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Roosevelt Island may be about
to get self-governance.

Over the past few weeks, devel-
opments in Albany have made it
possible – perhaps even likely –
that both houses of the State Leg-
islature will pass a bill within the
next ten days, and that Governor
George Pataki may sign it into law.

Passage is by no means certain,
but reliable sources have indicated
the bill may be on a fast track.

The proposed legislation, drafted
by the Maple Tree Group (MTG)
and introduced by Assembly-
member Pete Grannis, then revised
and introduced by Senator Olga
Mendez, is in final stages and
poised to be considered before the
Legislature adjourns for the sum-
mer next week.

On November 3 as part of the
election of RIRA Common Coun-
cil members, Island residents re-
sponded to an advisory question by

Blue Out, Replacement Named;
Self-Governance Moving in Albany
Blue Finds An Exit
After Three-Year Ordeal

News analysis by Dick Lutz

New RIOC Boss:  Robert Ryan

Two-Year MTG Effort May
Soon Bring Elected Rule

by Anusha Shrivastava
David Bauer, the avuncular Rivercross

resident who has led the Maple Tree Group
through a two-year process that may soon
result in self-governance for the Island, isn’t
celebrating just yet.  He knows the legisla-
tive process and knows the fate of many best-
made plans.

Yet the plan that caught the eye of 92% of
Island voters at the November election may
find its way through the lawmaking process
soon.

As convenor of the Maple Tree Group, 71-
year-old Bauer is seen by its members as a
personification of Kipling’s character in If –
the man who “keeps his head when all around
are losing theirs.”

“David is a very calm, judicious person
who has the ability to keep a discussion in
the meeting to the subject at hand and focus
on the salient issues cogently,” says Lee
Edelman, a member of the Group.  Another
member, Sherie Helstien, describes him as
“a very even-handed, fair man, ideally suited
to be point person for the movement toward
self-governance.”

Roosevelt Island Day Next Saturday! Come on Out!

Islanders

Creating a Crossroads for Roosevelt Island
Ethel Romm adds: “David has made the

Maple Tree Group a think tank for the Is-
land.  Among all the organizations on the
Island, this is the one with the best manager
of an agenda.  David is a remarkable and
gifted leader who has the capacity to melt
tensions.”  Dick Lutz, Managing Editor of
The WIRE, who has followed MTG activi-
ties closely, says of Bauer, “His greatest gift
is a down-home dignity that clearly arises
from a native caring for everyone he touches
– both their person and their ideas.”

One of the techniques Bauer uses to keep
his group working together is to let every-
one talk in a round-robin at the end of the
meeting.  “It is a wonderful technique which
enables the quiet ones at the meetings to ex-
press their opinions or else a small group
would hog the limelight,” says Mary Camper-
Titsingh.  Laurence-Marie Brodsky describes
Bauer as “an extraordinary leader, down-to-
earth and articulate.  He gets the best out of
each member of the Group, takes in what we
bring and says the right thing at the right
time,” says Brodsky.

See Bauer, page 12

Jerry Blue is out.
This time it’s for real.
The official announcement of his

departure came Thursday morning
at the regular meeting of the Board
of Directors of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation (RIOC),
though the news had spread Island-
wide Monday evening and Tuesday
morning.

Blue’s replacement as RIOC
President is Robert Ryan, a Senior
Vice President of the Empire State
Development Corporation (ESDC).

It is not known how the change
fits with the anticipated passage of
self-governance legislation for the
Island (see separate story, this
page) – whether Ryan is a tempo-
rary and transitional appointment,
or is intended by the Governor to
serve long-term – or whether the
legislative move was simply the
straw that broke the back of the
Albany administration’s willing-
ness to continue risking the public-
relations disaster Blue seemed to
represent.

The controversial Blue held the
job of RIOC President for three
years, but was never accepted by
more than a handful of residents as
right for the position.  To those who
opposed him, he seemed to stagger
from one mistake to another.  His
few active defenders took the po-
sition that he was only doing what
his ultimate boss, the Governor,
wanted him to do.  At one point, a
small group even tried to hang the
tag of “racist” on those who op-
posed Blue’s policies and style, but
that idea never gained a moment of
traction with thinking residents.

Even Governor George Pataki
ultimately became disenchanted
with Blue’s inability to get along
with residents.  In November,
shortly after Blue’s patron, Sena-
tor Al D’Amato, was defeated in a
bid for reelection, Blue was called

to Albany and asked to resign.  He
responded, “I’m not ready yet,” and
Pataki’s advisors apparently de-
cided to dodge the consequences of
a public firing.

“They counted me out,” Blue is
said to have told members of his
staff in January, “and I’m going to
do the dance down Main Street.”
With that, he gathered a phalanx of
male staff members and walked

See Blue, page 6

See Self-Governance, page 15

Town Meeting Wednesday Night
Will Update Status of Legislation

The Maple Tree Group has scheduled a community-wide Town Meet-
ing for Wednesday night (June 16) at 8:00 to bring residents up to date
on the self-governance bill, its provisions, and its status.  At press time,
the Legislature was expected to adjourn by about Wednesday; if that
schedule is kept, by then the legislation will either have passed both
houses of the Legislature, or it may have to be reintroduced in January.

voting overwhelmingly to support
self-governance as described in the
Grannis legislation.  Essential pro-
visions of the bill, both then and in
its present form, give Island resi-
dents the right to elect a Board of
Resident Directors, and through the
elected Board, to hire professional
management, a change from the
present system in which the Gov-
ernor appoints RIOC Board mem-
bers and the President of RIOC.  Of
those voting, 92 percent favored the
self-governance legislation.  The
Common Council of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association
(RIRA) subsequently endorsed the
proposed legislation by a vote of
16-0, with three members abstain-
ing.

The bill (full text, page 8) pro-
vides for replacement of the exist-
ing RIOC Board of Directors with
a Board composed of seven Island

“Coming over on the Tram this morning, I was thinking what a
great opportunity I have here.”

Robert Ryan, 43, became President of the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation Thursday morning in a sudden shift that had resi-
dents blinking in surprise most of the week.  For that matter, it had
Ryan blinking, too – he’d known about his new assignment for “about
a week,” as he put it.

“I was very excited by the warm welcome I received this morning,”
Ryan told The WIRE in an interview shortly after his appointment.
Indeed, residents flocked to the front of the Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd to introduce themselves to Ryan, who responded to their “Mr.
Ryan” by correcting them:  “It’s Rob,” he said repeatedly.

Ryan took several opportunities to portray himself as open, a lis-
tener, willing to learn – as a public servant, in short, who sees
Roosevelt Island residents as his “bosses” and “constituents.”  He
said, “I want to listen,” in a brief speech after the RIOC Board ap-
proved a resolution confirming him.  “I work for all you people.  I
know that I have a lot to learn.  I don’t claim to have all the answers.

See Ryan, page 6
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Pages of Thought and Opinion

Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials,
and will consider publication on a Name Withheld basis, but the writer’s name,
address, and telephone number must be provided.  Preferred methods of sub-
mission:  PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk (any wordprocessing software) left at
531 Main Street for The WIRE; to 72260.20@compuserve.com by ASCII text e-
mail; or typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street, or faxed to (212)
755-2540.  Clearly handwritten letters will be considered.  We cannot take dicta-
tion of letters by telephone.  All letters subject to editing for length and clarity.

We Need Schools
The Masterplan and General Development Plan des-

ignated the minischools as school classrooms.  There
is at present a serious shortage of classrooms in New
York City for as many as 120,000 students.  Roosevelt
Island’s minischools could ease that shortage and
should be offered, since that is their purpose.  And
when Southtown is built, our island will have need of
even more classrooms.  Will another school have to
be built later on?  Or will our students have to leave
the island to attend school?

Since RIOC maintains that Roosevelt Island is now
self-sufficient, do we really need to sacrifice our
children’s schoolrooms to provide RIOC with the
modest amount of $250,000 in annual income that it
hopes to earn from the condominiums?

We Need Southtown
Development on Roosevelt Island should be con-

centrated on Southtown, not on random and unneces-
sary changes that defile the original plan.

Roosevelt Island has been acclaimed by urban plan-
ners worldwide for its concept that fluidly incorpo-
rates buildings and open spaces.  The design of our
present development will be violated by adding sto-
ries to the minischools.  Not only will the views from

a great many apartments in the surrounding buildings
be destroyed, but property values of these same apart-
ments will be adversely affected without due process,
in order to benefit a very few.

The proposed condominiums will also suffer from
difficult access.  The temptation to use the riverside
promenade for vehicular access will become irresist-
ible, and the pedestrian bias that was the foundation
of our community will be lost, possibly forever.  Fur-
thermore, once the Masterplan and General Develop-
ment Plan are altered without seeking an Amendment
and without the involvement of the residents and the
local Community Board, a precedent will be estab-
lished for further violations.

