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Saturday, September 12 is FDR Day.  Come on out!

Vass Quits RIOC Board
Says RIOC Lacks Professionalism

Slams Blue for Snubbing Residents Association

“You have turned the Island’s
population against you.”

Full text of the letter of resignation

August 24, 1998
Dr. Blue:

This letter is my official “Resignation” as a Director of RIOC.
I have faithfully served RIOC and Roosevelt Island since the first

day of its “birth” and have enjoyed the many hours of personal time
spent in pursuit of the Island’s operations.  It has always been a
Board that shared with the President – problems, ideals, plans, etc.,
and I was always comfortable that whether I agreed at all, in part or
in whole with the President’s thoughts and/or ideas I felt they were
well-intentioned and had the Island’s best interests in mind.

Since you have become President of RIOC all such feelings have
disappeared and it is no longer enjoyable, but it is rather distasteful and
has left me with a feeling that I am unable to accomplish anything
positive or beneficial for the Island, while serving as a “Director,” there-
fore, I am resigning and will continue to work for the benefit of
Roosevelt Island as a private citizen.

I will attempt to briefly point up some of my grievances and com-
plaints — in the future I will expound and pursue each of these
thoughts, and more.

1.  Your personal outlook is one that never really considers the
citizens of Roosevelt Island – whether it’s about the Tram, Subway
usage and cost, construction plans, merchant problems, safety prob-
lems and racial problems, you have alienated the greatest majority
of our people with your conduct.

2.  The physical deterioration of our streets, sidewalks, seawalls,
etc., will eventually cause major problems and big expenses – you
cannot make them disappear with a few flower pots – they are only
band-aids.

3.  Your office is lacks professionalism, real skills and has served
as a base for racism problems, and under your leadership the rac-
ism problems are multiplying as quality of life on Roosevelt Island
is diminishing.

4.  You have been the catalyst that subverted the use of Public
Purpose Funds and, I believe, your handling of the RICO [Roosevelt
Island Council of Organizations] audit was accomplished without
any RICO officer’s input and participation.  (This should be inves-
tigated very carefully.)

5.  Your procedure of “using” Barbara Gordon Espejo, RIOC’s
commissioned advising counsel, to try and legalize your develop-
ment attempts to construct on designated “parkland” is a display of
your complete lack of professionalism and fairness – The Board of
Directors has yet to confirm the fact that Octagon Park and South
Point are “designated parkland” ... WHY?

6.  You have continually refused to recognize RIRA [Roosevelt
Island Residents Association], the only legally-elected representa-
tives of the residents – and in fact, you have gone to extremes to
give equality to “all Island organizations” – especially a certain
few groups that basically have few or no members and have never
been able to muster any quantity of votes in our Island elections.

7.  You have turned the Island’s population against you, while at
the same time turned all of our local politicians and Community
Board against you as well, it must be obvious ... WHY!!!

It is very hard to understand what the Governor and Senator
D’Amato were thinking when you were given this position, but it is
even harder to understand why you have not been removed as yet.
Hopefully, it will be politically expedient to remove you right after
election day.

Goodbye,
Ronald T. Vass

Telling Jerome Blue that he has
“alienated the greatest majority of
our people with your conduct,” Ron
Vass resigned Monday from the
Board of the Roosevelt Island Op-
erating Corporation (RIOC).

Vass’s Monday letter to the
RIOC President includes a stinging
critique of Blue’s management of
the Island.  Vass hits Blue on a se-
ries of counts, many of which echo
the complaints of the Common
Council of the Roosevelt Island
Residents Association (RIRA).

“Your personal outlook never re-
ally considers the citizens,” Vass
tells Blue in the letter.

He accuses Blue of fostering rac-
ism in an indirect reference to dis-
tribution by RIOC of a broadside
titled “Eye on the Isle,” containing
accusations of “racism” against the
Island’s resident leaders, including
RIRA President Patrick Stewart.
Vass writes, “Your office... has
served as a base for racism prob-
lems...”

