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RI Strrkers Are State Soccer Champs

These Guys Are Winners! Roosevelt Island’s Strikers took the state soccer championship in a June 20
game (report on page 11). Left to right, first row: Andrew Giacalone, Mohammed Abubakar. Second row:
Brice Douma, Makhtar Deme, Michael Kirkman, Nii-Ato Bentsi Enchill, Ashraf Rijal, Alexander Kornhuber,
Omar Sommereyns. Third row: Euloge Makombo, Pape Moustapha Seye, Dagan Uhle, Daniel Gil, Charles
Gray, Papa Souleymane Sane, Nicholas Ortiz, Lamine Toure, Eugen Stancut, Mansour Seck.
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Almost unbelievably, it's been
four and ahalf years. Sinceitshirth
inJanuary, 1994, transit ridershave
become accustomed to the
MetroCard’s role as universal
means of access to transportation.

Except the Roosevelt Island
Tramway.

And since last July 4, it's been
“onecity, onefare.” TheStaten|s-
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After Years of Metro Card
Tramway Is Still Left Out

News Analysis by Dick Lutz

weekly cap (or $63 monthly) on
your transportation costs, moving
about freely without aneed toreach
into your pocket for additional
money.

Unless you want to use the
Tramway.

For Roosevelt Ilanderswho pre-
fer the Tram, “one city, one fare”
is something of a sour myth. And

And since January '98, if you
werewilling to buy transit $15at a
time, you caught a 10% discount,
reducing the ride cost to $1.35 a
shot every time you boarded.

Except for taklng the Tram.

And starting tod a?/ you can buy
a weekly or monthly farecard, so
that if you're a frequent flyer on
things MTA, you can put a $17

Joern Kornhuber

land Ferry be- for those Is-
came a free landers who
ride, and trans- Tram Shutdown love their
fers between | The Tramway is expected to iconic Tram,
buses and sub- close for required maintenance, it's no longer
ways made all starting about July 18, for 2-3 ust amatter of
New York a weeks. There has been no temg left out
new transpor- announcement from RIOC about of the savings.
tation bargain. substitute bus service. Assessing

Except for the situation,
theTram. the chair of the Residents Associa-

tion Tram Committee, Al
Weinstein, says, “Dr. Jerome Blue
(President of RIOC, the Roosevelt
Island Operating ngf)oration) has
failed to take any real initiative to
provide the MetroCard for
Roosevelt Island. Thisis yet an-
other blatant failure to respond to
the needs and wishes of the com-

See MetroCard, page 6

Yankees vs Rl Seniors?

City funding for severa Island
programs may fall victimto adis-
pute between Mayor Rudy Giuliani
and the City Council. The AVAC
system, used to removetheldand's
garbage, may be threatened.

Thefundsinvolved are* member
items” put into the budget by
Councilmember Gifford Miller,
who represents Roosevelt Island.
In addition to the AVAC system,
they include funds for the Seniors
program, the Y outh Program, the
Roosevelt Idand Disabled Associa-
tion, and others.

The background of the dispute
involves Giuliani’s wish to coop-
erate with Y ankees owner George
Steinbrenner in a new Manhattan
stadium, opposed by Council Presi-
dent Peter Vallone, who success-
fully sponsored legislation to for-

bid use of tax funds for any such
plan. The Council also rejected
Giuliani’ sbudget, passing itsown.
Giuliani then vetoed many member
items in the budget, including
Roosevelt Island’ sAVAC system.

The Council overrode the
Mayor’s veto, but actual spending
authority restswith the Mayor, who
has said he still intends to target
those items he had previously ve-
toed.

The current worry is that the
Mayor may not cause the necessary
checks to be written. Miller told
The WIRE, “I urge residents to
reach out to the Mayor to tell him
that AVAC and the school and the
other items are critical City ser-
vices, and that residents of
Roosevelt Island are residents of
the City who deserve them.”

: What Makes Al Lewis Run?

RI Programs Could Lose  A: He's Not Just Another Pretty Face
In Mayor-Council Battle

by Sharon Bermon

L ess than ten minutesinto hisweekly call-in
show, Al Lewisisfighting the good fight against
theforceﬁo;é]reed stupidity, and —this particu-
lar day —gradualism. He has already suggested
that the New York Post should comein strips so
he can use it in his bathroom. Adamantly op-

0sed to the Y ankees' proposed move to Man-

attan (“all the teams combined pay only
$500,000 a year in taxes’), he accuses Mayor
Giuliani of brown-nosing George Steinbrenner
— but with language that is considerably more
graphic and anatomically descriptive.

Tapping his feet, bouncing up and down in
hischair intimeto the music, trading quipswith
his dreadlocked engineer, Brother Shine, Lewis
takes calls from listeners who have made his
Saturday noon call-in show the most popular
program on WBAI’'s weekend schedule. His
approach: to educate, enra?e, and enlarge the
minds of hislistenersby calling attention to the
failings of as many local and national institutions as possible.

And helovesevery minuteof it. With good reason. A performer since
the age of thirteen, Al Lewis is auditioning for the biggest role of his
career. At 88, he'srunning for Governor of New Y ork, having spent his

Islanders

Dorothy Donald: Active, Out There, Involved

by Mary Camper-Titsingh
Wherever you encounter thelady —and “lady”

But Roosevelt Island is not the only commu-
nity Dorothy Donald serves. On Monday (July

land, for that matter —stemsfrom d?/slong be-
fore the Island took its present residential per-

Al Lgwis as Protester

== PANI| AR

isaword that describes her perfectly —you know
that you are in the commanding presence of
great dignity and bearing. Dorothy Donald is
thetall, ways well-dressed woman who is usu-
ally present at Iland meetings, her attendancere-
cordable on akind of Richter scale of activism as
she participates or, equally often, chairs.

A nine-year resident of Roosevelt Island, she
has had an impact disproportionate to her time
here. As President of the Manhattan Park Se-
niors Association in 1995, she joined with oth-
ers to form the Community Precinct Meeting
Planning Committeeto addressthe problems as-
sociated with the changes introduced by Newt
Gingrich’s* Contract With America.”

The precinct meetings, bi-monthly commu-
nity forums that she convenes and moderates,
have brought together the law enforcement units
responsiblefor Roosevelt Idand — Public Safety,
the MTA’ sstation managers, and the 114th Pre-
cinct, with interested members of the commu-
nity to address ways of keeping Roosevelt Is-
land a peaceful and comfortable community.

8), she'll receive an
award from the
Bronx-Lebanon Hos-
pital Center, which
she has served as a
volunteer for more
than 20 years. Draw-
ing on arich, varied
background, she
chaired the
institution’s Advi-
sory Board for Am-
bulatory Care, which
acts as a liaison be-
tween patients and
hospital staff, and
lobbiesfor therights
of patients and hos-
pital employees
aike.

Her backgroundin
hospital work — and
with Roosevelt Is-

sonality. Born Dorothy Brown on
St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, she was sent, at age 18, to
live with an aunt and pursue a
higher education. Sheworked asa
nurse trainee at City Hospital on
Welfare Island. “At that time you
could only get to the island by an
elevator from the Queensborough
Bridge,” she remembers.

When shewasassigned “todo for
dead patients what undertakers do
today,” she resolved to follow her
mother’ s advice to get a good edu-
cation.

At Howard University she met
her husband, Lamar Donald. They
had two sons: Elton and Lamar Jr.,
but too soon, she was both awidow
and asingle mother, with two young
childrentoraise. However, shewas
active and involved even then.

See Donald, page 7

entire life preparing for ajob that
combines his two great passions:
performing, and social justice.
Wait a minute. Al Lewis?
Grandpa Munster? Grandpa?
Roosevelt Island residents who
thought they knew all there was to
know about Al Lewishave had their
idess turned upside down in recent
weeks. Grandpawasafixture, some-
one to point out to Island visitors.
Often asnot, sitting on abeach chair
onMain Street or hanging out at Trel-

See Lewis, page 6

Eldercare, Hotel
On, Then Off, the
RIOC July Agenda

A preliminary agenda for the
RIOC Board of Dlrectors meeting
to be held Thursday (July 9) listed
both the Eldercare and Marriott
Hotel matters for Board approval.
Both projects have been opposed
by Island groups because they are
sited on land many consider to be
designated and reserved park land.

More recent word is that both
items have now been removed from
the agenda for the meeting, sched-
uled for 10:00 a.m. at the Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.
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Hello. I'm Dr. Jerome Blue, the Governor’'s Man Here...
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Pages of Opinion

Reflections on Roosevelt Island

by Ed Logue

Conversation overheard on Good Shepherd

Plaza (not really):

garbage trucks on Roosevelt Island? We never

had them before.

Acquaintance: Well, they
come from Bluebeard’s castle down
where the Roosevelt Memorial was
supposed to be. Even though the
RIOC report says 75% of AVAC ca-
pacity is unused, those high rollers
didn’t want any of that stuff.