We Need Justification
Roosevelt Island was built with tax-free or low-in-

terest bonds issued by New York State to provide
badly-needed affordable housing.  It is unconscionable
to use such money to subsidize luxury condominiums.
What justification can there be for the minischool con-
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Two-Story Luxury Condominiums...
Who Needs ’Em?

by Opponents of Minischool Conversion

version to luxury housing, which negates the funda-
mental objective of providing affordable middle-in-
come housing close to Manhattan Island?

Furthermore, there is an explosion of luxury hous-
ing in the East 59th Street area of Manhattan.  How
do we know that there will even be a demand for such
housing on our Island, when there are more viable al-
ternatives in Manhattan?

We Need Planned Communities
Residents on this Island chose to live here, in part,

because this was a planned community.  Ad hoc
changes to the plan, such as the minischool conver-
sions, will totally subvert this original intention.  Pur-
poseful involvement for the good of the entire com-
munity has been a hallmark of Roosevelt Islanders.
Luxury housing has little to offer towards that spirit
in this close-knit Island community.

We Need to Be Consulted
Virtually every community group on the Island has

voiced opposition to this project.
The Roosevelt Island Residents Association de-

clared the conversion plan to be “an attempt to change
the very nature of the community.”

The Rivercross Board of Directors unanimously
adopted a resolution opposing the additional story on
the minischool conversion plan as being “contrary to
the General Development Plan for Roosevelt Island.”

The Westview/Island House Taskforce presented
petitions with 500 signatures to RIOC opposing the
minischool conversion plan.

Essentially Heroic
Watching the recent telecast of the Essence magazine

awards, I found myself falling in love with one of the honorees.

Tragically, the object of my affection is a child born with AIDS

and abandoned by her mother.  Adopted by a caring couple and

raised to understand what she might face in the future, this

lovely teenager has chosen to spend the years left to her

speaking to her peers in schools and at public meetings

about her illness and its prevention.

During the program, Essence announced it was launch-

ing a war against street gangs and guns, noting people of

color were the primary victims of violence today.  The

magazine pledged to do everything in its power to break

that cycle.  Write on!

Better Late Than...
Originally, I had planned to write a Mother’s Day column,

but couldn’t hack it.  The thoughts still are in my head, though,

so I’ll pass them on.

One of my Mother’s favorite lines was: “If you can’t say

anything good about someone, don’t say anything.”  Well that

would certainly eliminate Jerome Blue from my vocabulary.

One of my Grandmother’s favorite lines, when one of the

family or a close friend would chide her about what they felt

might be considered by others as outrageous conduct was:

“That’s all right.  If they’re talking about me, then that means

they’re letting somebody else alone.”

That was the apparent role destined to be played by Dr.

Blue, as stand-in for the Governor.  I think that George Pataki

never has forgiven us Islanders for our overwhelming votes

against him.  Maybe he never will, but I hope I’m wrong.  We’ll

soon know, won’t we?

The Last Word
It is with great regret that I have decided

to retire as Editor of The Main Street WIRE.

For some time now, I have not felt as if I

were pulling my weight as a member of the

staff and that Dick Lutz, our Managing Edi-

tor, was being called upon to undertake more

and more of the responsibilities for the pa-

per.  For that, I will always be grateful to

him and he knows that I will always be avail-

able to help out whenever needed.  And I re-

serve the right to write a Letter to the Editor now and then.

There are many of you who also have contributed to the

success of The WIRE over the years.  So many, in fact, that I

will not try to list you, but I thank you all.  To you, our readers,

I thank you, too, for your loyalty, gracious words and comments,

and wish you good reading.

Members of the RIOC Board’s Capital Planning and
Development Advisory Committee (and others) toured the
minischools last week, guided by developer Diane Wilson,
who described her plan to turn them into luxury condominium
residences.

If I had a shadow of an illusion that Public Safety
was doing its job adequately, that notion evapo-
rated Tuesday night.

About to cross Main Street, I observed two of Jim
Fry’s finest in conversation at the bus kiosk near the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  I, and they, observed
a yellow cab
speeding – re-
ally speeding –
south.  One of
the officers held
up an arm, and
the cab came to
a complete stop at the stop sign – then laid rubber
tearing away, quickly exceeding both a safe speed and
the Island’s limit.

“Did you see that?” I asked, knowing they had.
“Yes, he was speeding,” one acknowledged.
“And you didn’t stop him.”
“No.  We have no evidence...”
“It was obvious he was over the limit.”
“Have you ever been to traffic court?” one asked,

clearly angry that I was expressing discontent with
their lethargy in the face of dangerous use of a motor
vehicle.  His uniformed companion joined in, “You
can’t get a conviction...”

I interrupted.  “So you let him get away with it?”
“...can’t get a conviction and it’s a waste of time.”
“And a waste of his time, too,” I argued.  “If you

take him to court and he loses an afternoon, he won’t
be likely to speed here again.”

Each shook his head at this idea.
“Or at least stop him,” I said.  “At least stop him

and warn him.  Tell him not to do that here.”
Both laughed.
I left, wiser – and sadder – for the encounter.

GaGaGaGaGatestestestestes

See MiniCondos, page 12
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RIRA
President’s
Column

Sat., June 12, Mother Cabrini Flea Market, Good Shepherd Plaza.
Sat., June 12, 7:00 p.m., Sensational Seniors

Fashion Show, Senior Center, 546 Main Street.
Refreshments and door prizes.  Donation $5.
750-3952.
Sat., June 12, 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., Once

Upon A Mattress, Main Street Teen Theatre.  Chair
seats, $8; mat seats, $5.  Reservations recom-
mended; call 371-4449.

Sun., June 13, 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., Once
Upon A Mattress.

Mon., June 14, 7:30 p.m., Once Upon A Mattress.
Wed., June 16, 8:00 p.m., Town Meeting on Self-

Governance, discussing legislation now in process.
Sat., June 19, all day, Third Annual Roosevelt

Island Day.  Information, 838-4747.
Tue., June 22, Moving Up celebration for Pre-

K and kindergarten students at PS/IS 217.
Thur., June 24, 10:00 a.m., Graduation Cer-

emonies for 8th-graders, PS/IS 217 Auditorium.
Thur., June 24, 7:00-10:00 p.m., PS/IS 217 Se-

nior Prom, Manhattan Park Theater.
Sat., June 26, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Giant Flea

Market at Motorgate, sponsored by RISA.
Fri.-Sun., July 2-4, Fourth of July Fireworks and

Business Cards Issue of The Main Street WIRE.
Deadlines:  Advertising in the paper, Fri., June 25;
business cards for cards page(s), Monday, June
21, decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., June
28; bag materials due July 1.  Future issues:  July
31; Aug. 28 (Labor Day/Back-to-School issue);
Sept. 11 (Rosh Hashanah issue), Sept. 25; Oct. 9,
Oct. 23 (Halloween issue); Nov. 6, Nov. 20
(Thanksgiving/Business Cards issue); Dec. 4, Dec.
18 (Christmas/New Year issue); Jan. 8, 2000; Jan.
22, 2000.  Advertisers wishing to be included in unscheduled extra editions, without notice at the time, are
invited to call 826-9055 to make their interest known.  Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; urgent/
breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/fax for advertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone/fax to

list your Island organization’s event here, 317-8523.
Sun., July 4, Southpoint, Macy’s Fireworks.  Tickets scheduled to

go on sale Friday, June 18.
Wed., July 7, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting, Chapel of

the Good Shepherd.
Thur., July 8, 11:00 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel

of the Good Shepherd.
Sat., July 17, Mother Cabrini Flea Market, Good Shepherd Plaza.

Sat., July 31, Mother Cabrini Flea Market, Good Shepherd Plaza.
Wed., August 11, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Thur., August 12, 11:00 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Sat., August 28, Mother Cabrini Flea Market, Good Shepherd Plaza

Compiled by Claire Friedland – phone/fax 317-8523

At the Senior Center
Every week

Note:  July 1-August 31, activities in the Senior
Center will be limited due to summer vacation.
Mondays

9:00 Stay Well (exercise)
10:00 English as 2nd Language
10:00 Computer Class
12:30 Line Dancing (new)

Tuesdays
  9-10 Korean/English Class
  1:30 Bingo and Games

Wednesdays
  9:00 Stay Well (Stretch)
10:00 English as 2nd Language
12:30 Games
12:30 Provocative Discussion Group

Thursdays
10:00 Tai Chi
12:30 Movie

Fridays
10:00 English as 2nd Language (conversation)
10:00 Creative Arts
10:30 Blood Pressure Screening (to 11:30)

Special Events
Fri., June 25, June Birthday Party, 12:30 p.m.
Sat., June 26, Giant Flea Market, Motorgate,

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Fax or phone event information
to 317-8523.  Please provide a
phone number for follow-up.
There is no charge for listing
Island events here.

Patrick Stewart

Your business card
in the July 4 WIRE

See page 13

My wife, Karen, had an interesting conversation at the recent Career
Day at PS/IS 217 with a New York City Police Detective, who was there
to speak to the kids about his work.  At the luncheon following the event,
the Detective was talking to his lunch mates about his initial reaction to
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani’s initiative on Quality-of-Life crimes.  He said
that, at the time, he thought the initiative was just plain silly.  Here he
was “up to his knees in bodies” and Giuliani was worrying about boom
boxes.

