Vol. 19, No. 20 m 1 m Saturday, May 22, 1999
Next issue: T ]
== The Main Street WIRE

Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper in association with Website NYC10044

Mayor Giuliani:  I'd Be Happy to Work
With You to Liberate Roosevelt Island

Mayor Rudy Giuliani came to “Thatis my dream,” Stewart said.statistics,” he
Roosevelt Island for a Town Hall“l would like to be able to say to said, “is that
Meeting Thursday night. Hethe citizens of Roosevelt Island thacrime is down
seemed to enjoy thoroughly his roleve are in discussions with the Cityhere.” When he
as ringmaster, fielding a variety ofabout returning to the City, whereadded, “Maybe
questions from Island residents andve should be in the first place.” itisn’t being re-
passing them on to his entourage Before asking Stewart to discusgorted to us,”
of two dozen commissioners andhe matter with his Corporationthe audience ap-
aides. Counsel, the Mayor asked Stewartplauded to indi-

Though he expressed sympathyif there were a petition drive...?” cate he’d hit
with a number of the concerns “l could get 6,000 signatures,”upon the reason
raised by Islanders, he had few soStewart responded, and the audfor low crime
lutions for the Island’s problems,ence applauded the exchange. statistics.
pointing out repeatedly that the Neal Weissman, an 18-year resiGiuliani went
State of New York, not the City of dent, asked the Mayor outright,0n to quote sta-
New York, is in control here. “When are you going to do yourtistics indicating . .

Nonetheless, he toyed with thepart to get rid of Dr. [Jerome] Bluereductions in murder, burglary, rob-Island Operation Corporation is
idea of taking over from the State[President of RIOC, the Roosevelbery, grand larceny, a 15.9 percer@bout to hand over Southpoint to
asking Residents Association Presisland Operating Corporation]?”reduction in major felonies. “I Marriott and SSJ,” she said, and
dent Patrick Stewart, “What would Giuliani responded, “I can't solve think you may be saying that to meGiuliani asked her to step up to
it take for the City to take over com-these problems for you. That's 40 get some attention,” he con-have a conversation with Parks
plete jurisdiction?” decision made by the Governorgcluded. Commissioner Henry Stern.
The City should have more control But residents weren't about to let On other development, Housing
over the property... When itthe Mayor — or Public Safety — off Management Chief Doryne Isley
doesn't, the government is too fathat hook. On statistics, Heimerasked the Mayor about the mini-
away and it doesn’t make muctsaid, “There is some fancy foot-schools, which RIOC wants to turn
sense.” He went on to compare hiwork being done [on reporting].” over for development into two-
lack of power over Roosevelt Is-Dierdre Breslin related an incidentstory condominium residences. ‘I

Angelino Hopes To Vote
121 land matt ith his lack of con-in which, one day after she reportedeally don’t understand why, when
On Minicondos June 22 e S K O o O e oG Inin-Schools e going 10 be

, : , . i of her report. Byron Gaspard andieeded by the Board of Education,

It appears the RIOC Board'shara Espejo, who said the original Malz/l:)kr)lslgesrgfe%tiven less eddeimer gpoke {)f drug %ens inthey would be turned over.”
Committee on Planning and Develconditional selection covered the er to deal with the matter of crimeEastwood, Gaspard saying, “WeGiuliani offered little hope: “I
opment may vote on the proposegossibility of an added story. 9 e ’ . ' , )

P nay Propo L . and policing, however. When ahave apartments selling drugs. Wwéon't get to run the School Sys
conversion of Manhattan-side The point is controv,erS|a_I -be_member ofthé Common Council ofhave drug-related crimes. Whoeveiem,” he said, adding, “It's not a
mini-schools into two-story condo- cause the RIOC Board's -O-”gmalthe Residents Association. Lindds giving you those statistics is notMiayoral agency. You've got to go
miniums in time for the matter to resolution contained specific lan- eimer. said. “We feel like o'rphanstelling you the truth.” tell Rudy Crew. | can't give you
come before the RIOC Board at itguage accepting the structures a{gere. I’hope’you can adopt us on at Southpoint any confidence that | can solve it
July 8 meeting. At a meeting ofproposed at that“tlme_. The resolul-east some of these issues.” As sheLongtime resident Shirley for you.”
the committee this week, its Chairfion read, in part, “Having reviewed tarted talking about Island crime Margolin raised the question of Isley also asked about the Island
Frank Angelino, told members thathe Environmental Assessmenfhe Mayor interrupted her: “The'Southpoint development. “We areAVAC garbage-removal system,
he hopes to take a vote June 22. Form prepared by... Warren &one thing | know about our crimevery concerned that the Roosevelt See Mayor, page 4

According to those attending thePanzer... the Directors hereby find;,

Tuesday night meeting, it appearpursuant to the State Environmen:
the committee could tie, or vote itstal Quality Review Act, that the
OK for the project when it meetsproposed actions will have no sig-
June 22. nificant impact on the environment,
A question of whether the RIOCand accordingly, that an Environ-

Oak Soon Hong Honored in Korea

was for the first time presented to

Board’s original conditional selec-mental Impact Statement need not by Mary Camper-Titsingh

tion of developer Diane Wilson for be prepared.” The Environmental ‘They were surprised that | wa
the project was invalid because théssessment on which the resolutiogtill alive,” laughed Oak Soon
original presentation did not men-is based, in turn, answers “no” to10ng, Roosevelt Island’s 82-year
tion a second-floor addition, wasseveral questions that might hav@ld Senior, when asked about he

answered by RIOC attorney Bar- See Minicondos , page 6 r€cent three-day visit to Korea, he
native country, to be honored at thg

50th-anniversary celebration of thg
Korean National Nurses Associa
tion. On April 27, she was discov-
ered, invited, and, four days later
she was flying to Seoul, where shg

RIRA Urges Surcharge
Parily at Rivercross e

After an hour-long debate and Q-A session Monday night, the Caffent Ministry of Health’s Bureau
mon Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIR#)Nursing Affairs, as well as the
passed a resolution urging that the cooperative’s surcharge schedudedagizer and first president of th
brought into line with that imposed on residents of Westview, Islakdrean Nurses Association.
House, and Eastwood. It was only in 1948 that Korea

El

an international organization.”

