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Body recovered. NYPD Fire &

" Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
Rescue recovered the body of an

unidentified white male seen floating in the East Channel Monday night.
The body was brought ashore on the rocks below the Nurses Residence.
Police seek help with identification (detailed description, page 7).

RIRA’s Common Council:
Openings at All Buildings

All the seats on the Common
Council of theRoosevelt Idand Resi-
dents Association are open, and at
presstime every building on the Is-
land had fewer candidatesfor itsseets
thanitsalloted number. Each build-
ing is represented by more than one
delegate (10-40 River Road get eight,
for example), but runners-up are eli-
gible to serve as dternates and to
work on RIRA business.

The Presidency and Vice-Presi-
dency are open, as well, though
both Patrick Stewart (incumbent
President) and Joan Christianson
(for Vice-President) have declared
their intent to run.

All Island residents over 18 are
eligible to serve. In addition to a
monthly meeting (on Wednesday
nights during the past two years)

that runs about two hours, members
are expected to serve on RIRA’s
committees and take on various
projects that RIRA deems worthy
of some effort. These range from
staging proteststo ferreting out in-
formation on emergency evacua-
tion plansfor theldand' sbuildings,
as Councilmember Joan Brookshas
been doing for the last two months
or more.

Theformsusedinfiling for candi-
dacy are available at RIOC (591
Main Street), the Library, Housing
Management, and at severa other Is-
land locations. The deadlinefor fil-
ingisOctober 27, but candidateswho
declarether intentions before Octo-
ber 16 will be digible to speak their
mindsat CandidatesNight, Tuesday,
October 27.

RIRA, Pausing at a Crossroads,
Determined to Retain Its Role,
Seeks Common Council Candidates

News Analysis by Dick Lutz

Almost as one, the members of the Common Coun-
cil of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association
(RIRA) paused Wednesday night and stood back to
survey the past two years, and to look forward to its
Island-wide election — now just 24 days away.

Almost asone, RIRA’ s Council appeared weary af -
ter two years of being treated as “just another of the
50-some (or 60-some) Island organizations’ by Presi-
dent Jerome Blue of the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation. Yet, in the pausing and standing back,
there was a palpable determination to maintain the
organization’ srole as advocate for thelsland’ s people,
asitsonly body elected | land-wide, and asits stream
of continuity in aworld of transience stirred by Al-
bany palitics.

For his part, Jerome Blue has formed a “ Resident
Advisory Council,” which RIRA Council memberssee
asayet afurther insult, and ablatant determination to
ignore the body which has successfully opposed so
many of his moves over the past two years.

Ironically, as RIRA facesits November 3 election,
it must go to Blue for Public Purpose funding — some
$2,650 — to pay for rental of voting ma-

We, all of us, working together, have kept those things
and more from happening. And when | look at all
we'vedoneg, it’ salong and thorough list, but unfortu-
nately, al of itiswhat we have kept RIOC from doing
tous.

“But, please, if you decide to run, be prepared to
work.”

Stewart, who has decided to stand for asecond term
as RIRA President, was not applauded, but his per-
sonal despair over the changein RIRA’sroleisshared
in some measure by almost everyone on the Common
Council. Jeff Hochman, Chair of the organization’s
Planning Committee, gave areport indicating that de-
vel oper progress on Southtown —theresidential build-
ings planned for the space north of the Tramway sta-
tion and now partially occupied by the abandoned
Nurses Residence — has been greater than originally
thought. But it has been a stealth process, he said, in
which RIOC has avoided revealing anything to resi-
dents by vesting the devel opment processin aprivate
entity, rather than taking management responsibility
itself —an arrangement that might makeit subject toa
legal requirement to reveal what's going on.
Hochman said that a

chines. “They [RIOC] would be crazy to
turn it down,” RIRA President Patrick
Stewart told the Common Council on
Wednesday night, after areport indicating
that RIRA would have to run its need for
thefunds past Blue' snew “ Resident Advi-
sory Council.”

Despitethat seeming injury heaped upon
repeated insult, the mood of the Council
was openly philosophical, even hopeful, as
its individual members contemplated
whether to run again. The final deadline
tofileisOctober 27, but most who attended
Wednesday night have either decided to
run or will do so well before the deadline.
A Candidates Night is planned for Tues-
day, October 27.

“Because of the current administration
of RIOC,” Patrick Stewart counseled those
around the tables in the basement of the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, “the job of
RIRA ismuch more difficult, complex, and
time-consuming. When you' re consider-
ing running again, pleasekeep that in mind.
Weare unfortunately in an adversarial po-
sitionwith RIOC and, asaresult, it requires
alot of reactive work.

“Instead of spending time making thisabetter place,
wearefaced with havingto react. Thingsmay change
and hope springs eternal. But one thing | can say:
Had we not been addressing these thingswe would be
in really serious trouble. We would be having two
26-story towers built at Southpoint and a [25-story
eldercare] building built in Octagon Park. Wewould
be paying exorbitant rentsfor the playing fields. Kids
would be having to pay for Tram passesto go to school.

