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RIRA Puts Self-Government
Query On Its November Ballot;
Seeks Common Council Candidates

On a Perfect Saturday,
FDR Day Returns to RI

by George Rubin
photography by Margery Rubin

It was warm and clear, perfect weather for FDR day on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, on Roosevelt Island.  A time to celebrate and honor many of
the accomplishments of those who are physically challenged.  Among
the many booths along Main Street were those related to Health Care
and the Health Sciences. You could get your blood pressure checked or
learn what constitutes a healthy diet.  Others had beautiful jewelry, Afri-
can art, and hand-made knitted hats. There was an exhibit of art by Coler-
Goldwater patient residents. You could have your face painted by a Dan
the Magic Star Clown, and get a friendly hello from Sam Brown at the
Cabrini table.

At the Field events our physically challenged community had a chance
to participate in hoop shooting, wheelchair races, frisbee toss, wheel-
chair obstacle course, dart throw, bowling and other games to prove to
themselves We can do it!  I watched James Roscoe, who is blind, bowl-
ing and putting golf balls. Volunteers everywhere were doing every type
of chore, serving water and food to the participants, running the games,
giving encouragement to everybody.

In the afternoon at the Manhattan Park Theater Club, there was a pre-
sentation to those who had won in competition. The official presenter
was NYPD Detective Steven D. McDonald.  He spoke about President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and how he overcame his disability to be-
come President of the United States.  Detective McDonald, living with
his own disability, should inspire all of us.

The winners were:  Male Sportsmanship, Al Holliday; Female Sports-
manship, Mabel Waller; Best Male Athlete, Adolph Johns; Best Female
Athlete, Anup Malilre.

Margery Rubin

Moment of Victory  A participant in FDR Day exults in a moment of
achievement.  This year’s event was a revival of an Island tradition.
More of Marge Rubin’s pictures of the day appear throughout this issue.

Vass Will Head Island’s
“Drive for Democracy”

MTA May Be Taking
Serious Look at Tram

RIOC Stops
Trellis Music
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Puddles without rain  Standing water on Main Street indicates an under-
street leak and accompanying erosion.  Residents Association President
Patrick Stewart cites the condition, which has existed for several weeks,
as symptomatic of neglect of infrastructure by the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation.  Stewart’s column (page 3) this issue deals with
deterioration of the landmark Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

The MTA appears to be taking a
careful look at the condition of the
Island’s Tramway, possibly as part
of consideration of a takeover long
urged by Roosevelt Island Operat-
ing Corporation President Jerome
Blue.

Last week, a team of consultants
from Parsons Brinkerhoff, the en-
gineering firm, started the exami-
nation, apparently considering
maintenance requirements, rider-
ship, and operating expenses in a
study estimated to cost $50,000 or
more.

The subsidized proportion of
Tramway operations (the part not
paid for by rider fares) is far lower
than the MTA’s overall system, and
far lower than most mass transit in
the United States, but Blue has
pointed to its operating deficit as a

burden on his attempts to achieve
break-even budgeting for the Is-
land.  He has failed to negotiate an
agreement with the MTA to include
the Tramway in the “one city, one
fare” Metrocard.

Initially, plans were made to shut
down the Tramway four hours
daily, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. next Mon-
day through Friday, for the engi-
neering study.  At press time, it ap-
peared service would instead be cut
back to hourly from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday through Friday.

The Residents Association has
taken positions against an MTA
takeover of the Tramway, in the
belief that loss of control might ul-
timately lead to a Tramway shut-
down or cutback, and citing the
system’s ablility to produce a profit
once Southtown is built.

Ron Vass will head Roosevelt Island’s new Drive for Democracy.
The pioneer resident, who quit the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt

Island Operating Corporation three weeks ago and blasted RIOC Presi-
dent Jerome Blue in his letter of resignation, will spearhead the move-
ment to secure passage of self-government legislation for the Island.  That
bill, presented to the legislature by Assemblymember Pete Grannis, would
eliminate RIOC and its Board of political appointees.  In its place, there
would be an elected Board of Residents, who would then hire profes-
sional management for the Island.

