
in association with Website NYC10044Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper

Vol. 19, No. 12

Next issue:
March 12-13

Saturday, February 27, 1999

Second-Story Expansion

Monday Meeting on Plan
To Convert MiniSchools
Into Luxury Condos

Lynch Names Committee Members

Website NYC10044
Roosevelt Island’s northernmost landmark is once again a lighthouse in every sense of the word.  Newly restored and
reilluminated, it was the centerpiece jewel in the necklace of the Triboro Bridge Wednesday night at dusk.

Thirteen Island residents have
been named to advisory committees
of the RIOC Board by DHCR Com-
missioner Joseph Lynch.  Lynch also
named seven non-residents associ-
ated with RIOC, the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation, or DHCR,
the State’s Division of Housing and
Community Renewal.

Embattled RIOC President
Jerome Blue will be a member of
both committees, which presum-

6:30?
While a 6:30 meeting start

may seem an inconvenience
for many Islanders who are
barely home from work at that
hour, it’s particularly difficult
on Monday for members of the
Island’s Jewish community.
Monday night is the reading of
the Megillah, as part of the
Jewish Festival of Purim.
“These  people [at RIOC] are
unconscious or something,”
Rivercross resident Susan
Haberman complained in a
call to The WIRE.ably will have a stronger role in

advising on Roosevelt Island’s fu-
ture than existing committees of
residents, hand-picked by Blue,
which largely favor his policies.  On
one of the committees, Blue will
find himself serving in an equal ca-
pacity with Patrick Stewart, Presi-
dent of the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents Association (RIRA), who has
led resident opposition to Blue’s
management of Roosevelt Island.

Residents will hear about a plan
to convert the Island’s west-side
mini-schools to luxury condomini-
ums in a meeting Monday at 6:30
p.m. at the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

The plan will add a second floor
to each of the mini-schools.  It ap-
pears to call for fencing off some
surrounding area for exclusive use
by the condo
buyers.

Roosevelt Is-
land Operating
C o r p o r a t i o n
(RIOC) Presi-
dent Jerome
Blue had sched-
uled the matter
for a vote by the
RIOC Board of
Directors two
weeks ago, but
the vote was de-
layed when resi-
dents com-
plained of hav-
ing too little in-
formation, too
late, about the plan.  It is now
scheduled for Board action on
Thursday, March 11.

Prior to RIOC’s February Board
meeting, Blue made technical
drawings available at the RIOC of-
fice and sent a letter to selected
members of the community to ask
for comments.  But the drawings
included no elevation, access was
limited to RIOC office hours, cop-

ies were not readily available, and
comments were due in only a few
days.  Blue’s request for comments
also did not reveal the plan to in-
crease the height of the buildings,
leading some resident leaders to
charge Blue was again engaging in
“stealth development.”

Resident leaders mobilized.  Three
groups – the Residents Association
Planning Committee, the Island
House Ownership Committee, and
the Westview/Island House Task
Force – commented by submitting
questions about the project.

Aside from the concerns about
some views being blocked, the

groups asked questions about the
infrastructure of the adjacent build-
ings and other matters.  Blue re-
sponded with two sheets of answers
that failed to satisfy the groups.  To
the question, “What effect will
smoke from the proposed fireplaces
have on surrounding apartments?”
RIOC responded, “Any fireplaces
and chimneys will be built to New

York City build-
ing code stan-
dards and not
present any dan-
ger to the sur-
rounding ar-
eas.”  While ad-
dressing the
matter of “dan-
ger,” the answer
failed to satisfy
concerns about
use of nearby
balconies.

C o n s c i o u s
that residents
bear the cost of
the Island’s se-
curity force, one

group asked, “What contribution to
Public Safety will be required for
the building owners?”  RIOC’s
complete response was, “The lease
provides for security payments,”
providing no specifics.

RIOC reported that ground rent
for the structures would be “ap-
proximately $250,000.”  Blue has
been seeking ways to turn the
Island’s non-revenue-producing

areas into sources of cash flow.
Other questions and RIOC an-

swers:
• “What... contribution to the

Public Purpose Fund has been
planned?”

“The renovation of the mini-
schools will in itself provide a great
public purpose.  Contributions in
excess of rent would not be appro-
priate considering the size and
scope of this project.”

• “How many existing apartments
will have views blocked and to
what extent?”

Two apartments in Island House

View from the Island House courtyard shows the one-floor mini-school that would
become a two-story structure under the conversion planned by  Diane Wilson of
Corporate Realty Partners.  The line approximates the top of the proposed second
floor.

All-Day Fun:  African Heritage Celebration today (Sat.) 10-5 at 546 Main Street

“I’m giving you one year to come
back with some kind of program
that will respond to our needs.”

The subject was the Island’s Pub-
lic Safety Department, the setting a
DHCR hearing on a rent increase for
Eastwood, and the speaker Ron Vass,
a former RIOC Board member who
was echoing the sentiments of sev-
eral residents who appeared to ask
for more bang for their rental buck –
and for a small increase, if any.

