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Shouts of “Where’s RIOC?”

RIOC Session on Mini-School Conversions
Is a Bust as Residents Walk Out in Protest

Spontaneous Boycott
Over Blue’s Absence

Developer
Will Stay
With Plan by Dick Lutz

RIOC’s Community Forum on mini-school conversion dis-
integrated into open rebellion Monday night.

The meeting, called to inform the community about – and
get community reaction to – the plan to add a second floor
to the mini-schools and convert them into luxury condo-
minium apartments, was chaotic from the start.

As Morse Diesel representative Vincent Arcuri attempted
to call the meeting to order just after 6:30 p.m., there were
immediate shouts, “Where’s Blue?”  This was a reference
to Dr. Jerome Blue, President of the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation [RIOC], who had been ordered to hold a
community information meeting on the mini-schools plan
by Joseph Lynch, Commissioner of the State’s Division of
Housing and Community Renewal.

“Where’s RIOC?” some shouted.  Arcuri tried, more than
once, to explain:
“Morse Diesel
has been hired
to oversee this
process as
Owner’s Repre-
sentative.  I
work for Morse
Diesel.  I am
chairing this
meeting.”  In re-
sponse, there
were shouts:
“No, you’re not.
Where is
RIOC?”

Few attending
were willing to
accept Arcuri as
a stand-in for
RIOC or Blue.
“Get out, get
out!” cried Ri-
chard Donovan.
“This is not the
meeting I gave
up my time for.
RIOC called
this meeting.
RIOC should be
here!”

As the meet-
ing became
more chaotic,
Residents Asso-
ciation President
Patrick Stewart
took the micro-
phone in an at-
tempt to restore
order.  “Dr.
Blue is not
holding this
meeting,” he said.  “He’s not here.  Let us count our bless-
ings.”  The attempt at levity brought laughs from only a few.
Stewart continued, “Yet they [the RIOC Board of Direc-
tors] will try to vote on this on March 11.  We owe it to
ourselves to learn what we can about this project.”  A few
moments later, Rivercross resident Roy Eaton made a simi-
lar plea.

But few of the 130 residents attending were sympathetic.
Even the Residents Association First Vice President, Joan
Christianson, rejected Stewart’s suggestion.  “If we stay here,
they can say they’ve had their community meeting.  What
we should all do now is leave, so that there is no meeting.”
Several people picked up a chant:  “Everybody leave!  Ev-
erybody leave!”

Most did.
A few stayed, but not for a formal meeting.  They looked

“Luxury residences repre-
sent the highest and best use
in a residential community,
and they would increase the
overall value of the existing
housing.”

After Monday night’s
meeting, in which she was
unable to make a planned
presentation on her plans,
developer Diane Wilson
spoke with The WIRE.  She
claims her plans will have a
strong positive effect in the
community, at little cost in
residents’ views.

“I don’t know the politics
here,” she said.  “I’m disap-
pointed that I wasn’t able to
give factual information re-
garding the proposed con-
version.  I don’t know why
events unfolded the way they
did.”

Wilson said that she has
not yet reached the limit of
her willingness to pursue this
project.  RIOC has her bond
of $50,000 or more, and she
says she has invested over
half a million dollars in the
plan, for engineering studies
and architectural work.

Under the plan, each of
three mini-schools — at
Rivercross, Island House,
and Westview — would be
turned into five or six private
residences.  Each mini-
school would get a partial
second-floor addition for
master bedrooms, resulting
in units of 2500 to 3500
square feet.

Wilson says the impact
would be minimal, and
mostly positive.  She says
that skylights now on the Is-
land House mini-school, for
example, extend four feet,
seven inches above the roof,
and block the views of Island
House residents.  “The sec-
ond-floor ceiling would go
about eleven feet above the
roof line,” Wilson says, and

they would be positioned to
avoid disruption of sight
lines.