In a reference to a RIOC grant of
Public Purpose Funds to the Young
Adult League (YAL), headed by
Jessie Rademaker (whose husband
or son “E. Rademaker” signed the
“Eye on the Isle” accusations),
Vass writes, “You have been the
catalyst that subverted the use of
Public Purpose Funds...”  (RIOC
approved funds for YAL training
for an “at risk” population, despite

Lighthouse Restored  Major parts
of the restoration of the Island’s
landmark lighthouse have been
completed.  The cleaned stone
appears lighter.  Remaining to be
done:  Slate walkway around the
structure’s base, plus interior and
exterior lighting.  The project was
funded by Friends of Roosevelt
Island Landmarks, Inc.

rejection by the Residents Associa-
tion as weak on several counts.  In
the past, no funding had been given
to any organization without prior
RIRA endorsement.

In the letter, Vass criticizes
Blue’s attempts to take parklands
for commercial development.  He
told The WIRE, “It broke my heart,
at the last RIOC meeting,  that the
Board doesn’t have the courage to
respond to the community on a spe-
cific important question:  Is Octa-
gon Park parkland or is it not?”  At

July’s meeting, the RIOC Board
voted, over Vass’s objection, to
move ahead on the eldercare facil-
ity originally proposed for Octagon
Park.  Vass said Wednesday, “I
could not get a single Board mem-
ber to agree with me.”  While the
vote to go forward on the eldercare
project did not approve the Octa-
gon site, neither did it formally pro-
hibit use of the site.

The Vass letter to Blue con-
cludes, “It is very hard to under-
stand what the Governor and Sena-

Say it doesn’t have to end.  With Labor Day and the unofficial end of
summer upon us, these Islanders made the most of friendly weather
last week:  Chess behind Eastwood, and a good splash in the wading
pool behind Blackwell House.

New Rabbi For
Congregation

tor D’Amato were thinking of when
you were given this position, but it
is even harder to understand why
you have not been removed as yet.
Hopefully, it will be politically ex-
pedient to remove you right after
election day.”

When The WIRE asked Blue for
reaction, his office provided one sen-
tence:  “Unfortunately, there were no
complaints when there was excessive
spending, waste and abuse.”

The Vass resignation leaves the
RIOC Board with only one resident
member, David Kraut.  He called
Vass a “fierce defender and protec-
tor of Roosevelt Island, its people and
its institutions.”

Mayor Rudy Giuliani has nomi-
nated two Islanders to the Board –
Patrick Stewart, President of the
Residents Association, and Susan
Whitaker, President of the Roosevelt
Island Council of Organizations
(RICO), but the Governor has acted
on neither nomination.

Kraut said he will continue on the
Board, adding that he hopes the State
will act quickly on the Stewart and
Whitaker nominations.

Rabbi Leon Morris will become the
spiritual leader of the Roosevelt
Island Jewish Congregation,
starting with Rosh Hashanah
services September 20.
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The thugs were black.  The couple was white.  All
apparently were Americans and Christian.

After we know that, do we know anything pertinent
about the violent events of July 4 on Main Street?

Not much.  This violence is no more about race than
the Irish-Protestant bat-wielding, stone-throwing
standoffs in the New England of
my childhood were about reli-
gious differences, although that
too seemed the obvious explana-
tion.

We do better to remember that,
before we are human, we are mammals, wary of those
not exactly like us.  We call this fear of The Other –
everything from racism, ageism, homophobia, and
sexism to anti-semitism and elitism.  Now into the
brew, add the universal search for identity, in this case
young men looking for ways to feel strong and impor-
tant, and choosing to put their feet on someone’s neck,
throwing down a beer bottle in challenge, brick in
hand.

Every religion teaches that a brick
smashed against an innocent stranger is not
the way to achieve manhood.  But thugs
scoff at such lessons.  And when they are
not yet thugs, rage trumps reason.

We tend to mirror the behavior in front of
us, and so violence breeds more violence, hate
escalates hate, fear reigns uneasily.   But this
is more of our  automatic animal instinct.
Even animals know how to chill out.  As hu-
mans, we don’t have to become what we don’t
like.  We can soften the atmosphere, we can

The writer has been an island
resident since 1982.  She is
Chair of the Board of Directors
of NITON Corp, which manufac-
tures instrumentation for envi-
ronmental specialists.  An au-
thor, she has written for The New
York Times, Esquire, Pent-
house, New York Magazine, and
other publications.

use reason in the service of humanity.  We can be not
only street smart, but also wise.