F: What do you mean “high
rollers™?

A: Giuliani got tired of waiting
for his casino on Governor’s Island
to happen, so he slipped it in here.

F: Can we go take a look?

A: Of course not. Haven’t you heard? It’s
a “gated” community down there. The likes of

us are not welcome!
F: Could it happen?

A: IfBluebeard has his way, anything like

this could happen.

F: What can we
do about it, anything?

A: Of course.
First of all, a lawsuit to
stop this nonsense.

F: Do we have a
case?

A: This island is
not a toy to be played
with by inexperienced
real estate speculators
and architects. Of
course we have a case.

The City of New
York is the owner of
Roosevelt Island.
Nobody else. It was
leased to the Urban
Development Corpora-

tion for 99 years for one purpose only — to de-
velop a new, integrated community according
to a plan that was attached to the lease.

Can that plan be changed?

Of course, but it takes two to tango. When
it was approved, the NYC Board of Estimate
had the power to authorize that lease and they
approved it unanimously in December, 1969,
so it runs until December 2068. City approval

of changes is neces-

sary.

Jim
Bowser is
on the
mend.

His
editorial
column
will be
back soon.

one on the island.

RIOC doesn’t seem to think so. But when

Governor Cuomo signed the bill creating RIOC,
Friend: Why do we have all these noisy this is what he said about RIOC and its mis-

sion:

The bill cre-

Guest Shot:
Ed Logue

Roosevelt Island was Ed Logue’s idea.

As President of the New York State

Urban Development Corporation from
1968 to 1975, he led in the production
of 33,000 housing units in the State. In
1968, he saw what he felt was a great
opportunity in New York City’s Welfare
Island — and the rest is living history.

ates a public ben-
efit corporation,
the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating
Corporation,
with responsibil-
ity for the opera-
tion, manage-
ment and future
development of
Roosevelt Is-

Under the new
charter, that power
passed to the City
Council,
could change the
plan after public
hearings, includ-
ing, I would expect,

which

land. Three of

the nine members appointed to the Corporation

are to be residents of Roosevelt Island.
The bill, which is part of my 1984 Legisla-

tive Program, establishes a new public benefit
corporation to operate and manage Roosevelt

Island, which will improve the administration

of that Island. For the first time, Island resi-

lis.

by whimsy!

dents will have a direct role in
making the decisions that will
affect them.

The new corporation will also
have the responsibility to plan the
future development of the Island con-
sistent with a revised master plan.
The further development of the Is-
land will bring to fruition the origi-
nal concept of the Roosevelt Island
New Community —a fully integrated
commaunity with low, moderate and
higher income residents within the
heart of New York’s largest metropo-

The Island is supposed to be gov-
erned by due process, not decision

Is there any way we can end

this uncertainty?

we can do it.

Yes. It’s called “home rule.” Here is how

There is no longer any reason for absentee

itself.

government of Roosevelt Island. The Island
was viewed by many at the outset as an im-
possible, even reckless, dream. It has proven

Interestingly enough, the RIOC annual
report describes itself this way:

In creating RIOC, the State Legislature in

velopment.

many respects created the equivalent of a “mu-
nicipality” charged with providing essential
services and maintaining public health and
safety, as well as completing the Island’s de-

How to go about it? There are many ways.
The simplest and most direct is for the

See Logue, page 6
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TotheEditor:

On the occasion of Roosevelt |s-
land Day...

I'd like to thank my mother, Fay
[Vasd], for dl the hard work she has
putinto thisday, not to mention other
events.

Whatever my mother does, it's
because she cares and derives great
pleasure from seeing the people on
the ldand working together.

| would liketo thank Marilyn and
all the administrative and mainte-
nance staff of Housing Management
for al their effortsand hard work in
making this day a success. | aso
thank everyonefor their prideinthis
idand and their support in making it
asafe and healthy environment.

MichelleVedra

E. Virgil Conway
Chair, MTA
Dear Mr. Conway:

Enclosedisacopy of aletter that |
wrote to you on March 26, 1998 on
behalf of my constituents on
Roosevelt 1dand who have been ex-
periencing difficulties as a result of
the MTA’swork on thetracksin the
63 Street tunnel.

Oneof thequestions| posedtoyou
in this letter related to the status of
the negotiations between MTA and
the Roosevelt 19 and Operating Cor-
poration (RIOC) on extending the
MetroCard to passengers of the
Roosevelt Island Tram. Another
asked for your estimate of what will
be the cost to both the MTA and
RIOC to implement this coverage.

Since my letter was addressed to
you, you might be able to imagine
my surprise a being informed in a
letter inresponse from NY C Transit
President Reuter dated April 24,
1998, that these subjectsinvolve “a
policy issuewhich must be resolved
by the Metropolitan Transport Au-
thority and the Roosevelt Idand Op-
erating Corporation.”

Whilel appreciate Mr. Reuter tak-
ing thetimeto respond and the help-
ful information regarding the health,
safety and operations concerns |
raised in my letter to you, it seems
morethan a little awkward to betold
that | have to go back to you for the
answersthat | sought fromyouinthe
first place.

Between thetwo of you, could you
plesse figure out who is in the best
position to respond to my inquiries,
and then do so. Thank you in ad-
vance for what | know will be your
best effort to get this chain-of-com-
mand SNAFU straightened out.

Alexander B. Grannis
Member of Assembly

Dear Assemblymember Grannis:

Thank you for your letter of May
20, 1998 concerning the possible ex-
tension of MetroCard to passengers
of the Roosevelt Island Tram. |
apologize for the need for a second
|etter to answer thisrequest.

MTA, NYCT, and RIOC have
been discussing the possible use of
MetroCard on the Roosevelt Iland

Tram for the past several months.
Many details would need to be
worked out for thisexpansonto take
place, including how the revenue
shortfalls should be allocated. To
date, firm estimateson costshave not
been established. Discussions on
these and other questions will con-
tinue until all issues are resolved.
Thank you againfor your letter. |

will keep you informed asthiseffort
progresses.
E. Virgil Conway
Chair, MTA
TotheEditor:

Thank you for the front page ar-
ticle on volunteers in our Island
school (June 13). | want tothank the
New York City School Volunteer
Program, Inc. and P/S1/S217 for d -
lowing meto volunteer in their fifth
and sixth grade math classes during
the 1997-98 school year. | enjoyed
every minute of my participation in
the classroom work.

It waswonderful towork with such
adiversegroup of individualsrepre-
senting so many different cultures
and backgrounds. Mohammed and
Sarah to Kristy and Samin the sixth
grade and Deshawn and Ndeye to
Felipeand Katriceinthefifthand all
the rest were exciting scholars not
only in math, but in their constant
questioning of theworld that they live
in. | love each and every one. | do
wonder if parents of other children
realize how much they have short-
changed their children by transferring
them out of our remarkable school.

Asfor me, | don’t know whether |
was redly of any help in the class-
room or whether | was successful in
imparting any mathematical know!-
edgeto any oneof our students. | do
know, however, that | learned more
from them about teaching and learn-
ing thanthey did fromme. | want to
continue next year.

Thanks to the New York City
School Volunteer Program, Inc. for
offering meanew career.

Gene Schapiro

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to
the Editor, to the community, and
to officials, and will consider pub-
lication on a Name Withheld ba-
sis, but the writer's name, ad-
dress, and telephone number
must be provided. Preferred
methods of submission: IBM-
compatible 3.5-inch floppy disk
(any wordprocessing software)
left at 531 Main Street for The
WIRE; by ASCII text email
(72260.20@ compuserve.com); or
typed, double-spaced copy left
at 531 Main Street or faxed to
(212) 755-2540. Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered.
We cannot take dictation of let-
ters by telephone. All letters are
subject to editing for length
and clarity.




| finditironic that Roosevelt Island providessuch a
éagectacular view of perhaps the most Impressive cel-

ration in the country of the* Glorious Fourth,” which
isAmerica s national symbol of our release from tyr-
anny.

Even New Y ork’ sspectacular fireworksare not quite
enough, after all, to truly celebrate the liberty from
tyranny. The sheer glory of theidea upon which our
country wasfounded, which it has so successfully pro-
tected for 222 years, could not be celebrated deserv-
edly enough if all the fireworks “from seato shining

For our first twenty years as a community, this
tyranny was more benign than otherwise. Theresi-

ents still had to make themselves heard, and fight
for what they wanted, but no prior administration
of RIOC ever failed to acknowledge the rights of
the residents to participate in their community’s
governance.

Until now, RIOC has always acknowledged that the
Roosevelt 1sland Residents Association was the for-
mal and sole duly-€lected representative body of the
residents. Until now, each administration hasworked

with the residents to negotiate satisfac-

and all set off at the sametime.

