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Saturday Ceremony

Island’s Library Becomes Branch
Of New York Pub//c L/brary System

Amid the kind of pomp and cer-
emony more common in thetowns
and villages of the Midwest,
Roosevelt Islanders last Saturday
celebrated the friendly takeover of
the Community Library asthe 85th
branch of the New Y ork Public Li-
brary (NY PL) system.

Following a Main Street parade
from Manhattan Park to Good
Shepherd Plaza, those who had
worked Ion? and hard to put the
Island’ sfacility into the City’ ssys-
tem made speeches congratul ating
the community and one another on
the achievement.

Singled out for high praise were
City Councilmember Gifford Miller
and State Assemblymember Pete
Grannis, each of whom had arranged
significant appropriationsof City and
State funds over the years. Those
improvements upgraded and ex-
panded the Library to prepareit for
Saturday’s move into the biggest
league of librarydom.

Also cited by several speakers
were the volunteer efforts of many
Idanders, with specia noticefor the
recent president of the Roosevelt Is-
land Community Literary Associates
(RICLA), David Bauer, whoworked
much of the past year to sweep away
variousbarriersto completion of the
two-decade-long effort to bring an
NYPL branch to Roosevelt Idand.
NYPL President Paul LeClerc, for
example, described Bauer as“aman

Website NYC10044

At the Finish Line. Asthe Island’s Library became part of the New York Public Library System, a ceremonial
ribbon was cut at the Library doors. Participants (left to right) include Norman Holman, Director of NYPL's
branch libraries, Lawrence Kapture, the NYPL-assigned Branch Librarian for Roosevelt Island; David Bauer,
President Emeritus of Roosevelt Island Community Literary Associates (RICLA), which shepherded the library
through its pre-NYPL years; C. Virginia Fields, Manhattan Borough President; Councilmember Gifford Miller;
current RICLA President Ivens V Stanton; NYPL President Paul LeClerc (assisted by his son, Adam), and
Assemblymember Pete Grannis. More photos, page 6.

since | took office.” He credited
City council Speaker Peter
Vallone, saying the Council

who really knows how
to use e-mail” to keep

Speaker’ sstrong sup-
port “madeit possible

thingsmoving. Library Hours | for the Roosevelt Is-
LeClerctold theau- 308-6243 land Library to
dience in Good Monday 12-8 prosper.” (Vallone,

Shepherd Plaza that
Roosevelt Iland’ sLi-
brary is “joining the
most ad\_/an?ed, most
aggressively posi-
tioned library in the

Tuesday 12-6
Wednesday 12-8
Thursday 10-6
Friday 12-6
Saturday 12-5
Sunday closed

who had been sched-
uled to speak, was
unable to attend the
ceremony becauseof a
death in his family.)
Miller noted that

world,” inwelcoming

the Island branch on behalf of

NY PL’s 2,500 staff members.
City Councilmember Gifford

Miller told the crowd, “Thishasto

rank as one of the greatest days

Assemblymember Pete
Grannis arranged a State appropria-
tion of $260,000 for shelving,
furniture, and other updates of the
original furnishings of the library.
Manhattan Borough President C.

inside: Graffiti Vandals Caught .-

The Island’s Lighthouse

is getting a face lift and
lantern, courtesy of
Friends of Roosevelt
Island Landmarks.
Pictures and story, page 7.

VirginiaFieldscommented thet “ Pete
put thisontheradar screen and never
let usforgetit.” Shepresented aproc-
lamation to the new President of
RICLA, lvensV Stanton, celebrat-
ing thelibrary’ strandition to its new
statusasan NY PL branch.

Bauer, inan emotiona speech near
theend of theceremony inthe Plaza,
paid tribute to the many Idand resi-
dents who made the Community
Library their special project over the

See Library, page 6

July 4

Fireworks

Tickets will go on sale Friday,
June 19, for thisyear’ s viewing of
the Macy’ s Fireworks from South-
point. They'll beavailable, at $15
per person, at RIOC (9:00 am. to
5:00 p.m.), and at the Tram booth
in Manhattan.

On July 4, the gate will open at
5:00 p.m.

RIOC Avoids
June Vote on
Southpoint
Hotel Project

Board Will Meet in
July, May Vote Then

RIOC' s June Board meeting was
canceled.

Faced with strong and vocal op-
position by Island residents to
commercial devel opment of South-
point, and with reservations about
the project among State officialsre-
sponsible for the Island, the
Roosevelt Iland Operating Corpo—
ration canceled the Board meeting
that would have considered the
matter.

According to sources who asked
not to be named, the State Division

Audit Faults RIOC
On Hiring, Planning

page 6

of Housing and Community Renewal
(DHCR) called RIOC President
Jerome Blue to a meeting Wednes-
day, May 27 —the same day he made
an evening presentation to the com-
munity on the matter —and told him
the matter was to be “tabled.” Un-
der RIOC' soperating rules, atabled
matter cannot be voted upon without
first being removed fromthetablein
one meeting, then voted on in an-
other, atwo-month process. Tabling
isaparliamentary movewidely con-
sidered an effective way to kill a
proposal.

