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by Mary Camper-Titsingh
Wherever you encounter the lady – and “lady”

is a word that describes her perfectly – you know
that you are in the commanding presence of
great dignity and bearing.  Dorothy Donald is
the tall, always well-dressed woman who is usu-
ally present at Island meetings, her attendance re-
cordable on a kind of Richter scale of activism as
she participates or, equally often, chairs.

A nine-year resident of Roosevelt Island, she
has had an impact disproportionate to her time
here.  As President of the Manhattan Park Se-
niors Association in 1995, she joined with oth-
ers to form the Community Precinct Meeting
Planning Committee to address the problems as-
sociated with the changes introduced by Newt
Gingrich’s “Contract With America.”

The precinct meetings, bi-monthly commu-
nity forums that she convenes and moderates,
have brought together the law enforcement units
responsible for Roosevelt Island – Public Safety,
the MTA’s station managers, and the 114th Pre-
cinct, with interested members of the commu-
nity to address ways of keeping Roosevelt Is-
land a peaceful and comfortable community.

But Roosevelt Island is not the only commu-
nity Dorothy Donald serves.  On Monday (July
8), she’ll receive an
award from the
Bronx-Lebanon Hos-
pital Center, which
she has served as a
volunteer for more
than 20 years.  Draw-
ing on a rich, varied
background, she
chaired the
institution’s Advi-
sory Board for Am-
bulatory Care, which
acts as a liaison be-
tween patients and
hospital staff, and
lobbies for the rights
of patients and hos-
pital employees
alike.

Her background in
hospital work – and
with Roosevelt Is-

land, for that matter – stems from days long be-
fore the Island took its present residential per-

sonality.  Born Dorothy Brown on
St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, she was sent, at age 18, to
live with an aunt and pursue a
higher education.  She worked as a
nurse trainee at City Hospital on
Welfare Island.  “At that time you
could only get to the island by an
elevator from the Queensborough
Bridge,” she remembers.

When she was assigned “to do for
dead patients what undertakers do
today,” she resolved to follow her
mother’s advice to get a good edu-
cation.

At Howard University she met
her husband, Lamar Donald.  They
had two sons: Elton and Lamar Jr.,
but too soon, she was both a widow
and a single mother, with two young
children to raise.  However, she was
active and involved even then.

Islanders

Dorothy Donald:  Active, Out There, Involved

See Donald, page  7

RI Strikers Are State Soccer Champs

Joern Kornhuber

These Guys Are Winners!  Roosevelt Island’s Strikers took the state soccer championship in a June 20
game (report on page 11).  Left to right, first row:  Andrew Giacalone, Mohammed Abubakar.  Second row:
Brice Douma, Makhtar Deme, Michael Kirkman, Nii-Ato Bentsi Enchill, Ashraf Rijal, Alexander Kornhuber,
Omar Sommereyns.  Third row: Euloge Makombo, Pape Moustapha Seye, Dagan Uhle, Daniel Gil, Charles
Gray, Papa Souleymane Sane, Nicholas Ortiz, Lamine Toure, Eugen Stancut, Mansour Seck.

Q: What Makes Al Lewis Run?
A: He’s Not Just Another Pretty Face

Eldercare, Hotel
On, Then Off, the
RIOC July Agenda

Yankees vs RI Seniors?

RI Programs Could Lose
In Mayor-Council Battle Al Lewis as Protester

Tram Shutdown
The Tramway  is expected to
close for required maintenance,
starting about July 18, for 2-3
weeks.  There has been no
announcement from RIOC about
substitute bus service.

by Sharon Bermon
Less than ten minutes into his weekly call-in

show, Al Lewis is fighting the good fight against
the forces of greed, stupidity, and – this particu-
lar day – gradualism.  He has already suggested
that the New York Post should come in strips so
he can use it in his bathroom.  Adamantly op-
posed to the Yankees’ proposed move to Man-
hattan (“all the teams combined pay only
$500,000 a year in taxes”), he accuses Mayor
Giuliani of brown-nosing George Steinbrenner
– but with language that is considerably more
graphic and anatomically descriptive.

Tapping his feet, bouncing up and down in
his chair in time to the music, trading quips with
his dreadlocked engineer, Brother Shine, Lewis
takes calls from listeners who have made his
Saturday noon call-in show the most popular
program on WBAI’s weekend schedule.  His
approach: to educate, enrage, and enlarge the
minds of his listeners by calling attention to the
failings of as many local and national institutions as possible.

And he loves every minute of it.  With good reason.  A performer since
the age of thirteen, Al Lewis is auditioning for the biggest role of his
career.  At 88, he’s running for Governor of New York, having spent his

See Lewis, page 6

Almost unbelievably, it’s been
four and a half years.  Since its birth
in January, 1994, transit riders have
become accustomed to the
MetroCard’s role as universal
means of access to transportation.

Except the Roosevelt Island
Tramway.

And since last July 4, it’s been
“one city, one fare.”  The Staten Is-
land Ferry be-
came a free
ride, and trans-
fers between
buses and sub-
ways made all
New York a
new transpor-
tation bargain.

Except for
the Tram.

And since January ’98, if you
were willing to buy transit $15 at a
time, you caught a 10% discount,
reducing the ride cost to $1.35 a
shot every time you boarded.

Except for taking the Tram.
And starting today, you can buy

a weekly or monthly farecard, so
that if you’re a frequent flyer on
things MTA, you can put a $17

weekly cap (or $63 monthly) on
your transportation costs, moving
about freely without a need to reach
into your pocket for additional
money.

Unless you want to use the
Tramway.

For Roosevelt Islanders who pre-
fer the Tram, “one city, one fare”
is something of a sour myth.  And

for those Is-
landers who
love their
iconic Tram,
it’s no longer
just a matter of
being left out
of the savings.

Assess ing
the situation,

the chair of the Residents Associa-
tion Tram Committee, Al
Weinstein, says, “Dr. Jerome Blue
(President of RIOC, the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation) has
failed to take any real initiative to
provide the MetroCard for
Roosevelt Island.  This is yet an-
other blatant failure to respond to
the needs and wishes of the com-

See MetroCard, page  6

entire life preparing for a job that
combines his two great passions:
performing, and social justice.

Wait a minute.  Al Lewis?
Grandpa Munster?  Grandpa?

Roosevelt Island residents who
thought they knew all there was to
know about Al Lewis have had their
ideas turned upside down in recent
weeks.  Grandpa was a fixture, some-
one to point out to Island visitors.
Often as not, sitting on a beach chair
on Main Street or hanging out at Trel-

A preliminary agenda for the
RIOC Board of Directors meeting
to be held Thursday (July 9) listed
both the Eldercare and Marriott
Hotel matters for Board approval.
Both projects have been opposed
by Island groups because they are
sited on land many consider to be
designated and reserved park land.

More recent word is that both
items have now been removed from
the agenda for the meeting, sched-
uled for 10:00 a.m. at the Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

City funding for several Island
programs may fall victim to a dis-
pute between Mayor Rudy Giuliani
and the City Council.  The AVAC
system, used to remove the Island’s
garbage, may be threatened.

The funds involved are “member
items” put into the budget by
Councilmember Gifford Miller,
who represents Roosevelt Island.
In addition to the AVAC system,
they include funds for the Seniors
program, the Youth Program, the
Roosevelt Island Disabled Associa-
tion, and others.

The background of the dispute
involves Giuliani’s wish to coop-
erate with Yankees owner George
Steinbrenner in a new Manhattan
stadium, opposed by Council Presi-
dent Peter Vallone, who success-
fully sponsored legislation to for-

bid use of tax funds for any such
plan.  The Council also rejected
Giuliani’s budget, passing its own.
Giuliani then vetoed many member
items in the budget, including
Roosevelt Island’s AVAC system.

The Council overrode the
Mayor’s veto, but actual spending
authority rests with the Mayor, who
has said he still intends to target
those items he had previously ve-
toed.