“We in Eastwood contribute
$382,000 a year to Public Safety,”
Vass said.  “The contract we now
have was written 20 years ago.  It
doesn’t cover our needs today.”
Vass was asking for better vertical
patrolling of Eastwood.

“We’re closing laundry rooms.
People are afraid to walk in the
corridors at night.  Hordes of young
men are tramping around.  There
is no Public Safety presence.  When
we holler, an extra guard walks
through for a week or two, then
nothing.”  At this comment, Vass
was applauded by other Eastwood
residents who had come to have
their complaints heard.

Several, who asked that The
WIRE withhold their names, fear-
ing retaliation, spoke of drug deals
in Eastwood hallways.  The Rev.
Oliver Chapin supported their sto-

Committee chairs are members
of the RIOC Board – Frank
Angelino for Capital Planning and
Development, and Frank McKenna
for Strategic Planning.

The committees will meet for the
first time on Wednesday.

Resident members of the Capi-
tal Planning and Development
committee include:

• Patrick Stewart.
• Mary Camper-Titsingh, a re-

tiree who is an active member of the
Maple Tree Group, which has been
forging legislation to give residents
more say in Island management.

• Laurence Parness, a 20-year
Island resident and 30-year em-
ployee of the City Department of
Planning as Director of Technical
Review.  Parness told The WIRE,
“I think I can contribute in a way
that will benefit both the Island and
the State, and the residents.  The
kind of experience I’ve had in re-
viewing projects at City Planning
will support that, both from my pro-
fessional background, and as an Is-
land resident.”

• Mark Diamond, an architect
and long-time resident.

• Byron Gaspard, an elected
delegate to the RIRA Common
Council, who has been critical of
Public Safety’s performance, par-
ticularly in Eastwood.

• Jeffrey Hochman, also a mem-
ber of the RIRA Council, who
works for the City Department of
Design and Construction with re-
sponsibility for City-owned struc-
tures in the health field.  Hochman
teaches urban sociology at
LaGuardia Community College.

Non-resident members, in addi-
tion to Angelino and Blue, are:

• Nancy Reuss, a member of the
RIOC Board.

• Joan Dawson, also on the
RIOC Board.

Resident members of the Stra-
tegic Planning Committee include:Ron Vass, speaking at an Eastwood

Rent Determination hearing earlier this
month.  Vicki Feinmel listened.

Unhappy with Eastwood Safety,
Vass Hints Rent Strike in 2000

ries, saying, “The drug delivery is
very real.”  Another resident
claimed UPS shipments of drugs to
Eastwood are common.  Chapin
said, “People are afraid.”

Vass hinted that he might organize
a rent strike, in a year, if there’s no
satisfactory resolution of the con-
cerns about Public Safety and verti-
cal patrols of Eastwood.  At the same
time, he praised Doryne Isley’s man-
agement team at Eastwood, saying,
“We have never had a better man-
agement group.  We know that things
are better than ever before.”  Vass
asked for a meeting in six months to
hear about progress in improving
Public Safety.

See Lynch, page 6 See Mini-Schools, page 6
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor,
to the community, and to/from officials, and
will consider publication on a Name With-
held basis, but the writer’s name, address,
and telephone number must be provided.
Preferred methods of submission:  PC-
stanard 3.5-inch floppy disk (any word-
processing software now in common use)
left at 531 Main Street for The WIRE; to
72260.20@compuserve.com by ASCII text
e-mail; or typed, double-spaced copy left
at 531 Main Street, or faxed to (212)
755-2540.  Clearly handwritten letters will
be considered.  We cannot take dictation
of letters by telephone.  All letters sub-
ject to editing for length and clarity.

To the Editor:
It’s been three months since Al

Weinstein’s passing, and Roosevelt
Island still doesn’t feel the same.  I
somehow still find myself expect-
ing to see him pop up at some un-
expected moment, ready to shake
my hand, ask me how I’m doing.
“What’s new?”

I was out of the country when he
died, and, sadly, I missed the me-
morial service.

In many ways, Al reminded me
of my own father – both of similar
generation and background – old
world gentlemen in the finest sense,
concerned and compassionate.   Al
really cared about people, and
when he asked how you were do-
ing, he meant it – a rare quality it
seems, these days.

I don’t think I need to go into all

Heartfelt Emotions
The advent of Valentine’s Day saw me ailing and so not

able to write a column for that issue.  Now you are stuck

reading what I had intended to be in that day’s WIRE, plus

some new things that have come up.

First off, greetings were to be expressed to two old friends

who recently have moved off the Island without my being able

to say goodbye to them.  One’s name will be familiar to most of

you, that of Father Joseph Gorman, longtime pastor of St.

Frances Cabrini Church here.