Wisdom is called for.  Law and order are our first
remedies, although our own Island officers are the first
to tell us that such remedies have limits, especially
because this is a rare event.  Nothing ever wholly elimi-

nates violence and as our community grows
larger, we can expect more.

Still, better lighting is an age-old efficient
helpmate of night-time orderliness.  We should
take inventory of the dark places, particularly
around the island’s two entries – the red bridge

and the subway – and on our few short streets.  And
then install solar-powered lighting.

Ours is a tiny island, so that another uniformed of-
ficer on a scooter making irregular rounds would go a
long way.

The message of lighting and cops is the same:  Hate all
you like, be as angry as you like – there’s no American
law that says you can’t hate or rage.  What the law does

say is that you can’t hurt any-
one.

But excessive law and or-
der is as harmful as absent
law and order. Let us be
thoughtful.  There is no epi-
demic here of violence.  To
the extent that thugs set us
willy nilly  against our neigh-
bors, to that very degree have
we let them win.  The first
motto of life:  Never let the
bastards win.

Fear on Main Street
by Ethel Grod-zins Romm

Activist Angst

To the Editor:
As I walked on the promenade with

my toddler daughter one sunny day
last week, my father approached us
riding his bicycle.  I had warned him
earlier that day that there was a huge
mess of broken glass on the prom-
enade.  As he got closer, my daugh-
ter was excited to see her grandfa-
ther.  My father swerved to avoid the
glass as he waved to her.  Before I
knew it, he had fallen – quite badly.

I advised a Public Safety officer
riding in a squad car on the prom-
enade.  He seemed concerned and I
thought the glass would be removed,
especially since it was located next
to a playground.

Now it is almost two weeks later,
my father still has not healed, and the
broken glass is still there!

I’m appalled!  So many children,
adults, and senior citizens use the
promenade and RIOC has not
cleaned it up.  There is broken glass
everywhere: in the playgrounds, the
sandboxes, on the promenade, etc.

Who is supposed to clean this and
why is it there in the first place?
Roosevelt Island is a beautiful place
to live.  Keep it clean!

Olya Turcihin Stern

To the Editor:
My week with RIOC began quite

innocently. A neighbor asked me if I
was going to a RIOC committee
meeting on transportation and devel-
opment. I quickly agreed I should but
wondered why I hadn’t been in-
formed before. The session was
called for 10:00 a.m. On the dot, I
arrived. There were about 20 resi-
dents around the table, most of whom
I know. The first discussion was
about transportation. Committee
members anecdotally recalled the
inconveniences of the present system
and Dr. Blue acknowledged those
and promised action.

I then raised the issue of environ-
mental and historical preservation in
the Marriott Hotel plan. Everyone
interested in medical history knows
we are not just interested in preserv-
ing facades but rather the transcen-
dent moment when child fever, the
western world’s greatest killer for
centuries, was defeated. A Belgian
doctor, a Tammany appointment, by
simply requiring maternity rooms be
whitewashed and the doctors’ instru-
ments sterilized by boiling eliminated
the deadly infections. That spot, un-
der the RIOC plan, would be either a
parking lot or a spa. Dr. Blue put the
question on the agenda for the next
meeting. I didn’t feel reassured, but
I thought maybe members of the
RIOC board would begin a serious
examination of their historic inherit-
ance.

After a discussion about RIOC’s re-
quirement to demonstrate before both
the State and Historic Preservation
Board that the Marriott proposal meets
the minimum state and federal standards
for development, David Kraut intro-
duced a novel, indeed radical, constitu-
tional theory: It is the Marriott’s obli-
gation to preserve our environment and

historical legacy. Previously, those re-
quirements were contained in the pub-
lic proposal for open bids. Kraut’s
theory is that RIOC has no obligation
to inform bidders of these essential ele-
ments that they must protect and ad-
vance. This Board has simply abrogated
its responsibility and handed it over to
the Marriott chain, whose contribution
to visual pollution is known worldwide
as well as just across the river.

