect her here often in her new post.

Get On Board
If you haven’t already done so, be certain to volunteer for a

role on Roosevelt Island Day, June 20 (see story).  Otherwise,

you’ll maybe miss the pleasure of bragging about

what you did that day.  One thing for sure is

that Doryne Isely, General Manager of RIHM,

can take credit for initiating the whole concept

of the annual observance last year and convinc-

ing the firm to play a major part in it then and

now.

Duty Fulfilled
While I am usually taking RIOC to task for one thing or

another, I also try to give kudos where due.  It was a relief to

see last week that the many layers of gull droppings on the

pink stonework on the pier next to Meditation Steps finally

had been removed.  Good work, maintenance crew.  Keep it up.

Or down, maybe.  That joke was for the birds, right?

Wow!
As you will see from the Blotter this issue (page 3), there

was only one incident to be reported on during the past two

weeks.  During the previous week, there were no incidents to

make the Blotter.  Amazing, isn’t it?

So ends this issue’s Good News report!

To the Editor:
The anti-Dr. Blue diatribes are

damaging your credibility. They
were so extreme that I decided to
meet the “ogre” myself.  No one, af-
ter all, could be that bad.  I found a
courteous, thoughtful, responsive hu-
man being who seems committed to
bringing life back to Roosevelt Is-
land. You or I may not agree with all
the changes, but as a community we
are adult enough to put principles
above personalities.  Snide references
to Blue’s academic standing and
hateful – unhumorous – caricatures
make us appear like a bunch of
fishwives, with apologies to the
fishwives. They also give credence
to accusations of racism, and an un-
pleasant subliminal message to
young African-Americans.  “Do not
aspire to authority.”  “Be a home boy
or be hated.”  “You do not set policy,
you serve it.”

I will support an alternative mode
of transit to Manhattan, essential to
seniors and disabled, but the tin box
on a wheely wire has been a constant
source of illness, missed auditions,
cancelled appointments, interviews,

In a letter this issue, Deirdre
McNamara takes The WIRE to task
for what she sees as diatribes against
Jerome Blue.

It’s true that The WIRE’s editorial
policy has largely been coincident
with the views of the elected repre-
sentatives on the Common Council
of the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association (RIRA).  That puts us at
odds with Blue on many issues, not
the least of which is his steadfast re-
fusal to listen to the elected resident
representatives who serve on the
Common Council of the Residents
Association.

In a private response to
McNamara, we suggested that she
check off a list, coming down on the
side of supporting or not supporting
a RIOC administration that...

...Tried to end Tramway service
after 9:45 p.m., an act which would
create a curfew for disabled and eld-
erly residents who can’t use the sub-
way.

Support?  Yes / No
...Rented out the Tramway, with-

out providing alternative transporta-
tion, during hours when schoolchil-
dren are returning from Manhattan,
thus forcing young people to use the
subway (at, incidentally, a time when
environmental conditions in the Is-
land subway station are marginal).

Support?  Yes / No
...Is trying to give away Octagon

Park for a commercial development.
(It’s for a senior residence, to be sure,
but one that could better be posi-
tioned in Southtown.)

Support?  Yes / No

...Attempts to run approval of such
a plan through the RIOC Board of
Directors after having only one noon-
time meeting to advise residents of
the plan, and giving residents notice
of the meeting that ranged from 24
hours to none.  (Many notices arrived
the day after the meeting.)

Support?  Yes / No
...Has taken action aimed at giv-

ing away the Southpoint parkland re-
served for an FDR memorial, with-
out resident consent.

Support?  Yes / No
...Circumvented longstanding rules

on grants of the Island’s (your) pub-

lic purpose monies in order to give a
large amount — against the decision
of a unanimous vote of the RIRA
Common Council — to an organiza-
tion whose promoters back him by
charging everybody on the Island
who doesn’t back him with being
“racist.”

Support?  Yes / No
...Refuses to ask New York State

for supplementary budget funds, de-
spite the fact that the State is con-
tractually obligated to provide them
to the Island until additional devel-
opment creates self-sufficiency.