A gentle man, ready to greet everyone on Main Street, usu-

ally by name whether or not a parishioner, and always avail-

able, I’ve been told, when called in time of need.  In my own

case, I looked up one day from a hospital bed to see him stand-

ing there, unsummoned, but a welcome visitor.  We will miss

him.

A Correction Person
For years, Frances Salten has waged a ceaseless war

here to teach both local and national writers and speak-

ers how to use non-gender-specific terms of address.

Many of you probably will recall her rising at Rivercross

shareholder or Town Meetings to remind the person speak-

ing of the politically-correct word that should have been used

for reference.  When Frances volunteered some years ago as a

WIRE proofreader, we welcomed her with open arms.  We open

them with great regret at her departure.  We wish her well.

Don’t Forget Us
Congratulations are in order for Commissioner Joseph

Lynch of DHCR.   We are certain with his new title will come

increased duties greater than those he already faced as an “Act-

ing.”  We hope he still has the time to chair the RIOC meetings

and continue the work his presence here has meant to us.  The

committees forming at his suggestion should give Islanders

more input into what ultimately will be built here.

Don’t You Forget
Have a light breakfast today (Saturday) because there will

be lots of good food to eat at the Senior Center, 546 Main Street.

The occasion marks the official celebration here of Black His-

tory Month.  The festivities start at 10:00 a.m. and continue to

5:00 p.m.  Included are children’s activities, live entertainment,

lectures, a book mart, a percussion workshop, and a Caribbean

food court.

In addition to the RI Senior Association, the sponsors are

Housing Management,  PS/IS 217 PTA and Collective Artists’

Expo.  See you there.

You Never Know
Years ago, an actor friend phoned me from the West Coast

to say that someone he had known while appearing in London

soon would be arriving in Manhattan.  Since it was her first

trip here, he’d told her to call me, for he knew I enjoyed show-

ing visitors around the city.  Okay?  I agreed and asked her

name.  “Muna,” he replied, then added, “Prin-

cess Muna.  She’s the wife of King Hussein of

Jordan.”  That was my initial meeting with

Muna, as she insisted I call her, and a long-

term friendship was established.  Subse-

quently, when she took a house in Connecti-

cut to be close to the school her older son

was attending, Muna invited us to visit her

so we could meet both of her sons.

It was an enjoyable outing and the boys,

Abdullah and Hassan, were typical broth-

ers. Abdullah was the know-it-all adviser to Hassan, a real

charmer even at that early age.  Now, King Abdullah will be

called upon to play both roles:  knowledgeable and charming to

other heads of state if he truly wants to be the peacemaker his

father was.

Welcome Visitors
Pre-Valentine Day cheer arrived at my home in the guise

of Elle Anderson, well-known former bartender at the Back

Page here, and, for some time, The WIRE’s movie critic.  Elle

had traded in both to pursue her own career in films – her

latest, Gloria with Sharon Stone.  Previously, she was in Donnie

Brasco and Thinner.  Next to arrive was my beloved Sarah

with daughter, Yolanda.  Just call me “Grandpa.”

To the Editor:
After the February 10 Town

Meeting with Assemblymember
Pete Grannis, Councilmember
Gifford Miller, and Manhattan Bor-
ough President C. Virginia Fields,
I see only one option for Roosevelt
Island:  Self-governance.  And the
sooner the better.

The only real option left for
Roosevelt Island is to go on its own.
In the past, DHCR and the State of
New York tried to manage
Roosevelt Island as well as they
could, but in the end nothing beats
the residing-owner in managing his
or her own home properly!

Now, after nearly three years of
navigation without a rudder, we
have an empty hull and an impen-
etrable Captain.  This has rendered
all the previous commitments and
rights that DHCR and the State of
New York exercised on Roosevelt
Island, and over Roosevelt Island-
ers, null and void.

That is not to say that DHCR
should not be involved in supervis-
ing, checking and helping a newly-
constituted Roosevelt Island Com-
munity.

But after the Town Meeting and
the absences of both DHCR Com-
missioner Lynch and State Senator
Olga Mendez, I feel doubtful about
the two planning committees cre-
ated by Lynch.  Are they just a bone
thrown to make us wait endlessly
for what we rightly deserve?

I ask every resident of this unique
Island to get involved with the af-
fairs of the Island now, and to help
with the legislation for Island Self-
Governance that Assemblymember
Pete Grannis has prepared.

Managing one’s own home is al-
ways better than leaving it to a

headless, impenetrable, and absent
entity that you did not choose, and
have no power to change when your
house might sink, and you with it.

Laurence-Marie Brodsky

his other outstanding attributes –
they have been written about elo-
quently and extensively by my
neighbors.  I think that he would
have appreciated that – as adept as
he was in articulating for us emo-
tions and causes so deeply felt by
most of us.  He was our voice, af-
ter all, timelessly fighting our
battles for us.