It was the 50th anniversary of that
event that was celebrated on May
3, 1999, in Seoul, South Korea. “It
was so very exciting for me, | got
guite emotional at times,” con-
fessed Hong. “But | was surprised
that | was the only person at the
flower-bedecked headtable who
was dressed in a traditional Korean
outfit. All of the distinguished min-
isters and guests, including the cur-
rent ICN President from Denmark,
were in Western clothes. | don’t
think there are many people in
South Korea today who remember
much about their cultural heritage.
They all seem to be reaching for

In the debate, John Weatherhead, President of the Rivercross Boaidibecome independent. Beforef the International Council of the Western way of doing things.”

and Fran Dym, Chair of the building’s Committee for Maintenance argu5, the country had been undeNurses (ICN). “We had lots of help  When asked whether she gave a
Privatization Fair Play, argued opposite sides. The Council’s votedaict Japanese control. “Thosdrom the American Military Gov- speech, her eyes twinkled and she
vored a modified form of a resolution proposed by Dym, 15 to 0, witiv@re difficult times,” Hong re- ernment in Korea,” Hong con-said: “I felt like | came from an-
abstaining. called. “We were punished if weceded, “especially from Mildred other planet, everyone in the audi-
The resolution has no legal effect. The State Division of Housing aligh’t speak Japanese even at honaicka, who was our Americanence was so very young. | told them
Community Renewal (DHCR) is currently considering a revised surchasge we were all given Japanes@dvisor. There was so much hardhow | had watched the Korean
schedule for Rivercross, but is said to be holding a decision until aftaames. Mine was changed to Yoship after the war, but she was th&lurses Association grow and then
Board of Directors election to be concluded Tuesday (May 25). é#ii-ko Songko. But despite the reone who helped me bring our probbecome a member of the ICN fifty
current members of the Board are running for reelection. There areginegsion, they couldn't stifle Ko- fessional nurses up to higher nursyears ago. Then | suggested to the
challengers, all of whom have become identified in some measure vétth longing for freedom.” ing standards. It was really such audience that for the next 50 years
the Fair Play Committee’s position. In the debate Monday nightin 1949, as the 31-year-old Chiefproud moment when, at the 1949he Korean Nurses Association’s
Weatherhead referred to the group as a “slate” put forward by Dwme led the Korean National Nurse¢CN Congress in Stockholm, thegrowth and development were go-
See Rivercross , page 6  Association in becoming a membeKorean flag, carried by our nursesing to be their responsibility.”

Support The WIRE — Your Business Card in the July 4 issue
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Pages of Thought and Opinion

The Mayor’s
Island of Opportunity

Imagine yourself as the Mayor of New York City, a regular
guy named Rudy Giuliani. You have a reputation for getting
things done, though with a hand just a mite high. Out there in
the rest of the State, they think of you as just another part,
albeit an important one, of the pure craziness that is Gotham-
Gomorrah-by-the-Sea.

You're in perpetual off-and-on conflict with the Governor,
another regular guy who happens to be a member of your party.

And you want to run for the U.S. Senate.

Let's see: What can you do to look good out there in
Watertown, Dunkirk, Brocton, Silver Creek, and Jamestown?

Here’s a thought:

How about standing up to the Governor by pre-empting
one of his own campaign planks — parkland. Challenge the
administration in Albany to use the most valuable remaining
parkland in both City and State wisely. Tell him that
Southpoint, far from becoming the home of a twin-tower hotel
that would turn small-town Roosevelt Island into just another
chunk of the overcommercialized Big Apple, should become a
place of calm and contemplation for all the people of the City,
the State, and the world.

What's great about this is that you, as the Mayor of New
York and the keeper of its treasures, have the power to make it
stick. You have a Lease, a General Development Plan, and an
Island of residents — all on your side.

Do this, and you can point
to yourself as the small-town
environmental candidate who
saved one small town in the

Jim Bowser
heart of your larger commu- is taking a
nity from being overpowered break. His
by the actions of a runaway ap- editorial
pointee of the Governor. And column will

chances are the Governor, return soon.

weary of his uncontrollable
RIOC President, will sign on quickly. He might even up the
ante.

More important for you as a candidate and statesman-in-
waiting, you improve your chances in the hundreds of towns
and villages out there where people revere their parks. You'll
pick up some of the tree-hugger vote. What an opportunity!

You know what else? It just happens to be the right thing
to do.

MetroOrphans

Joyce Mincheff reports that when Mayor Giuliani’s signers
for the hearing-impaired left the Island Thursday night, they
had a perplexing moment at the Tramway. “Where do we put
our MetroCard?” asked one.

Joyce told them the Tramway is the only part of the City’'s
transportation system without MetroCard, and suggested they
remind the Mayor of that.

The signers’ response: “That’s outrageous.”

How well we know.

