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RIOC Board Moving Southtown Plan Revealed
To Curb Jerry Blue |

News Analysis by Dick Lutz

The Board of Directors of the
Roosevelt I sland Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) appearsto be assum-
ing a stronger and more direct role
in management of Roosevelt Island.

Perhaps responding to the wake-
up call of aresident vote Novem-
ber 3, the Board took two key ac-
tionsat itsmeeting last week torein
in Dr. Jerome Blue, the President
of the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation (RIOC):

In the “old days” — in this case the
1960s for Roosevelt Island — there
was no Tram, no subway, no bridge

to Queens. Traffic to and from
Welfare Island, as it was then
known, was via this elevator
building connected to the
Queensboro Bridge. This photo
and others are part of an Historical
Society exhibit, Portrait of a
Changing Island: 19th to 21st
Century Maps of Roosevelt Island,
which will be previewed Sunday
(November 22), 1:00-4:00 p.m., at
the Cultural Center (548 Main
Street) as part of a Blackwell family
reunion. Story, page 8.

* Residents Association President
Patrick Stewart and Susan
Whitaker, Chair of the Roosevelt
Island Council of Organizations
(RICO), will jointhe RIOC Board
of Directors. They were nominated
to the RIOC Board in February —
over nine months ago — by New
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, but
their names have not yet been sent
to the State Senate by Governor
George Pataki. While this means
they will be non-voting observers,
it puts both in a position to be the
community’s watchdogs in RIOC
affairs. RIOC Board Chair Joe
Lynchtook the step over Blue' sob-
jections.

e Lynch also announced two
RIOC committees to consist of
members of the community and
RIOC Board members. That spe-
cifically excludes Blue, who also
objected to this action in private.
Lynch asked that members of the
community interested in serving on
these committees provide him with
a letter describing their qualifica-
tions and interest.

Other handwriting on Blue's of -
ficewall: A month agoinaminor
power struggle of sorts, Lynch
rolled over Blue objectionsto fund-
ing voting machines for the RIRA
election by lining up the necessary
Board votes when Blue tried re-
peatedly to raise impediments to
providing the money. It was that
power struggle, infact, that moved
the RIOC Board from nearly pas-
sive observers of Blue's manage-
ment at RIOC to acting on anewly-
realized belief that the style and
substance of his management bears
closer observation.

The two new Board committees
are in Planning and in Capital In-
vestment, two missionsthat center
onthevery areas Blue hastaken as
his primary focus on Roosevelt | s-
land — devel opment.

Just styrofoam for now.
buildings proposed for Southtown by the architectural firm of Davis Brody Bond. It calls for nine structures
ranging from three towers with a maximum height of 28 stories to six stepped designs with segments 8 to 16
floors in height. A review of the plan by Jeff Hochman appears on page 7, along with site diagrams and an
additional photo of the model.

About three dozen Roosevelt |sland residents heard
plansfor Southtown described last week in a Tuesday
night session with the architects hired by The Related
Companies. (Review of the plan, page7.)

Chief architect Max Bond of DavisBrody Bond de-
scribed the planning thusfar as* conceptual ,” saying,
“Wewill listen to your comments, and then try to re-
fine these plans based on your comments.” He then
described a favored plan that would eventually see

This model shows, from a Manhattan viewpoint, the form and placement of

nine buildings on the Southtown site, which covers
19.3 acres between the Tramway and the Main Street
split south of Rivercross.

Residents at the meeting rai sed questions about con-
struction traffic, the housing “mix,” community ser-
vice space, commercial space.

There were no announcements about funding or
other progresstoward astart of construction. A phase
one plan consisting of two buildings was discussed.

Al Weinstein

1913-1998

Roosevelt Island’ s Grand
Gentleman of the Tramway died
late Thursday. Pages?2 and 3.

Rivercross won't be privatized
anytime soon. That’s the word
from the cooperative’'s Board of
Directors, disseminated inamemo
last week.

Two years ago, after a vote to
work up aplan to take the building
out of the State’s Mitchell-Lama
program, residents working on the
project had hoped that afinal share-
holder vote on the matter would be
imminent by now.

Privately, Rivercross proponents
of privatization lay the blame for
the snafu at the feet of Dr. Jerome

Islanders

Ron Roth Is Tevye in MST’s Fiddler on the Roof

by Kevin Gates

Nancy Howe, Director of The Main Street
Theatre and Dance Alliance, peers over her
glasses and says, “ Y ou can’t even consider do-
ing a show like Fiddler on the Roof unless you
have areally strong Tevye, so before we com-
mitted to doing this show, | called Ron Roth to
seeif hewould beinterested in playing Tevye.”
The answer was aresounding “yes.”

Ron Roth, a22-year resident of Roosevelt | s-
land, wasbornin New Y ork City and studied at
the American Academy of Dramatic Arts. His
interest in performing began at an early age. He
says, simply, “Asakid, | wanted to be the cen-
ter of attention.” Asthe man matured, however,
so did the mativation. Acting, he says, “isthe
ultimate time machine. For that brief moment,
you can be anyone, anywhere, and you can take
theaudiencewithyou. For that moment, you're
timeless.” What keeps Ron going, though, is
that acting is never a completed process. “Ev-
ery day, you learn something new. Where else
can you do that?’

The path that led Ron to acting has become a
familiar one, followed by such talents as Robin
Williams, Eddie Murphy and Billy Crystal.
About twenty years ago, Ron began doing stand-
up comedy. “It wasthe quickest way to thefoot-
lights,” Ronsays. “Youwalk in, gotothe stage,
and for fifteen minutes, the show is all yours.”

Ron was even recruited by the government of
Finland to teach a stand-up comedy workshop.
“Thesuiciderateisreally high there, so | guess
the government thought that the peopl e needed
more humor.” Although it was an interesting
experience, Ron is skeptical about the success
of the project. “They
were pretty funny, but
most of their gagswere
about suicide.”

Along theway, Ron
hasstayed busy and his
list of credits keeps
growing. Among nu-
merous stage credits,
Ron has appeared in
regional theater (The
Miracle Worker, Plaza
Suite, Wait Until Dark,
The Crucible), and has
appeared ontelevision
programs such as
America’s Most
Wanted and A Current
Affair. In addition,
Ron hasturnedinwell-
reviewed perfor-
mancesin several fea-
ture films, such as
Bonfire of the Vani-

ties, Green Card, and The Super. Fiddler will
mark his fourth appearance on the Main Street
Theater stage.

Of all the roles Ron has played, though, he
saysthat therole of Tevye may bethe most sat-
isfying. “Tevye has everything — comedy,
drama, pathos—ev-
erything.” Itisalso
oneof thefew roles
that is at once a
leading man and a
“character.” As
Ron says, Tevyeis
“thekind of rolean
actor dreams of.”

An acting teacher
oncetold Ronthat it
takes 20 yearsto be-
come an actor.
Since then Ron has
spent over 20 years
honing his skills in
thecomedicand dra-
matic arts. Tevyeis
arolethat Roniside-
aly suited to play.
Asthetailor in Fid-
dier would say, “Itis
a match made to
measure.”

Rivercross Privatization
Runs Into a Snag: RIOC

Blue, President of the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation.
Blue had told the Rivercross Board
of Directors he would support the
building’ s privatization planin ex-
change for apayment, to RIOC, of
$250,000 a year. The Rivercross
Board agreed to the condition, only
to discover that Blue didn't have
the authority to make that deal.

As the memo to residents put it,
“the privatization process...
reached an impasse primarily due
to the disagreement among state
agencies as to the legal right of
RIOC to carry out the letter of in-
tent signed this past February. That
agreement, which provided for the
extension of our ground lease, was
predicated on RIOC's being able
to receive an additional $250,000
annually from Rivercross as tax
equivalent payments.

“At arecent interagency meeting
it was decided that only UDC [the
Urban Development Corporation]...
has the right to receive tax equiva
lent payments. Thisdecisionrenders
our agreement with RIOC invalid,
and UDC has been unwilling to con-
sider a comparable arrangement.
Without that arrangement, thereisa
greater risk of substantialy higher
taxes being imposed on Rivercross
following privatization.”

The Board memo goesonto state
that its own mandate, approved by
residents, to come up with a plan
that would require no more than a
ten percent increase in mainte-
nance, cannot be satisfied under
current conditions — no agreement
tolimit tax liability, and no ground
lease extension to 2027.

“While it seems unlikely that
Rivercrosswill be privatized within
theforeseeablefuture, we continue
to actively explore possible solu-
tions,” saysthe memo.

