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Town Meeting Monday
Assemblymember Grannis to Discuss
Legislation for Island Self-Governance

Should residents have a voice in
the governance of Roosevelt Is-
land?

Or not?
Assemblymember Pete Grannis

will answer questions about the pros-
pects for Roosevelt Island self-gov-
ernance at a Town Meeting Monday
night (October 26) at 8:00 at the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  The
session will consider his proposed
legislation, which would turn Island
management over to a governing
board of resi-
dents elected Is-
land-wide.  That
board, in turn,
would have the
power to hire a
p ro fes s iona l
c o m m u n i t y
manager.

The new en-
tity would be
called the
Roosevelt Is-
land Community, and it would re-
place the Roosevelt Island Operat-
ing Corporation (RIOC), which
would disappear.

The Island’s Drive for Democ-
racy movement is staging the Town
Meeting as part of an effort to in-
form residents fully before the No-
vember 3 election, when sentiment
for the proposed change will be
gauged through a question on the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation (RIRA) ballot.

The ballot question reads, Shall
the present governance of Roosevelt
Island, consisting of political ap-
pointees, be replaced by a popularly-
elected Board of Residents empow-
ered to hire professional manage-
ment, as proposed in legislation in-
troduced in the New York State Leg-
islature by Assemblymember Pete

Grannis?  In addition to casting votes
on that question, residents will elect
the President and Vice-President of
RIRA, as well as members of the
Common Council representing the
Island’s residential buildings.  (See
separate story, this page).

As written, the Grannis legislation
provides for a board of five residents,
but that number and other elements
of the bill could change in commit-
tee as the bill’s specifics become the
subject of political bargaining.

Actually, all concerned concede
the Grannis legislation faces diffi-
culty in Albany.  The course is
largely uncharted, since there has
been no previous effort to bring
about self-government for the Is-
land.  Monday night’s Town Meet-
ing is also expected to consider
ways residents can work together
to increase its chances.

“For this change to have a real
chance, Island residents have to
want it,” said David Bauer, leader
of the Maple Tree Group (MTG),
an ad hoc assemblage of volunteers
that started meeting 16 months ago
after the Independence Day protest.
Bauer, a Rivercross resident, is a
retired City Manager.

The MTG considered the state of
the Island, Bauer told The WIRE,
and concluded that real progress to-

ward a resident role in management
would require a change in the law,
creating a new entity.  The present
RIOC administration, under Dr.
Jerome Blue, has refused to recog-
nize the Residents Association as
duly-elected representatives of Is-
land residents.

It became clear, says Bauer, that
“the Island administration has grown
increasingly autocratic and high-
handed.  The present Island admin-
istration may be somewhat worse in

providing the
public services
needed by resi-
dents, but all the
State appointees
over the years
have had prob-
lems with the
idea of being
public servants
for all the people
of the Island.

“The present
administration in Albany seems to
want the Island to stand on its own
two feet.  This legislation will bring
that about.”  Bauer suggested that
the Republican administration in
Albany, presuming it survives the
election, should favor the Grannis
legislation, because it fits the Re-
publican philosophy of returning
government to local citizens.
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Kuni Noubissi pauses in his play for some help from Mom with an errant
shoestring.  He was one of many taking advantage of last weekend’s
mild weather.  Kuni, who is 15 months old, spent the time establishing a
personal relationship with his soccer ball.  More of his antics on page 6.

Candidates Night Tuesday

by Mary Camper-Titsingh
and Mickey Karpeles Bauer

It is hard to believe she is 82 years old.  Oak Soon
Hong, whose first name means Jade in the Korean
language, is as perky, wrinkle-free and vigorous as
most women half her age.  She is a channel for inter-
communication between the more than one hundred
Korean families and the broader community living
on Roosevelt Island.  She’s a participant as well as a
leader, active at community meetings.

“I’m so happy to be a useful person,” she says with
twinkling eyes.  A resident here since 1994, she trans-
lates notices and bulletins into the Korean language,
acts as an interpreter when needed, makes arrange-
ments for transportation, doctor and hospital visits
for Korean seniors, and tries to smooth misunder-
standings caused by cultural differences.  Her calen-
dar is filled with volunteer activities on the Island.

It seems she has been “a useful person” all of her
long life.  Born in 1916 in Kaeson, North Korea, just
across the 38th parallel border established after the
Korean War of 1950-53, she was educated in Ameri-

Islanders

Koreans’ Bridge Between Cultures: Oak Soon Hong
can missionary schools from kindergarten through
high school.  She earned a B.A. degree in social work
and was awarded a Master’s degree in Nursing at
Kyung Hee University in Seoul.  In 1967, she became
the Dean of the school’s College of Nursing.

She was the first Korean woman to win a scholar-
ship to an Australian post-graduate school of nurs-
ing.  During two years in Melbourne, Australia, she
perfected the English she had first learned in her high
school in Korea.  There, also, a course in infant wel-
fare sparked her life-long interest in the plight of or-
phan children.

She and her husband had five children of their own,
but the problems of Eurasian children born of unions
between Korean women and soldiers of the United
Nations peacekeeping force stationed in South Ko-
rea after the end of the Korean War concerned her
deeply.  Those children and their mothers were desti-
tute and outcasts in their society.

