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Two-Story Plan for Mini-Schools Tabled;
Eldercare May Take Sportspark Site

Stationery Store
Faces Squeeze

by Mary Camper-Titsingh
On January 19th there was a sign

on the door of the Roosevelt Island
Stationers Store: Shop is closed for
Muslim holiday.  You can pay me
later.  The newspapers were unat-
tended and neatly arranged on a
trestle in front of the shop’s closed
door.

That’s the kind of friendliness
and courtesy that Island residents
have come to appreciate about Ali
Khan, the Stationery Shop’s Man-
ager.

“Have you noticed how worried
Ali looks lately?” a friend asked me
recently.  She also buys a daily
newspaper at the shop.  I had seen
the uncharacteristically drawn and
sad look on Ali’s broad face,
though he always smiles a friendly
hello whenever I see him.

“Are you OK?” I asked him.
“I’m worried about keeping the
store open,” he confessed.  “I’m
having trouble meeting my rent.
Since I had to let one of my helpers

Wednesday night, a Town Meeting convened by City Councilmember
Gifford Miller heard spirited community criticism of a site at Sportspark
for an eldercare facility.

Thursday morning, the Board of the Roosevelt Island Operating Cor-
poration met and unanimously ap-
proved the Sportspark site.

The vote seemed to sweep aside
resident objections based on air
quality at the bridge, questions
about the suitability of a 31-story
tower just south of the Queensboro
Bridge, matters of traffic, and other
considerations.

To some, this was a distinct dis-
connect, if not an unusual one, be-
tween resident views and RIOC ac-
tion.  The behind-the-scenes consid-
erations that led to the vote were not
immediately apparent.  It appears,
however, that RIOC Board members
were responding to two influences:
The community appears to favor de-
velopment of an eldercare capabil-
ity.  The developer, Engel-Burman,
is weary of being “bounced” from site
to site, as one of the partners de-
scribed it at Wednesday’s Town
Meeting at PS 217.

RIOC President Jerome Blue had
led Engel-Burman to believe Octa-
gon Park would be available for the
proposed facility, but a carefully developed plan was set aside when
resident leaders raised a red flag over the taking of parkland.

Almost nothing favorable was said about the Sportspark site at Wednes-
day night’s Town Meeting.  “This site stinks,” declared Judith Berdy, a
member of the Residents Association Common Council.  Referring to
the fact that all of Sportspark except the swimming pool and locker room
would be demolished, she added, “We should not lose a gym to build a
31-story building.  Put it in Southtown where it belongs.”

Unofficially, in fact, word was out that Engel-Burman had talked with
The Related Companies, which has control of the Southtown site, but
had found Related’s terms too pricey.  But by the end of Wednesday
night’s Town Meeting, the two interests had agreed to talk again.  To
some observers, that development suggests that Thursday’s RIOC vote to

Site South of Bridge
Would Rise 31 Stories

Quick Community Response
To Condo Plan for Schools

Swift community reaction has again blocked a development plan pro-
moted by RIOC President Jerome Blue.  This one would have autho-
rized addition of a floor to school buildings at Westview, Island House
(diagram, bottom of page), and Rivercross, converting them to condos.

The plan was set aside for future
consideration at Thursday
morning’s meeting of the RIOC
Board of Directors.

Community leaders, and resi-
dents of the affected buildings, ob-
jected when Blue announced to a
small mailing list that the plan, pro-
posed by Diane Wilson of Corpo-
rate Realty Partners, was available
for inspection at his office.  Some
activists had trouble getting de-
tailed information, but a memo
from Doryne Isley of Roosevelt Is-
land Housing Management alerted
residents that Wilson’s plans con-
template addition of a full second
floor to the buildings.  Sight lines
would be affected.  In addition,
some of the condo units would have
fireplaces whose chimney gases ar-
guably would float upward toward
the upper stories of the adjacent
structures.

Residents objected that Blue was
allowing only about a week for re-
sponses, but not providing adequate

information – there were no architectural renderings, for example – on
which to base a reaction.  Further, reaction was due before Thursday’s
RIOC Board meeting, and before this week’s RIRA Common Council
meeting.  Judith Berdy complained, “It took three days to get copies of
the plans that were offered by RIOC in the letter,” and Ken
MacDermotRoe told the panel, “We’re very mad.”  He said leaseholds
would be affected, and the three days’ notice he had received presented
an unrealistic deadline for preparing comment.  “This is a typical RIOC
operation,” Berdy said.  “It’s a disgrace and an insult to the community...
not the way to run a public benefit corporation.  This operation is a sham.
RIOC has completely alienated it-
self from the community.”

Nonetheless, residents marshaled
resources.  Three groups each shot
a list of questions to Blue.  The
Westview-Island House Task Force
objected to the short time provided
for community reaction.  Blue’s
office responded that “Community
forums and meetings have been
held on the proposed develop-
ment...”  None, however, had re-
vealed a plan to add height to the
buildings.

The Planning Committee of the
Residents Association asked, “How
many apartments will have views
blocked by the new construction
and to what extent?”  RIOC answered, “Two apartments in Island House
and two apartments in Westview may have a slight diminution of view,”
a response that was met with disbelief in more than one community gath-
ering.

The owner of Island House, Charles Lucido, told The WIRE on Wednes-
day that he generally favors the Wilson proposal, but awaits a demon-
stration that views will not be adversely affected, among other concerns.
In a statement prepared for Thursday’s RIOC Board meeting, Housing

Ali Khan

This week, the Acting
Commissioner of New
York State’s Division
of Housing and
Community Renewal,
Joseph Lynch, had the
“Acting” removed
from his title by
Governor George
Pataki.  Lynch chairs
meetings of the
Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation
(RIOC) Board of
Directors.  In recent
months, he has taken a
stronger hand in
planning Roosevelt
Island’s future, taking
some authority away
from the controversial
President of RIOC, Dr.
Jerome Blue.