A shareholders’ meeting has
been set for December 1 to allow
residentsto learn more.
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A Thanksgiving Appeal

While I don’t often use this column to make a full-length
appeal for funds for local groups, this is one that I hope you
will permit me. This seems quite in keeping with the Thanks-
giving issue of The WIRE.

For the past 16 years, the Roosevelt Island Men’s Shelter
has provided a temporary haven for some of New York City’s
less fortunate. Now, the Shelter is facing a crisis itself and is
calling on all of us to respond.

Budget Cuts

Due to recent budget cuts, the Shelter is
having trouble meeting operating costs that
may affect its future. The dedicated locals,
several of whom have been volunteering
with the Men’s Shelter since its beginning,
have issued a joint appeal for help from the
Island.

Twice a week for eight months, six men
are provided with a warm bed, a home-
cooked dinner, a breakfast and a take-out
lunch for the next day. The men are screened
and referred here by the New York City Partnership for the
Homeless.

The volunteers, who operate the Shelter in teams, prepare
meals in their own homes, as there are no cooking facilities at
the site. They also serve the food and sleep overnight at the
Shelter.

Slim Fare

The Partnership for the Homeless provides a budget of $25
a week — it was $36 last year — to cover the cost of 12 dinners,
12 breakfasts, 24 sandwiches and beverages (fresh juices, etc.).
Not much to nourish six men adequately for two days.

Carolyn Yohannes, a long-time volunteer, has been coordi-
nating this program for the past two years. She tells us the
Shelter is trying to raise $1,600 this year to supplement the
meager annual budget and would like to have as many people
as possible participate in the fund-raising effort to show that
the community cares.

Contributions may be made payable to the Men’s Shelter
and addressed to the R.I.
Men’s Shelter, c/o Carolyn
Yohannes, 510 Main Street
#450, New York, NY 10044.

Mr. Tram

You also could direct
your thoughts at this time
to our tireless Protector of
the Tramway, Al Weinstein,
who died late Thursday at
New York Hospital. There’s
more about Al on page 3,
and we’ll have more next
issue.

When words fail, sometimes a
picture can stand testament in their
stead.

In my mind, thereis a picture of
Al Weinstein standing at a micro-
phone, giving literal hell to Jerome
Blue and the RIOC Board of Di-
rectors, addressing them nonethe-
lessin words and tones at once re-
spectful and firm. Heisdressed to
appear beforeaWorld Parliament.
He is prepared. He is defending
his beloved Tramway on his own
behalf and on behalf of every resi-
dent of Roosevelt Island. Heisa
man with amission, and hiszeal is
both palpable and irresistible. He
speaks with ayouth and vigor that
would beenviablein acharging ex-
ecutive of 35, though his presence
commands the respect due a man
inhis80's, asisAl.

Another pictureputsAl inhischair
at ameeting of the Common Coun-
cil of the Roosevelt |dand Residents
Association, on which he served for
many years, sent by Rivercrossvot-
ers to speak for them. They knew,
of Al, that their own love for the
Idand’ sicon of aerial transit would
be in good hands. Al waits, impa-
tiently, to be recognized by Patrick
Stewart. He waits, and across the
room | can fedl his anxiety that his
fellow delegatesmay leavebeforehe
is able to make his point. Then, at
long last, he is recognized, and he

island

observer

speaks. Here, he is among col-
leagues, and hedlowshimsdlf torail.
He shares information that nobody
else has, and from that platform of
hisspecid relationshipwith boththe
Tramway and his RIRA cohorts, he
marries passion and an argumenta
tive skill into a warning of terrible
things that may happen if the Coun-
cil isnot alert. But they areadert, for
Al Weinstein has spoken and they
have heard.

In another picture, Al isin Trel-
liswith Fran. He hasjust returned
from the United Nations, where
despite his retirement earlier this
decade, he has the privilege of an
officeand dutiesthat honor hisskill
in the profession of stenographic
reporter. Heistelling Fran about
his day. But | pass by, and hein-
terrupts himself to stop me and be
sure | am aware of something The
WIRE should report — about the
Tram, of course. Or he might be
stopping meonly to say, “ That was
some issue,” always encouraging,
always appreciative, always ready
with akind word.

There is a voice picture of Al,
too. When | close my eyes, | can

Tothe Editor:

At arecent RIRA meeting | com-
plained about the secrecy surround-
ing RIOC operationsonthislsland
as well as its documented incom-
petence.

Nothing illustrates this better
than the RIOC survey of al resi-
dents on the proposition of home
ownership. Though over 3,500
guestionnaires were sent out, only
79 were returned despite the fact
that virtually no one is opposed to
home ownership. Indeed it is one

[ etters

newsletter published the results
with graphsand all. RIOC had thus
tossed a good deal of taxpayer’'s
money down the drain.

But | was interested in helping
79 of my neighbors. | have been a
Housing Commissioner in Chicago
where we pioneered in moving our
tenantsinto ownership. | have been
a HUD consultant on the same
thing. It is a complicated question
involving sophisticated banking,
publicly-supported mortgages, and
aspecialist inreal estate. It isalso
a field full of

Although some of the apartments on the Island are not

Treside in (circle one):

HOMEOWNERSHIP ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND!

lke yorr s o presantly available s condominums or i
your input on bomeownership interest on Rooscvel Island,including condomingnn st coc:;::::i!vu::s' e wold |

Eastwood  + lsland House ~ « Manhattan Park + Rivercross ~@>

Inmimrusfud in purchasing an spartment on Roosevelt Istand: ~ Yes E’ No O
L es, L would be nterested in homeawnership opportuniiesin circle one);

Eastwood + Istand House « Manhatian Park » Rivercross « Suulhlown@

Please return by January 15, 1998 to RIOC, 591 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, N'Y 10044,

Name

Address 5 ST, 5241
005 Maw S1e I W e o1 i, Ny 10048, "

{oplonal)

charlatans and
scam artists.
wanted to
prepare a packet
on the subject of
home ownership
for the 79 neigh-
bors who an-
swered the ques-
o tionnaire.

| arrived at

of the sturdiest of Americanideals.
An elementary course in statistics
would have let the project go. Yet
RIOC’ s newsl etter was dominated
by the results. Its dlick, expensive

hear him asking for “just five min-
utes,” in person, of course, because
he knows that he is a better advo-
cate when he can look me in the
eye and press me for the attention
the Tramway deserves. Often, |
would put him off, pleading other
demands for those five minutes.
But moreoften, | wouldfindthefive
minutes — which, of course, would
become 20 before he finished with
me —and | would listen attentively.
Thisis, &fter dl, Al Weingtein, De-
fender of the Tramway.

There is the moment when Al
seesmewith my mother, whoishis
age, and stops us to deliver him-
self of kind words about her son,
knowing that thisis akindness not
just to me, but to her. Heis gra
cious, charming, and working his
special mischief of compliments
carefully and joyfully rendered.

| have many pictures of Al
Weinstein in the gallery of my
mind. His own favorite picture of
him, among many | took, appears
on page 1, and it shows him at his
constant best: a diplomat, an ad-
vocate, agentleman, afriendto all
thelsland, and agreat bearer of the
passion hewould leavewith us, ask
us to remember and share, and to
carry forward in his name.

Goodbye, Al, we will miss you
so much. Dick Lutz

RIOC headquartersand asked tore-
view the questionnaires. | wastold
that they were not immediately
available. | returned to the bunker
two days later and was told the
“conference room had to be
cleaned.” | agreed towait. An hour
later | wastold it would be “forty-
five minutes to an hour” until it
would be ready for me to see the
documents. Findly, | left telling
them to call me. My phone rested
tranquilly. | then went to the bun-
ker again and | washanded 79 ques-
tionnaires returned by my neigh-
bors.

It is hard to imagine that the
documents had al the names and
addresses of those interested in
home ownership blacked out. They
looked like FBI files — almost ev-
erything redacted. For thefirst time
in American history, alist of people
seeking home ownership had some-
how become a clandestine ideal to
be hidden from their neighbors.

It was clear RIOC felt it did not
need my help. But it hastakenon a
very serious issue. You cannot
promise people something as im-
portant as owning their own homes
and do nothing about it. To be
blunt: That is cruel. Though |
shouldn’t, | still believe there is
enough sense of responsibility in
RIOC to provide professional ad-
vice and counsel to the people
whose hopes they haveignited.

Despite my disappointment, |
remain ready and anxiousto help.