Support?  Yes / No

...Tried to increase fees for
children’s use of Island playing fields
some 500%.

Support?  Yes / No
...Did increase fees for Sportspark

use — so high that a YWCA pro-
gram benefiting Island youngsters
had to be reduced drastically.

Support?  Yes / No
...Is proceeding with development

of Southtown without meaningful
input from residents, and without a
meaningful role for RIRA.

Support?  Yes / No
The list could go on, of course.  But

if you’re satisfied that such an admin-
istration should be supported, you
may find yourself comfortable back-
ing Jerome Blue’s RIOC or passively
assenting to its activities.

If, on the other hand, you are un-
comfortable with moves such as
those listed above, but find yourself
giving passive assent to what Blue is
doing to Roosevelt Island, then you
may still count yourself among his
supporters.  Silence is welcome as-
sent, indeed.

But if you’re among those who
actively oppose moves like these,
defending this community against a
feudal tyranny that appears to know
no bounds, then The WIRE has com-
mon cause with you – even if, at
times, we seem to be a bit strident or
to engage is what reader McNamara
calls a “diatribe.”  We see The
WIRE’s editorial policy far differ-
ently, of course.  It’s very simple:

We are for the community and its
people.

Period.

etc. Commuters have enjoyed a dif-
ferent service.  The tram staff are
mostly great, and I don’t want to see
them unemployed, but I have been
stranded too many times by unsched-
uled maintenance runs, storms, etc.
etc. (Not however, since Dr. Blue’s
appointment.)  A ferry or hovercraft
connecting us with Throgs Neck or
other reaches, or simply making a
triangular run – Gracie Park, the
Heliport, the UN and back to base
might be more practical.

Why is Dr. Blue selected for such
heinous treatment?  Previous RIOC
administrators have embezzled large
sums of money, completely sup-
pressed and denied Sport Billy’s of-
fer of Olympic Training programs for
our children with a $1.6 million in-
vestment in Sports Park, destroyed
our beautiful trees and kept Public
Purpose funds a dark and dirty se-
cret, but are still upheld as icons of
integrity.  We can do better.

Deirdre McNamara
Editor’s note:  The WIRE is un-
aware of any proof of
McNamara’s allegations regard-
ing past RIOC administrators.

To the Editor:
The recent “Eye on the Isle” bul-

letin (sponsored by a small but well-
known vocal group) has really lost
its way.  There has been a smearing
of reputations, character assassina-
tion, deliberate distortions of the
truth, using the “seniors card” as a
hideous pawn to obfuscate the true
facts – all in an attempt to create a
social divide.

It is my belief that most members
of the Roosevelt Island community
understand that.  I therefore think it
is unnecessary to refute all of their
“facts.”  But their false representa-
tion and outright lies are racist and I
take issue with that.  Among those
sharply singled out was myself.

I have faith in the Island commu-
nity to distinguish truth from false
representations.

We in RIRA are honest people,
sincerely devoted to the community
and working for its best interests.

I would like to close on a more
personal note.  I have always stood
on the principles of morality, ethics,
integrity and good will, and as my
father used to say: “To God and to
People.”

You be the judge.
Al Weinstein

*Request for Proposals

*
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listing Island events here.

Sat.-Tue., May 2-5, Main Street Teenage Theatre, Into the Woods by Stephen Sondheim and James
Lapine.  Sat., 3:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.; Sun., 3:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.; Mon. & Tue., 7:30 p.m.  Reservations
& information, 371-4449.

Sun., May 3, 10:00 a.m., Meeting of Roosevelt Island Art Association, 546 Main Street, 12th floor.
Live model session.  421-5939.

Tue., May 5, Marymount Manhattan Continuing Education Open House.  Two sessions, 11:00
a.m. and 6:30 p.m., announcing the start of classes on Roosevelt Island.  507 Main Street.   For informa-
tion, call 517-0564.