The Drive for Democracy will be a prime topic at the Monday night
(September 28) meeting of the Island’s Maple Tree Group, which drafted
the Grannis legislation and secured the Residents Association endorse-
ment of it a year ago.  The group meets at 7:30 at the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

Shall the present governance of
Roosevelt Island, consisting of
political appointees, be replaced
by a popularly-elected Board of
Residents empowered to hire
professional management, as
proposed in legislation intro-
duced in the New York State
Legislature by Assemblymember
Pete Grannis?

That question will appear on the
ballot November 3 in the elections
for the Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation (RIRA), the community’s
only representative body elected
Island-wide.

The Grannis legislation, endorsed
in draft form by the RIRA Common
Council a year ago, is the centerpiece
of the new Drive for Democracy,
which is aimed at its passage.

At the same time, RIRA’s election
committee is seeking nominations for
President and Vice-President, and for
delegates to its Common Council, all
of whom will be elected in the No-
vember 3 balloting.

Patrick Stewart, current Presi-
dent of RIRA, has filed for re-elec-
tion.  At press time, his was the only
nominating form received.

All residents of the Island over
age 18 are eligible for the elected
positions, and to vote in the RIRA
election, whether U.S. citizens or
not.  The only requirement is some
proof of residence, such as a phone
or credit card bill carrying the
resident’s Island address, or other
documentation of residence.

Nomination forms for the RIRA
posts are now available at
Roosevelt Island Housing Manage-
ment, Public Safety, and RIOC, and
will also be on hand at other loca-
tions to be announced.  A copy is
on page 3 of this issue.

A Candidates Night will be
scheduled the week of October 18,
and nominees wishing to speak on

that occasion are required to have
their forms in by Friday, October
16.  Nominations will remain open,
however, until October 26.

In addition to President and Vice
President, 26 Common Council
positions are up for grabs.  Elec-
tion districts are grouped by resi-
dential buildings for the RIRA elec-
tion, with the following distribution
of the Council seats:

546 Main Street, 2 seats
Eastwood, 7
Rivercross, 3
Island House, 3
Westview, 3
2 River Road, 1
4 River Road, 1
10-40 River Road, 8
Residents with questions about

the nominating and election process
can call (212) 308-0479.

See FDR, page 6; photos  throughout issue

Jean Waller

Last week, RIOC ordered a stop
to Friday and Saturday night mu-
sic outdoors at Trellis.  The ses-
sions had become something of a
summertime tradition this year.

According to Kaie Razaghi, Trel-
lis proprietor, a member of his
waitstaff received a phone call late
last Friday ordering a stop to the
performances, saying they are pro-
hibited because the restaurant has
no “cabaret license.”

During the past week, Razaghi
attempted to negotiate with RIOC,
but was met only by RIOC staffer
Robert Antonek when he arrived
for a scheduled meeting with RIOC
President Jerome Blue.

According to Island resident and
attorney James Kaufman, a caba-
ret license is not required when
performance is incidental to the
service of food or beverage, as in
the case of Trellis, where no cover
charge or music charge is levied.

The matter remained unresolved
at press time.
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
Thanks

I am back, like it or not.  First, I would like to say thanks to

the many people who took the time to stop by my wheelchair

on Main Street or to phone to ask how I was feeling and/or

when I might be writing again.  This column answers both.

More thanks
Gratitude is also due to those who planned and carried out

the FDR Day observance here. We “wheelies” were feted, fed,

and had lots of fun.  The Day was sponsored by Coler-Goldwater

Hospital and Auxiliaries, Roosevelt Island Housing  Manage-

ment, Manhattan Park, and Rivercross, as well as other gener-

ous contributors.

Still more thanks
These words of our President may be the

most overlooked of his recent utterances, but

to me they aroused hope for those of us who

live here. In a speech to the Council on For-

eign Relations, he said, “...With more than

half the people in the world living under gov-

ernments of their own choosing, more than half

of the villages in the one million villages in China even now

selecting their own governments... We think the trend is inevi-

table and irreversible....”

No thanks
When The WIRE came out two weeks ago, someone decided

to help our circulation by reproducing one of the headlines and

two pictures from the front page, then distributing the copies

around the Island.  Several people reported to me the name of

a culprit, and were kind enough to bring me the copies they

had removed from the kiosks.  How insulting to those elders

pictured by us were the comments scrawled on the reproduc-

tions!