Some American soldiers had taken a few of the chil-
dren to the US as houseboys and servants and a few

See Hong, page 6

President
Patrick Stewart i

First Vice-President
Joan Christianson
Frank Farance
Ronald Schuppert i

Common Council
2 River Road (1)

Kathie Niederhoffer
4 River Road (1)

(No candidates filed)
10-40 River Road (8)

Jeremy Burns
Sherie Helstien i
Matthew Katz i
Tom Shaker
Harry Small i

546 Main Street (2)
Joan Matula i
Mary Lou Risley

Eastwood (8)
Gwen Almo-Duvar i
Joan Christianson i
Vicki Feinmel i
Byron Gaspard i
Walter Hill i
James Kaufman i

Island House (4)
Judith Berdy  i
Joan Brooks  i
Graham Cannon
Frank Farance i

Rivercross (3)
Malcolm Cohen i
Linda Heimer
Jeff Hochman  i
Ron Schuppert
Al Weinstein  i

Westview (3)
Ken Diebner
Zakieh Wazani  i

Patrick Stewart is so far unopposed in his
bid for a second term as President of the Resi-
dents Association (RIRA), but a three-way
race has developed for the Vice-Presidency.
In the list at left, i indicates incumbent, and
buildings are listed with their allowed num-
ber of Common Council delegates.

Additional candidates for Common Coun-
cil are expected to file before the Tuesday
midnight deadline.  Information is available
at 308-0479.

Candidates will make their cases at RIRA’s
traditional Candidates Night Tuesday (Octo-
ber 27) at 7:30 at Good Shepherd Chapel.

How to vote in the RIRA election
Voting is open to all Island residents over 18, regardless of

citizenship or voting registration.  Poll workers will have build-
ing rosters, but if you have reason to believe you may not be listed,
you may demonstrate residency by bringing a bill or other docu-
ment addressed to you at your Roosevelt Island address.

Poll hours are 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at PS/IS 217 on Tuesday.
The polling place and hours are the same as for the general elec-
tion.

Public Safety Seeks
Halloween Helpers

Working toward a safe Hallow-
een, Public Safety is signing up
volunteers for stints of one or two
hours accompanying officers.
Forms are available at the Public
Safety office, and are due by Mon-
day (October 26).
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

What About Us?
Among the multitudinous campaign messages flashed be-

fore us in what seems a lifetime already, there is one repeated

endlessly for Governor George Pataki in which he reminds us

how many acres of New York State have been set aside for use

by us and future generations.  And the best is yet to come, he

says.

My plea to the Governor is that he doesn’t take any of our

parkland away, as present plans call for, to add it somewhere

else.  What if Octagon Park were to suddenly appear in the

totals for Nassau County or Southpoint added to those listed

in Albany?  Not the best for us, Governor.

Never Too Late
During the past week or so, a number of people have com-

mented favorably on my mention of Sammy and Lillian

Rodriguez in the last issue.  At the same time, several asked

why I hadn’t reminded everyone that this is Hispanic Heritage

Month.

Frankly, I forgot, despite a note to myself to include it in

the item, prompted by TV coverage.  Fortunately, it isn’t too

late.  Unfortunately, the Hispanics on Roosevelt Island, in re-

cent years, have not been able to organize themselves, as they

once were, and to make their feelings known to the adminis-

tration and elected politicians.

It’s a Treat
Trust Marilyn Engstler to once again come up with a full

day of Halloween activities for children of all ages.  Our Direc-

tor of Community Relations has scheduled events beginning at

11 a.m. and concluding at 11 p.m., under sponsorship of all of

the housing companies here. I have it from a secret source that

Marilyn’s costume for the whole day will be that of a harried

heroine.

Call 718-468-3994
In recent days, I have heard several people complain that

while those involved in RIRA, RIOC, RICO, etc.,

spend days, weeks, months, even years argu-

ing, some just to hear themselves speak, there

is a far more serious issue facing the Island

that seems to be ignored.  And it is growing

daily, they claim.  Drugs.

They cite seeing youths openly using or

buying, even selling, at all hours, day and

night.  They claim to know the cars driven

by the bigger suppliers and often where they

park, allegedly for many hours on Main Street,

in some cases.

Asked why they don’t report their observations to Public Safety

or police from the 114th Precinct, they say they don’t trust either

unit.  The reason:  They believe that some of those officers know

about the drug trafficking here and don’t do anything about it, so

they don’t know whom to confide in these days.

Here is a number that should be safe, I am told, and there

should be action taken to follow up your report.  It is

718-468-3994718-468-3994718-468-3994718-468-3994718-468-3994.

Hello.  My name is Dr. Jerome Blue.
Welcome to the Roosevelt Island Tramway.
Every day in every way,
Roosevelt Island is better than ever.
Please look around and notice how everything
we do meets the same high standard.