Wed., May 6, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting, Good Shepherd Chapel.
Thur., May 7, organizational meeting for Where We Stand, a residents organization, 8:00 p.m.,

Rivercross Community Room.  Information:  758-8634.
Sat., May 9, New York Junior Tennis League Parents Day.  Information:  486-1997.
Sun., May 10 - Sun., May 24, Library closed in preparation for takeover by New York Public Library.
Thur., May 14, 10:00 a.m., meeting of the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating

Corporation, Good Shepherd Chapel.  To address the Board, register in
advance by calling 832-4540.

Fri.-Sat., May 15-16, next scheduled issue of The Main Street WIRE.
Deadlines:  Advertising in the paper, Fri., May 8; decision on stuffers for
The Bag, Mon., May 11.  Future issues May 29, and generally every two
weeks until summer; summer schedule at least every three weeks but possi-
bly more frequently.  Unscheduled extra editions may be published as news
and advertising support warrant; advertisers who would like to be included
in one or more extra editions, without warning, are invited to call 826-9055
to make their interest known.  Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-
2540; phone/fax for advertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax for events, 317-8523.

Fri.-Mon., May 15-18, Main Street Children’s Theatre, Annie, musical play by Strouse & Charnin.
Fri. & Mon. at 7:30 p.m., Sat. & Sun. at 3:00 p.m.  For information, call  the theater at 371-4449.

Sat., May 16, Classes start in Marymount Manhattan’s Island Continuing Education program.  For
information, brochure, or to register:  517-0564

Mon., June 1, Training and Development classes start at the Young Adult League.  Classes in use
of computers free to those age 18-
25 (fee for other ages).  Registra-
tion at 599 Main Street.  Infor-
mation:  813-9406.

Sat., June 20, Roosevelt Is-
land Day.  Clean-up and enter-
tainment activities all day.  To get
involved, call 838-4747.

Tue., June 23, 6:00 p.m., De-
but Presentation of Renwick
Lighthouse Collectible, Light-
house Park, sponsored by
Roosevelt Island Historical Soci-
ety.  The replica will be available
at a cost of $25 at the event.
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At the Senior Center
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Stay Well (Exercise), Mondays 10-11 a.m., Wednesdays 9:30-10 a.m.
English as a Second Language (ESL), Beginner, Mondays 11-12.
ESL, Intermediate, Mondays 12 noon-1:00 p.m.
Bingo, Tuesdays 1:30 p.m.
English Classes, Mon. 12-1 p.m., Wed. 9:30-10 a.m., Fri. 10-11 a.m.
Arts & Crafts, Mon. 12:45-2:30 p.m.
Movie, Thursdays 12:30 p.m.

Scheduled activities & events:
Fri., May. 8, 1:00 p.m., Birthday and Mother’s Day Celebration

RIOC
Blotter

The Public Safety Blotter is no
longer supplied directly to The
WIRE by the Public Safety De-
partment.  It is now controlled
and issued by RIOC.  Narratives
are printed here as received
from RIOC; there has been no
independent opportunity to re-
view the incident reports or over-
all statistics first-hand.  During
the period shown, if you wit-
nessed or were party to an
incident not included here,
please call The WIRE at
826-9056.

Patrick Stewart

RIOC provided the following list of
Public Safety actions Wednesday
afternoon, April 29, covering April 15-
30.  No report was provided for April
14.  (The last Blotter, in The WIRE’s
April 18 issue, covered April 1-13.)

April 15 - April 30, 1998
4/24, Petit Larceny, 524 Main St.

Resident left his mountain bicycle
unchained and unattended in front of
the library.  Upon returning five min-
utes later, he discovered the bicycle
was gone.  PSD searched area with
negative results.  A NYPD report was
prepared.

Tree Walk May 9
The Roosevelt Island Tree Board

will hold its annual Spring Tree Walk
next Saturday (May 9), at 10:00 a.m.
The Walk will start at Blackwell
House under the guidance of State
Forester Michael Curley, who will
identify the trees along the route and
elaborate on their ecological features.