Richard C. Wade



COMING UP

compiled by Claire Friedland  phone/fax 317-8523
Today (Saturday, November 21), 9:00 am., Community Cleaning of Good Shepherd Chapel. Just show
up ready to work. Donationsfor cleaning supplies gladly accepted.
Today, PS/IS 217, Family Portrait Day (open to al — not limited to PS/IS 217 families).
Saturdays, 11:00 am., Time-Warner Cable channel 34, Charlie's House, produced by the Roosevelt |s-

land Y outh Program.

Sun., Nov. 22, 1:00-4:00 p.m., preview of Historical Society exhibit, Portrait of a Changing Island: 19th
to 21st Century Maps of Roosevelt Island, at the Cultural Center.

Sun., Nov. 22, 7:00 p.m., Community Thanksgiving Celebration, Cultural Center, 548 Main Street; an
evening of music, poetry, readings, and stories.

Mon., Nov. 23, 7:30 p.m., Maple Tree Group, Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Planning the form of Island

self-governance, and campaign for the necessary legisla-

Every week
Mondays
9:30 Stay Well (exercise)
Tuesdays

1:30 Bingo
Wednesdays
9:30 Stay Well (Stretch)

1:30 Lotto (Games)
Thursdays

10:00 Tai Chi

12:30 Movie
Fridays

Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games

At the Senior Center

10-11 Blood Pressure Screening

10:00 English as2nd L anguage (Beg)
11:00 English as 2nd (Intermediate)

10:00 Billiards/Pool Table Open
10:00 English as Second L anguage
12:30 Blood Pressure Screening

tion.

Tue, Nov. 24, 6:30 p.m., Weight Watchers (second
meeting), Senior Center. Information: Marilyn Engstler,
838-4747.

Mon., Nov. 30, 7:30 p.m., Maple Tree Group, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd. Planning the form of Island self-
governance, and campaign for the necessary legislation.

Mon.-Tue., Nov. 30-Dec. 1, 6:00-10:00 p.m., Cultural
Center, Holiday CraftsBazaar. Information: 756-5069.

Wed., Dec. 2, 7:45 p.m., Photographic Society of
Roosevelt 1sland, Island House Community Room. In-
formation: 752-5034.

Fri., Dec. 4, 8:30 p.m., Main Street Theatre's pro-
duction of Fiddler on the Roof. Information: 371-4449

Fri.-Sat., Dec. 4-5, nextissue of TheMain Street WIRE.
Deadlines: Advertising in the paper, Fri., Nov. 27; deci-
sion on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., Nov. 30. Futureis
sues: December 5, 19 (Christmasissue); January 23, 1999;
February 6, 20; thereafter generally every two weeks. Un-
scheduled EXTRA editionsmay be published asnewsand
advertising support warrant; advertisers who would like
to be included in one or more EXTRA editions, without
notice at the time, are invited to call 826-9055 to make
their interest known. Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/

755-2540; urgent/breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/

fax for advertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone & fax to list your Island organization’s event
here without charge, 317-8523 (provide call-back number for possible follow-up).
Sat., Dec. 5, 7:30 p.m., MST’s Fiddler on the Roof.

Sun., Dec. 6, 10:00 am., Roosevelt Island Art Association.

Sat., Dec. 5, 7:30 p.m., MST’s Fiddler on the Roof.

Sun., Dec. 6, 1:30 & 7:30 p.m., MST’s Fiddler on the Roof.

Mon., Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m., MST’s Fiddler on the Roof.

Wed., Dec. 9, 8:00 p.m., Roosevelt | sland Residents Association
Common Council meeting. Public welcometo addressthe Council at

Fax or phone event information to
317-8523. Please provide a phone
number for follow-up. There is no
charge for listing Island events here.

the beginning of the session; no registration required.

Thur., Dec. 10, note new time, 1:00 p.m., Roosevelt Island Operating Cor poration Board of Directors
meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Fri., Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m., MST’s Fiddler on the Roof.

Sat., Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m., MST’s Fiddler on the Roof.

Sun., Dec. 13, 1:30 & 7:30 p.m., MST’s Fiddler on the Roof.

Sun., Dec. 13, Special guest performance, The M organ Scott Ballet Company, Coler Hospital. Times &

tickets: 848-6043.

Mon., Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m., MST’s Fiddler on the Roof.
Mon., Dec. 14, Toastmasters. Visitorswelcome. Information: 751-9577.

Website Seeks
A Webmaster

Website NYC10044 islooking for
avolunteer Webmaster.

The job entails updating the
websitethat operatesin association
with The Main Street WIRE.

£ =
l-.,-u!- m
R

T

“Website NYC10044 isan easily
accessiblerepository of Island his-
tory,” said Dick Lutz, WMIRE Man-
aging Editor who founded the
websitetwo yearsago, “but we aso
have achronology of thelsland to-
day, and it hasn’t been updated for
alongtime. Weknow that legisla-
torsand othersrefer toit, and with-
out regular updates it has gone
stale.” The site has had nearly
19,000 “hits,” or user accesses, in
the last two years. “The material
isavailable and ready in electronic
form,” Lutzexplained, “andit’ sjust
a matter of turning it into web
pages.”

To function asWebmaster for the
site, avolunteer would need expe-
riencein website management, and
the appropriate computer equip-
ment aswell ason-line access. For
further information, call The WIRE
at (212) 826-9055.

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from offi-
cials, and will consider publication on a Name Withheld basis, but the writer’s
name, address, and telephone number must be provided. Preferred methods
of submission: IBM-compatible 3.5-inch floppy disk (any wordprocessing soft-
ware) left at 531 Main Street for The WIRE; by ASCII text e-mail (72260.20@
compuserve.com); or typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed
to (212) 755-2540. Clearly handwritten letters will be considered. We cannot
take dictation of letters by telephone. All letters are subject to editing for
length and clarity.
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Al Weinstein died late Thursday just as The
WIRE was going to press, hence the

outdated references in some articles in this
issue. The WIRE will carry additional
information in the December 5 issue.

Al Weinsteinisdying. Heisat New Y ork Hospital, where he has been
for the past 11 days, in aroom directly overlooking his beloved Island.
On an early visit it cheered him that he could see our windows, though
hisown are not visible to him. Fran has been with him, of course, every
moment the hospital will allow, as hastheir son, Robbie.

Atour initial meeting following the el ection, the RIRA Common Coun-
cil created aCertificate of Public Service, which Shirley Margolin, Linda
Heimer, and Judith Berdy were then ableto present to Al last week while
hewas still conscious. Hewas moved, but it seemed to me to be wholly
inadequate, and | told him so. The entire Council felt the same, but
although we werefrustrated with itsinadequacy, we wanted to be ableto
giveto him tangible evidence of our respect and admiration for his con-
tribution to the Island, as well as atoken of the |sland’ s universal affec-

tion. Atthetime, athough
we knew he was danger-
RIRA oudlyill, wewerenot aware
President’s
Column

that hisillnesswasfatal.

| doubt anyoneonthels-
land knows the extent to
whichweareindebted to Al
Weinstein. It is not too
much to say that we owethe
fact that we still have the
Tram at all to his unremit-
ting diligence. There simply is no aspect of the operation of the Tram
that Al does not know from the ground up, and which he has not safe-
guarded with his assiduous zeal. There are very few on the Island who
have not heard at |east one of hisimpassioned speeches on behalf of the
Tram at a Town Mesting, or a RIOC Board meeting, or in some other
venue.

et ‘%'"

Al Weinstein

“Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,” he would begin, and you knew
youwereinfor it. Beforel entered our community political life, | have
to admit | would sometimes think on these occasions, “Here we go
agan...”

But not anymore. For some time now, when | look at my not entirely
distinguished-looking friend, | see a veritable mythic warrior of giant
stature whose genuine nohility is exceeded only by the size of his pure
and gentle heart.

Al has chaired the Tram Committee of the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association for aslong as it has existed. And he came to that position
from prior championship of Tram issues before RIRA existed. There
are many of uswho think of it as Al’s Tram, and rightly so.

RIRA will by Resolution of the Common Council ask the Commis-
sioner of DHCR to rename the Tram Plaza the Al Weinstein Memorial
Plaza. Itisonly fitting. Itisonly right.

Although everyone associates the Tram with Al, not everyone knows
that he spent 48 years at the UN, as a stenographic reporter, starting in
1948 and retiring inthe early ' 90’ s at the Security Council level. Heisa
respected member of the State, national, and international associations
of stenographic, court, and parliamentary reporters, and he was kind
enough to ask Karen and meto their annual luncheon at the UN early this
summer. Kofi Annan was the guest speaker. (Al could often be seen
walking to work with Annaninyearspast.) The Delegates Dining Room
iSso positioned that almost all of Roosevelt Islandisin view. The Tram
iseasily seen.