DL
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[ etters

To the Editor: A short time later, | walked
On Tuesday, May 18, | wasover to the bus garage to speak
riding home from the subway onwith the Manager, who was quite
the #2 shuttle bus. We had a newourteous. He confirmed that he
driver, someone who was fillinghad indeed received a call from
in, who drove relatively safely Public Safety about the driver.
and slowly with a very packedHe said he had spoken to the
bus. However, after he made theriver. In the garage, | saw the
stop across from Westview, hedriver on break, and asked his
took off and never observed anyname once again. He responded
of the two or three stop signs orby saying, “It is none of your
the way toward Gristede’s. He lit-damn business.”
erally whizzed by them. As he ap- |don’t wish to vilify this driver,
The Residents Association Legaproached Gristede’s, | suggestewhose name turned out be be Burt

our business
card in the
July 4 WIRE

See page 4

Fund is growing. If your pledge orto him that he was supposed tgnot to be confused with one of
contribution is represented in theStOP at those signs, but I met with
figures above, congratulations orfot@! silence. When he stoppe
exercising proactive citizenship@t Gristede’s, | asked his name
through this important fund. and again asked why he had not
stopped at the signs. His response
- was not just total silence — he
ISland looked away from me, out his
window. |informed him then that
b his non-response and his danger-
D SEPUEP ous driving would be noted with
RIOC, Public Safety, and with the
.Manager at the garage.
”|qureape%egyf?r:;gﬁcl)'ggsiizlﬁggfl_sl\_AWhen | got home, | called Pub-our long-time drivers of the same
hand reported on page 1 of thidic Safety. [ told the officer on name) or cause him to lose his
WIRE— having gotten a go-ahead!Uty What had happened and thgbb. He was actually quite pleas-
for minicondo development base wanted to file a complaint. His ant when we were all struggling
on environmental claims about 4€SPonse was rather defensiveto get onto a packed bus at the
one-floor conversion. RIOC thenti€ said he would be unable tcsubway. | merely want him to be
proceeded to endorse a secong'€ate a summons because one afore aware of his responsibilities
floor addition, its attorney claim- the points on the document is thatvhile driving on Main Street and
ing that the answers in an officialthe officer filing the summons hasto be clear about the hazards of
Environmental Assessment stillt0 witness the grievance. | nevedriving through stop signs where
apply. asked for a summons; | made ikids are generally free, comfort-
Given that RIOC could vote aclear to the officer th_at what lable, and sometimes forgetful
“go” on this project on June 1oywante_d was for an officer to getabout darting out into the street.
immediate availability of signifi- O" this driver's bus and reac- I'd be interested in seeing if
cant funding to hire legal clout isquaint the driver with the rules ofanyone else on a bus that this fel-
critical. the road and see that he followow is driving has experienced
So if you are not represented ifhem. 1 also wanted the officerany similar behavior. | was told
the numbers above, just a relo inform the manager in chargethat my complaint had been
minder... at the garage of this driver’s ardogged.
rogance and misbehavior behind
the wheel.

Sherie Helstien

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials,
and will consider publication on a Name Withheld basis, but the writer's name,
address, and telephone number must be provided. Preferred methods of sub-
mission: PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk (any wordprocessing software) left at
531 Main Street for The WIRE; to 72260.20@compuserve.com by ASCII text e-
mail; or typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street, or faxed to (212)
755-2540. Clearly handwritten letters will be considered. We cannot take dicta-
tion of letters by telephone. All letters subject to editing for length and clarity.

Please check below any item that applies:
O 1 am willing to help solicit funds. Contact me to help.
O | prefer not to solicit funds, but I'd like to help in other ways. Contact me}

. |
Donation and Pledge Form !

|

| pledgea total of $ tBOS (Save Open SpacegheRoosevelt Island |1
Defense Fund | will contribute as checked below. I
Please give what you can now$ I

O My check, payable t8OS/RIDF, is attached. |
Please pledge what you can for the future: $ I
Bill me at the address below. I

O monthly in 12 payments over the next year, starting (date) |

O quarterly in 4 payments over the next year, starting (date) ||

Bill me at the address below. |

|

Name(s) |
|

Address Telephone |
|

|

|

O Call me for another contribution if it's needed. |
Suggested pledge/contribution total is the equivalent of one month’s rent. |
Whatever you can afford, please give what you can now, and pledge what yoy
can for the ongoing campaign. (Contributions are not tax-deductible.) 1

I

This form can be sent by mail to: Or drop off form & contributiong
Roosevelt Island Defense Fund at: I
PO Box 175 Montauk Credit Union I

Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 559 Main Street I
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One of the first things you learn in this job is that democracy is mesgy;.
If you want pure efficiency, you should definitely opt for a monarchﬁ/u_nday C_oncert
or better yet, a police state. Will Be Tribute to

The difficulty with democracy is that it necessitates listening to t:f . . J Oseph I ne LaUdad IO
other guy. What an inconvenience! Just as your mind is made up, fir @ﬁephme LaUdad|0
firm, here comes someone else with a differing point of view, and usua concert of new classical mu- The untimely death Friday, May 14, of Josephine Laudadio, a brilliant
ally some bothersome facts supporting what she’s saying. And whierwill be dedicated to Josephine/oung rising star in management circles of New York real estate, has left
she’s through, up pops another, who’s coming at it from an entirely seégatdadio on Sunday afternoon ag@ deep sense of sadness and loss
rate angle that you had innocently overlooked completely. 4:00 in the in the Roosevelt Island commu