Maurice Bleifeld, Chair of the Tree
Board, will describe steps by which
the Island was awarded the Tree City
USA designation by the National
Arbor Day Foundation.

There is no charge for admission
to the Tree Walk.

Take Your Daughter To Work Day, 1998

Our Day in Court
by Maddie Kaplan and Elle Kross

We went to a program at New York State Supreme Criminal Court for
“Take Your Daughter To Work Day” with Maddie’s father Kenny.  He is a
Court Clerk.  There were about 70 children in the program.   Boys were

invited for the day also.
There were speeches

made by the Chief
Clerk, Administrative
Judge, a Law Secretary,
an Assistant District At-
torney and a Defense
Attorney.  They talked
about what they do in
the courtroom.  We
were shown two bullets
that were evidence in a
murder case.

We sat in on a real at-
tempted murder trial.
The defendant was ac-
cused of stabbing a
man.  It was over a traf-
fic argument.  The doc-
tor who treated the vic-
tim showed pictures of
the wounds and stitches.
It was very ugly.  We
found out later that the
defendant was found
not guilty.

All the kids in the program got to take over a courtroom for a mock trial
where all the parts were played by the children.  We also had a great pizza
party.  At the end of the day everyone was given a “Take Your Daughter To
Work Day” certificate, a New York State Court Hat and a crossword puzzle
with court terms in it.  We know a lot more about our courts now.

Sandra Martin-Smith
Elle Kross, 9, and Maddie Kaplan, 10, with
Maddie’s father, Ken.

In keeping with my severe case of Spring Fever, I want to hop around to
several topics this issue.  We’ve certainly had a “real” Spring this year, and
I for one, have enjoyed the long transition. Although I’m impatient for con-
sistently warm weather, I’m grateful not to have been dropped into the middle
of July before May begins.

It’s good to see the kids on the plaza - mostly all the same faces, all a little
taller, all a little more agile.  Any given twenty minutes out there will teach
you how fully we are an adjunct to the UN – multi-racial, multi-national,
multilingual but with a universal glee to be chasing a ball in the sun with our

jackets off.
The same twenty minutes will also give

you a real understanding of how hard the
UN’s job really is.  Trying to get a group
of toddlers to cooperate is wholly against
human nature.  You come away from the
experience wondering why there’s any
peace at all in any society. Clearly “I, me,
mine” are the first concepts to see light
in the human mind.

How hard it is to change that thinking
to “We.”

Although it is a clearly and repeatedly demonstrated fact that cooperation
is the basis of all society, that no group of people can survive without it,
there have always been, and perhaps always will be, individuals who are
determined to take more than their fair share.  That’s why it becomes so
important that we agree to live in a society of laws.  Laws that are applicable
to everyone, fairly and evenly.  Laws that no one
is above.

It all comes back to “Don’t hit,” “Put that down,
it’s not yours,” “Give Jimmy back his ball,”  “You
had a turn, now it’s my turn.”

Both the “We” concept and the Rule of Law
had a good run for their money recently at the
Community Meeting regarding the Eldercare
Project that RIOC has tried to plunk down on what
little parkland we have remaining to us.  It was a
fine community turnout, and the residents were so
well armed with facts, and so persuasive with their
logic that I thoroughly believe the Developers got
the message, although, of course, RIOC did not.

It’s a fine project, but it belongs on commercial
land, and not in our parks.

Suggestions were made to place it in Southtown
or perhaps on the footprint of the old City Hospi-
tal (south of Goldwater and north of the ruin).
We’ll certainly keep an eye on what’s next.

The newly-formed RIRA Public Safety Committee is off to a great start
with plans for a Citizen Patrol with assistance from the 114th Precinct.

The Boy Scouts are still homeless at RIOC’s insistence, and their long-
held meeting space is still empty, of course.

YAL has been noted to further the distribution of the clearly racist (and
slanderous) Eye on the Isle newsletter, which is patently against the laws of
their Public Benefit Corporation Charter, and against the regulations of the
usage of Public Purpose Funds.