Forget “Acting”  –  It’s Commissioner

Inside:
Second Avenue
Subway Will Serve
Island Commuters

Satellite
Imagery

A full floor plus heating, ventilating and air conditioning equipment would be added to the Island House mini-school in turning it into a condominium residence.  Similar conversions are planned at Rivercross
and Westview, according to plans under consideration by the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation.  RIOC is to make its case to the community, for the plans, in the next 30 days.

See Mini-Schools, page 10; illustration below

Campaign for Passage Starts as Self-
Governance Gets Fresh RIRA Backing

The Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA)
Common Council gave a fresh endorsement to self-
governance Thursday night.  There was near-unanim-
ity in passing a resolution to put forth RIRA’s best
efforts to secure passage of legislation crafted by the
Island’s Maple Tree Group (MTG) and introduced by
Assemblymember Pete Grannis.

Nineteen Council members voted yes; three, includ-
ing RIRA President Patrick Stewart, abstained.

The vote set the stage for an MTG campaign to
gather names and addresses of New York State resi-
dents whom Islanders can ask to contact their State
legislators requesting support for the bill.  (See edito-
rial, page 2.)

If passed by both houses of the State Legislature
and signed into law by Governor George Pataki, the
legislation will replace the Roosevelt Island Operat-
ing Corporation with a new public benefit corpora-
tion, The Roosevelt Island Community.  The RIOC
Board of Directors will be replaced by a Board of Resi-
dent Directors, composed of residents and elected by
residents.  And the President of RIOC will be replaced
by a professional municipal manager hired by the
Board of Residents.

Under the legislation, RIOC assets would pass to
the community.  Further amendments to the bill are
expected in legislative horse-trading that will preceed
its consideration by the Senate and Assembly.

See Kahn, page 10 See Eldercare, page 10
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor,
to the community, and to/from officials, and
will consider publication on a Name With-
held basis, but the writer’s name, address,
and telephone number must be provided.
Preferred methods of submission:  IBM-
compatible 3.5-inch floppy disk (any word-
processing software) left at 531 Main Street
for The WIRE; by ASCII text e-mail
(72260.20@ compuserve.com); or typed,
double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street
or faxed to (212) 755-2540.  Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered.  We can-
not take dictation of letters by telephone.
All letters are subject to editing for
length and clarity.

Your Role in Bringing
About Self-Governance

It’s time to fish or cut bait.

State Assemblymember Pete Grannis, who has to be one of

the world’s most responsive politicians, is in the process of put-

ting his legislation for Roosevelt Island self-governance back

into the Albany mill.  State Senator Olga Mendez has agreed

to back the idea.

As slow as they grind, the gears of State government are

about to grind for Roosevelt Island in response to that over-

whelming November vote that registered 92% support for the

idea of reforming management of the Island to put it in the

hands of an elected Board of Residents and the professionals

they would hire – and take it out of the hands of non-resident

political appointees.

David Bauer’s Maple Tree Group (MTG), which has been

working on all this for a couple of years, is finally seeing its

inch-at-a-time effort moving toward the fast track.  This is a

genuine grass-roots movement, given little chance of success

at its start, that just might be the fulcrum on which the Island’s

future turns.

But MTG sees the need for State-wide support for the leg-

islation:  A majority in the State Assembly and a majority in

the State Senate must vote yes when the roll is called.  But too

many of them have never heard of Roosevelt Island, much less

studied the specifics of our situation here.

To get the backing and votes of those upstate legislators,

MTG wants us to ask our New York State relatives and ac-

quaintances to write their legislators.  That’s a lot to ask, so

the group has worked out a way to make it painless.  A yellow

brochure distributed with this issue of The WIRE describes

the process, but briefly, it goes

this way:

You provide names and

addresses of your New York

State relatives, classmates,

and friends.  Using their zip

codes to connect them to the

appropriate legislators, MTG

will generate letters for them

to sign and send, as well as a

cover letter from you to your

friends explaining our situa-

tion and why you want their help.  When the timing’s right,

you’ll be asked to send the package to your friends to start the

fuse burning on a slow explosion of State-wide support.

The hope – and the need – is for enough upstate legislators

to hear from enough of their constituents to become conscious

of the Roosevelt Island matter, and to respond to the request

that they bring an end to undemocratic (and inept) manage-

ment of Roosevelt Island.

Searching your address book and class reunion list for a

few New York State residents who will help will take some

effort, but it’s an effort worth making for the future of your

Island home and the future of self-determination here.

It’s time to fish.  And cut bait.  Let’s work together to make

this happen.

DL

Jim Bowser
is taking a
break.  His
editorial
column will
return soon.

To the Editor:
After reading Elie Gamburg’s article Two Southtown Proposals: Tow-

ers in a Park that won’t work commenting on the Davis Brody Bond
Plan and the Thoresen and Linard “Alternative Plan” for Southtown (The
Main Street WIRE, January 23, 1999), we would like to clarify certain
issues involved.

1.  The most distinctive difference between our “Alternative Plan” and
the Davis Brody Bond plan is that our proposal eschews the concept of
“Towers in a Park.”  Rather, it advances the continuation of a planning
concept that both Mr. Gamburg and we admire, find appropriate for
Roosevelt Island and unique in New York City.

2.  The towers shown in our plan are part of a continuum of structures
that, by economic necessity, rise above the lower row of buildings that
relate more closely to the pedestrian. The towers themselves are concep-
tually different.  Ours are more compact and ‘tower’ like while the DBB
buildings are more ‘slab’ like. In either case it is too early to critique
their design as there are many factors that eventually will determine their
configuration.

3.  Our plan provides ample opportunity to create well-designed, inti-
mate spaces for the specific uses of the residents of the adjacent build-
ings – the “private” spaces referred to by Mr. Gamburg. In addition we
provide a “vast” open space, a Common or Green available to all the
residents of the Island to use and enjoy.  Its vastness is relative, however,
with a length that can be walked in about five minutes and a breadth of a
little more than a city block.

4.  Although we appreciate the original planning concept, in its execu-
tion Main Street through Northtown was left with some shortcomings in
terms of light, air, scale, trees, drop-offs, etc., that we believe we have
remedied with our plan.