America was, after all, the
very first government to for-
mally proclaim that each citizen
has the inalienable right to re-
sponsibly choose how hewill be
governed. We're so accustomed
to that privilege today that it's
hard to Imaginewhat it meant to

sea’ were gathered in one place

President’s
Column

tory solutions to inevitable conflicts.
Until now the state agency assumed, as
did the residents, that government can
only act with the consent of the governed.

Until now.

It only goes to show that Thomas
Jefferson and his friends wereright. No
government, no matter how seemingly be-
nign should be left with absolute power.

mindsthat had never conceived
such an idea.

The French were the first to follow our example
and successfully demand self-governance from their
monarch, and that demand created another Revolu-
tion, shortly after ours. By now, of course, most of
the monarchies and other absolutist governments,
at least in the western world, have conceded — some
entirely and others to one degree or another — that
this startling truth is, in fact, self-evident. Still, to
this day, there are more people in this world still
living under governmental tyranny than asrulers of
their own lives.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident...”

And so, as anation, we do. Thusit is strange to
me to be watching this wonderful cel-
ebration from within the only commu-
nity in the United States of America
from which this inalienable right is
withheld. | am surethere are many resi-
dentsin our community who have never
considered thisfact and itsimplications.
For factitis. Although we participate
in the election of New Y ork City’ s gov-
erning officials, those elected represen-
tatives have no authority whatsoever on
Roosevelt Island. Not ajot. Infact, as
many of them have discovered over the
past two years, they are not even given
common courtesy from those who do
govern the Island.

If we lived in any other neighborhood
in the City, and were disturbed over the
issuesthat plague ushereon theldand, wewould have
recourse and access to both our Community Board
and the City Council through our elected Council
member. If as many of us as have many times pro-
tested here expressed the same feelings, you may be
sure City Council memberswould pay attention. They
are elected, after all, to represent us.

But the City Council hasno direct power in govern-
ing Roosevelt Island. Authority hereis solely in the
hﬁnds odeI OC, the state agency which does govern
the lsland.

Patrick Stewart

No citizen of the United Statesof America
should be without recourse to elected officials, who,
if they misperform, can be voted out of office, asthey
were voted in. We cannot vote RIOC management
out of office.

If we took the matter to court, it is clear that the
governance of our community would be found to be
unconstitutional.

It is certainly true that each of our official off-
Island representatives (City Councilmember Gifford
Miller, State Assemblymember Pete Grannis, State
Senator Olga Mendez) agree with the New Y ork
State Comptroller and the residentsin assessing mis-
management of the Island by the current adminis-
tration of RIOC. Each of them hasvigorously sup-
ported our point of view at ev-
ery turn, as has Carolyn
Maloney, our U.S. Represen-
tative.

But not one of them has the
authority even to get RIOC to
return a phone call or answer
aletter... several of which let-
glelrs have been signed by them

RIOC has stated that the
City Council hasno say in how
RIOC manages the Island.
Thankfully, the City Council
does not agree and will at least
fight to hold RIOC to their
|ease agreement with the city.

None of this should be neces-
sary. Notin America. Roosevelt ISandisavery small
place, and we are burdened with a King George our-
selves.

Two hundred twenty five years ago, no one in Eu-
rope would have bet a penny that the small, unruly,
outspoken colony had achance. Thewholethingwas
a ludicrous idea authored by radicals who could be
ﬁut downinaweek by their rightful rulers, who hardly

ad time to consider them at all in the press of their
own affairs.

Areyou listening, King George?

COMING UP

Compiled by Claire Friedland « 317-8523

Sat., July 4, evening, Southpoint, Macy’s Fireworks.
Tickets at the Tram booth in Manhattan, or at the gate at

Southpoint, if still available.

All month, children and young adults may register at the

Library for the Summer Reading Program.

July, al month, Summer program of the M ain Street The-
atre & Dance Alliance, offering dance, exercise, acting

classes. 371-1419.

Sun., July 5, 10:00 a.m., regular meeting, Roosevelt |s-
land Art Association, 546 Main Street, 12th floor.

model. Call 517-0564.
Tuesdays, Strollercize meets 9:45 a.m.
Wed., July

registration required.

number for follow-up.
There is no charge for
listing Island events here.

4540.

8, 8:00 p.m., open meeting of the Common
Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents Assocation,
Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Those attending are invited
to address the Council during public session. No advance

Shepherd. Residentswhowishto
addressthe RIOC Board must reg-
ister in advance by calling 838-

At the Senior Center

Every week
M ondays
9:30 Stay Well (exercise)
12:45 Arts& CraftsQuilt Project
Tuesdays
1:30 Bingo
Thursdays
12:30 Movie
Fridays
12:30 OldiesMovie (July 10 & 24)
Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games
Special Events
Tue,, duly 7, 10:30 am.,

Live

Fax or phone event T ?_ur ¥ thUh| y F\?I’OlCO:IgO adm'f Better Business Bureau lecture
romelon 3178520, | peeting OIS RIOC BE Sl | wed, iy, 10z0am.
Please provide a phone ' M edication M anagement lecture

Thur., duly 9, 10:00 am.,
Financial | ssuesfor Senior Citizens

Fri., July 10, 7:00 p.m., Dining Out Group of Roosevelt Island, Zodiac

fish restaurant. Information: Harry Small, 583-0064.

Thur., July 16, 7:00 p.m., Jazzmobile with Etta James, Good Shepherd Plaza.

Fri.-Sat., July 24-25, next scheduled issue of The Main Street WIRE. Deadlines: Advertisinginthe
paper, Fri., July 17; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., July 20. Futureissues: August 15, 29;
September 12, 26; October 10, 24; November 7, 21; December 5, 19; January 9, thereafter generally
every two weeks. Unscheduled extra editions may be published as news and advertising support war-
rant; advertisers who would like to be included in one or more extra editions, without warning, are
invited to call 826-9055 to make their interest known. Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540;
phone/fax for advertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax for events, 317-8523.

Thur., July 16, 7:00 p.m., Summer Safety Problems, Precinct Meeting with 14th Precinct and Public

Safety, Senior Center, 546 Main Street.

Fri., July 17, TV program, Community Board 8 Speaks, 5:30-6:00 p.m., Time-Warner cable channel

34. Program on Roosevelt Island.

Wed., Aug. 5, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting. Public invited.

Thur., Aug. 13, 10 am., RIOC Board meeting. Open to public.

Sat., Sept. 12, Mini-FDR Day. Watch this column for additional information.

Sat., Sept. 12, Youth Soccer Registration for ages 5-13. Season starts September 18.

The Main Street WIRE, Sat., July 4, 1998 « 3
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Youth Memorial Fountain Plague dedicated. The Island’s religious
leaders participated in a moving dedication of the new plaques at Youth
Memorial Fountain on Roosevelt Island Day, Saturday, June 20.
Additional photo coverage, page 7.

Mike Keller Makes Eagle

Michael Keller has become an Eagle Scout, the highest rank in scouting.
Hewashonored last month inaCourt of Honor ceremony held by hisfellow
scoutsin Roosevelt Idand Troop 59.

On theway to the achievement, Keller earned 21 merit badges and seven
ranks, and served as Patrol Leader and Assistant Senior Peatrol Leader, He
has received the National Honor Medal for saving another’s life, and last
year was amember of ascout crew that went to Philmont, the High Adven-
ture basein themountai ns of northern New Mexico, spending ten days back-
packing 60 milesin back country.

For his Eagle service project, Keller researched and documented a tree
walk on Roosevelt Idand, Iproduci ng abrochure for self-guided walks. He
grzalj:uda}ed from high schoal in June, and will attend Vanderbilt University in
the .

Website NYC10044
Mike Keller, Troop 59’'s newest Eagle Scout, with his parents, Timothy
and Kathy Keller, and Scoutmaster Geoff Kerr.
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Curtis Lowery, Nina Lublin, Joan Matula, Clarissa McCraley, Merle
McLean, Deirdre McNamara, Chris Mendis, Myrna Mendis, Shirley
Margolin, Terry Moses, Sandra Narine, Kathie Niederhoffer, Mort
Pavane, Mildred Poydras, Joan Raimone, Paul Russo, Frances
Salten, Ron Schuppert, Bernie Schwartz, Raye Schwartz, Quint
Spitzer, Julian Stein, Pearl Thomas, Kay Thompson, Maggie Warner

Photos: If you photograph a community event and would like to
make your work available to The WIRE for possible publication, please
leave prints (retain your negatives) addressed to The WIRE at the
lobby desk at Rivercross, 531 Main Street. Prints (color or b/w) or
TIF scans to 3.5-inch disk preferred. Slides acceptable with adequate
lead time to have prints made. Please provide identification,
information for a credit line, and a phone number, along with a caption
and other relevant information. Materials will be returned if return
information is provided. Questions? Call (212) 826-9055.
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Happy Birthday,
America!

And Happy Birthday, New York City.