TOWN MEETING

Pete Grannis

Monday  8 pm

It’s all about positioning.
Shall the present governance of

Roosevelt Island, consisting of po-
litical appointees, be replaced by
a popularly-elected Board of Resi-
dents empowered to hire profes-
sional management, as proposed in
legislation introduced in the New
York State Legislature by
Assemblymember Pete Grannis?

It’s all about positioning.
Roosevelt Island’s Drive for De-

mocracy movement knows the leg-
islation Pete Grannis has proposed
will  be subject to the political pro-
cess: horse-trading, compromise,
lobbying, arm-twisting, and more.

That’s why the question that will
appear on the RIRA ballot Novem-
ber 3 is general – an effort to as-
sess sentiment among residents for

a change from present Island man-
agement to a democratized system
in which Island residents elect a
governing board of Island resi-
dents empowered to hire profes-
sional community management.

The present system is pure pa-
tronage politics:  A political patron
selects a non-resident crony to run
this place, and appoints a rubber-
stamp Board that will sit still for

whatever on-the-job trial-and-error
training the appointee needs.
That’s called RIOC, the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation, a
“public benefit corporation” of
New York State.

The replacement Roosevelt Is-
land Community will also be a
State public benefit corporation,
still a creation of the State, and
the Island still a State responsi-
bility.

If the Grannis legislation
passes as written, here’s what
will change:

• The governing Board will be
composed of Island residents.

• That Board’s members will
be elected by Island residents.

• That Board will hire profes-
sional management.

• The community will gain a
voice willing to ask the State, and
capable of making the case in a
demand on the State, for the
funds that are needed to get
Roosevelt Island back on track.

And everything else will be the
same:  RIOC’s assets and revenue
streams pass to the new entity, and
the State will still bear primary re-
sponsibility for the Island.  (The
present RIOC administration not
only refuses to ask for State funds
– it won’t even take what’s offered.)

But it’s all about positioning:
If the vote a week from Tuesday is
strongly in favor of participatory
democracy, it calls attention to the

fact that we don’t have democratic
participation now, and to the fact
that we are ruled by Albany appoin-
tees who don’t even live here.  And
it is part of a swell of support that
will be needed to position the Drive
for Democracy for the coming

horse-trading, lobbying, compro-
mise, and arm-twisting.

It’s simple:  It has to mean some-
thing to us before it will mean
something to the legislature.

It’s simple:  Whatever we get, by
virtue of positioning and pushing,
is bound to be better than what we
have now.

It’s simple:  Look around.  If you
like the decay and deterioration you
see and sense, forget to vote No-
vember 3, or vote no to endorse the
present state of affairs.  If you want
Island leaders to be positioned to
demand something better, vote
yes.

In the meantime, come to the
Town Meeting Monday night at the
Chapel.  If you have no questions,
come anyway to learn what you can
do to help position Roosevelt Is-
land for a better future.

DL

To the Editor:
Facts first about an incident that

might change my outlook on life on
Roosevelt Island.

On Sunday October 18, around
4:00 p.m., I decided to ride my older
son’s bicycle a few times around our
Island.  A few weeks be-
fore, on Yom Kippur,
my husband had done
the same thing on foot
and noticed that the gate
that has kept the south-
ern tip of the Island for-
bidden to Islanders, ex-
cept on the Fourth of
July, was wide open
with no sign of any human in the vi-
cinity.  He had come back enchanted
by his lonely foray into that barren
place with the magnificent ruins of
the old hospital and the breathtaking
view of  the Big Apple.  He suggested

Editor’s Note:  This letter was received too close
to deadline to ask Public Safety for a response.  A
response will be requested and will be published
next issue if provided.  However, the last time
Public Safety was asked for information on an in-
cident, the response came from Jerome Blue,
President of RIOC.  It provided no information.

that I should do the same, reminding
me that this part of the Island is also
the property of the City and the State
of New York, by that meaning that
as taxpayers we should be entitled to
visit it as we are entitled to visit the
rest of the Island.

I did not go that day, but did this
past Sunday.

The gate was open as I arrived be-
fore the sun started to descend on the
silhouette of the most striking sky-
scrapers of Manhattan.  I rode past

the ruins, and as I arrived at the
pointed tip I noticed a female silhou-
ette further down, and a male tower-
ing above her.  As I looked closer I
saw that the male was a Public Safety
officer (I learned subsequently from
his signature on the summonses he

filled out and confirmed
by a female security co-
worker the next day that
this was Officer Mays),
and the female an En-
glish tourist holding a
map of the Island.  He
was adamantly asking
for her papers.  He saw
me and called to me.