But he went on to say that he had been proven wrong, and that he, and
other “hard-nosed old-liners” in the Police Department had come to see
the efficacy of the Quality-of-Life push, and that they were willing to
credit the general drop in crime levels to the stricter enforcement of mi-
nor crimes.  He said it seemed that, in communities that were willing to
tolerate minor infractions with no penalties, it was easier for the perpe-

trators of those minor in-
fractions to escalate into
more serious difficulties.

This was a casual con-
versation amongst a few
participants in the Career
Day event.  It was not an
official pronouncement,
but more an “owning up”
of a guy who had had his
mind changed against the

odds, and was surprised at the outcome.  As it happened, there was not a
teacher present to overhear the conversation, but had there been, it’s
likely the teacher would not have been surprised.  As a one-time profes-
sional soldier, I am certainly not surprised.

Actually, it doesn’t much matter whether it’s a Cub Scout outing or the
City of New York.  The rules are the rules.  When the rules are applied
equally across the board, and everyone knows what they are, and the
penalties for any infraction are seen as inevitable for anyone and every-
one, the rules tend to be obeyed.

It is human nature to try to get away with as much as you can, and
equally human nature to learn pretty quickly what you can get away with
and what you can’t.

Our laws are pretty clear-cut.  There are certainly enough of them.
And the laws of the City of New York
apply as equally on Roosevelt Island
as they do in Manhattan or the Bronx.

But the law enforcement is not the
same.  Not the same at all.

Governor Pataki ran on the same
Law-and-Order platform that
Giuliani did, and never fails to bring
it up at any speaking engagement.  It
is surprising to me that his manage-
ment here has been so unresponsive
to this issue, that this community,
under his direct protection, should
feel they must seek protection from
the City.

RIOC regularly states that the Is-
land is a crime-free community.  The
residents know better. Since the resi-
dents can see that Public Safety, for
whatever reason, has no direction to
pursue the crimes that are evident
even to the casual watcher, what are we to believe about the crime we
cannot see?

In this community, even the victims of crimes themselves must apply
through the Freedom of Information Laws to find if an incident has been
processed…if it has actually happened in the eyes of Public Safety.

The high season of Quality-of-Life crimes is upon us once again.  Per-
haps it would help if Public Safety posted signs publicly reminding the
community what the New York City regulations are about undue noise,
loitering, drug sales, public drunkenness, bicycle riding, littering and the
other issues that become more prevalent and intrusive with the return of
fine weather.

It certainly would help that there be better posting of the 15-mile-per-
hour speed limit on Main Street than the single rusted-over sign that is
no longer even readable.

But nothing will help until the decision is made to enforce the laws
that already exist; to see the crime before one’s eyes, and to do some-
thing about it.

And am I to say nothing of Jerry Blue and his departure?  Were I a
more politic man I surely would say nothing at all. The consequences,
fiscal and otherwise, of Blue’s tenure will be with us for some time to
come, and Robert Ryan surely faces a job of work.  But I personally owe
Jerry Blue a debt of gratitude.

I have gained a deeper respect for principles of American government
that I had largely left unexamined in any real pragmatic way, principles
that work as they were designed to work when the community is commit-
ted to making them work for the good of the community.

Without Blue I would not have come to know this community so well,
and I would not value it so dearly.  It is fair to say that most of us have
spoken at least once about RIOC to a neighbor to whom otherwise we
might never have spoken at all.  Many of us have learned of capacities in
ourselves, and in our neighbors, that we did not know were there until
they needed to be exercised.  We certainly have learned a little more
about what’s worth fighting for, and why.  We have become more of a
true community, a better community, and certainly a stronger commu-
nity.  Jerry Blue leaves us far better equipped to shape the future of our
community.

All that being said, I wish Jerry well in his future endeavors.

To many of us here today, Roosevelt Is-
land is a place we call home.  Over 20 years
ago, it took special people to venture to this
unique, beautiful, precious and exciting Is-
land.  We were like pioneers, without con-
veniences, transportation, major shopping
and entertainment.  But we made it work.
We organized sports teams, social events,
library groups, theater groups, religious
groups.

For many of us, other residents are not
just the people living next door; they are
more like friends and family.  We saw our
kids play and grow up together.

Barbara’s two children, Abby and Justin
– beautiful and creative –  were among the
children of Roosevelt Island.  Living to-
gether in a multi-cultural, multi-age com-
munity, and with the physically-challenged,
is something most people don’t get to expe-
rience, and it is what made Barbara – and
all of us – so special.

To Barbara, this was her home.  Her pres-
ence was felt throughout the Island.  One
would see her famous strides as she passed
by.

Barbara was a vibrant member of this Roosevelt Island family.  She could and would converse freely with
everyone.  She had many interests that enriched her conversation:  ballet, literature, antiques.

Barbara was spiritual, with meditating, chanting and yoga, which she enjoyed so much.  She took in a lot of
the spirit of the Island and enjoyed different experiences.  She attended the new Christian Redeemed church
and enjoyed the singing, the spirit and the friendliness of the church.  Cal and Barbara had many wonderful
times traveling, and returned to share their experiences.

For many, the Green Kitchen-Andy’s–Trellis was our little sanctuary, and it became a place for Barbara to
hang her hat.  If we needed to laugh, cry or vent our feelings, she was always there.

Barbara was a true Roosevelt Islander in spirit, venture, and fun, and that is in all of us here on Roosevelt
Island.

Let her vibrant smile and spirit continue.
Judith Arond

Barbara Ostlund

Barbara (Waldstein) Ostlund, June 1942 - May 1999
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Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Queensboro Hardware, Inc.
Full Service Hardware Store

Keys Made
Lock Work

Glass & Plexiglass cut to size
Ready-Made and Custom Shades and Blinds

Shelving Cut to Size
Lamps Rewired and Repaired

1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st1157 Second Avenue, between 60th and 61st
just stejust stejust stejust stejust steps frps frps frps frps from the om the om the om the om the TTTTTrrrrramamamamam

838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / F838-6629 / 838-6630 / Fax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098ax 838-0098

1590 York Avenue • 301 East 76th Street
(212) 249-PETS (249-7387) • (212) 734-7051
$30 minimum • Free delivery Wed. & Sat.

Please place orders one day in advance
Full line of supplies, cat & dog foods

Fax (212) 249-7450

752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

Warm weather,

outdoor tables

The canvas is over the tent at Trellis,
and we’ve got the weather and the food
to go with it.  Stop by – it’s where you’ll

find your friends enjoying all that
Trellis has to offer.

Apartment Share
One furnished (unfurnished if preferred) master bedroom

available in 3-bedroom apartment in Westview (625) with 2 single
adult female sisters.

Spacious, sunny bedroom:  Floor to ceiling window, walk-
in closet, own bathroom, spectacular view of Manhattan and East
River.  Overlooking courtyard.  On 3rd floor with doorman.

Neat, quiet, non-smoking females preferred.  $725/month
including utilities (negotiable).  Have cat; will keep her in our part
of the house.

Please call Janet or Jean at (212) 308-5167 between
8:00PM-9:30PM Mon.-Fri. and 1:00-4:00PM on weekends.  Have
answering machine.

Note: You must go through Roosevelt Island Management’s
screening process to be approved as our roommate.

TO OUR FRIENDS

AND NEIGHBORS

ON ROOSEVELT ISLAND

THE R.I. GREENS HAD OUR

FIRST MEETING AND VOTED TO

ADVOCATE FOR THE FOLLOWING:

� Self-Governance

� Preservation of green/open spaces,

gardens, and landmarks

� Rent regulations and tenant

protection.

� Better schools and NO mini-school

condos.

� Tram transfers/MetroCard

� Better reports from Public Safety

� Shopping buses

� Save Southpoint - NO Hotels

� No Corporate sell-out of R.I.

� Promotion of the Arts

Join us at our next meeting,

Thursday, August 19, 7:30 p.m.,

Island House Community Room.

Information:  308-6722
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Hello.  My name is Dr. Jerome Blue.
Welcome to the Roosevelt Island Tramway.
Every day in every way,
Roosevelt Island is better than ever.
Please look around and notice how everything
we do meets the same high standard.

Blue reportedly went ballistic with a RIOC staffer after seeing this WIRE editorial cartoon, published October 24, 1998.

Blue from page 1

from the RIOC office to the Tram
station, then to Motorgate.

During his tenure, Blue focused
on bringing development to the Is-
land – getting Southtown on track
and on finding other ways to turn
the Island’s assets into cash flow.
He proposed turning most of Oc-
tagon Park into a 25-
story commercial
eldercare facility, but
was beaten back by
residents unwilling to
part with designated
parkland.  The
eldercare facility,
which many feel
should be part of
Southtown, has more
recently been re-sited,
at least tentatively, on
part of the
Sportspark’s footprint,
just south of and hard
by the Queensboro
Bridge.  Blue pro-
posed turning the bulk
of 10-acre Southpoint
into a complex of two
25-story hotel towers
and a conference cen-
ter occupying the ruins
of the James Renwick-
designed smallpox
hospital.  That idea re-
mains alive, as does
another plan to put a
second story on the
Island’s west-shore minischools to
turn them into luxury condomini-
ums.