The current worry is that the
Mayor may not cause the necessary
checks to be written.  Miller told
The WIRE, “I urge residents to
reach out to the Mayor to tell him
that AVAC and the school and the
other items are critical City ser-
vices, and that residents of
Roosevelt Island are residents of
the City who deserve them.”

C
One City, One Fare?

After Years of MetroCard,
Tramway Is Still Left Out

News Analysis by Dick Lutz
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Pages of Opinion

Jim
Bowser is
on the
mend.
His
editorial
column
will be
back soon.

by Ed Logue
Conversation overheard on Good Shepherd

Plaza (not really):

Friend: Why do we have all these noisy

garbage trucks on Roosevelt Island?  We never

had them before.

Acquaintance: Well, they

come from Bluebeard’s castle down

where the Roosevelt Memorial was

supposed to be. Even though the

RIOC report says 75% of AVAC ca-

pacity is unused, those high rollers

didn’t want any of that stuff.

F: What do you mean “high

rollers”?

A: Giuliani got tired of waiting

for his casino on Governor’s Island

to happen, so he slipped it in here.

F: Can we go take a look?

A: Of course not.  Haven’t you heard? It’s

a “gated” community down there.  The likes of

us are not welcome!

F: Could it happen?

A: If Bluebeard has his way, anything like

this could happen.

F: What can we

do about it, anything?

A: Of course.

First of all, a lawsuit to

stop this nonsense.

F: Do we have a

case?

A: This island is

not a toy to be played

with by inexperienced

real estate speculators

and architects. Of

course we have a case.

The City of New

York is the owner of

Roosevelt Island.

Nobody else.  It was

leased to the Urban

Development Corpora-

tion for 99 years for one purpose only – to de-

velop a new, integrated community according

to a plan that was attached to the lease.

Can that plan be changed?

Of course, but it takes two to tango.  When

it was approved, the NYC Board of Estimate

had the power to authorize that lease and they

approved it unanimously in December, 1969,

so it runs until December 2068.  City approval

of changes is neces-

sary.

Under the new

charter, that power

passed to the City

Council, which

could change the

plan after public

hearings, includ-

ing, I would expect,

Guest Shot:
Ed Logue

one on the island.

RIOC doesn’t seem to think so.  But when

Governor Cuomo signed the bill creating RIOC,

this is what he said about RIOC and its mis-

sion:

The bill cre-

ates a public ben-

efit corporation,

the Roosevelt Is-

land Operating

C o r p o r a t i o n ,

with responsibil-

ity for the opera-

tion, manage-

ment and future

development of

Roosevelt Is-

land.  Three of

the nine members appointed to the Corporation

are to be residents of Roosevelt Island.

The bill, which is part of my 1984 Legisla-

tive Program, establishes a new public benefit

corporation to operate and manage Roosevelt

Island, which will improve the administration

of that Island.  For the first time, Island resi-

dents will have a direct role in

making the decisions that will

affect them.

The new corporation will also

have the responsibility to plan the

future development of the Island con-

sistent with a revised master plan.

The further development of the Is-

land will bring to fruition the origi-

nal concept of the Roosevelt Island

New Community – a fully integrated

community with low, moderate and

higher income residents within the

heart of New York’s largest metropo-

lis.

The Island is supposed to be gov-

erned by due process, not decision

by whimsy!

Is there any way we can end

this uncertainty?

Yes.  It’s called “home rule.”  Here is how

we can do it.

There is no longer any reason for absentee

government of Roosevelt Island.  The Island

was viewed by many at the outset as an im-

possible, even reckless, dream.  It has proven

itself.

Interestingly enough, the RIOC annual

report describes itself this way:

In creating RIOC, the State Legislature in

many respects created the equivalent of a “mu-

nicipality” charged with providing essential

services and maintaining public health and

safety, as well as completing the Island’s de-

velopment.

How to go about it?  There are many ways.

The simplest and most direct is for the

Reflections on Roosevelt Island

See Logue, page  6

To the Editor:
Thank you for the front page ar-

ticle on volunteers in our Island
school (June 13).  I want to thank the
New York City School Volunteer
Program, Inc. and P/S I/S 217 for al-
lowing me to volunteer in their fifth
and sixth grade math classes during
the 1997-98 school year.  I enjoyed
every minute of my participation in
the classroom work.

It was wonderful to work with such
a diverse group of individuals repre-
senting so many different cultures
and backgrounds.  Mohammed and
Sarah to Kristy and Sam in the sixth
grade and Deshawn and Ndeye to
Felipe and Katrice in the fifth and all
the rest were exciting scholars not
only in math, but in their constant
questioning of the world that they live
in.  I love each and every one.  I do
wonder if parents of other children
realize how much they have short-
changed their children by transferring
them out of our remarkable school.

As for me, I don’t know whether I
was really of any help in the class-
room or whether I was successful in
imparting any mathematical knowl-
edge to any one of our students.  I do
know, however, that I learned more
from them about teaching and learn-
ing than they did from me.  I want to
continue next year.

Thanks to the New York City
School Volunteer Program, Inc. for
offering me a new career.

Gene Schapiro

E. Virgil Conway
Chair, MTA
Dear Mr. Conway:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I
wrote to you on March 26, 1998 on
behalf of my constituents on
Roosevelt Island who have been ex-
periencing difficulties as a result of
the MTA’s work on the tracks in the
63rd Street tunnel.

One of the questions I posed to you
in this letter related to the status of
the negotiations between MTA and
the Roosevelt Island Operating Cor-
poration (RIOC) on extending the
MetroCard to passengers of the
Roosevelt Island Tram.  Another
asked for your estimate of what will
be the cost to both the MTA and
RIOC to implement this coverage.

Since my letter was addressed to
you, you might be able to imagine
my surprise at being informed in a
letter in response from NYC Transit
President Reuter dated April 24,
1998, that these subjects involve “a
policy issue which must be resolved
by the Metropolitan Transport Au-
thority and the Roosevelt Island Op-
erating Corporation.”

While I appreciate Mr. Reuter tak-
ing the time to respond and the help-
ful information regarding the health,
safety and operations concerns I
raised in my letter to you, it seems
more than a  little awkward to be told
that I have to go back to you for the
answers that I sought from you in the
first place.

Between the two of you, could you
please figure out who is in the best
position to respond to my inquiries,
and then do so.  Thank you in ad-
vance for what I know will be your
best effort to get this chain-of-com-
mand SNAFU straightened out.

Alexander B. Grannis
Member of Assembly

Dear Assemblymember Grannis:
Thank you for your letter of May

20, 1998 concerning the possible ex-
tension of MetroCard to passengers
of the Roosevelt Island Tram.  I
apologize for the need for a second
letter to answer this request.

MTA, NYCT, and RIOC have
been discussing the possible use of
MetroCard on the Roosevelt Island

To the Editor:
On the occasion of Roosevelt Is-

land Day...
I’d like to thank my mother, Fay

[Vass], for all the hard work she has
put into this day, not to mention other
events.

Whatever my mother does, it’s
because she cares and derives great
pleasure from seeing the people on
the Island working together.

I would like to thank Marilyn and
all the administrative and mainte-
nance staff of Housing Management
for all their efforts and hard work in
making this day a success.  I also
thank everyone for their pride in this
island and their support in making it
a safe and healthy environment.

Michelle Vedra

Roosevelt Island was Ed Logue’s idea.
As President of the New York State
Urban Development Corporation from
1968 to 1975, he led in the production
of 33,000 housing units in the State.  In
1968, he saw what he felt was a great
opportunity in New York City’s Welfare
Island – and the rest is living history.

Hello.  I’m Dr. Jerome Blue, the Governor’s Man Here...