Roosevelt Island is part of that most special
city in the world, New York, just celebrating
the centennial of its creation.

And Roosevelt Island is — in our eyes — the
most special place in that most special city.
For residents and visitors alike, it’s time to
stop and note just what a great place this is.

And we’re proud to be the restaurant at the
heart of it. Come in and join us for coffee,
lunch, dinner, or that late-night snack.

192-1517

Better and better every day.
At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

The Church
of the
Good Shepherd

We're here all summer —pleasejoin
us.

Morning Worship begins promptly
at 10 am. each Sunday all summer
long.

Our full schedule resumes Sunday
Sept. 20", with the return of our
vicar and the resumption of Sunday
School and Y outh Ventures.

Adult Bible Fellowship resumes
Tues. Sept. 22" at 8 p.m.

The Church of the Good Shepherd is
a Protestant, Episcopal Ecumenical
family of God for all believersand
seekers.

Rev. Oliver T. Chapin
(212) 486-0529

Expert on cowboy boots,
luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards &

Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
1163 2nd Av (betw. 6lst & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

We repair all kinds of shoes
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

W DEIRENI
IMEESAVNG

Fumnifure
Upholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & Fabric
Carpefl & Area Rugs
All Window Treafments
Floor & Terrace Tiles
Lighting
_ Capenty
Kifchen Renovalfion
Paint & Faux Finishes
AllAccessories
Closef Design

Ellen Levy

Inferior Decorafor
5317 Main Street

751-8214

O

pomenlck

Wines e Spirits
28-22 Astoria Blvd. in Astoria
718-728-4666 Tax:718-728-4803

oeR SUMMER SAViv

Save even more on already low prices during

(stomer Appreciation D

It's our way of saying Thank You for your patronage

July \ August
10% oft
'0% Off all wine
Spirits or Cordials '5% off cases

with this coupon
.750 ml & Liter only

with this coupon
750 m1 & 1.5 Liter only

JA
P N\

=3 N
£

A

Forevever Summer Savlngs
1.75 Liters

Bacardi Lt. or Dk. $18.99 2/$35
Smirnoff Vodka $17.49
Cluny Scotch $13.99

* ]

X

N

These coupons cannot be applied to sale items or used with other coupons or discounts,
CASH only. Ad must be mentioned with any Roosevelt Island phone order.




The Main Street WIRE, Sat., July 4, 1998 « 5

MAIN
SUMMER - July _ _
STREET S,
FALL - September Registration
THEATRE P e CALLING ALL PETS
ACTING & CREATIVE DRAMA
DANCE BALLET
ALLIANCE PRE-BALLET
Tag TV MOVEMENT 1590 York Avenue
DANCE PERFORMANCE (212) 249-PETS (249-7387)
MANHATTAN TAP or 301 East 76th Street
QUALITY BODY CONDITIONING & AEROBICS (212) 734-7051
AT MORNING WORKOUT $30 minimum ¢ Free delivery
VOICE Delivery days are Wed. & Sat.
ROOSEVELT YOGA & RELAXATION Please place orders one day in advance
ISLAND AND MORE... Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450
PRICES for information * 371-4449
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Logue from page 2

Roosevelt Idand Residents Association, which is the recog-
nized voice of theresidents, to start the process. L et the Presi-
dent of RIRA, Patrick Stewart, with the approva of the Com-
mon Council, announce his intention to form a 15-member
Home Rule Charter Commission and call for volunteers. If
there are too many volunteers, he can call for an election.

Creating home rule for Roosevelt Idand as a substitute for
RIOC would requireamending Chapter 899 of thelawsof 1984
and approval by avote of the residents.

There are two essentia provisions:

The Charter must continue to provide for state supervision
of the four housing companies, which own the four hous ng?
projects, at least until the bonds are paid off. They were a
refinanced in 1997 at lower interest rates.

For the protection of the rest of the State’s investment, the
Home Rule Charter’ sannua budget should providefor review
and approva by the State director of the budget until those
bonds are paid off.

Theseprovisonsshould giveall the assurancethe State needs
that Roosevelt Idand will be fiscaly responsible and account-
ﬁ;:g.f Al\ssemblymember Pete Grannis sviewsonthiswould be

ul.

I'n addition to these basics, | would recommend consid-
eration of thefollowing points:

A non-partisan eected governing body, drawn propor-
tionately from each of the buildings, with perhapsan additional
representative of the Idand’s business community. The size
and termsto be determined by the Charter Commission.

* A chief executive, either elected asMayor, or appointed as
townmanager. Inany event, whoever ischosen asCEOwould
be required to be aresident of the Idand. Where would that
family live? | suggest Blackwell House. | made sure it was
suitable for family living. The term of the CEO to be recom-
mended by the Char-
ter Commission.

» The proposed
charter should havea
public hearing onthe
Idland and another by
the Manhattan Com-
munity Board, and
possibly by the City
Council. Council-
member  Gifford
Miller would behelp-
ful on thispoint.

* A commitmentin
the charter to main-
tain theeconomic balancefor theremaining 2,000 unitscalled
for in Southtown under the original plan. Thiswill not be easy,
but over timeit is doable.

» A commitment for aconfer ence center, hotel, office build-
ing and commercia center, all in Southtown near the subway,
all ascaledforintheorigina plan and helping to support sub-
sidized housng and the Rooseve t Idand community generdl?/.

» Thetram. We deemed thetram necessary. It wasthelate
architect-skier Bill Chaffee’ sidea, necessary becausetheMTA
was 10 years late in providing promised subway access. The
tram should remain. | personally would givealong-term lease
totheMTA at no capital cost with acommitment toretainit at
specified levels of service. The consequent reduction in the
insurance premium a one should makethetramrunin the black.

*Ban Main Street parking. Itisdisgraceful that parkingis
permitted on Main Street. The revenue produced is trivial.
Every timel have visited, there are more carson Main Street.

» Schools. Itwasamajor mistaketo abandon the mini-schools.
Astheschool population growswith more housing completed,
those schools should be returned to use, perhaps with the
younger K-3 grades. Livingston Street bureaucrats don't like
small schools. They arewrong.

* TheRoosevelt Memorial. 1t was John Oakes, then Editor
of the editorial page of The New York Times, who first sug-
E_sto?d the name. Weloved it and so did then-Mayor John V.

indsay.

Then the Roosevelt Memoria group, the Four Freedoms
Foundation, joined in and proposed amemoria to FDR. Ev-
ery loved that idea. We picked the famous Lou Kahn as
the architect. His work was delayed because he ignored our
budget ceiligg of $4,000,000. Whenthefinal designcameinit
wasapproved al around, but he died before the contract draw-
ings could be completed. UDC paid to have them concluded
I;P/ atalented architect who deeply admired Kahn. UDC was

so ableto get pledges from Mal colm Wilson and John Lind-
say (two Republicans!) to put up $2,000,000 apiece. Whenthe
financid crisishit New Y ork City, Mayor Beame' sadministra-
tion had to withdraw that pledge. The latest estimate | have
heard, $12,000,000, is absurd.

It seemsto methat in thesetimes, city and state could again
beaskedtochipin. | havenot beenimpressed by thefundraising
of the Roosevelt Memorial group. Their role needsto be com-
pletely reassessed.

Giacomo Manzu, abrilliant Italian scul ptor, was engaged to
do the statue. He hassincedied. | can think of aNew Y ork-
based scul ptor who could do the job very well.

In any event, areconstituted, home rule-oriented Roosevelt
| dand Operating Corporation should take charge of getting the
Memorid done.

Thereare other thoughts| have, but that isenough for now. |
strongly urge the Roosevet Idand Residents Association to
reach out and seek friends among its East Side neighbors and
the Municipa Art Society. Of the various citations| have re-
ceived, thisismy favorite:

The Municipal Art Society of New York awards its Certifi-
cate of Merit to Edward J. Logue for personally seizing this
opportunity and using all of hispowersand skillstorealizethe
very best of what is possiblein making cities. Roosevelt Iland
is perhaps the most delightful place for living created in New
York City inthiscentury. We saluteit for its playful tramway,
for itscharming riverinestreets, and for the attentionit paysto
a broad range of design possihilities.

Conclusion: Theresdentsaregoingto havetotakethe
leader ship and theinitiative. If they are united, they will
soon gover n themselves.

l\/letrO Card from page 1

munity.” Weinstein opposes a Tram-
way takeover by the MTA, but not all
the residents and interested parties are
agreed on that (see guest editorial from
Ed Logue, page 2).

Larry Reuter, President of New York
City Trangit, acknowledges there was a
lull' in negotations with RIOC, but says
things have picked up lately. “Various
thingsareunder discussion,” hesays, re-
fusing to be specific but adding, “1 think
you'll see something shortly. If we re-
aly take alook at the way RIOC oper-
ates, we may changethefundamental re-
lationship.”