A vote on the Southpoint
proposal had been on the agenda
for this week’s meeting, and it
presumably will be up for
consideration at the next meeting,
scheduled for 10:00 am. Thursday,

See RIOC, page 6

Volunteers Making Valuable
Contributions at Island School

by Anusha Shrivastava
a Kabir, an island resident, has put in over
eighty hours of work at PS/IS 217 in the past few

Rok

agodsend.”

months. Sheis not paid for her effort and not many
people get to hear her name. Sheis one of agroup of

21 community-minded volunteers at the school who
tutored children or helped in the library, lunchroom
or school officein the past school year. Armed witha
degreein child education from the University of Mary-
land, her visa status does not alow her to work for
pay, but she wants to “contribute in some way. My
children are studying in thisschool for free so theleast
| can do is help out,” she says with atwinkle in her

e.

Linda Kanfi isthe teacher whose 24 kindergartners
benefit from Rokeya’ spresence. Shesays, “It'sabig
help having her here. She's a breath of fresh air.”

Rokeya reads to her class.
Gene Sch
Chow’s Gr

port some of these children need.

iro, a retired accountant, tutors Peter
e 5 and Grade 6 math students.
another adult, another trained eye watching over my
students, and he provides the extra attention and sup-
| want him back

“He's

next year,” pleads Chow. “A qualified, patient volun-
teer with adesire to work with children, like Gene, is

See Volunteers, page 6

Rokeya Kabir and her sons, Mushfig and Amit

Put Your Business Card in the July

4 WIRE

Do it to promote your business or service, or just to support your community newspaper — See page 3
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Pages of Opinion

Which Green
Shall We Choose?

If you go searching for the soul of a great city, you will
find that soul living in its parks.

In each case, the existence of such a park is the mark
of an enlightened decision by the best minds of the body
politic, or by a wise benefactor. Such a decision flows
from a profound understanding that not all value is ex-
pressed in price. It arises from a vision, not a balance
sheet.

In giving a city its soul, those who create parks also
serve the human soul, which is renewed by the serenity
of green, and open space, and clean air, and clear sky.

And thus we come to the question of Roosevelt Island
and the future of its undeveloped areas. And we must
ask: Is the City of New York about to lose one of its last
great opportunities to make such an enlightened decision?
Are some of its last remaining and most beautiful
parklands about to be written into a commercial balance
sheet in the cause of making Roosevelt Island “self-suffi-
cient?”

If it is, we say, “Shame, shame!”

Is Central Park “self-sufficient?”

We come, in fact, to the question of planning, and we
are moved to put a straightforward yes/no query to those
who would make Octagon Park or Southpoint Park a line
item on the income portion of a budget. This is the query:
Isn’t it a good idea to think through the uses of open space,
and to make plans to preserve and enhance it?

If Jerome Blue, George Pataki, and Alfonse D’Amato
answer, “No, it is not a good idea to do such planning,”
then they are asking us to surrender to the worst conse-
quences of commercial greed, and asking us to excuse
elected government from its

responsibility to consider _
the lessons of experi _ | Jim Bowser
perience has returned
asking us to dismiss the | from his
value of gentle contempla- hospital stay
& pla and is
tion of how we shall treat | recuperating.
our resources. ?é?u‘fﬁr']t%\;i'ﬁl
But if Blue, Pataki, and | return next
D’Amato would answer, | 'SSU¢

“Yes, planning is a good
idea,” then they need say no more, for the thinking and
planning have been done, and they are in the public
record. No matter: With or without the thinking of over
two decades that has universally endorsed the use of this
Island’s open space for parks, and putting aside the fool-
hardy quest for commercial proposals for such open space,
we believe there is a simple, quiet answer to any ques-
tion about Roosevelt Island’s open spaces:
They are an opportunity to enrich the soul of our City.
How they are used will speak to those living in a fu-
ture time of the humanity of our minds, and the quality
of our souls, in this time and place.
They are our gifts to the future.
They are our parks.
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At Last...

A two-decade pregnancy,
but worth the wait.

[ etters

TotheEditor:

Thesearetheremarks| would have
made if | had been informed of the
meeting on South Point. Perhaps |
should not be surprised sincethe no-
tice of the elderly hearing in
mid-April camein the mail on May
4" My neighbors, aslong-timeresi-
dents on the Island, made the
compelling case againgt Dr. Blue's
fantasy. Y et | think maybe these ob-
servations are relevant.

“This proposal, as Dr. Blue well
knows, representsthe core of the op-
ponents of the Idand 25 years ago.
Everyonethenknew that if theldand
wereopento developersthat it would
become just a fancier expansion of
the East Side. Buttheprevailingidea
was that New York City and State
had an opportunity to do something
no one else had ever done—create a
community of mixed middle and
lower incomesof every raceimagin-
able, of the young and old, of the
healthy and infirm. It hasbeen are-
sounding SUCCEeSs recoghized every
where except by RIOC whose gen-

g
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eral view isthat the experiment has
failed and what it needs now are the
very developers who were turned
back a quarter of a century ago.

“Let us make it clear. Dr. Blue,
wewere hereyearsago, we are here
now, and we will be here after you
aregone. Why doyou persistinmak-
ing Irresponsible proposals whose
consequencesyou want to saddleon
the Idand you scarcely know, and
will be long gone before they even
begin? Why not genuinely consult
the residents who will have to live
with your cockamamie ideas, none
of which will ever be built?’

The Idanders have spent two de-
cades, without subsidies, creating a
library that has become a branch of
the New York Public Library. Yet
you never showed up for the cer-
emony which included all of the
locally elected officials, to say noth-
ing of Idanderswho built theLibrary.