“Distinguished ladies and gentlemen...” Al began.

I cannot count the number of times when, during some Tram imbro-
glio, | have heard one person or another say of Al, “What would we do
without him?”

We are going to haveto find out.

I will deeply mourn his passing. It istheloss of afriend who, for me,
definesthe word “gentleman.” It isalso the Island’ sloss of achampion
who defines the words “public service.”

Patrick Stewart
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years
TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
Hourly rate available
Airport Service HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans ave rom
Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

@ive the Gﬁﬁts 01E DEACJ; 01[ JQY

TO ORDER:

By phone:
212 980-9046

By Fax:
212 980-9068 =

-~
THE —
Plano Rags & Entertuinments
Roy Eaton
THE

531 Main St. MEDITATIVE CHOPIN
RI, NY 10044 0o (i)

By mail:

NPC 85597

Dd——

)
——————

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Chinese Health Delicious Food Order To Take Out ZS*
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

& TEL.: (212) 588-0806 / 0663 2]

FAST Open 7 Days A Week
Freedelivery Sun-Thur, 11Tam.-11 p.m.
(Min.$6)  Fri & Sat, 11 a.m.-12 midnite

e e

T g

i

BEST VALUE ON PET FOOD
CAT FOOD
Iams 60z $0.79
Nat.Choice 60z $0.79
Science Diet 60z $0.76
Triumph 60z $0.69
Fancy Feast 30z $0.50
Triumph 30z $0.50
Nutro Max 30z $0.52
LITTER
Ever Clean 141b (on sale) $8.99
Katgo 20q $6.15
Little Tigers, Fresh Step, Tidy Cat, C9, Pestel

Old Mother Hubbard
Natures Recipe

Pet Guard

Pro Plan

TOYS
CATNIP
LITTER PANS
BEDS

FREE DELIVERY EVERY DAY
CALL (212) 396-2585 AND SAVE * $$8.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

INVITES YOU TO THE

BIACKWELL FAMILY RELNION

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd, 1998

Al THE
CULTURAL CENTER
548 MAIN STREET, ROOSEVELT ISLAND
1PMTO 4 PM

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL AFTERNOON PRESENTATION
INCLUDING:

*BLACKWELL FAMILY HISTORY PRESENTATION

ZISLAND TOUR
INCLUDING BLACKWELL HOUSE & CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

*RECEPTION AT OUR SPECIAL EXHIBIT
"MADS OF ROOSEVELT ISLAND 1936-1998"

ENTRANCE TO CULTURAL CENTER
IS DIRECTLY ACROSS MAIN ST.
FROM CHAPEL OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, NEXT
TO BAKERY. FROM MOTORGATE PARKING, TAKE RED BUS TO SECOND STOP. FROM TRAM
OR SUBWAY, TAKE RED BUS TO HIRST STOP ON MAIN STREET. DETAILED TRAVEL
INSTRUCTIONS INCLUDED.

Domation: Non—memgewg/ S5

Memgem Ewee
B‘ackwe” Descem%amtg Ewee

Daqmemt o][ 1000 dues on this date will waive donation }Eow this event

Queensboro Hardware, Inc.
Full Service Hardware Store

Lock Work
LY Glass & Plexiglass cut to size
Ready-Made and Custom Shades and Blinds ’
‘ Shelving Cut to Size i
\ Lamps Rewired and Repaired

1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st

Just steps from the Tram

838-6629 / 838-6630 / Fax 838-0098

': Keys Made V,

COMPUTER HELP

In Your Home/Business—Days, Evenings & Weekends

Training—Word, Excel, PowerPoint, WordPerfect, Lotus
Free E-Mail, Internet

Selecting/Purchasing the right computer and software
Computer Setup

Installing/Upgrading Accessories
Minor Repairs-

Call (212) 362-8498



MAIN
STREET

TI)%EATRE

SD
&) DANCE
ALLIANCE

MAIN STREET THEATRE
presents
the Benefit Performance of

Middler omn the Rooft

by Bock, Harnick & Stein

performances are

Friday December 4 8:30 pm
Saturday December 5 7:30 pm
Sunday December 6 1:30 & 7:30 pm
Monday December 7 7:30 pm
Friday December 11 7:30 pm
Saturday December 12 7:30 pm
Sunday December 13 1:30 & 7:30 pm
Monday December 14 7:30 pm
tickets

All tickets are $15 except on Friday, December 11, when
there is a $10 ticket for seniors and disabled. For further
ticket information and box office hours please call 371-4449.

PR, € CALLING ALL PETS

™

- are (i enea B e e iz bz v e b rewa b, R

S SAVE $10°

on any Science Diet” Light
Formula or any other
Science Diet” purchase.

O R T T B - o | o L e R

Triumph
End of Summer Sale

Regular Sale
3 oz Feline All Flavors 11.49 9.49
3 oz Kitten (less active) 11.49 9.99
6 oz Kitten (less active) 1699 13.49
6 oz Dog All Flavors 16.99 13.49
14 oz Dog All Flavors 24.99 20.99

1590 York Avenue « 301 East 76th Street
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387) » (212) 734-7051
$30 minimum ¢ Free delivery Wed. & Sat.
Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods
Fax (212) 249-7450
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Thanksgiving
Dinner Special
Served with soup or salad, white or dark
meat, stuffing, gravy, fresh warm bread,

potatoes and vegetables or rice.

Also includes dessert and beverage.

$12.95

Please Place All Outgoing
Thanksgiving Turkey Orders Earfy

See you at Trellis

192-1517

Better and better every day.
At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

pomenlels

Wines & Spirits
28-22 Astoria Blvd.
Astoria, NY, 11102

Ph:718-728-4666 Fax:718-728-4803
..Beaujolais Nouveau Wines....

the perfect accompaniment for your holiday dinner have arrtved

;, ‘ ) ] \% il
@* Holiday Specials %

WINCS
Turning Leaf Wines $5.99
Corbett Canyon White Zinfandel 3 for $10.00
Beringer White Zinfandel $4.99
Gossamer Bay Wines 1.5 ltr $7.99
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay $8.99
M & R Asti Spumante (sparkling) ~ $8.29
SPIRICS
Absolut Vodka .750 ml $13.99
Hennessy VS .750 ml $22.99
Dewar's Scotch 1.75 Lit. $32.99
Smirnoff Vodka 1.75 Lit. $10.99
House Vodka 1.75 Lit. $16.99
Bacardi Rum 1.75 Lit. $18.99

Need a wine recommendation to compliment your holiday entree?
Call us, it's our pleasure to serve you.
Be sure to mention this ad. These specials good thru Dec 15th, 1998 and cannot
be combined with any other offers.
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Thanksgiving Business Card Advertisers & Supporters

newsletters s t-shirts

|
a ¢ business cards  ® resumes
b e stationery * web design
¢ logo design « flyers
» database design  invitations
. .
.

KAREN B. INGENTHRON

Executive Director

George Morrison Mike Nichols Paul Sills AU 1 T Martu D for
The New Actors Workshop Urty nensiein
Fano funing &
| . . Repairs
George Morrison David J. Bauer e
. (718] 358 -8882
President
[o77] 483-1020
259 West 30th St. » 2nd flr. * New York, NY 10001 ) f) COCS
212-947-1310 » FAX 212-947-9729 531 Main Street #728 (212) 593-725¢ EE0
newactorsw@aol'com http.//admet.Com/naW/ Mot Wavl: Maus Vel 4NNAA Ad4N Thw N4N\ 7EN 2027
Dabney Ames Draper i EVICTION INTERVENTION SERVICE Drabot ;
Graphic Designer i s HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION anjsu[tm g Ltd P _fl‘,’zf’{zgga[
TEL: (212) 3082210 FAX: (212) 888-7140 Sourcing
N?’T F(éR PROFIT
AX EXEMPT
James LaBarbera

Account Executive

RICHARD DONOVAN

Dab & Co. computer lessons: Mac & PC 595 Main St. #205 ’ﬁj K—k—? Phone
DESIGN _ 10044 * Housing and Social Service Advocates New York, NY 10044 212-583-7494
531 Main Street, NY, NY 150 East 62nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10021 “We MaKe it Happen”
Tel: 212.753.0620
DONOVANKZASSOCIATES . .
RoyEaton RESEARGCH CONSULTANTS /72,72 gfg/é/%

A %g%/ﬂ% f wdsth Meralh

Roosevelt isiand, N.Y. 10044
Tel. (212) 754-4353

Shiatsu Thewapy 785497878 £279.559.9790
531 Main Street, New York, NY 10044 . .
531 Main St. Roosevelt Island NY 10044 (212) 980-9046 Telephone: (212) 755-7350  FAX: (212) 355-2468 I wmms@runo. com
IRENE CLARK
Dance Movement Consuttant MARGERY W. RUBIN
Photography

s Fay & Ron Vass
Private Lessons! 40 Riiver Foad - Apt. 10J SUpport The WIRE
6AM Group Stretch Nerw York, NY 10044 Keep up the good work

575 Main St. #1402 (212) 935-6043

1

Barbara Pittman, N.P, L.Ac.