Inside:
Blue’s Last

Days, Again?

growing trend toward “ seg-
mented funding,” in which
portions of a project are
funded without necessarily
knowing whether the next
phase of funding will be
available, could ultimately
leave the Island with an
abandoned foundation at
Southtown. He said he has
detected no large source of
funds for the Southtown

Editorial page

project.
Hochman, ideally posi-
tioned to monitor

Southtown development
activity —totheextent it can
be monitored — by virtue of
his position as a Project
Manager with the City’s
Department of Design and
Congtruction, explained that
RIOC has hidden the devel-
opment process behind a
facade in which the Morse
Diesel company, acting as
- “owner’s representative,”
receives all developer reports, exercises long-honed
skills in hiding information from the public. This
spares RIOC having to deal with residents, specifi-
cally RIRA, which has demanded arole in planning
asthe elected representatives of the lsland’ sresidents.
Al Weinstein, another RIRA Council stalwart best
known for his defense of the Tramway, had asimilar
complaint about RIOC secrecy under Jerome Blue.
See RIRA at Crossroads, page 3

Recognize
this couple?
(See page 2)

Roy Eaton Brings His Personal Renaissance to Roosevelt Island

by Lesley Mitchell-Clarke

Roy Eaton is by all definitions atrue Re-
naissanceman. Hisprofessional accomplish-
ments have spanned the diverse worlds of
classical music, the healing arts, esoteric
philosophy (he is a thirty-year practitioner
of Transcendental Meditation), and the com-
petitive arena of advertising.

For the past eighteen years, this eclectic
man of spiritual vision has chosen to make
hishome on Roosevelt Island. Hefirst came
here after being introduced to the Island by
his dear friend, Bernie Silverman (with
whom he wastaking aclassin Jewish Bibli-
cal studies).

Eaton is an award-winning classical pia-
nist and recording artist. In the past severa
years he has released three critically ac-
claimed albums: Joyful Joplin (Newport Clas-
sics), Meditative Chopin (Seventh Wave) and
Joplin Piano Rags (Sony Classical).

He has al so been one of the most success-
ful jingle writersin the history of the adver-
tisingworld. Infact, someof themost memo-

rable commercials ever aired on television
and radio were written and arranged by him,
and performed by ahost of musical luminar-
ies. There was “Beefaroni’s full of meat,
Beefaroni’s really neat. Hooray for
Beefaroni!” and the catchy commercial lyric,
“Y ou cantrust your car to the man that wears
the star, thebig, bright, Texaco star!” Many
of Eaton’soriginal commercials now air on
cable’'s“TV Land Network.” He says, “A
wonderful thing about my commercial ex-
perience is that |’ ve gotten to know, and to
be on a personal, friendly basis with, musi-
cianswho are now recognized for their great-
ness... Bill Evans, Ron Carter, Blossom
Dearie, Nina Simone, Clark Terry, Doc
Severinsen, Cannonball Adderly, Milt Jack-
son and Barry Manilow (whom, at the time,
| didn’t actually want to sing on ajinglethat
hewrote for me!). | think that | might have
been arefreshing surprisefor those high cali-
bre musicians, because here | was — an ad
agency guy who actually knew what he was
doing.”

Inadditionto all of this, the essential Roy
Eatonisdevoted to aspiritual path of explo-
ration and equally devoted to a firm belief
in the unity of mankind. It is hard to imag-
inethat such aquiet, humble man carriessuch
an amazing amount of life experience with
him. Hisunlined, practically agelessfaceis
a huge endorsement for his and his wife's
health-consciouslife-style.

Roy’s wife, Barbara Pittman (whom he
wed in 1996), shares his enthusiasm for and
commitment to Roosevelt Island. Sheis a
busy nurse-practitioner for Columbia Pres-
byterian Hospital, as well as being an acu-
puncturist, and an involved mother to her son,
Joshua, afilm student at NYU. Soon, Bar-
bara will be beginning a new challenge as
the supervisor in “Triage” in the new “Al-
ternative Therapies’ section of Columbia
Presbyterian Hospital. The couple, always
expanding their horizons, recently returned
from an acupuncture seminar in Viet Nam.
Whilein the Far East, Roy also performed a

See Eaton, page 6
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Pages of Thought and Opinion

Respect

During the past two or three weeks, I've been seeing
Shaquille O’Neal on a number of television shows and, on each
of them he has worn a sweater bearing the word “RESPECT”
on it. Now it seems to me that he doesn’t need to wear it be-
cause that is his only sweater - he must have lots of
them - nor does he need to remind anyone to be re-
spectful of him. He earned our esteem long ago.

My conclusion is he’s reminding each of us to have
Respect for one another. And in thinking about re-
spect, I realized there is not much of that around these days.

Lots of kids don’t respect their parents and the feeling is
mutual. Youngsters don’t give a hoot about oldsters and the
latter really only can yell at them.

Many employees have no regard for their bosses, who, the
workers are certain, often rightly so, have no concern for them.
The same holds true for police and for politicians, most of whom,
most of us believe, really have brought this symptom of mis-
trust on themselves by their actions. But who elected them,
we must ask.

All of this cogitating on respect has put me in a glum mood.
I'll certainly try to respect the person who can bring me out of
it. Would be nice if it were Shaq, wouldn’t it? Below, at least,
are two who respect their neighbors.

Respectfully yours.

Respect for Community

On September 1, 1975 two newcomers from The Bronx
moved to Roosevelt Island and it is lucky for all of us that they
did because Sam and Lillian Rodriguez have greatly influenced
life here over the ensuing years. On October 20, they will cel-
ebrate their 25th wedding anniversary, still living on the Is-
land and contributing whenever asked to do so.

Sammy, for instance, just recently helped to provide muscle
power by carrying tables all over the place for the FDR Day
events. For 14 years, those same muscles prepared the Little
League, Soccer and Men’s League ball fields for play.

i They also were partly respon-
sible for winning Sammy the
RIRA-sponsored “Good Neigh-
bor” award for 1979-1980. The
citation reads in part: “...for his
great pride in his surroundings,
respect for all his fellow neigh-
bors and willingness to contrib-
ute to the well-being of the com-
munity.”

Lillian for her part was active
in the founding of the Roosevelt
Island Hispanic Society and
served as one of its officers. One
of her hobbies is cooking and she
often is called upon to prepare
one of her dishes for civic events
here. Lillian’s other interests are
dancing and collecting Egyptian
art. For 20 years, she has been employed by Lowe McAdams
Healthcare Inc., a medical advertising agency.