No, Roosevelt Island will never
be the same without Al – but how
fortunate we were to have had him.
Now that he is gone, his long
shadow lingers.  In his memory and
as his legacy, I hope we can con-
tinue along his path – to seek and
find in our everyday lives voices of
compassion, caring, kindness and
respect towards one another, which
can translate into meaningful ac-
tion.  These are the fibers of a
community’s cloth which, if all
pulled together, can strengthen, pro-
tect and enhance each and all of us.

Thank you, Al Weinstein.  You
will live in our hearts.

Deborah Beck
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At the Senior Center
Every week

Mondays
9:00 Stay Well (exercise)

10:00 English as 2nd Language (Beginner)
10:00 Computer Class
12:00 English as 2nd Language (Intermediate)
12:30 Arts & Crafts

Tuesdays
9-10 Korean/English Class

10-11 Blood Pressure Screening
10-11 Free Tax Counseling (also 12:30-4)
12:30 Bingo

Wednesdays
9:00 Stay Well (Stretch)

10:00 English as 2nd Language (Beginner)
11:00 English as 2nd Language (Intermediate)
12:30 Lotto (Games)

Thursdays
10:00 Tai Chi
10:30 Crafts Program
12:30 Movie

Fridays
10-11 English as 2nd (conversation & written)
10:00 Billiards/Pool Table Open
10:00 English as 2nd Language
10:30 Blood Pressure Screening (to 11:30)

Saturdays
7:30 Bingo & Games

Special Events
Sat., Feb 27, 9-4, Black History Month Celebra-

tion, including events throughout the day at the
Senior Center, 546 Main Street.  Live Entertain-
ment, Caribbean Food Court, Storytelling,
Book Mart, Lectures, Percussion Workshop,
Children’s Activities.

Fri., Mar. 5, 10:30, Nutritionist on Eye Health.
Mon., Mar. 8, 10-12, Metrocard Bus
Fri., Mar. 12, 12:15, VNS Choice program for

long term health care at home.

RIRA
President’s
Column

Patrick Stewart

Sat., Feb. 27, 10 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., African-American Heritage Celebration, 546 Main Street (Se-
nior Center), including Caribbean Food Court, Book Mart, special story hour for young children, lec-
tures, videos, dance, and music.

Mon., Mar. 1, 6:30 p.m., RIOC Community Meeting on Mini-Schools Development proposal, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Mon., Mar. 1, immediately following RIOC
Mini-Schools meeting, Maple Tree Group ses-
sion, about 8:00 p.m., PS/IS 217 cafeteria.

Wed., Mar. 10, 7:30 p.m., open meeting of
the Common Council of the Roosevelt Island
Residents Association, Chapel of the Good
Shepherd, downstairs.

Thur., Mar. 11, 11:00 a.m., meeting of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
Board of Directors, Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd.  Future meetings scheduled (all Thursdays)
11:00 a.m. Apr. 8; 7:00 p.m. May 13; 11:00 a.m.
June 10, July 8, August 12, Sept. 9; 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 14; 11:00 a.m. Nov. 11, Dec. 9.  Members
of the community who wish to address the Board
are asked to register in advance by calling 832-
4540.

Fri.-Sat., Mar. 12-13, next issue of The Main
Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Advertising in the pa-
per, Fri., Mar. 5; decision on stuffers for The Bag,
Mon., Mar. 8.  Future issues:  March 27 (Easter
issue); Apr. 10, 24; May 8 (Mother’s Day issue),
22; June 12 (Father’s Day issue); July 3 (Fourth
of July/Fireworks/Business cards issue), 31; Aug.
28 (Labor Day/Back-to-School issue); Sept. 11
(Rosh Hashanah issue), 25; Oct. 9, 23 (Hallow-
een issue); Nov. 6, 20 (Thanksgiving/Business
Cards issue); Dec. 4, 18 (Christmas/New Year
issue); Jan. 8, 22, 2000.  Advertisers wishing to
be included in unscheduled extraextraextraextraextra editions,
without notice at the time, are invited to call
826-9055 to make their interest known.  Phone/
fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; urgent/
breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/fax for ad-
vertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540;
phone/fax to list your Island organization’s event
here without charge, 317-8523.

Mon., Mar. 15, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Historical
Society exhibit opening, Portrait of a Chang-
ing Island:  19th-21st Century Maps; dedica-
tion of Arlene Atkinson Historical Reference
Archive, Cultural Center, 548 Main Street.

Thur., Mar. 25, Precinct-Community Meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m., Senior Center, 546 Main Street.

Compiled by Claire Friendland – phone/fax 317-8523

I realize that not everyone has followed the Island development story
through all of its various twists and turns, so I thought I might lay out a
stripped-down summary so that you, as individual residents, will be pre-
pared to decide whether you wish to become more involved as things
move forward.

There are four entirely separate development projects pending, which
total over one billion, one hundred million dollars. They are, in order of
the likelihood of their happening:  the mini-school conversions, the
Eldercare facility, Southtown, and the development of Southpoint as a
Marriott hotel/resort and conference center.