Everyone noted your absence.
But, quitefrankly, | didn't missyou

abhit.
Richard C. Wade

15land

Hello 1 am.in first grade and my name.is Nikola.
And | will tell'you why I'like' Roosevelt Island. |
like my school because we could learn to write
and read and other projects like to learn how
plants grow, and who was the first man to walk
on the moon. So it was Armstrong you know.
Plus I'am learning about planets. So | was
saying the‘trams are very nice at night time
because when I'look down-where the train
tracks are, they look so big. And people could
you please read my story. Now | want to tell
about me. One day | planted a plant to make
RooseveltIsland nice. And | live on-Roosevelt

Island with-my-family:
Clean. L)

I want:Roosevelt Island

by Nikola Gak

“Too many ads!”

Actually, not nearly enough.

Every newspaper hasto be con-
cerned, at somelevel, withtheratio
between advertising and non-ad
matter. Thisrather parochial topic
arises in this issue of The WIRE
because, as a scan of our eight
pages will reveal, sale of ad space
is down — and down seriously.

We' re hoping to make up adefi-
cit in revenue through our Great
July 4 Business Card | ssue—an op-
portunity for Islanders who
welcome the appearance of this
newspaper at their doors each fort-
night to lend some support.

Meanwhile, itisuseful tolook at
why advertising space sales are
down.

As we noted in a feature story
someweeksback, thelsland’ seco-
nomic mix has changed with the
appearance of the megastorein the
parking garage. Not only does
Gristede’s not advertise in The
WIRE (itsowner isin acontinuing
fit of pique that his store did so
badly in our Comparison Shopper

island
observer

feature, which heclaimswasrigged
and everybody who compares
pricesknowswas nhot), but the store
has so damaged cash flow at other
Island stores that some have
dropped out of these pages:
Bigelow Pharmacy and the Bakery
are notable examples.

Of course, some Island busi-
nesses have never taken advantage
of the opportunity to thank mem-
bers of the community for their
patronage by supporting their com-
munity newspaper. Chase Bank,
for example, hasturned away al re-
quests — after some stalling —with
an explanation that “We don’t ad-
vertise individual branches.”
That' sonereasonwhy TheWIRE's
accounts are now at Montauk
Credit Union, and others have
moved their accounts, aswell.

To be financially viable, The
WIRE must be 50% advertising, on
average, particularly when the pa-
per is only eight pages. For its
long-term health, we' ve set agoal
of getting it up to a regular 12
pages, with six pages of ads, as
soonaspossible. At 12 pages, there
isadditional expense, but costsare
offset somewhat by lower per-page
press costs.

If you're moved to complain
“Too many ads!” — please don't.
Instead, when you patronize them,
thank those merchants who do ad-
vertise for supporting the only
newspaper that bringsyou news of
Roosevelt Island on a regular ba-
sis.

M eantime, please consider
publishing your businesscardin
theJuly 4issue. If youand enough
other Island residents participate,
it could provide a valuable cush-
ion against the next time we're
short onthelife-sustaining adsthat

keep us going. DL

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters
to the Editor, to the commu-
nity, and to/from officials, and
will consider publication on a
Name Withheld basis, but the
writer's name, address, and
telephone number must be
provided. Preferred meth-
ods of submission:
IBM-compatible 3.5-inch
floppy disk (any word-
processing software) left at
531 Main Street for The
WIRE; by ASCII text e-malil
(72260.20@ compuserve.com); or
tyPed, double-spaced copy
left at 531 Main Street or
faxed to (212) 755-2540.
Clearly handwritten letters
will be considered. We
cannot take dictation of
letters by telephone. All
letters are subject to
editing for length and
clarity.




The Chair of the RIOC Board of Directors cancelled the June 11 board
meeting, in part because of the effective community outcry over the devel-
opment of a Marriott hotel on our Southpoint parkland. The proposal was
the sole matter on the agenda. The cancellation was, however, probably as
much due to the fact that the Board themsalves had not been given any
indication of the existence of the project until the very last minute. It cer-
tainly hel ped that we had such solid support from our State Assemblymember
Pete Grannis, our City Councilmember, Gifford
Miller, and Manhattan Community Board 8.

Whilethe Governor’ slackey isputting our remain-
ing parkland up for saleto anyonewho'll takeit, the

. : - . e . Govenor himsdf is on the other bank of theriver at
Someone - believed to be an Island resident — shot three large-caliber bullet holes in the stop sign at the foot  the new Queens West development creating a state

of the ramp to the Island around 9:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 20. The shots were fired by an individual who  park, mind you, of their minimal open space. It must
stepped from a car, shot at the sign from the Main Street side, then sped off. There has been no arrest. be the smallest state park in the country.

| guess Pataki thinksno onewill notice. Thearro-
ant di sre(};ard shown by RIOC’'s management for
thelaws of the state of New Y ork, the City of New
. o Y ork, the binding lease with the City that formsthe
Don’t be left out... Everybody will be in it... basis of our community, their own Board of Direc-
tors, and, of course, us, theresidentsof thiscommunity isfar moreindicative

Yes, Those Are Bullet Holes in the Stop Sign The Man Sreet WIRE, Sal. June 13, 1998+ 3

Patrick Stewart

y of Pataki’ strue stance than any political dogan. And D’ Amato, whose can-

B e art O f Th e WIRE S didate Jerry Bluewasinthefirst place, isstyling himsdf al over theairwaves
asthefriend of thelittle guy.