1967

The WIRE welcomes letters to
the Editor, to the community, and
to officials, and will consider pub-
lication on a Name Withheld ba-
sis, but the writer’s name, ad-
dress, and telephone number
must be provided.  Preferred
methods of submission:  IBM-
compatible 3.5-inch floppy disk
(any wordprocessing software)
left at 531 Main Street for The
WIRE;  by ASCII text email
(72260.20@ compuserve.com); or
typed, double-spaced copy left
at 531 Main Street or faxed to
(212) 755-2540.  Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered.
We cannot take dictation of let-
ters by telephone.  All letters are
subject to editing for length
and clarity.

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
Tram for the past several months.
Many details would need to be
worked out for this expansion to take
place, including how the revenue
shortfalls should be allocated.  To
date, firm estimates on costs have not
been established. Discussions on
these and other questions will con-
tinue until all issues are resolved.

Thank you again for your letter.  I
will keep you informed as this effort
progresses.

E. Virgil Conway
Chair, MTA
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Fax or phone event
information to 317-8523.
Please provide a phone
number for follow-up.
There is no charge for
listing Island events here.

Sat., July 4, evening, Southpoint, Macy’s Fireworks.
Tickets at the Tram booth in Manhattan, or at the gate at
Southpoint, if still available.

All month, children and young adults may register at the
Library for the Summer Reading Program.

July, all month, Summer program of the Main Street The-
atre & Dance Alliance, offering dance, exercise, acting
classes.  371-1419.

Sun., July 5, 10:00 a.m., regular meeting, Roosevelt Is-
land Art Association, 546 Main Street, 12th floor.  Live
model.  Call 517-0564.

Tuesdays, Strollercize meets 9:45 a.m.
Wed., July 8, 8:00 p.m., open meeting of the Common

Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents Assocation,
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  Those attending are invited
to address the Council during public session.  No advance

registration required.
Thur. ,  July 9 ,  10:00 a.m.,

meeting of the RIOC Board of
Directors, Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.  Residents who wish to
address the RIOC Board must reg-
ister in advance by calling 838-
4540.

Fri., July 10, 7:00 p.m., Dining Out Group of Roosevelt Island, Zodiac
fish restaurant.  Information:  Harry Small, 583-0064.

Thur., July 16, 7:00 p.m., Jazzmobile with Etta James, Good Shepherd Plaza.
Fri.-Sat., July 24-25, next scheduled issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Advertising in the

paper, Fri., July 17; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., July 20.  Future issues:  August 15, 29;
September 12, 26; October 10, 24; November 7, 21; December 5, 19; January 9, thereafter generally
every two weeks.  Unscheduled extra editions may be published as news and advertising support war-
rant; advertisers who would like to be included in one or more extra editions, without warning, are
invited to call 826-9055 to make their interest known.  Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540;
phone/fax for advertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax for events, 317-8523.

Thur., July 16, 7:00 p.m., Summer Safety Problems, Precinct Meeting with 14th Precinct and Public
Safety, Senior Center, 546 Main Street.

Fri., July 17, TV program, Community Board 8 Speaks, 5:30-6:00 p.m., Time-Warner cable channel
34.  Program on Roosevelt Island.

Wed., Aug. 5, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting.  Public invited.
Thur., Aug. 13, 10 a.m., RIOC Board meeting.  Open to public.
Sat., Sept. 12, Mini-FDR Day.  Watch this column for additional information.
Sat., Sept. 12, Youth Soccer Registration for ages 5-13.  Season starts September 18.
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At the Senior Center
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Mondays
9:30 Stay Well (exercise)
12:45 Arts & Crafts Quilt Project
Tuesdays
1:30 Bingo
Thursdays
12:30 Movie
Fridays
12:30 Oldies Movie (July 10 & 24)
Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games

Special Events
Tue., July 7, 10:30 a.m.,

Better Business Bureau lecture
Wed., July 8, 10:30 a.m.,

Medication Management lecture
Thur., July 9, 10:00 a.m.,

Financial Issues for Senior Citizens

Mike Keller Makes Eagle

Website NYC10044

Mike Keller, Troop 59’s newest Eagle Scout, with his parents, Timothy
and Kathy Keller, and Scoutmaster Geoff Kerr.

Michael Keller has become an Eagle Scout, the highest rank in scouting.
He was honored last month in a Court of Honor ceremony held by his fellow
scouts in Roosevelt Island Troop 59.

On the way to the achievement, Keller earned 21 merit badges and seven
ranks, and served as Patrol Leader and Assistant Senior Patrol Leader.  He
has received the National Honor Medal for saving another’s life, and last
year was a member of a scout crew that went to Philmont, the High Adven-
ture base in the mountains of northern New Mexico, spending ten days back-
packing 60 miles in back country.

For his Eagle service project, Keller researched and documented a tree
walk on Roosevelt Island, producing a brochure for self-guided walks.  He
graduated from high school in June, and will attend Vanderbilt University in
the Fall.

I find it ironic that Roosevelt Island provides such a
spectacular view of perhaps the most impressive cel-
ebration in the country of the “Glorious Fourth,” which
is America’s national symbol of our release from tyr-
anny.

Even New York’s spectacular fireworks are not quite
enough, after all, to truly celebrate the liberty from
tyranny.  The sheer glory of the ideal upon which our
country was founded, which it has so successfully pro-
tected for 222 years, could not be celebrated deserv-
edly enough if all the fireworks “from sea to shining
sea” were gathered in one place
and all set off at the same time.

America was, after all, the
very first government to for-
mally proclaim that each citizen
has the inalienable right to re-
sponsibly choose how he will be
governed.  We’re so accustomed
to that privilege today that it’s
hard to imagine what it meant to
minds that had never conceived
such an idea.

The French were the first to follow our example
and successfully demand self-governance from their
monarch, and that demand created another Revolu-
tion, shortly after ours.  By now, of course, most of
the monarchies and other absolutist governments,
at least in the western world, have conceded – some
entirely and others to one degree or another – that
this startling truth is, in fact, self-evident.  Still, to
this day, there are more people in this world still
living under governmental tyranny than as rulers of
their own lives.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident...”
And so, as a nation, we do.  Thus it is strange to

me to be watching this wonderful cel-
ebration from within the only commu-
nity in the United States of America
from which this inalienable right is
withheld.  I am sure there are many resi-
dents in our community who have never
considered this fact and its implications.
For fact it is.   Although we participate
in the election of New York City’s gov-
erning officials, those elected represen-
tatives have no authority whatsoever on
Roosevelt Island.  Not a jot.  In fact, as
many of them have discovered over the
past two years, they are not even given
common courtesy from those who do
govern the Island.

If we lived in any other neighborhood
in the City, and were disturbed over the
issues that plague us here on the Island, we would have
recourse and access to both our Community Board
and the City Council through our elected Council
member.  If as many of us as have many times pro-
tested here expressed the same feelings, you may be
sure City Council members would pay attention.  They
are elected, after all, to represent us.

But the City Council has no direct power in govern-
ing Roosevelt Island.  Authority here is solely in the
hands of RIOC, the state agency which does govern
the Island.

For our first twenty years as a community, this
tyranny was more benign than otherwise.  The resi-
dents still had to make themselves heard, and fight
for what they wanted, but no prior administration
of RIOC ever failed to acknowledge the rights of
the residents to participate in their community’s
governance.

Until now, RIOC has always acknowledged that the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association was the for-
mal and sole duly-elected representative body of the
residents.  Until now, each administration has worked

with the residents to negotiate satisfac-
tory solutions to inevitable conflicts.
Until now the state agency assumed, as
did the residents, that government can
only act with the consent of the governed.

Until now.
It only goes to show that Thomas

Jefferson and his friends were right.  No
government, no matter how seemingly be-
nign should be left with absolute power.
No citizen of the United States of America

should be without recourse to elected officials, who,
if they misperform, can be voted out of office, as they
were voted in.  We cannot vote RIOC management
out of office.

If we took the matter to court, it is clear that the
governance of our community would be found to be
unconstitutional.

It is certainly true that each of our official off-
Island representatives (City Councilmember Gifford
Miller, State Assemblymember Pete Grannis, State
Senator Olga Mendez) agree with the New York
State Comptroller and the residents in assessing mis-
management of the Island by the current adminis-
tration of RIOC.  Each of them has vigorously sup-

ported our point of view at ev-
ery turn, as has Carolyn
Maloney, our U.S. Represen-
tative.