The school project con-
verts the 3 existing mini-
schools on the west side of
our Island to luxury condo-
miniums.  The development
was originally presented as
a conversion of the existing
structures only, and the re-
cent attempt to add a sec-
ond story to the buildings
will inevitably delay this

project.  But if it does go through, it is likely to happen this year.
The Eldercare facility is currently positioned just south of the

Queensboro Bridge, where Sportspark now stands.  Most of Sportspark
will be demolished and the swimming pool incorporated into the new
building.  The facility consists of a single structure with a 31-story tower.
Construction is estimated for two years plus.

The general sentiment is that this facility would be better placed within
the confines of Southtown, the whole of which extends from the soccer
field just past Rivercross to the open fields just across the street from the
Tram.  The developers of Southtown, however, have shown little enthu-
siasm for this idea.

The development of Southtown has been planned for 20 years.  It was
intended to have been almost a clone of the original development, pro-
viding affordable middle-class housing.  Times have changed, and today
it is slated to become fair market apartment housing, and perhaps condo-
miniums, for approximately 5,000 people.
The construction will happen serially.
When the first building is completed an-
other will be built.  There will be several
buildings in all. Construction will probably
continue for six to eight years, and could
begin as early as this year.

The Marriott project at Southpoint is also
planned to begin with one large 26-story
tower, and then followed by a second twin
tower. Construction is estimated to con-
tinue over a ten-year period.

There are many difficulties facing the
Marriott project, which is the single pro-
posal of the four which RIRA finds wholly
objectionable.  The conversion of parkland
to commercial property would have to be
approved by the Mayor and by the City Council, first of all, and there are
many serious Island traffic issues.  The completed project would offer
no employment opportunities to Island residents, since Marriott provides
its own personnel.

The Southtown construction will have serious infrastructure impact on
the Island, and the current management of RIOC has failed to negotiate
terms whereby the developers would bear the cost of the infrastructure
demands.  This means that RIOC will have to seek agreement that the
State will bear these costs, which will be substantial.  The developers
have flatly refused to consider the use of barges for construction pur-
poses, and would use Main Street instead.

I do not intend here to discuss the relative merits of each of these
projects, many of which have been discussed before, both in my col-
umns and elsewhere in The WIRE.  What I hope to do instead is to ask
you to think about the impact that the daily use of Main Street as a heavy-
construction conveyer belt will have on our community.  Main Street
was, after all, constructed for no vehiclular traffic at all, other than the
small electric mini-busses.  Its original intended use was as a pedestrian
mall. It is constructed over both the water lines and the AVAC system.
Anyone living in an apartment facing Main Street will tell you that the
street has a canyon effect, magnifying noise considerably.

It behooves us, as each of these projects draws closer, to consider
what precautions must be taken to keep our existing community livable
while the Island is developed for the future.

We might, for instance, consider asking the State to provide Queens-
side ferry service for construction trucks and equipment. I’m sure that
many of you can offer additional suggestions. We will need your help
and your support.

Roosevelt Island Seniors celebrated the Asian Lunar New Year at mid-month.  The party, organized by
RISA, was undertaken by the Korean Senior community of Roosevelt Island.  The colorful Lunar New Year
celebration was attended by over 200 Island seniors of many nationalities.

Members of the Island’s Korean community worked hard to make it a memorable evening, sharing the
culture of their homeland and their traditional food with the seniors of other nationalities.

Among the items on the program was the “Sea Bai,” the New Year bow or greeting, performed by young
Korean children dressed in colorful clothing, as well as traditional singing and dancing.  Oak Soon Hong,
“den mother” to the Senior Korean community here, led the party with help from the rest of the Island’s
Koreans.

Korea Central Daily
Mrs. Til Bong Kim, Tae Woo Lee, Kyu Kon Lee; Doryne Isley and Thelma McIntosh of Housing Management; Oak Soon Hong

Island’s Koreans Organize Lunar New Year Event

Guest Shot  Tatiana, the Coler therapy cat (who lets Judith Berdy live with her),
will appear on the Sunday Today programs (local and national) on March 7.  She
has invited Warren Eckstein of the Bide-A-Wee organization to appear with her.
Tatiana cut her publicity teeth with a story in the January 23 issue of The WIRE.
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Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace Tiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux Finishes

All AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll Accessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented

Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen Levy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator
531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Listen to what ROOSEVELT ISLAND RESIDENTS

have to say about MONTAUK CREDIT UNION!
“The service is personalized. Not only do I NOT get charged monthly to have a checking account (like most banks do), but I
actually earn interest on my checking account. I never waited more than 2 minutes on line to see a teller. The best banking move
I’ve ever made was to switch to MONTAUK C.U.!”