Blue’s administration was so
fractious that Joseph Lynch, the
Commissioner of the State Depart-
ment of Housing and Community
Renewal, took over the job of
chairing the meetings of the RIOC
Board of Directors.  Often, over re-
cent months, Blue’s proposed
agenda for those meetings would
be largely scrapped at Lynch’s di-
rection.

Blue also directed his
administration’s efforts at making
Roosevelt Island self-sufficient.
He was so determined to do so that
he refused funds that could easily
have been available to RIOC, had
he only been willing to request and

accept them.  Blue claimed success
in the quest for a balanced budget
at the beginning of 1999, but resi-
dents who have attempted to rec-
oncile the claim with the facts sus-
pect the claim relies on mirrors and
masking tape more than reality.
The suspicion is that Blue is pour-
ing one-shot income, like funds
from a settlement on the crane-

Tramway accident of February,
1998, into day-to-day operating
requirements.

In what often appeared to be des-
peration attempts to increase in-
come and reduce expenses, Blue:

• increased fees charged to Island
organizations for use of playing
fields (1997), then backed off when
faced with a vehement community
reaction;

• attempted to cut off night Tram
service at 9:45 (1998), an idea that
was never implemented because
community reaction was so swift
and so solidly against it;

• slashed maintenance of the
Main Street roadway, possibly an-
ticipating that Southtown construc-
tion vehicles would tear it up any-
way;

• made an effort to take over
scheduling of the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd, which serves as a
community center, and collect fees
for its use;

• raised fees at Motorgate;
• eliminated console operators at

the Tramway, a move opposed ve-
hemently by the late Al Weinstein
as a breach of safety; indeed, ab-

sence of a console op-
erator was later cited
as a contributing fac-
tor in the crane-Tram
collision of February,
1998, in which a dozen
residents were injured;

• charged Rivercross
for using sidewalks to
erect scaffolding in-
tended to protect pass-
ersby during concrete
repair;

• reduced staff in
some departments,
then ordered special-
ists to do work outside
their specialties in
time-consuming on-
the-job learning;

• spent down the
Island’s supplies set
aside during previous
administrations with-
out replacing them;

• imposed high fees
on the Sportspark
swimming pool, caus-
ing cancellation of a
YWCA program used

by Island youth.
Blue’s administration of Island

affairs was a significant factor in
the start of the Maple Tree Group
(MTG), which wrote the self-gov-
ernance legislation now in the
State Legislature, though MTG
members pronounced the Island’s
problems more “systemic” than
Blue-related.  Whether it was
Blue’s moves in attempting to
achieve self-sufficiency, or the
complete elimination, within two
years, of the State subsidy that
had grown to over $6 million,
Blue’s administration seemed
designed to illustrate the prob-
lems in a management system that
had no compelling mandate to
answer to residents for its poli-
cies and actions.

Blue so curtailed the flow of in-
formation from his office to Island
residents that Patrick Stewart,
President of the Roosevelt Island
Residents Association (RIRA), ac-
cumulated a foot-high stack of re-
quests and responses for docu-
ments exchanged under the Free-
dom of Information law.

Blue ignored RIRA and its elected
Common Council, and while he ad-
hered to that policy for nearly three
years, RIRA stood fast as the focus
of resident efforts both to unseat Blue
and to roll back the decisions he ap-
peared to make without resident con-
sultation beyond a handful of die-
hard supporters.

Blue apparently felt monumen-
tal pressure in the RIOC job.  Resi-
dents were a constant source of ir-
ritation to him, according to staff
members who talked with The
WIRE from time to time on condi-
tion their jobs not be jeopardized.
“He was explosive after meetings,”
one said, “and whenever The WIRE
came out.”  Though Blue professed
to ignore the Island’s newspaper,
he was actually an avid reader who
devoured every issue as soon as it
was available, then threw it in his
wastebasket – then insisted copies
be available when he wanted them.
(While The WIRE has strived to
report objectively on Blue and his
administration in news articles, the
paper often found fault with his ad-
ministration in analysis pieces, or
editorialized against his secrecy
and unwillingness to work with
residents, as well as his projects.
In an attempt to provide a balance
of opinion, The WIRE asked Blue
to write a RIOC President’s Col-
umn.  He did, for a while, then
abruptly stopped supplying it.)

The WIRE was banned from the
RIOC office at 591 Main Street at
one point, in a move that lasted just
one week.  Thereafter, staff mem-
bers were sent out to retrieve a
dozen copies from one or another
Island merchant; Blue wanted them
for reference, but didn’t want to see

staffers reading the newspaper, or to
see it around the office.  “We had to
have them, but they were not to be
visible,” said one RIOC employee.

On one occasion, when The
WIRE published an editorial car-
toon showing Blue superimposed
on a badly torn awning over the
staircase at Tramway Plaza, Blue
exploded at his Chief
Groundskeeper, according to staff
members who witnessed the con-
frontation.  “I don’t need this
f***ing cartoon s**t,” Blue is
quoted as shouting.  The witnesses
said the staffer who was the object
of Blue’s anger responded, “It’s not
my f***ing department,” remind-
ing him that the awning did not fall
in the category of “grounds.”

Blue is said to have reserved his
most coarse tantrums for female
members of the RIOC staff.  Re-
gardless of rank, they were required
to knock before entering his office
– a protocol rarely required of male
staff members.

During the last year of Blue’s
RIOC Presidency, his sessions of
railing at one staff member or an-
other approached daily frequency,
say those who were in a position to
observe him.  He is said to have
been tense before meetings, despite
a role-playing rehearsal in which a
staff member voiced questions that
might be expected from members
of the community or the RIOC
Board of Directors.  “After meet-
ings,” a staffer told The WIRE, “the
rule was to stay out of his way.”

Staff members used words like
“paranoid,” “secretive,” and “con-
trol freak” in describing Blue’s
demeanor and approach to his job.
One said, “He’s desperately afraid
of somebody knowing something
more than he knows.”

Blue was nominated by the Gov-
ernor to become Commisioner of
the State Division of Human
Rights, and the nomination was re-
portedly confirmed Tuesday in an
in camera (closed) session of State
Republican Senators.

I have to get up to speed on a lot of issues.  I want to sit down with all
the stakeholders – residents, business people, developers – everybody...
hopefully, we can work together.  You may not always like what I come
back to you and say.  Some days, I may have to be the bad cop.  But I’m
here to make it better.  The Governor understands the concerns of every-
one here and I’m thrilled to be here.”

Ryan was applauded warmly.
He has come to Roosevelt Island via the political campaign and public

service trail.  He ran the Governor’s 1994 campaign, then worked on his
transition team.  From there, he went to Empire State Development Cor-
poration (ESD) as Executive Director for Port Authority Affairs, a liai-
son function.  In summer, 1997, he became ESD’s Senior Vice-Presi-
dent for Communications.  In that job, he oversaw the I Love NY cam-
paign and ESD’s Office of Television and Motion Pictures.

Ryan, who is divorced, lives on 39th Street on the East side.  He has
twin daughters, 16.

Ryan said all the
right things in his in-
terview with The
WIRE – repeating his
intention to listen,
learn, and consult.  He
agreed to resume the
RIOC President’s Col-
umn in The WIRE, a
communications op-
portunity his predeces-
sor had dropped after
a few months.

He starts work Mon-
day morning.  “I’m a
pretty quick study,” he
said.  “I’m a good
judge of people, and
I’m good at analyzing.  My opinion isn’t that important... I have to be a
funnel for a broad range of views.”  Asked if he has any particular march-
ing orders from the Governor, he said, “Not yet,” but he expects them to
come.  “The Governor is a firm believer in seeing things run in a busi-
nesslike fashion, and keeping a rein on the tax dollars.”  Asked if he’ll
feel free to request State money if he sees a need, he said, “Yes.”  Then
he added, quickly, “I don’t know what the answer will be.  If there’s a
problem, [the Governor will] sit and listen, and then make a decision.”

Asked about the best job he’s ever held, Ryan expressed great satis-
faction in having worked on Pataki’s initial campaign for Governor, then
added, “But this has promise.  This could be the best.”

Ryan from page 1

At the end of Thursday morning’s RIOC Board
meeting, Ryan was greeted by a swarm of residents.
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Blue as Cartoon Fodder
During Dr. Jerome Blue’s three years as head of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation, he was a frequent subject of The WIRE’s editorial
cartoons.  Below, a jibe at Blue’s resolute ignoring of the General Development
Plan for the Island.  At bottom, a cartoon – some six months early – anticipating
Blue’s departure from the position.
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NEW YORK STATE SENATE
Introducer’s Memorandum in Support

submitted in accordance with Senate Rule VI, Sec. 1

Senate Bill #: S.4223-A
Assembly Bill #: A.7280-A

Senate Sponsor(s):  Senator Olga A. Mendez
Assembly Sponsor(s):  Assemblyman Pete Grannis

Title:  An Act to Amend Chapter 899 of the Laws of
1984, relating to creating the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation, in relation to the powers of such Corpora-
tion.