Sammy is a long-time member of the Garden Club. He
likes Frank Sinatra music and, like Lillian, enjoys dancing.
He has been employed for 44 years by Transportation Display
Inc., and works at Grand Central Station.
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Wishful, Wary, Island’s Activists Are Once Again
Counting the Days Until Jerome Blue Is Gone

Commentary by Dick Lutz

What will you do the day it’ sannounced Jerry Blue
isgone?

OK, after the party, what will you do?

The election, just over three weeks away, isawa-
tershed moment for Roosevelt Island. Many Island-
ers have marked the next day on their mental calen-
darsasthefirst possible day of Blue' sdeparture. If it
happens as expected, they’ll turn out to reset Roosevelt
Island’ stown clock to run forward again.

The conventional wisdom has been that Governor
George Pataki would not replace Blue before the No-
vember 3 election, because that would be an admis-
sion of an incredible blunder in naming him in the
first place. Astrue asthat may be of the blunder, it
may be true of the tim-
ing aswell.

But an equally likely
reason isthat no compe-

island
o et 0bserver

months or weeks—now days—to runin Pataki’ sterm:
Why take a flyer on ajob that could evaporate in an
election night surprise?

The job has been shopped around. There are even
some indications that a successor has been chosen,
and Blue has been given the word.

Among the strawsin the wind:

* Blue's public relations guy, Michael Greason, is
gone. No announcement —just aquiet disappearance,
followed by professionslike, “He' snot in right now”
and “Don’t know,” from other members of the RIOC
staff (who truly may only suspect).

» Thisweek’s RIOC Board meeting was cancelled.
Why have ameeting, after all, when everything’ sabout
to change?

* Blue's been to Albany within the last two weeks
on some slightly mysterious errand — very likely to
hear what' sin hisfuture.

There is the possibility, as well, that he has been
given some incentive to leave quietly, without leav-
ing behind any smoke-solid claim of “mission accom-
plished,” or charges of racist motivein the opposition
he has stirred over the past two and a half years.

Whatever the case, there may bereason for increased
confidencein Jim Kaufman'’ slaconic pronouncement:
“He stoast.”

Now what?

It is a watershed moment for Roosevelt Island be-
cause Pataki isnot likely to appoint another individual
unwilling or unable to work with the community.
That’ stoo risky acourse, giventhelsland’ shighlevel
of activism and demonstrated ability to make waves
in the political firmament —waves out of proportion
to the Island’ s reasonabl e place as a concern for any
Governor.

Wearelikely, therefore, to get someonewho will at
least appear to be more sensitive to residents’ con-
cerns. Morewilling, at least, to play the game of lis-
tening and seeming to heed. A really smart adminis-
trator might even find away to pull the Roosevelt Is-
land Residents Association into a working relation-
ship —to useits Common Council asasounding board
and itsmonthly mesetingsasaforum for trial balloons.

However that goes, thereislikely to be far lessim-
mediate incentive for residents to demand the funda-
mental changethat local governance would represent.
There could be an even further diffusion of the avail-
able effort, which is already fragmented into a glass
menagerie of fragile and distant hopes.

It could mean less Island support, and legislative
support harder to recruit, for the self-governance hill
Assemblymember Pete Grannis has put into the Al-
bany mill at the request of the Island’s Maple Tree
Group.

But relaxing would be a mistake. Whatever relief
politics brings Roosevelt I1sland after the election, it
will not produce the fundamental change required to
remove the threat of some future Jerome Blue being
assigned herein ahigh-paying parking spot to buy his
silence, as a political reward, or just to sideline him
where the damage will belimited to Roosevelt Island,
sparing therest of New Y ork State. The Pataki politi-
cal organism, and itsfuture replacements, will till have
more reason to value Roosevelt Island as a dump for
hazardous political
waste than as the
valuable experiment
it was before Jerry
Blue changed every-
thing.

All the more rea-
son, then, for those
who have doubts
about the Roosevelt
Island Drive for De-
mocracy (RIDD, cu-
riously enough) or the
efforts of the Maple
Tree Group, to recon-
sider those doubts
and weigh them against thelikely shape of our future.

As good as the next administrator may be, and as
appealing asit may beto engage in the wishful think-
ing that New Y ork City may one day ride to our res-
cue, aslong as Roosevelt Island isa possession of the
State, our only really good future is likely to be one
controlled by the voting power of residents, electing a
Board of Residents, and carried forward by a profes-
sional administrator whose loyalty isto the Island and
its people — not to a political patron.



Gonzales Retires at Island House

After 22 years of dedicated service, |sland House's chief fixer-upper is
hanging up hishammer. Tony Gonzalez, pictured
here at hisretirement reception, retired as Build-
ing Superintendent on October 2. A true Roosevelt
Islander, he was born in Metropolitan Hospital at
thes  outhernend of what wasthen Welfarels-
land, back in 1932. During his tenure here he
worked in Rivercross, Westview, Eastwood and
Island House.

Gonzalez and his wife, Rita, the friendly face
dispensing cash at Chase Bank’ sRoosevelt Island
branch, will be taking time to enjoy their Florida
vacation home and to pursue hisjewelry business.
Asked what he'll miss most about his work on
Roosevelt Island, Gonzalez unequivocally re-
sponded, “ The people!” A few minuteswith“Tony
G” and it’'s easy to understand why those same
“people” will sorely misshim aswell!