Some nights, most nights, it seems to take forever. Some nightsCwapel of the nity, where she had been thg
noticed a tear in the eye of the recording secretary while she rubsGwsd Shep- General Manager of Rivercross
wrist. Some nights, | must admit, my fingers itch for the handle of th@d. The late for the past two years.
gavel, and I've been known to wander off in my mind’s eye to the longinager of Brian Peters, of Rose Associ:
distant past when those past Stewarts (undoubtedlydbtueseStewarts) Rivercross had ates, who had known and worke
were Kings of the realm, and had only to say, “Now, this is the way it€lped arrange with Ms. Laudadio for over 6
going to be.” for the perfor- years and was directly respon

And then | remember that the last one to wear that crown was l@nce of the sible for the position she held a
headed for saying just that. music by a her death, stated that she had tr

The problem is that nothing else but democracy ever really worksdsident of the mendous potential in her field.
the long run, no matter how hard you try to get around it. Here in Amerigailding, Michael Margolies. A graduate of Brooklyn College
we're too used to the luxury of government with the consent of the govFhe concert is free, performed byand Cornell with degrees in Ac
erned to stand for anything else for long. On Roosevelt Island we s@iglents of the Mannes College ofounting and Property Manage
watch that working, not only ward to ward, as is done in the rest of fhesic. ment, she held high-level posi
country, but literally building by building, neighbor electing neighbor toMargolies, who is an Englishtions before coming to
a Common Council that then commits to finding common solutionstéacher, started writing music terRoosevelt Island, including Ac-
our common problems. years ago. A former student, Renegount Executive with the Insig-

Very seldom can RIRA declare a unanimous conclusion at the ouksediriguez, “discovered” him andnia Group, where she was di
on any given matter. But even more seldom do we fail to reach a congts instrumental in having the Na+ectly responsible for over 900
sion that all agree is the best solution given all the evidence we've ha#sdlal Guard commission someapartments and 25,000 squa
And never have we said, “Well it's clear we'll never reach an agreemeainpositions. The U.S. Navy fol-feet of commercial space.
so let’s all go home and let someone else worry about it.” lowed. She is survived by her mother

Without question, my job is the easiest. It's always the Council memRodriguez is producing the con-and two brothers, Michael and Frank. She was involved in the commu-
bers themselves who have done the time-consuming, yeoman-like ek, which is coordinated bynity life of Roosevelt Island and was considered a member of the family
of gathering the facts, researching new material and old, chasing dwatilyn Engstler, Housing of the building she managed and the Island at large. Her loss was over

Margolies

RIRA
President’s
Column

At the Senior Center

Every week

City and State officials, meeting in committees, and then turning thginagement’s Director of Com-whelmingly mourned in a memorial service and funeral on Wednesday
work into a coherent presentation to convince their fellow Council mefanity Relations. in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
bers of the soundness of their conclusions.
Not one of them takes the job lightly. Not one of them says, “Let the
other guy do it.” And, most importantly, not one of them refuses out of
hand to listen to an opposite point of view, ho matter who is expressing
it. Which is why it works,
and how it works.
Come to think of it, it .‘ T .‘
may also be exactly the
reason why the current l ,
management of RIOC is J
not working. No matter
how often we make it pa- Compiled by Claire Friedland — phone/fax 317-8523
tently clear to RIOC that  gat May 22, Mother Cabrini Flea Market , Good Shepherd Plaza.
the residents of Roosevelt  gat, May 22, 1:00 p.m.,NY Junior Tennis
: . = Island will not simply sit | eague Family Carnival, Octagon Park courts.
back while some self-appointed royalist decides what he'd like to fze: everybody welcome.
with and to our community, RIOC still remains convinced they do notsyn  May 23,1:00 p.m.Senior Day at the Se-
have to listen. o . _ nior Center. Information,750-3952
RIOC's three-year stymie is beginning to draw some attention, howsyn, May 23, 4:00 p.m.,Spring Concert, Mond
ever. That very real stymie has cost the State of New York some \eRapel of the Good Shepherd. Classical compdsi- Og.o%ygta Well (exercise)
important revenue, and will cost it a great deal more before we've dajihs of Island resident Michael R. Margolies, pef 10-00 En ylish as 2nd LanguagdBeginner)
And there are people on the State level who are very much aware of {gghed by students of the Mannes College of M{i- 10-00 Co?n uter Class guagebeg
simply because they are listening. In the end, | predict, the communigys dedicated to memory of Josephine Laudadjo. 12:30Li % ;
voice will be heeded, as it has with each and every prior managemenighission free. :30Line Dancing (new)
RIOC.
RIOC likes to hand-pick five or six
people, hold a meeting in their of-
fices, and then claim they’ve had thd
input of the community. Well, it's
just not that easy, as anyone who ha
ever participated in any public ser-
vice will understand. Whether it's
RIRA or the PTA or the Seniors As-
sociation, or the State Assembly, o
the US Congress, consensus is not g
easily reached, unless you're willing
to live in a vacuum, or sacrifice the
equal rights of your neighbors.
By the way, I've taken some heat
lately because | was not willing to
get behind the fund-raising cam-
paign for a very necessary Lega
Defense Fund for our upcoming
battles, particularly over
Southpoint. | simply do not believe

Patrick Stewart

itis right that RIRA ask you to part with your hard-earned money fggr, Fri., June 4; decision on stuffers Tore Bag,
this fund until the Common Council is ready to tell you exactly whifon., June 7; bag materials due June EQture
we can do with this fund, what we plan to do with it and exactly whgsyes: July 3 (Fourth of July/FireworkBlsiness
And because democracy is messy, and sometimes slower than Weagds issug, July 31; Aug. 28 (Labor Day/Back
would like, the committees of the Common Council who are involvegl School issue); Sept. 11 (Rosh Hashanah isstk

in this project have not yet finished the necessary extensive grougdpt. 25; Oct. 9, Oct. 23 (Halloween issue); Nov.