Smiling, I got off my bike and right
away he barked at me, demanding my
identification.  I told him that as an
Island resident for 15 years I was not
carrying identification with me since

See Letters, page 3



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Oct. 24, 1998 • 3

At the Senior Center
Every week

Mondays
9:30 Stay Well (exercise)

Tuesdays
10-11 Blood Pressure Screening
1:30 Bingo

Wednesdays
9:30 Stay Well (Stretch)
10:00 English as 2nd Language (Beg)
11:00 English as 2nd (Intermediate)
1:30   Lotto (Games)

Thursdays
10:00 Tai Chi
12:30 Movie

Fridays
10:00 Billiards/Pool Table Open
10:00 English as Second Language
12:30 Blood Pressure Screening

Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games

Special Events
Fri., Oct. 30, 12:30, Oldies Movie, Sweet

Charity
Sat., Oct. 31, 8:00 p.m., Halloween

Party, members $2, non-members, $3
Fri., Nov. 6, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Free Flu

Shots, open to all residents except children.

compiled by Claire Friedland • phone/fax 317-8523
Saturdays, 11:00 a.m., Time-Warner Cable channel 34, Charlie’s House, produced by the Roosevelt Is-

land Youth Program.
Mon., Oct. 26, Town Meeting with Assemblymember Pete Grannis, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good

Shepherd.  Q&A on proposed legislation for local self-governance
of Roosevelt Island.

Mon., Oct. 26, 8:00 p.m., Open House, Toastmasters.  Informa-
tion:  751-9577.

Tue., Oct. 27, 7:30 p.m., RIRA Candidates Night. Candidates for
the Residents Association Presidency, Vice-Presidency, and Common
Council.

Sat., Oct. 31, 10:00-3:00, Fabulous Fall Fair ’98, Chapel of the
Good Shepherd, Community Room.

Sat., Oct. 31, 11:00 a.m., Halloween Parade, assem-
bling at Blackwell House, followed by Festivity Center at
11:30 in the basketball court at Tony Capobianco Field (un-
der the nearby ramp if it rains).

Sat., Oct. 31, 7:00 p.m. (to 11:00 p.m.), Masquerade
Ball, Manhattan Park Theatre Club.  Adults $5, Children
(must be accompanied by an adult), $3.

Sun., Nov. 1, 10:00 a.m., Roosevelt Island Art Asso-
ciation, live model.  For information:  421-5939.

Tue., Nov. 3, Election Day.  All Roosevelt Island resi-
dents over 18, including those not citizens of the United
States or New York, are eligible to vote in the election
for members of the Common Council of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association (RIRA), and on the ballot
question regarding self-government for Roosevelt Is-
land.  6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., PS/IS 217.

Wed., Nov. 4, 7:45 p.m., Photographic Society meet-
ing, Island House Community Room.

Wed., Nov. 4, 8:00 p.m., Roosevelt Island Residents
Association Common Council meeting, Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

Fri., Nov. 6 ,
Free Flu Shots,
Senior Center, 546
Main Street.  Open
to all residents ex-
cept children.

Fri.-Sat., Nov. 6-7, next scheduled issue of The Main
Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
Oct. 30; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., Nov. 2.
Future issues:  November  21; December 5, 19; January 9,
thereafter generally every two weeks.  Unscheduled extra
editions may be published as news and advertising support
warrant; advertisers who would like to be included in one

or more extra editions, without advance notice at the time, are invited to call 826-9055 to make their interest
known.  Plan now to include your business card in the November 21 Thanksgiving issue.  Phone/fax for
news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising inquiries, (212) 755-8214/755-2540; phone & fax
to list your Island organization’s event without charge, 317-8523 (provide call-back number for possible
follow-up).

Mon., Nov. 9, Toastmasters.  Visitors welcome.  Information:  751-9577.
Thur., Nov. 10, Weight Watchers, first meeting of a series of 10.  Lower Chapel, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  $130.

Information:  Marilyn Engstler, 838-4747.

Don’t be left out... Everybody will be in it...

Be part of The WIRE’s
Thanksgiving

Business Card Issue
Run your business card in

The WIRE’s special Thanksgiving issue
scheduled to be distributed to every Island apartment

Just $35 prepaid (3.5 x 2.0 inches)
Do it to advertise your service

Do it to advertise your business
Or do it just to support The WIRE

Just send your card and your check, payable to The WIRE, to:
The WIRE, 531 Main Street #1611, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Cards will run slightly reduced to 3.3w x 1.8h.  The word retired will be added, if you specify.
You may write additional information on your card, if appropriate to indicate the nature of your work.

Deadline:  Fri., Nov. 13 (publication date Nov. 21)
Send it in now while you’re thinking about it,

and show your support for The WIRE
If you prefer not to publish a business card but would like to support The WIRE, contribute $20 and have your
name on a list that will accompany the business cards.  Thank you for supporting The Main Street WIRE.

RIRA
President’s
Column

Patrick Stewart

There’s a wonderfully funny line that goes around most election years,
quoting an old Maine Yankee woman.  Someone had asked her for whom
she was voting in the upcoming statewide election, and she replied,  “Oh,
I never vote – it only encourages them.”

We laugh because we can so identify with her point of view, especially
in these days of the Starrgate media phenomena, broken up only by the
endlessly fatuous political commercials of an election year.  Even if,
unlike our friend in Maine, we don’t think that the politicians are fools,
they certainly give us every indication that they believe we are fools.

It’s so easy to be turned off by it all.  Whether it’s the result of disillu-
sionment or apathy, the out-
come is the same.  We wash
our hands of the whole
mess and let someone else
worry about it.

But the price of apathy
gets higher each year, as we
have reason to know on
Roosevelt Island.  It’s al-
most impossible to sustain
the level of commitment needed to prevent the politicians from getting
away with putting their private agendas before the community welfare.