Acupuncfure

531 Main St Roosevelt Island NY 10044 (212) 388-7313

Dori1 L. SPEER

WINTHROP, STIMSON, PUTNAM & ROBERTS

ONE BATTERY PARK PLAZA
NEW YORK, NY 10004 -1490
212-858-1000

General Corporate and Securities Law
Attorney

DIRECT: 212-858-1136 TELEFAX: 212-858-1500

DIANA BRILL

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

SWEDISH MASSAGE, MEDICAL MASSAGE, SHIATSU
REASONABLE RATES
212-759-9042

LINDA HEIMER

BRfl HEIMER CONSULTANTS

EXECUTIVE SEARCH & AESEARCH SERVICES

Who has time to clean?

The Best Home Services!

We clean your home, or office, as if it's our own.

Insured « Bonded ¢ Dependable

212 688-6712

ALEXANDER B. PETE GRANNIS

MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY 1672 FIRST AVENUE
BZ0 WAl STHREET, SLUITE 707 . 65TH DISTRICT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10128
HEW YOFK, S¥ 10042 212/232-3456 Serving Roosevelt Island for 10 years NEW YORK COUNTY (212) BE0-4906
(212) 826-9055
Supporters

Thank you

Childres & Rarty
Entertainer
magic Tricks
Baltoon Arimals

Unisource2000

Computer knowledge for the 21st Century

Dick Lutz Unisource2000, Inc.

Face Poinbins

Scnﬂs & Games
for

Birthdays, Celebrations,
and all Special Occasions
Reasonable Rates

2123199841

Dick Lutz
Managing Editor

The Main Street WIRE

Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper
575 Main Street / 1109, NYC10044
Phone (212) 826-20565
Fax (212 ) 755-2540 / email dicklutz@compuserve.corr

Lynn T. Chambers

Mark S. Chipman

Leo Margolin

Shirley Margolin

Joan Pape-Uhle

Dora E. Quinteros
Frances Salten

Tommy & Kay Thompson
Al & Fran Weinstein

The Main Street WIRE
thanks the supporters whose
names appear here and
whose business cards
appear on these pages.
Your support is a valuable
commitment that helps
insure continued publication
of this community
newspaper.

Next Business Card Special
—to be announced.

Please support
WIRE advertisers.
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A New Take on Southtown’s Future

Commentary by Jeffrey Hochman
Editor’s Note: Jeff Hochman works for the City of New
York in urban planning, and serves on the Common
Council of the Residents Association, chairing its Plan-
ning Committee. The WIRE asked Hochman for his com-
ments on the Southtown proposals put forward last
week.

Southtown architects Davis Brody Bond and
Gruzen Samton have produced two plans under
the guidance of a senior member of the team,
Max Bond. Seventeen years ago, when |
started as an Assistant Planner for the De-
partment of City Planning, Max Bond had
just been appointed to the City Planning
Commission. Astheonly African-Ameri-
can and a progressive architect, he argued
for and against many projects during the
mayoralty of Ed Koch.

Seeing him all these years later as
Southtown’s senior architect reassures me
that the community has at least a fighting
chance for afair design by afirm that lis-
tens to the community.

That having been said, some comments
on the two proposals, the second of which
isillustrated here and is favored by the de-
velopers.

Option |

This design has lower, bulkier buildings
covering 21% of Southtown’s 19.3 acres.
The continuation of Main Street isabout 100
feet east of the subway station, aboulevard
of two pardld roadssomething like Park Av-
enuein Manhattan. Thetall sideof each build-
ing—13floors—frontsthisdua roadway, step-
ping downto 10, then 8floors, toward theriver. This
isthe opposite of many tall buildings built before 1961, which
typically step back on their street side.

The 1961 Zoning Law insisted that tall buildings be set
back after every fivefloors. The short part of each building
would be at the sidewalk, giving pedestrians a sense of inti-
macy and neighborhood, in contrast with high rise apart-
ment buildings that seem to destroy that sense of commu-
nity. Jane Jacobs, in her famous 1961 book, Death and Life
of American Cities, wrotethat any building so tall that moth-
ers cannot see and call their children are too high.

The open space around the build- | i
ings may be too small for adequate |
playgrounds, other than benches. ————"""T

T
L y 1
\ \

What would we put in theseopen i | +—

spaces? Because they are not open Voo

to the street, they could become an 9
area of neglect or ahaven for crime. m

The soccer field would be placed in

the southeast corner of thesite, There

would be aloop/cul de sac from the 16

road to the subway station. Specu-
lation was that there might be some
retail — perhaps a candy store/lun-
cheonette/cafeto welcome peopleto
Roosevelt Island. The same could
occur near the Tram.
Option 11

This option has a continuation of
Main Street similar toOption|. One
largetwo-way road istwicethewidth
of existing Main Street. OntheMan-
hattan side, there are six high-rise
buildings. Threevary from eight to
16 floors, while two are 16-story
towers. The buildings on the south-
ern and northern end of Southtown
have nine floors on the river, step-
ping up to 14, then 16 floors, then
back down to eight, with ssgmentsof
eight and 16 storiesfronting the street.

'\.
\.
\.
\.
\.
\.
\.

R ]

Soccer field

Rivercross

« Playgrounds and benches should be available through-
out the open space. Without playgrounds and benches, the
open space would go unused.

* The trees currently on Main Street should not be up-
rooted. Trees are the most attractive charac-
teristic of any neighborhood. ‘-.

« Will the buildings be co-op, condo, \,
rental, market rate or subsidized? Will \

o — — — — - — — — - d—— . —— o ——
- ——

additional population should help the exist-
ing retail finances, but a little competition
would helpinlowering pricesand making the
stores more desirable.

Island Welcome: This area, near the
Tram station and subway, can become an
entrance to Roosevelt Island, where pres-
ently none exists. Repositioning the soccer

field to the Manhattan side of Main Street
would enhance the sense of open space for
arriving Tramway passengers, and allow many
residents to retain their view of the Tram em-
barking and landing. The Tram, after all, isstill
the Island’ sicon.
Traffic: These plans provide cut-ins at each
building so that cars can load and unload without
disrupting traffic.
Development: At thispoint, thearchitectshave only
completed schematic drawings. The next two phases of
development are design development and final design.
These steps will distinguish the size of the apartments,
engineering (plumbing, structural, electrical, and what ar-
chitects call HVAC — heating, ventilation, and air condi-
tioning). Itisvery important that Roosevelt |sland residents
be part of this process.

Since any market is uneven and changes frequently, the
developers are proposing phased development. Phase |
would address only the northernmost part of the site, and
consist of just two buildings positioned to connect to exist-
ing infrastructurethat serves Rivercross. If thosetwo build-
ings are successful, then financing for additional phases of
the plan would be set in motion.

Environmental I mpact Statement (EIS): Although an
ElSwaswritten in 1989 for Manhattan Park, if it isdeemed
dated, it may have to be rewritten. An EIS will cover the
negative impacts on the Island and suggest how they might
be mitigated, if that is possible. A public hearing will be
part of that process and a delay could be introduced at that
point.

Conclusion

Although thisis agood start for a plan, Roosevelt Island
residents should participate actively in every step. RIOC's
most recent meeting on Southtown was announced late,
poorly publicized, and held at an inconvenient time. It's
par for the course — and it just won't do.

18,772 SF

232,792 8F 12,000 SF i
16 192,000 SF o o :
f T 12
T
17400 SF f aRabE
242400 57 16} | H 16
12 -t

12,000 SF
192,000 SF

18,713 SF
234,506 SF

12

—r—

~—.

9,600 SF
268,800 SF

Soccer figld ﬁ

28

—— — e

= — i . 2

— L
|

On the Queens side of Main Street,
there arethreetowerswith open space
between them. The northernmost
buildingis20 stories, thenext 24, and
the southernmost, 28.