Resident James Kaufman, an attorney
who serves with Reuter on the National
Council on Transportation, demonstrates
more disgust: “MetroCard was offered
long ago to RIOC on the same basis as
every other private transportation entity,
and Blue rgected it, saying he couldn’t
afford theequipment. Assemblymember
Pete Grannis tried to reach Blue to say
thereis Statemoney availableinthe 1998
budget for the equipment, but Jerry never
returned hiscall. Jerry wantsit to appear
to Albany that he has created economic
self-sufficiency for Roosevelt Island,
wheninredlity that’sjust not true.”

Michagl Greason, speaking for RIOC,
told TheWIRE RIOC feelsRoosevelt Is-
land isincluded in the one city, onefair
MetroCard deal, by virtue of subway and
Q103 bus service.

Kaufman says out that Blue is con-
cerned about arevenue shortfal on* sec-
ond swipes,” those free transfers riders
would get to the Tram.

A Real Threat?

But New Y ork City’ stransit econom-
icsare changing today, July 4, 1998, and
a likely loss of commuter traffic could
produceashortfdl for the Tramway, any-
way. Here swhy:

Before the days of free trandfers and a
10% discount for buying $15 or more of
Metrocard & once, it madelittle difference

whether an Idand resident used subway or
Tram. Either way, the cost wasthesame.

Once the discount became available,
theincremental cost of adecison to use
the Tramway instead of the subway be-
came 15 cents — the 10% saving sacri-
ficed when taking the Tram.

But now, anyone holding aweekly or
monthly farecard will face an incremen-
tal cost of $1.50 every time ghetakesthe
Tram, because after 12 rides a week or
42 ridesamonth, subways and busesbe-
come free, while the Tramway still ex-
acts a$1.50 token purchase.

Holdersof thefarecardswill feel areal
pressure to use the card every time they
travel, lest they fall short of theminimum
number of rides required to chalk up a
saving. That meansmany —perhapsmost
— of the Roosevelt Idanders who com-
muteto Manhattan daily will fed chested,
or guilty, if they forego afree subway ride
and hand over $1.50 for a Tram trip.

The Tramway’ srush-hour ridershipis
likely to drop, perhaps not immediately,
and Perhir:s not al the way to the levels
of off-rush trips. But arevenue drop is
likely to be noticeable at RIOC, where
Blueiskeenly focused on break-even or
better for the Idand’ sincome and outgo,
and gtill determined not to ask for the State
subsidies that were promised for the Is-
land until a 20,000 population mark
would produce self-sufficiency. If the
MTA ever dropsthe price ontheweekly/
monthly farecards, as City Council
Speaker Peter Valone has urged, more
trangit userswill bepulled fromthe Tram.

In his attempts at economy, Blue has
twice attempted to cut Tramway service
inthe past year. One was an announce-
ment, posted suddenly and without effec-
tive community consultation, stripping
away the last shift of the day and termi-
nating serviceat 9:45 p.m. Therewasan
outcry, and it didn’t happen, but Blue's
intentions were clear and the rollback of
his decision wasn’t accompanied by any
bankable guaranteesthat it wouldn't hap-
pen again.

Blu€e's second attempt at a Tramway
cutback came after the January accident
inwhichaconstruction cranedamaged a
cabin and scared the bejezus out of two
dozen riders. Blue announced a layoff
of Tramway staff and appeared deter-
mined to usethe accident asan excuseto
delay areturn to service. Again, there
was a stink, and he was overruled. But
again, therewasnoironclad guaranteehe
wouldn’t look for another excuse to cut
Tramway service and costs.

Tram Secure?

It sunclear just how securetheldand's
beloved Tramway is. There have been
occasiond, quiet, off-the-record assur-
ances from those nominally over Blue,
but nothing inwriting. Nobody, it seems,
wants to get on the record in away ghe
might regret sometime later.

The result is a constant uncertainty
about the Tram. Ontheonehand, there's
the nagging worry that cost-cutting might
somehow wintheday in aquick-savings
move that most Tram advocates see as
impulsive and short-sighted. The coun-
terpoint to that worry is a nervous half-
certainty that “it would never beallowed”
—aTram cutback, that is. The nervous-
nesscomesfromthelack of reliableguar-
antees, and the nagging fear that the pub-
lic officias responsible might just cave
in next time Jerry Blue makes a case for
saving money by cutting Tram service.

Thereistheinsistencethat the Tramis
absolutely necessary to meet therequire-
ments of the Americans With Disabili-
tiesAct, and astrong sentiment to mount
alegal challengeto any fiddling with the
Tram.

Even so, near-term inclusion of the
Tramway in the MetroCard system
would go along way to reassurelsland
residents that the Tram has a secure
futureasapart of Roosevelt Island life.
But from the exchange of letters we
publish on page 2 of thisissue, wemight
judge that the officialdom involved is
far better at passing the buck than get-
ting the job done.

LeW| S from page 1

Lewisisfond of aMoally Ivinsquoteabout “ dancing with the

Al Lewis as WBAI call-in host

lischewing thefat with hiscronies. With hisever present cigar,
60" s pony tail and well-worn clothes, hewas... well, eccentric.
Not at dl like another famous Idand House resident, the im-
peccably dressed Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the U.N.
But on arecent day, therewas Al Lewis, wearing abeautifully
tailored, double-breasted, dark blue suit. Hishair pulled neatly
back, the only evidence of his sartoria individuality a broad-
brimmed Western hat, he was on the way to a photo shoot for
Esquire.

What' shappening? Unlessyou’ vebeenlivinginacoa mine
for thelast two months, you
know that Al Lewisisrun-
ning for Governor as the
Green Party candidate. The
Greens, best knownfor run-
ning Ralph Nader for Presi-
dent, probably don’t havea
chance, and deciding to put
Lewisontheticket wasini-
tially perceived asan atten-
tion-grabbing stunt by
some. But Craig Seeman,
New Y ork State Campaign
Manager, sees Lewis as a
legitimate candidate, “ agrassroots activist who shares our poli-
ticsand gods.” And Lewis doesn’'t have to win to help the
Greens (asthey call themselves) in abig way. If Lewis gets
50,000 votes, and Seeman isconvinced hewill, the Green Party
will have a balot line and be on voter registration cards for
severd future elections, “and that will makeit easier for activ-
istsall around the stateto runinlocal races.” Asif that state-
ment isn't strong enough, Seeman goes on to say that “if you
vote for the losing major party candidate in New Y ork State,
(probably the Democrats this year) it will be awasted vote; if
you votefor Al Lewis, you will create anew political party in
New Y ork that will beavictory for al activists.”

Severad months ago, Seeman began to listen to Lewis on
WBAI and discovered that many of his positions were identi-
cal to the Green platform. After hearing Lewissay, onair, that
taking action was more important than complaining, Seeman
contacted L ewis, who after some discussion, agreed to benomi-
nated at the August convention. For now, the radio show that
started it all can continue, but FCC regulationswill requirehim
togiveit up once heisan officia candidate.

...actor, in The World of'H'gnry O ent{1965-' !

onewhat brung ya.” But he says, “I’'m apolitical person but
I’m not apoalitician... Nobody brung me. | paid my own way
to the dance.”

Lewis sinitiation to social activism cameearly. The son
of a Russian-born Jewish mother who was the first of her
family to cometothe U.S., Lewisgrew up respecting learn-
ing and hating oppression. A circusperformer at 13, Lewis
eventually earned a Ph.D. in Child Psychology because “it
was a challenge and | thought | could contribute.” Chal-
lenging and contributing, two themes that have resonated
throughout hislife. But, disliking “the paperwork,” he | eft
psychology after two years. As a busy full-time actor, he
worked inradio, movies, and of courseintelevision, firstin
Hollywood in Car 54, Where Are You? and then moved to
New York for the Munsters role that changed his life and
made him recognizable all over the world.

But Lewis was always an activist, and when he had a
chancetowork at WBAI, he jumped at the chanceto havea
forum for voicing his irreverent and outspoken opinions.
WBAI Program Director Samori Marksman sees him asan
inspiration to listeners, not just because heis“afountain of
youth” but because“heisnot afraid to say what he believes.”
And heregularly urgeshislistenersto action. Taking apage
from Mayor LaGuardia, who read the comics to the chil-
dren of New Y ork, Lewisregularly reads from some of the
60 American and foreign newspapers and magazines to
which he subscribes.

On arecent program, he
was most passionate
about a book suggesting
that the Nazisweretoler-
ated because they com-
mitted their atrocitiesin a
seriesof stepsand that “if
Jews had been gassed in
'33instead of ' 43, people
would have been horrified
and done something.”
L ewisassertsthat the pro-
cess of “gradualism” “is
happening in the U.S. today and power-grabbing gradual -
ists are taking over more and more of American life. To
Lewis, “going along just to get along” is “being a ‘ good
German.”