Theonly littleguy that Al D’ Amato hastheleast concernforisAl D' Amato.

G t J l 4 D’ Amato comes from a small town on Long Iland called Idand Park.

r ea u _y happening there. Imagine them happening in any townin New Y ork where

. the residents have a say in their local government, which is, by the way,

every other townin New York.

usiness Card Issue eane o of Pk or

Imagine any of thethingswe' ve been putting up with for the past two years
any other New Y ork town, flaunting his
or her wanton disregard for the law, the RmA

' ' lawsof local ent, theciti .
. Run your bus:/ness c_ard 1 . Pgemnitsdf.gg?/;amgit ecitizens R L 5,8
The Main Street WIRE'’s special July 4 issue  Ficture Giuliani putting Gramercy
- _ - pfor development, or Union Park, COlumn
scheduled to be distributed to Fireworks visitors that date or Frospoct or, what the hell, why not
e e . Central Park? Picture any other mayor
as well as the usual distribution to every Island apartment in New York doing the same. Think _
ik Gihet mayor could ut the o budge by 100362 Thik an
i i in :
JUSt $35 prepald (35 X 20 InCheS) othermayoyoouldg_aagNaywithblatamlyignoring%nfraystructu?eissuesonosé
Do it to advertise your service would Suatany iy 0 (ke v T 10 LIRS TIITK (he oy ot
. . y . Epi scogal or Ci%th)(glic church in the state of New York where the éate is
DO It to advertlse your bUSIneSS erSr:JarC;] Itpl(g)trlgplts are ludicrous. Political suicide at the very least. Major

public scandal guaranteed. But for us, businessas usual.

Blue, Pataki and D’ Amato have onethingin common. Eachbelievesheis
invincible. Untouchable.

Wwe'll see.

Or do it just to support The WIRE

Just send your card and your check, payable to The WIRE, to:
The WIRE, 531 Main Street #1611, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Cards will run slightly reduced to 3.3w x 1.8h. The word retired will be added, if you specify.
You may write additional information on your card, if appropriate to indicate the nature of your work.

Seven Gonzalez

Deadline: Friday, June 26 , _
Steven Gonzalez, an I1dland House doorkeeper since July 1996, died sud-

Send it in now while you’re thinking about it, dml)rlllastvglwlédwhilggr&/acatignir;fMexico. Gonzalez, Whowrz]asonly 25];
was hospitalized, and died one day after emergency surgery. Thecause o
and show your su pport for The WIRE death was listed asfailure of the pancreas.
If you prefer not to publish a business card but would like to support The WIRE, contribute $20 and have your Doryne Idey, Genera Manager of the Roosevelt Is- -4 i
name on a list that will accompany the business cards. Thank you for supporting The Main Street WIRE. land Housing Management Corporation, described the .. i§

staff as“ devastated. Steven wasthe kind of person who
awaysdid hisjob, and more. Hewill be missed.” il
Gonzalez is survived by his wife Natalie, a native of =
Colombia, and their nine-month-old son. There are no
other surviving relatives. Residentswho wishto convey .

their condolences may write to Mrs. Steven Gonzalez, =
™ T4 ) 136-25 Jowel Avenue, Apt. A, FlushingNY 11367, o
l The Westview/Idand House Task Force has voted to send agroup dona-
- I tion to Mrs. Gonzalez. In addition, Island House Floor Captainswill bein

the 555 lobby today (Saturday) to accept individual donations. 1t has been
suggested that residents make a contribution in the amount they would have

At the Senior Center given Steven  Holiday time.
Fri., June 19, ticketsgo on sale for July 4 Fire-

works. See newsitem, page 1. Every week
Sat., June 20, Roosevelt |sland Day. Clean-up ~ Mondays .
and entertainment activitiesall day, startingat 9:00 ~ 10-11 Stay Well (exercise)

am. Togetinvolved, call 838-4747, or just come. ~ 11-12 English as2nd L anguage (ESL) (Beginners)
Tuesdays, 9:00a.m., Strollercize. Information, ~ 12-1 ESL (Intermediate) RO O S eV e t IS an Da.y

Compiled by Claire Friedland « 317-8523

308-4855. 12:45 Artsé& CraftsQuilt Project
Tue., June 23, 6:00 p.m., Debut Presentation Tuesdays

of Renwick Lighthouse Collectible, Lighthouse 1:30 Bingo

Park, sponsored by Roosevelt I sland Historical So- Wednesdays

ciety. Thereplicawill be available at the event, at 9:30 Stay Well (exercise)

acost of $25, or in advance by calling 688-4836. 10-11 ESL (Beginners)
Sat., June 27, noon-6:00 p.m., Father & Son 11-12 ESL (Intermediate)

Basketball Game, sponsored by Public Safety. Thursdays

832-4540, ext. 348 to register. 12:30 Movie

Fri.-Sat., July 3-4, Fridays

Fax or phone event | nextscheduledissueof — 1015°gg

information to 317-8523. | The Main Street  op,ays

Please provide a phone | WIRE. Deadlines:  2.55""ginon e Games

number for follow-up. ﬁgr‘ferﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂg 3352‘35’2 Special Events