Sometimes I think it’s all a very clever Public Relations campaign on
the part of the politicians – fill us with enough disgust for what is obvi-
ously such palpable nonsense and we’ll stay away from the voting booths,
and thereby turn the whole business over to the people with enough money
to win.  That way only the people who actually believe the ads will vote.
Whatever is actually going on with the American voter, the effect is the
same as if this fantasy were true.

Only 38% of qualified voters voted in the last Presidential election.
Six out of ten stayed home.  In the last
Gubernatorial election, only six people in
each polling place in New York State
voting the other way  would hae changed
the outcome of the election for Gover-
nor.  Only six people in each neighbor-
hood out of over five million votes cast
statewide!

We would all like to be voting with
enthusiasm for a candidate we truly be-
lieve in, but that isn’t always possible.
Sometimes it is only possible to vote
against someone, or to choose what we
believe to be the lesser of two evils.

On Roosevelt Island, the Common
Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association is the only body elected
solely to represent you in dealing with the
New York state agency that manages our community.  Every Roosevelt
Island resident over the age of 18 is allowed to vote in this election,
which is held at the same polling place, the Island school, in which
the statewide election is held.  You do not need to be a citizen of the
United States to cast your RIRA vote.  You do not need to be a reg-
istered voter in the state of New York. The people running for Council
seats are your neighbors, each from your individual buildings, who are
willing to give up a considerable amount of time and energy working for
the good of the community.

Over the centuries, thousands of people have fought and died for the
right to vote in free elections. From wars of independence, to the women’s
suffrage movement, to the struggle against apartheid, the right to vote
has been seen as a necessary part of freedom and equality. Before we
won universal suffrage, our lawmakers were chosen by royalty, the rich
and the church, or were appointed by the rulers of other states. If some-
one threatened to take the right to vote away from you, you most prob-
ably would be ready to go to war again.

If you don’t exercise that right, what good is having it?
Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote.

Fax or phone event information to
317-8523.  Please provide a phone
number for follow-up.  There is no
charge for listing Island events here.

Special note:Special note:Special note:Special note:Special note:

Free Flu Shots
November 6
(see listing below)

Letters  from page 2

I was out for a Sunday jaunt on my
bike.  He insisted, and I insisted in
turn that this was ridiculous.  Then
he said that I was trespassing, and that
he wanted my name so he could give
me a summons.  I politely but very
firmly refused to give my name and
my address without first speaking to
a real police officer or to my lawyer,
but still he insisted.  I told him that
the gate had been open for weeks.  I
asked him to let the young English
woman go, which he did, after some
resistance to the idea.  As I contin-
ued to refuse to give my name he
called a security car with three men
inside, and once they arrived he told
them that I was trespassing and re-
fusing to identify myself.  He was
very menacing, and I felt less and less
secure with regard to providing any
information whatsoever under the
circumstances, until I had spoken to
a real police officer.  They refused
to honor my request.  I asked them
for the last time to let me go, insist-
ing that the gate had been open for
weeks.  The security officer who had
first accosted me then became more
and more menacing and irate and af-
ter making eye contact with his su-
perior, Mr. Rios, he proceeded to
push me very forcibly by thrusting
his hands against my chest, squeez-
ing my arms very forcibly to the point

where I was feeling excruciating pain,
twisting my arms behind my back,
throwing me against the side of the
security car, and as I protested that
this was an absurd and unlawful way
to proceed, over my protestations he
handcuffed me with my hands
squeezed behind my back with ex-
tremely tight handcuffs that left
marks on both hands for at least a
day, which marks were witnessed by
my husband, two sons, and by my
lawyer the following day, as well as
by the Public Safety officers them-
selves, since after the event my hus-
band and I returned to the office to
allow the officers involved to see the
injury.  The perpetrators looked
blankly, smirked, and showed com-
plete and utter indifference.  While I
was being handcuffed by the first
officer, two of the three stood by and
smirked and smiled.  Mr. Rios looked
embarrassed but after having tacitly
given the order did nothing but stand
by observing with the others.  My
bicycle was stashed in the trunk of
their car and I was taken to the Secu-
rity office, handcuffed, and left in a
small room in the back, still hand-
cuffed, for interrogation by Mr. Rios.

I asked again to speak to a real
police officer from Queens or my
lawyer.  Both requests were again

See Letters, page 6
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1590 York Avenue • 301 East 76th Street
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387) • (212) 734-7051
$30 minimum • Free delivery Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

Triumph
End of Summer Sale

Regular Sale
3 oz Feline All Flavors 11.49 9.49

3 oz Kitten (less active) 11.49 9.99
6 oz Kitten (less active) 16.99 13.49

6 oz Dog All Flavors 16.99 13.49
14 oz Dog All Flavors 24.99 20.99

752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

Trellis is more than good food.

Trellis is more than a business.

Trellis is part of the Roosevelt Island

community in every important way.

A place to gather, to eat, to drink, and

to enjoy the company of Roosevelt

Island’s greatest asset, its people.

But we are most definitely about good food,

as well.  So come in and relax in good

company, with good food, at the center of

the great Roosevelt Island community.