I guess RIOC hasn’t noticed.
Well, that’s our job, yours and mine, to bring those things to RIOC’s

attention which are bad for the community, bad for the residents, bad for the
children, bad for the spirit of “We” and, sometimes just plain against the law
as forcefully as we know how.

Website NYC10044

This vendor stood among his colorful marionettes at the recent Flea
Market fund-raiser sponsored by the Roosevelt Island Disabled
Association and the Roosevelt Island Seniors Assocation.
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STOP YOUR
FOOT PAIN

NOW
ExperExperExperExperExpert Ft Ft Ft Ft Foot Caroot Caroot Caroot Caroot Care in e in e in e in e in YYYYYour Homeour Homeour Homeour Homeour Home

DrDrDrDrDr. P. P. P. P. Paul Betscaul Betscaul Betscaul Betscaul Betscharharharharharttttt, a Board Certified Podiatrist, is
making house calls in your area.  Dr. Betschart has

received the highest level of  training in his specialty.
He continually expands his expertise through
continued education and clinical research.  Dr.

Betschart is actively involved in the education of
students and doctors at several teaching hospitals.  He

uses the most advanced techniques for the relief  of
Heel PHeel PHeel PHeel PHeel Pain, Ingain, Ingain, Ingain, Ingain, Ingrrrrrooooown Nails, Nail Fungus, Corwn Nails, Nail Fungus, Corwn Nails, Nail Fungus, Corwn Nails, Nail Fungus, Corwn Nails, Nail Fungus, Corns andns andns andns andns and

Callouses, Bunions, Hammer Callouses, Bunions, Hammer Callouses, Bunions, Hammer Callouses, Bunions, Hammer Callouses, Bunions, Hammer TTTTToooooes, Injuries andes, Injuries andes, Injuries andes, Injuries andes, Injuries and
Diabetic FDiabetic FDiabetic FDiabetic FDiabetic Foot Proot Proot Proot Proot Proboboboboblemslemslemslemslems.  Let his gentle hands help

your tender feet todatodatodatodatodayyyyy.

Call TTTTTodaodaodaodaodayyyyy For Your FFFFFrrrrreeeeeeeeee
Initial In-Home Consultation

Most Insurance plans, including MedicarMedicarMedicarMedicarMedicareeeee, accepted

212 995-1500
Call todaCall todaCall todaCall todaCall todayyyyy

FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

BRABRABRABRABRACESCESCESCESCES
AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!
WWWWWe offe offe offe offe offer free orer free orer free orer free orer free orthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to chil-hil-hil-hil-hil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Rooseveltveltveltveltvelt

Island.Island.Island.Island.Island.
Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call for an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staff
200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street

212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285
501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street

212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722

One Free
Driving Lesson

(30 minutes) with purchase of a driving package

• Free door-to-door pickup •
• Modern training techniques • Cars for road test •
• Road testing appointments • One-hour lessons •

• Practice road tests • Package deals •
• Highway lessons • Pay as you go •
• Special care to nervous drivers •
Don’t forget to ask for your free
30-minute driving lesson with

purchase of any of our driving packages

CARSAN AUTO SCHOOL
2805 Astoria Blvd. • Astoria, NY 11102

LICENSED BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
SE HABLA ESPANOL

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL ANYTIME
718-956-7100

Pager:  1 (917) 422-7955
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RooseRooseRooseRooseRoosevelt Island’velt Island’velt Island’velt Island’velt Island’s Nes Nes Nes Nes New Dealw Dealw Dealw Dealw Deal
MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN TTTTTO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALL

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)
1 Year = 5.85% • 2 Years = 6.00% • 3 Years = 6.25%

YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

Additional Services

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY � 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. • Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.