Pear| Kaplan

Pearl Kaplan thought of Roosevelt I1sland, like so many of us do, as
morethanjust aplacetolive. It meant
' family. It was community. It was a

'/ {“‘ pe 4 o n f r” place she could walk, stop and talk on

. 1 a; Main Street for an afternoon. Where

- -'. "5 neighbors held elevators, took in The

& Times (and The WIRE) and caught the

% baseball games of nephews on a Sun-

day morning. Where she volunteered

five days aweek and from whose Li-

brary she could take out large-print

books, which sheread by the water as
the tugboats passed by.

Pearl Kaplan passed away on Sep-
tember 29th at 7:30 am. in Manhat-
tan, reportedly the result of sometoo-
frequent hospital mistake. During her
hospital stay, she expanded the possi-
bilities of what being strong could
mean. She remained optimistic. She
stayed fighting for her health, talking
about coming home, about taking trips
with her friends and asking about her
family. Shesaid what she meant, acted
on how she felt and will aways be
missed and forever remembered. Not
just by her family, but by her commu-
nity aswell.

[ etters

The following letter is to the Fire Department facility on the Island.
Dear Lt. Amadeo:

| am writing this note today to congratul ate you and et you know about
acouple of great people from your station and honor their names.

Their names are Mike Gambino (badge number 754) and Peter Langone
(badge number 9286).

When | was walking on Saturday morning on the east side of the Is-
land, | saw abig bird caught on a fishing rod and stuck on atree stump
upside down. | didn’t know how long it had hung there like that, but it
did look very tired. | went to the fire department and found two great
people. They came right away with aladder and rescued the bird.

The stoneswere very slippery and the tide started rising, but those two
people were very brave and very caring. | believe that saving any lifeis
equally important, whether it is human, dog, cat or even bird.

Thank you for being on the Island to protect our lives, and congratula-
tions once more.

Sonia Jang

The WIRE

Nearly 100 Roosevelt Islanders contribute their effort, every two weeks,
to bringing The WIRE to every residential door on the Island. We attempt
to list most on page 2. Above, lastissue’s Friday morning crew of stuffers.
Back row: David Tsireshkin, Matthew Katz, George Rubin, Bernie
Schwartz. Middle row: Pearl Thomas, Myrna Mendis, Teresa Hasing,
Beryl Seaforth, Elena Vrinceanu, Hazel Lynch. Seated: Lena Lutz,
Margaret Harley, Rose Woods. More help is always needed, and if
you'd like to volunteer anything from an hour to several hours, please
call George Rubin at 935-6043 or Sherie Helstien at 935-7534 to learn
about the possibilities in stuffing and distribution, or Dick Lutz at 826-9055
for information on news, photographic, art, or other contributions.
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COMING UP

Saturdays, 11:00 am., Time-Warner Cable channel 34, Charlie’'s House, produced by the Roosevelt |s-

land Y outh Program.

Sat., Oct. 10, 10 am., the Roosevelt Island Tree Board’'s annual Fall Tree Walk, starting at Blackwell

House. Free.

Sat., Oct. 10, 3:00 p.m., Roosevelt I sland Tennis Association event. See Sports, page 7.
Mon., Oct. 12, 8:00 p.m., Toastmaster s | nter national Open House. For information: 751-9577.

Mon., Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m., meeting of The Maple Tree
Group, open to the public and new members, to discuss
modifications of Self-Government Legislation for
Roosevelt Island, and to organize for the Drive For De-
mocr acy to secureits passage. Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd.

Fri., Oct. 16, deadline for nominationsfor officesin the
Roosevelt | land Residents Association and for its Com-
mon Council, for those who wish to participate in Candi-
dates Night the week of October 18. (Final deadline: Oc-
tober 27.) Information: 308-0479.

Thur., Oct. 22, PS/1S 217, training sessionsfor tutorsin
the New Y ork City School Volunteer Program for adults
who wish to work one-on-onewith achild toimprove read-
ing, writing, math, or English skills. Additional sessions
(al are required) October 29 and November 5. Informa-
tion: 980-0294, ext. 2422.

Fri.-Sat., Oct. 23-24, next scheduled issue of The Main
Street WIRE. Deadlines: Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
Oct. 16; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., Oct. 19.
Futureissues: November 7, 21; December 5, 19; January
9, thereafter generally every two weeks. Unscheduled ex-
traeditionsmay be published as news and advertising sup-
port warrant; advertisers who would like to be included in
one or more extra editions, without advance notice at the
time, are invited to call 826-9055 to make their interest
known. Plan now to include your business card in the
November 21 Thanksgiving issue. Phone/fax for news,
(212) 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising inquir-
ies, (212) 755-8214/755-2540; phone & fax to list your Is-
land organization’s event without charge, 317-8523 (pro-

At the Senior Center

Every week
Mondays
9:30 Stay Well (exercise)
Tuesdays
10-11 Blood Pressur e Screening
1:30 Bingo
Wednesdays
9:30 Stay Well (Stretch)
10:00 English as 2nd L anguage (Beg)
11:00 English as 2nd (Intermediate)
1:30 Lotto (Games)
Thursdays
10:00 Tai Chi
12:30 Movie
Fridays
10:00 Billiards/Pool Table Open
10:00 English as Second L anguage
12:30 Blood Pressure Screening
Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games
Special Events
Sat., Oct. 10, 3:00 p.m.,
Art and Piano Recital
Wed., Oct. 14, 10:30 am.,
Free Eye Screening
Fri., Oct. 16, 12:30, Lecture:

vide call-back number for possible follow-up).

Mon., Oct. 26, Open House, Toastmasters. Informa-

tion: 751-9577.

Healthy Hot Beverages for Fall
Fri., Oct. 23, 12:30
Birthday Party, Poetry for You & Me

Tue, Oct. 27, 8:00 p.m., Candidates Night for the Com-
mon Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Sat., Oct. 31, 11:00 a.m., Halloween Par ade, assembling at Blackwell House, followed by Festivity Cen-
ter at 11:30 in the basetball court at Tony Capobianco Field (under the nearby ramp if it rains).