But not one of them has the
authority even to get RIOC to
return a phone call or answer
a letter... several of which let-
ters have been signed by them
all.

RIOC has stated that the
City Council has no say in how
RIOC manages the Island.
Thankfully, the City Council
does not agree and will at least
fight to hold RIOC to their
lease agreement with the city.

None of this should be neces-
sary.  Not in America.  Roosevelt Island is a very small
place, and we are burdened with a King George our-
selves.

Two hundred twenty five years ago, no one in Eu-
rope would have bet a penny that the small, unruly,
outspoken colony had a chance.  The whole thing was
a ludicrous idea authored by radicals who could be
put down in a week by their rightful rulers, who hardly
had time to consider them at all in the press of their
own affairs.

Are you listening, King George?

Youth Memorial Fountain Plaque dedicated.  The Island’s religious
leaders participated in a moving dedication of the new plaques at Youth
Memorial Fountain on Roosevelt Island Day, Saturday, June 20.
Additional photo coverage, page 7.
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752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Happy Birthday,
America!

And Happy Birthday, New York City.

Roosevelt Island is part of that most special
city in the world, New York, just celebrating

the centennial of its creation.

And Roosevelt Island is – in our eyes – the
most special place in that most special city.
For residents and visitors alike, it’s time to
stop and note just what a great place this is.

And we’re proud to be the restaurant at the
heart of it.  Come in and join us for coffee,

lunch, dinner, or that late-night snack.

We’re here all summer – please join
us.

Morning Worship begins promptly
at 10 a.m. each Sunday all summer
long.

Our full schedule resumes Sunday
Sept. 20th, with the return of our
vicar and the resumption of Sunday
School and Youth Ventures.

Adult Bible Fellowship resumes
Tues. Sept. 22nd at 8 p.m.

The Church of the Good Shepherd is
a Protestant, Episcopal Ecumenical
family of God for all believers and
seekers.

Rev. Oliver T. Chapin
(212) 486-0529

The ChurchThe ChurchThe ChurchThe ChurchThe Church
of theof theof theof theof the

Good ShepherdGood ShepherdGood ShepherdGood ShepherdGood Shepherd

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers

Wallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace Tiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux Finishes

All All All All All AccessorAccessorAccessorAccessorAccessoriesiesiesiesies
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented

Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen Levy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator

531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559
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1590 York Avenue
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387)

or 301 East 76th Street
(212) 734-7051

$30 minimum • Free delivery
Delivery days are Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

MANHATTAN

QUALITY

AT

ROOSEVELT

ISLAND

PRICES
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Roosevelt Island Residents Association, which is the recog-
nized voice of the residents, to start the process.  Let the Presi-
dent of RIRA, Patrick  Stewart, with the approval of the Com-
mon Council, announce his intention to form a 15-member
Home Rule Charter Commission and call for volunteers.  If
there are too many volunteers, he can call for an election.

Creating home rule for Roosevelt Island as a substitute for
RIOC would require amending Chapter 899 of the laws of 1984
and approval by a vote of the residents.

There are two essential provisions:
The Charter must continue to provide for state supervision

of the four housing companies, which own the four housing
projects, at least until the bonds are paid off.  They were all
refinanced in 1997 at lower interest rates.

For the protection of the rest of the State’s investment, the
Home Rule Charter’s annual budget should provide for review
and approval by the State director of the budget until those
bonds are paid off.

These provisions should give all the assurance the State needs
that Roosevelt Island will be fiscally responsible and account-
able.  Assemblymember Pete Grannis’s views on this would be
helpful.

In addition to these basics, I would recommend consid-
eration of the following points:

• A non-partisan elected governing body, drawn propor-
tionately from each of the buildings, with perhaps an additional
representative of the Island’s business community.  The size
and terms to be determined by the Charter Commission.

• A chief executive, either elected as Mayor, or appointed as
town manager.  In any event, whoever is chosen as CEO would
be required to be a resident of the Island.  Where would that
family live?  I suggest Blackwell House.  I made sure it was
suitable for family living.  The term of the CEO to be recom-
mended by the Char-
ter Commission.

• The proposed
charter should have a
public hearing on the
Island and another by
the Manhattan Com-
munity Board, and
possibly by the City
Council.  Council-
member Gifford
Miller would be help-
ful on this point.

• A commitment in
the charter to main-
tain the economic balance for the remaining 2,000 units called
for in Southtown under the original plan.  This will not be easy,
but over time it is doable.

• A commitment for a conference center, hotel, office build-
ing and commercial center, all in Southtown near the subway,
all as called for in the original plan and helping to support sub-
sidized housing and the Roosevelt Island community generally.

• The tram.  We deemed the tram necessary.  It was the late
architect-skier Bill Chaffee’s idea, necessary because the MTA
was 10 years late in providing promised subway access.  The
tram should remain.  I personally would give a long-term lease
to the MTA at no capital cost with a commitment to retain it at
specified levels of service.  The consequent reduction in the
insurance premium alone should make the tram run in the black.

• Ban Main Street parking.  It is disgraceful that parking is
permitted on Main Street.  The revenue produced is trivial.
Every time I have visited, there are more cars on Main Street.

• Schools.  It was a major mistake to abandon the mini-schools.
As the school population grows with more housing completed,
those schools should be returned to use, perhaps with the
younger K-3 grades.  Livingston Street bureaucrats don’t like
small schools.  They are wrong.

• The Roosevelt Memorial.  It was John Oakes, then Editor
of the editorial page of The New York Times, who first sug-
gested the name.  We loved it and so did then-Mayor John V.
Lindsay.

Then the Roosevelt Memorial group, the Four Freedoms
Foundation, joined in and proposed a memorial to FDR.  Ev-
erybody loved that idea.  We picked the famous Lou Kahn as
the architect.  His work was delayed because he ignored our
budget ceiling of $4,000,000.  When the final design came in it
was approved all around, but he died before the contract draw-
ings could be completed.  UDC paid to have them concluded
by a talented architect who deeply admired Kahn.  UDC was
also able to get pledges from Malcolm Wilson and John Lind-
say (two Republicans!) to put up $2,000,000 apiece.  When the
financial crisis hit New York City, Mayor Beame’s administra-
tion had to withdraw that pledge.  The latest estimate I have
heard, $12,000,000, is absurd.

It seems to me that in these times, city and state could again
be asked to chip in.  I have not been impressed by the fundraising
of the Roosevelt Memorial group.  Their role needs to be com-
pletely reassessed.

Giacomo Manzu, a brilliant Italian sculptor, was engaged to
do the statue.  He has since died.  I can think of a New York-
based sculptor who could do the job very well.

In any event, a reconstituted, home rule-oriented Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation should take charge of getting the
Memorial done.

There are other thoughts I have, but that is enough for now.  I
strongly urge the Roosevelt Island Residents Association to
reach out and seek friends among its East Side neighbors and
the Municipal Art Society.  Of the various citations I have re-
ceived, this is my favorite:

The Municipal Art Society of New York awards its Certifi-
cate of Merit to Edward J. Logue for personally seizing this
opportunity and using all of his powers and skills to realize the
very best of what is possible in making cities.  Roosevelt Island
is perhaps the most delightful place for living created in New
York City in this century.  We salute it for its playful tramway,
for its charming riverine streets, and for the attention it pays to
a broad range of design possibilities.

Conclusion:  The residents are going to have to take the
leadership and the initiative.  If they are united, they will
soon govern themselves.

Logue from page 2

1983

lis chewing the fat with his cronies. With his ever present cigar,
60’s pony tail and well-worn clothes, he was... well, eccentric.
Not at all like another famous Island House resident, the im-
peccably dressed Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the U.N.
But on a recent day, there was Al Lewis, wearing a beautifully
tailored, double-breasted, dark blue suit.  His hair pulled neatly
back, the only evidence of his sartorial individuality a broad-
brimmed Western hat, he was on the way to a photo shoot for
Esquire.