Purpose:  To reorganize the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation, in order to give residents a higher degree of
self-governance.

Summary of Provisions:  Section 2 defines a “Commu-
nity Election” and a “resident” for purposes of such an
election.  Section 3 establishes the composition of the new
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation Board (RIOC)
composed of 7 members, 2 appointed by the Mayor of the
City of New York, the remaining 5 to be elected by the
residents of Roosevelt Island.  The bill outlines the
organization, powers, duties, regulations, and limitations
of the newly recomposed RIOC.  Section 12 allows for the
Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) to
provide RIOC with assistance and services as RIOC may
deem necessary.  Section II sets an effective date.

Existing Law:  Currently, Chapter 899 of the Laws of
1984 provides that the RIOC Board be comprised of 9
members, 2 of which will be the Commissioner of DHCR
who shall be the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
the Board and the second the Director of the Division of
the Budget.  Of the remaining 7 members the Governor
will appoint two recommended by the Mayor of the City
of New York and 5 which he shall appoint at his discre-
tion.  Only 3 of the 9 members of the Board are required
to be residents of Roosevelt Island.

Justification:  RIOC was created in 1984 to manage
Roosevelt Island, oversee its continued development
through the master plan and allocate state capital funding
and operational support.  In recent years, however, state
assistance has evaporated and the Island has become
increasingly disenchanted with RIOC management.  This
bill would provide for resident management of the Island
thus giving a greater sense and measure of self-gover-
nance by requiring that the RIOC board be comprised of
duly elected residents, and authorizing the newly com-
prised board to manage the affairs of Roosevelt Island.

Legislative History:  New Bill.
Fiscal Implications:  None
Effective Date:  Sixty days after it becomes law.

Editor’s note:  Full text of the proposed legisla-
tion is reprinted here.  Boxes contain explana-
tory material and are not part of the legislation.
Language shown in bold type is new material
that changes the existing law on governance of
Roosevelt Island.  Material deleted from the
existing legislation is not shown.

The People of the State of New York, represented in
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows:

Section I.  Chapter 899 of the laws of 1984, relating to
creating the Roosevelt Island operating corporation,
subdivision 5 of section 3 as amended by chapter 55 of the
laws of 1992, section 8 as amended by chapter 770 of the
laws of 1988 and paragraph 2 of subdivision a of section 8
as amended by chapter 804 of the laws of 1990, is
amended and a new section 15-a is added to read as
follows:

Section 1.  Legislative declaration.  The legislature
hereby finds, determines and declares that:  (a) the city of
New York and the New York state urban development
corporation have entered into a lease and related agree-
ments providing for the urban development corporation to
use its statutory powers to create on Roosevelt Island a
new community which would retain and heighten the
benefits of urban living while preserving a sense of scale
and open space for Roosevelt Island residents and New
York city as a whole; (b) the urban development corpora-
tion and its successors have constructed the first phases
of the island’s development, including public facilities,
pursuant to a general development plan for Roosevelt
Island, updated from time to time, which plan contem-
plates significant future development on the island,
including the provision of additional housing, commercial,
civic, recreational and other facilities; (c) the urban
development corporation has transferred all its rights
and obligations with respect to the development, operation
and supervision of both such existing and such proposed
development to a public benefit corporation which has
been under the supervision of the commission of housing
and community renewal; and (d) it is in the public interest
that the public benefit corporation plan, design, develop,
operate, maintain, and manage Roosevelt Island, that such

corporation have vested in it such powers as are necessary
or convenient to effectuate those functions.

Section 2.  Definitions.  As used in this act, the follow-
ing terms shall have the following meanings:

1.  “City” shall mean the city of New York.
2.  “Commissioner” shall mean the commissioner of

housing and community renewal.
3.  “Community election” shall mean an election held

on Roosevelt Island
for the purpose of
electing the five
members to the
Roosevelt Island
operating corporation
as required by section three of this act.  Community
elections are to be held at the same time as a general
election held in an odd numbered year.

4.  “Corporation” shall mean the Roosevelt Island
operating corporation created by this act.

5.  “Development subleases” shall mean (a) the sublease
dated August 1, 1980 between the urban development
corporation and the city, (b) the ground lease, dated
October 30, 1972, between the urban development
corporation and North Town Phase II Houses, Inc., (c) the
ground lease, dated April 25, 1973, between the urban
development corporation and North Town Phase III
Houses, Inc., (d) the restated ground lease, dated Novem-
ber 30, 1977, between the urban development corporation
and Rivercross Tenants’ Corporation, and (e) the ground
lease between the corporation and Manhattan Park
dated August 4, 1986 and all other related leases.

6.  “Division” shall mean the New York state division of
housing and community renewal.

7.  “Lease” shall mean the lease, dated December 23,
1969, as heretofore or hereafter amended, among the city
of New York, the New York state urban development
corporation and the Roosevelt Island operating corpora-
tion, pursuant to which the city leased substantially all of
Roosevelt Island to the New York state urban develop-
ment corporation for development substantially in
accordance with the development plan referred to therein.

8.  “Resident” shall mean, for the purpose of section
three of this act, a
person over the age of
eighteen residing on
Roosevelt Island for a
period of not less than
one year immediately
preceding any election
held to select directors
to the Roosevelt Island
operating corporation
board including any election held to fill a vacancy to
the Roosevelt Island operating corporation board as
required by subdivision two of section three of this act.

9.  “Roosevelt Island” shall mean the island located in
the East River, city and county of New York, extending
from approximately fiftieth street to eighty-sixth street in
Manhattan.

10.  “Safe affordable housing for everyone, inc.” shall
mean the New York corporation organized under article 6-
A of the private housing finance law and under the
supervision and control of the commissioner.

11.  “Tramway franchise” shall mean the franchise for
the Roosevelt Island tramway granted by the city to the
urban development corporation on February 19, 1974.

12.  “Urban development corporation” shall mean the
New York state urban development corporation.

Section 3.  Establishment of corporation; organiza-
tion of board.

1.  To effectuate the purposes and provisions of this act,
there is hereby created the “Roosevelt Island operating
corporation”, which shall be a body corporate and politic
constituting a public benefit corporation and a political
subdivision of the state of New York.

2.  The board of directors of the corporation shall be
composed of seven directors.  Of the seven directors,
two directors, both of whom shall be residents of
Roosevelt Island as defined by this act, shall be
appointed by the
mayor of the city.  The
remaining five shall be
five residents who have
received the most votes
in the initial commu-
nity election.  The
initial community
election shall be held
on the first general
election held after
thirty days from the
date this act has
become effective, and the first meeting of each newly
elected board for the purpose of being sworn into
office and organizing itself shall be held within ten
days following the election.  Each director shall serve for
a term of four years and until a successor shall have been
sworn into office, except that in order to create a

board with staggered terms, of the five residents
originally elected to the board, the two residents
receiving the lesser number of votes shall serve until
the next general election in an odd numbered year,
and the three residents with the larger number of
votes shall serve until the second general election in an
odd numbered year.  At the first meeting following
each biennial election, the board shall elect a chairper-
son and vice-chairperson to serve for a two year term
until the newly elected directors of the board are
sworn in.  Any action taken by the directors of the
corporation shall be taken by a majority vote of the
directors then in office.
Vacancies that occur
in the board shall be
filled by vote of the
remaining directors on
an interim basis until
the next general
election in an odd
numbered year.  The
elected public officials
who represent
Roosevelt Island in the
national, state, and
city legislatures shall
be representatives to the
board of directors of the
corporation entitled to
receive notice of and
attend all meetings of such board with the right to hear
and be heard but shall not be entitled to vote.  Failure to
give such notice shall not affect the validity of any action
taken at a meeting of such board.  All meetings at which
three or more directors of the board are present shall
be open to the public, with notice of time and place of
the meeting posted prominently in a public place
designated for such postings at least three business
days prior to the meeting, except in the event of an
emergency, which action shall be ratified by the board
at the next following regular meeting.

3.  A director of the corporation shall not receive a
salary or other compensation, but shall be entitled to
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses incurred
in the performance of official duties as a director.  A
director of the corporation may engage in private employ-
ment or in a profession or business, unless otherwise
prohibited by law from doing so.