Sat., Oct. 31, 7:00 p.m. (to 11:00 p.m.), Masquerade Ball, Manhattan Park Theatre Club. Adults $5,
Children (must be accompanied by an adult) $3. (See ad, page 4.)

Tue., Nov. 3, Election Day. All Roosevelt Island residents over 18, including those not citizens of the
United States or New Y ork, are eligible to vote in the election for members of the Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA), and on the ballot question regarding self-government for

Roosevelt Island. 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., PS/IS 217.

Wed., Nov. 4, 7:45 p.m., Photogr aphic Society meeting, Island House Community Room.
Wed., Nov. 4, 8:00 p.m., Roosevelt 1sland Residents Association Common Council meeting, Chapel of

the Good Shepherd.

Mon., Nov. 9, Toastmasters. Visitorswelcome. Information: 751-9577.
Thur., Nov. 12, 10:00 am., Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation Board meeting, Chapel of the

Good Shepherd.

Thur., Nov., 13, at the Senior Center, RI SA Fashion Show. Information, 980-1888.
Mon., Dec. 14, Toastmasters. Visitorswelcome. Information: 751-9577.
Sun., Dec. 13, Specia Guest Performance, The M organ Scott Ballet Company, Coler Hospital. Times &

tickets: 848-6043.

RIRA at Crossroads from page 1

Discussing work being donefor the MTA at the Tram-
way by the engineering consulting firm, Parsons
Brinkerhoff, Weinstein said that City Councilmember
Gifford Miller “will soon investigate what is happen-
ing at the Tram, what the MTA is seeking, and what
the whole thing has to do with possible attempts by
Dr. Blueto have the MTA take over the Tramway.”

Inthe meeting’ smore philosophical vein, Weinstein
continued, “1 would liketo draw your attention to this:
When we' ve had no discussions or negotiations with
Dr. Blue, when he' sturned down our requeststo par-
ticipate, when no notice is given to the community,
when we are told nothing except that the Tramway is
closing, we have to be very, very careful, because if
something is secret, something iswrong.”

Shirley Margolin, amember of the Common Coun-
cil by virtue of her work with the Roosevelt Island
Council of Organizations, spoke similarly of the se-
crecy at RIOC: “l| have a great sense of frustration
that a $500 million project [ Southtown] is going for-
ward without the community being informed.

“We continue to be stonewalled,” she said.

Stewart added to RIOC’ slist of secrets: a Corps of
Engineersreport on the condition of the Island’ s sea-
wall, unavailable to residents; a Deloitte Touche re-
port on RIOC financial management, unavailable to
residents. He said he has a stack of FOIL requests,
and “RIOC non-responses,” almost afoot high.

But perhaps more than anything, members of the
RIRA Council are frustrated that Blue has studiously
ignored the Residents A ssociation role as el ected rep-
resentatives of the Island’ s people, and that Blue has
formed small committees of Blue-friendly residents,
who back him regardless of what RIRA Council mem-
bers see asgrave transgressions. In one case— Jessie
Rademaker, whose Y oung Adult L eague received Pub-
lic Purpose funding from RIOC after Bluerewrotethe
rules for getting such funding — many Council mem-

bers believe Blue has simply used community money
to pay for theillusion of community support.

Hopes are pinned on agrowing belief that Blue will
be relieved of his job after the November 3 election
[Commentary, page?2]. But Wednesday night’ s meet-
ing showed the Common Council, thinned thoughitis
by loss of those who' ve moved away and those whose
frustration has reached the breaking point, to be none-
thel ess determined to move forward to a post-€lection
period in which the RIRA role could remain reactive,
if Blue stays, or could return to its preferred role of
community advocate working hand-in-hand with anew
President at RIOC'shelm.

Meanwhile, members of the Common Council, no-
tably the husband-and-wife team of Matthew Katz and
Sherie Helstien, joined by others including Vicki
Feinmel and Judith Berdy, are working another path
— self-governance — through the Maple Tree Group
and the Drive for Democracy. 1t’swidely recognized
as both a long shot and a potentially perilous course
that would put residentsin control, but possibly at the
helm of asinking ship or an entity no longer embraced
by New Y ork State, yet independent of the City. Even
s0, the self-governance planis seen asunassailablein
principle — that people who live in a place, not aloof
political appointees ruling from amental state far re-
moved from resident concerns, should be in control.

Sowhoever decidesto runfor RIRA’sCommon Coun-
cil, and whatever role the organization plays after the
election, it could be that the most important question on
theNovember 3 ballot will bethe attempt to measurethe
strength of sentiment behind the ballot question:

Shall the present gover nance of Roosevelt Iand,
consisting of palitical appointees, bereplaced by a
popularly-elected Board of Residents empower ed
to hire professional management, as proposed in
legislation introduced in the New York State L eg-
islature by Assemblymember Pete Grannis?
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HELP bring back the

music. Cut me out,

sign me, and drop me
off at Trellis.

To the RIOC Board: I am a Roosevelt
Island resident. I'd like the weekend
music back at Trellis next summer.

Signed:

See you at Trellis

192-1517

Better and better every day.
At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

™ Halloween Festivities 1998

Saturday, October 3ist \:;

Halloween Parade - 1:00am - Meet at Blackwell House.