363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http:/ /www.montauk-cu.com

Savings Accounts = 4.00%
with an APY of 4.06%

Checking Accounts = 2.00%
APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

• ATM Cards
• Money Orders
• Cashier Checks
• Certified Checks

• MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
• New & Used Vehicle Loans
• Secured and Personal Loans
• Long Distance Toll-Free Number

• Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction
• Residential Mortgages
• FREE Notary Service (for members)
• Custodial Accounts

S T E I NWAY

MOVING & STORAGE
7 1 8 - 2 7 8 - 9 0 9 07 1 8 - 2 7 8 - 9 0 9 07 1 8 - 2 7 8 - 9 0 9 07 1 8 - 2 7 8 - 9 0 9 07 1 8 - 2 7 8 - 9 0 9 0

Just 5 minutes from Main Street
Since 1926

Need extra storage space?  5x7 as low as $50 per month
1 hour free on pick up with this ad

Local
Packing

Long Distance
Overseas

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

Celebrate Mom!

There’s nothing like Mom’s cooking...
Nothing in this world.

But in the season of Mother’s Day,
what better way to thank Mom

for all she’s done in the kitchen –
than by getting her out of it.

Bring Mom to Trellis for dinner.

752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Marymount Manhattan’sMarymount Manhattan’sMarymount Manhattan’sMarymount Manhattan’sMarymount Manhattan’s
Continuing Education ProgramContinuing Education ProgramContinuing Education ProgramContinuing Education ProgramContinuing Education Program

comes to

Roosevelt IslandRoosevelt IslandRoosevelt IslandRoosevelt IslandRoosevelt Island
(507 Main Street)

A sampling of exciting classes:A sampling of exciting classes:A sampling of exciting classes:A sampling of exciting classes:A sampling of exciting classes:

Classes begin May 16

Come to our free Open HouseCome to our free Open HouseCome to our free Open HouseCome to our free Open HouseCome to our free Open House
and meet the facultyand meet the facultyand meet the facultyand meet the facultyand meet the faculty

Tues., May 5
11:00 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.

Information:  (212) 517-0564517-0564517-0564517-0564517-0564
Call for a brochure or to registerCall for a brochure or to registerCall for a brochure or to registerCall for a brochure or to registerCall for a brochure or to register

• ESL
• Spanish
• French
• Business Writing
• and more

• Photography
• Public Speaking
• Landscape Painting
• Personal Financial

Planning

GreatGreatGreatGreatGreat
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DOMINICK

CALDERONI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ACCIDENTS � DIVORCE � BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES � OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
 OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

(718)

319-1400
KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCI, LLP

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
UpholsterUpholsterUpholsterUpholsterUpholsteryyyyy,,,,, Slipco Slipco Slipco Slipco Slipcovvvvvererererersssss

WWWWWallpaallpaallpaallpaallpaper & Fper & Fper & Fper & Fper & Faaaaabrbrbrbrbricicicicic
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All All All All All WWWWWindoindoindoindoindow w w w w TTTTTrrrrreaeaeaeaeatmentstmentstmentstmentstments
Floor & Floor & Floor & Floor & Floor & TTTTTerrace errace errace errace errace TilesTilesTilesTilesTiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenoKitchen RenoKitchen RenoKitchen RenoKitchen Renovvvvvaaaaationtiontiontiontion
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Finishesaux Finishesaux Finishesaux Finishesaux Finishes

All All All All All AccessorAccessorAccessorAccessorAccessoriesiesiesiesies
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented

Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LeEllen LeEllen LeEllen LeEllen Levyvyvyvyvy
InterInterInterInterInterior Decoraior Decoraior Decoraior Decoraior Decoratortortortortor

531 Main Str531 Main Str531 Main Str531 Main Str531 Main Streeteeteeteeteet

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm, M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D.....
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

Douglas Waite, M.D.Douglas Waite, M.D.Douglas Waite, M.D.Douglas Waite, M.D.Douglas Waite, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office HoursOffice HoursOffice HoursOffice HoursOffice Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Tuesday • 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed, by Dr. Grimm or by her group,
Uptown Pediatrics.  We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC

**Dental Insurance Accepted Towards Payment**

501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
752-8722



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificate available.
(212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  212-935-7510.  Beeper 1-917-483-
1020

FOR SALE – HEATED 2-BEDROOM CABIN, Catskill foothills.  2.75 hours from GWB.  2
wooded acres surrounded by 110 acres woods & farmland.  Private.  Fabulous views.
$29,500.  Phone 753-0678 or Century21 518/234-3997.

