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Norwood Leaving
Public Safety Post

Peter Norwood is leaving. After
four years as chief of Public Safety,
Norwood has ted a post as Di-
rector of Norfolk’ sBureau of Emer-
gency Services. He'll manage the
911 sys%em and
prepare for man-
made and natural
emergencies —
flood, aircraft
crashes, hurri-
canes, and the
unexpected. He
won the job over
some 60 other
candidates.

Norwood had
run the Mayor's
emergency unit
under Ed Koch. . LALLT

“I love this
place,” Norwood
said on Tuesday,
speaking  of
Roosevelt Idand.
“1 wouldn’t hesi-
tatetolivehere. |
hate to see some of the ugly things
that happen, but thisisagrest place.”

He continued, “I’'mtoo old to cry,

Police Department. He noted that
few residents attend Precinct-Com-
munity meetings held every two
months, saying, “They’re sending a
messagethat everythingisfine.” He

noted that re-
cently, in a co-
operative pro-
gram with Pub-
lic Safety, some
20 NYPD offic-
erswent through
Eastwood floor
by floor, making
their presence
known and ggt(;i
tin uaint
wi&ﬁqe build-
ing.

Public Safety
is responsible
for “vertical pa
trols’ in al Is
land buildings
except Manhat-
tan Park, and
half the cost of

the unit is paid by residents through
rents and cooperative maintenance
charges.

but | was taking the plaques off my

The Tramway is down for
maintenance...

BUS SERVICE
All passengers pay both ways.

To Manhattan
Departing from the Senior Building,
546 Main Street, then Motorgate, on
the hour,
Weekdays
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. and
8:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m.
Weekends
9:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m.

To Roosevelt Island
Departing from the Landmark Bldg.,
east side of 2nd Avenue at 59th St., on
the half-hours,

Weekdays
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and
8:30 p.m.-11:30 p.m.
Weekends
9:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m.

Subway Shuttle Schedule
See page 7

officewall theother day, and that was
likethetolling of thefinal bell.”

Grannis Bill Aims At
Home Rule for Island

Homerule for Roosevelt Idand.

That’ sthe promise of legidation introduced in the State Assembly by Pete
Grannis, who representsthe Idand.

The bill provides for an elected community body — like the RIRA Com-
mon Council —to hold power and hire professional management. If it be-
comes law, it will end control over community affairs by the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation (RIOC). RIOC's assets and many of its em-
ployeeswould shift to anew unit of government called the Roosevelt Idand
Community, which would operate the Id and and manage planning and de-
velopment.

“The most compelling argument
for this bill,” Grannis said Wednes-
day, “is the complete withdrawad of
any State support for the Idand. If
the State’ s not supporting theldand,
then the State should let the Idand
governitsdlf.”

The bill, numbered 11422, could
provide a rallying point for Island
residents weary of RIOC President
Jerome Blue' sunwillingnesstowork
with the el ected Common Council of
the Roosevelt Idand Residents Asso-
ciation (RIRA). But withthecurrent
legidative session over, the bill will
have to be reintroduced in January
and be assigned a new number.

Thebill isclosely paralld to draft
legislation devel oped last year by the
Maple Tree Group (MTG), resident

Assemblymember Pete Grannis,

as he spoke to participants in the
Demonstration for Democracy last
October 27 at Tramway Plaza in

volunteerswho met for Six monthsto
consider theldand sservicesand dis-
cuss dternativesto the present man-

Norwood will be saluted at afare-
well party Thursday (July 30), 6:30-
10:00 p.m., a the Manhatan Park
Theater. The event is sponsored by
the 114th Precinct and the Roosevelt
Island Community Precinct.

The resignation was announced
July 9 at the Board meeting of the
Roosevelt Idand Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC). Atthe meeting, Ron
Vass, RIOC Board member and chair
of its public safety committee, paid
tribute to Norwood and suggested
that his second-in-command, Jim
Fry, be considered for the vacant

Norwood told The WIRE that he
feels some significant changes have
been madeinhisfour yearshere. He
recalled that when he started in 1994,

Matterson Heads Seniors

by Sharon Bermon
Charles Matterson, recently retired from a20-year career at AT& T, isthe

there were frequent incidents in
which somePublic Safety officer and
someldand youthwouldendupina
hospital emergency room. “That's
changed,” hesaid. “It'samatter of
training. Thingscould get even bet-
ter astime goeson.”

Norwood said he's pleased with
levels of liaison with the New Y ork

Cool for Seniors
During this period of
record heat, theair-con-
ditioned lunchroom in
the Senior Center, 546
Main Street, isopen 9-4
daily for al senior and
disabled residents.

Caught in the drizzle, this couple made good use of the July 4 WIRE at

the Southpoint fireworks show.

Website NYC10044

new President of the Roosevelt Idand Senior Association (RISA).

An Idand House resident since 1976, Matterson has along history with
Idand organizations. He was activein Little
League for many years as a coach, manager
and player-agent, and has been an active mem-
ber of the Idand House Task Force as a Floor
Manager and leader inthe 1991-92 Rent Strike.
He currently represents Iland House on the
Common Council of theResidents Association.
Matterson says he has three mgjor gods for
RISA — to increase membership, to encourage
position. current members to become more involved, and

to expand activitiesavailableto members. RISA
officersand Board members, currently planning
activities for fdl, are especidly interested in in-

creasing the
number of off-
I[dandtrips.

M atterson
would like to
seemore seniorstake advantage of RISA pro-
grams. “Thelunch programisabargainat 75
cents, aswell asawonderful opportunity toso-
cidize, butit’ sonly oneof our activities. Inter-
ested seniors should drop by the Center and
find out about al our eventsand programs.”