-Damon LaScot
“The commercial banks charge for many items such as having a low balance in your account. The interest rate at banks are lower
than the Credit Union rates. The staff at Montauk C.U. are obliging, friendly and courteous. I also enjoyed the annual meeting.”

-Judith Arond
“I joined the Credit Union because I was fed up with CHASE ‘stealing’ my money from me every month because I refused to tie up
money in a non-interest bearing account. I stay because of the friendly and neighborly attention and service.”

-Joan Blumberg

IF YOU’RE NOT A MEMBER OF THE CREDIT UNION, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Montauk Credit Union – Your Financial Neighbor
559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Phone (212) 643-3900, (212) 588-1123

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

1590 York Avenue • 301 East 76th Street
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387) • (212) 734-7051
$30 minimum • Free delivery Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

Ever Clean Litter
All types

Reg. Super Sale
14 lb 11.99 9.99
7 lb 5.99 4.99

while supply lasts

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559



Family.
Come on in.

752-1517

TommyAli

KaieHarry

Barbara
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Shaku Hassan

SalimIgnasio

Caterina

Gus

Alias

With gratitude to God for a life well spent,
The Church Family at The Redeemed Christian Church of God

announces the passing away of our dear sister in Christ:

A short memorial service will be held in

celebration of her life at The Church House on

Sunday, March 21, 1999 beginning at 5:00 prompt.

Family, Friends and Neighbors of the Roosevelt

Island community are all invited to attend this

function in honor of dear sister Pauline.

Pastor Olu Obed

Tel:  (212) 758-6557

The Redeemed Christian Church of God

International Chapel

851 Main Street (near Coler Hospital)

Roosevelt Island, New York

Mrs. Pauline Winckler

Who slept in the Lord on December 25, 1998,

and has since been buried

at her home country of Namibia.

May her good soul Rest in Peace.
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Mount Tom
Day Camp

For Boys & Girls 3-13

Just minutes away to a safe and wonderful experience!
We’ve been serving Manhattan children with excellence for

41 years

For discerning parents ... visit and compare

We are only 20-25 minutes from Roosevelt Island.
Direct and free transportation from Roosevelt Island to our

magnificent school/estate premises.

WE HAVE:  4 pools • animal farm • full tennis program
amphitheater • Japanese art • nature & ecology

music & drama • ballfields • hot lunch • gymnastics
computers • renowned professional staff

Selecting a summer program for your child is one
of the most important decisions you will make as

a parent.  There is a difference.

Call or Write

(914) 636-8130
48 Mount Tom Road, New Rochelle, NY 10805

10 to 6 Tuesday through Thursday
10 to 7 Friday, 9-6 Saturday, 10-5 Sunday

523 Main Street523 Main Street523 Main Street523 Main Street523 Main Street

688-0055688-0055688-0055688-0055688-0055
We speak English, Spanish, & Russian

Make your appointment early forMake your appointment early forMake your appointment early forMake your appointment early forMake your appointment early for
weddings and special occasionsweddings and special occasionsweddings and special occasionsweddings and special occasionsweddings and special occasions

Hair Cut
Highlights
Lowlights
Perms
Relaxer

Ear Piercing
Children�s Haircuts
Gentlemen�s Haircuts
Senior Discount Tues./Wed.

NATIONAL FULL SERVICE

BEAUTY SALON

Mara is back for manicure, pedicure, nail tips & waxing

and two apartments in Westview may have a
slight diminution of view.

• “The proposal has not been reviewed by
RIOC’s Planning Committee (see related
story, page 1).”

“December 11, 1997, the mini-school con-
version proposal was conditionally ap-
proved by the RIOC Board of Directors.”

• David Bauer, organizer of the Maple
Tree Group.  Bauer told The WIRE, “This is
a positive step forward for resident partici-
pation in Island affairs.”

• Robert Chira, an attorney who is a long-
time Island resident.

• Joan Christianson, First Vice President
of RIRA.

• John Miller, a retired United Nations
staffer who has been active in Island affairs.

• Lois Ruderman, a DHCR employee who
managed Rivercross briefly in the early
1980’s.

• Susan Whitaker, Chair of the Roosevelt
Island Council of Organizations, who was
named by Mayor Giuliani (along with Patrick
Stewart) to the RIOC Board of Directors over
a year ago, and recently was invited by Lynch
to attend RIOC Board meetings on a non-
voting basis.

• David Kraut, a former RIRA President
who is currently the only resident with a vote
on the RIOC Board.

Rivercross mini-school, as seen from within the building’s courtyard, would gain a second floor under
the condo conversion plan to be described Monday at a 6:30 p.m. meeting.  RIOC has claimed no
views will be affected in the case of Rivercross.

• “How will additional residences impact
on... the AVAC system?”

“An environmental assessment has been
performed, and there will be no impact.”