Tuesday passed to Thursday: the
monthly meeting of the RIOC Board
with the residents. I arrived at 10:00

a.m., the posted time. A crescent of
seats at the front of the Good Shep-
herd Chapel were unoccupied. No
staff member arrived to tell us there
might be a delay.  RIOC had thought-
fully provided the meeting with cof-
fee and rolls. Time went on. I sug-
gested that perhaps we should put up
the luncheon menu.

Then they drifted in and ambled
to their seats in no rush to perform
what they clearly regard as a painful
duty. They don’t smile or even chat
much as they find their places at the
head of the auditorium. Suddenly, the
session begins in mock dignity; all
that is missing are Dickensian white
wigs and black robes. The chair in-
tones that the meeting will begin. No
apology that their employers, taxpay-
ers of New York, have been kept
waiting without even a phone call
explaining the delay.

Then, one by one, residents who
do the work on the Island lambasted
them for their secretiveness, inatten-
tion to their most elementary tasks,
deviousness in dealing with public
officials and reneging on promises.
None of this registered on the
Rushmore faces in the crescent. Even
two speakers reporting favorably to
the Board aroused not a nod of ap-
proval.

It is not that the Board has been
too busy running the Island. In May,
Representative Carolyn Maloney,
Assemblymember Pete Grannis, and
City Councilmember Gifford Miller
sent a letter of inquiry on RIOC’s
policies. They never even got the
courtesy of a reply, much less a date
for a meeting.

To demonstrate the Board’s gen-
eral lethargy, it has yet to answer a
four-month old request from Edward
Logue, the founder and grandfather

See Letters, page 3

The Vass Resignation...
Ron Vass saw the handwriting a long time ago.  And when

his attempts to work within the so-called system – a RIOC Board
powerless to do anything meaningful about a political hack fail-
ing at a job that’s several levels above his head – Vass resigned.

Now, of course, the entire RIOC Board should resign.
That would be one clear beacon to the top of the ruling po-

litical structure in this State – Senator Al D’Amato and Gover-
nor George Pataki – that Jerome Blue must go before he wrecks
Roosevelt Island further.

But it is probably hope without promise to ask for a mass
resignation by the remaining RIOC Board.  Why?  Well, except
for David Kraut, who has become the Island’s only resident
voice anywhere within shouting distance of the current power
structure, nobody on that Board has any stake in Roosevelt
Island.  Their stake, in fact, is in serving the political structure
by going along with D’Amato and Pataki.  Quite simply, it is
foolish to expect them to care enough about Roosevelt Island to
sacrifice their own agendas to give Roosevelt Island better

management.

...and What’s Next
There is a better way to send a bulletin to George Pataki

about Blue’s failed administration, and do something more last-
ingly positive for Roosevelt Island:

The people of Roosevelt Island should start working
now to insure passage of Assemblymember Pete
Grannis’s home rule legislation for Roosevelt Island –
legislation that will give Island residents direct electoral
power over management of the Island.  (If that concept
sounds familiar, it’s called democracy, and it exists everywhere
in the country but here.)

For that to happen, Island residents must show they have
the power and drive to get a clear signal to every member of
the State Assembly and State Senate.  These legislators his-
torically have had little interest in Rooosevelt Island, and will
have to hear from their own constituents that the Grannis
bill deserves their yes when the roll is called.

We may assume enough votes will be needed to override a
Pataki veto.

It is a massive task, but it can be done, and that will be the
subject of future commentary here.

For the present, however, applause to Ron Vass for mak-
ing an unequivocal statement about Pataki’s Big Blue Blun-
der.  But let’s not sit back, hoping it’s enough to rattle the cages
of the colonial rulers in Albany.  Instead...

Let’s get to work. DL



Compiled by Claire Friedland • 317-8523 (phone or fax)
Sun., Sept. 6, regular meeting of Roosevelt Island Art Associa-

tion, 546 Main Street, 12th floor.  Live model.  Call 517-0564.
Tue., Sept. 8, 7:30 p.m., Registration for all dance, exercise, act-

ing, and voice classes, Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance, in-
cluding a brief introductory performance by the jazz, ballet, tap and
aerobics teachers and a
few of their students..
Classes begin week of
Sept. 14.  Call 371-
4449 for information.