“In Rivercross, of the 400
units I would have some im-
pact on a few units, one way
or the other.  Right now they
have trees and the garden
[blocking views].  There are
already existing obstructions

of foliage.”
Morse Diesel representa-

tive Vincent Arcuri, who
joined Wilson for a conver-
sation with The WIRE, said
of the Island House impact,
“These second floor addi-
tions are less obtrusive than
the existing skylights, and in
some cases open up better

Before, After  The Island House mini-school profile would change as shown under Developer Diane Wilson’s condo plan.

6:35 – 140 present as Vincent Arcuri started
the meeting.

6:45 – As anger mounted, residents started
heading for the doors.

6:55 – A few remained, chatting or viewing
drawings at the front of the room.

Website NYC10044
Richard Donovan angrily protested the absence of any RIOC staff at Monday night’s meeting.

view corridors.  They only
affect the sight lines in four
locations.”

Asked about hostility aris-
ing from Roosevelt Island’s
charter as a community of
affordable housing, Arcuri
said, “What’s been missing
here is the high end.  The six-
teen [residences proposed]
will not overpower the in-
come mix here.”  Wilson
agreed:  “From what I read
of the master plan, this Island
was supposed to be mixed-
income, not just exclusively
for moderate or low or
luxury.  It was supposed to
mimic the same demograph-
ics [as the rest of the City], a
blend of all classes.”

“Was it appropriate for
you to represent RIOC to-
night?” The WIRE asked
Arcuri.  “As I understand the
charge given at the last
Board meeting,” Arcuri re-
sponded, “it was my duty to
conduct this public informa-
tion session tonight whereby
the proposed developer
could present her proposal
and respond to any questions
or comments from the com-

“Developers Hung Out to Dry”
“This is like the Mayor calling and Town Hall Meeting and

not bothering to show up,” said James Kaufman after Monday
night’s aborted community meeting.  Kaufman, an attorney and
active Republican, has grown increasingly disillusioned with
the management performance of Republican Governor George
Pataki’s appointee, RIOC President Dr. Jerome Blue.

Kaufman later viewed the situation from a lawyer’s view-
point:  “It strikes me that once again a developer has been hung
out to dry by Jerry Blue.  This has been evident in every pro-
posed development to date.  A builder is enticed by promises
that RIOC cannot deliver on – ‘approvals are in place,’ or ‘vari-
ances to the General Development Plan are not needed,’ or ‘the
Board has approved the development,’ or ‘it’s on the agenda
for the next Board meeting’ – all of which were detrimentally
relied on by the builder to spend more money ‘past the point of
no return,’ to keep pouring good money after bad.”

Kaufman’s use of the phrase, “detrimentally relied on,” is a
lawyer’s way of saying the developers involved may have
grounds for legal action against RIOC to recover their costs,
having counted on RIOC’s representations about progress.

“If there is a purveyor of fraud and deceit,” Kaufman contin-
ued, “it is almost obvious that the blame resides with RIOC,
not the developer.”

See Protest , page 2

See Wilson , page 2
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United, We Stand
at a display of architectural renderings that developer
Diane Wilson of Corporate Realty Partners had
brought to show the scope of her plan.  Some argued
with her or with the architectural team from Fifield
Piaker & Associates.  “You’ll never build it,” said Milt
Marcus as he spoke with an an architect.  “The com-
munity won’t allow it.  We’ll put every possible legal
roadblock in your way.”

RIRA President Stewart commented later in the
evening, “I was really proud of all the people who
were there, who have had just about enough of all this,
that they said, ‘Screw it, and we’re walking out.’”

Stewart continued, “RIOC’s not being present was
unconscionable.  To put the onus on Morse Diesel
and Diane Wilson was about as bad form as I’ve ever
seen, in business or otherwise.  Blue has strung these
people along, just as he has the eldercare developers,
unfairly, probably without having them informed.  He’s
not just unfaithful to his responsibilities to residents;
he’s doing the same thing to the
developers.  They have been led
down the primrose path.”

“I felt offended and I felt ev-
erybody there should be of-
fended,” Richard Donovan com-
mented later.  “I had prepared a
speech on my feelings about the
development, and I realized that
there was nobody from RIOC
except [RIOC Board member
David] Kraut, who was unwill-
ing to stand for RIOC.”