Thebuilding coveragein thisplan
isonly 15% with 77% open space,

STREET AREA

SITE TOTAL AREA
BUILDING COVERAGE

OPEN SPACE, WALKWAYS
TOTAL FLOOR AREA

ACRES SQ.FT. %
19.3 840,708 100 OPTION 2
28 122,421 15
16 71,941 8
149 645,346 n
1,904,332

aproportion much more consistent
with the open space the community wants. Asin Option |,
the soccer field is positioned in the southeastern section of
the site.

| ssues

There are many issues here:

* These buildingswould interferewith light and air on the
Island, casting a shadow over existing buildings. My rec-
ommendation would require the buildingsto have morewin-
dows to provide more light and air.

» Some Rivercross shareholders would lose part of their
view of Manhattan and the Queensboro Bridge. An adjust-
ment of the buildings’ heights might help.

* There needs to be assurance that the walkways on the
Manhattan and Queens side remain, and are well-maintained.
The Roosevelt Island community should insist on this as-
surance to continue the feeling of living in a park.

the number of rooms attract families or single people? The
buildings should reflect the mix that currently exists on
Roosevelt I1sland. All upper middle class, yuppie, or low-
income should not predominate in any part of the Island.
Moreover, the racial mix should continue in each building.

* Finally, will people leave the current buildings on
Roosevelt Island to move to these new buildings (if they
can afford to)? When Co-op City was built in the 1960’s,
many middle-class peopleleft therest of the Bronx simulta-
neously, causing deterioration in those neighborhoods. Of
course, some people will move to the new buildings, but
caution should be taken not to abandon the old for the new.

There are other considerations:

Commercial Space: A couple of convenience stores
should help residents on a day-to-day basis, but new com-
mercial space should otherwise belimited in Southtown. The

SOUTHTOWN MASTERPLAN
ROOSEVELT ISLAND, NEW YORK

DAVIS BRODY BOND LLP - GRUZEN SAMTON LLP
ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTS AND PLANNERS

November 10, 1938
T - = SET
Tt e T g — s — L
- BT iy 5 _-_- - — 1
. Subway T — R T
. station \%
- _ 1 Tram I 1P,
+Tstation I et o
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In phase one, the Nurses Residence (gray) would remain
standing and only two buildings (black) would be built,
connected to infrastructure that serves Rivercross.
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Members of Blackwell Family in Island Reunion Tomorrow

Descendants of the original European family to own
Roosevelt Island will return to their “ancestral home” to-
morrow (Sunday, November 22) for an afternoon reunion.

Activities, intheevent or-

New York City firefighters
trained on Roosevelt Island
in its pre-residential years.
This tower was part of the
training facility.

ganized by the Roosevelt
Island Historical Society
(RIHS), include a presenta-
tion by Blackwell family
members and Judith Berdy,
RIHS Vice-President, atour
of thelsland, and a preview
of an upcoming map exhibit
prepared from the Historical
Society’ scollection..

The map exhibit, titled
Portrait of a Changing Is-
land: 19th to 21st Century
Maps of Roosevelt Island,
will open formally early in
December on a schedule to
be announced.

The highlight of the ex-
hibit is a 33-foot long blue-
print-style map of theldland
inasit wasin 1936, devel-
oped by the Works Progress Administration (WPA), show-

Other Island.”

ing all the structures existing at that time, including theferry
terminus, abarn, medical research facilities, the City Home,
five houses of worship, and the famous elevator building

Lonely Church in the Fields The Chapel of the Good
Shepherd stood amid acres of unmowed grass in the mid-
'60s when urban planners were just beginning to conceive
plans for the residential island Welfare Island was later to
become as the renamed Roosevelt Island, “Manhattan’s

(photo, page 1) that was oncethe
primary means of |sland access.
Both carsand peopleweretrans-
ported from the Queenshoro
Bridgetothelsland’ ssurfacein
theelevator. Photosand histori-
cal descriptions will be used to
highlight the information on
various maps.

A reception for guests and
RIHS memberswill follow.

Membersof the Blackwell fam-
ily are working actively to apply
pressure on the Roosevelt Idland
Operating Corporation to arrest
the deterioration of Blackwell
House, the Idand’s oldest exist-
ing structure, then turn it over to
aresponsible guardian.

All RIHSmembersand Idand
residents are invited to partici-
pate in the day. For further in-
formation, contact Judith Berdy
at 688-4836, by e-mail at
BlackwellHouse@usa.org, or
by fax to (212) 207-8845.

Broadway on Main Street

MST Opening Fiddler on The Roof Friday, December 4

by Esther Cohen

“Tolife, tolifelechaim!” “Matchmaker,
matchmaker, make me amatch...” “If | was
arichman...” Theseareafew of thememo-
rable lyrics from the upcoming Main Street
Theatre benefit
production of
Fiddler on the
Roof, opening
Friday, De-
cember 4.

Themusica,
with book by
Joseph Stein,
music by Jerry
Bock and lyr-
ics by Sheldon
Harnick, is
based on folk
stories by the
Y iddish author
Sholem
Aleichem, of
Czarist Russia,
at the turn of
the century.
Fiddler tellsof
love, tradition
and the
struggle for power. In the small village of
Anatevka, Tevye, a poor Jewish milkman,
and his sharp-tongued wife Golde, face adi-
lemma. Three of their five daughters are

as Lazar.

Villagers have just been told they
must leave their town of Anatevka.
Standing: Brenna Stein as Yente,
Joe Vacirca as Avram, David Kraut
Sitting: Ron Roth as
Tevye, and Karen Puritz as Golde.

breaking with the age-old custom of
matchmaking by choosing their own suitors.

The play is sentimental, humorous, philo-
sophical and full of song. For thefirst timein
Main Street Thestre history, the cast includes

as Chava. Fyedkais played by Ned
Dishman. Shprintze and Bielke are
played by Alison Walter, Bianca
Beach, M. J. Geier, Sasha Diamond
and ElliePhillips, whowill al split the
roles.

Fiddler isdirected by Nancy Howe. Mu-
sical Director is Bob McDowell, Choreog-
rapher is Diana Baffa-Brill, and sets are by
Elizabeth Gates.

Tickets are available at the Main Street
Theatre November 30 to December 3,
6:00-8:00 p.m., at 548 Main Street (Iook
for the red awning behind the video store).
Performances will run two weekends be-

adults, teens and ginning Friday,
children in amu- December 4, at
sicd foreveryone 8:30 p.m.; then
to enjoy. Ron Saturday, Sun-
RothplaysTevye day, and Mon-
and Karen Puritz, day at 7:30
Golde. Brenna p.m., with a
SteinisYenteand Sunday mati-
David Kraut nee at 1:30.
playsLazar Wolf. The following
Thedaughtersare weekend, per-
Sonya Kolba as formanceswill
Tzeitel, be Friday (De-
Marielena cember 11),
Logsdon as Nancy Howe directs Kevin Gates as Perchik  Saturday, and
Hodel, Caitlin and Marielena Logsdon as Hodel in a dance Sunday and
Donovan and - SeQUence i wnich ey decover they have. yionday
Elizabeth Daley 2" & ' 7:30 p.m., with

a Sunday matinee at 1:30 p.m. All tickets
are $15. Thereis be a $10 charge for se-
niors and disabled on Friday, December
11, only. Phonereservations are taken for
off-1slanders, at (212) 371-4449.

The annual benefit supports the schol-
arship program at The Main Street The-
atre and Dance Alliance. Cast members
have contributed not only their talent but
also the costs of production.

Weinstein, Defender
of Island’s Tramway,
Gravely lll; Receives
New Service Award

A Certificate of Appreciation has been
presented to Al Weinstein by the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association (RIRA).

Weinsteinisgravely ill, and at presstime
death was considered imminent. He is the
subject of Patrick Stewart’s column in this
issue of The WIRE (page 3).

At the November 11 Common Council
meeting, aresolution was passed commend-
ing Al “for his continued service to the
Roosevelt Island Community.”

Al has been on the Common Council for
many years and has served as head of the
Transportation Committee for the last two.
Hehasserved asresidents’ representativein
constant touch with all transportation issues,
but he's known Island-wide as the deter-
mined defender of the Tramway.

“Without Al’ s diligence, Tram schedules
would have been cut, service reduced, and
even more staff laid off,” said RIRA Presi-
dent Patrick Stewart. “Al has contributed
greatly to the betterment of life on Roosevelt
Island, and we are proud to honor him with
thisaward.”