Tues, May 25, 7:00 p.m.Election of PTA Of-
ficers at PS/IS 217, and election of parent mer
bers of the School Leadership Team, a new grg

that will plan the school’s educational programs.

Thur., June 3 7:30 p.m.,Roosevelt Island
Greensspring meeting, Island House Communit
Room. Information:838-8029

Sat, June 5 10:00 a.m.Spring Tree Walk,
with State Forester Michael Curley and Maurig

12:45 Arts & Crafts (RIDA)
Tuesdays
9-10Korean/English Class
1:30Bingo and Games
Wednesdays
9:00 Stay Well (Stretch)
10:00 English as 2nd LanguagdBeginner)
12:30 Games
12:30 Provocative Discussion Group
(starts June 2)

n_
up

y

e

Bleifeld of the Roosevelt Island Tree Board, stait- Thyrsdays

ing from the bell in Good Shepherd Plaza. Fre
Wed., June 9 8:00 p.m.,RIRA Common

Council meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Thur ., June 1Q 11:00 a.m.RIOC Board of
Directors meeting. Members of the community
may speak during the public session by regists
ing in advance with RIOC, 591 Main Street.

Sat, June 12 Mother Cabrini Flea Market,
Good Shepherd Plaza.

Fri.-Sat, June 11-12 next issue ofhe Main
Street WIRE Deadlines: Advertising in the pa-

1%

10:00Tai Chi
12:30 Movie

Fridays
10:00 English as 2nd Languagé€conversation)
10:00 Creative Arts
10:30Blood Pressure Screeningto 11:30)
12:30 Line Dancing (new)

PI-

Special Events
Sun., May 23Senior Day Celebration 1:00 p.m.
Thur., May 27 Consumer Fraud Lecture,
12:30 p.m.
Mon., May 31,Memorial Day, closed
Fri., June 4Fire Safety Lecture, 12:30 p.m.

a)

Sy

work, legal and otherwise, that would allow us yet to spell out eagNov. 20 (Thanksgiving/Business Cards issue); Dec. 4, Dec. 18 (Christmas/New Year issue); Jan. 8, 2
of those details for you. ) _ Jan. 22, 2000. Advertisers wishing to be included in unschedxteleditions, without notice at the time
Because | am not a King, | cannot forbid others outside of RIRAd4gs invited to calB26-9055t0 make their interest knowrPhonefax for news, (212B26-905%755-254Q
continue to solicit or collect contributions to this fund. They are beigggent/breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/fax for advertising inquiries, 1218214755 254Q phone/
collected by well-meaning people with the best of intentions, who eagR to list your Island organization’s event hed&7-8523
have agreed that the fund will be solely in RIRA’s control, and whosat june 12 7:00 p.m.Sensational Seniors Fashion ShquBenior Center, 546 Main Street. Refresh-
smcerely believe that | am being over-scrupulous. Well, perhaps | #ents and door prizes. Donation $%0-3952
Meanwhile, be assured that all money that has been collected to datedgt  June 19, all day, Third Annual Roosevelt Island Day. Information,838-4747
being held by RIRA in a secured account, and that it will not be spenjved., July 7, 8:00 p.m.RIRA Common Council meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
until we have the community’s agreement to do so. Thur ., July 8, 11:00 a.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Because that’s the way it works, and that’s what you put each of us Sat, July 17, Mother Cabrini Flea Market , Good Shepherd Plaza.

onto the Common Council to do, and that's what we intend to 0. : . Sat, July 31, Mother Cabrini Flea Market , Good Shepherd Plaza.
RIRA’s job is to work for the good of the community, the entire cori- Faxor phone eventinformation Wed., August 11, 8:00 p.m.RIRA Common Council meeting, Chapel

munity, and, thanks to the dedication of the remarkable people yot0 317-8523. Please providea | ¢ 4o Good Shepherd.
have sent to the Common Council, that job is being done tirelesin?hC)r]e_r‘lJf“ber for follow-up. Thur., August 12, 11:00 a.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting,
and thoroughly and with a commitment that will not rest until the jpb There is no charge for listing Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

is done. Island events here. Sat, August 28 Mother Cabrini Flea Market , Good Shepherd Plaza
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ROBERT MICHELS

PERSONAL FITNESS
TRAINER

755-7322 or (917) 284-9171
ACSM & ACE Certified, Insured

13 Years Experience © Island Resident

FREE consultation and workout

Queensboro Hardware, Inc.
Full Service Hardware Store

‘ Keys Made s

i S Glass & Pll-e?(?glzvsosrléut to size j

’

Ready-Made and Custom Shades and Blinds

i Shelving Cut to Size
LY Lamps Rewired and Repaired /
1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st
Just steps from the Tram

838-6629 / 838-6630 / Fax 838-0098

CALLING ALL

1590 York Avenue « 301 East 76th Street
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387) » (212) 734-7051
$30 minimum « Free delivery Wed. & Sat.
Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods
Fax (212) 249-7450

FAST,
EFFICIENT
Sy, Rogsevel
Sian
Cleaners
New State of the At
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better
758-1778 Your Neighborhood Cleaners
571 Main Street We Deliver
Free deveries on oders $15-Up

Don't be left out... Everybody will be in it...

Be part of The WIRE’s
Great July 4
Business Card Issue

Run your business card In
The WIRE's special July 4 issue

scheduled to be distributed to Fireworks visitors that date
as well as the usual distribution to every Island apartment

Just $35 prepaid (3.5 x 2.0 inches)

Do it to advertise your service
Do it to advertise your business

Or just to support The WIRE

Just send your card and your check, payable to
The WIRE, to: The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413,
Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Cards will run slightly reduced to 3.3w x 1.8h. The word retired will be added, if you specify.
You may write additional information on your card, if appropriate to indicate the nature of your work.