FFFFFabulous, Fabulous, Fabulous, Fabulous, Fabulous, Fun,un,un,un,un,
FFFFFund-und-und-und-und-raising Fraising Fraising Fraising Fraising Fall Fall Fall Fall Fall FAIR!!!AIR!!!AIR!!!AIR!!!AIR!!!

DON�T MISDON�T MISDON�T MISDON�T MISDON�T MISS THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD�SS THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD�SS THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD�SS THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD�SS THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD�S

FFFFFABULOUS FABULOUS FABULOUS FABULOUS FABULOUS FALL FALL FALL FALL FALL FAIR �98AIR �98AIR �98AIR �98AIR �98

SSSSSAAAAATURDTURDTURDTURDTURDAAAAAYYYYY, OCTOBER 31, 10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM, OCTOBER 31, 10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM, OCTOBER 31, 10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM, OCTOBER 31, 10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM, OCTOBER 31, 10:00 AM TO 3:00 PM in the GOOD SHEPHERD

CHAPEL COMMUNITY ROOM - COME EXPLORE ALL YOU COULD ASK

FOR AND MORE!!!

� EARLY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

� DELICIOUS HOMEMADE FOOD

� HOT HOMEMADE SOUP FOR LUNCH

� SILENT AUCTION

� ITEMS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD

EVERY PENNY EARNED IN THIS ONE ANNUAL FUND-RAISING EVENT

SUPPORTS THE GOOD WORK OF GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH.

For more information about our worship services, the Island�s only

Sunday School and all other Church of the Good Shepherd programs,

call the Rev. Oliver Chapin at (212) 486-0529486-0529486-0529486-0529486-0529

� JEWELRY - BOOKS - CLOTHES

� KITCHEN/HOUSEHOLD TREASURES

� TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

� YOUTH PARTICIPATION
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DonDonDonDonDon�t vote the lesser of two evils�t vote the lesser of two evils�t vote the lesser of two evils�t vote the lesser of two evils�t vote the lesser of two evils

November 3rd.  WNovember 3rd.  WNovember 3rd.  WNovember 3rd.  WNovember 3rd.  With theith theith theith theith the

Democrats unable to mount aDemocrats unable to mount aDemocrats unable to mount aDemocrats unable to mount aDemocrats unable to mount a

credible challenge to Govercredible challenge to Govercredible challenge to Govercredible challenge to Govercredible challenge to Governornornornornor

PPPPPataki, invest your vote in makingataki, invest your vote in makingataki, invest your vote in makingataki, invest your vote in makingataki, invest your vote in making

a difference in the future.a difference in the future.a difference in the future.a difference in the future.a difference in the future.

�He is r�He is r�He is r�He is r�He is running for Goverunning for Goverunning for Goverunning for Goverunning for Governor onnor onnor onnor onnor on

the Green Pthe Green Pthe Green Pthe Green Pthe Green Party tickarty tickarty tickarty tickarty ticket, and thiset, and thiset, and thiset, and thiset, and this

becomes the only legitimatebecomes the only legitimatebecomes the only legitimatebecomes the only legitimatebecomes the only legitimate

political movement in New Ypolitical movement in New Ypolitical movement in New Ypolitical movement in New Ypolitical movement in New Yorkorkorkorkork

State at this time.�State at this time.�State at this time.�State at this time.�State at this time.�

-----Jimmy BreslinJimmy BreslinJimmy BreslinJimmy BreslinJimmy Breslin

Make Your Vote Count

Help the Greens

Become an Official

Party by Getting

50,000 Votes for

Governor

1-888-NY4-GREENSAl Lewis - GoverAl Lewis - GoverAl Lewis - GoverAl Lewis - GoverAl Lewis - Governornornornornor

Alice Green - Lt. GovAlice Green - Lt. GovAlice Green - Lt. GovAlice Green - Lt. GovAlice Green - Lt. Gov.....

Joel Kovel - U.S. SenateJoel Kovel - U.S. SenateJoel Kovel - U.S. SenateJoel Kovel - U.S. SenateJoel Kovel - U.S. Senate

Howie Hawkins - ComptrollerHowie Hawkins - ComptrollerHowie Hawkins - ComptrollerHowie Hawkins - ComptrollerHowie Hawkins - Comptroller

Johann Moore - AttyJohann Moore - AttyJohann Moore - AttyJohann Moore - AttyJohann Moore - Atty. Gen.. Gen.. Gen.. Gen.. Gen.

Green Party

ADD
PIX
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civilians came to Korea to adopt such children.  But
the growing prevalence of proxy adoptions and the
lack of supervision caused the Korean government to
ask Mrs. Hong to establish the Korean Child Place-
ment Service in 1954.  At that time, she was head of
the Nursing Affairs Bureau, where she had been suc-
cessful in improving nursing standards, pioneering
work that was recognized with the Florence Nightin-
gale Award by the International Red Cross.  Until
1961, hundreds of Eurasian children were adopted
through the Korean Child Place-
ment Service and many of their
mothers are still in contact with
Mrs. Hong, who can report that
their children’s lives are good in
America.