Asked hisdefinition of ahappy life, Lewissays, “ The secret
isto find something you love to do, and then spend your life
doingit.” When will her 88-year-old husband retire? Karen
Ingenthron-Lewi ssa{s adamantly “ my husbandisnever going
toretire!” Lewisbacksher up by saying, “What would | retire
to—therocking chair?’

What is impor- .
tant to Lewis, he E.S nominee -
makes clear, is =
“the struggle — the | MFEERATES
advancement of
people.” And he
makes it even
clearer that, for
him, the struggle
will not soon end.

S
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DO n al d from page 1

AsVice-President of her children’sPTA, she
persuaded school officiasto keeptheschool’s

Of thehundreds of pictureswecould print (if we had the pages) of the hundredswho came out ] i 7
to spruce up Roosevelt Idand and have agood time together, we can’t resist the kids. So with g;tf;r)ﬁ (r)lsrgfcvevrétrekri 28%1;12:{;700 pm. for the

apologiesto al those who tolerated the snapshooting of those credited below, and who deserve
the recognition of aphoto here, we present some of the young faces that made the day shine.

Photos:

Doryne Isely
George Rubin
Website NYC10044

She gtill visits St. Thomas regularly. Her
family is wdll-known there; her late brother,
Warren E. Brown, was a Secretary of the
idand’ s Senate.

Before Roosevelt Idand, Dorothy Donald
livedinthe South Bronx. There sheestablished
and incorporated the Bronx Citizens Commit-
teein 1975 and presided over its Board of Di-
rectors. Theorganization’s" Sobering-Up-Sta-
tion” provided a cohol and drug treatment ser-
vicesto many clientsin Morris Heights.

In 1989 she moved to Roosevet Idand to
liveat 2 River Road, and got involved early on
as an origina member of the Tram Commit-
tee. Al Weinstein, who )
chairs that committee, de etk
scribesher with respect that
borderson awe, as“avery
interesting and effective
woman,” remembering
how she helped the com-
mittee savethe Tramwhen
itscontinued operation was
threatened.

But her community in-
volvement didn’t stop
there. Sheserved six years
as her building' srepresen-
tative to the Roosevdt Is-
land Residents Associa-
tion. “I like living on this
idand and | redly like my
apartment. We keep our
building spic and span,”

al12-year period asaResearch and Eval uation
Specialist with the Hufnts Point Community
Corporation, anon-profit anti-poverty agency
funded by the U.S. Office of Economic Op-

rtunity. Shewasresponsiblefor aiding low-
Income househol dsby matching them with the
appropriate socia services. From that special
perspective, she lobbied for federally-funded
supplement programs. A certificate of appre-
ciation ﬁroclaims, of her work: You have en-
abled the New York City Food Stamp Alert
to reach hundreds of thousands of fellow
New Yorkers who could not have been
reached without your commitment, continu-
ous support and dedication.

“My staff and | visited hundreds of unem-
Ployment offices... people standing in long
ines... We discovered that many could not
apply for food stamps be-
cause they did not have
even the small amount of
money required to pur-
chasethem, until their first
unem Io%iment compensa
tion check camethrough. |
spokewith somemenfrom
the federal &overnment
about it, and shortly there-
after it was changed so
there was no longer a
charge for them,” she re-
cdls.

Still speaking from ex-
erience, she adds, “1 be-
ieveinwelfare. It hasits

place, but it is not arest-
ing place.”

A severeillnessin 1978

shesaysinamanner a once

~ Website NvC10044  forced Dorothy Donald to

matter-of-fact and deter- Dorothy Donald as she spoke at  stop working. She lost
mined. the April meeting of the RIOC  her South Bronx home
Donaldhasbeenheardat  Board of Directors.

and found herself almost

meetings of the Board of
RIOC, the Roosevdt Idand Operating Corpo-
ration, speaking encouraging words to Dr.
Jerome Blueg, its beleaguered President. Of
him, she says, “Heisreally a very nice man,
vegl polite. Heisdoing what hewas sent here
to do, but he' sgetting blamed for carrying out
theagendaof hisbosses. It'sall just politics. |
feel surehe' dliketo livein harmony with this
community, but he doesn’t trust anyone here.
| wish the great silent mgjority on thisisland
would give some help to Dr. Blue instead of
fightinghim.”

She speaksof such mattersfrom experience
gained over alifetime, and specificaly through

homeless. Then sheheard
about the Northtown Phase |1 proposal for
Roosevelt Island and its planned apartments
reserved for Seniors and the Disabled. She
applied, and on December 15, 1988 heard
that she had been selected for an apartment
in 2 River Road. And that is how she re-
turned to the much-changed | land where she
had once worked, bringing her vibrant per-
sonality, her commanding presence, and her
dedication to a new community.

When asked what, over the years, has
pleased her most, Dorothy Donald replies
thoughtfully, “Helping other people, so that
my life will not have beeninvain.”

Roosevelt Island Residents Wage Battle Against Development

Plans for hotel complex are forcing citizens to finally confront commercialism.
Published June 23, 1998. Copyright, 1998, Los Angeles Times. Reprinted by permission.

by John J. Goldman
Los Angeles Times Staff Writer

New York — It is afight complete with Revolutionary War
images. chargesof an autocratic colonial overseer, secret trea
tiesand groups of residents banded together to repel invaders.

Welcome to the battle for Roosevelt Idand.

Not just 147 acres of primereal estate dotted by landmarks
inthe middleof the East River between Manhattan and Queens,
theidand stands asa piece of urban history —aprimeexample
of the planned community movement, where people of differ-
ence races and incomes live together harmoniously.

It is a small-town America plunked down in the middle of
thenation’ slargest city. Just 3v2minutesaway by aspectacular
aerid tramway from Bloomingdal€ s country on Manhattan's
Uﬁper East Side, the citizens of Roosevelt 1dand — some of
whom commute by cable car —have enjoyed asense of separa-
tion and distance from big-city worries.

Until now.

The calm has been shattered by plans to build a 355-room
Marriott hotel with 26-story twin towers — plus a convention
center and condominiums—in agated community on 10 acres
of parkland on the southern tip of theidand.

“They aretrying to commercialize an essentialy residential
operation,” said H. Patrick Stewart, president of the Roosevelt
Isand Residents Association. “It goesright back to Georgelll
—taxation without representation.”

“Thecongtructionwill take eight yearsof truckscoming onto
our island, eight yearsof strangerscomingin,” complained Jef-
frey Hochman, a city planner who lives on the idand. “We
havethelowest crimerate of any community in New Y ork. We
want to keep it that way... It would totally change the funda-
mental character of theidand.”

“1 think it would | ook appropriatein the Milwaukeeairport,”
scoffed Judith Berdy, Vice President of theisland’s historical
society.

But officialsof the Roosevelt 1 and Operating Corp. counter
that the local economy badly needsimprovement.

“For the idand to be sdf-sufficient, we have to complete
what was envisioned in 1969,” said Michael T. Greason, the
corporation’ sdirector of communications.

“We need to bring more development to the idand ... We
have 19 mom-and-pop shops, a candy store, a delicatessen,
and even they are having a hard time making ends meet. The
private population can't sustain it.”

Even so, headded, “ changeisnever viewed favorably” among
some of the longtime residents.

“The bottom line is, we are just another community in the
city of New Y ork, and wearetheleaseadministrators,” Greason
said. “We are not the colonia governorsthat they envision.”

Although part of New York City, Roosevet Idand has a
unique operating structure. Key decisions are made by aboard
of directors, nominated by the governor and confirmed by the
state Senate. Three of the members must be residents.

To understand the protectiveness someidandersfed, alittle
history isnecessary.

In 1828, New York City purchased the land, then named
Blackwell’ sIdand—adecidedly unpleasant placewith prisons,
chronic disease hospitals and an insane asylum.

Charles Dickensvisited in 1841 —and was glad to leave.

“Everything had alounging, listless, madhouse air about it
whichwasvery painful,” hewrote.

In 1887, Ndlie Bly —theintrepid reporter for Joseph Pulitzer's
New Y ork World—deliberately got herself committed to Octa-
gon Tower, themental hospital, to exposethefacility’ sterrible
conditions.

Mayor John V. Lindsay formed a committee in 1968 to ex-
plore plansfor theidand, and theidea of an economically and
racially integrated community was born. It was renamed
Roosevelt Idand, and the first housing units opened in 1975.
Today, there are 8,500 residents.

One of them, Richard C. Wade, professor emeritus of urban

history at the City University of New Y ork, lectured RIOC Presi-
dent JeromeH. Bluein aletter to TheWIRE, Roosevelt Idand’s
newspaper.
“Wewere hereyears ago. We are here now. And we will be
he;lt(a_after you are %Ione," pvggewaote. “Why doyou persistin
making irresponsible pro swhose consequencesyou want
to saddle on the idand you scarcely know, and will be long
gone before they even begin? Why not genuinely consult the
residents who haveto live with your cockamamie ideas, none
of which will ever be built?’