Deadline: Monday, June 21
Send it in now while you're thinking about it,
and show your support for The WIRE

If you prefer not to publish a business card but would like to support The WIRE, contribute $20 and
have your name on a list that will accompany the business cards.
Thank you for supporting The Main Street WIRE, Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper.

Spring Tree Walk June 5

A Spring Tree Walk scheduled by the
Roosevelt Island Tree Board for Saturday,
June 5, will feature healthy elm trees that are
considered endangered elsewhere in the
country because of Dutch elm disease. The
walk will start at 10:00 a.m. at the bell in
Good Shepherd Plaza, under the guidance
of State Forester Michael Curley, who will
identify the various trees along the route and
will elaborate on their ecological qualities.

Along the way, Maurice Bleifeld, Tree
Board Chair, will describe the process by
which the Island was awarded the Tree City

USA designation, by the National Arbor Day,
Foundation, for the sixth consecutive year.]‘REE CI I l USA
The Tree Walk is free. ®

Mayor from page 1

suggesting that this year, for the first time, the Island came closer than ever before to tl

brink of losing the system and getting garbage trucks in its place. “It's going to stay in thi

budget,” the Mayor said. It's in the budget and it's not going to be taken out.”
MetroCard

Rivercross resident Fran Dym asked the Mayor about MetroCard for the Tramway, and age
heard the Mayor point out that he lacks control of the relevant agency. “But we'll try to help yot
out,” he said. “We’ll see what we can do with the MTA Board.”

Landmarks

Judy Berdy, an officer of the Island’s Historical Society, spoke of concerns about Blackwel
House and other Island landmarks she says are being neglected by RIOC. Giuliani’'s a
swer once again dealt with his lack of power, as he quoted a memo from the relevant Col
missioner: “The Landmarks Commission doesn’t do restoring work. We can't really force
the State to do it. We can try to embarrass them into doing it.”

“Can you shame them into doing it?” Berdy asked.

“Yes, we can. But that's why | think we should look into the City getting jurisdiction
again. | will see if we can put some effort into this.”

The Mayor and Berdy had an amusing colloquy about Octagon Tower, and the fact that
was part of the first “Lunatic Asylum” in the country. “That must have been before politi-
cal correctness and euphemisms,” Giuliani said.

Mitchell-Lama

Several residents raised questions about possible Mitchell-Lama buy-outs, but the May
said, “I'm not so sure we should [do something about buy-outs]. I'm not so sure they're
evading the law.” The Mayor’s Housing Preservation and Development Commissione
told Byron Gaspard, “We think it will move slowly rather than faster. We think this is an
issue people need to keep a proper perspective on.”

Governance

On the question of jurisdiction, Giuliani told Laurence Brodsky, “I'm very much in favor
of the City controlling our own destiny... Ultimately, you'll be better off when you can
touch it, scream at it, deal with it. The Commissioners are accessible... You're much bett
off moving more of this back to the City. We’'ll try.”

Malcolm Cohen told the Mayor, “What we’re looking for here is democracy,” and an
escape from the “bureaucratic quagmire” that is RIOC. The Mayor got his best laugh of th
evening when he responded, “l would be very happy to work with you to liberate Rooseve
Island.” He said he would put Corporation Counsel Mike Hess to work on the question.
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“MONTAUK CREDIT UNION is small with a personal atmosphere. There
are no fees for a low balance in the savings account and no charges for
checks.” -Ellen Levy

“| chose MONTAUK CREDIT UNION on Roosevelt Island because it's

convenient to my home. MONTAUK C.U. offers greater banking

privileges than other banks do. The staff is extremely courteous,

knowledgeable, professional and most importantly, attentive to my

banking needs. | deeply appreciate them and am glad | joined!”
-Bruce Bell
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® Listen to what, ROOSEVELT ISLAND RESIDENTS
have to say about MONTAUK CREDIT UNION!

“MONTAUK C.U. has personalized service with a smile. It's convenient
and has reasonable charges for services. It has a small-town banking
atmosphere and the bank contributes to the community.”

-Guy W. Midkiff

“Liberal checking and savings policy. Instead of bank charges, we get

interest on our accounts. Professional and courteous attention to our

banking needs. Convenience of cheerful banking on the Island!”
-Bernard Silverman

IF YOU'RE NOThA MEMBER OF THE CREDIT UNION, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Montauk Credit Union — Your Financial Neighbor
559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
Phone (212) 643-3900, Fax (212) 588-1123

ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

Wed afeea thodoniic consulaionsioc hidren
and adulis who are residents of Roose vaidad
Peesecf or an appontment.

Dr . Gerald Sveder and staff
20 W.5MhSrest 501 Main Street
212 757-2285 212 752-8722

Kaheme  Teets Gn'mm, MD .

BoadCer &P et Eramifbgy

501 Main Street*Roosev eidde 75356506
OficeHor s
Monday& Thursday® am-12  non

Tuesdaye 1230pm- 43pm
W ednesday&Fr thy130pm- [pm

Dormviatunfastmin wef orcampc heckip
Please makey our appointment no w.