- Basketball Court area at
Festivity Conter - W:30am - "

Lapobiance Park.
(Under Motorgate if it rains.)
Manhattan Part Theaire Club

Masquerade Ball - Tpm to lipm - iFmr_F:lm

Al children aﬂmdtng the Maﬁqucradc Ball must be a.::.nmpamd bﬁr::m‘
jears or older, and no more than three children per adult. There will be food
and refreshments for sale, DT, Marky Parly, a LOSTUME COWNTEST for
children and adults, free treats, 50/50 and other raffles. and lote of fun for
gverjone!

bponsored by P.5.J/1.5. 211 P.TA, Foosevelt
sland Housing Management Lorp.,
Manhattan Fark Management, Fivercross
Tenants Corp., & coordinated by Marilyn
Engstler, Director of Community Eelations.

Al proceeds benefit 7515 2N PTA

PR, € CALLING ALL PETS

T-are rdnnms W8 ro s ks s T b rewa b, ]

& SAUE SII]

on any Science Diet” Light
Formula or any other
Science Diet” purchase.

T R T T o8 S B T B

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FROM
CALLING ALL PETS

1590 York Avenue
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387)
or 301 East 76th Street
(212) 734-7051
$30 minimum « Free delivery
Delivery days are Wed. & Sat.
Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods
Fax (212) 249-7450

KOSMOS AUTO REPAIRS

29-15 38th AVE.,,ASTORIA, N.Y. 11101

| (718)786-2387
=" <

You are invited to our shop for quality work

on complete auto repairs
- Foreign and Domestic
- Certified State Inspection
- Collision Work
- Jree Tow With Work Done

- SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - -'

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS WELCOME
Ir_"l."ll'.'l.'lr EL'I'T.‘T I'-IJ r .'Ji.l'fi"

Join the New Roosevelt Island Photographic Society

Roosevelt |sland

PHOTOGRAPHIC

Society

Open new horizons ¢ Improve your skills+ Competitions
Exhibitions ¢ Call Ghilaat 752-5034 or just show up at our next
meeting, Wed., Nov. 4 at 7:45 PM, Island House Community Room




NATIONAL
FULL SERVICE
BEAUTY SALON

Hair, Nail, and Skin Care
BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL $10

Discount for Senior Citizens Tuesday/Wednesday

ROXIE IS BACK - Specializing in black hair care

10 to 6 Tuesday through Thursday
9 to 7 Friday & Saturday
Now open 10 to 5 on Sundays
I23 Main Street

(212) 688-0055
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years
TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Baset865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
oo cora HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express
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THE REDEEMED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF GOD

INTERNATIONAL CHAPEL ¢ NEW YORK

Proudly Welcomes

Pastor E. A. Adeboye

General Overseer Of The Redeemed Christian Church of God Worldwide

Saturday, October 24
Sunday, October 25

Place: Roosevelt Island Sports Park, 250 Main Street

To Our

Jubilee Harvest 1998

located next to the Roosevelt Island Tramway and Goldwater Hospital

WORD EXPLOSION 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
JUBILEE CELEBRATION 10:00 a.m. to noon

Come and be part of an anointed ministry under the leadership of Pastor E. A. Adeboye and witness the
Holy Spirit move among the faithful with miracles, signs and wonders following

Praise Worship ® Christian Fellowship ® Living Testimonies ® Prayer Warfare ® Christian Counseling
REGISTRATION IS FREE

Enjoy the music ministries of such guests as: Maurice Lauchner, P. Rene Credle,
SERENITY, Gregory Olive and Friends with the Hills Family, Juanita Fleming and others

Join us and reap your blessings because Jesus Christ is the same Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow - Hebrews 13:8

For further information contact Pastor Olu Obed at (212) 758-6557

EatO n from page 1

concert of classical music at theHo Chi Minh
City Conservatory.

Roy Eatonwasbornin Sugar Hill, Harlem,
in 1930. During the two decades following
hisbirth, the Harlem Renaissance wasin full
swing, and was an absolutely undeniable
breeding ground for genius jazz musicians
and jazz vocalists, aswell as African-Ameri-
can social activists, writers and actors, such
as the great Paul Robeson.

Although the young Roy Eaton was sur-
rounded by jazz, hefelt aspecial affinity for
classical music, which continuesto thisday.
He began playing classical piano at age siX,
and won hisfirst competition at age thirteen.
His parents were Jamaican immigrants, and
his hard-working mechanic father madeare-
spectable but modest salary. Luxurieswere
few during the Depression. The family pi-
ano that Roy first learned to play on was an
old Mason & Hamlin upright. Today, he
describes his late mother, Bernice Neil
Eaton, as awoman of tremendous fortitude,
spirituality and amazing persuasive abilities.
She believed in Roy’ stalent, and knew that
he needed a decent piano to progress as an

artist. Somehow she managed to buy are-
built grand from the Steinway factory. To
this day, no one knows where or how she
obtained the funds.

Throughout hisyouth, Eaton continued to
evolveasaclassical musician. Hismother’s
emotional support was essential, and given
unselfishly. Shefrequently told Roy and his
siblings, “You are very bright children, but
you're black, and getting 100% will not be
enough. If you’re going to be successful in
thisworld, you have to do 200%... A chal-
lenge is your opportunity to grow. It'sto
your benefit.” If Roy came home from
school with a 97, the first thing out of his
mother’ smouth was, “What happened to the

other three percent?” Roy has said that it
waslargely through his mother’ sleadership
that heand histhree siblingsrealized theim-
portance of spiritual development.

Bernice Neil Eaton died in Janu-
ary, but Roy sayshesensesher pres-
ence constantly, and it’s clear that
her effect on his life and personal
driveisall-encompassing. In 1950,
when Roy graduated magna cum
laude and Phi Beta Kappafrom the
City College of New York, he si-
multaneously earned his B.M. de-
gree from the Manhattan School of
Music. And on the same day he
graduated, he played in the finals
of the Kosciuszko Foundation’'s
Chopin Competition. When he re-
turned home from the graduation
ceremony, the phonewasringing —
acall from the Foundation President
telling him he had won.