5.  There are a number of other considerations that we took into ac-
count in developing the “Alternative Plan”. We refer you to our letter
and Jeffrey Hochman’s comments in The WIRE of December 19.

At this stage, our proposal represents the framework for a well-de-
signed, achievable  Southtown, as well as a vision of the uniqueness of
Roosevelt Island. Given the opportunity, we would continue to build
upon that framework, taking into account the comments and suggestions
of the community.

Thoreson and Linard

RIOC... Better All the Time...

Photoeditorial by Website NYC10044
The elevator at Tramway Plaza was out part of last week.  This determined
visitor was Island-bound to see her grandchildren.  RIOC, which withdrew the
Tramway contractor’s authority to order parts some time ago, had failed to return
calls over a period of weeks asking permission to stock a spare part in advance
of anticipated need, according to Attorney Jim Kaufman, a member of the RIRA
Common Council who got results by threatening action in federal court under the
Americans With Disabilities Act.  The visitor made it... eventually.

Commissioner Joseph Lynch
State of New York Executive Department
Division of Housing and Community Renewal
25 Beaver Street
New York, NY  10004
Dear Commissioner Lynch:

I am writing in my capacity as President of the Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt Institute on a matter of great importance.  I must correct a
significant error in the January/February edition of RIOC News.  In an
article entitled Southpoint Marriott Hotel and Conference Center Re-
ferred to Newly Formed Capital Planning & Development Committee:
FDR Memorial, it is suggested that the Roosevelt Institute has entered
into an agreement with the Marriott developers to create some sort of
memorial to FDR on Southpoint Park.  This is not the case.

See Letters, page 8

Jerry Blue is now irrelevant.
He has done it to himself.
He has donned the emperor’s

new mantle of office.  He comes to
his office daily, and apparently
goes through some motions that
pass for work, but he no longer
leaves footprints on the soil of
Roosevelt Island’s future.

This week, the Governor made
Joe Lynch the Commissioner of
DHCR, removing “Acting” from
the title.  Pataki has apparently de-
cided that he can no longer protect
Blue from his own stubborn incom-
petence.

Lynch had already signalled
Blue’s irrelevance by creating com-
mittees empowered to think
through the Island’s future without
Blue as a distraction.  And Lynch
had already put Blue quite firmly
into his proper place in closed
meetings, Blue’s grinding jaw not-
withstanding.

After Wednesday night’s Town
Meeting – Blue failed to show and
there was spontaneous laughter at
the fantasy that he might have come
to speak for his failed administra-
tion – developers know that deal-
ing with Blue is not just a waste of
their time and money, it is also a
close imitation of the embrace of
death.  To the representatives of
The Related Companies and of
Engel-Burman, it was clear they
have been playing the game at the
wrong table.

Diane Wilson, the entrepreneur
who proposes turning the mini-
schools into residential condos,
stayed away from the Town Meet-
ing.  In his patent-pending “stealth
development” fashion, Blue had
attempted to slip her add-a-floor
idea past the community (see story,
page 1).  The idea may not be as
bad as it first seems, but she surely
knows by now that working through
Blue puts it under immediate sus-
picion.

Wednesday night, no defenders
spoke for Blue.  Even they have
given up on him.

So everybody knows it:  Blue is
not a factor.

Alas, his shadow is still a factor.
The pall he has cast over Roosevelt
Island in his short eternity as Presi-
dent of RIOC will not pass quickly.

• While still unrestrained, he
turned RIOC into a develop-at-any-
cost operation.  In a mistaken ef-
fort to overcome the reluctance of
the development community to get
involved here, he discarded all
RIOC responsibility to nurture and
guide and plan, tried to declare de-
cades of planning irrelevant, and
put Southtown in the hands of a
developer, asking too few questions
about what might lie beyond his
short-sight horizon.  To that extent,
he delivered for the State Republi-
cans’ heavy contributors.  Steve
Ross’s Related Companies may be
serious about finding a formula for
developing Southtown, and tying
up site rights may yet prove a small

See Observer, page 8
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At the Senior Center
Every week

Mondays
9:00 Stay Well (exercise)

10:00 English as 2nd Language (Beginner)
10:00 Computer Class
12:00 English as 2nd Language (Intermediate)
12:30 Arts & Crafts

Tuesdays
9-10 Korean/English Class

10-11 Blood Pressure Screening
10-11 Free Tax Counseling (also 12:30-4)
12:30 Bingo

Wednesdays
9:00 Stay Well (Stretch)

10:00 English as 2nd Language (Beginner)
11:00 English as 2nd Language (Intermediate)
12:30 Lotto (Games)

Thursdays
10:30 Crafts Program
12:30 Movie

Fridays
10-11 English as 2nd (conversation & written)
10:00 Billiards/Pool Table Open
10:00 English as 2nd Language

Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games

Special Events
Sat., Feb. 13, 7:00 p.m., Valentine’s Party with

Middle Eastern Dancers
Tue., Feb. 16, 6:00 p.m., New Year’s Party
Wed., Feb. 17, Atlantic City Trip
Thur., Feb. 18, Fiddler on the Roof video from

Main Street Theatre production
Sat., Feb. 20, 7:00 p.m., Monthly Birthday Party
Mon., Feb. 22, 10-12, Metrocard Bus
Sat., Feb 27, 9-4, Black History Month Celebra-

tion

RIRA
President’s
Column

Patrick Stewart

Tue., Feb. 16, 8:00 p.m., River Music Jazz Concert by vocalist Monika Brand and her esemble,
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  Free.

Mon., Feb. 15, 8:00 p.m., meeting of the Maple Tree Group.  Discussion of progress toward legisla-
tion for Island self-governance.  (Every Monday, 8:00 p.m., until further notice.)  For information, 593-
7259.

Tuesdays, Feb. 16, 23, 6:30 p.m. Weight
Watchers, Senior Center.  For information, call
832-3456.

Thur., Mar. 11, 11:00 a.m., meeting of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
Board of Directors, Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd.  Future meetings scheduled (all Thursdays)
11:00 a.m. Apr. 8; 7:00 p.m. May 13; 11:00 a.m.
June 10, July 8, August 12, Sept. 9; 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 14; 11:00 a.m. Nov. 11, Dec. 9.  Members
of the community who wish to address the Board
are asked to register in advance by calling 832-
4540.