Onarecent afternoon, teene?ers hung out in front of thestores
on Main Street asin any small town. A softbal gamewas un-
derway on one of the baseball fields. Along the promenade
bordering the East River, senior citizens sat on park benchesin
the sunshine and exchanged confidences as a tugboat pushed
an oil barge briskly upstream.

There aretennis courts, swimming pools— enough greenery
that the idand was designated a Tree City USA for the fifth
year in arow. The award goes to communities significantly
contributing to theenvironment by planning and regularly main-
taining trees.

But someresidentsfear their lifestyleisunder siege.

“[Blue] wants to go back to what was here 25 years ago,”
said Wade, seated in hisliving room with a postcard-like view
of Manhattan. “Itisthe most successful new town anywherein
theworld .... Grour)sfrom all over theworld cometo study it.
Ee?thinksit isafailure. Hewill bring in the people we kept out

ore.”

Opponentschargethe plan was conceived secretly and sprung
onthem with little notice, like asquall onthe East River.

So they in turn have dispatched forcesto Manhattan to form
their own aliances.

M eetings have been held with the occupants of posh co-
op apartments on Beekman and Sutton Place, who look out
at the island and don’t want their views spoiled by a hotel
sign. Residents of the two Manhattan neighborhoods have
demonstrated their clout before. When they objected to plans
to build the Manhattan tramway station in their area, it was
shifted uptown.

Gov. George Pataki’s administration has stopped a long-
standing policy of state subsidiesto theisland, arguing it must
become sl f-sufficient.

Plans are underway to build 2,000 more units of housing,
and proponents say the Marriott project will provide an addi-
tional $2 million in revenues and 100 jobs.

Opponentsarguethe hotel complex which will be served by
aferry, is the wrong project in the wrong place, destroying
precious parkland. An alternative would be to scale it down
and include it in the new housing, to be built on a site called
Southtown.

“That wasthe original plan. That’' swherethe hotel was sup-
posedto be,” said Edward Logue, theidand’ soriginal planner
and developer.

“We are not against development,” Stewart said. “We are
againgt overly grandiosethings.”

Opponents argue that under the terms of the agreement that
originaly created Roosevelt Idand, a vote of the New Y ork
City Council isnecessary before the complex can proceed.

That view is challenged by the operating corporation.

“It [the agreement] really doesnot defineanything,” Greason
said. “It keepsthingsvery, very generic. It hasbeenignored at
times. It has been changed at times. It has been amended at
times. For some people, the general development plan is the
gospel. But it isnot atatute.”

Meantime, resi dents have adopted the philosophy of thefirst
official American flag raised by Lt. John Paul Joneson Dec. 3,
1775: “Don’t tread on me.”
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The Top Hat and Rabbit School
of Magic on Roosevelt Island.
Georges G. Weill, resident Magician

Learn to do Magic ;have fitn and
enfertain your friends.No age Hmit.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK City Hall Office:
250 Broadway

22nd Floor

New York, NY 10007

(212) 788-6873

t"‘if*t"- —|

’ ::rLE"

FASHION

S MANEEDNE caLan

Beginner's Co_ursm for youngsters and - District Office:
mglfsép;::;fbu::r now:courses will stari A. GIFFORD MILLER 336 East 73rd Street . | H AG : a
early Se) A Suite C ren iy ewl e Lo
Calt{212) 871 6510 for injormation and wegistration. COUNCIL MEMBER New York, NY 11(1)021 o ].ndmﬂua] C-EI‘IJE[IJ.‘BUD.I'I:E
ietri (212) 535-5554 2 .
5th District, Manhattan Fax: (212) 3356098 . Cotporate Seminars
H Dabney Ames Draper
G I L D A H A “ “ A Graphic Designer LINDA HEIMER
|
a * business cards  * resumes
531 MAIN STREET « ROOSEVELT ISLAND « stationary « web design n
NEW YORK NY 10044 * logodesign -+ flyers HEIMER CONSULTANTS
database design ¢ forms
newsletters e t-shirts

PHONE: 212-752-1297 « FAX: 212-644-9054

Crmpre Deses

* o o

computer lessons: Mac & PC

Dab & Co.

DESIGN

531 Main Street, NY, NY 10044
Tel: 212.753.0620

EXECUTIVE BEARCH & RESEARCH SERVICES

537 WAIN STREET, SLITE fO/
MEW YOEHK, MY 10084

212/232-3456

_ Very experienced
Shiatsu massage

practitioner

Shiatsu is a wonderful bodywork experience during
which the meridians are stretched and exercised and
energy throughout the body is released. Yourtension,
fatigue and pain go away; your body and mind relax.

RI resident. Reasonable rates. 758-5906

Mauty Dinerstein

(718) 358-8882

No Job Too Smalll Bpr (888) 301-1205

(212) 838-6161

a&f

C.O. Bigelow Chemists I

PRESCRIPTIONS » COSMETICS « GIFTS « SUNDRIES
SURGICAL SUPPLIES - FREE DELIVERY

527 MAIN STREET

JOHN J. GUERRA B.S., R.PH. ROOSEVELT ISLAND, NY 10044

Sharon Bermon
Certified Personal Trainer

Fitness Assessment
Exercise Program Design

Instructor, The New School
The Joys of Midlife Exercise

{212) 371-9084

applemag
publishers of north apple magazine

Roosevelt Island Station P.O. Box 75
New York NY 10044

John Davidson Miller, Publisher

tel: (212) 752-6783 Sfax: (212) 980-2610

(212) 826-9055

UnisourceZ2000)

Computer knowledge for the 21st Century

Dick Lutz Unisource2000, Inc.

Dick Lutz

Managing Editor

A (N )
The Main Street WIRE

Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper
531 Main Street / 1611, NYC10044
Phone (212) 826-9055
Fax {212} 755-2540

Irwin P. Starr N

Television Management Consultation
Sarasota FL 34231-3235

voice: 941.925.8559
fax:  941.925.0392

e-mail: istarr@usa.net

Tennis Instructor
USPTR-certified
Private « Semi-Private « Groups
Joyce Mincheff
212 486-1977

Roosevelt [sland’s

Great
Ny Deal

MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

Savings Accounts =

with an APY of 4.06%

1 Year =5.85% * 2 Years = 6.00%

OPEN TO ALL
4.00%

Checking Accounts = 2.00%

APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)

3 Years = 6.25%

YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

e ATM Cards

\dditional Servi

* MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
* New & Used Vehicle Loans

* Secured and Personal Loans

* Long Distance Toll-Free Number

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY ° 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ¢ Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.
363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http://www.montauk-cu.com

* Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction

* Residential Mortgages

* FREE Notary Service (for members)
* Custodial Accounts

* Money Orders
¢ Cashier Checks
¢ Certified Checks
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
oo soraa HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

Smiles
for sale.

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt | sland

1/52-8722

Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
**Dental Insurance Accepted Towar ds Payment**

DOMINICK
CALDERONI

ATTORNEYAT LAW

ACCIDENTS ¢ DIVORCE * BANKRUPTCY
WILLS & ESTATES « OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT HOME,
OFFICE OR HOSPITAL

(718)

319-1400

KLEIN CALDERONI & SANTUCCL LLP

It’s time to register for September 1998

PrRoosevelt Isiand
Day Nursery

Part-time and full-time programs
for children ages 3, 4, 5 years

545 MAIN STREET 593-0750
FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE

FAST,
C
iap, Rogsevell
Sian
Cleaners
New Siate of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
/o Serve You Befter
758-1778 Your Neighborhood Cleaners

We Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street » Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday « 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Tuesday ¢ 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday « 1 p.m.-5 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE?

We offer free orthodontic consultations to chil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosevelt
Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

200 W. 57th Street 501 Main Street
212 757-2285 212 752-8722




Soccer Dream Pays Off

Strikers Are State Champions

Roosevelt Island’s Strikers won the East-
ern New York Youth Soccer Association
Challenge Cup on June 20. Arthur A. Gray
provided this report of the season and fi-
nal game.

Thefina gamewasheld Saturday, June 20,
1998 in North Rockland, New Y ork. Within
the first five minutes, the Roosevelt Iland
Strikers, a well-oiled
team, scored the first
god. Pape Moustapha
Seye made a beautiful
pass to Mansour Seck,
who popped it in.
Twenty-flve minutes|ater, the Hauppauge Pa
triots scored a goal, when the ball ricocheted
off thefoot of our defender, Dagan Uhle, and
tied the game 1-1. So ended the first half.