In 1971, unhappy with the South
Korean government, the Hong fam-
ily moved to Rochester, New York.
Three of their children were study-
ing in the US, and the other two
wanted to join them.  Her husband
was made an invalid by surgery that
went awry in 1973.  He died in
1988.

By 1975, all members of the
Hong family had become U.S. citi-
zens.  Mrs. Hong worked as a
teacher at the Mohawk Valley
Community College.  Her five chil-
dren are all professionals.  Two
have PhD degrees, and they have
provided her with five
gradchildren.

“In 1991 I visited Roosevelt Is-
land with a friend and I liked it
here,” she says, and she moved to 546 Main Street
when an apartment became available.  As soon as
she moved in, she began volunteering at St.
Vincent’s Hospital, but found that she could be even
more useful volunteering on Roosevelt Island.  “I

The Joy of Being 15 Months Old and a Soccer Star:  It’s all play, so the
distraction of a helicopter overhead is perfectly OK.  Even the grown-up soccer
players need occasional equipment checks, don’t they?  Kuni Noubissi paused
in his private game for his mother, Genevieve, to retie his shoe (photo on
page 1).  Last weekend’s sunshine and comfortable temperatures brought
dozens out to enjoy the Island and the antics of kids like Kuni.

Photos:  Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com

Ball + Sunshine = Fun
@ 15 months of age

ignored and denied.  When I began to speak of a lawsuit, Mr. Rios and Mr.
Mays obviously found this very funny and laughed, mentioning a double
summons and even the possibility of my going to jail.  I confronted Mr.
Rios, who was the most receptive of the four even if he had given the order,
and asked him if he would have liked his wife, mother or girlfriend to have
been treated as I had been treated and he admitted that No, of course he
would not have liked his wife, mother or girlfriend to have been so treated.
Because of the menacing and sadistic reference to jail, I very reluctantly
gave my home telephone number.  I say reluctantly, because after such abomi-
nable treatment I did not wish to offer any information to these men.  At that
point my handcuffs were removed.  My husband arrived after a considerable
interval and told me that he watched Mr. Mays fill out two summonses – one
for trespassing and one for disorderly conduct.  When my husband demanded
to know why I had been handcuffed, Mays blithely announced that it was for
my own safety and his.  At no point had I done anything but verbally and
politely contest their treatment of me, so the question of Mays’ self-protec-
tion seems completely absurd.  How could a man who is almost twice as tall
as I, and in addition having the support of three male colleagues, speak of
having to protect himself from me especially since all the physical abuse and
negligence stemmed from him?  At any rate, my husband entered the back
room to take me home and was told with a kind of absurd illogic and pitiful
effort at self-vindication and vindication of his fellow workers by Mr. Rios
that all this could have been avoided if I had given my name.  In other words,
because I did not give my name, Mays had the right to push me, twist my
arm, scratch me, and handcuff me forcibly and painfully and humiliate me.
For merely taking a Sunday ride I underwent such treatment while the per-
sons who burned one of Security’s cars and caused severe injuries among
three security officers have not yet been punished nor has any coherent state-
ment of the consequences of such a horrendous act been issued by the Op-
eration Corporation.  As Island residents we pay the salaries of these men
and have a right to be treated respectfully and to be kept informed of what-
ever real criminal acts are perpetrated against us and against them.  Instead
of being our friends and protectors, which is why security has been estab-
lished, we find ourselves constantly in an adversarial relationship with them.
This must change.

What I will never forget is the calm, unruffled, smirking indifference of
officer Mays with regard to his violent treatment of me; the total absence of
any remorse or attempt at apology.  This becomes even more conspicuous in
the face of the feeble admission by Mr. Rios, Mays’s superior who had
given the go-ahead for the treatment I received, that he would not permit
such acts to be perpetrated against a female member of his own family.  As
the sergeant in charge that night, Mr. Rios should have behaved completely
differently.  He stood by as an act of gratuitous and criminal violence was
perpetrated against me.  I hope no other Island resident has to endure such
treatment – and certainly never, never, for taking a mere, innocent Sunday
bike ride on a calm and beautiful Sunday afternoon – a bike ride on a piece
of land that is New York State parkland – which means that it is land that
belongs to all of us as citizens to enjoy.

A 15-Year Resident
Name Withheld by Request

Letters  from page 3 (starts on 2)

Hong from page 1

And they’re all over 70  Members of Roosevelt Island’s senior Korean community.  Back row, Chi H. Kim, K.
H. Ahn, M. Y. O, Jung Moon; front row, Mrs. Chi. H. Kim, Mrs. K. H. Ahn, and Oak Soon Hong.

became sort of a dormitory matron for Korean se-
niors here.” she says, modestly deprecating her con-
tribution.  As a member of the Board of Directors
of the Roosevelt Island Seniors Association, she tries
to “be a bridge with members of our community and
prevent the misunderstandings that often arise from
cultural differences.”

Mrs. Hong’s busy volunteer schedule does not al-
low much time for personal amusements, but she en-
joys visits with her five grandchildren and knitting and

crocheting.  Her specialty is tiny crocheted angels that
she dips into sugar water to stiffen them.  “If dipped in
starch,” she warns, “they will turn brown.”  They are
gifts to all of her friends and relatives, who hang them
as decorations on their Christmas trees each year.