Muchas Gracias
Two of the Island’s most popular and civic-minded residents

will celebrate their 25th anniversary on October 20. They are

Sammy and Lillian Rodriguez, who moved here on September

1, 1975, from The Bronx.  We’ll have more to say about this duo

after they return from a celebratory trip.

Dear Editor:
This is about why we need real Police.  Public Safety doesn’t really

help us in the way real Police would.  Real Police would stop drug deal-
ing on the Island and these recent attacks on other people.  Real Police
are tougher because they have guns.  Guns are the only thing that can
scare drug dealers.

March Willam Thomas MacDermotRoe
Age 10

September 23, 1998
Mr. Jim Fry
Acting Director, Public Safety
Dear Jim:

Since August 30, the community grapevine has been alive with rumors
about the incidents of that date.  The Main Street WIRE carried the ac-
count of the incident supplied by RIOC, and recorded your statement at
the last RIOC meeting that “there were no injuries to Public Safety per-
sonnel or others,” but it appears that both your statement and the RIOC
report published in The WIRE are widely considered to be a cover-up.

To deal with the rumors, I will print this letter in this week’s WIRE.  If
you and/or RIOC supplies a response, I will print that response, as well.
This should be a good opportunity to make the public record complete,
and to deal forthrightly with what’s on the community grapevine.

Here are the rumors, some traced back to sources I consider reliable:
• Two Public Safety officers (or employees) were “stomped” – to the

ground.
True, partly true, or false?

• A female Public Safety employee maced (or used another spray
substance on) another Public Safety employee, incapacitating him.  The
employee was not authorized to carry the weapon involved.  The sprayed
employee was (or is now) out of work with an eye infection that resulted.

True, partly true, or false?
• No supervisor was on duty at the time of the early portion of the

incident.
True, partly true, or false?

• Only three Public Safety personnel were (choose one) on duty at
the time of the incident, or (second choice) on patrol at the time of the
incident.

True, partly true, or false?
• None of the Public Safety personnel on duty were qualified Peace

Officers.
True, partly true, or false?

• Two people, or three people, one or more of whom were Public
Safety Officers, were hospitalized, at least briefly, after the incident.

True, partly true, or false?
• A window of a 114 Precinct vehicle was broken, or the vehicle was

otherwise damaged, during or after the incident.
True, partly true, or false?

• A female Public Safety employee is out on disability as a result of
injuries or other causes arising from the incident.

True, partly true, or false?
I’d like to urge a real effort to reestablish your credibility, and RIOC’s,

by a full disclosure of all details of the incident.  To be printed along
with this letter, your response (or RIOC’s) will need to be in my hands
(fax 755-2540) by 2:00 p.m. Thursday.

Dick Lutz
Managing Editor, The WIRE

copy: RIOC

Editor’s note:  The following letter concerns August 30 incidents
reported briefly in The WIRE’s last issue, described as a melee
behind Eastwood touched off after a complaint of excessive noise,
and the subsequent torching of a Public Safety Cushman scooter
outside RIOC’s offices.  RIOC responded with a 170-word an-
swer, the relevant portion of which is printed below the letter.

Roosevelt Islanders are gathering
these days to lend their minds to
the discussion of what it will take
to change this community’s gover-
nance – from mismanagement by
political appointee – to a democ-
racy.

Some are wildly enthusiastic.
Some have reservations, but want

to see the Drive for Democracy
succeed.

Some doubt.
What follows is for those

tempted to doubt, or those at-
tracted to the sidelines.

If we do nothing, we will achieve
nothing.

If we dream small, and work
small, the rewards will be small –
at best.

If we dream large and work hard,
we may receive the reward of suc-
cess, but even without it, we will
have the great reward of an attempt
well-made.

This thought, from some anony-
mous wise mind, puts it on the line:

The minute you settle for less
than you deserve, you get even less
than you settled for.

What we deserve, of course, is
nothing less than the residents of
every other democracy in the
world:   Electoral control over those

who govern us and the circum-
stances of our lives.

The legislation produced by the
Maple Tree Group and put before
the State legislature by Pete
Grannis is shaped to provide us just
that.  It does not answer every ques-
tion about how this community will
be managed under a competent ad-
ministrator hired by a democrati-
cally-elected Board of Residents.
It does not offer a fully secure path
through the thicket of the future.  It
does not guarantee we will not fail.