Kraut himself told The WIRE
as the meeting broke up,
“People’s anger was predictable.
They expected Blue and found
that he and the rest of the admin-
istration was not here, and they
were furious.  I don’t know why
anybody should be surprised
they’re angry.”  Asked how he
felt about Blue’s absence, Kraut
said, “I’ll respond with a ques-
tion:  How do you think the
meeting would have gone had he
been here?  I don’t know the answer to that.”

Kraut was asked if he thinks the project can be sal-
vaged, given the community’s anger.  “I’m not going
to comment on this project right now.  I’m going to
discuss what happened here tonight with the [DHCR]
Commissioner and others and see if we can share a
sense of what’s possible.”

Shirley Margolin, a longtime resident
who has served on Community Board 8,
told The WIRE after Monday night’s
meeting that appointing Morse Diesel as
RIOC’s representative in the develop-
ment process “doesn’t reliev Jerry Blue
of the responsibility to speak directly with
the community and to its concerns.  Be-
yond that, the community really needs to
read the General Development Plan,
which very clearly indicates for whom
apartments will be built on this Island.  It
was never intended for $600,000 condo-
miniums.”

Margolin said, “Everything on this Is-
land relates to the river.  Everything was
designed to keep the river special.  This
[proposal] is really an attempt to sell it
off to the highest bidder.”

RIRA Vice President Joan Christianson
was still angry well after the meeting.
“It’s illogical that he would be expected
to hold a meeting and then not be there.
The man from Morse Diesel — who the hell is he?
When did he become an arm of RIOC?  If Joe Lynch

munity, to document those questions and comments, and report back to RIOC, to Jerry Blue.
“In my opinion what [the residents] should have done is demand a

meeting with Blue to discuss it face-
to-face with him.  This was the in-
formation meeting.  So I think they
reacted incorrectly...  My personal
opinion, if I was on your side on
the Island, I would have heard [the
presentation] and then demanded a
meeting with Dr. Blue about it.”

Wilson commented that deterio-
ration of the mini-schools is al-
ready serious.  “If not cured soon,
it will cost RIOC a lot to fix.
Whether I develop the products or
not, somebody is going to have to
stabilize the buildings.”

Wrapping up her talk with The
WIRE, she said, “My goal is al-
ways to create win-win situations
and [in this case] that is still my
goal.”

Developer Diane Wilson

Wilson from page 1

Owner’s Rep Vincent Arcuri

told Jerry Blue to
conduct a Town
Meeting, then he
should conduct a
Town Meeting, and
not stay away.”
Christianson, whose
call for people to
walk out essentially
marked the end of the
meeting, added,
“When I saw people
who rarely come to
these meetings get-
ting angry, it was
time to put a stop to
it.”

Speaking of RIOC
President Blue, Christianson added, “The depth of this

man’s ignorance astonishes me.  How much are we sup-
posed to take?  He keeps topping himself.”  She called
for Blue to be fired, and asked residents to call DHCR
Commissioner Lynch with that demand.

At press time for this extra edition [5:00 a.m. Tues-
day] The WIRE was not able to contact RIOC or DHCR

for comments, or to learn whether another community
forum on the conversion plan will be scheduled.

Protest from page 1

As the meeting grew more
heated, Patrick Stewart asked for
calm and recommended residents
stay to learn about the proposed
project.

Ken McDermotroe was among the vocal protestors at Monday night’s meeting,
suggesting residents call DHCR Commissioner Joseph Lynch to protest RIOC’s
handling of the community forum.

Once the meeting broke up, a few residents remained to ask questions
of the architectural team.

What More To Say?
There’s little more that an editorial can say about Monday

night’s “Community Forum” staged by RIOC at the Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.

Announced for an inconvenient time, on an inconvenient
day for many, the session was a blatant insult to the commu-
nity by Dr. Jerome Blue, President of the Roosevelt Island Op-
erating Corporation.  For that matter, it was a blatant insult to
his boss, Commissioner Joseph Lynch, who heads DHCR as a
member of the Governor’s cabinet.