In 1967, Oak Soon Hong was Dean of the College of Nursing of Kyung
Hee University, Seoul.

Project Seeks RI Cat-Lovers to
Assist Seniors With Their Pets

Island seniors who may be having trouble caring for their cats are the
beneficiaries of a new program called the Pets Project.  That program is
now seeking Island volunteers to service a growing client population
here.

Volunteers give as little as an hour a week to assist senior cat owners.
The program, sponsored by the Jewish Association of Services for the

Aged, pairs the volunteers with senior pet owners who need the help.
Services include litter box cleaning, brushing, and occasional transpor-
tation to a veterinarian.

Islanders willing to help are asked to call Helene Ebenstein at 273-5254.

Volunteer for The WIRE
The Main Street WIRE relies on many Island volunteers to fill
important jobs in the distribution process, and there’s a role for
you if you’re willing to help.  On Fridays, when The WIRE comes
off the press, we have a stuffing crew at work from about 9:00 a.m.
to about 2:45 p.m. (lunch is provided).  Later on Fridays (and early
Saturday), volunteers deliver the newspaper to every apartment
door on the Island, as well as to merchants, the hospitals, and
other locations.  It’s hard work, but an important service to the
community.  If you’d like to join this dedicated group, please call
935-6043, or 935-7534, or 826-9055.  (Leave your number if a
machine answers, and we’ll call you back.)
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FAST
Free delivery

(Min. $6)

Open 7 Days A Week
Sun-Thur, 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

Fri & Sat, 11 a.m.-12 midnite

GUITAR INSTRUCTION – Enrich your life with music.  All ages & levels
welcome.  Study in your home or at my studio on RI.  Call for a demonstration:
308-6182

EXPERIENCED PERSONAL CAREGIVER – Can work day or nights.
References provided.  Call Ruth 718-204-4853.

GUITAR LESSONS AT HOME – by professional teacher/player.  George
545-7899.

MORNING LIFEGUARD needed on Roosevelt Island.  Please call 308-
7271.

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME – Home-based business opportunity P/T, F/T,
for Entrepreneurs, Medical & Business Professionals interested in increasing
their income.  Company is well-known, multi-million dollar, NASDAQ
Preventative Health-Care.  Call Island resident 1-800-281-5424 for 24-hour
Recorded Message.

SITTER NEEDED for adorable 6-year-old girl in Astoria.  Older teenager
preferable.  Will pay for car service.  909-6368.

SHAPE UP!  Whether you’ve just gained a few pounds on summer vacation
or are chronically “weight-challenged,” the perfect opportunity to do
something about it is coming to Roosevelt Island.  Weight-Watchers will
sponsor a 10-week program on Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 (location to be
announced), if 18 or more residents register.  So encourage your friends
and yourself to make what could be a life-changing call to Marilyn Engstler
at 838-4747 for more information.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration
for dance  and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island.  Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend sitting
also.  Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on RI.  My home or yours.  References provided.
Eugenie (212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift
certificate available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

CLOSET SPECIALIST – Designs, Accessories, Installations.  Double your
closet  space.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214

Classified
751-8214

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm, M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D.....
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice Hoursssss
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
W ednesday & Friday • 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

W e provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

The WIRE’s sports reporter position is open.

If you’re interested in handling this valuable volunteer
contribution to the Roosevelt Island community, or would like
to propose a candidate, please call 826-9055.
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MONTAUK CREDIT UNION
OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN TTTTTO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALLO ALL

• ATM Cards
• Money Orders
• Cashier Checks
• Certified Checks

• MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
• New & Used Vehicle Loans
• Secured and Personal Loans
• Long Distance Toll-Free Number

• Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction
• Residential Mortgages
• FREE Notary Service (for members)
• Custodial Accounts

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace Tiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux Finishes

All AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll Accessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented

Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen Levy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator
531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

B R AB R AB R AB R AB R ACESCESCESCESCES
AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!

WWWWW e offe offe offe offe offer free orer free orer free orer free orer free orthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to chil-hil-hil-hil-hil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Rooseveltveltveltveltvelt

Island.Island.Island.Island.Island.
Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call for an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

DrDrDrDrDr..... Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff
200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW ..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street
212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285

501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street
212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7

**Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment**

Whiten Your Teeth
Brighten Your Smile

Home Bleaching is for You
Call us!!!

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY • 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. • Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.

363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http://www.montauk-cu.com

WOW!!!  ONLY $25
TO OPEN A SAVINGS ACCOUNT

Earn 4.00% [APY 4.06%] on any balance
over $25, minimum

FREE CHECKING
NO Per Check Charge • NO Monthly Service Charge

NO Minimum Balance Required • First 50 Checks FREE

BONUS
Earn 2.00% [APY 2.02%] on balances over $500

SHARE CERTIFICATES (CD’s) & INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS (IRAs)
1 Year = 5.75%     2 Years = 5.85%     3 Years = 6.00%

• • • YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA • • •
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)