But it puts government where it
belongs in a democratic society:   In
the hands of the people, and those
they elect.

It removes the daggers of patron-
age politics and misplaced loyalties
from our backs.

It allows us the opportunity to
succeed, or to fail, on our own
terms, working together as a com-
munity, overseeing a structure of
government instead of living under
incompetent management whose
priorities have nothing to do with
the quality of life on Roosevelt Is-
land.

Self-government, and the Drive
for Democracy, are the flags
around which we must now rally,
if we are to be true to our own tra-
ditions.  Of those traditions, let us
remember that the Founding Fa-
thers had no crystal balls, and they
had much cause for worry and
doubt.  Yet they dared what we
must dare:  To go forward in con-
fidence that, in the democratic tra-
dition, we will find the way.  We
must dare to rule ourselves and our
own community.

To do it, we must meet the chal-
lenge that is placed before us at our
time in history.  It is small, com-
pared to what the Founding Fathers
faced, but for us it is large, both in
the scale of the dream and in the
effort it will require to achieve the
dream, and then to participate in the
management of our community
once the dream is real.

Fail to dream?  We must not.
Instead, we must stand, lock arms,
move forward together and find the
way.  And work hard, so that when
we succeed, we will know that we
own the success as our creation.  Or
if we fail, to know that we have
dreamed large and failed at some-
thing worth the disappointment we
will feel.

See you at the Maple Tree
Group, Monday night, 7:30, at
the Chapel. DL

Fax received from RIOC:
Dr. Blue’s response:  “At the September 8, 1998 RIOC board meeting

we shared information concerning this occurrence as we did earlier in
the month; in addition, I have attached another copy of the incident re-
port which is under investigation.  I will continue to share ways in which
we have improved Island services, safety, and self-sufficiency, and look
forward to continuing to work with residents for even greater improve-
ments.  The resident advisory committees on transportation and plan-
ning are excellent models and are under consideration to expand their
topics to include incidents like this one...”
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At the Senior Center
Every week
Mondays
9:30 Stay Well (exercise)
Tuesdays
10-11 a.m.  Blood Pressure Screening
1:30 Bingo
Wednesdays
9:30 Stay Well (Stretch)
10:00 English as 2nd Language (Beg)
11:00 English as 2nd (Intermediate)
1:30   Lotto (Games)
Thursdays
10:00 Tai Chi
12:30 Movie
Fridays
10:00 Billiards/Pool Table Open
10:00 English as Second Language
12:30 Blood Pressure Screening
Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games
Special Events
Fri., Oct. 2 – Healthy Living

Mon., Sept. 28, 7:30 p.m., Special Meeting of The Maple Tree Group, open to the public and new
members, to discuss modifications of Self-Government Legislation for Roosevelt Island, and to organize for
the Drive For Democracy to secure its passage.  Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Sun., Oct. 4, regular meeting of the Roosevelt Island Art Association, 546 Main Street, 12th floor.  Live
model.  Call 517-0564.

Wed., Oct. 7, meeting of the Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association, 8:00 p.m., Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.  Members of the community who
wish to address the Council are invited to arrive in time for
the public comment portion of the meeting at 8:00 p.m.

Thur., Oct. 8, 10:00 a.m., Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation Board of Directors Meeting, Good Shep-
herd Chapel.  Advance registration required for those who
wish to address the Board.  Call 832-4540 or see reception-
ist at 591 Main Street during business hours.

Fri.-Sat., Oct. 9-10, next scheduled issue of The Main
Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
Oct. 3; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., Oct. 5.  Fu-
ture issues:  October 24; November 7, 21; December 5,
19; January 9, thereafter generally every two weeks.  Un-
scheduled extra editions may be published as news and
advertising support warrant; advertisers who would like to
be included in one or more extra editions, without advance
notice at the time, are invited to call 826-9055 to make
their interest known.  Plan now to include your business
card in the November 21 Thanksgiving issue.  Phone/fax
for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for adver-
tising inquiries, (212) 755-8214/755-2540; phone & fax to
list your Island organization’s event without charge,
317-8523 (provide call-back number for possible follow-
up).

Sat., Oct. 10, 10 a.m., the Roosevelt Island Tree Board’s
annual Fall Tree Walk, starting at Blackwell House.  Free.