Sat., Feb. 27, 10 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., African-
American Heritage Celebration, 546 Main
Street (Senior Center), including Caribbean Food
Court, Book Mart, special story hour for young
children, lectures, videos, dance, and music.

Fri.-Sat., Feb 26-27, next issue of The Main
Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Advertising in the pa-
per, Fri., Feb. 19; decision on stuffers for The
Bag, Mon., Feb. 22.  Future issues:  March 13,
27 (Easter issue); Apr. 10, 24; May 8 (Mother’s
Day issue), 22; June 12 (Father’s Day issue); July
3 (Fourth of July/Fireworks/Business cards is-
sue), 31; Aug. 28 (Labor Day/Back-to-School is-
sue); Sept. 11 (Rosh Hashanah issue), 25; Oct.
9, 23 (Halloween issue); Nov. 6, 20 (Thanksgiv-
ing/Business Cards issue); Dec. 4, 18 (Christmas/
New Year issue); Jan. 8, 22, 2000.  Advertisers
wishing to be included in unscheduled extraextraextraextraextra

editions, without notice at the time, are invited
to call 826-9055 to make their interest known.
Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540;
urgent/breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/fax
for advertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-
2540; phone/fax to list your Island organization’s
event here without charge, 317-8523.

Mon., Mar. 15, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Historical
Society exhibit opening, Portrait of a Chang-
ing Island:  19th-21st Century Maps; dedica-
tion of Arlene Atkinson Historical Reference
Archive, Cultural Center, 548 Main Street.

Compiled by Claire Friendland – phone/fax 317-8523

Al Weinstein
Remembered at UN

Colleagues and friends who knew Al Weinstein dur-
ing the 47 years that he served the United Nations
gathered January 21 for a memorial service at the
Church Center for the United Na-
tions, in an event organized by the
UN retirees to honor a much-loved
fellow worker.  The service was
conducted by the president of the
retirees’ association, known as
AFICS, and it featured the world-
renowned UN Singers, tributes by
several colleagues and friends, in-
cluding Helen Roht of Roosevelt
Island, whose elegy to Al was
printed in the program.  Messages
were read from officials of the UN, including Kofi
Annan, former Island resident and now UN Secretary-
General.  The tribute by Roht follows:

Jeremiah J. Shea, Jr.
Jeremiah J. Shea, Jr. (“Jerry”), a 16-yr. resident of Roosevelt Island,

passed away January 28 as a result of heart disease.  He was 79.  He was
a native New Yorker and was well-known to Roosevelt Islanders.  He
worked as an electrician with over 25 years service at Bloomingdale’s.
He served in World War II for 5 years with honors.  He is survived by
two twin daughters here on Roosevelt Island (Janet and Jean), another
daughter (Joan) and twin grandsons in Chicago, and nieces and nephews
in Albany, in North Carolina and in Massachusetts.

Jerry lost his beloved wife Eleanor, to Alzheimer’s disease in Nov.
’97.  Both Jerry and Eleanor loved Roosevelt Island (as do their daugh-
ters).  Janet, Jean and Joan Shea are so thankful that their mom and dad
were able to live out their last years in such a great community.  They
also wish to extend their heartfelt gratitude to all those here on the Island
who have given their help and their hearts to all of them.

I don’t get it.  I do not get it.  It’s not as if we, the residents, just sit idly
by, cocooned in our passivity, paying no attention to RIOC’s effect on
the Island.  It’s not as if we haven’t demonstrated effective community
action over and over again.  It’s not as if they’d got away with it just one
time, just once, mind you, so they knew the taste of victory and just had
to try again.  Nope.  None of that.

Well, here we go again.  Once more, the management of RIOC has
taken a shot at slipping through a deal: this time not only to convert the
mini-schools to luxury condominiums, but, while they’re at it, to raise
the school buildings to a second story, blocking out the river view from

several Island House and
Westview apartments.
Naturally, they have not
gone through any of the le-
gal steps necessary to do so.

There are many, many
questions.  For instance, the
proposed condominium is
on land leased to Island
House, Westview and
Rivercross.  They violate

the Master Plan regarding use, which says that space such as this should
be used for a public purpose.  RIOC’s “done-deed” notice is legally de-
fective and violates due process rights.  They have failed to hold any
public hearing on the matter, and have failed to seek or obtain release
from the proper involved parties.

These aren’t obscure technicalities; they are the bread and butter daily
duties of such an agency with even minimal competence.  This is large
scale buffoonery, and puts me in mind of the Pink Panther, or better yet,
Jimmy Breslin’s Gang That Couldn’t Shoot Straight.

Although, of course, Albany bears the final responsibility for this lot,
I personally have come to believe that what is going on here was never
the Governor’s specific intention.  If Albany wanted to send us a crook,
they would have sent us a competent crook.  If they genuinely intended
that the place just go to hell, they could easily have managed that insidi-
ously and much would have been accomplished before we ever caught
on.

Who would ever have thought that this
tiny little place, that most New Yorkers
don’t even know exists, could be misman-
aged into public notoriety?  Who would
have thought that these 3,000-some apart-
ments could so consume the time of DHCR
management, which is responsible for over
1.2 million rental units (amongst many,
many other things), or of our elected City
officials..

Because of the publisher’s deadline con-
straints, I’m writing this before the RIOC
Board meeting, which I’m sure will be cov-
ered elsewhere in The WIRE, and before
Gifford Miller’s Wednesday night public
meeting on future planning for the Island.

I’m confident that the Board will move the mini-school matter over to
their new Planning Committee where sanity will reign.  They shouldn’t
have to.  None of this should be necessary.

Meanwhile, by the way, all this rain is clearly demonstrating that the
Motorgate repairs were no more effective than anything else done by
RIOC.  If this record precipitation doesn’t drop back down to normal,
we stand in real danger of the unrepaired Main Street caving in, or the
roof of Blackwell House or the roof of the Chapel going.