There is no charge for | Geoigon on stuffersfor ~ Wed, June 17 Atlantic City
listing Island events here. The Bag, Mon., June  Thur, June18 Lenox Hill Financial Mgt Service
29. July 4 is a Busi- Fri.,,Junel9 “Oldies’ Movie
ness Card | ssue; deadlinefor submission of business Fri.,June26  Birthday Party
cards with prepayment, Friday, June 26. Future
issues: July 25, August 15, 29; September 12, 26;
October 10, 24; November 6, 20; December 5, 19; January 9, thereafter generally every two weeks.
Unscheduled extr a editions may be published as news and advertising support warrant; advertisers who
would like to beincluded in one or more extr a editions, without warning, areinvited to call 826-9055 to
make their interest known. Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising
inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax for events, 317-8523.
Sat., July 4, evening, Southpoint, Macy’s Fireworks. Tickets available at RIOC office, 591 Main
Street, during business hours, starting June 19. Gate opens at 5:00 p.m., fireworks at 9:00. o
Sun., July 5, 10:00 a.m., regular meeting, Roosevelt Island Art Association, 546 Main Street, 12th ' ) )
floor. Livemodel. Call 517-0564. PS/IS 217 has been preparing for Roosevelt Island Day by having students
Wed. or Thur., July 15 or 16, Jazzmobile with Etta James. Further information to come. think about litter. This is a detail from a larger drawing by Lisa Petty.
Sat., Sept. 12, Mini-FDR Day. Watch this column for additional information. Nikola Gak’s letter (page 2) also addresses the clean-Island question.
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It’s time to register for September 1998

rRoosevelt Isiland
Day Nursery

Part-time and full-time programs
for children ages 3, 4, 5 years

545 MAIN STREET 593-0750
FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)
Al drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
" Atpor Senice. HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

DOMINICK
CALDERONI

ATTORNEYAT LAW

ACCIDENTS ¢ DIVORCE * BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES « OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

(718)

319-1400

KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCL LLP

STOP YOUR
FOOT PAIN
NOW

Expert Foot Care in Your Home
Dr. Paul Betschart, a Board Certified Podiatrist, is

making house calls in your area. Dr. Betschart has
received the highest level of training in his specialty.
He continually expands his expertise through
continued education and clinical research. Dr.
Betschart is actively involved in the education of
students and doctors at several teaching hospitals. He
uses the most advanced techniques for the relief of
Heel Pain, Ingrown Nails, Nail Fungus, Corns and
Callouses, Bunions, Hammer Toes, Injuries and
Diabetic Foot Problems. Let his gentle hands help
your tender feet today.

Call Today For Your Free

Initial In-Home Consultation
Most Insurance plans, including Medicare, accepted

212995-1500

Call today

FAST,
iy, Roosevell
Sial
Cleaners
New Siate of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
/o Serve You Beffer
758-1778 Your Neighborhood Cleaners

We Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to chil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosevelt
Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

200 W. 57th Street 501 Main Street
212 757-2285 212 752-8722
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Good Food,
Good Friends,
Good Jazz!

The tables are out at Trellis.

And when the weather permits, so is the
music. Weekend nights, there’s a treat at
Trellis for the palate and the ears.

Come on by one of these summer Friday or
Saturday evenings, and enjoy the food, the
friends, and the beat.

Inside or out, Trellis is here for you.

792-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Roosevelt

Please join us! W
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ne Rooseve/t Is/ana’
Historical Society .

ﬁze Rooseve/t
Island Ligk thouse

Lim ited edition

Come meet
Bill Younger,
founder &
creator of
Harbour Ligh’cs
awar(l—winning
collectible
1ig11thouses. ..
At the LighthouSe Tuesday, June 23, 6 p.m.

The Roosevelt Island Lighthouse
Limited edition , Sxd inches , $25

To order in advance by mail, send check payal)le RIHS to:
RIHS, PO Box 5, NYC10044

Limited edition: Last orders June 23 (at the event)
Proceeds benefit Historical Society

[sland Day

Participants meet at the Good Shepherd Plaza. Volunteers register
for assignments. Distribution of T-shirts, water bottles, equipment.
Spruce-up Activities begin.

Painting on Canvas Art Project for children ages 2-10 years old.
Sponsored by Island Kids, Inc., and the Young Adult League at 540
Eastwood Amphitheater.

. Girl Scouts participation in the Committee for NYC’s 100" Birthday

11:45 A.M.

12:30 P.M.
12:45 P.M.

1:15 P.M.

2:00 P.M.

2:45 P.M.
3:15 P.M.

Celebration Cake Decorating Contest. Sponsored by the Roosevelt
Island Youth Program at the Youth Center, 506 Main Street.
Roosevelt Island Youth Memorial Fountain Plague Dedication, 560
Main Street. Words and prayers by Vicar Chapin, Imam Glenn,
Father Gorman, Pastor Obed, Sister Regina, Rabbi Spivak.

ENTERTAINMENT AT GOOD SHEPHERD PLAZA
Refreshments served.
P.S./I.S. 217 School Band, conducted by Gary Mure.
Vocals and guitar by Billy Mure.
The Manhattan Brass Quintet, artists provided by River Music, under
the auspices of St. Francis Cabrini Parish. Sponsored by Roosevelt
Island Housing Management Corp., Rivercross Tenants Corp., and
Manhattan Park Management.
Our own Gospel Singer Juanita Fleming and the Music Makers.
Sponsored by Montauk Credit Union.
Blues singer Walter G. Lewis. Special thanks to Eugene Robinson.
Main Street Children’s Theatre performance, directed by Nancy
Howe.