Section 4.  Powers of corporation.  The corporation’s
powers shall be limited to carrying out the development,
management and operation of Roosevelt Island.  In
carrying out such development, management and opera-
tion, the corporation shall have the power to:

1.  Sue and be sued;
2.  Have a seal and alter same at pleasure;
3.  Make and alter by-laws for its organization and

internal management and make rules and regulations
governing the use of its property and facilities;

4.  Make and execute contracts and all other instruments
necessary or convenient for the exercise of its powers and
functions under this act.  Purchases and contracts
involving the expenditure of ten thousand dollars or
more over a period of time shall be awarded by the
board of directors to the lowest responsible bidder
thereon only after the receipt of sealed bids or propos-
als called for by at least ten days of advertisement in a
publication generally
available to the
potential bidders for
the item.  Sealed bids
shall not be required if
the item to be pur-
chased can only be
supplied from one supplier, or if necessary to cope
with an emergency situation declared as such by a
competent authority;

5.  Acquire in the name of the corporation by purchase,
grant or gift, or by the exercise of the power of eminent
domain pursuant to the eminent domain procedure law, or
otherwise, real or personal property, or any interest therein
deemed necessary or desirable for the development, manage-
ment or operation of Roosevelt Island, including, without
limitation, leasehold interest, air and subsurface rights,
easements and lands under water at the site of Roosevelt
Island or in the general vicinity thereof, and to subject such
property or interest therein to a purchase money or other lien
or security interest in connection with the acquisition and
development thereof, provided that the corporation shall
have no authority or power to issue any notes, bonds or
other debt obligations, whether for the purpose of financ-
ing the development of Roosevelt Island or otherwise;

6.  Hold and dispose of real or personal property for its
corporate purposes;

7.  Appoint officers,
agents and employees,
prescribe their duties
and fix their compensa-
tion in accordance with a
staffing and compensa-

Voting eligibility
extended to all
residents over 18,
including the Island’s
population of non-
citizens.

All members of RIOC
Board to be elected by
residents, except for
two appointed by the
Mayor.  All Board
members must be
Island residents.  All
Island residents
eligible for the Board,
including non-citizens.

Vacancies on the RIOC
Board to be filled by a
vote of the remaining
members of the Board.

Elected representatives
of the Island in City,
State, and federal
legislatures to be non-
voting representatives
to the RIOC Board.

All Board meetings
open to public.

Sealed bids required
for suppliers and
contractors.

Elected RIOC Board
empowered to hire
professional
management.

Legislation Nearing Possible Passage

See Section 3.  Election
every two years.
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 Would Give the Island Self-Governance
tion plan developed by the board;

8.  Engage the services of private consultants on a
contract basis for rendering professional and technical
assistance advice;

9.  Procure insurance against any loss in connection
with its activities, properties and other assets, in such
amount and from such insurers as it deems desirable;

10.  Charge and collect fees, rents and other charges for
the occupancy or other use of real or personal property
owned, operated, managed or regulated by the corpora-
tion;

11.  Accept any gifts or grants of money or property, or
financial or other aid in any form, from the federal
government, the state, or the city (or any instrumentality
of any such government) or from any other source and,
subject to the provisions of this act and other applicable
law, to comply with any conditions of such assistance and
execute any contracts or other instruments in connection
therewith;

12.  Invest any funds of the corporation, or any monies
under its custody and control not required for immediate
use or disbursement, at the discretion of the corporation,
in obligations of the state or the United States government
or obligations the principal and interest of which are
guaranteed by the state or the United States government,
or in any other obligations in which the comptroller of the
state is authorized to invest pursuant to section 98 of the
state finance law;

13.  Enter into such agreements with the state, the urban
development corporation and the city as the parties thereto
deem appropriate to effectuate the provisions of this act;

14.  Assume and perform the obligations and responsi-
bilities of the urban
development corporation
under the lease, the
tramway franchise, and
all other contracts,
leases, and agreements
heretofore entered into

by the urban development corporation relating to the
development, management and operation of Roosevelt
Island (except that the corporation shall not assume any of
the rights, duties and responsibilities of the urban develop-
ment corporation or the corporation in relation to any
bonds or notes issued, or mortgages or security agree-
ments held, by the urban development corporation or any
of its subsidiaries) and exercise all of the rights of the
urban development corporation and the corporation with
respect thereto;

15.  Establish a budget prior to thirty days before
the start of each fiscal year for the needs of the
corporation;

16.  Create or abolish departments or offices for the
operation of the corporation, which are not otherwise
provided for by this act;

17.  Authorize the employment positions and fix the
compensation of employees of the corporation;

18.  Supplement any of the services provided by
other governmental
agencies in such a way
that will make the
services to residents of
Roosevelt Island better
and more complete
than otherwise pos-
sible; and

19.  Do and perform
all other acts necessary or convenient to carry out the
foregoing in connection with the development, manage-
ment, or operation of Roosevelt Island.

Section 5.  Rules and regulations; approval of
development plan amendments; applicability of local
laws.

1.  The corporation shall promulgate such rules and
regulations as it shall deem appropriate to provide an
opportunity for  residents of Roosevelt Island to comment
upon any major amendment of the development plan for
Roosevelt Island referred to in the lease at a public
hearing held prior to its adoption by the corporation.

2.  The corporation shall not enter into any agreement
for the design or construction of any improvement
provided for in any amendment prior to approval by the
board of directors.

3.  The requirements of all local laws, ordinances,
codes, charters or regulations shall be applicable to the
construction, alteration or improvement or any building or
structure on Roosevelt Island.

Section 6.  Powers and duties of urban development
corporation; lease and
tramway franchise.

1.  The corporation
shall perform all
obligations of the urban
development corporation
or any of its subsidiaries
with respect to the
development, manage-
ment and operation of

Elected Board
becomes responsible
for all development.

Island remains part of
New York City.  Elected
Board to supplement
City services as
needed by residents.

Elected Board
becomes responsible
for the Tramway and
observing the
provisions of the lease
and General
Development Plan.

Chronology
___1997___

July 4
Island protest demands “Democracy Now for

Roosevelt Island.”
Several hundred residents sign “Petition for

Democracy.”
Formation of Maple Tree Group (MTG) announced in

The WIRE.

July 7
Maple Tree Group formed at initial meeting.

August
A resident member of the RIOC Board of Directors,

Willard Warren, dismissed by Governor Pataki,
replaced with non-resident Frank McKenna, leaving
only two residents (David Kraut and Ron Vass) on
the Board.

September
Assemblymember Pete Grannis asks Mayor Rudy

Giuliani to fill his two slots on the RIOC Board.

October
Maple Tree Group issues report faulting Island’s

governance, saying “citizens have no systematic
input into the process of making decisions about
matters that touch them directly.”

RIRA President Patrick Stewart and a group of
residents meet with Deputy Mayor Rudy
Washington, urging that the Mayor nominate
residents for the RIOC Board.

October 27
Residents Association stages protest at Tramway

Plaza in Manhattan.  Residents march to the
Governor’s New York City office and present a list
of grievances.

November
Maple Tree Group announces draft legislation calling

for a Board of Residents to replace RIOC Board.
Over 80 residents participate as the bill is fine-
tuned over the next several months.

___1998___

Summer
Grannis Bill introduced in the State Assembly.

August
Ron Vass resigns from RIOC Board of Directors.  His

letter tells RIOC President Jerome Blue, “You have
turned the Island’s population against you.”

September
Over 100 members of the community attend a

Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA)
meeting to hear about the Grannis bill and kick off
a renewed “Drive for Democracy.”  RIRA puts the
self-governance question on the November ballot.

October
At a Town Meeting, Grannis describes self-

governance legislation and tells residents, “It won’t
be easy,” but says he sees a real chance of
eventually getting self-governance for the Island.

November 3
In RIRA election, 92% of voters back Grannis bill.

December
State Senator Olga Mendez agrees to back self-

governance.
Island residents Susan Whitaker (of the Roosevelt

Island Council of Organizations, RICO), and RIRA
President Patrick Stewart are seated as non-voting
members of the RIOC Board.  (As of June 1999,
they have still not been confirmed as voting
members; only one Island resident, David Kraut, is
a voting member.)

___1999___

February
Acting Commissioner Joe Lynch of the State Division

of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR)
becomes Commissioner

Lynch names residents and others to two advisory
committees to the RIOC Board of Directors.

RIRA Common Council votes active support for
Grannis bill, 16-0 (3 abstaining).

March
Lynch tells MTG the Governor is interested in finding

a formula for Island self-governance.
Faced with several development projects deemed

undesirable, RIRA’s Common Council votes to
raise funds for litigation.

May
Mayor Rudy Giuliani holds a Town Hall Meeting on

Roosevelt Island, tells residents, “I’d be happy to
work with you to liberate Roosevelt Island.”  He
assigns his counsel to work with RIRA President
Patrick Stewart on the problem.

June
Senator Olga Mendez introduces revised self-

governance bill in the State Senate.

Roosevelt Island including, without limitation, all such
obligations arising under the lease and the tramway
franchise.