Weinstein isthe first recipient of the new
Community Service Award.

Tree Pits Filled, Finally, With Trees

by Maurice Bleifeld

“The last of the empty tree pits on Main Street has finally been planted with new
trees,” the Roosevelt Island Tree Board announced today. The Tree Board’ s goal of an
unbroken line of living trees along the | sland’ s major thoroughfare was achieved when
seven young linden trees and one callery pear tree were installed alongside the area of

Octagon Park and the tennis courts, north of the Fire Station.
The expense of the plantings was underwritten by the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation (RIOC) from funds contributed by the
Miramax motion picture studios in an agreement

Robert Antonek

toreplacetreesit cut down at the old Nurses’ Resi-
dence during a recent filming of the new movie
“The Yard.”
RIOC during the arrangements, settled for the fi-
nancial reimbursement as one of the conditionsfor
the use of the grounds.

With the advice of the Tree Board, linden trees
were chosen to extend the present line of these trees
along the entire length of Main Street. The callery
pear tree was selected to replace a dead Kwanzan
Cherry tree because of its narrower root line so
close to the seawall there.

With the successful completion of these
plantings, the Tree Board is |looking ahead to the
next tree replacement project along the seawall
facing the Eastwood buildings. Thisisacarryover
from the many activities of Roosevelt Island Day
last June, when arrangements were tentatively
scheduled by Marilyn Engstler, Director of Com-
munity Relations, to replace 13 dead or missing
Kwanzan Cherry trees in the area. This group of
flowering trees is to be planted early in April.

Robert Antonek, who represented

Scott Kerstetter as Motel sings Miracle of
Miracles, telling Sonya Kolba as Tzeitel that
it's a miracle God has brought them together.

Cast membersalso include AnitaMichael,
Elizabeth Mialaret, Jani Foley, Veronica
Shea, Deborah Drucker and Mary Jo
Schrager as the Fiddler. Also featured are
Scott Kerstetter, Kevin Gates, Marvin
Davidowitz, David Kolakoski, Marilyn
Atkins, Joe Vacirca, Joan Christianson, Joe
Palermo, Barbara Parker, Eugenie Martin,
Caroline Andersson, Irene Clark, Kathie
Niederhoffer, Terri Resnick, Lorraine
Lanham and LianaZamora.

YAL Asking
$65,000 in
Island Funds

The Young Adult League (YAL) has ap-
plied to the Board of Directors of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation for
$65,000 in Island Public Purpose Funds,
seeking to continue its training program for
atarget group in the 18-25 age range.

During the past year, the program taught a
number of enrollees how to use computers.

The RIOC Board tabled the matter at its
meeting last week, after raising a series of
questions, including a query about the size
of administrative salaries in the program’s
budget. Sources have told The WIRE that
some $45,000 of the grant request would go
to asingle administrator.

Other questions concerned whether the
program under last year’ sgrant had actually
reached itstarget audience, as claimed, and
about thethe appropriateness of an additional
grant, giventhetraditional “ seed money” na-
ture of Public Purpose Funds. Under the
program’ srules, grantsareintended for pro-
gram start-up, but not for continuing support.
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Last Week’s Sizzlin’ Senior Fund-Raiser

Sexy Seniors Stage Sophisticated Style Soire

Photography by Margery W. Rubin
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Marymount Students — Some 250 Strong — Get
Manhattan Park Housing in Dormitory Crunch

by Narissa Schmidt

In addition to being acommunity
with homes, schools, and parks,
Roosevelt Island has become a
dorm and a classroom for students
attending Marymount College, lo-
cated at 71st Street between Sec-
ond and Third Avenues. The stu-
dents reside in 10, 20, 30, and 40
River Road, and consist mostly of
freshmen and afew upper termers.
Students have been assigned living
space on the Island because dorms
previously used for freshmen are
this year insufficient to house all
of the freshman classes.

Most Marymount freshmen live
at Dirsh, the designated freshman
dorm on 92nd Street at Lexington
Avenue. (Marymount does not
have acampus, and dormsare scat-
tered on the upper West and East
sides of Manhattan.) However,
this year there were not enough
rooms to accommodate all of the
freshman class, and arrangements
were made for students to live on
Roosevelt Island. Students also
attend Common Grounds classes
on Roosevelt Island, at the theater
next to the River Road buildings
and at 507 Main Street. Only fresh-
men attend this class, which cov-
ers Marymount and its policies,
school work, and communication
and organizational skills.

The cost of dorming on
Roosevelt Idandisequal to the cost
of dorming in Manhattan, whichis
about $6,700 per year. The down-
side to living on the Island is that
inthe Roosevelt Island dormsthere
are no cafeterias, and the students,
separated from their classmates
outside school hours, don’t expe-
rience as much of aunifying expe-
rience astheir counterpartsin Dirsh
do. Thisispartially affected by the
fact that students living here are
forced to spend a lot of time at
school between  classes.
Marymount students live two per
room, and each apartment has two
to three rooms, making a total of
four to six students per apartment.
Each apartment has a full-size
kitchen and two bathrooms, both
fully equipped with showers and
baths. There are no mixed-gender
apartments, and students are spread
throughout the buildings, with one
apartment per floor.

One student said that he did not
like this arrangement because the
studentsdo not have ahall or com-
munal area in which to meet, and
the noise complaintsfromtheresi-
dents are more frequent than com-
plaints from other students would
be. However, many students ac-
knowledge and appreciate the fact
that their dorms, being apartments
in very nice buildings, are much

b "

Some of the Marymount students living on Roosevelt Island are Chad Sullivan (freshman, acting major),

Brian Edwards (freshman, acting major), Nadine Friedman (freshman, theater major), Metha Brown (freshman,
acting major), Kelly St. Killaire (freshman, undecided), Nathan Murray (freshman, dance major), and Susie

Speranza (freshman, acting major).

more attractive than those at Dirsh.
The apartments have wall-to-wall
carpeting, are very new and well-
tended, and many of them have
balconies.

To assist the students, college
employees called Residents, who
are upper-classmen, live in the
dorms. There are three Residents
per building. Thereisalso aResi-
dent Director living with the stu-
dents, to help themiif they have any
problemsor complaints. Rulesre-
garding living are not strict; stu-
dents are allowed to have visitors,
and do not have acurfew. Students
interviewed say that, although they
are not exposed to as many other
studentsfrom Marymount, they do
feel likeacommunity, and feel very
connected with the other students
who live here.

Though students complain that
transportation is difficult because
of the subway shuttle’ s infrequent
schedule, and that food on
Roosevelt Island is overpriced,
they also say that they like living
here. A few feel Roosevelt Island
isan oasisaway fromthe hectic city
and that they would not like living
in Manhattan. They feel that the
scenery isbeautiful, especially the
river and the view of Manhattan,
and that it is nice to have so many
trees and so much grass at hand.
One cited the community as her
reason for liking Roosevelt Island.
Shesaid that shefelt very safe, and
that it was a very family-oriented
place.

Group Seeking Self-Governance
Looking for Broader Participation

The Maple Tree Group has begun work toward implementing the No-
vember 3 mandate of Island residentsin voting to seek el ected self-gov-
ernance of Roosevelt Island. Thelandslide mandate, 92%, voted yeson
the ballot question in the RIRA €election.

The group’s leader, retired municipal manager David Bauer, has is-
sued a call for broadened participation in MTG activities. “We meet
every Monday, at 7:30, in the Chapel,” Bauer said, “and we need the
input and muscle of every Island resident to make things happen.”

The group is developing ways to generate state-wide interest in and
sympathy for the legislation introduced in the last legislative session by
Assemblymember Pete Grannis, who represents Roosevelt Island.
Grannis, who was re-elected November 3, will reintroduce the bill in a
dlightly altered form in the legislative session starting in January.

The Maple Tree Group is seeking ways to insure there will be ad-
equate support in the State Senate for the bill. Because Grannis is a
Democrat in the Democrat-controlled Assembly, and the Senate is Re-
publican-controlled, there is a need for Republican involvement in the
process of moving the legislation forward.

In atown meeting last month, Grannis told supporters of the legisla-
tion that if the bill can make it through the State Senate, it’s likely the
Governor will signiit, since he and the Senate work closely together.

For additional information on participating in MTG activities, resi-
dents can call Bauer at (212) 593-7259.

Island’s Sister Regina Gets CYO
State-Wide Award for Teen Work

Sister ReginaPalamara of St. Frances Cabrini Parish was honored re-
cently for her outstanding work with teenagers by placement on the Ros-
ter of Champions at the state-wide 20th Anniversary Awards Recogni-
tion Dinner given by the Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) of the
Archdiocese of New Y ork.