FDR Day Slated
For September 12

FDR Day —aday of sportsfor the
disabled — returns to Roosevelt Is-
land September 12. Theevent, spor+
sored by Housng Management, Coler/
Goldwater Hospital and the Coler and
Goldwater Auxiliaries, will run9am.
to 7 p.m. in Capobianco Park.

The day will feature an exhibition
basketball game, an arts and crafts
exhibition, a mini flea market,
clowns, face-painting, and freerides
for kids. Anadults-only disco dance
will cap the day 4:00-7:00 p.m. at
Manhattan Park Theatre Club.

The event is coordinated by
Marilyn Engstler, Housing' s Direc-
tor of Community Relations;
Eastwood resident Fay Vass, and
Linda Dianto, Director of Recre-
ational Therapy at Coler/Goldwater.

Volunteers are needed. Call
838-4747 or 755-4089.

agement structure. MTGwasformed
by Rivercrossresident David Bauer,
aretired City Manager and consultant to local governments.

The bill provides for a Board of Directors made up of Idand residents
elected by Idandvoters. It callsfor apublic processin setting Iland policy,
with aprofessional administration responsibleto Idand residents.

(Whilepart of New Y ork City, Roosevelt Idand isleased fromthe City by
the State, which administersitsaffairsthrough aRIOC President, appointed
by the) Governor, who reportsto aBoard of Directorsappointed by the Gov-
ernor.

Prospectsfor thelegidation, introduced
June19 andreferred to the Assembly Com-
mittee on Corporations, Authorities, and
Commissions, areuncertain. After acom-
mitteereview, possiblerevisions, and pre-
suming afavorablereport, the bill would
have to be passed by both the Assembly
and Senate, then signed by Governor
George Pataki. Its chances are consid-
ered better in the Democrat-controlled
Assembly than in the Senate or the
Governor’soffice. According to Bauer,
even the most optimistic estimate of
when a transition to home rule could
occur would put it late in 1999,

“1 dwaysfed good about the prospects
when we’re doing the right thing,”
Grannistold The WIRE, “but we' [l have
to do a lot of education, because
Roosevelt 1sland is a unique place, and
aunique arrangement in terms of gover-
nance.” No sponsor for the Grannis bill
has been designated in the State Senate.

The findings of the Maple Tree Group
took into account the Iland’ s changed fi-
nancial situation, brought about by the
Governor’sfailure to include funding for
the Island in the State budget. Original
plansfor the Iand called for it to be fis-
caly self-sufficient at a population level of 20,000, rather than the present
level of just over 8,000. The current administrator, RIOC President Jerome
Blue, has refused to seek State funds for Idand services or development,
even when made available by Grannis.

“Since the State was sidestepping its commitments,” Bauer said, “it
only made sense to seek home rule so that Island residents could make
the hard choices necessary.” Such choices presumably would include a
streamlining of Island management, currently staffed at about $4 mil-
lion, and closer liaison with the community on development.

In recent months, members of the RIRA Common Council have objected
strongly to proposalsto convert parksinto commercial developments. These
haveincluded aMarriott Hotel, consisting of two 27-story towers at South-
point, and an up-scale Eldercare facility sited on Octagon Park. RIRA has
also objected to RIOC’ sunwillingnessto alow meaningful resident involve-
ment in planning for Southtown, and to attemptsto cut back Tramway sarvice,

The full-length Grannis bill, available for downloading and viewing on
Website NY C10044 (www.nyc10044.com), isaso availableto Iand resi-
dentson paper, upon request to The WIRE, by leaving amessage giving your
name and address at (212) 826-9056 (single copies only).

Manhattan.

4 ~__,H} -t
David Bauer, facilitator of the
Maple Tree Group, as he
briefed members of the RIRA
Common Council on the
group’s proposed legislation
last Fall.

Be a WIRE Volunteer. Details on Page 2.
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Home Rule

At last.

Atlast, a clear route to elected self-government for Roosevelt
Island, refined to concept by David Bauer and the Maple Tree
Group, tuned up a bit by Assemblymember Pete Grannis, and
put before the State Assembly.

At last.

On first examination, separating Roosevelt Island govern-
ment from its State roots seems nearly impossible. So inextri-
cably entwined is the day-to-day management of our infrastruc-
ture with the long-range need to develop the Island, and with
the laws that create affordable housing, that we falter in at-
tempting to parse the parts.

But the evidence tells us it must be done:

¢ The Island no longer receives State funds.

* The Governor has sent us a political hack who constantly
scores zero on every meaningful measure of competence.

¢ The vision for this Island, still held lovingly in the hearts
and minds of residents, is in danger of being lost. It no longer

exists, even vaguely, in any offi-

cial institutional memory at the
Jim Roosevelt Island Operating Cor-
Bowser is poration.
on the The vision is too good to al-
mend.
His low Jerry Blue and George
gglifjonzigl Pataki, with the sneering en-
will be dorsement of Al D’Amato, to poi-
back soon. son it and auction off its parts.

But to save the vision, great

works must be accomplished.

Passage of the Grannis bill, which will be reintroduced next
legislative session, is very far from assured.

Imagine any small town of 8,000 in New York State trying
to get government’s attention. It is not an easy matter. And to
command the attention and consideration necessary for some-
thing as complex as changing our governance... now that’s a
challenge.

Of course, no other community faces this problem, because
Roosevelt Island is the last place in the United States where
residents have no voice in local government, and no redress
against the random acts of an incompetent and reckless feudal
baron.

This challenge, if it is to be met, will take every effort this
Island’s resident leaders can muster, and outside help, as well.
The Grannis bill is the call to arms.
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TotheEditor:

| didn’t get to seethe movie Shine
inthemovietheater last year. But not
to worry, | thought, I'll catch it on
video. But this was not to be — our
local video store on Main Street did
not stock themovie, nor doesit have
any plansto.