Covaagepo  \ikdadimes whendiesdossd
byDr. Gmmorby heg roup, UbwnP el cs.
W epovide comprehensive hedh care b didenand adolescerts.
Dr. Gimmisasoqueledibevabseandiestalagyandashmanadis.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

BUDGET ORIENTED
TIME-SAVING

Elen Levwy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

/751-8214

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
ok vl HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Coﬁwcfz(:tljar;)tlsé \//AvlgcgggiZns Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,
luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

J & M SHOE REPAIR
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JAMAICA HILLS
FOOTCARE CENTER

Dr. Ronald J. Beauvais

Podiatrist / Foot Specialist

MEDIGARE AGGEPTED

Medical & Surgical Treatment
of ALL foot disorders

specializing in treatment of
senior Gitizens' Foot Disorders
and Diabetic Foot Gare

HOUSE GALLS AVAILABLE

718-206-0011
toll-free 1-888-801-3221

DENTL NEWS
FLASH!I!

Dental Patients Have Rights Too.

ByLMiskomchDDS,PC.
501 ManSt Roosevetidand

752-8722

BEINFORMED: Whenyouareofferedachoicebyyouremployer

&b n a arddhak (0595 ieed caelly. h may reaes
dependngontheworkthatisneeded, youroutoHpodketexpense
canbezerowiheiherchoice. Makethewisededsionwihthe
freedomiosseayouronnoukcineinvakpersonaldentist

It’s time to register for September 1999

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

Part-time and full-time programs
for children ages 2.6 through 5 years

545 MAIN STREET
FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE

593-0750

Maple Tree Auction Raises
$3.,447 for Self-Governance Push

Ron Roth and Ron Vass served as auctioneers
as the Maple Tree Group (MTG) raised $3,447
(and still counting) last week in its event at the
Senior Center. The funds are to be used to
advance the group’s legislation, which seeks to
replace Island management by non-resident
Governor’'s appointees with a locally-elected
Resident Board empowered to hire professional
management. Vicki Feinmel, Sherie Helstien and
Fay Vass organized the event with the help of a
half-dozen other MTG members. The group
meets Mondays at 7:30 p.m. at PS/IS 217.

1N residents able to purchase half-million-dol-

Minicondos  from page 1 lar condominium I?esidences will affect the
been answered “yes,” had a second floaharacter of the community.
been part of the original plan. Such ques- Espejo advised the committee that the “no”
tions include, “Will proposed action affectanswers were accurate under procedures for
aesthetic resources?” The phrase, “affepteparing an Environmental Assessment.
aesthetic resources,” is defined as including In a drive to head off the addition of a sec-
“the elimination or significant screening ofond floor, or even a single-floor conversion
scenic views known to be important to thef the schools, members of the Roosevelt
area.” Island community have sought alternative

The Environmental Assessment, in whichuises. Some have pointed out that the City
“no” answers are the basis for a decision techool system is likely to need the classroom
forego an Environmental Impact Statemenspace when Southtown is completed, citing
also asks, “Will proposed action affect then April letter in which the School Construc-
character of the existing community?” Thigion Working Group and the Pratt Center say
is defined, in part, as including, “Proposedhey are “very excited about the possibility
action will conflict with officially adopted that [the mini-school] space could be avail-
plans or goals,” and, “Proposed action wilable” for classroom use.
set an important precedent for future The Angelino committee is scheduled to
projects.” Those opposing the project havwwalk through the mini-schools Wednesday,
suggested that the addition to the Island dune 2, as part of its advisory process.

: essary were the surcharge schedule consistent
RIVercross from page 1 with practice in the rest of New York State.
Dym denied they are an organized slate, andWhile the Rivercross Board of Directors has
most of the challengers professed indepeindicated a willingness to increase the surcharge
dence in their candidacy statements. schedule (though not necessarily to a 50 per-

For 20 years, the Rivercross surchargeent maximum), it has contended that it is im-
schedule has scaled to a maximum of tggpssible to foresee the economic effect of
percent for cooperators whose income extigher surcharges, since some higher-income
ceeds DHCR guidelines for Mitchell-Lamaresidents might move out if facing increased
housing. Figures used by the building’sost. Calling the issue “divisive” in Monday
Board of Directors in recent discussions putight’s discussion, Weatherhead also cited the
the number of apartment owners paying action by the Fair Play Committee as destruc-
surcharge at about 120 (out of 364 apartive to a “collegiality” enjoyed by the coop-
ments). Of the 120, about half pay the maxerative as awhole, and its Board, over the years.
mum surcharge — either because their re-The Fair Play committee had earlier raised
ported income exceeds the high end of then unrelated issue having to do with alloca-
surcharge index, or because they opt not twn of building shares, contending that small
provide certification of their income. apartments carry a disproportionately high

A two-bedroom apartment with four oc-assignment of shares, while large apartments
cupants or fewer, carrying maintenancearry a disproportionately low number of
charges of $1,205 per month, is typically nothares. Because monthly maintenance is
surcharged until household income exceedmsed on shares assigned to an apartment,
$112,770. The maximum surcharge of tethe share allocations have a direct bearing
percent is imposed only when incomen each cooperator's monthly costs.
reaches 146 percent of that amount, or The allocation issue is on a back burner for
$164,600. At present, the ten percent maxihe moment, with the immediate contention
mum surcharge results in a monthly maintesentering on the surcharge issue. But Dym
nance bill of about $1,330 for such an apartiaims that the combination of share alloca-
ment; with a 50 percent cap, the same apatiens and a low surcharge schedule puts an
ment on a maximum surcharge schedulgnfair burden on low-income residents, which
would pay about $1,800 a month. she says is contrary to the intent of the Mitchell-

The Fair Play committee contends that, whdrama law. Board members have claimed that
cooperators with the highest incomes pay sue-low schedule of surcharges makes for stabil-
charges limited to ten percent, the 40 perceity in the building, keeping it attractive for
they’re not paying must be made up by highdrigher-income shareholders, and that, after two
maintenance charges on all apartments. Dydecades of standing practice, higher-income
calculated that a recent maintenance increasareholders should not be hit with a sudden,
of about four percent would have been unnecadical increase in surcharges.



by Ralph Hennen

SPORTSWIRE
h h

BASEBALL Last Saturday morning - h e
(May 15), Harold Burrows led his Dodgers :
onto the field with a 5-0 standing. Downgis
two pitchers and tired from Friday night’se
outstanding win, the Dodgers, with Lema
Burrows, Jose Marte, David Marcus and Eri
Miranda pitching, managed to tie the gam
6-6 against the Orioles.