Though still enamored of clas-
sics, Eaton has a foot in the jazz
world, aswell. “Although | don't
really perform asajazz artist, | do
have several compositionsthat arefrequently
performed. Tenor saxophone legend Sonny
Rollins plays one of my things— heis also
from Sugar Hill, in fact,
wegrew up together. He
lived at 377, and | lived
at 375. Heand hissister
and | went to the High
School of Music and Art
together. On the street
you would hear me play-
ing something classical
on the piano, and Sonny
practicing jazz improvi-
sations al day long.”

Eaton’s formal educa
tion also includes a
Graduate Fellowship at
Yale and Master’s De-
gree in piano and con-
ducting from the Man-
hattan School of Music.
He has performed in concert in many of the
nation’s most prestigious concert sites, in-
cluding amemorable concert at Alice Tully
Hall at Lincoln Center in 1992.

In the '50’'s, Roy was drafted, and it was
inthearmy that hefirst becameinterested in
popular American standards and jazz. “In
thejazzidiom, | lovetolistento Bill Evans.
No question. Intermsof my personal style...
the stylethat | most admire would be exem-
plified by the great Art Tatum and Oscar
Peterson. | also loved Bud Powell, but it
was tough to see what drugs did to him.”

It was also in the '50's that Eaton began
working in advertising, for agencies like
Young & Rubicam and Benton & Bowles.

Inthe 1980’s, after nearly thirty yearsof cre-
ative output, Roy decided to retire from the
advertising business. “I left advertising be-
cause the guys in charge were only looking
at the bottom
line, and they felt
that someone
who could just
administer musi-
cians contracts
could perform
the job just as
easily — so they
got a clerk, and
eliminated the
music depart-
ment. They did
me a favor, of
course, in that |
was able to go
out and start re-
ally doing cre-
ative things for
myself. They
had a total non-
recognition of
what it was that | was doing. Now, in the
advertising world, they’ re not even making
the effort to write original music — they're
using standards, and spending millions of
dollars on music rights for existing tunes.”
Roy Eatoninitidly becameinterested in both
Transcendental Meditation and aternative
medicine as part of hisrecovery processfrom
a near-fatal car accident — an accident that
claimedthelifeof histhenwife of tenmonths.
Always evolving, he maintains a busy teach-

ing schedule a The Manhattan School of Mu-
sic, and also works as a Shiatsu massage
therapist, and he recently became involved
infilm... both asaperformer, and in casting.

Asthefather of three grown sons, and step-
father to Joshua, Roy is particularly con-
cerned with thewell-being and devel opment
of Roosevelt Island’ s youth. “To deal with
the problemsof our youth...I don’t know how
to communicate thisto others who have not
seen the possibility of aninward vision, but
| feel that the changes that we want to see
here on the Island have to come about as a
change of consciousness. It is not a matter
of dealing with theindividual actions, or acts,
or looking at the surface manifestations, but,
rather, making sure that the place you're
coming from in
your observation
and inyour interac-
tionisfroma‘glass
half-full’ perspec-
tive. For the past
week or so, I've
been looking
around —just open-
ing up my eyes a
little bit more. The
things | saw here
were beautiful and
exciting —much moreworthy of recognition
and acknowledgment than the negative oc-
currencesthat do happen. Our Islandisbrim-
ming with life, activity, joy and hope. So
many extraordinary things are happening
here. It'samatter of ‘Where syour vision?
‘What are you seeing?.”

Save on commuting cost and stress
Send your children to

LILIES INTERNATIONAL
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

with an international curriculum and small classes

AVAILABLE GRADES: 1-6

SPECIAL TUTORIAL PROGRAM ALSO AVAILABLE

Call (212) 753-7969 or 935-2757

or visit us at: Lilies International Christian School
at Roosevelt Island Sports Park
250 Main Street (Beyond the Tramway)




SPORTSWIRE

The Roosevelt Idand Tennis Association (RITA) recently held its annual Club Champion-
ships on the beautiful outdoor tennis facility adjacent to Octagon Park. Great weather and fine
tennis made for an enjoyable weekend for everyoneinvolved. The earlier rounds werefiercely
competitive. Five categories were played.

Results

Women: Karin Jacobson vs. Jenni Wood, 6:2 4:6 7:6

Men: Jan Buenner vs. David Eaton, 6:0 6:1

Men'’sDoubles: Tom Smith/Jan Buenner vs. Michael Kolba/Vladimir Zbodakm, 6:1 6:2

Mixed Doubles: Atsumi & Mike Kolbavs. Karin Jacobson/J.B. Jones, 8:3

Men’s Consolation: Atul Gokhdevs. J.B. Jones, 8:0

All winners and runner-ups received trophies. Perfect weather conditions and a great crowd
on that weekend contributed to participants and fans having an excellent time.

But the fun doesn’t stop here. Currently under way are the playoffs of RITA’sranking 3(/5-
tem, the“ladder.” Summer qualifers now play to determine best playersin three different skill
groups. One round per week is being played, with the finals today (Saturday, Oct. 10) at 3:00

p.m.

Therewill be an exhibition “best of the best” match: Thewinner of the Men's Singles Club
Championships against thewinner of the Ladder Playoffs. That match will be played Sunday at
3:00

Finally, RITA will sponsor afinal season event, adoubles tournament Saturday, Oct. 24, on
the last day of daylight savingstime. It will start at 12 noon. Weather permitting, it will be
followed by somefuntennismatches. Playerscan bring their owntennispartners, or pick onein
arandom drawing. Thisevent isopen to men and women. It isalso open to advanced players
who don’t haveacurrent permit for the courts, and who want to find out whether tennismight be
agport for them on Roosevelt Idand next yesr.