In the second half, Mansour Seck and
Lamine Toure moved the ball down the field,
eluding Patriot defenses.
Mansour, with atouch passfrom
Pape Moustapha, booted it in to
give the Roosevelt Idand Strik-
ersa2-1lead. But till weneeded
an insurance goal. Thosein at-
tendance cheered the team on.
Thedefensesgﬁaped up. Andrew
Giacalone made several beauti-
ful saves. Other defensiveefforts
from Papa Souleymane Sane,
Nicholas Ortiz, Eugen Stancut,
Mohammed Abubakar and
Dagan Uhle shut down the des-
perate effortsof the Patriots. Re-
peatedly we went on the attack.
Then Papa Souleymane, who had
skillfully weaved through three
defenders, passed the ball to
Lamine, who expertly put it away
for our third goal. Their defense
was stunned.

Unfortunately | sssh Sanus and
Nii-Ato Bents Enchill, who had

layed excellently all season
ong, could not participateinthis
gamedueto injuries.

The beautiful wood-carved
winners plaquewas presented to our coaches,

Brice Doumaand Euloge Makombo. Players

and coachesreceived medalsandvictors' jack-
ets. Following the ceremony, our opponents

Photos by Joern Krnhuber
Jubilant Strikers gather for a team photo (page 1) after

their State Cup victory.

coach generoudly said, “Our players are just
not used to such a high level of play. But it
was agood expefi

It wasthisquality of play that took theteam
all the way to the Finals. The Strikers had to

Youth Soccer (ages 5-13) resumes with
registration the weekend after Labor Day.
Information: 935-6598 or 688-3358.
More details here next WIRE.

AT,
SPORTSWIRE

Ty A
Pape Mustapha Seye outflanks a
Staten Island Jets defender in the
State Cup semi-final game.

play three elimination gamesto get to the quar-
ter Finds: 6-0 against the Wantagh Sea Taz
Devils; 5-2 againgt the Little Neck/Douglaston
Eagles; 2-1 against the POB Hawks.

Our toughest game, on May 14, wasagainst
thePOB Hawks. But the season’ ssecond game
was the mogt distressing. We had home ad-
vantage, but the referee failed to show up two
Sundaysinarow. The
opposing teamwasde-
termined that we
should forfeit the
game because of this,
but the final decision
by the Eastern New Y ork Y outh Soccer Asso-
clationwasthat wewould haveto giveup home
advantage and play the Eagles on their home
field. Furthermore, thegame had to be played
in midweek, no later than 5:00 p.m. Scram-
bling to get home from various high schools
andontoLongls
land on time for
kick-off presented
perhaps a greater
challengethanthe
game itself. We
punished our op-
ponents’ demand
for a forfeit by
eliminating them.

Then on to
Cobleskill, afour-
hour drive north,
for the quarter-fi-
nals. Weblew out
Valley Storm 8-0.
One could seethe
Strikersgainingin
confidence. Then
the Staten Island
Jets came to our
home field. Emil
Cohill reffed a
tight game. We
took that one 2-1.
The winning goal
was a beautiful
header by Papa
Souleymane. It wasan excellent game.

Wewerenot to be stopped, but we had to wait
threeweeksfor thefina game. Weprepared. We
chalenged oursalves not to be overconfident.
Nonetheless, therewas the conviction
ineach player, “Wewill win!”

The Strikers victory was adream
come true for me. Claus Cardina
and | shared the presidency of the
Roosevelt Idand Y outh Soccer As-
sociation (RI'YSA) from 1988 to
1992. For years Claus, | and others
dreamed of a travel team. The
coaches, Briceand Euloge, urged us
to make it happen. It took a deter-
mined woman to make our dreams
cometrue. ChristaKornhuber, sup-
ported by her son Alexander’ s dedi-
cation to playing on the team, con-
vinced her husband Joernto help her
to manage theteam. lan Kross, the
president of RIYSA, lent his firm
support. Brice and Euloge took on
the job as coaches.

The extensive efforts which
Christa, Joern, Euloge and Brice put into mak-
ingthisasuccessareto becommended. Christa
and Joern’ s home often became a home away
from homefor anumber of players, andaplace
for many meetings. As aresult, not only did
theteam win this State Championship, but also
advanced to a close second place in the Cos-
mopolitan League, which is the league that
coversthefive Boroughs of New York City.

Congratulationsto each player and thewhole
team, and thanksto al who lent their support!

Jack Resnick, M .D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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More Large Print Books at Library

Roosevelt Idand’snew New Y ork Public Library branch has significantly expanded its col-
lection of large print books, Lawrence Kapture, Branch Librarian, announced. The books,
which have proven to beincreasingly popular with senior citizensand othersof i mﬁa' redvision,
provide asource of best sallers, biographies and other reading matter for those who have diffi-
culty in using the booksin the standard printed format.

By enlarging the special section, the Library isworking to enhanceitsservicesto al segments
of theldand’ s population.

Summer Reading Program

A New Y ork State Summer Reading Club for children and young adults hasbeen launched by
the Library. Island youngsters may sign up at the Library and be ned to “reading teams.”
They will then read books of their choice during the summer and will be given the opportunity
to present reports on their reading at agala party at the Library in September.

Tosign up, ask any of the Library staff for information.

New Programs at Westview Pool

The Westview Swim Club has begun offering avariety of body building, strengthening and
toning classes to all 1dand residents, under a new manager, Eric Soto. The club has been
renovated and now has an entire range of body devel opment equipment to support its slogan,
“It'sall at the Westview Swim Club.”

A new date of instructors is on hand for specia classes in aerobics, yoga, body sculpting,
water aerobics, and individual swimming lessons. A certified personal trainer isalso available.

Club hoursare noon to 8:00 .m. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday through Sunday, and 6:00
am. to 10:00 am., plus 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Toreserve placesin classes or get additional information, call 421-5156.

SPORTSWIRE

The WIRE’s sports reporter position is open. If you're interested in
handling this valuable volunteer contribution to the Roosevelt Island
community, or would like to propose a candidate, please call 826-9055.

Classified 751-8214

SUBLET WANTED - Furnished, starting August 1 for 2-4 months. For
professional couple moving to New York, while they look for permanent
residence. 832-5383.

FOR SALE — HEATED 2-BEDROOM CABIN, Catskill foothills. 2.75 hours
from GWB. 2 wooded acres surrounded by 110 acres woods & farmland.
Private. Fabulous views. $29,500. Phone 753-0678 or Century21 518-
234-8213.

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME — Home-based business opportunity P/T, F/T,
for Entrepreneurs, Medical & Business Professionals interested in increasing
their income. Company is well-known, multi-million dollar, NASDAQ
Preventative Health-Care. Call Island resident 1-800-281-5424 for 24-hour
Recorded Message.

EXCELLENT NANNY —who babysits our 17-month child F/T at our home in
Manhattan Park is available to babysit additional children during the day F/T,
P/T. Bilingual French & English. Call (212) 583-9067

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY — Assistant to owner of Island-
run business. Most AM’s 9-noon. Call 688-6712.

NEED STORAGE SPACE? - Call Steinway Moving and Storage - 5x7 private
storage vaults. Just 5 minutes from Main Street. Materials and pickup
available. 718-278-9090.

CAT SITTER available on Rl. My home or yours. References provided.
Eugenie (212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY - Island resident Diana Birill.
certificate available. (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING - Prompt service. (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214

MOVING? CALL STEINWAY MOVERS - Local and long-distance moving
and storage service. Packing - Boxes - Free Estimates - Over 70 years of
service. 718-278-9090.

CLOSET SPECIALIST — Designs, Accessories, Installations. Double your
closet space. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214

WORD PROCESSING & EDITING SERVICES — Manuscripts, curricula vitae
& resumes, theses & term papers, business correspondence, etc. Call
Jacqueline at (212) 909-6368

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for
dance and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE - Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island. Snacks, play, homework supervision. Evenings, weekend sitting
also. Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

Gift
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Video Express

THE WORLD'’S LARGEST VIDEO DELIVERY STORE

ORDER MOVIES FROM THE COMFORT
OF YOUR OWN HOME
YOU CALL, WE DELIVER, WE PICK UP

TO JOIN CALL 752-FILM (3456)
OVER 7,000 TITLES TO CHOOSE FROM

Dial the HOTLINE for newest releases 752-8333
Store hours: EVERY DAY FROM 11:00 TO MIDNIGHT

MID-SUMMER MADNESS

BRONZE 10 RENTALS + 2 FREE (3.25 EACH)

SILVER 20 RENTALS + 5 FREE (2.80 EACH)

GOLD 40 RENTALS + 15 FREE (2.21 EACH)
PLATINUM 100 RENTALS + 35 FREE (2.03 EACH)

THE ONLY VIDEO STORE IN MANHATTAN
THAT DELIVERS TO

ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Free pickup & delivery
Free Membership
New releases every Tuesday

MID-WEEK e Children’s films ¢
MADNESS e Action movies e

TUES & WED - 3 FOR 2 « Comedy & Drama ¢

THURS - 2 FOR 1  Foreign & Classics °
CHILDREN'S 2 FOR 1 EVERY DAY « Adult Movies ¢