Fri., Oct. 16, deadline for nominations for offices in the Roosevelt Island Residents Association and for
its Common Council, for those who wish to participate in Candidates Night the week of October 18.  (Final
deadline:  October 27.  Information:  308-0479.

Thur., Oct. 22, PS/IS 217, training sessions for tutors in the New York City School Volunteer Program
for adults who wish to work one-on-one with a child to improve reading, writing, math, or English skills.
Additional sessions (all are required) October 29 and November 5.  Information:  980-0294, ext. 2422.

Tue., Nov., 3, Election Day.  All Roosevelt Island residents over 18, including those not citizens of the
United States or New York, are eligible to vote in the election for members of the Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA), and on the ballot question regarding self-government for
Roosevelt Island.  All day, PS/IS 217.

Sun., Dec. 13, Special Guest Performance, The Morgan Scott Ballet Company, Coler Hospital.  Times &
tickets:  848-6043.

New Yorkers have a way of not noticing the more
unpleasant things around them... perhaps a defense
mechanism developed to shield us from urban blight,
human suffering,  metropolitan rage, anti-social be-
havior and on, and on, and on.  We grow inured in
order to survive, and per-
haps it’s just as well.

Every so often, though,
some event will occur
that allows us to really
focus on what’s happen-
ing around us, and pay
more attention than we
have in a long while.

This happened for me
with last Sunday’s displacement of both the Protes-
tant and Catholic congregations from their chapel into
the basement of the church.  The move was necessi-
tated by extensive water damage caused simply and
solely by RIOC’s patent, and criminal, neglect.  It is
hardly reassuring to know that the water damage would
have been even greater were the fire sprinkler system
not so totally clogged.

This is not the first appearance of their neglect.
Since June of 1996 there has been little or
no maintenance of the Island.  The grounds
and open spaces and playgrounds have been
allowed to go to seed due to their extensive
cutbacks in maintenance staff and the lack
of appropriate funding.

There has been little or no maintenance
of the seawall... the seawall that throughout
all previous administrations has needed and
received continuous maintenance.

There has been a State-funded engineer-
ing study in existence on the landmark Good
Shepherd Chapel for at least four years.  The
study outlines the serious nature of many
dangerous conditions in the building.  That
study has been deliberately ignored, and
nothing has been done.  Perhaps it will take
the roof collapsing on a congregation to get
them to attend to their responsibilities.

The continuous water seepage on the street
in front of Good Shepherd is an indication of
grievous problems with the pipes below.  The
same condition exists in front of 40 River
Road.  The entire length of Main Street and
River Road has been buckling and heaving for over two
years.  And two years of mild winters at that.

Most of the safety features on the play equipment
in the two playgrounds  are broken or missing.   This
is a particularly reprehensible situation that has been

Patrick Stewart

brought to their attention before.  Drainage for the
children’s sprinklers has been regularly blocked all
season.  The Blackwell Plaza fountain goes unrepaired.

The roof of Blackwell House is obviously near col-
lapse, as is the porch.  Its disrepair is more indicative

of an abandoned private house rather than
a landmark under the specific care of the
state.

The Lighthouse was cleaned and re-
paired with private funding raised by the
previous administration, although RIOC
would like to claim credit for it.

And speaking of funding, we have still
not seen an audit of Public Purpose Funds.
Nor have they produced the audit of miss-

ing RICO funds.  The audits have each been promised
by RIOC for more than two years.

Nor have they released the Army Corps of Engi-
neers Study of the seawall, undertaken in July of 1997.
Nor have they released the outcome of the $100,000
Deloit Touche LLP management consultants study of
their management practices and financial policies.
This consultation was an outcome of the State Comp-
troller’s audit.

RIOC has stated
proudly time and again
that they need no capi-
tal or operating budget
from Albany, due to
their superior fiscal
management.  When
our public representa-
tives recommended the
use of available monies
or grants, they were re-
fused.  Now we find
Roosevelt Island in a
state of serious disre-
pair attended by real
and potential hazards to
the citizenry and to the
state.

This disrepair will
eventually cost the tax-
payers of New York an
amount exponentially
higher than it would
have cost to prudently

maintain it – as the State of New York is legally re-
quired to do under the terms of its lease with the city.
But then, RIOC’s zero budget is one of the things the
State is bragging about this election year.