2.  The urban development corporation, the division and
the corporation shall each use their best efforts to obtain
any required consents to the assignment of the lease and
the tramway franchise from the urban development
corporation to the corporation and to any other assump-
tion by the corporation of the obligations of the urban
development corporation or any of the subsidiaries under
any other contracts, leases, agreements or instruments
entered into by the urban development corporation, or any
such subsidiary, relating to the development, management
or operation of Roosevelt Island (other than any bonds or
notes issued or mortgages or security agreements held, by
the urban development corporation or any of its subsidiaries)
and, upon obtaining such consents, the corporation and the
urban development corporation shall enter into such
agreements and take such actions as shall be necessary to
effectuate such assignments and assumptions, provided
that in order to permit the urban development corporation
to recover the investment which it has heretofore made in
the development of Roosevelt Island, such agreements
shall provide appropriate assurances satisfactory to the
urban development corporation (a) for the prompt
payment directly to the urban development corporation of
(i) all sums from time to time due from lessees under the
development subleases and (ii) all sums received by the
corporation from the city in connection with the termina-
tion of the lease, and (b) for the amending or supplement-
ing of the development subleases to the extent, if any,
necessary to protect the rights of the holders of any
mortgages on the leasehold interests created thereunder.
Nothing in this act shall (a) constitute or authorize an
assignment by the urban development corporation (or any
subsidiary thereof) of any mortgage or security interest
held by the urban development corporation (or any such
subsidiary) on any real or personal property or interest
therein on Roosevelt Island or any rights or obligations of
the urban development corporation (or any such subsid-
iary) arising under any such mortgage or security agree-
ment, (b) relieve the urban development corporation of
any of its obligations under any bonds heretofore issued
by the urban development corporation, or (c) otherwise
affect the interests of the holders of any such bonds.

3.  All revenues (other
than state appropria-
tions) derived from the
contracts, leases,
agreements or instru-
ments assigned to or assumed by the corporation pursuant
to subdivision two of this section shall be applied first to
the payment of those obligations assigned to or assumed
by the corporation.

4.  The urban development corporation and the corpora-
tion are hereby authorized to enter into such agreements
with the city as the corporation shall determine to be
appropriate to amend, reform or supplement the lease
(including the development plan referred to therein) and
the tramway franchise in order to carry out the purposes of
this act.  The provisions of any general, special or local
law notwithstanding, the city is hereby authorized to enter
into any such agreements with the corporation and the
urban development corporation.

Section 7.  Equal employment opportunities.
1.  The corporation shall not discriminate against

employees or applicants for employment because of race,
creed, color, national origin, sex, age, disability or marital
status, and will undertake or continue programs of
affirmative action to ensure that minority group persons
and women are afforded equal opportunity without
discrimination.  Such action shall be taken with reference,
but not be limited, to recruitment, employment, job
assignment, promotion, upgrading, demotion, transfer,
layoff, termination, rate of pay or other forms of compen-
sation, and selections for training or retraining, including
apprenticeship and on-
the-job training.  All
persons who have
completed a probation-
ary period with and
are then employed by
the corporation as of a
date six months before the final adoption of this act
may apply for and shall be given preference in filling
positions on the revised table of organization created
by the corporation.

2.  The corporation shall request each employment
agency, labor union, or authorized representative of
workers with which it has a collective bargaining or other
agreement or understanding to furnish a written statement
that such employment agency, labor union, or representa-
tive shall not discriminate because of race, creed, color,
national origin, sex, age, disability or marital status and
that such union or representative will cooperate in the
implementation of the corporation’s obligations thereunder.

3.  The corporation shall state, in all solicitations or
advertisements for employees placed by or on behalf of

Existing RIOC
employees to be given
preference in staffing.

Existing RIOC revenue
streams maintained.

See Legislation, next page
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Open and timely
budgeting and
financial reporting.

“Old” RIOC required
to transfer
proportional funds
to “new” RIOC at
time of transition.

Regular opportunities
for residents to
appraise the structure
of Island management.

Legislation from previous page

“Old” RIOC
restricted to a
caretaker role
during the
transition.

DHCR to assist the
new RIOC in budgeting
and other matters.

the corporation, that all qualified applicants will be
afforded equal opportunity without discrimination because
of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, age, disability or
marital status.

4.  The corporation shall seek meaningful participation
by minority business enterprises in the programs of the
corporation and shall actively and affirmatively promote
and assist their participation in the corporation’s pro-
grams, so as to facilitate the award of a fair share of
contracts to such enterprises.  For purposes hereof,
“minority business enterprise” shall mean any business
enterprise which is at least fifty-one per centum owned by,
or in the case of a publicly owned business, at least fifty-
one per centum of the stock of which is owned by, citizens
or permanent resident aliens who are Black, Hispanic,
Asian, American Indian, or women, and such ownership
interest is real, substantial and continuing.

Section 8.  Notice of claims.  1.  A notice of claim,
served in accordance with the provisions of section 50-e
of the general municipal law, shall be a condition prece-
dent to the commencement of an action against the
corporation, its officers, directors, and employees.  No
such action shall be commenced more than one year after
it has accrued, except that an action against the corpora-
tion for wrongful death shall be commenced within the
notice of claim and time limitation provisions of title 11 of
article 9 of the public authorities law.

2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of section 113 of the
retirement and social security law and any other general,
special, or local law, the Roosevelt Island operating
corporation shall provide to persons employed by the
Roosevelt Island operating corporation any retirement,
disability, death or other benefits provided or required
pursuant to any agreement with a labor union of which its
employees are members, and the Roosevelt Island
operating corporation is hereby authorized to retroactively
or in the future make such contributions as may be
necessary to provide such benefits.

Section 9.  Annual budget and report.
1.  On or before September 15 of each year, the general

manager of the corporation shall make and deliver to the
board of directors a proposed budget for the operation of
the corporation for each
of the next two fiscal
years.  At the same
time the general
manager shall publish
in a paper of general
circulation within the
community a date for a public hearing within the next
thirty days and a notice that the proposed budget is
available for public inspection.  The budget shall
include the total amount needed for corporate purposes,
including the funds required by the corporation for
operation of Roosevelt Island facilities and improvements,
the source of all funds that the corporation expects to
receive and such other information necessary to project
the financial future of the corporation.

2.  The general manager shall submit to the board of
directors and to the residents of the community, within
ninety days after the end of its fiscal year, a complete and
detailed report setting forth (a) the operations and accom-
plishments of the corporation administration, and (b) its
receipts and expenditures during such fiscal year in
accordance with categories and classifications established
by the corporation, for its operating and capital outlay
purposes.

Section 10.  Future management study.  The board of
directors shall appoint a committee of Roosevelt Island

residents to study the future operation and manage-
ment of Roosevelt
Island at least once in
each decade.

Section 11.  Liability
for community obliga-
tions; tax exemption.

1.  The obligations of the corporation shall not be debts of
the state, and the state shall not be liable thereon, and such
obligations shall not be payable out of any funds other than
those of the corporation, nor shall the corporation be liable
for any obligations of the state.

2.  It is hereby found, determined and declared that the
creation of the corporation and the carrying out of its
purposes is in all respects for the benefit of the people of the
state and is a public purpose, and that the corporation will be
performing an essential governmental function in the exercise
of the powers conferred upon it by this act.  The corporation
and its operations, property and moneys shall be free and
exempt from taxation of every kind by the city and state and
any subdivision thereof.  Except as herein above provided
and except as may otherwise specifically be provided,
nothing contained in this act shall confer exemption from any
tax, assessment or fee upon any person, firm, corporation or
other entity, or upon the obligations of any of them.

3.  The board will have two hundred forty days from the
date that the board first takes office to examine the contracts,
obligations and commitments entered into by the corporation
which the corporation identifies as an obligation of the board
at the date the board takes office.  The board may opt to
accept any specific obligation or enlist an arbitration body to
recommend whether the obligation is valid from the stand-
point of appropriateness and conformance to legal procedure.

4.  Any expenditures of the corporation shall be in
accordance with the adopted budget or a modification
approved by the board of directors.  Expenditures
shall be made by check, countersigned by a member of
the board of directors and the general manager, or by
such other two parties as approved by the board of
directors.

Section 12.  Division of housing and community
renewal; assistance and services.  The corporation may
from time to time request the division to perform such
services and render such technical assistance to the
corporation with respect
to the development,
management or opera-
tion of Roosevelt Island,
including but not
limited to, developing
an annual budget and
report, developing an organizational structure,
developing employee and employment criteria and any
such matters as the corporation deems necessary or
convenient and may provide for the reimbursement to the
division by the corporation of the reasonable cost of such
services.  The division is hereby authorized to perform
such services and render such technical assistance as may
be agreed upon between the division and the corporation
pursuant to this section.  In addition, the commissioner is
hereby authorized to represent the corporation in any
negotiations with the city concerning amendments or
supplements to or reformations of the lease and tramway
franchise as contemplated by section six of this act.

Section 13.  Operation of Motor Vehicles.  In addition
to any other power conferred upon it by this act, the
corporation is hereby authorized to prescribe rules and
regulations governing the operation (including the
parking, standing or stopping) of vehicles on Roosevelt
Island; provided, however, that such rules and regulations
shall not unreasonably restrict access to any city facilities
situated on Roosevelt Island nor unreasonably restrict

parking by city of New York employees, their visitors and
invitees in the immediate vicinity of such city facilities.
The violation of such rules or regulations shall be an
offense punishable upon a first conviction thereof by a fine
of not more than fifty dollars, upon a second within a
period of eighteen months by a fine of not more than one
hundred fifty dollars, and upon a third or subsequent
conviction thereof within a period of eighteen months by a
fine of not more than one hundred fifty dollars, or by
imprisonment for not more than thirty days, or by both
such fine and such imprisonment.  For purposes of
enforcement and administration of such rules and regula-
tions, including but not limited to conferring jurisdiction
with respect thereto upon the applicable courts and
administrative tribunals, all provisions of law relating to,
and rules or regulations of, the New York city department
of transportation not inconsistent with this act shall be
applicable.