Well, there are only 54 days left ’til Spring.  There’s one good thought.

Free River Music
Jazz Tuesday Night

Cassie Dragt
Jazz vocalist Monika Brand and her ensemble will present
a program of original compositions and classic jazz as part
of the River Music concert series at 8:00 pm Tuesday,
February 16, at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Admission is free.  The concert is present in cooperation
with the Carnegie Hall Neighborhood Concerts.

by Judith Berdy
Watching Father Adde perform evening mass, you might note his easy

ways and lilting accent.  A native of Silesia (now Poland and Eastern
Germany), Father Joachim von Kerssenbrock – Father Adde to his pa-
rishioners – emigrated to the United States over 40 years ago.  As a
young Jesuit, he studied in his homeland and then worked in England
and Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe).  He now lives in the Bronx and is the
administrator of the St. Boniface Society, which raises funds for churches
in eastern Europe.

Father Adde delivers a brief sermon, while making good points.  Do
we make a life-long effort to practice our love of God to each other?  Do
we love each other or just love our own?

Father Adde says he enjoys ministering on Roosevelt Island.  He has
been our back-up priest for over 20 years.  Currently, he is here on Satur-
day evenings and Sunday mornings for mass.

Father Adde Serving Island Catholics

Where shall we find such a good man and true?
His every thought was from the heart,
He saw in man the better part.
When life fell short, he showed no rancor;
His faith in people was his anchor.
His well of hope never ran dry,
Even when death would life deny.
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Queensboro Hardware, Inc.
Full Service Hardware Store

Keys Made
Lock Work

Glass & Plexiglass cut to size
Ready-Made and Custom Shades and Blinds

Shelving Cut to Size
Lamps Rewired and Repaired

1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st
just stejust stejust stejust stejust steps frps frps frps frps from the om the om the om the om the TTTTTrrrrramamamamam

838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / Fax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098



Satellite imagery by U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey
March 13, 1995

See keyed map, page 10
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Saturday, February 27, 1999
546 Main Street � Senior Center

10 AM - 5 PM

This event organized through the Department of Community Relations has been made possible by Housing Management, Roosevelt Island Senior Association,

PS/IS 217 PTA, and the Collective Artists� Expo.  For further information call Marilyn Engstler, Director of Community Relations, at (212) 838-4747.

When Welfare Island was renamed
Roosevelt Island in 1973 a public commit-
ment was made by the Mayor and Governor
that a memorial to FDR would be built on
land then designated and set aside for that
purpose.  The Roosevelt Institute, supported
by funding from the Rockefeller Brothers
Fund, engaged the services of Louis Kahn,
one of the truly great architects of this cen-
tury, to design the memorial.   He finished
the design in 1974 and died just months later.
The design has been lauded as “one of the
noblest unbuilt projects in New York” by The
New York Times.  It is one of only three Louis
Kahn designs not yet built. No Louis Kahn
structures have ever been built in New York.

Then came the financial crisis of New
York City and the project was put aside.  In
1985 Governor Cuomo appointed a commis-
sion led by Robert Wagner and Louis
Lefkowitz to review the proposed memorial.
Their commission strongly endorsed the site
and the design.

Because of continuing fiscal difficulties,
federal, state and city funding was not avail-
able at that time, but progress continued to
be made toward the realization of the Me-
morial.  The ruins of the old city hospital at
the southern end of Roosevelt Island, which
were in dangerous condition and impeded
access to the site of the Memorial, were taken
down.  And in 1994, RIOC filled, shaped
and graded the site of the Memorial in accor-
dance with Kahn’s design.  It had also planned
to rebuild the sea walls around the Memorial
site before its capital budget was cut.

Since the Roosevelt Institute put up the
funding for the design, we have a continu-
ing interest, as does the architectural com-
munity, to try to see that this memorial is
built.  We think that this endeavor will re-
quire a public/private partnership, which, in
these more prosperous times, we believe can
be organized.

When RIOC publicized a Request for Pro-
posals to develop Southpoint Park, the resi-
dents of Roosevelt Island, as well as other
New York City residents concerned about
the development of designated open space,
were quite upset.  As an interested party in

the Louis Kahn FDR Memorial, we, too,
were concerned about RIOC’s plans.  I con-
tacted Dr. Blue and met with him twice last
spring – the second time with the architects
and engineers who assumed responsibility
for the project upon Louis Kahn’s death – to
present to Dr. Blue the Kahn design.  We
impressed upon him the historical, cultural
and artistic import of constructing the Louis
Kahn memorial and as Dr. Blue had indi-
cated that he would be allocating funds to
the building of sea walls, we strongly urged
him to build them in a manner comporting
with Kahn’s plans.  We discussed the possi-
bility of a public/private partnership to ac-
complish the Memorial purpose.  No com-
mitments were made by Dr. Blue or myself,
not by RIOC nor FERI.

I have not met with Dr. Blue nor have I
discussed Southpoint Park with him by tele-
phone, correspondence or in any other man-
ner since.  Therefore I was concerned to read
the article in the RIOC newsletter, which
states that the Kahn memorial is “too pas-
sive” for the site and then states, “...devel-
opers agreed to collaborate with Ambassa-
dor William vanden Heuvel on a Memorial
for FDR on Southpoint.”  I have never met
with any developers.  I have never had any
discussions that would permit such a statement.
The Roosevelt Institute is committed to the
execution of the Louis Kahn design.  In our
judgment, New York State, New York City and
RIOC should feel the same commitment.

The Roosevelt Institute has always worked
with RIOC and the residents of Roosevelt
Island to accomplish the original objective
of the Memorial.  We believe that the Louis
Kahn memorial would be a cultural and his-
torical contribution to Roosevelt Island, to
New York City and to New York State.  Our
commitment is to the Kahn project.  We have
not abandoned this project, as the article sug-
gests, to partners with developers to create
some other memorial to FDR on some ran-
dom portion of Southpoint Park as yet un-
determined.  The Institute has received an
angry response from Island residents who
were misled by the article and were con-
cerned that we had compromised our historic
commitment.  We have not.