Once, Roosevelt Island was something to brag about.

More of Margery
Rubin’s emotive
photographs of
FDR Day
participants
appear on pages
1,4, 5, and 6.

RIRA Nominating Form
1998 Election of Officers

OFFICE:
___ President
___ Vice President
___ Common Council, for

Building:

The following information should be completed about the individual whose name
is being presented for nomination:

Name

Address

Phone, Day

Phone, Evening

Qualifications:

I will serve if elected:

Signature of Nominee

Nominees must be 18 or older and reside on Roosevelt Island.

Your name

Your signature

Address

Phone, Day

Phone, Evening



752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

The Food Goes On
Even if the beat is

interrupted...  Come try our

terrific menu with an

exciting range of

taste and variety.

See you at Trellis

Trellis swings
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1590 York Avenue
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387)

or 301 East 76th Street
(212) 734-7051

$30 minimum • Free delivery
Delivery days are Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FROM
CALLING ALL PETS

The Faces and Feelings of FDR Day 1998
photographs by Margery Rubin
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Good SheGood SheGood SheGood SheGood Shepherpherpherpherpherd Sundad Sundad Sundad Sundad Sunday Scy Scy Scy Scy School is Bachool is Bachool is Bachool is Bachool is Backkkkk

Each Sunday 8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m., let your children be our
Shepherd�s children.  Come register in front of Good Shepherd

Chapel, Saturday, September 26, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Meet the devoted teachers and some members (children) of our

Sunday School.

My child, give me your heart and let your eyes observe my ways.
Proverbs 23 v. 26.

Free gift for all who stop to inquire
on Sept. 26, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Rev. Oliver T. Chapin (212) 486-0529
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FAST
Free delivery

(Min. $6)

Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Thur, 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Fri & Sat, 11 a.m.-12 midnite

Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm, M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D.....
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice Hoursssss
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
W ednesday & Friday • 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

W e provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

1167 2nd Av. (between 61st & 62nd)

317-1390

FDR Day from page 1
There were short speeches by Assemblymember Pete Grannis and Rep-
resentative Carolyn Maloney.  Pete Grannis said, “What a wonderful
day for the physically challenged who live here on Roosevelt Island.
More people should hear and see them and their accomplishments.  It is

a sad comment that the
Director of the Island,
Dr. Jerome Blue,
failed to be here, and
shows so little concern
for the Island resi-
dents. If Governor
Pataki had run the
small town of
Peekskill in the same
manner, he would
never have been
elected Governor of

New York.  This is why Roosevelt Island needs self-government, though
I know it is an uphill battle.”

There were so many people to thank.  Some are Ron Ballister for the
posters and flyers; Sunderam Srinivasan for constant availability in assisting
with his computer talents and for the production of booth banners; Virginia
Granato, a great resource for support and enthusiasm; Fay Vass, one of the
founders of FDR day;
Marilyn Engstler, Hous-
ing Management’s Direc-
tor of Community Rela-
tions; and the two volun-
teers who returned to the
island to help out, Carol
Berger and Gail Herring;
also Claude Rittman, Se-
nior Associate Executive
Director of Coler-
Goldwater and Linda
Dianto, Director of
Therapeutic Recreation,
Coler-Goldwater, who
coordinated both cam-
puses.

The day ended with de-
licious food in an outdoor
and an indoor buffet and
lots of music and danc-
ing. Everyone who at-
tended was part of a won-
derful gathering.  FDR
would have truly been
proud of us on this day.

Tutors Sought In
Island School’s
Volunteer Effort

Island School PS/IS 217 is seek-
ing volunteer tutors to work one-
on-one with its students to improve
their skills in reading, math, writ-
ing, or English.  School volunteers
work individually with the students,
and help in the library, office and
cafeteria, as well.

The program involves a training
program on three Thursday morn-
ings, starting October 22.  Volun-
teers must attend all three sessions.

Islanders may register by calling
Susan Cohen, the school guidance
counselor, at 980-0294, ext. 2422.

Tree Walk Scheduled October 10
The Roosevelt Island Tree Board has scheduled its annual Fall Tree

Walk for Saturday, October 10, at 10:00 a.m.  It will start at the land-
mark Blackwell House and will be guided by State Forester Michael
Curley, who will identify the trees in the area and elaborate on their
features and structure.  The path will be similar to the route depicted in
the self-guided Island Tree Walk brochure prepared last year by Michael
Keller as his Eagle Scout project.