What’s happening?  Unless you’ve been living in a coal mine
for the last two months, you
know that Al Lewis is run-
ning for Governor as the
Green Party candidate.  The
Greens, best known for run-
ning Ralph Nader for Presi-
dent, probably don’t have a
chance, and deciding to put
Lewis on the ticket was ini-
tially perceived as an atten-
tion-grabbing stunt by
some.  But Craig Seeman,
New York State Campaign
Manager, sees Lewis as a
legitimate candidate, “a grassroots activist who shares our poli-
tics and goals.”  And Lewis doesn’t have to win to help the
Greens (as they call themselves) in a big way.  If Lewis gets
50,000 votes, and Seeman is convinced he will, the Green Party
will have a ballot line and be on voter registration cards for
several future elections, “and that will make it easier for activ-
ists all around the state to run in local races.”  As if that state-
ment isn’t strong enough, Seeman goes on to say that “if you
vote for the losing major party candidate in New York State,
(probably the Democrats this year) it will be a wasted vote; if
you vote for Al Lewis, you will create a new political party in
New York that will be a victory for all activists.”

Several months ago, Seeman began to listen to Lewis on
WBAI and discovered that many of his positions were identi-
cal to the Green platform.  After hearing Lewis say, on air, that
taking action was more important than complaining, Seeman
contacted Lewis, who after some discussion, agreed to be nomi-
nated at the August convention.  For now, the radio show that
started it all can continue, but FCC regulations will require him
to give it up once he is an official candidate.

munity.”  Weinstein opposes a Tram-
way takeover by the MTA, but not all
the residents and interested parties are
agreed on that (see guest editorial from
Ed Logue, page 2).

Larry Reuter, President of New York
City Transit, acknowledges there was a
lull in negotations with RIOC, but says
things have picked up lately.  “Various
things are under discussion,” he says, re-
fusing to be specific but adding, “I think
you’ll see something shortly.  If we re-
ally take a look at the way RIOC oper-
ates, we may change the fundamental re-
lationship.”

Resident James Kaufman, an attorney
who serves with Reuter on the National
Council on Transportation, demonstrates
more disgust:  “MetroCard was offered
long ago to RIOC on the same basis as
every other private transportation entity,
and Blue rejected it, saying he couldn’t
afford the equipment.  Assemblymember
Pete Grannis tried to reach Blue to say
there is State money available in the 1998
budget for the equipment, but Jerry never
returned his call.  Jerry wants it to appear
to Albany that he has created economic
self-sufficiency for Roosevelt Island,
when in reality that’s just not true.”

Michael Greason, speaking for RIOC,
told The WIRE RIOC feels Roosevelt Is-
land is included in the one city, one fair
MetroCard deal, by virtue of subway and
Q103 bus service.

Kaufman says out that Blue is con-
cerned about a revenue shortfall on “sec-
ond swipes,” those free transfers riders
would get to the Tram.

A Real Threat?
But New York City’s transit econom-

ics are changing today, July 4, 1998, and
a likely loss of commuter traffic could
produce a shortfall for the Tramway, any-
way.  Here’s why:

Before the days of free transfers and a
10% discount for buying $15 or more of
Metrocard at once, it made little difference

Lewis from page 1

MetroCard from page 1

...as actor, in The World of Henry Orient (1965)

...as nominee

Lewis is fond of a Molly Ivins quote about “dancing with the
one what brung ya.”  But he says, “I’m a political person but
I’m not a politician...  Nobody brung me.  I paid my own way
to the dance.”

Lewis’s initiation to social activism came early.  The son
of a Russian-born Jewish mother who was the first of her
family to come to the U.S., Lewis grew up respecting learn-
ing and hating oppression.  A circus performer at 13, Lewis
eventually earned a Ph.D. in Child Psychology because “it
was a challenge and I thought I could contribute.”  Chal-
lenging and contributing, two themes that have resonated
throughout his life.  But, disliking “the paperwork,” he left
psychology after two years.  As a busy full-time actor, he
worked in radio, movies, and of course in television, first in
Hollywood in Car 54, Where Are You? and then moved to
New York for the Munsters role that changed his life and
made him recognizable all over the world.

But Lewis was always an activist, and when he had a
chance to work at WBAI, he jumped at the chance to have a
forum for voicing his irreverent and outspoken opinions.
WBAI Program Director Samori Marksman sees him as an
inspiration to listeners, not just because he is “a fountain of
youth” but because “he is not afraid to say what he believes.”
And he regularly urges his listeners to action.  Taking a page
from Mayor LaGuardia, who read the comics to the chil-
dren of New York, Lewis regularly reads from some of the
60 American and foreign newspapers and magazines to

which he subscribes.
On a recent program, he

was most passionate
about a book suggesting
that the Nazis were toler-
ated because they com-
mitted their atrocities in a
series of steps and that “if
Jews had been gassed in
’33 instead of ’43, people
would have been horrified
and done something.”
Lewis asserts that the pro-
cess of “gradualism” “is

happening in the U.S. today and power-grabbing gradual-
ists are taking over more and more of American life.  To
Lewis, “going along just to get along” is “being a ‘good
German.”

Asked his definition of a happy life, Lewis says, “The secret
is to find something you love to do, and then spend your life
doing it.”  When will her 88-year-old husband retire?  Karen
Ingenthron-Lewis says adamantly “my husband is never going
to retire!”  Lewis backs her up by saying,  “What would I retire
to – the rocking chair?”

What is impor-
tant to Lewis, he
makes clear,  is
“the struggle – the
advancement of
people.”  And he
makes it even
clearer that, for
him, the struggle
will not soon end.

Al Lewis as WBAI call-in host

whether an Island resident used subway or
Tram.  Either way, the cost was the same.

Once the discount became available,
the incremental cost of a decision to use
the Tramway instead of the subway be-
came 15 cents – the 10% saving sacri-
ficed when taking the Tram.

But now, anyone holding a weekly or
monthly farecard will face an incremen-
tal cost of $1.50 every time s/he takes the
Tram, because after 12 rides a week or
42 rides a month, subways and buses be-
come free, while the Tramway still ex-
acts a $1.50 token purchase.

Holders of the farecards will feel a real
pressure to use the card every time they
travel, lest they fall short of the minimum
number of rides required to chalk up a
saving.  That means many – perhaps most
– of the Roosevelt Islanders who com-
mute to Manhattan daily will feel cheated,
or guilty, if they forego a free subway ride
and hand over $1.50 for a Tram trip.

The Tramway’s rush-hour ridership is
likely to drop, perhaps not immediately,
and perhaps not all the way to the levels
of off-rush trips.  But a revenue drop is
likely to be noticeable at RIOC, where
Blue is keenly focused on break-even or
better for the Island’s income and outgo,
and still determined not to ask for the State
subsidies that were promised for the Is-
land until a 20,000 population mark
would produce self-sufficiency.  If the
MTA ever drops the price on the weekly/
monthly farecards, as City Council
Speaker Peter Vallone has urged, more
transit users will be pulled from the Tram.

In his attempts at economy, Blue has
twice attempted to cut Tramway service
in the past year.  One was an announce-
ment, posted suddenly and without effec-
tive community consultation, stripping
away the last shift of the day and termi-
nating service at 9:45 p.m.  There was an
outcry, and it didn’t happen, but Blue’s
intentions were clear and the rollback of
his decision wasn’t accompanied by any
bankable guarantees that it wouldn’t hap-
pen again.

Blue’s second attempt at a Tramway
cutback came after the January accident
in which a construction crane damaged a
cabin and scared the bejezus out of two
dozen riders.  Blue announced a layoff
of Tramway staff and appeared deter-
mined to use the accident as an excuse to
delay a return to service.  Again, there
was a stink, and he was overruled.  But
again, there was no ironclad guarantee he
wouldn’t look for another excuse to cut
Tramway service and costs.