This is just one of many recent
major movies that the store has ig-
nored: Flirting with Disaster and
Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle
aretwo othersthat immediately come
tomind. The proprietors seemto fa-
vor the Lethal Weapon and DieHard
action-type movies admittedly fa-
vored by the vast mgjority of your
averagemovie-going public. But the
residents of Roosevelt Idand are not
your typical population, and wehave
ahealthy mix of people who appre-
ciate other kinds of movies.

There are many groupsonthisls-
land ﬁseni ors, school children, moms,
disabled people, peoplewhowork at
home) who do not go to work off-
Idand five days aweek, who do not
have accessto any other video store.
For us the General Store is a mo-
nopoly. Wearetotally dependent on
the tastes of the proprietors of the
store. Even if specia requests are
made, they are ignored. (The previ-
ous owners of the video store went

[ etters

1- TotheEditor:
Letters Policy Many thanks to all the Roosevelt
The WIRE welcomes letters to Islanders who have been helping to

get the Green Party on the ballot in
November. 15,000 signatures are
needed to get a line on the ballot.
Over 8,000 were collected as of last
Friday. If there are residents who
haven’t signed the petition and want
to do so, therewill beatablefor that

the Editor, to the community, and
to officials, and will consider pub-
lication on a Name Withheld ba-
sis, but the writer's name, ad-
dress, and telephone number
must be provided. Preferred
methods of submission: IBM-
compatible 3.5-inch floppy disk

(any wordprocessing software) purposeatth.e.Fairon Saturd. "hly
left at 531 Main Street for The 25. The petitions must be filed by
WIRE; by ASCII text email early August.

Somefolkshavea soexpressed an
interest in contributing to the cam-
paign. Checks should be made out
to “Green Party of NY State” and
mailed to: Green Party, ¢/o Dondls,
41 Sidney Place, Brooklyn 11201-
4627. (Giftsto political parties are
not tax deductible.)

Karen Ingenthron

(72260.20@ compuserve.com); or
typed, double-spaced copy left
at 531 Main Street or faxed to
(212) 755-2540. Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered.
We cannot take dictation of let-
ters by telephone. All letters are
subject to editing for length
and clarity.

TotheMTA:

It'sniceto beableto write aletter of appreciation to the M TA thesedays,
but that’ swhat thisis.

The incident occurred late Saturday afternoon when | exited the shuttle
from Manhattan to Roosevelt IS land, and realized that | had left abag full of
groceries on the train. | notified the station supervisor, Ms. Y vette Will-
iams, thinking that thiswas alost cause. But she said she' d try, and within
20 minutes she not only confirmed by phone that the package had been
turned in at 21st Street by a very kind passenger, but she also arranged to
meet the conductor with the package on the next train and to hand it over to

togreat lengthsto gracioudly accom-
modate requests.)

Isit too much to ask that the own-
ersof thevideo storebe morerespon-
siveto the people who patronize it?

GildaHannah

me. Thisadll required ag
asif thiswasavery valuable piece of merchandise.

| do want to commend Ms. Williams and the other staff members who
cooperated so helpfully. | only wish | knew whom to thank for turning over
the bag to the conductor.

bit of coordination but it al went as smoothly

ClaireFriedland

Volunteer for The WIRE

The Main Street WIRE relies on many Island volunteers to fill important jobs in the distribution process,
and there’s a role for you if you're willing to help. On Fridays, when The WIRE comes off the press, we
have a stuffing crew at work from about 9:00 a.m. to about 2:45 p.m. (lunch is provided). Later on
Fridays (and early Saturday), volunteers deliver the newspaper to every apartment door on the Island,
as well as to merchants, the hospitals, and other locations. It's hard work, but an important service to
the community. If you'd like to join this dedicated group, please call 935-6043, or 935-7534, or 826-
9056. (Leave your number if a machine answers, and we’ll call you back.)

Just short of midnight on the Fourth of July, my date
and | wereinvolved in one of those“isolated incidents’
on Main Street. It proved to me thereis no end of sur-
prisesin peopl€e s behavior.

The fireworks had been over, at that point, for nearly
two hours. After a short time to freshen up from the
wetness of adrizzly Southpoint experience, we set out
from 531 Main Street, heading north for 40 River Road.

Walking the sidewalk outside Westview, under shel-
ter, we were by a group of about eight youths
headed the opposite way. Though focused on our con-
versation, each of usnonethel essobserved that therewas
acertain machismo about thisgroup. Inretrospect, it'sa
transparent conclusion that the evening’ sfireworks had
provided too little stimulation, and they were out |ook-
ing for additional excitement. For them, additional ex-
citement trandated as“trouble.”

Walking five abreast, they made no effort to alow us
topass. Unavoidably, oneof them—whowhileapproach-
ing pretended not to notice uscoming
— engaged my shoulder with hisina
somewhat aggressive claiming of
right-of-way. But | am a larger,
heavier person than he, and he got the
worse of the encounter he seemed so
muchtowant. Very likely, hewanted
the worse of it so that the encounter
might be construed as a provocation.

| said, “Excuseme’ —neutra tone—and the two of us
kept walking.

Perhaps 25 feet farther on, abottleflew past our heads
and smashed on one of those concrete posts outside PS
217. Later, wesaw that it wasabeer bottle, till wet with
brew, suggesting there was some influence of alcohol
involved. Whenweturned, it was clear one of them had
thrown it —the whole group was waiting for reaction.

| am personally determined that Roosevelt Idand shall
not become yet another place where gangs of young
toughsownthenighttimestreets. | couldn’t help myself.
With the group now perhaps 35 feet away, and in one of
the more impulsive moves of a short and imprudent
crimefighting career, | decided to give chase, and | did.