Along the way, Maurice Bleifeld, chair of the Tree Board, will pro-
vide folders from the National Arbor Day Foundation, and will describe
efforts to preserve the trees on Roosevelt Island.  Bleifeld calls this “a
good opportunity for the average city-dweller to learn more about the
trees around us.” The Tree Walk is free.
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GUITAR INSTRUCTION – Enrich your life with music.  All ages & levels welcome.
Study in your home or at my studio on RI.  Call for a demonstration:  308-6182

WANTED:  COOK/HOUSEKEEPER – Part-time 2-7 p.m.  Prefer mature Island
resident.  (212) 838-4919.

MORNING LIFEGUARD needed on Roosevelt Island.  Please call 308-7271.

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME – Home-based business opportunity P/T, F/T, for
Entrepreneurs, Medical & Business Professionals interested in increasing their
income.  Company is well-known, multi-million dollar, NASDAQ Preventative Health-
Care.  Call Island resident 1-800-281-5424 for 24-hour Recorded Message.

SITTER NEEDED for adorable 6-year-old girl in Astoria.  Older teenager preferable.
Will pay for car service.  909-6368.

SHAPE UP!  Whether you’ve just gained a few pounds on summer vacation or are
chronically “weight-challenged,” the perfect opportunity to do something about it is
coming to Roosevelt Island.  Weight-Watchers will sponsor a 10-week program on
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 (location to be announced), if 18 or more residents register.
So encourage your friends and yourself to make what could be a life-changing call
to Marilyn Engstler at 838-4747 for more information.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt Island.
Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend sitting also.  Eugenie
“Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on RI.  My home or yours.  References provided.  Eugenie
(212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificate
available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

CLOSET SPECIALIST – Designs, Accessories, Installations.  Double your closet
space.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214

Classified
751-8214

The WIRE’s sports reporter position is open.
If you’re interested in handling this valuable volunteer
contribution to the Roosevelt Island community, or would like
to propose a candidate, please call 826-9055.

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

For additional information on registration, please
contact The Main Street Theatre at 371-4449

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

MAKE HISTORY IN NEW YORK!
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Vote Green Party and with over 50,000 votes for
Governor you’ve created a political party you
own and control.

• Ecology
• Non-Violence
• Grassroots Democracy
• Social & Economic Justice

Roosevelt Island’s own
Grampa Al Lewis for Governor!

I want to help the campaign.
I’d like to give $________.

Make check payable to “Friends of Al Lewis.”
PO Box 277, NYC, NY 10044

(Contributions to political campaigns are not tax deductible.)
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RooseRooseRooseRooseRoosevelt Island’velt Island’velt Island’velt Island’velt Island’s Nes Nes Nes Nes New Dealw Dealw Dealw Dealw Deal

MONTAUK CREDIT UNION
OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN TTTTTO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALL

Share Certificates (CDs) & Individual Retirement Accounts
(IRAs)

1 Year = 5.85% • 2 Years = 6.00% • 3 Years = 6.25%
YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

Additional Services

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY � 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. • Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.

363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http:/ /www.montauk-cu.com

Savings Accounts = 4.00%
with an APY of 4.06%

Checking Accounts = 2.00%
APY of 2.02% (with balances over $500)

• ATM Cards
• Money Orders
• Cashier Checks
• Certified Checks

• MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
• New & Used Vehicle Loans
• Secured and Personal Loans
• Long Distance Toll-Free Number

• Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction
• Residential Mortgages
• FREE Notary Service (for members)
• Custodial Accounts

GreatGreatGreatGreatGreat

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace Tiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux Finishes

All AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll Accessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented

Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen Levy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator
531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

B R AB R AB R AB R AB R ACESCESCESCESCES
AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!

WWWWW e offe offe offe offe offer free orer free orer free orer free orer free orthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to chil-hil-hil-hil-hil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Rooseveltveltveltveltvelt

Island.Island.Island.Island.Island.
Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call for an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

DrDrDrDrDr..... Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff
200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW ..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street
212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285

501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street
212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7

**Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment**

Whiten Your Teeth
Brighten Your Smile

Home Bleaching is for You
Call us!!!