Tram Secure?
It’s unclear just how secure the Island’s

beloved Tramway is.  There have been
occasional, quiet, off-the-record assur-
ances from those nominally over Blue,
but nothing in writing.  Nobody, it seems,
wants to get on the record in a way s/he
might regret sometime later.

The result is a constant uncertainty
about the Tram.  On the one hand, there’s
the nagging worry that cost-cutting might
somehow win the day in a quick-savings
move that most Tram advocates see as
impulsive and short-sighted.  The coun-
terpoint to that worry is a nervous half-
certainty that “it would never be allowed”
– a Tram cutback, that is.  The nervous-
ness comes from the lack of reliable guar-
antees, and the nagging fear that the pub-
lic officials responsible might just cave
in next time Jerry Blue makes a case for
saving money by cutting Tram service.

There is the insistence that the Tram is
absolutely necessary to meet the require-
ments of the Americans With Disabili-
ties Act, and a strong sentiment to mount
a legal challenge to any fiddling with the
Tram.

Even so, near-term inclusion of the
Tramway in the MetroCard system
would go a long way to reassure Island
residents that the Tram has a secure
future as a part of Roosevelt Island life.
But from the exchange of letters we
publish on page 2 of this issue, we might
judge that the officialdom involved is
far better at passing the buck than get-
ting the job done.
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by John J. Goldman
Los Angeles Times Staff Writer

New York – It is a fight complete with Revolutionary War
images:  charges of an autocratic colonial overseer, secret trea-
ties and groups of residents banded together to repel invaders.

Welcome to the battle for Roosevelt Island.
Not just 147 acres of prime real estate dotted by landmarks

in the middle of the East River between Manhattan and Queens,
the island stands as a piece of urban history – a prime example
of the planned community movement, where people of differ-
ence races and incomes live together harmoniously.

It is a small-town America plunked down in the middle of
the nation’s largest city. Just 3½ minutes away by a spectacular
aerial tramway from Bloomingdale’s country on Manhattan’s
Upper East Side, the citizens of Roosevelt Island – some of
whom commute by cable car – have enjoyed a sense of separa-
tion and distance from big-city worries.

Until now.
The calm has been shattered by plans to build a 355-room

Marriott hotel with 26-story twin towers – plus a convention
center and condominiums – in a gated community on 10 acres
of parkland on the southern tip of the island.

“They are trying to commercialize an essentially residential
operation,” said H. Patrick Stewart, president of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association.  “It goes right back to George III
– taxation without representation.”

“The construction will take eight years of trucks coming onto
our island, eight years of strangers coming in,” complained Jef-
frey Hochman, a city planner who lives on the island. “We
have the lowest crime rate of any community in New York. We
want to keep it that way... It would totally change the funda-
mental character of the island.”

“I think it would look appropriate in the Milwaukee airport,”
scoffed Judith Berdy, Vice President of the island’s historical
society.

But officials of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corp. counter
that the local economy badly needs improvement.

“For the island to be self-sufficient, we have to complete
what was envisioned in 1969,” said Michael T. Greason, the
corporation’s director of communications.

“We need to bring more development to the island ... We
have 19 mom-and-pop shops, a candy store, a delicatessen,
and even they are having a hard time making ends meet. The
private population can’t sustain it.”

Even so, he added, “change is never viewed favorably” among
some of the longtime residents.

Roosevelt Island Residents Wage Battle Against Development
Plans for hotel complex are forcing citizens to finally confront commercialism.

Published June 23, 1998.  Copyright, 1998, Los Angeles Times.  Reprinted by permission.

“The bottom line is, we are just another community in the
city of New York, and we are the lease administrators,” Greason
said. “We are not the colonial governors that they envision.”

Although part of New York City, Roosevelt Island has a
unique operating structure. Key decisions are made by a board
of directors, nominated by the governor and confirmed by the
state Senate. Three of the members must be residents.

To understand the protectiveness some islanders feel, a little
history is necessary.

In 1828, New York City purchased the land, then named
Blackwell’s Island –a decidedly unpleasant place with prisons,
chronic disease hospitals and an insane asylum.

Charles Dickens visited in 1841 –and was glad to leave.
“Everything had a lounging, listless, madhouse air about it

which was very painful,” he wrote.
In 1887, Nellie Bly – the intrepid reporter for Joseph Pulitzer’s

New York World –deliberately got herself committed to Octa-
gon Tower, the mental hospital, to expose the facility’s terrible
conditions.

Mayor John V. Lindsay formed a committee in 1968 to ex-
plore plans for the island, and the idea of an economically and
racially integrated community was born. It was renamed
Roosevelt Island, and the first housing units opened in 1975.
Today, there are 8,500 residents.

One of them, Richard C. Wade, professor emeritus of urban
history at the City University of New York, lectured RIOC Presi-
dent Jerome H. Blue in a letter to The WIRE, Roosevelt Island’s
newspaper.

“We were here years ago. We are here now. And we will be
here after you are gone,” Wade wrote.  “Why do you persist in
making irresponsible proposals whose consequences you want
to saddle on the island you scarcely know, and will be long
gone before they even begin? Why not genuinely consult the
residents who have to live with your cockamamie ideas, none
of which will ever be built?”

On a recent afternoon, teenagers hung out in front of the stores
on Main Street as in any small town. A softball game was un-
derway on one of the baseball fields. Along the promenade
bordering the East River, senior citizens sat on park benches in
the sunshine and exchanged confidences as a tugboat pushed
an oil barge briskly upstream.

There are tennis courts, swimming pools – enough greenery
that the island was designated a Tree City USA for the fifth
year in a row. The award goes to communities significantly
contributing to the environment by planning and regularly main-
taining trees.

But some residents fear their lifestyle is under siege.
“[Blue] wants to go back to what was here 25 years ago,”

said Wade, seated in his living room with a postcard-like view
of Manhattan. “It is the most successful new town anywhere in
the world .... Groups from all over the world come to study it.
He thinks it is a failure. He will bring in the people we kept out
before.”

Opponents charge the plan was conceived secretly and sprung
on them with little notice, like a squall on the East River.

So they in turn have dispatched forces to Manhattan to form
their own alliances.

Meetings have been held with the occupants of posh co-
op apartments on Beekman and Sutton Place, who look out
at the island and don’t want their views spoiled by a hotel
sign. Residents of the two Manhattan neighborhoods have
demonstrated their clout before. When they objected to plans
to build the Manhattan tramway station in their area, it was
shifted uptown.

Gov. George Pataki’s administration has stopped a long-
standing policy of state subsidies to the island, arguing it must
become self-sufficient.

Plans are underway to build 2,000 more units of housing,
and proponents say the Marriott project will provide an addi-
tional $2 million in revenues and 100 jobs.

Opponents argue the hotel complex which will be served by
a ferry, is the wrong project in the wrong place, destroying
precious parkland. An alternative would be to scale it down
and include it in the new housing, to be built on a site called
Southtown.

“That was the original plan. That’s where the hotel was sup-
posed to be,” said Edward Logue, the island’s original planner
and developer.

“We are not against development,” Stewart said. “We are
against overly grandiose things.”

Opponents argue that under the terms of the agreement that
originally created Roosevelt Island, a vote of the New York
City Council is necessary before the complex can proceed.

That view is challenged by the operating corporation.
“It [the agreement] really does not define anything,” Greason

said. “It keeps things very, very generic. It has been ignored at
times. It has been changed at times. It has been amended at
times. For some people, the general development plan is the
gospel. But it is not a statute.”

Meantime, residents have adopted the philosophy of the first
official American flag raised by Lt. John Paul Jones on Dec. 3,
1775: “Don’t tread on me.”

As Vice-President of her children’s PTA, she
persuaded school officials to keep the school’s
after-hours center open until 7:00 p.m. for the
offspring of working parents.