MALE NON-SMOKER, professional mid-thirties wants a room to let with kitchen privileges.
Prefer private bath.  Well-traveled, London-educated.  (212) 642-8841.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance and
theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Daily or when needed by long-term resident on Roosevelt Island.
Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend sitting also.  Eugenie “Another
Mother” (212) 223-0157
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1590 York Avenue
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387)

or 301 East 76th Street
(212) 734-7051

$30 minimum • Free delivery
Delivery days are Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

MOUNT TOM
DAY CAMP

Thank you for your continued trust.
Just limited availability for Summer 1998.

Serving Roosevelt Island children
for many wonderful summers.

914-636-8130
4 Mount Tom Road

New Rochelle, NY  10805
Direct service, just 30 minutes from R.I.

Classified 751-8214

Minor Division
W L T

Yankees 2 0
Orioles 1 1
Angels 0 1 1
Braves 0 1 1

Scores
Braves 3, Angels 3
Yankees 4, Orioles 3
Yankees 10, Braves 8
Angels 5, Orioles 7

Major Division
W L T

Angels 2 0
Braves 2 0
Yankees 0 2
Orioles 0 2

Scores
Braves 7, Yankees 3
Yankees 7, Braves 11
Angels 4, Orioles 3
Orioles 7, Angels 3

The WIRE’s sports reporter
position is open.  If you’re
interested in handling this
valuable volunteer contribution
to the Roosevel t  Is land
community, or would like to
propose a candidate, please
call 826-9055.

Game Action
In the Minors the Yankees, managed by Jim “Yogi”

Armanakis, have jumped out to an early lead, beating the Ori-
oles, 4 to 3, and the Braves, 10 to 8.  The Yankees depended on
key hits from Dennis Perezic and Vic White to lead them to
victory.

In the Majors the Braves and the Angels, both with strong
pitching, are tied in an early season battle.  The Angels have
gotten strong pitching from Brandon Steuber and Roger Eckstein
and are led by Julio “Slick” Alvarado. The Braves are depend-
ing on the strong arm of Devon Epps and the timely hitting of
Alex Kramer and the slick fielding of center fielder Jason Fell.
Carl “Buzz Lightyear” Crews, the manager of the Braves, thinks
his rookie season might be a good one.

Island Little League
In Its 23rd Season

The Youth Program’s Little League held its 23rd Annual
Opening Day Saturday, April 18.  Special guests, City
Councilmember Gifford Miller and Island sports booster Lou
Carbonetti, threw out the first balls for the season.  Some 200
residents lined Main Street to cheer on their daughters, sons,
and neighbors.

This year over 200 young men and women, ages 5 to 18, will
play baseball in the Roosevelt Island Youth Program, making
this the largest turnout for baseball in ten years.  Fourteen teams
will play ball on the Island and in various leagues around the
city.

A schedule for the season is available from Annette Padilla
at 935-3645.

Annette Padilla

First ball of the season:  City Councilmember Gifford Miller (standing) and Islander Lou
Carbonetti (pitching) threw out the first balls of the 1998 baseball season Saturday, April
18, after the annual Little League Parade.

Video Express
(212) 752-3456

1093 2nd Avenue
(bet. 57th and 58th St.)

Dial the HOTLINE for newest releases

752-8333

Store hours:  Sun.-Thur. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m.-midnight

The ONLY video store in Manhattan
that delivers to you

Free pick-up & delivery
Free Membership

Roosevelt Island Delivery Time:  7 p.m. daily

2 Free Rentals
with new membership
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Full page ad from
Aetna