So that the record is straight, let me make
clear again that no representative of the

Roosevelt Institute has ever met or spoken
with potential developers of Southpoint Park,
nor is there any sort of agreement whatso-
ever between the Roosevelt Institute and
developers.

I hope to see the Louis Kahn memorial to
FDR on the southernmost tip of the Island.
So do the residents of Roosevelt Island.  It
took 40 years after the Congress approved it
to finally build the FDR Memorial in the
nation’s capitol.  It is now the most popular
visitors’ attraction in Washington.  To com-
bine a great art work with a memorial to a
New Yorker who became the greatest presi-
dent of the 20th century is a noble objective
that requires open, candid communication
between the parties whose involvement is
necessary to bring it about.

William J. vanden Heuvel
President

Letters  from page 2

bonanza, but without community assent to
what they plan, they have site rights tied up
in a bundle of troubles.

• Blue put Rivercross through two years
of privatization planning, only to have its
Board learn, at the end, that Blue couldn’t
make the deal he claimed he could.  Money
was wasted.  Time was lost.

• During his time among us, Blue made a
serious effort at disrupting the warm com-
fort between the races here.  Untainted by
any hint of real skill, he tried to spend the
coin of his skin color.  Only a few followed
him down that path, but still, some time will
pass before the cracks he put into racial re-
lations will be fully repaired and trust re-
stored without its hint of reserve.

• He made neglect and deterioration a
maintenance policy.  Below the surface, and
above, there’s a mess.

• He so ripped relations between the resi-
dents of Roosevelt Island and New York
State that there was a 92% vote to get the
State out of Roosevelt Island affairs.  Blue’s
performance confirmed the importance of
continuing on that path.

The list goes on, and on, and on.  Over the
last two years, Blue wrote himself into the
dictionary definition of failure.

Observer  from page 2

Unfortunately, as long as Blue reports to
the RIOC office, there will be a need to guard
against the kind of destructive lashing out
that is characteristic of a wounded animal.
While his staff continues to admire his
emperor’s new mantle of office, doing his
bidding, he still has the power to screw things
up – at least the short-term administrative
things that remain within his narrowly de-
limited power.

So he should pack up his new clothes and
what remains of his dignity, declare himself
a success, and go on his way.  A long vaca-
tion, perhaps.  Maybe North Korea.

But in terms of Roosevelt Island’s fu-
ture, and where we go from here, he is not
a factor.  Any real change will await his
actual physical departure, of course.  A
genuine effort at rebuilding will be set
aside until the Governor shows how he will
play his hand in setting up something in-
terim as a transition between Blue and the
self-governance Islanders have come to ac-
cept as the only truly workable future for
their home ground.

But as far as Blue is concerned, the fat lady
may now take center stage and begin the first
chorus of Bye Bye Blue.

DL

Support
The WIRE’s

advertisers...
Every little

mention helps



Family.
Come on in.

752-1517

Michael Caterina

TommyAli Gus
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The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Feb. 13, 1999 • 9

Shaku Hassan

SalimIgnasio

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

is at 8:00 pm on February 17th
in the Community Room downstairs at the Church

Join us for music from our Choir, the message and ashes.

And also join us for our other regular activities, programs and services.

Each Sunday Morning:

8:30 am � Youth Choir Practice
8:45 am � Donuts and milk for Sunday School Students
9:00 am � Sunday School begins - classes for everyone from Tots to Teens
9:50 am � Vicar�s prayers: quiet meditation prior to our service.

10:00 am � our regular Morning Worship service.

Join us each Tuesday evening at 8:00 pm
for our Bible Fellowship group as we learn and grow in the Gospel.

The Church of the Good Shepherd is a Protestant,

Episcopal Ecumenical Family of God for all believers and seekers.

For more information on Church of the Good Shepherd services and

activities contact the Rev. Oliver Chapin, (212) 486-0529

THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
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by Matthew Katz
A subway for Second Avenue is “an idea

whose time has come,” according to politi-
cians who convened a forum on the subject
at the end of January.

The new line would serve Roosevelt Is-
land through a connection with the Q line at
Lexington Avenue and 63rd Street, and re-
lieve rush-hour congestion on the Lexing-
ton Avenue line, which often operates at
126% of designed capacity.

A packed house attended the session at
Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, called by
Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia
Fields.  Another forum, on alternatives for
financing the subway expansion, is planned
by Representative Carolyn Maloney for
March 30.  That session will take place at
6:00 p.m. at the Hunter College School of
Social Work.  Maloney told those attending,
“The MTA must come up with their five-
year budget this year, so this is a critical year
to get them to include this.”

Fields said she had assurances of support
for a subway expansion from State Senator
Roy Goodman, Governor George Pataki, and
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.  No matter which
plan might be adopted, she said, it would
provide a major boost for the 116th Street
shopping mall in East Harlem, and would
serve the 19,000 additional riders resulting
when the Long Island Rail Road is linked to
the Lexington Avenue line at Grand Central
Station.

Background
Congressmember Maloney presented a

short history of the Second Avenue project,
which was first proposed in the 1920’s to
replace the Second and Third Avenue el-
evated railways when they were torn down.
The idea was revived in 1968.  Bonds were
issued.  Ground was broken in 1972 – but in
1975 funds were diverted to save the 50-cent
transit fare.

Maloney stressed her view that funding for
a project must come from all levels of gov-
ernment.  She said State Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver and Senate Minority Leader
Martin Connor have been supportive of the
idea.

Maloney rejected the idea of terminating
the new line at 63rd Street with a link to the
N and R trains, saying that the project must
serve a now-underserved Lower East Side,
as well.

City Councilmember Gifford Miller dis-
cussed the rapid growth on Manhattan’s East
Side, saying a Department of Transportation
study of job growth projections predicts
some 600,000 new jobs in the City, produc-
ing some 400,000 added subway trips in the
Central Business District – all by the year
2020.  Miller said, “This City will perish if
we don’t continue to grow,” and asserted the
City must provide new infrastructure to meet
the new growth, and find other ways to in-
vest in itself.  He urged those attending to

hold their local politicians accountable for
making the plan a reality.