Flashback: Six years ago, aso walking outside
Westview, | encountered ayoung girl, perhaps 14, tgr%/
ing to smash abottle on the curb. It wasn’t casud. She
found it difficult, and brought it down hard, repeatedly,
on the curb, until it shattered, leaving glass under the
tiresof the cars parked there. Incensed at such behavior
onthisldand| call my home, | grabbed her, told her she
wasunder arrest, and started dragging her toward Public
Safety. (Thisisnot acoursel recommend, incidentally;
it amountsto kidnapping.) | shortly gaveup my effort to
turn her in, but | doubt she ever smashed glasson Main
Street again. Now, shewould be 19 or 20, and perhaps
more responsible.

Flash forward, now, back to July 4, 1998: Thegang
dispersed on the run, except for one just a bit taller than
I, who stood hisground holding up apaving stonein his

island
observer

|eft hand, prepared to bring it down on my head. | brought
my right arm up to protect my head and eyes, and later
found | had atorn deeveand swelling brush-burn where
his weapon glanced off my elbow. Thisamountedto a
second attempt at mayhem by hisgroup—and certifiable
stupidity on my part.

Nonetheless, | made a grab for him, but he dipped
away and ran.

| wasthen beset by ashorter but huskier youth, inblue
dacksand bright red shirt, who had beenwaiting in sup-
portive ambush behind one of the pillars that line the
Westview underpass. Hiscontribution to themeleewas
a fist smashed to the side of my head, which spun me
around and put me off balance just enough for him, too,
to make agetaway.

And then, the most remarkable thing happened.
Retreating, leaving the scene, he picked up atiny girl
child, wearing apretty dress, who was standing, waiting,
crying, againgt one of those concrete pillars. She was
pre-school age— surely no more than
three—terrified by what she had seen.

| sensed | could have pursued this
individual and caught him. I'm no
longer afast runner, but | can make
good speed in short burdgts, and with
hisencumbrance hewould have been

to overtake.

But what would have happened? Thechildwould have
been at risk, and might have been injured serioudly. |
stopped. | let him run.

And then, | realized: Here was a young father, per-
ha?s 17 or 19, out with his rowdy chums, completely
willing to risk his own infant daughter in a street brawl
started by hurling abeer bottle at a passerby.

o Thereissimply no end to the surprisesin human be-
avior.

Postscript: Theyouthswereblack. 1 amnot. | men-
tion these facts because | doubt the bottle would have
been hurled at asame-race couple. Thus, with great re-
gret, | seearacia component inthisincident. Thisdis-
tresses me no end, but nowhere near as much as seeing
that young father so casually put hischild in danger.

And a second postscript: You may recall that
Roosevelt |Idand wasthick with policeon July 4. Public
Safety officers were joined by blue uniforms from the
City force. Fortuitously, Peter Norwood, departing Chief
of the Roosevelt Idand force, was on hand within sec-
onds of the last blow being struck in my incident. His
presence was pure coincidence, but he took chargein a
way that makes me truly sorry that Roosevelt Idand is
losng him. He wasjoined amost immediately by five
other Public Safety types, but in the moments that had
passed, it was clear the youths — perhaps just passing
through from Queens — were surely gone and probably
uncatchable. Thisparticular “isolated incident” wasover,
and the participants free, unchastened, and likely to do
the samething, sametime, next year. oL
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Eigt Genéﬂﬂr'éf‘i"r;s Laer,
A Blackwell Homecoming

by David E. Blackwell
The writer is an eighth-generation descendant of Robert Blackwell.
He can be reached by e-mail: Bslsland@aol.com

| recently had the pleasure of visiting Roosevelt ISand — Blackwell’s Is-
land inmy own reckoning—and my joy at the opportunity totread wheremy
ancestorsdid wasindeed ruined by the sad condition of the James Blackwell
House on the Idland. This visit was also the occasion to meet another
Blackwel | descendant and cousin, Mary Anne Magnuson of Connecticut, at
whose urging expressed through our internet acquaintance, we madethetrip
to attend the Lighthouse program on June 23, and to meet members and
friends of the Historical Society.

Blackwdl’s Idand looms large in the imagination of the descendants of
Robert Blackwell. Wearetold from our earliest memory about our English
ancestor who arrived soon after the conquest of New Netherlands by the

Duke of York in 1664, and became a merchant and assemblyman in New
Y ork Colony. Weared sotold about hisgrandson Colonel Jacob Blackwell
who sent hisown pleato the King of England on the eve of the Revolution,
and went onto organize and lead the Queens County militia. Inthewar, his
estate, “ Ravenswood” (on Long Idand) and Blackwell’ sIdand were over-
run by the British and occupied for the duration of the war.

Everyone has family history associated with some place and time, and in
most families there are many people who make it a point to pass along the
coreof thishistory. Whilethethousands of descendants of Robert Blackwell
have long since dispersed across the country, there is one image that keeps
us dl in mind of our family and by which we know we are cousins:
Blackwell’ sIdand. Thevery nameevokestheimagesof swift river currents
plied by Indian canoes and tradersin skiffs under the overhanging bower of
primeval trees.

| have been tracing the descendants of Robert Blackwell for some 30
years, and with the advent of family history on the internet it has suddenly
become possibleto find living descendants working their way backward up
their lines, often with the knowledge that they will connect to Blackwell's

See Blackwell, page 6

Keep Kids Away

I am lucky enough to be spending a lot of time this
summer with my young friend Zoe, who is, as she fre-
quently reminds me, ailmost three. She clearly seesthis
asreaching her majority, where shewill begin, at lagt, to

Earti cipate in the grownup world as the equal that she
nows herself to be.
o Ourh travels hav?
rought meto partsol
the Island | haven't RmA
years... the toddler PreSldent’S
pll alg/glrlour?d ,
Blackwel Play-
ground, thesprinklers COlumn
behind Blackwell
House, and Blackwell
Park in general. And then, of course, my trusty bicycle
Many of ushaveraised our own kids herelargely be-
cause this community provides the opportunity for the
kind of safe, unsupervised play and exploration that was
soimportant to our own childhood in smaller placesand
in gentler times. It gives some additional scope to the
average city child' s constant stream of adult-supervised
activities,
seven, and he il thinks of his“old” 1dland asa9-year-
old' s paradise because so much of the Idand was yet to
be devel oped, and so was a constant source of explora-
tion. To aparent it was also filled with the kind of dan-
ger al kids face as they master increasing skills each
year. Thereweretreestofal out of, rocksto skin knees
on, perilousjumpsfrom jungle gymsturned commando

been in 16 or 17
ispolished up and out again.