Others said it Monday night with more force, and more elo-
quence, than can be mustered here on a tight deadline:  They
asked, “Where’s Blue?” and walked out.

That says it all.
This community has long since had more of Jerry Blue and

his misbegotten management methods than any community
should have to bear.  It is time, after long last, for him to leave
his debacle behind and seek sustenance in other quarters.

And For the Island?
For the Island, it is time for some measure of local au-

tonomy, including the opportunity to elect the Board of Direc-
tors that oversees the public benefit corporation that runs the
Island, and to hire the professional community management
any great community needs and deserves.

It is time, in short, for the legislation drafted by the Maple
Tree Group to be moved expeditiously through the New York
State Legislature.
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Let’s hear it for the cooks   Doing the culinary chores for the Youth Center’s Beacon Program pancake breakfast at the
end of February were Jeanette Caraballo, Michelle Lamb, Gloria Coleman, and Head Chef Way Remeki.  At the African-
American Heritage Celebration at the SeniorCenter, GFlenn Williams did the honors at the stove.

Cheyenne Dashiell was one of many kids enjoying last weekend’s African-
American Heritage Celebration.  The event was organized by Housing
Management and sponsored by Rivercross, RISA, the PTA, and the Collective
Artists’ Expo.

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

Aetna/USHeathcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building

Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule

your first appointment

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers

Wallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & FabricWallpaper & Fabric
Carpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area RugsCarpet & Area Rugs

All Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window TreatmentsAll Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace TilesFloor & Terrace Tiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen RenovationKitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux FinishesPaint & Faux Finishes

All AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll AccessoriesAll Accessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget OrientedBudget Oriented
Time-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-savingTime-saving

Ellen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen LevyEllen Levy
Interior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior DecoratorInterior Decorator

531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street531 Main Street

751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214751-8214

These imaginative  quilts have been hanging in the lobby of PS/IS 217, and are the joint work of students at various grade levels.

Anise Ganbold, Third Grade
on Prizefighter Jack Johnson

Assefash Makonnen, Third Grade
on Jonetta B. Cole

Tebe Makonnen, Second Grade
on Dr. Benjamin Carson

Tyler Cannon, Second Grade
Louis Armstrong composition, on clarinet

Last weekend

African-American Heritage Celebrated at Senior Center



Family.
Come on in.

752-1517

TommyAli

KaieHarry

Barbara

Shaku Hassan

SalimIgnas io

Caterina

Gus
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Listen to what ROOSEVELT ISLAND RESIDENTS
have to say about MONTAUK CREDIT UNION!

“The service is personalized. Not only do I NOT get charged monthly to have a checking account (like most banks do), but I
actually earn interest on my checking account. I never waited more than 2 minutes on line to see a teller. The best banking move
I’ve ever made was to switch to MONTAUK C.U.!”

-Damon LaScot
“The commercial banks charge for many items such as having a low balance in your account. The interest rate at banks are lower
than the Credit Union rates. The staff at Montauk C.U. are obliging, friendly and courteous. I also enjoyed the annual meeting.”

-Judith Arond
“I joined the Credit Union because I was fed up with CHASE ‘stealing’ my money from me every month because I refused to tie up
money in a non-interest bearing account. I stay because of the friendly and neighborly attention and service.”

-Joan Blumberg

IF YOU’RE NOT A MEMBER OF THE CREDIT UNION, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Montauk Credit Union – Your Financial Neighbor
559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Phone (212) 643-3900, (212) 588-1123

The Roosevelt Island
Historical Society

invites you
the the opening of the exhibit

Portrait of a Changing Island:
19th-21st Century Maps of Roosevelt Island

and the dedication of

The Arlene Atkinson
Historical Reference Archive

Monday, March 15, 1999

in the Cultural Center Gallery
548 Main Street

6-8 p.m.