Saturday, June 20, 9 A.M.
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Scenes from the Family Album as the Library Goes NYPL

RICLA President Emeritus David
Bauer and current President
Ivens V Stanton marched
together in the parade.

Inside the Library, C. Virginia Fields signed the guest book

Library Launches New Era As Branch of NYPL from page 1

years. To sustained applause, here-
cdledthelibrary’ sfounders, Dorothy
and Herman Reade, and Ursula
Beauseigneur, a librarian who as a
volunteer set up the original collec-
tion standards and procedures, and
her successorsRuth Limmer and Kay
Thompson, as well as Raya Bart,
who served asHead Librarianfor the
last fiveyears. Bauer alsocited Joan
as an outstanding example of
the dedication of 350 volunteerswho
kept the Library running over 20
years, praisngthemadl for their dedi-
cation to the cause.
Staff
Manhattan Borough Coordinator
Wendy Caldiero introduced the
Island’s new Head Librarian,
Lawrence Kapture, and his six-per-
son staff. Inadditionto RayaBarut,
they include Amy Hillick, First As-
distant Librarian; Magdalene Chan,
Librarian Trainee; Nandi Inglis, Se-
nior Clerk; and Clerks Lateshe Lee
and Joann Rosado.

A ceremonia key to the Island
branch was presented to the Presi-
dent of NYPL, Paul LeClerc and to
Norman Holman, the Director of the
Branch Libraries, by Mr. Stanton.

Neither RIOC nor the State admin-
istration was represented at the
ceremony.

New Hours, Services

Idand residents will now be able
to request books from the NYPL
catad og regardlessof wherethe books
are located. Books borrowed from
therest of thesystem canbereturned
locdly.

The former 20-hour schedule is
being doubled (box, page 1), and the
expanded internet-based facilities of
NYPL will beavailable at theMain
Street branch.

While the existing collection
was basically assembled from do-
nations by residents, the new
Library will have an annual bud-
get of $50,000 for current books
and periodicals.

History

The Island’s branch is now
named for Herman and Dorothy
Reade, the resident pioneers who
founded and nurtured the Commu-
nity Library. Over the years, they
were joined by people from all
parts of the Island community to
provide basic Library service, as
well asspecia programs:. speakers,
movies, discussion groupsand spe-
cia interest events.

There has always been an out-
pouring of support for the Library
in terms of contributions of per-
sonal time, library materials, cash,
and partici pation in Library fund-
raisers. One of the most
noteworthy examples of this sup-
port occurred when the Library was
relocated from the Westview base-
ment to the present quarters at 524
Main Street. Relocation of mate-
rials and equipment was
accomplished in one day by aflow
of residents using shopping carts.

Jj',u

h.{

The Proclamation: NYPL President Paul
LeClerc, City Councilmember Gifford Miller,
RICLA President Ivens V Stanton, Manhattan
Borough President C. Virginia Fields,
Assemblymember Pete Grannis

Photo coverage
by Julia Chang
and Website NYC10044

David Bauer

- W‘*‘
Assemblymember Pete Grannis

Audit Faults RIOC Hiring,
Failure in Capital Planning

The Roosevelt Idand Operating Corporation may be hiring people un-
qudified for their positions, according to an audit released Thursday by
State Comptroller H. Carl McCall. The audit found, according to a press
release from McCall’ s office, “that RIOC' shiring practicesdid not include
clear job descriptions, nor indications that employees had the appropriate
background for the jobs for which they were hired.”

McCall’s report also recommended that RIOC develop formal plans to
addresstheldand’ sfuture capital construction needs, cited lack of aninven-
tory systemto account for RIOC' sassets, and asked for better documentation
of use of public purpose funds.

“Theresidentsof Roosevet |and need proper assurancesthat their com-
munity iswell-managed and that thereisathoughtful plan for meeting future
concerns,” McCall said inissuing theaudit. “ They need to know that quali-
fied employees work on Roosevelt Idand and that funds earmarked for the
community are being properly spent.”

VOIU nteeI’S from page 1

Another grateful teacher, Joy a transient community, people
Frangola, declaresconfidently that move away and some simply lose
thevolunteer assignedto heris“the  interest,” comments Smith.
best. Peggy Bell has been reading One reason for that might be a

RIOC from page 1

July 9. If passed, the resolution
woudgveBluesdleauthority tonegatistethedetal sof Southpoint
development.

Members of the RIOC Board first heard about the
proposal about a month ago. Had they voted on the
matter on Thursday, their period of consideration
would have been under three weeks. Critics, who
oppose the proposed devel opment as an improper di-
version of parkland, have suggested Blue was
attempting to put the proposal on an excessively fast
track, giving his Board and the community too little
time to evalute the impact of such a project.

RIOC Board member Ron Vass, aresident, told The
WIRE, “I’'m neither for nor against anything [Blue] has
proposed,” but he suggested a vote this month would
have been premature, saying he has too little informa-
tion to support the project. In particular, he expressed

concern about traffic. “I’m really concerned about ve-
hicular traffic. These roads are not designed to handle
it. | can’t votefor it until I’m assured that the roads are
uptoit.

“Even without construction, there’s a need for a
means of vehicular egress beyond the single bridge
we have today. | really feel | could support much
more in the way of construction, [perhaps includ-
ing] Marriott, if we had abridge or a causeway from
the southern tip of the Island to Astoria.