Friday night, the Dodgers trounced
Yorkville 5-0 with Roger Eckstein pitching
17 strikeouts, a near-shutout. The Oriol
turned the tables in their second game of t
doubleheader when they beat the Carding
5-1. Jovier Falcon pitched a near-shuto
game, with only one run scored. Brando
Steuber and Gordon Williams showed stro
batting skills as they helped bring the Ori
oles score to 5.

The “majors” standings are:
Orioles (Team 1) 2
Cardinals (Team 2) 0-
Dodgers(Team 3)

In the “minors” the Dodgers beat the Brew

ers and the Orioles won over the Cardinal —
The “minors” standings are:

Orioles (Team 1) 3-0
Brewers (Team 2) 1-2
Dodgers(Team 3) 1-2
Cardinals (Team 4) 1-2

Ladder play, a system in which players challenge others of a similar skill level, and cli
descend a playing ladder based on wins and losses. The top 20 ladder positions

rently held by:
Jan Buenner
Hanitra Rabeson
Michael Kolba
Carlos Braune
J.B. Jones

Rivo Rabeson
Jean Barut
Randy Lustig
Justin Rodriguez
Atul Gokhale
Nick Arvanitis
Paul Rechani
James Doran
Joern Kornhuber
Andrea Cuccolini
John Dougherty
Dick Fitzpatrick
Karin Jacobson
Arthur Alderman
Atsumi Kolba

Ladder play leads up to trophy play in two classes
and B) in the Fall.

For participants, Island tennis is a social experienc
learning experience, and a competitive challenge.
Roosevelt Island Tennis Association (RITA) organiz
several outdoor tennis events for all levels of players,
well as holiday picnics and barbecues on Memorial D4
the Fourth of July, and Labor Day. The picnics ar
chance for informal play against neighbors. They're fr
for RITA members and $5 for non-members.

The club runs informal doubles matches Saturday frc
10:00 a.m. to noon. Six courts are available seven d
a week, sunrise to 11:00 p.m.

Play on the Octagon Park courts requires a permit av
able by application at the Public Safety office on Main

Fidel Ramirez,
former Ladder Champ

J.B. Jones,
ranked fifth on the Ladder

Hanitra Rabeson,
ranked second on the Ladder
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Junior Tennis Carnival Today

The second annual New York Junior Tennis League (NYJTL) Family Carnival is set for
1:00 p.m. today (Saturday, May 22) at the Octagon Park courts.

Activities are planned that are intended to encourage newcomers, young and old, to tl
sport and give NYJTL participants a chance to show off their newfound skills for their
families. Carnival-goers do not have to be NYJTL players to join in the fun.

Prizes for activities have been provided through the support of Assemblymember Pe
Grannis and City Councilmember Gifford Miller. Use of the courts has been donated b
the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation.

The free NYJTL Spring and Summer tennis program for children 8 to 18 is held eacl
weekday, 3:00-6:00 p.m. Pee-Wees, ages 6 and 7, play on Tuesdays, 3:30-4:30. All pi
grams are conducted at the Octagon Park courts.

Warm weather,

“ cool music coming

It's Spring, and the tent at Trellis will
soon have canvas over it, tables and
chairs under it, and the gift of good

music through it. Good food, too,
indoors or out. Join us at Trellis,
where we're working hard to make
sure everything is just right.

See you at Trellis

152-1517

Better and better every day.
At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Classified 751-8214

SCHWINN RECUMBENT STATIONARY EXERCYCLE — Model 210p, $200. Call
832-3536

Street. RITA membership is a requirement for the organized events, with a membersth _ . .
charge that covers trophies and the cost of social activities. For more information coNfa&P!/CTRACK PRO MODEL - Includes electronics package — $750 list. Like

RITA President Jan Buenner469-3107or Vice President Michael Kolba 880-3811

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

Health Plans
Accepted

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building
Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule
your first appointment

Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA
HIP
Oxford

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

new. Asking $500 or best offer. Call Sherie or Matt, 935-7534

ACUPUNCTURE on ROOSEVELT ISLAND —NYS license, treating low back pain,
headaches, joint pain, anxiety, depression, menstrual/menopause symptoms,
chronic asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and more. Barbara Pittman 388-7313

INDEPENDENT BROKERS NEEDED — Show people how to save up to 80% on
dental work. This is not insurance. Incredible Home-Based business. Call
800-675-5155, access code 01.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE - Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt Island.
Snacks, play, homework supervision. Evenings, weekend sitting also. Eugenie
“Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on Rl. My home or yours. References provided. Eugenie
(212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY - Island resident Diana Birill.
available. (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214

BURN CALORIES - Sierra Aerobic Conditioner (same idea as Nordic Track).
Includes electronic motivator (tracks miles, calories burned, speed, etc.). Sturdy,
folds away neatly. Little-used. Originally $500. Asking $125 or b/o. 832-3456

Gift certificate



506 Main Street (212) 935-3645