The lack of detail in RIOC’s answers pro-
duced strong resistance to any vote on the
project, and led to the scheduling of
Monday’s 6:30 meeting.  In a Thursday con-
versation with The WIRE, RIRA President
Patrick Stewart expressed dismay over

Mini-Schools from page 1

Lynch from page 1
Non-resident members, in addition to

McKenna and Blue, are:
• Darryl Seavey, a member of Lynch’s

staff at DHCR.
• Otis Jones, Lynch’s Deputy, who was

actively concerned with Roosevelt Island
matters until a year ago, when he was as-
signed other duties at DHCR – a move Is-
land activists considered an attempt to get
Jones out of the line of fire when his appar-
ent sympathies for resident concerns ap-
peared to conflict with Blue’s policies.

The Strategic Planning Committee is ex-
pected to focus on Island development, pro-
viding “a consistent, comprehensive, com-
munity-sensitive and economically-feasible
planning process, so that the ... community
may achieve the quality of life and self-suf-
ficiency needed for the Island to prosper,”
according to the original announcement from
Lynch.  Capital Planning and Development
is to “advise the Board [of RIOC] on all plan-
ning and development activities, including
... Southtown, Southpoint, [mini-]schools
conversion, infrastructure, and assisted living.”

Blue’s handling of the matter and recalled
the general acceptance the project had re-
ceived before the two-story plan became
known.  “Jerry Blue does his usual sleaze
thing,” Stewart said.  “He cannot leave well-
enough alone.  He’s always got to get the
extra nickel out of it.”

At this month’s RIOC Board meeting, Is-
land House resident Ken McDermotroe told
the RIOC Board, “We’re very mad.  This

will affect our leaseholds.  No notice was
given to us.  It was an unrealistic deadline.
Three days notice is unreasonable.  This
should be referred to the new planning com-
mittee before you even entertain approval of
it.”

Kitty Berman told the Board, “We re-
ceived a notice under our doors from Doryne
Isley [of Housing Management], dated Janu-
ary 26, and if it hadn’t been for that flyer we
would have received no notice at all.  One
week is too short a notice.”

Please mention The WIRE and thank our advertisers

Technical diagram at left shows second floor
added to the mini-school at Island House.
Developer Diane Wilson of Corporate Realty
Partners says an elevation – an architectural
rendering – will be available for examination at
the community meeting on the project, being held
Monday at 6:30 in Good Shepherd Chapel.



ROOSEVELT ISLAND PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY meets every first
Wednesday of the month at 7:45 p.m., Island House Community Room.  All
welcome.  Bring your pictures.  For more information, call Ghila, 752-5034

OFFICE MANAGER on ROOSEVELT ISLAND position available.  30 hours
daytime, no weekends, long term.  Must be friendly, competent and computer
literate.  Call Dr. Itskowitch at 752-9758

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY will meet March 3 in the Island House
community room at 7:45 p.m.  Bring your pictures, 8x10 or larger, neatly
mounted on light material for possible show on Main Street.  Visit to the
darkroom.  For more information, call 752-5034

LIFEGUARD TRAINING CLASS starting in April at Westview Pool Club.
For more information, call (212) 421-5156

NORDICTRACK PRO MODEL – Includes electronics package – $750 list.
Like new.  Asking $500 or best offer.  Call Sherie or Matt, 935-7534

ACUPUNCTURE ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND – NYS license, treating low
back pain, headaches, joint pain, anxiety, depression, menstrual/menopause
symptoms, chronic asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and more.  Barbara
Pittman  388-7313

INDEPENDENT BROKERS NEEDED – Show people how to save up to
80% on dental work.  This is not insurance.  Incredible Home-Based
business.  Call 800-675-5155, access code 01.

SOOO CHIC!  Personal Shopper, Wardrobe Consultant, Designer clothes,
wholesale-priced.  Goldie Harris, 838-3979

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration
for dance  and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island.  Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend sitting
also.  Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on RI.  My home or yours.  References provided.
Eugenie (212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift
certificate available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

SHAPE UP! – Chronically heavy on your feet?  Or just too many holiday
treats?  Now that you’ve had your culinary fling, come join us and get ready
for Spring!  Register for Weight Watchers Series II (10 Tuesdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. at the Senior Center).  Call Marilyn Engstler at 838-4747 for more
information.

BURN CALORIES while watching the stove, the kids, or a game on TV –
Sierra Aerobic Conditioner by Fitness Master exercises upper and lower
body (same principle as Nordic Track).  Includes electronic motivation device
(tracks miles, calories burned, speed, etc.).  Sturdy and folds away neatly.
Few years old but little-used.  Originally $500.  Asking $125 or best offer.
Call (212) 832-3456

CLOSET SPECIALIST – Designs, Accessories, Installations.  Double your
closet  space.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214

Unclassified
751-8214

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm, M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D.....
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice Hoursssss
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
W ednesday & Friday • 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

W e provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

B R AB R AB R AB R AB R ACESCESCESCESCES
AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!
WWWWW e offe offe offe offe offer free orer free orer free orer free orer free orthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to chil-hil-hil-hil-hil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Rooseveltveltveltveltvelt

Island.Island.Island.Island.Island.
Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call for an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

DrDrDrDrDr..... Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff

200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW ..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street
212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285

501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street
212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7

**Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment**

Cavity?Cavity?Cavity?Cavity?Cavity?
Queensboro Hardware, Inc.