She still visits St. Thomas regularly.  Her
family is well-known there; her late brother,
Warren E. Brown, was a Secretary of the
island’s Senate.

Before Roosevelt Island, Dorothy Donald
lived in the South Bronx.  There she established
and incorporated the Bronx Citizens Commit-
tee in 1975 and presided over its Board of Di-
rectors.  The organization’s “Sobering-Up-Sta-
tion” provided alcohol and drug treatment ser-
vices to many clients in Morris Heights.

In 1989 she moved to Roosevelt Island to
live at 2 River Road, and got involved early on
as an original member of the Tram Commit-
tee.  Al Weinstein, who
chairs that committee, de-
scribes her with respect that
borders on awe, as “a very
interesting and effective
woman,” remembering
how she helped the com-
mittee save the Tram when
its continued operation was
threatened.

But her community in-
volvement didn’t stop
there.  She served six years
as her building’s represen-
tative to the Roosevelt Is-
land Residents Associa-
tion.  “I like living on this
island and I really like my
apartment.  We keep our
building spic and span,”
she says in a manner at once
matter-of-fact and deter-
mined.

Donald has been heard at
meetings of the Board of
RIOC, the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration, speaking encouraging words to Dr.
Jerome Blue, its beleaguered President.  Of
him, she says, “He is really a very nice man,
very polite.  He is doing what he was sent here
to do, but he’s getting blamed for carrying out
the agenda of his bosses.  It’s all just politics.  I
feel sure he’d like to live in harmony with this
community, but he doesn’t trust anyone here.
I wish the great silent majority on this island
would give some help to Dr. Blue instead of
fighting him.”

She speaks of such matters from experience
gained over a lifetime, and specifically through

Website NYC10044

Dorothy Donald as she spoke at
the April meeting of the RIOC
Board of Directors.

Donald from page 1

a 12-year period as a Research and Evaluation
Specialist with the Hunts Point Community
Corporation, a non-profit anti-poverty agency
funded by the U.S.  Office of Economic Op-
portunity.  She was responsible for aiding low-
income households by matching them with the
appropriate social services.  From that special
perspective, she lobbied for federally-funded
supplement programs.  A certificate of appre-
ciation proclaims, of her work:  You have en-
abled the New York City Food Stamp Alert
to reach hundreds of thousands of fellow
New Yorkers who could not have been
reached without your commitment, continu-
ous support and dedication.

“My staff and I visited hundreds of unem-
ployment offices... people standing in long
lines...  We discovered that many could not

apply for food stamps be-
cause they did not have
even the small amount of
money required to pur-
chase them, until their first
unemployment compensa-
tion check came through.  I
spoke with some men from
the federal government
about it, and shortly there-
after it was changed so
there was no longer a
charge for them,” she re-
calls.

Still speaking from ex-
perience, she adds, “I be-
lieve in welfare.  It has its
place, but it is not a rest-
ing place.”

A severe illness in 1978
forced Dorothy Donald to
stop working.  She lost
her South Bronx home
and found herself almost
homeless.  Then she heard

about the Northtown Phase II proposal for
Roosevelt Island and its planned apartments
reserved for Seniors and the Disabled. She
applied, and on December 15, 1988 heard
that she had been selected for an apartment
in 2 River Road.  And that is how she re-
turned to the much-changed Island where she
had once worked, bringing her vibrant per-
sonality, her commanding presence, and her
dedication to a new community.

When asked what, over the years, has
pleased her most, Dorothy Donald replies
thoughtfully, “Helping other people, so that
my life will not have been in vain.”

Roosevelt Island Day June 20

Scenes from the Island’s family album
Of the hundreds of pictures we could print (if we had the pages) of the hundreds who came out

to spruce up Roosevelt Island and have a good time together, we can’t resist the kids.  So with
apologies to all those who tolerated the snapshooting of those credited below, and who deserve
the recognition of a photo here, we present some of the young faces that made the day shine.

Photos:
Doryne Isely
George Rubin
Website NYC10044
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Frances Salten
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Who has time to clean?

The Best Home Services!
We clean your home, or office, as if it’s our own.

Insured • Bonded • Dependable

212 688-6712
Serving Roosevelt Island for 10 years

The WIRE is a PURR-fect newspaper

Speedy, Tatiana, Judith Berdy

Fourth of July Business Card Advertisers & Supporters

Thank you
The Main Street WIRE
thanks the supporters whose
names appear here and
whose business cards
appear on these pages.
Your support is a valuable
commitment that helps
insure continued publication
of this community
newspaper.

Next Business Card Special
– around Thanksgiving time.

Please support
WIRE advertisers.



Tennis Instructor
USPTR-certified

Private • Semi-Private • Groups

Joyce Mincheff

212 486-1977
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RooseRooseRooseRooseRoosevelt Island’velt Island’velt Island’velt Island’velt Island’s Nes Nes Nes Nes New Dealw Dealw Dealw Dealw Deal
MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN TTTTTO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALL

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)
1 Year = 5.85% • 2 Years = 6.00% • 3 Years = 6.25%

YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

Additional Services

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY � 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. • Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.

363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http:/ /www.montauk-cu.com

Savings Accounts = 4.00%
with an APY of 4.06%

Checking Accounts = 2.00%
APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

• ATM Cards
• Money Orders
• Cashier Checks
• Certified Checks

• MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
• New & Used Vehicle Loans
• Secured and Personal Loans
• Long Distance Toll-Free Number

• Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction
• Residential Mortgages
• FREE Notary Service (for members)
• Custodial Accounts

GreatGreatGreatGreatGreat

Very experienced

Shiatsu massage
practitioner

Shiatsu is a wonderful bodywork experience during
which the meridians are stretched and exercised and
energy throughout the body is released.  Your tension,
fatigue and pain go away; your body and mind relax.

RI resident.  Reasonable rates.  758-5906
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FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

BRABRABRABRABRACESCESCESCESCES
AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!
WWWWWe offe offe offe offe offer free orer free orer free orer free orer free orthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to chil-hil-hil-hil-hil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Rooseveltveltveltveltvelt

Island.Island.Island.Island.Island.
Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call for an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staff
200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street

212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285
501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street

212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722

DOMINICK

CALDERONI
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ACCIDENTS � DIVORCE � BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES � OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
 OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

(718)

319-1400
KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCI, LLP

Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm, M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D.....
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice Hoursssss
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Tuesday • 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7

**Dental Insurance Accepted Towards Payment**

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

SUBLET WANTED – Furnished, starting August 1 for 2-4 months.  For
professional couple moving to New York, while they look for permanent
residence.  832-5383.

FOR SALE – HEATED 2-BEDROOM CABIN, Catskill foothills.  2.75 hours
from GWB.  2 wooded acres surrounded by 110 acres woods & farmland.
Private.  Fabulous views.  $29,500.  Phone 753-0678 or Century21 518-
234-8213.

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME – Home-based business opportunity P/T, F/T,
for Entrepreneurs, Medical & Business Professionals interested in increasing
their income.  Company is well-known, multi-million dollar, NASDAQ
Preventative Health-Care.  Call Island resident 1-800-281-5424 for 24-hour
Recorded Message.

EXCELLENT NANNY – who babysits our 17-month child F/T at our home in
Manhattan Park is available to babysit additional children during the day F/T,
P/T.  Bilingual French & English.  Call (212) 583-9067

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY – Assistant to owner of Island-
run business.  Most AM’s 9-noon.  Call 688-6712.

NEED STORAGE SPACE? – Call Steinway Moving and Storage - 5x7 private
storage vaults.  Just 5 minutes from Main Street.  Materials and pickup
available.  718-278-9090.

CAT SITTER available on RI.  My home or yours.  References provided.
Eugenie (212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift
certificate available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

MOVING?  CALL STEINWAY MOVERS – Local and long-distance moving
and storage service.  Packing - Boxes - Free Estimates - Over 70 years of
service.  718-278-9090.