Our youngest child, now 28, moved herewhen hewas
forts in imagination. There were bullies, as there al-
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ways are, and the occasiona scary big kid... lifeis re-
pletewith dangersif you're nineyearsold, or eleven, or
thirteen.

But the dangers that our kids faced then were not put
thereby the State of New Y ork. Many that they facethis
summer are exactly that.

Blackwell Park istill kid-heavenin the summertime.
There' s plenty of grass, and dways abreeze. The two
playgrounds are full, the basketball courts and soccer
fieldsarebusy. Water-balloon fights and games of tag
abound in and around the sprinkler where the toddlers
Play and the older kidsquenchtheir thirst and cool down

rom their more boisterous ac-
tivities. Theolder childrenare
surprisingly considerate of the
toddlers, and al seemswell on
these golden summer after-
noSns_ I begi ook
ntil you begin to loo

closdly.

Many safety bars are miss-
ing from playground equip-
ment, particularly galinginthe
toddler lot, but just as unsafe
in the bigger playground.
There seems to be no money
for adequate grounds-keeping, so the padded surface of
thetoddler lot isheavily strewn with misplaced sand that
makes young footing particularly unsafe. Where parts
of the equipment have broken away, jagged ends pro-
trude where hands are meant to reach for a safety bar.

The larger playground has but one trash container,
wherethreeor four are sorely needed, severd of the sprin-

See President’s Column, page 6

(i -
Patrick Steart

COMING UP

Compiled by Claire Friedland « 317-8523

Thur., July 30, 6:30-10:00 p.m., Farewell & Salute to
Peter Norwood, Director of Public Safety, with music by
Juanita Fleming. Manhattan Park Theater. Sponsored by
Roosevelt Island Community Precinct and the 114th Precinct.

Wed., Aug. 5, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meet-

ing, Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Public invited.

Thur., Aug. 6, 8:30 p.m., TV Program with Islander resi-
dents Patrick Stewart, Shirley Margolin, and Linda Heimer,

Time-Warner Channel 34.

Sat., Aug. 8, 11:30 am.-6:30 p.m., People' sExpo 1998, spon-
sored by People of Color. Sportspark. Vendors, music, job list-
ings, more. Tickets $1 before July 29, $3 after. 539-6020.

Thur., Aug. 13, 10 a.m., RIOC Board meeting, Good Shep-
herd Chapel. Open to public. Register in advance to ad-

dress the Board by calling 832-4840.

Thur., Aug. 13, New York Junior TennisL eagueTennis
event, 3-5 p.m., Tennis Courts. Games & more, open to all

5-18 years of age.

Fri.-Sat., August 14-15, next scheduled issue of The Main
Street WIRE. Deadlines:. Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
August 7; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., August
10. Futureissues: August 29; September 12, 26; October
10, 24; November 7, 21; December 5, 19; January 9, there-
after generally every two weeks. Unscheduled extra edi-

At the Senior Center

Every week
M ondays
9:30 Stay Well (exercise)
12:45 Artsé& CraftsQuilt Project
Tuesdays
10-11 am. Blood Pressure Check
1:30 Bingo
Thursdays
12:30 Movie
Fridays
12:30 OldiesMovie
Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games
Special Events
Sat., Aug. 1, 12:30 p.m., International
Lunch. Pleasebring onedish.
Wed., Aug. 12, Atlantic City trip
Wed., Aug. 12, Genera Meeting

tions may be published as news and advertising support warrant; advertisers who would like to be in-

cluded in one or more extr a editions, without

vance notice at the time, are invited to call 826-9055 to

make their interest known. Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising
inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax for events, 317-8523.
Sun., Sept. 2, regular meeting of Roosevelt 1sland Art Association, 546 Main Street, 12th floor. Live

model. Call 517-0564.

Sat., Sept. 12, FDR Day. Watch this column for additional information.
Sat., Sept. 12, Youth Soccer Registration for ages 5-13. Season starts September 18.

Blackwell Deterioration Continues; It’'s Now a Danger Zone

Theldand' soldest building isin trouble.

Blackwell House, a designated landmark and a
responsibility of the Roosevelt Iland Operating
Corporation, isn’t being maintained.

At this month’ s meeting of the RIOC Board of
Directors, Patrick Stewart, President of the Resi-
dents Association, asked members of the Board to
join him post-meeting for an examination of the
back of the historic building for an ingpection.

“It is symptomatic of [deterioration of] the rest
of the ldand,” hetold the Board during the public
commentssession. Afterward, theonly Board mem-
Bertojoinintheinspectionwaslslmd resident Ron

ass.

Blackwell is the subject of litigation — RIOC
against atenant who hasfailed to pay rent, but has
filed for bankruptcy and therefore cannot be evicted
easily under State law. However, nothing in the

11

lease prevents RIOC from maintaining the prop-
erty for whichitisresponsible, asfar asThe WIRE
has been able to determine.

A front attic window hasbeen open, through sev-
eral serious rains, since late April. From across
Main Stregt, it’ sapparent that the building’ sroofline
issagging.