Alternatives
Two plans were presented at January’s

meeting – one by the Regional Plan Asso-
ciation (RPA), and the other from the MTA’s
Manhattan East Side Alternatives (MESA)
study.

Jeffrey M. Zupan of the RPA presented
its MetroLink plan, a comprehensive project
providing capacity for 240,000 AM-peak
riders entering Manhattan every day.  The
RPA proposal envisions using new and ex-
isting tunnels, Amtrak rights-of-way in the
Bronx, and LIRR tracks in Brooklyn.  It
would provide subway access for the Upper
East Side, East Village, Lower East Side,
North Bronx (including Coop City) and
Southeast Queens where none has existed
before.  The plan incorporates service to
Kennedy Airport, providing a one-seat 32-
minute ride from Grand Central.  It would
be completed by 2013 at an estimated cost
of $13 billion.

A member of Fields’ staff, Timothy
Forker, presented the MTA’s MESA study.
(The MTA was said to have declined an in-
vitation to send a representative to the ses-
sion.)  The plan offers three alternatives:  a
$3.5 billion plan for a Second Avenue sub-
way from 125th Street to 63rd Street, con-
necting to the N and R lines; combining the
new subway with a surface light-rail line
going across 14th Street and down to City
Hall; and a no-build plan including bus ex-
tensions, new routes, and designated bus
lanes.

Questions
Asked about the disruption resulting from

subway construction, the RPA’s Zupan said
that while the existing tunnels on Second
Avenue had been build by open trench, a dis-
ruptive method, modern technology involves
deep-bore drilling, coming to the surface
only at station locations.  He said it will re-
sult in much less hassle for Second Avenue
residents and visitors.  At one mile per year,
the three miles of construction on Second
Avenue would take three years.  Based on
engineering experience in Paris, Oslo, Cairo,
Sydney and other ongoing and completed
projects, he said, the first segment could be
ready by 2008, with the full project com-
pleted in another five years.

Linda Heimer, the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents Association Vice President for Govern-
ment Relations, complained to the panel that
Roosevelt Island has been discriminated
against on transportation for some time.  The
Q line was not linked to any East side subway,
she said, and the Tram continues to be the only
form of mass transportation in the City with-
out the Metrocard.  She expressed hope that
the Second Avenue Subway will be linked with
the Q line, and was assured it would.
Councilmember Miller called the lack of
Metrocard for the Tramway “an outrage.”

General Manager Doryne Isley told the
Board, “Until there is a memorandum of
agreement between [Lucido and Wilson], it
is premature for the Board to give RIOC au-
thorization to enter into a lease agreement
with Wilson.”  Isley listed a series of con-
cerns:  air rights, views, the AVAC load, con-
tributions to public safety, and more.  She
called a RIOC threat to use condemnation
proceedings against the property involved
“the bully approach [that] would only lead
to legal conflict and further the division of
RIOC and the community.”

The mini-schools matter was removed
from Thursday’s RIOC agenda.  DHCR
Commissioner Joseph Lynch, who chaired
the meeting, ordered that efforts be made in
the next 30 days to inform the community
about the plan before placing it on the RIOC
agenda again.

go I’m working seven days a week here.”
Ali explained that with the expanded su-

permarket on the Island selling greeting
cards, what used to be his best business is
now practically dead.  “They sell nearly ev-
ery single thing I have in my shop.  When
we opened this shop many years ago, we
were promised the exclusive right to sell
greeting cards and stationery here.  But they
have now gone back on that promise.”

The Stationers shop, which opens at 6:30
a.m. on weekdays and at 7:00 a.m. on Sun-
days, sells much more than greeting cards
and stationery.  Adults come in for newspa-
pers, cigarettes, lottery tickets, gift items and
wrappings, and magazines.  But, “We don’t
sell dirty magazines,” the devout Muslim told
me.  Children crowd around the candy and
school-supplies counters every weekday be-
fore and after school.  “We had to remove
the video game machines that we formerly
had in the back of the store, too many argu-
ments and fights over them.”

Ali Khan was born in Hyderabad, India.
He was nine years old when his father died,
leaving a large family poverty-stricken.  As
a young man Ali traveled across the Arabian
Sea to Oman to seek work, but work in a gas
station was all that was available to him.
“Oh, the terrible heat that radiated from the
adjacent highway,” Ali exclaimed as he re-
membered life in that country along the coast
of southeast Arabia.

In 1984 an older brother living in the
United States agreed to be his sponsor so that
Ali could obtain the necessary “green card”
to be able to work in this country.

Ali and his wife, Ayesha, have three chil-
dren: a son, Zakir, age 10, and two daugh-
ters, Hafsa, age 7, who is named after the
prophet Mohammed’s wife, and Hajira, age
3, after the prophet Abraham’s wife.  Ali told
me that both the Old and New Testament
prophets figure in the Islamic religion.  “But
we believe that Mohammed was the last and

Laundry Room Break-Ins
Continue to Plague Eastwood

A laundry room break in at Eastwood/540 last week brought the tally of such incidents in
1999 to two.  There were five such break-ins in 1998.

In the most recent incident, the burglary occurred in early morning hours when the laun-
dry room was locked.  The perpetrators appear to have gained access by stopping the eleva-
tor at the floor and forcing its doors open.  Tops were ripped off washers to gain access to
the machines’ coin boxes.

Housing Management is making plans to put video cameras in all laundry rooms.

Planned Second Avenue Subway
Would Serve Island’s Commuters

This map of Roosevelt Island serves as a key to the satellite imagery on pages 6 and 7.

final prophet and we follow his teachings of
total submission to the will of God.  That is
what being a Muslim means.

“Those people in other parts of the world
who blow up buildings and kill innocent
people are terrorists, they are giving good
Muslims a bad name.”  During Islam’s holy
month of Ramadan, “we cleanse our souls
by fasting and prayer.”  A Festival called Eid
is celebrated on the last day of Ramadan.  It
fell on January 19th this year – that’s why
the Stationers Shop was closed.