CLOSET SPECIALIST – Designs, Accessories, Installations.  Double your
closet  space.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214

WORD PROCESSING & EDITING SERVICES – Manuscripts, curricula vitae
& resumes, theses & term papers, business correspondence, etc.  Call
Jacqueline at (212) 909-6368

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for
dance and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island.  Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend sitting
also.  Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

Classified 751-8214

Roosevelt Island’s Strikers won the East-
ern New York Youth Soccer Association
Challenge Cup on June 20.  Arthur A. Gray
provided this report of the season and fi-
nal game.

The final game was held Saturday, June 20,
1998 in North Rockland, New York.  Within
the first five minutes, the Roosevelt Island
Strikers, a well-oiled
team, scored the first
goal.  Pape Moustapha
Seye made a beautiful
pass to Mansour Seck,
who popped it in.
Twenty-five minutes later, the Hauppauge Pa-
triots scored a goal, when the ball ricocheted
off the foot of our defender, Dagan Uhle, and
tied the game 1-1.  So ended the first half.

In the second half, Mansour Seck and
Lamine Toure moved the ball down the field,
eluding Patriot defenses.
Mansour, with a touch pass from
Pape Moustapha, booted it in to
give the Roosevelt Island Strik-
ers a 2-1 lead.  But still we needed
an insurance goal.  Those in at-
tendance cheered the team on.
The defense stepped up.  Andrew
Giacalone made several beauti-
ful saves.  Other defensive efforts
from Papa Souleymane Sane,
Nicholas Ortiz, Eugen Stancut,
Mohammed Abubakar and
Dagan Uhle shut down the des-
perate efforts of the Patriots.  Re-
peatedly we went on the attack.
Then Papa Souleymane, who had
skillfully weaved through three
defenders, passed the ball to
Lamine, who expertly put it away
for our third goal.  Their defense
was stunned.

Unfortunately Issah Sanusi and
Nii-Ato Bentsi Enchill, who had
played excellently all season
long, could not participate in this
game due to injuries.

The beautiful wood-carved
winners’ plaque was presented to our coaches,
Brice Douma and Euloge Makombo.  Players
and coaches received medals and victors’ jack-
ets.  Following the ceremony, our opponents’

coach generously said, “Our players are just
not used to such a high level of play.  But it
was a good experience.”

It was this quality of play that took the team
all the way to the Finals.  The Strikers had to

play three elimination games to get to the quar-
ter Finals:  6-0 against the Wantagh Sea Taz
Devils; 5-2 against the Little Neck/Douglaston
Eagles; 2-1 against the POB Hawks.

Our toughest game, on May 14, was against
the POB Hawks.  But the season’s second game
was the most distressing.  We had home ad-
vantage, but the referee failed to show up two

Sundays in a row.  The
opposing team was de-
termined that we
should forfeit the
game because of this,
but the final decision

by the Eastern New York Youth Soccer Asso-
ciation was that we would have to give up home
advantage and play the Eagles on their home
field.  Furthermore, the game had to be played
in midweek, no later than 5:00 p.m.  Scram-
bling to get home from various high schools

and on to Long Is-
land on time for
kick-off presented
perhaps a greater
challenge than the
game itself.  We
punished our op-
ponents’ demand
for a forfeit by
eliminating them.

Then on to
Cobleskill, a four-
hour drive north,
for the quarter-fi-
nals.  We blew out
Valley Storm 8-0.
One could see the
Strikers gaining in
confidence.  Then
the Staten Island
Jets came to our
home field.  Emil
Cohill reffed a
tight game.  We
took that one 2-1.
The winning goal
was a beautiful
header by Papa

Souleymane.  It was an excellent game.
We were not to be stopped, but we had to wait

three weeks for the final game.  We prepared.  We
challenged ourselves not to be overconfident.

Nonetheless, there was the conviction
in each player, “We will win!”

The Strikers victory was a dream
come true for me.  Claus Cardinal
and I shared the presidency of the
Roosevelt Island Youth Soccer As-
sociation (RIYSA) from 1988 to
1992.  For years Claus, I and others
dreamed of a travel team.  The
coaches, Brice and Euloge, urged us
to make it happen.  It took a deter-
mined woman to make our dreams
come true.  Christa Kornhuber, sup-
ported by her son Alexander’s dedi-
cation to playing on the team, con-
vinced her husband Joern to help her
to manage the team.  Ian Kross, the
president of RIYSA, lent his firm
support.  Brice and Euloge took on
the job as coaches.

The extensive efforts which
Christa, Joern, Euloge and Brice put into mak-
ing this a success are to be commended.  Christa
and Joern’s home often became a home away
from home for a number of players, and a place
for many meetings.  As a result, not only did
the team win this State Championship, but also
advanced to a close second place in the Cos-
mopolitan League, which is the league that
covers the five Boroughs of New York City.

Congratulations to each player and the whole
team, and thanks to all who lent their support!

Soccer Dream Pays Off

Strikers Are State Champions

Pape Mustapha Seye outflanks a
Staten Island Jets defender in the
State Cup semi-final game.

Youth Soccer (ages 5-13) resumes with
registration the weekend after Labor Day.
Information:  935-6598 or 688-3358.
More details here next WIRE.

Photos by Joern Kornhuber

Jubilant Strikers gather for a team photo (page 1) after
their State Cup victory.

The WIRE’s sports reporter position is open.  If you’re interested in
handling this valuable volunteer contribution to the Roosevelt Island
community, or would like to propose a candidate, please call 826-9055.
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More Large Print Books at Library
Roosevelt Island’s new New York Public Library branch has significantly expanded its col-

lection of large print books, Lawrence Kapture, Branch Librarian, announced.  The books,
which have proven to be increasingly popular with senior citizens and others of impaired vision,
provide a source of best sellers, biographies and other reading matter for those who have diffi-
culty in using the books in the standard printed format.

By enlarging the special section, the Library is working to enhance its services to all segments
of the Island’s population.

Summer Reading Program
A New York State Summer Reading Club for children and young adults has been launched by

the Library.  Island youngsters may sign up at the Library and be assigned to “reading teams.”
They will then read books of their choice during the summer and will be given the opportunity
to present reports on their reading at a gala party at the Library in September.

To sign up, ask any of the Library staff for information.

New Programs at Westview Pool
The Westview Swim Club has begun offering a variety of body building, strengthening and

toning classes to all Island residents, under a new manager, Eric Soto.  The club has been
renovated and now has an entire range of body development equipment to support its slogan,
“It’s all at the Westview Swim Club.”

A new slate of instructors is on hand for special classes in aerobics, yoga, body sculpting,
water aerobics, and individual swimming lessons.  A certified personal trainer is also available.

Club hours are noon to 8:00 .m. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday through Sunday, and 6:00
a.m. to 10:00 a.m., plus 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

To reserve places in classes or get additional information, call 421-5156.
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Video Express
THE WORLD’S LARGEST VIDEO DELIVERY STORE

ORDER MOVIES FROM THE COMFORT
OF YOUR OWN HOME

YOU CALL, WE DELIVER, WE PICK UP

TO JOIN CALL 752-FILM (3456)
OVER 7,000 TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM

Dial the HOTLINE for newest releases 752-8333
Store hours:  EVERY DAY FROM 11:00 TO MIDNIGHT

MID-SUMMER MADNESS

BRONZE 10 RENTALS + 2 FREE (3.25 EACH)
SILVER 20 RENTALS + 5 FREE (2.80 EACH)
GOLD 40 RENTALS + 15 FREE (2.21 EACH)

PLATINUM 100 RENTALS + 35  FREE (2.03 EACH)

THE ONLY VIDEO STORE IN MANHATTAN
THAT DELIVERS TO
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Free pickup & delivery
Free Membership

New releases every Tuesday

MID-WEEK
MADNESS

TUES & WED - 3 FOR 2
THURS - 2 FOR 1

CHILDREN’S 2 FOR 1 EVERY DAY

• Children’s films •
• Action movies •

• Comedy & Drama •
• Foreign & Classics •

• Adult Movies •