“Without it,” Vassconcluded, “1 don’t know where
totakethis. I'minthemiddle. | feel aneed for some
construction —something. | think he [Blue] might be
heading in theright direction... | just don’t know.”

Asked about the chances of afavorable vote on the
Southpoint proposal at RIOC's July board mesting,
Vass said he hadn’t taken the pulse of other Board
members, but said his own view is that such a vote
would still be premature —*“going too fast.”

to my kids lack of interaction with
for over school authorities. Bill
three years Raiford, a volunteer who
now and she has worked at the school
is absolutely for more than two years
marvelous. suggests that the school
Kidsloveher might consider having vol-
because she unteers meet over coffeeto
is like a discussproblemsand issues.
grandmother “1 was put on my own and
with whom | liked that because there
they can was no bureaucratic in-
havefun.” volvement with the school,
The main but some feedback might
focus of the have helped.”
volunteer ’ “We can use al the help
programisto Gene Schapiro we can get,” says Susan

work with studentsindividually. A
training program, held at the begin-
ning of each school year, is
arranged by Susan Cohen, the
school’ s Guidance Counselor, and
Karen Smith, the energetic PTA
President who herself is a volun-
teer. Cohen matches teachers’
needs with volunteer interests and
follows up to seethat aworking ar-
rangement is established.
Volunteers are asked to put in at
least four hours aweek. “A lot of
people sign up but, because thisis

Cohen. “I hopemorepeoplesignup
at the start of next school year.” To
do so, a
volunteer can
call Cohen at
980-0294, and
sign up. With
Karen Smith,
the message
they send out to
children in the
community is,
“education is
important.”

Karen Smith



Vandals Caught,

In a quick and determined action, a
Westview porter, Y amil Lopera, caught three
Idand graffiti vandal sredhanded on Wednes-
day. He received recognition and a reward
from Housing M anagement on Thursday.

Lopera, working on the fourth floor of
Westview, saw the trio damo%;l ng property
across Main street in Eastwood. He sprinted
to the scene, recruiting help along the way,
and nearly adozen fellow workersjoined him
inapprehending thethree asthey were spray-
ing a12-foot wall.

“We know histag,” Isdly told a gathering
of employeesin an Eastwood courtyard, “and
he’ s done alot of damage.” |sely presented
Lopera with a plaque and a $500 check to
applauseand cheersfrom hisfellow workers.

Two of the three apprehended youths live
in4 River Road; thethird livesin Westview.

Porter Rewarded

Yamil Lopera receives a plaque and check
from Doryne Isely as Thelma Mclintosh and
an audience of fellow employees applaud.

Lighthouse Getting A Facelift
Soon, An Old Lamp Will Shine Anew

The Friendsof Roosevelt Idand Landmarks
aregivingitslandmark lighthouseamakeover.

The $120,000 project, funded through the
Friends group by an anonymous donor, will
light the structure inside and out, clean the
stone, repair the roof, and generally make it
highly presentable. Thelanternwill reproduce
thelighting of the original beacon.

The Friends group was founded years ago
to help savetheldand slandmarks. Thispar-
ticular project wasinitiated
over two years ago. It's
scheduled to befinished by
late July.

A mild detergent is be-
ing used to clean the stone.

Meanwhile, the
Roosevelt Idand Historical
Society is sponsoring sale
ofa e(?hthouse replicapro-
duced by Harbour Lights,
known for its limited edi-
tion pieces. Sales of the
reproduction, priced at $25,
will help fund the work of
the Historical Society,
which hasscheduled a6:00
p.m. ceremony, at the
Lighthouse June 23, to in-
troduce the replica.

“More supporters of
lighthouseswill add momentum to the careand
maintenance of these historic structures,” said
Judith Berdy, Vice President of the Historical
Society. “Weare pleased towork with Harbour
Lights on this project.”

SomeHistory

According to papers submitted when the
Landmarks Preservation Commission desig-
nated the Island’ slighthouse as alandmark,
“This small lighthouse stands at the north-
ern tip of Roosevelt Island on a projection
of land which was at one time a tiny sepa-
rate island connected to the main one by a
wooden bridge. Local legend maintainsthat
during the 19th century a patient from the
nearby Lunatic Asylum was permitted to
build a stone fort on this outcropping since
he deeply feared an invasion by the British.
When plans were formulated to build the
lighthouse, this patient allegedly was per-
suaded to surrender the fort only after much
cajoling and a bribe of bonus money. The
tale continuesthat the patient himself demol -
ished the fort and built the new lighthouse,
carving the inscription:

Thisisthe work
Was done by

John McCarthy

Who built the Light

House from the bottomto the
Top all ye who do pass by may
Pray for his soul when hedies.”