Mon., Sept. 9, Open
registration night for
Island Kids, 6:30-9:00
p.m. at 536 Main Street.

Thur . ,  Sept. 10 ,
10:00 a.m.,  RIOC
Board Meeting, Good
Shepherd Chapel.

Fri.-Sat., Sept. 11-
12, next scheduled issue
of The Main Street
WIRE .   Deadlines:
Advertising in the pa-
per, Fri., Sept. 4; deci-
sion on stuffers for The
Bag, Mon., Sept. 7.  Fu-
ture issues:  September
26; October 10, 24; November 7, 21; December 5, 19; January 9,
thereafter generally every two weeks.  Unscheduled extra editions
may be published as news and/or advertising support warrant; adver-
tisers who would like to be included in one or more extra editions,
without advance notice at the time, are invited to call 826-9055 to

make their interest known.  Plan now to
include your business card in the Novem-
ber 21 Thanksgiving issue.  Phone/fax for
news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; phone/
fax for advertising inquiries,  (212)
751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax for event
listings, 317-8523.

Sat., Sept. 12, FDR Day, 9:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m.  Sports, exhibitions, health fair,
disco dancing.  Volunteers are needed.

Call 838-4747, 223-0847, or 755-4089.
Sat., Sept. 12, Youth Soccer Registration for ages 5-13.  Season

starts September 18.  Information:  935-6598 or 688-3358.
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Patrick Stewart

At the Senior Center
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Mondays
9:30 Stay Well (exercise)
12:45 Arts & Crafts Quilt Project
Tuesdays
10-11 a.m.  Blood Pressure Check
1:30 Bingo
Wednesdays
1:30   Games
Thursdays
12:30 Movie
Fridays
12:30 Oldies Movie
Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games

of this Island and internationally the
premier urban planner, who asked
simply for public documents.

Yet there is still time for valor.
RIOC could redeem itself with a de-
cent, candid discussion with Island-
ers, who have the deepest stake in its
future, appointed a professional staff
that knows the law and the history of
the Island, and consulted “new town”
experts with ideas about how to en-
hance this “special experiment.” All
of us are simply temporary custodi-
ans of a unique community where
people of all ages, all incomes, all
colors, the healthy and the disabled
live an engaged and stable life. If we
fail, so do the expectations and hopes
of countless others.

Richard C. Wade

Letters from page 2

This is no job for an idealist, and I
have to work very hard to “keep the
faith.”  I came to this job with the
sincere belief that with unstinting dis-
interested effort... effort on the part
of many people... we could accom-
plish a greater
good for all of
the residents
of Roosevelt
Island.  I
knew that the
task we were
taking on, that
of holding the
current ad-
ministration
of RIOC to its obligations to the resi-
dents, was going to be a very diffi-
cult job indeed.  It never once oc-
curred to me that it might be down-
right impossible.

But now, almost two years later, it
does sometimes seem impossible,
although usually only for a
short period of time.  It seems
that although I did not under-
estimate the degree of incom-
petence at RIOC, I did under-
estimate the complete con-
tempt they have for the good
of the Island... or, for that mat-
ter, the good of anyone other
than themselves and their very
narrow political self-interest.

Luckily, they always manage
to make me mad enough to
bring me back into the fray.
And, luckily, every so often, some-
thing will happen that gives me back
every ounce of determination I had
on day one.

This time it is the resignation of
Ron Vass from the RIOC Board of
Directors.

Anyone who has lived here for
more than a short time knows both
the Vasses, and the remarkable con-
tribution they have both made to the
Island’s public life.  From the
Eastwood Building Committee to the

Roosevelt Island Clean Up Day, to
FDR Day and the FDR Games, as
well as RIOC Board membership, it
would be hard to name another
couple with such a consistently tire-
less effort devoted to the good of the

community.
Ron Vass has faced an

almost Herculean task in
remaining on this current
board as long as he has.
He sincerely believed
that with his presence on
the board he could best
fight for the Island he
cares so much about.  Not
many know what the ef-

fort has cost him to walk such a tight
line of genuine commitment to the
community while never compromis-
ing commitment to his obligations as
a board member.