Sister Regina has been a pastoral minister at St. Frances Cabrini par-
ish on Roosevelt Island for sixteen years, and part of her missioniswork-
ing with youth through CY O and other activities. Her main objectivein
dealing with teensis to train them for leadership with an awareness of
their Christian heritage and value system.

She' sbeen responsiblefor CY O dances, the recent Hall oween Haunted
House, and International Dinners. Thecitation reads. “For her steadfast
devotion to the youth as an Elementary School Coordinator for 7 years;
for her work as Pastoral Minister at St. Frances Xavier Cabrini Parish...;
for her training of young people for leadership with an awareness of
their Christian heritage; and for her dedication to the poor and needy in
all parts of the world.”

Sister Reginais deeply involved with work for overseas missionsin
areaswhere helpismost needed: Swaziland, Africa, Brazil and the Phil-
ippines. Money for these venturesisraised through flea-markets, dona-
tions and the Roosevelt Island Thrift Shop.

Sister Reginais a native of Southern California and has been a mem-
ber of theMissionary Sistersof the Sacred Heart of Jesus (M other Cabrini)
since 1956.

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
Wednesday afternoon, Sister Regina had some help showing her CYO
award to The WIRE’s camera.

PTA Offers Discount
Entertainment Book in

School Fund-Raiser

The PTA of PS/IS217 isoffer-
ing for salethe Entertainment dis-
count book, which is filled with
hundreds of 2-for-1 and 50%-of f
discounts for awide range of ac-
tivities, including restaurants,
movies, car rentals, airlineflights,
and more. The book, from En-
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Savings™ . I
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tertainment Publications Inc., is
availablefor $20. For that price,
buyers get hundreds of offers on
all levels of dining, from Bombay
Palace to The Lemon Tree, and
from the Intrepid Museum to the
Guggenheim. Other couponsare
honored at Modell’s, Florsheim
and Kinney Shoes, Pearle Vision,
Sam Goody, and many other
stores.

The PTA saysbuyerswill make
back their $20 expenditure many
times over, and will be helping
the PTA raise funds for PS 217.
The discount book is also sug-
gested as a gift for the holidays,
or as a birthday present.

The book is available at the
PTA office any morning between
9:00 and 10:00, or call the school
at 980-0294 and |eave a message
at the PTA extension 2108.

PTA Offering Family
Portrait Deal Today

Today (Saturday, November
21) is family portrait day at PS/
IS 217.

Under the sponsorship of the
PTA, aprofessional portrait pho-
tographer will take family por-
traits. This event is open to any
family, whether or not their chil-
dren attend the Island school. A
package of one 10x13, one 8x10,
two 5x7s, and 12 wallet-sized
photos costs $49.99 by check
made payable to the PTA.

To make an appointment, read-
ers can call the school at 980-
0294 and ask for the PTA exten-
sion (2108).

Community
Thanksgiving
Set For Sunday

Roosevelt Islanderswill jointo-
gether in aThanksgiving celebra-
tion Sunday night (November 22)
at 7:00 in an evening of music,
poetry, readings, and stories ex-
pect to last ahour to and hour and
a half.

The event will take placein the
Cultural Center (548 Main
Street). The celebration has a
revised format thisyear described
by itsorganizers as “lots of fun.”

The occasion is areworking of
previous years' “Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service,” which
was primarily areligious event.
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SPORTSWIRE

The WIRE’s sports reporter position is open.

If you're interested in handling this valuable volunteer
contribution to the Roosevelt Island community, or would like
to propose a candidate, please call 826-9055.

Subway Shuttle Schedule
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NOW IS THE TIME
TO GET ..« STAY IN SHAPE !

Classified
Katherine Teets Gimm MD 751'8214

Board CertifiedPedarician ad Alerg st

GUITAR INSTRUCTION - Enrich your life with music. All ages &

501 Min Sreet « Foosevelt Island « 753-5505 levels welcome. Study in your home or at my studio on RI. Call for
a demonstration: 308-6182
Gfice Hurs SOO0O CHIC! Goldie Harris, Personal Shopper. 838-3979
Monday & Thursday « 9 a m - 12 noon GUITAR LESSONS AT HOME - by professional teacher/player.
Tuesday » 1230 p.m - 430 p.m George 545-7899.
Wednesday & Fricay « 130 p.m - 530 p.m ROMANCE NOVELS & MYSTERIES wanted. Please bring
) i o paperbacks to be donated to patients at Coler/Goldwater Hospital
Cove age provided & dl tines, wen dficeis d osed to doorstation at 555 Main Street (Island House), attention J. Berdy.
by . Gimmor by her group, Utown Pedarics.
We provi de conpr ehensi ve heal th care to chil dren and adol escerts. MORNING LIFEGUARD needed on Roosevelt Island. Please call
D.Gimmis dsoqaifiedto evaluate and treat alergy and asthna in adults. 308-7271.

DIVERSIFY YOUR INCOME — Home-based business opportunity
P/T, FIT, for Entrepreneurs, Medical & Business Professionals
interested in increasing theirincome. Company is well-known, multi-
million dollar, NASDAQ Preventative Health-Care. Call Island
resident 1-800-281-5424 for 24-hour Recorded Message.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing

. registration for dance and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique or

all C . . period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.
] AFTER SCHOOL CARE - Provided by long-term resident on
Roosevelt Island. Snacks, play, homework supervision. Evenings,

weekend sitting also. Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on RI. My home or yours. References
provided. Eugenie (212) 223-0157

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine) LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY - Island resident Diana Brill. Gift
certificate available. (212) 759-9042
832 23 10 EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212)
- 935-7510. Beeper 1-917-483-1020
EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214
501 Main Street CLOSET SPECIALIST - Designs, Accessories, Installations.

Roosevelt Island. N.Y. 10044 Double your closet space. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214
, NV Y.
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Whiten Your Teeth
Brighten Your Smile
Home Bleaching isfor You

Call udl!!

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults
Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC

501 Main Street, Roosevelt | sland

752-8722

Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7
**Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment**

BRACES
AREN T FOREVER,
SM LES ARE!

We df er free or thodonti c consultations to chil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosewdt
Islad
Rease cdl for an appoi nt ment.

Dr. Gerald Siaeder and staff

200 W. 5th Sreet 501 Min Sreet
212 757-2285 212 752-8722

MONTAUK CREDIT UNION

OPEN TO ALL

WOW!!I ONLY $25
TO OPEN A SAVINGS ACCOUNT

Earn 4.00% [APY 4.06%] on any balance
over $25, minimum

FREE CHECKING

NO Per Check Charge ¢ NO Monthly Service Charge
NO Minimum Balance Required ¢ First 50 Checks FREE

BONUS

Earn 2.00% [APY 2.02%] on balances over $500

SHARE CERTIFICATES (CD’s) & INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS (IRAs)

1Year=5.75% 2 Years =5.85% 3 Years =6.00%
¢+ YOUR SAVINGS FEDERALLY INSURED TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA ¢ ¢ ¢
(National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency)

 ATM Cards

* Money Orders

» Cashier Checks
* Certified Checks

* MON-TALK 24-Hour Telephone Teller
* New & Used Vehicle Loans

» Secured and Personal Loans

 Long Distance Toll-Free Number

* Direct Deposit/Payroll Deduction

* Residential Mortgages

* FREE Notary Service (for members)
* Custodial Accounts

VISIT OUR OFFICE TODAY « 559 MAIN STREET, Roosevelt Island
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. ¢ Thursday 12:00 noon-7:30 p.m.
363 SEVENTH AVENUE, Suite 1200 (between 30th & 31st Streets)
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

(212) 643-3900 or visit our web site http://www.montauk-cu.com

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

BUDGET ORIENTED
TIME-SAVING

Arntue
Uphol stery, 9ipcovers
Vil | paper & Fabric
Garpet & Area Rugs
Al Wndow Treat nent s
Aoor & Terrace Tiles
Lighting
QGrpentry
Ki t chen Renovation
Rint & Faux A ni shes
Al Accessories
d oset [esign

Hlen Levy

Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

/751-8214

FAST,
i, Rogeevel
Sian
Cleaners
New Sate of the At
Dry d eani ng Machi ne
To Serve You Better
758- 1778 Your Nei ghbor hood d eaners

Ve Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Miin Sreet

We repair all kinds of shoes

Expert on cowboy boots,
luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

J & M SHOE REPAIR