Stewart suggested therear of thebuilding, aplace
wherechildrenplay nearby, isaserioushazard. The
pointsof nails protrude from a separated section of
railing. The porch floor isrotting, as are the steps.
Railingsarelooseand unlikely to provide adequate
leaning support for anyone off baance.

Tony Morenzi, representing Assemblymember
Pete Grannisat the RIOC Board meeting andinthe
inspection of Blackwell, said RIOC should fence
off the area as a public safety hazard if it cannot
muster the fundsto correct dangerous conditions.

Thereisapparently no effort being madeto main-
tain the building, or even to secure those parts of
the structure that might present an immediate haz-
ard to a child, or even an unaware adult. The
building’ s condition may have invited some atten-
tion from vandals, aswell, though the origin of the
most visibledeteriorationisclearly smpleneglect.

Blackwell isoneof severad Idand landmarksthat
aretheresponsbility of the Roosevelt | and Oper-
ating Corporation, as part of its mandate to main-
tain and develop the Idand. Others include the
Lighthouse at the North end, currently undergoin
refurbishment using funds from the Friends o
Roosevelt Island Landmarks; the Octagon; the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd; Strecker Labora
tory; and the Smallpox Hospital, also known asthe
Renwick ruin. Most havebeenthe subject of arm
callsfrom residents concerned about their decay.
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I HAVEL SEHVIK.E:
DOMESTIC AND
INTERMATIOMAL FARES.
INSTANT TICKETING.
MORTRAGE.
242.752-1500.

FAX 212-750-2600

COLOR PRINTING/COPIER

</

Have You Heard

the Street Reviews?
They’re talking about Trellis

“That new fella at the restaurant is doing a
really good job.” That’s a comment heard “on
the street” last week as Trellis was serving the
Jazzmobile crowd.

Fact is, things are better at Trellis, the
gathering spot where Islanders and their
guests can dine on a new menu with a range of
appealing possibilities.

If you haven’t tried Trellis for a while, you're
in for a pleasant surprise. Come on in... Then
add your voice to the good street reviews we’re

getting these days.

792-1517

Better and better every day.
At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

J & M SHOE REPAIR

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

AT AUV
IvEFSIVNG

Fumnifure
Upholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & Fabric
Carpefl & Area Rugs
All Window Treafments
Floor & Terrace Tiles

Lighting

Capentry i
Kifchen Renovalfion
Paint & Faux Finishes
AllAccessories
Closef Design

Ellen Levy
Inferior Decorafor
531 Main Streef

751-6214

PO.C.

Employment, Networking and Special Business Projects
1328 Broadway, Suite 756 #73 New York, NY 10001 212-539-6020

POC Presents
PEOALESEXPOI8

Saturdlay, August8,1998 11:30 AMto6:30PM
Roosevelt Island SportsPark Complex
$1hyJuly 29,1998 (TICKETS) $3 perperson after

EVENTSFEATURES:

* Vendors - Gifts, accessories, artwork, housewares, clothing & more ©
* Fashion Shows ¢ Special Fahsion Show hy Lucille Gibbs ¢ Lingerie Fashion ¢
* Presentation hy Kats Lingerie Boutique * Music ¢

* Joh Listings with local corporation ¢ Information on Hoilclay Expos ©
* Information on How to Earn Extralncome *
* Information on Development Workshops *
« Information on Summer Johs Projects 1999 « Food Vendors ¢

ContactPOCat(212)539-6020

REIVINDERS
Vendor space still available (212) 539-6020
No smoking and no drugsallowed
Nopets
No radios, rollerskates/hlacles or hikes
Proper behavior required
No outsicle food or beverages allowed




Jazzmobile

Drawings: Jose Baca
Photos: Website NYC10044

7/16/98 Scenes from the Island’s Family Album
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It’s time to register for September 1998

KrRoosevelt Isiand
Day Nursery

Part-time and full-time programs
for children ages 3, 4, 5 years

545 MAIN STREET 593-0750
FINANCIATL AID IS AVAILABLE

FAST

et Roosevelt
Island

COURTEOUS
Cleaners

New Stare orf the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
/o Serve You Befler
758-1778 Your Neighborhood Cleaners

We Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street
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B I aC kwe” from page 3

Idand. Mary Anneand | found each
other in such away severd months
ago. Our in-person meeting on the
Island wastremendous. Onthels-
land time stood till, whiletheriver
currents passed us rapidly as the
ages have done.

Thisnew connection madeby sixth
cousins separated in lineage since
1715, and made on thisldand, isall
the more poignant as we stand be-
fore the James Blackwell House. It
is clearly in danger of permanent
damage and ultimate collapse dueto
the present possession under lease by
a disinterested tenant. We have to
ask the questions, “How does our
heritage comeinto the handsof ales-
sor who can allow it to decay?’
“Why can’t the Roosevelt Idand Op-
erating Corporation exercise its su-
perior proj rights as a landlord
to stabilize the condition of this
house?’ Clearly more money than
therent will belost asthe house de-
clines. Clearly the use of the house
for minor income hasplaced usall —
Blackwell family and citizens of
Roosevelt Idandand New Y ork —in
jeopardy of acultural loss.