This exhibit is supported by a generous donation from
The Related Companies

and
The Hudson Company

The WIRE thanks these advertisers who have made this EXTRA issue possible.
Please let them know you appreciate their community spirit.
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME
HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK
Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

1590 York Avenue • 301 East 76th Street
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387) • (212) 734-7051
$30 minimum • Free delivery Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

Ever Clean Litter
All types

Reg. Super Sale
14 lb 11.99 9.99
7 lb 5.99 4.99

while supply lasts
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ROOSEVELT ISLAND PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY  meets every first
Wednesday of the month at 7:45 p.m., Island House Community Room.  All
welcome.  Bring your pictures.  For more information, call Ghila, 752-5034

OFFICE MANAGER on ROOSEVELT ISLAND  position available.  30 hours
daytime, no weekends, long term.  Must be friendly, competent and computer
literate.  Call Dr. Itskowitch at 752-9758

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY  will meet March 3 in the Island House
community room at 7:45 p.m.  Bring your pictures, 8x10 or larger, neatly
mounted on light material for possible show on Main Street.  Visit to the
darkroom.  For more information, call 752-5034

LIFEGUARD TRAINING CLASS  starting in April at Westview Pool Club.
For more information, call (212) 421-5156

NORDICTRACK PRO MODEL  – Includes electronics package – $750 list.
Like new.  Asking $500 or best offer.  Call Sherie or Matt, 935-7534

ACUPUNCTURE ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND – NYS license, treating low
back pain, headaches, joint pain, anxiety, depression, menstrual/menopause
symptoms, chronic asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and more.  Barbara
Pittman  388-7313

INDEPENDENT BROKERS NEEDED  – Show people how to save up to
80% on dental work.  This is not insurance.  Incredible Home-Based
business.  Call 800-675-5155, access code 01.

SOOO CHIC!  Personal Shopper, Wardrobe Consultant, Designer clothes,
wholesale-priced.  Goldie Harris, 838-3979

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  – Ongoing registration
for dance  and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE  – Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt
Island.  Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend sitting
also.  Eugenie “Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on RI.  My home or yours.  References provided.
Eugenie (212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift
certificate available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

SHAPE UP!  – Chronically heavy on your feet?  Or just too many holiday
treats?  Now that you’ve had your culinary fling, come join us and get ready
for Spring!  Register for Weight Watchers Series II (10 Tuesdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m. at the Senior Center).  Call Marilyn Engstler at 838-4747 for more
information.

BURN CALORIES  while watching the stove, the kids, or a game on TV –
Sierra Aerobic Conditioner by Fitness Master exercises upper and lower
body (same principle as Nordic Track).  Includes electronic motivation device
(tracks miles, calories burned, speed, etc.).  Sturdy and folds away neatly.
Few years old but little-used.  Originally $500.  Asking $125 or best offer.
Call (212) 832-3456

CLOSET SPECIALIST  – Designs, Accessories, Installations.  Double your
closet  space.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214

Unclassified
751-8214

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,  M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D .....
Board Cer tified P ediatr ician and Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosev elt Island • 753-5505

Office HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice Hour sssss
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
W ednesday & Friday • 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage pro vided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr.  Grimm or by her g roup, Uptown P ediatri cs.

W e provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to ev aluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

B R AB R AB R AB R AB R ACESCESCESCESCES
AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!
WWWWWe offe offe offe offe off er free orer free orer free orer free orer free or thodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to c hil-hil-hil-hil-hil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roosedren and adults who are residents of Roose veltveltveltveltvelt

Island.Island.Island.Island.Island.
Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call f or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

DrDrDrDrDr..... Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff

200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street
212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285212 757-2285

501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street
212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722212 752-8722

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults

Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC
501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-9, Thur 3-7

**Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment**

Cavity?Cavity?Cavity?Cavity?Cavity?
Queensboro Hardware, Inc.

Full Service Hardware Store
Keys Made
Lock Work

Glass & Plexiglass cut to size
Ready-Made and Custom Shades and Blinds

Shelving Cut to Size
Lamps Rewired and Repaired

1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st
just stejust stejust stejust stejust steps frps frps frps frps from the om the om the om the om the TTTTTrrrrramamamamam

838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / Fax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098

Health Plans
Accepted

Aetna/USHeathcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building

Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule

your first appointment
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        Roosevelt Island Youth Program
               Quality fun for kids of all ages!