Full Service Hardware Store

Keys Made
Lock Work

Glass & Plexiglass cut to size
Ready-Made and Custom Shades and Blinds

Shelving Cut to Size
Lamps Rewired and Repaired

1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st
just stejust stejust stejust stejust steps frps frps frps frps from the om the om the om the om the TTTTTrrrrramamamamam

838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / Fax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098

Health Plans
Accepted

Aetna/USHeathcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building

Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule

your first appointment
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Charles DeFino, Executive Director, Keisha Atterberry, Beacon Coordinator, Michael Babcock, President, Steve Kaufman, Vice-President, Joyce Mincheff, Editor

        Roosevelt Island Youth Program
               Quality fun for kids of all ages!

The �Q� _____________.

The ______________ minibus.

______________ vacuum disposal.

Take a walk along _________________ Street

We�re surrounded by ______________________.

Grown in Mr. Blackwell�s orchard, __________________.

Place where RI kids have lots of fun!

            Bring to the Youth Center for a treat!

This page is provided through the support of Mayor Rudolph Guliani, Senator Olga Mendez, Manhattan Borough President

C. Virginia Fields, Assemblyman �Pete� Grannis, Councilman Gifford Miller, General Manager Doryne Isley

Fill in the blanks.

Write the first

letter of each word

in the boxes down

below.

.

YOUTH CENTER SWIM PROGRAM
A ROOSEVELT ISLAND SPLASH!
Peering through water-soaked glasses, Vladimir Moraru,

a swim instructor for the Roosevelt Island Youth Center,
queries an eight-year-old Mark Spitz wannabe.  “How many
can you pick up?” Moraru asks, holding up a fistful of col-
orful submersible weights.   The boy signals an ambitious
“four” then splashes both feet over his head to direct his stub-
bornly cork-like body under the water’s surface.  The boy’s
fear of the water disappears as he focuses on the challenge while
Moraru stations himself a reassuring arm’s-length away.

Over 50 children currently participate in the free swim-
ming lessons provided each Saturday at the SportsPark pool.
“I love it!” responds Kristle Pizzari, a 5th grader who lives
in Eastwood, when asked about  her lessons.  “This is my
second class and I’m learning a lot!”  Her younger brother
Kenny eagerly reports on his new-found skill. “I learned the
flutter kick and the jelly-fish float.”  A broad smile bright-
ens his face,  “Oh yeah, I can push off and glide too!!”

Teen Hoops in
Three-Way Tie

Blues defeated Greens this week in a 59-58
squeaker, catapulting them out of the cellar and into
a three-way tie for second place in the teen boy’s
league.

League leaders, the Yellows, enjoy a comfortable 3-
win margin.  The Yellow’s strength centers on Ron
Artest, a 10th grader and the brother of Daniel Artest,
Center Forward for the St. John’s Red Storm.

Play-off games for the teen boys are set for March 18th

at 7:15 and 8:30 p.m.  The championship will be played
at 7:30 p.m.on Monday, March 22nd.  All games are played
at the PS/IS 217 gym.

Edgar Holley, Recreational Director for the Beacon Pro-
gram, coordinates the basketball league for 15-17-year-
old boys each Monday night.  Teams are made up of 8
players with a limited number of openings.

“Most of our students are at Level I and II” says Will
Martinez, Head Swim Instructor for the program.  Martinez
has taught swimming for nearly 20 years and credits swim-

ming with helping him regain  mobility after a serious mo-
torcycle accident.  No stranger to children’s behavior,
Martinez is an Assistant Truant Officer at Martin Van Buren
High School.

Both Martinez and Moraru are Certified Water Safety
Instructors, the highest swimming certification awarded
by the American Red Cross.  Moraru is an accomplished
competitor and a former National Swim Champion from
Rumania where he earned a Master’s Degree in Physical
Education, was a gym instructor, and coached swimming
and water polo. Moraru and his family currently live on
Roosevelt Island.

Participants in the swim program will achieve Red Cross
certification as they pass proficiency testing at various
levels.  Although the current program is filled to capac-
ity, plans are being considered to offer the program again
during the Spring with an expanded enrollment.

High SAT scores aren’t just
for rocket
scientists...

They’re for people
who prepare!

SAT PREP
Conducted by Marymount Manhattan College

in conjunction with the RI Beacon Program
High School SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS, & SENIORS

Call TODAY!
(212) 935-3645

PS/IS 217
Room 209

Every Saturday
through April 24

FREE!

506 Main Street (212) 935-3645