Weare currently researching the
status of the landmark designation
of the house. In the meantime let
me simply state that the house is
the singleremaining landmark rep-
resenting the Blackwell Family on
the original estate. Its owner,
James Blackwell, was the great-
grandson of the immigrant ances-
tor Robert Blackwell and his sec-
ond wife, Mary Manningham.
Considering that Mary’s mother,
the widow Bridget Manningham,
had afinancial interest intheisland
as early as 1668, and that James
Blackwell’s children and grand-
children grew up and were married
hereup until hissalein 1828 tothe
City, seven generations of our fam-

ily over 160 years are represented
by this house. The family has as-
sociationswith the conquest of New
Netherlands of 1664; theloss of the
colony to and its recovery from the
Netherlands in 1673/4; the conduct
of the Indian wars from 1690's to
1715; the French and Indian War of
the 1750’ s, the American Revolution
including attendance at New York
Provincia Congresses, and themili-
tary and businessdevelopment of the
Federal and War of 1812 periods.

| can only ask that concerned citi-
zensof Roosevelt Idand renew their
effortsto havethe Operating Corpo-
ration take charge of the situation
before this valuable piece of New
York heritage is lost. To actualy
visit and walk along the shore of the
Idand wasathrilling opportunity for
usto comefacetofacewith our pat,
but the present condition of the James
Blackwell House spesks only of ir-
reparable loss. A few dollars of
rental revenue are not the point,
rather it isthe preservation of our his-
tory intangible form.

I implore RIOC to take charge of
thissituation beforeitistoolate. As
word spreads among our family net-
work about the advancing decay of
thehouse, more of uswill bewriting
tQiCZF , the RIOC, and State and
local officids. | will bewritingmore
history articlesaswell. Asadegreed
architect who has long taken an in-
terestinthehistoric presservationis-
suesin my own community in New
Jersey, | have recognized that der-
elict houses can becomelike strang-
erswhom wedo not care about. We
must know them by nameand know
the details of their lives. James
Blackwell was adelegate to the 2nd
New York Provincia Congress in
1775, and newspaper articles are
available that detail the many wed-
dings and eventsregarding hisfam-
ily of 11 children on Blackwell’sls-
land in the decades thereafter.

Stewart from page 3

kler heads are broken, and drains are tended to almost solely by parents.
There are any number of play areas where broken glass is everywhere.
Everywhere. And once there, it’sthere for good.

Blackwell House, one of our five National Historic Landmarks, isquite
simply a serious accident waiting to happen. At the last RIOC board
meeting | spoke from the floor about the various clear dangers it pre-
sentsto the kids who inevitably play around it in the summertime. The
porch floor and ceiling are visibly rotting, banisters and posts are dan-
gerously loose and can be pushed in 60 degreeangles. Next tothekitchen
is an open area filled with broken furniture, naills and other dangerous
trash and garbage. At this meeting | asked that the members of the
board accomdpany metherefor five minutesfollowing the meeting to see
the obvious dangersto our children, but, naturally, not one of the outside
directors came, nor did they bother to send a representative.

Joe Lynch, the acting commissioner of DHCR, has even said to me
that because the lease of Blackwell House to a private tenant was in
litigation, thereislittle he could do.

Doesone of our children haveto beinjured or killed to make the State
pay attention to the public safety of the community and to the public
access of property for which it is specifically responsible?

Onthe east perimeter road, just south of thefront of the Nurse' s Quar-
ters, on the grounds of those quarters, thereis what appearsto be a hex-
agonal air shaft with openingsin each side sufficiently largeto allow a
child (of exactly the agelikely to do so) to crawl through and fall twenty
or so feet. That child could yell bloody murder forever, and nobody
would ever know he was there.

What the hell do the people of thislsland have to do to make the State
of New Y ork honor its obligations as set forth in its lease with the City
and in the General Development Plan, which the lease statesisits man-
date? Isit really so that the State can continue to perform asit has, and
that we have no recourse? No recourse, that is, but to wait for the inevi-
table tragedy?

Comparison Shopper
Rides Again

The Summer Barbeque/Picnic Basket

Nina Lublin

After trips—to Washington, D.C.; Alexandria, Va.; San Diego (where prices areredlly high); St. Thomas, VI; and
San Juan, PR (which iswhere many peoplefrom St. Thomas shop) — The WIRE' s Comparison Shopper is back in
theland of competitive pricing and bargain hunting, where shopping isthe only Olympic sport. We' ve missed her
(and she says she' smissed us).

Notes: Items marked n/a were not available at store at time of visit. Lowest prices are inbold type. Items in italics,
not available at all stores surveyed, are excluded from totals for all stores. 1-Special promotion, not available at
Gristede’s Roosevelt Island. 2—All Perdue chicken legs with backs except Gristede’s.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday « 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Tuesday ¢ 12 noon - 4 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday « 1 p.m.-5 p.m.

by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D,

501 Main Street » Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE?

We offer free orthodontic consultations to chil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosevelt
Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

200 W. 57th Street 501 Main Street
212 757-2285 212 752-8722
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Youth Soccer Fall '98 Schedule
Set; Registration September 12

The Roosevelt Island Y outh Soccer As-
sociation (RI'YSA) has announced its Fall
1998 soccer schedule. Registration, player
assessments, practices and scrimmages will
begin September 12 (the weekend after La-
bor Day).

Games will begin Friday, September 18
and Saturday, September 19. The seasonwill
end Saturday, November 21. Leagueplay is
scheduled every Friday evening for junior
and senior division teams, and Saturdaysfor
kinderkickers (ages 5-6), minors (7-8), jun-
iors (9-10), and senior (11-13) divisions.

Dueto record-breaking enrollmentsin all
age divisions last year, the Association ex-
pects many boys and girls 5-13 to register
for thisseason. Early registration isrecom-
mended.

Because Labor Day falls later this year,
therewill belesstimefor registration, and a
firm deadline of Saturday, September 12 will
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In your life

be observed. The Association saysit can't
guarantee a place in the program for chil-
dren whoseregistrations are submitted after
that date.

The registration fee has been reduced to
$60 per child thisyear. This coversall ac-
tivities, insurance, uniform and trophies for
each child. Shinguardswill not be supplied
thisyear (except for the kinderkickers) since
returning playerswere issued shinguardsin
past seasons. New playerswill be required
to purchase their own shinguards.