Like many of us, he believed from
the beginning that good would tri-

umph, that rea-
son would win
out, that sanity
would prevail.

Like many of
us, his heart is
sore.  Like many
of us, he had pre-
cious few illu-
sions about the
reality of politics.
It is precisely be-
cause we have so
few illusions,

that the grinding of those few illu-
sions left us under Pataki’s heel,
leaves our mouths so full of ashes.

Ron Vass is a man of integrity –
Not an innocent, not a man who gives
up easily or without a steadfast fight.
I am grateful to him.  We all on this
Island owe him a large debt of grati-
tude.

And I know, before our fight with
RIOC is done, and we have won,
which we will do, we will owe him
even more.

Coler Goldwater Hospital, Coler/Goldwater Auxiliaries
and Roosevelt Island Housing Management

are proud to announce

FDR DAY

IS BACK!
Please join us for a special day

of sports events
for the physically challenged.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1998
9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Health Fair, Art Exhibit, Flea Market,
Entertainment, Clowns, Giveaways, Food,
Refreshments (Main Street)

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sports events at Tony Capobianco Field

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Disco (adults only) at the Manhattan Park Theater
Club

To volunteer or participate,
call Marilyn Engstler, Director of Community

Relations at (212) 838-4747
or Fay Vass, Chair, at (212) 755-4089.

The WIRE’s layout has been altered this
issue to accommodate publication of the
Island map on pages 4 and 5.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt Island.
Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend sitting also.  Eugenie
“Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME – Home-based business opportunity P/T, F/T, for
Entrepreneurs, Medical & Business Professionals interested in increasing their
income.  Company is well-known, multi-million dollar, NASDAQ Preventative Health-
Care.  Call Island resident 1-800-281-5424 for 24-hour Recorded Message.

NEED STORAGE SPACE? – Call Steinway Moving and Storage - 5x7 private
storage vaults.  Just 5 minutes from Main Street.  Materials and pickup available.
718-278-9090.

CAT SITTER available on RI.  My home or yours.  References provided.  Eugenie
(212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificate
available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020

CHESS TEACHER WANTED for school age children.  Call Island Kids at 832-8789
or 758-8408.

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

MOVING?  CALL STEINWAY MOVERS – Local and long-distance moving and
storage service.  Packing - Boxes - Free Estimates - Over 70 years of service.  718-
278-9090.

CLOSET SPECIALIST – Designs, Accessories, Installations.  Double your closet
space.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214

WORD PROCESSING & EDITING SERVICES – Manuscripts, curricula vitae &
resumes, theses & term papers, business correspondence, etc.  Call Jacqueline at
(212) 909-6368

Classified 751-8214

Main Street
Parking

commentary by David Bauer
Recently The WIRE published a

commentary by Edward Logue, the
moving force behind the creation of
Roosevelt Island.

One of the points he raised was
whether parking on Main Street  has
become abused.  To get a handle on
this I looked at the vehicles parked
on the west side of Main Street from
Rivercross to the School on Wednes-
day morning, August 20, from 10:10
to 10:25.

There were 38 vehicles parked on
the street.  Seven had paid the park-
ing fee.  Thirty-one had not paid the
fee.

Of the ones parking free, six had
handicapped tags, and two were oc-
cupied.  Two were Security force
scooters.  Four had cards that came
from a police society such as the Fra-
ternal Order of Police.

Four vehicles were private cars of
employees of RIOC.  Four more were
unoccupied private vehicles.  Nine
were commercial vehicles which
were not identified as to the location
of the driver.

Does this make sense?

Photos:  If you photograph a community event and would like to make your work
available to The WIRE for possible publication, please leave prints (retain your negatives)
addressed to The WIRE at the lobby desk at Rivercross, 531 Main Street.  Prints (color
or b/w) or TIF scans to 3.5-inch disk preferred.  Slides acceptable with adequate lead
time to have prints made.  Please provide identification, information for a credit line,
and a phone number, along with a caption and other relevant information.  Materials will
be returned if return information is provided.  Questions?  Call (212) 826-9055.