Actual congtruction of the lighthouse dates
to 1872. It was designed and its construction
supervised by James Renwick, Jr., who also
designed St. Patrick’s Cathedral. The Land-
marks Commission document goes on to
describe the lighthouse as
“approximately fifty feet
tall... constructed of rock-
faced random gray ashlar.
This stone (gray gneiss)
was quarried on the island
itself, predominantly by
convict labor from the
Penitentiary ontheidand...
Thelighthouseisencircled
by asmall yard paved with
flagstone. Anentry walk at
the south is flanked by
stone bollards which have

ramida topscarved with
simpletrefoils. The light-
house is octagonal in plan
andverticaly organized ac-
cording to the tripartite
divisonof theclassical col-
umn — base, shaft and
capital. The base is separated from the su-
perstructure by a series of simple moldings
which areinterrupted on the south side by a
projecting gable above the single entrance
doorway. This doorway, with an incised
pointed arch above a splayed keystone with
flanking corbels, isdesigned in arustic ver-
sion of the Gothic style. The stepped stones
of the outer profileof this gable simulate roof
tiles. The octagonal shaft of the lighthouse
ispierced abovethe doorway by two dit win-
dowswhich light theinterior staircase. The
top of the shaft is adorned with Gothic foli-
ate ornament in high relief, separated by
simple moldings from the brackets which
support the observation platform. Theseel-
ements form the crowning feature of the
lighthouse. The octagonal lantern, originall
surmounted by a picturesque conical roof,
isof glass and steel and is surrounded by a
simple metal railing.

“The rock-faced stone and the sparing use
of boldly scaled ornamental detail give the
lighthouse the strength and character of ame-
dieval fortification. Initsisolated setting the
lighthouse is a prominent and dramatic fea-
ture of Roosevelt Island.”

Jack Resnick, M .D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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Little L eague Standings
Minor Divison

Ll il
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SPORTSWIRE = : |
k. (N Braves 3 1
Orioles 2 3
TENNIS The New York Junior TennisLeague (NYJTL) is  Angels 0 4 1
discussing possible USA Tennis123 evening programming for
adults at the Octagon Park courts. Affordable group lessons  Major Division
for beginners, advanced beginners, and intermediates would ~ Angels 4 1 1
be available starting the week of June 23, 6:30-8:30 p.m. A Braves 3 3
team tennis program for participants would take placein Au-  Orioles 3 3
gust. For further information, call Joyce Mincheff at 486-1997.  Yankees 1 4 1

CALLING ALL

o
|
7

1590 York Avenue
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387)
or 301 East 76th Street
(212) 734-7051
$30 minimum « Free delivery
Delivery days are Wed. & Sat.
Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods
Fax (212) 249-7450

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,
luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

J & M SHOE REPAIR
Classified 751-8214

SUBLET WANTED - Furnished, starting August 1 for 2-4 months. For professional
couple moving to New York, while they look for permanent residence. 832-5383.

EXCELLENT NANNY — F/T, p/t, available immediately to share care with a 15-
month child at our home in Manhattan Park. Call eves. (212) 583-9067

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME - Well-known, multi-million dollar, NASDAQ,
Preventative Healthcare Company seeking entrepreneurs, Medical & Business
Professionals interested in increasing their income. Call 1-800-281-5424 for 24-
hour Recorded Message.

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY — Assistant to owner of Island-run
business. Most AM’s 9-noon. Call 688-6712.

CAT SITTER available on RI.
(212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY —
available. (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

BOOKKEEPER WANTED for non-profit Island organization. Paid position for
experienced person. Send resume and references to PO Box 5, NYC10044.

MOVING? CALL STEINWAY MOVERS - Local and long-distance moving and
storage service. Packing - Boxes - Free Estimates - Over 70 years of service. 718-
278-9090

NEED STORAGE SPACE? - Call Steinway Moving and Storage 5x7 private storage
vaults. Just 5 min. from Main St. Materials and pickup available. 718-278-9090

FOR SALE — HEATED 2-BEDROOM CABIN, Catskill foothills. 2.75 hours from
GWB. 2 wooded acres surrounded by 110 acres woods & farmland. Private.
Fabulous views. $29,500. Phone 753-0678 or Century21 518/234-3997.

EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214

CLOSET SPECIALIST - Designs, Accessories, Installations. Double your closet
space. (212) 751-8214

WORD PROCESSING & EDITING SERVICES — Manuscripts, curricula vitae &
resumes, theses & term papers, business correspondence, etc. Call Jacqueline at
(212) 909-6368

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE - Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt Island.
Snacks, play, homework supervision. Evenings, weekend sitting also. Eugenie
“Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

My home or yours. References provided. Eugenie

Island resident Diana Brill.  Gift certificate
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Great

Roosevelt Island’s AM/ Deal

MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

OPEN TO ALL

Savings Accounts = 4.00%

with an APY of 4.06%

Checking Accounts = 2.00%

APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)
1 Year =5.85% * 2 Years = 6.00% * 3 Years = 6.25 %

YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

e ATM Cards

* Money Orders

e Cashier Checks
e Certified Checks

e MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
e New & Used Vehicle Loans

¢ Secured and Personal Loans

* Long Distance Toll-Free Number

* Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction

* Residential Mortgages

* FREE Notary Service (for members)
* Custodial Accounts

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY ° 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. * Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.
363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http://www.montauk-cu.com

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

152-8722

Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
**Dental Insurance Accepted Towar ds Payment**

Katherine 7Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

Douglas Waite, M.D.

Board Certified Pedlatrician

501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island « 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday+*9a.m.-2p.m.
Tuesday ¢ 12 noon -4 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday 1 p.m.-5p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed, by Dr. Grimm or by her group,
Uptown Pediatrics. We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

NI AUy
ImEFSIVNG

Furniture
Upholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & Fabric
Carpefl & Area Rugs
All Window Treafments
Floor & Terrace Tiles
Lighting
_ Capenty
Kifchen Renovalfion
Paint & Faux Finishes
AllAccessories
Closef Design

Ellen Levy
Inferior Decorartor
531 Main Streef

7571-8214
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