Announcementswill be posted in Septem-
ber on the Main Street kiosks. Volunteers
are needed as coaches and referees, and are
critical for the success of our league. Any-
oneiswelcometo volunteer, whether or not
s/he has a child participating. Those inter-
ested are asked to call lan Kross (President)
at 935-6598 or Jay Levine (Vice-President)
at 688-3358.

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

(52-8722

Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
**Dental Insurance Accepted Towar ds Payment**

Classified
751-8214

BABYSITTER NEEDED - Responsible teenager to keep
company to a 10-year-old girl over the summer (July-August).
Should be playful, imaginative, creative and responsible while
having fun. Outdoor pool permit available. Should have good
references. Call (212) 319-5339.

SUBLET WANTED - Furnished, starting August 1 for 2-4
months. For professional couple moving to New York, while
they look for permanent residence. 832-5383.

FOR SALE — HEATED 2-BEDROOM CABIN, Catskill foothills.
2.75 hours from GWB. 2 wooded acres surrounded by 110
acres woods & farmland. Private. Fabulous views. $29,500.
Phone 753-0678 or Century21 518-234-8213.

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME - Home-based business
opportunity P/T, F/T, for Entrepreneurs, Medical & Business
Professionals interested in increasing their income. Company
is well-known, multi-million dollar, NASDAQ Preventative Health-

Subway Shuttle Schedule

Care. Call Island resident 1-800-281-5424 for 24-hour Recorded
Message.

EXCELLENT NANNY —who babysits our 17-month child F/T at
our home in Manhattan Park is available to babysit additional

children during the day F/T, P/T. Bilingual French & English.

Queens Ri 63/ Lex &7 ITth | Times 5q | 34/6th Call (212) 583-9067
To Manhattan - 6a.m. -9 p.m.only PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY — Assistant to
ol 16 = A8 - 0 = 24 -3 30 =» 32 owner of Island-run business. Most AM’s 9-noon. Call 688-
3 6712.
E (35 - 38 -» 40 =» 44 -» B0 - 52 , _
. : I . : . NEED STORAGE SPACE? — Call Steinway Moving and Storage
:g 106 = i 00 = 04 =5 10 = 12 - 5X7 private storage vaults. Just 5 minutes from Main Street.
m = From Manhattan Gam.-9pm. only Materials and pickup available. 718-278-9090.
% 14 =12 =10 - 08 =00 «~ ‘58 CAT SITTER available on RI. My home or yours. References
. . - ' ' i rovided. Eugenie (212) 223-0157
- e ol ak-. ol *:20 15 EICENSED M?ASSA(GE')I'HERAPY Island resident Di Brill
= - - - : . : — Island resident Diana Brill.
o4 52 +:50 + 46 +:40 +:38 Gift certificate available. (212) 759-9042

Jack Resnick, M .D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212)
935-7510. Beeper 1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214

MOVING? CALL STEINWAY MOVERS - Local and long-
distance moving and storage service. Packing - Boxes - Free
Estimates - Over 70 years of service. 718-278-9090.

CLOSET SPECIALIST - Designs, Accessories, Installations.
Double your closet space. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214

WORD PROCESSING & EDITING SERVICES - Manuscripts,
curricula vitae & resumes, theses & term papers, business
correspondence, etc. Call Jacqueline at (212) 909-6368

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing
registration for dance and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique
or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE - Provided by long-term resident on
Roosevelt Island. Snacks, play, homework supervision.
Evenings, weekend sitting also. Eugenie “Another Mother” (212)
223-0157
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Great
Roosevelt Island’s Ns§y Deal

MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

OPEN TO ALL
Savings Accounts = 4.00% Checking Accounts = 2.00%
with an APY of 4.06% APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)
1 Year=5.85% * 2 Years = 6.00% * 3 Years = 6.25 %

YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

e ATM Cards * MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller * Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction

* Money Orders e New & Used Vehicle Loans * Residential Mortgages

e Cashier Checks e Secured and Personal Loans * FREE Notary Service (for members)
¢ Certified Checks * Long Distance Toll-Free Number * Custodial Accounts

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY ¢ 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ® Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.
363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http://www.montauk-cu.com

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission

CALLING ALL

MY

1590 York Avenue (Base#865)
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387) Al drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
or 301 East 76th Street 24-hour service, 365 days a year
(212) 734-7051 Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty
$30 minimum « Free delivery SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
Delivery days are Wed. & Sat. Hourly rate availabl
Please p/acé/ orc{ars one day in advance ox%(r)?tesg\r/\m ) HOME SPECIAL
. . Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Full line of SuppIIeS, cat & dog foods Accounts Welcome
Fax (212) 249-7450 Comfortable A/C sedans Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

To our neighbors on Roosevelt Island,

I am writing this letter in response to the ugly lies and rumors being said about Julie’s Back Page Cafe.

We do not serve underage people. Our policy is 23 years old with ID and enforced by my floor man who is a Roosevelt Island
resident and law enforcement officer.

We do not allow the use of or the selling of illegal drugs in our establishment.

My wife and I have lived on Roosevelt Island for 23 years and have been very active in the community. We would only do
things to better our Island. Not hurt it.

We stay open late (2:00 a.m. weekdays, 3:00 a.m. weekends) to serve our night-working neighbors (barmen, chefs, cab drivers,
policemen, musicians, etc.). I think they are entitled to a neighborhood bar, don't you?

I also would like to thank all my loyal customers, who have helped us in many ways and always stand by us. Thank you.
Mr. & Mrs. Julia and Joe Palermo

Sole proprietor

Now come on down and see for yourself

Julie’s New Back Page Cafe

Pool table, Jukebox, Video Games and Wonderful People.
Come Meet Your Neighbors in a Safe, Clean Environment
S13 Main Street ® (212) 486-2596