Fax or phone event
information to 317-8523.
Please provide a phone
number for follow-up.
There is no charge for
listing Island events here.

Please Back the Advertisers
Who Back The WIRE
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Aerial photography by
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Langan Engineering
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BRABRABRABRABRACESCESCESCESCES
AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!
WWWWWe offe offe offe offe offer free orer free orer free orer free orer free orthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to chil-hil-hil-hil-hil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Rooseveltveltveltveltvelt

Island.Island.Island.Island.Island.
Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call for an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staffDr. Gerald Sweder and staff
200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street

212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285
501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street

212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7

**Dental Insurance Accepted Towards Payment**

Lighten Your Smile
Brighten Your Life
Bleach Your Teeth

Fall Registration, September 8, 9, & 10
check out brochure in the bag for class description

or call us at 371-4449

FAST
Free delivery

(Min. $6)

Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Thur, 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Fri & Sat, 11 a.m.-12 midnite

The Church ofThe Church ofThe Church ofThe Church ofThe Church of
the Goodthe Goodthe Goodthe Goodthe Good
ShepherdShepherdShepherdShepherdShepherd

The Church of the Good Shepherd�s full
Fall schedule resumes

September 20 with the Main Worship
Service at 10:00 a.m.

The Church of the Good Shepherd
is a Protestant, Episcopal,
ecumenical* Family of God

for all believers and seekers.

The RevThe RevThe RevThe RevThe Rev. Oliver T. Oliver T. Oliver T. Oliver T. Oliver T. Chapin. Chapin. Chapin. Chapin. Chapin
(212) 486-0529(212) 486-0529(212) 486-0529(212) 486-0529(212) 486-0529

Check the next issue of The WIRE

for more details on our Fall
schedule!

*Ecumenical means �embracing the

entire Christian community.�



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

The Main Street WIRE, Saturday, August 29, 1998 • 7

752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Live music
Every summer weekend

Friday & Saturday nights

Come enjoy!
Trellis swings

Marymount Manhattan’s
Continuing Education

Full Programs at

Roosevelt Island
(507 Main Street)

A sampling of classes:

• Photography
• Public Speaking
• Drawing & Painting
• Personal Financial

Planning

• Watercolors
• Spanish
• French
• Creative

Writing
• and more

Office hours:  Mon-Thur, 5-8 p.m.
through Sept. 18

(except Labor Day weekend, Sept. 3-7).

Call for a brochure or to register.
(212) 517-0564

Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm, M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D.....
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice Hoursssss
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

The WIRE’s sports reporter position is open.  If
you’re interested in handling this valuable volunteer
contribution to the Roosevelt Island community, or
would like to propose a candidate, please call
826-9055.

Back the advertisers
who back The WIRE
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1590 York Avenue
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387)

or 301 East 76th Street
(212) 734-7051

$30 minimum • Free delivery
Delivery days are Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers

Wallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace Tiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux Finishes

All All All All All AccessorAccessorAccessorAccessorAccessoriesiesiesiesies
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented

Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen Levy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator

531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

RooseRooseRooseRooseRoosevelt Island’velt Island’velt Island’velt Island’velt Island’s Nes Nes Nes Nes New Dealw Dealw Dealw Dealw Deal
MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN TTTTTO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALL

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)
1 Year = 5.85% • 2 Years = 6.00% • 3 Years = 6.25%

YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

Additional Services

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY � 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. • Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.

363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http:/ /www.montauk-cu.com

Savings Accounts = 4.00%
with an APY of 4.06%

Checking Accounts = 2.00%
APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

• ATM Cards
• Money Orders
• Cashier Checks
• Certified Checks

• MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
• New & Used Vehicle Loans
• Secured and Personal Loans
• Long Distance Toll-Free Number

• Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction
• Residential Mortgages
• FREE Notary Service (for members)
• Custodial Accounts

GreatGreatGreatGreatGreat