“Are all of your helpers from India too?”,
I asked him.  “All except one.  I’m sure
you’ve seen Wesley Koval, who works here
on Saturdays and Sundays putting the news-
papers together.  He began to work here six
years ago as a very young boy.  Now he is a
tall teenager and a very reliable and good
worker.  I’m afraid it will be a few years
before my 10-year-old son, Zakir, will be
able to come and help me in the shop,” he
said.

Then he added, looking worried again, “If
I last that long.”

Khan from page 1

Mini-Schools from page 1

advance consideration of the Sportspark site
one notch has two practical functions:  It dem-
onstrates to Engel-Burman that its eldercare
idea enjoys acceptance here, and it gives the
company leverage with Related, which might
be more willing to loosen up on the Southtown
site if faced with the possibility of a 31-story
structure, just south of the Queensboro Bridge,
overshadowing Related’s buildings at
Southtown.

Eldercare from page 1
If built as proposed, the facility would have

450 units – 150 assisted living, and 300 inde-
pendent living.

RIRA President Patrick Stewart expressed
concerns about cost, saying he favors a facility
affordable for the Island’s residents.  Figures
quoted on monthly cost range from $2,500 a
month to just under $5,000.

Mammina described the plans as “extremely
preliminary.”  The next official step is for new
committees formed by DHCR Commission Jo-
seph Lynch to consider the eldercare site.



BABYSITTER (live-out) needed to work Monday-Friday, 8-6,
occasionally later.  One infant on Roosevelt Island.  Call 750-1897.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY meets every first
Wednesday of the month at 7:45 p.m., Island House Community Room.
All welcome.  Bring your pictures.  For more information, call Ghila,
752-5034

NORDICTRACK PRO MODEL – Includes electronics package – $750
list.  Like new.  Asking $500 or best offer.  Call Sherie or Matt, 935-
7534

CLEANER WANTED – for Island Kids classroom Mon-Fri 1 hr each
morning.  Please contact Kathleen 832-8789

ACUPUNCTURE ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND – NYS license, treating
low back pain, headaches, joint pain, anxiety, depression, menstrual/
menopause symptoms, chronic asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and
more.  Barbara Pittman  388-7313

INDEPENDENT BROKERS NEEDED – Show people how to save up
to 80% on dental work.  This is not insurance.  Incredible Home-Based
business.  Call 800-675-5155, access code 01.

SOOO CHIC!  Personal Shopper, Wardrobe Consultant, Designer
clothes, wholesale-priced.  Goldie Harris, 838-3979

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing
registration for dance  and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or
period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island.  Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend
sitting also.  Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on RI.  My home or yours.  References provided.
Eugenie (212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift
certificate available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212)
935-7510.  Beeper 1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

SHAPE UP! – Chronically heavy on your feet?  Or just too many holiday
treats?  Now that you’ve had your culinary fling, come join us and get
ready for Spring!  Register for Weight Watchers Series II (10 Tuesdays,
6:30-7:30 p.m. at the Senior Center).  Call Marilyn Engstler at 838-
4747 for more information.

BURN CALORIES while watching the stove, the kids, or a game on
TV – Sierra Aerobic Conditioner by Fitness Master exercises upper
and lower body (same principle as Nordic Track).  Includes electronic
motivation device (tracks miles, calories burned, speed, etc.).  Sturdy
and folds away neatly.  Few years old but little-used.  Originally $500.
Asking $125 or best offer.  Call (212) 832-3456

CLOSET SPECIALIST – Designs, Accessories, Installations.  Double
your closet  space.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214

Unclassified
751-8214

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm, M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D.....
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice Hoursssss
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
W ednesday & Friday • 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

W e provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

B R AB R AB R AB R AB R ACESCESCESCESCES
AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!
WWWWW e offe offe offe offe offer free orer free orer free orer free orer free orthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to chil-hil-hil-hil-hil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Rooseveltveltveltveltvelt

Island.Island.Island.Island.Island.
Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call for an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

DrDrDrDrDr..... Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff

200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW ..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street
212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285

501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street
212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7

**Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment**

Got Teeth?Got Teeth?Got Teeth?Got Teeth?Got Teeth?

WIRE sports reporter position still open
If you’re interested in handling this valuable volunteer contribution to the
Roosevelt Island community, or would like to propose a candidate, please call
826-9055.



Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace Tiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux Finishes

All AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll Accessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented

Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen Levy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator
531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners
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40’s-80’s EAST •  Luxury Buildings

CONDO SPECIALIST
ALL SIZES – STUDIOS-4BRs

All with Health Clubs • Most with Balconies
Contact:  Folorunso Funmi Akpata

(212) 753-3313 x 309 • Fax (212) 753-4333
The Prudential MLBKaye International Realty

Listen to what ROOSEVELT ISLAND RESIDENTS

have to say about MONTAUK CREDIT UNION!
“The service is personalized. Not only do I NOT get charged monthly to have a checking account (like most banks do), but I
actually earn interest on my checking account. I never waited more than 2 minutes on line to see a teller. The best banking move
I’ve ever made was to switch to MONTAUK C.U.!”

-Damon LaScot
“The commercial banks charge for many items such as having a low balance in your account. The interest rate at banks are lower
than the Credit Union rates. The staff at Montauk C.U. are obliging, friendly and courteous. I also enjoyed the annual meeting.”

-Judith Arond
“I joined the Credit Union because I was fed up with CHASE ‘stealing’ my money from me every month because I refused to tie up
money in a non-interest bearing account. I stay because of the friendly and neighborly attention and service.”

-Joan Blumberg

IF YOU’RE NOT A MEMBER OF THE CREDIT UNION, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Montauk Credit Union – Your Financial Neighbor
559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Phone (212) 643-3900, (212) 588-1123

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

1590 York Avenue • 301 East 76th Street
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387) • (212) 734-7051
$30 minimum • Free delivery Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

Ever Clean Litter
All types

Reg. Super Sale
14 lb 11.99 9.99
7 lb 5.99 4.99

while supply lasts