The �Q� _____________.

The ______________ minibus.

______________ vacuum disposal.

Take a walk along _________________ Street

We�re surrounded by ______________________.

Grown in Mr. Blackwell�s orchard, __________________.

Place where RI kids have lots of fun!

            Bring to the Youth Center for a treat!

This page is provided through the support of Mayor Rudolph Guliani, Senator Olga Mendez, Manhattan Borough President
C. Virginia Fields, Assemblyman �Pete� Grannis, Councilman Gifford Miller, General Manager Doryne Isley

Fill in the blanks.
Write the first

letter of each word
in the boxes down

below.

.

YOUTH CENTER SWIM PROGRAM
A ROOSEVELT ISLAND SPLASH!
Peering through water-soaked glasses, Vladimir Moraru,

a swim instructor for the Roosevelt Island Youth Center,
queries an eight-year-old Mark Spitz wannabe.  “How many
can you pick up?” Moraru asks, holding up a fistful of col-
orful submersible weights.   The boy signals an ambitious
“four” then splashes both feet over his head to direct his stub-
bornly cork-like body under the water’s surface.  The boy’s
fear of the water disappears as he focuses on the challenge while
Moraru stations himself a reassuring arm’s-length away.

Over 50 children currently participate in the free swim-
ming lessons provided each Saturday at the SportsPark pool.
“I love it!” responds Kristle Pizzari, a 5th grader who lives
in Eastwood, when asked about  her lessons.  “This is my
second class and I’m learning a lot!”  Her younger brother
Kenny eagerly reports on his new-found skill. “I learned the
flutter kick and the jelly-fish float.”  A broad smile bright-
ens his face,  “Oh yeah, I can push off and glide too!!”

Teen Hoops in
Three-Way Tie

Blues defeated Greens this week in a 59-58
squeaker, catapulting them out of the cellar and into
a three-way tie for second place in the teen boy’s
league.

League leaders, the Yellows, enjoy a comfortable 3-
win margin.  The Yellow’s strength centers on Ron
Artest, a 10th grader and the brother of Daniel Artest,
Center Forward for the St. John’s Red Storm.

Play-off games for the teen boys are set for March 18th

at 7:15 and 8:30 p.m.  The championship will be played
at 7:30 p.m.on Monday, March 22nd.  All games are played
at the PS/IS 217 gym.

Edgar Holley, Recreational Director for the Beacon Pro-
gram, coordinates the basketball league for 15-17-year-
old boys each Monday night.  Teams are made up of 8
players with a limited number of openings.

“Most of our students are at Level I and II” says Will
Martinez, Head Swim Instructor for the program.  Martinez
has taught swimming for nearly 20 years and credits swim-

ming with helping him regain  mobility after a serious mo-
torcycle accident.  No stranger to children’s behavior,
Martinez is an Assistant Truant Officer at Martin Van Buren
High School.

Both Martinez and Moraru are Certified Water Safety
Instructors, the highest swimming certification awarded
by the American Red Cross.  Moraru is an accomplished
competitor and a former National Swim Champion from
Rumania where he earned a Master’s Degree in Physical
Education, was a gym instructor, and coached swimming
and water polo. Moraru and his family currently live on
Roosevelt Island.

Participants in the swim program will achieve Red Cross
certification as they pass proficiency testing at various
levels.  Although the current program is filled to capac-
ity, plans are being considered to offer the program again
during the Spring with an expanded enrollment.

High SAT scores aren’t just
for rocket
scientists...

They’re for people
who prepare!

SAT PREP
Conducted by Marymount Manhattan College

in conjunction with the RI Beacon Program
High School SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS, & SENIORS

Call TODAY!
(212) 935-3645

PS/IS 217
Room 209

Every Saturday
through April 24

FREE!

506 Main Street (212) 935-3645