Roosevelt Idand’ s outdoor courtswill remain open through thefall and winter. For informa-
tion about outdoor tennis, call Jan Buenner at 469-3107, or Michael Kolba at 980-3811.

Police Seek Help With ID

Police at the 114th Squad, Queens, arelooking for help in identifying the deceased male
whose body was recovered Monday night from the East Channel of the East River off
Roosevelt Island. He is described as 511", 155 pounds, in his late 40’'s or early 50's,
having black/gray hair (mostly gray), with extensive skin-grafting scarson hisleft arm. He
was wearing blue jeans over light blue slacks, a dark blue zippered sweatshirt-jacket, a
black “Champion” T-shirt, and maroon and white socks. If you have any information that
might assist Police with the case, call Det. Bob Henning at the 114th Pct., 718-626-9334.

Places are still available!

Roosevelt Jsland
Day Nursery

Part-time and full-time programs
for children ages 3, 4, 5 years

545 MAIN STREET 593-0750
FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE

Let Us Do Your Laundry
Daily Pickup and Delivery

Expertly Washed, Dried and Folded
Includes detergent, bleach, and softener
Special requests accommodated

BOB’S BUBBLES LAUNDROMAT

12-08 36th Ave. * 4 blocks from bridge » 718 937-8796

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Chinese Health Delicious Food Order To Take Out ZS*
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

& TEL.: (212) 588-0806 / 0663 2]

FAST Open 7 Days A Week
Free delivery  Sun-Thur, 11Tam.-11 p.m.
(Min. $6)  Fri & Sat, 11 a.m.-12 midnite

e e

Katherine Teets Gimm MD

Board CertifiedPedaricanad Aleg st

501 Min Sreet » Roosevet Islad « 753-5505

Gfice Hurs
Monday & Thursday « 9am - 12 noon
Tuesday » 1230 p.m - 430 p.m
Wednesday & Fricay * 20 p.m - 530 p.m

Cove age provided a dl tines, wen dficeis dosed,
by . Gimmor by her group, Wtown Pedarics.
We provi de conprehensi ve health care to chil dren and adol escents.
D.Ginmisdsoquifiedtoevauate and treat alergy and asthna in adults.

Classified

/51-8214

GUITAR INSTRUCTION — Enrich your life with music. All ages & levels
welcome. Study in your home or at my studio on RI. Call for a demonstration:
308-6182

MORNING LIFEGUARD needed on Roosevelt Island. Please call 308-
7271.

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME — Home-based business opportunity P/T, F/T,
for Entrepreneurs, Medical & Business Professionals interested in increasing
their income. Company is well-known, multi-million dollar, NASDAQ
Preventative Health-Care. Call Island resident 1-800-281-5424 for 24-hour
Recorded Message.

SITTER NEEDED for adorable 6-year-old girl in Astoria. Older teenager
preferable. Will pay for car service. 909-6368.

SHAPE UP! Whether you've just gained a few pounds on summer vacation
or are chronically “weight-challenged,” the perfect opportunity to do
something about it is coming to Roosevelt Island. Weight-Watchers will
sponsor a 10-week program on Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 (location to be
announced), if 18 or more residents register. So encourage your friends
and yourself to make what could be a life-changing call to Marilyn Engstler
at 838-4747 for more information.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration
for dance and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE - Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island. Snacks, play, homework supervision. Evenings, weekend sitting
also. Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on Rl. My home or yours. References provided.
Eugenie (212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY - Island resident Diana Brill.  Gift
certificate available. (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214

CLOSET SPECIALIST — Designs, Accessories, Installations. Double your
closet space. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214
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MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

OPEN TO ALL
WOW!!!I ONLY $25
TO OPEN A SAVINGS ACCOUNT

Earn 4.00% [APY 4.06%] on any balance
over $25, minimum

FREE CHECKING

NO Per Check Charge * NO Monthly Service Charge
NO Minimum Balance Required ¢ First 50 Checks FREE

BONUS

Earn 2.00% [APY 2.02%] on balances over $500

SHARE CERTIFICATES (CD’s) & INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS (IRAs)

1Year=5.75% 2 Years =5.85% 3 Years =6.00%
o+ YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA ¢ ¢
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

* ATM Cards

* Money Orders

» Cashier Checks
* Certified Checks

* MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
* New & Used Vehicle Loans

» Secured and Personal Loans

* Long Distance Toll-Free Number

* Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction

» Residential Mortgages

* FREE Notary Service (for members)
* Custodial Accounts

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY « 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ¢ Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.
363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http://www.montauk-cu.com

BRACES
AREN T FOREVER,
SM LES ARE!

We df er free or thodonti c consul tati ons to chl-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosewdt
Island
Rease cadl for an appoi nt nent.

Dr. Gerald Saeder and staff

200 W. 5th Sreet 501 Min Sreet
212 757-2285 212 752-8722

Whiten Your Teeth
Brighten Your Smile
Home Bleaching isfor You
Call us!!!

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults
Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC

501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island
752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
**Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment**

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

BUDGET ORIENTED
TIME-SAVING

Arntue
Uphol stery, 9ipcovers
Vil | paper & Fabric
Garpet & Area Rugs
Al Wndow Treat nent s
Aoor & Terrace Tiles
Lighting
QGrpentry
Ki t chen Renovation
Rint & Faux A ni shes
Al Accessories
d oset [esign

Hlen Levy

Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

/751-8214

FAST,
EFFICIENT
s, R o5 ‘&e/ :
Sian
Cleaners
New Sate of the At
Dry d eani ng Machi ne
To Serve You Better
758- 1778 Your Nei ghbor hood d eaners

Ve Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Min Sreet

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

J & M SHOE REPAIR