Section 14.  Separability of provisions.  If any section,
clause or provision of this act or the application thereof
shall be adjudged invalid, such judgment shall not affect or
invalidate any other section, clause or provision of this act.

Section 15.  Transfer of appropriations and assets.
1.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or

special law, the director of the budget is authorized to
transfer to the corporation funds budgeted by the corpo-
ration and or appropriated
to the corporation for the
fiscal year in which the
board of directors first
takes office.  The trans-
ferred funds shall be the
proportionate amount for
the months remaining in
the corporation fiscal
year to carry out the provisions of this act, including
providing for Roosevelt Island operations, capital im-
provement program and any other appropriate management
expenses.  The amount of the budget involved in this
transfer shall not be less than the average amount of
the budgets used by the corporation over the last three
completed fiscal years.

2.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
special law, no part of such appropriations shall be
available for the purposes designated until a certificate of
approval of availability shall have been issued by the
director of the budget and a copy of such certificate is
issued by the director of the budget and a copy of such
certificate is filed with the state comptroller, the chairman
of the senate finance committee and the chairman of the
assembly ways and means committee.  Such certificate
may be amended from time to time, subject to the approval
of the director of the budget, and a copy of each such
amendment shall be filed with the state comptroller, the
chairman of the senate finance committee and the chairman
of the assembly ways and means committee.

Section 15-a.  Caretaker role of corporation.  During
the period from the date this act becomes law until the
board of directors of the
community has been duly
constituted in accordance
with the provisions of this
act, the corporation shall
assume the role of care-
taker of Roosevelt Island.
As caretaker, the corpo-
ration shall make no
contract, commitment or obligation with a duration of
more than three months.

Section II.  This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day
after it shall have become a law.

The line-up at a meeting of the Maple Tree Group last week at PS/IS 217:  Rear, Lee Edelman, David
Bauer, Vicki Feinmel, Ron Vass, Laurence Brodsky, Mary Camper-Titsingh; front, Matthew Katz,
Sherie Helstien, Linda Heimer.  Some regulars were absent, including Oak Soon Hong, Mickey
Karpeles-Bauer, Dick Lutz, Kathie Niederhoffer, and Ethel Romm.

Legislator champions for the Maple Tree Group’s bill – Assemblymember Pete Grannis, left, explained
the legislation at an October Town Meeting.  Senator Olga Mendez picked up the cause in December,
after November’s Island election demonstrated resident sentiments with a 92% backing of the bill.
She was photographed during a December visit for a meeting with MTG members.
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TIRED OF BANK FEES?
Does your bank charge you a fee for everything you do?

If you fall below a specified balance?
A per-check charge fee?
A monthly service fee?

An exorbitant bounced check fee?
A cashier’s check fee?

A pre-payment penalty for paying a loan off?

If you are tired of paying outrageous fees – join

Montauk Credit Union!
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123

IF YOU�RE NOT A MEMBER OF THE CREDIT UNION, WHAT ARE YOU

WAITING FOR?  Call today for more information.
All member accounts insured up to $100,000 by the NCUA

Support The WIRE with your business card in the
Great July 4 Business Card issue, distributed Island-wide

and at the Southpoint Fireworks Festival See page 13
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AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!SMILES ARE!
WWWWW e offe offe offe offe offer free orer free orer free orer free orer free orthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to cthodontic consultations to childrenhildrenhildrenhildrenhildren
and adults who are residents of Rooseand adults who are residents of Rooseand adults who are residents of Rooseand adults who are residents of Rooseand adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.velt Island.velt Island.velt Island.velt Island.

Please call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call fPlease call for an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.or an appointment.

DrDrDrDrDr..... Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff Gerald Sweder and staff

200 200 200 200 200 WWWWW ..... 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street 57th Street
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501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street501 Main Street
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Patrick Stewart, President of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association, declared that
“RIOC management’s determination to act
arbitrarily instead of seeking acceptable
compromises with the residents... has cost
the State of New York three years of exten-
sive effort with nothing to show in return.”

Shirley Margolin, a former Assistant to the
Commissioner of DHCR, feels “there has not
been sufficient exploration of alternative pro-
posals that are more in keeping with the resi-

Born in Syracuse, New York, David left
his hometown only after graduating from
Syracuse University in the early 1950s.  He
has an undergraduate degree in civil engi-
neering and a master’s degree in public ad-
ministration.  He moved through twenty-one
different cities after leaving Syracuse, work-
ing as a consultant and town planner, man-
aging various boroughs and towns in the New
England area until he
finally moved to
Roosevelt Island 20
years ago.

In the ’60s, he
served as a member
of the County Plan-
ning Commission of
Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vania, and the Pro-
fessional Standards
Committee of the
Connecticut Munici-
pal Training Pro-
gram of Hartford,
Connecticut.  He was
also the President of
the Connecticut
Town and City Man-
agers’ Association
and the Wethersfield
Equal Opportunity
Council.  In the late
’70s, David was a
member of the Local
Government Personnel and the Risk Man-
agement Committees of the International
City Management Association based in
Washington, D.C.  The early ’80s saw him
serve on the Board of Directors of the Chi-
cago Dock and Canal Trust in Chicago.

On the Island, Bauer served a long period
as the President of the Roosevelt Island Pub-
lic Library, and a year as a member of the
Board of the Roosevelt Island Council of
Organizations.  “I was aware of the genesis
of Roosevelt Island and the development of
the planned community here,” he says.  “I
moved here to enjoy that, and the grass and
the trees.  I loved every bit of it until I saw
the current Island administration appointed.
They had a changed attitude toward resi-
dents.  When working in the mid-’90s on a
project in L’viv, Ukraine, I realized how
similar life in both places was becoming.
Citizens had no input in the operation of the
community.  Decisions were being made for
them.  A fortress mentality existed – when

A working session of the Maple Tree Group – Clockwise from far left:  David Bauer, Lee Edelman,
Vicki Feinmel, Sherie Helstien, Matthew Katz, Mary Camper-Titsingh, Tom Shaker, Kathie Niederhoffer,
Ron Vass, Ethel Romm, Oak Soon Hong.  Over 80 residents have participated in the group’s work.
Meetings, open to all, are held Monday nights at 7:30.

people wanted to find out something, they
were given sketchy or no information.  I
thought a social disaster would occur here
too.”

In order to prevent or at least postpone this
calamity, Bauer, whose personal motto is “if
it is to be, it is up to me,” decided that a
survey should be conducted to see if Island
residents were satisfied with the delivery of
services on the Island.  “When I realized that
most of the people surveyed felt that services
were woefully below standard, I put together

a draft to transfer re-
sponsibility to
people elected by Is-
land residents.  Our
group managed to
gain the ear of
Assemblymember
Pete Grannis and
Senator Olga
Mendez.  The Bill
has been rewritten to
meet the require-
ments of the Senate
and the administra-
tion.  Whether the
Bill is passed or not
remains to be seen,
but at least we have
made our point
clear.”   Bauer con-
tinues, “I am an opti-
mist – hopefully a
realistic optimist.”

What is next on his
agenda?  “I can’t say

for sure.  I will do what needs to be done.  I
have only just so much energy and no grand
masterplan.  I am willing to look at doors of
opportunity but I am neither a daredevil nor
a Don Quixote,” says Bauer.  “I have a fear
of being stuck in a rut.  If I see things that
need to be done, I go back to them.  I try not
to intrude on what others are doing because
I know I am not all-wise.”

Bauer’s friends and fans think he is a sin-
cere and hard worker who is dedicated to
Roosevelt Island.  Faye Vass says of him,
“He is astute, he researches everything.  He
doesn’t say anything he cannot back up and
gets right to the point.  I respect him because
he is reliable and runs to do things himself.”
Matthew Katz thinks that apart from running
a superbly organized meeting, he always
manages to find a consensus because he re-
mains so calm.  “With his big glasses, his
beard and his suspenders, when you talk to
him, you feel you are in the presence of the
Buddha,” Katz says.

Bauer from page 1

Minicondos from page 1

dential, middle-income nature of the present
community and its Master Plan.”

Richard Wade, former Commissioner of
Housing in Chicago, Illinois, says: “... The
well-to-do never have trouble finding shel-
ter... our mission is to relieve a critical short-
age of low- and moderate-income housing
that is worse now than it was 20 years ago.”

We don’t need luxury condominiums!
Need More Information?
Call 752-7607.
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Don’t be left out... Everybody will be in it...

Be part of The WIRE’s
Great July 4

Business Card Issue
Run your business card in

The WIRE’s special July 4 issue
scheduled to be distributed to Fireworks visitors that date
as well as the usual distribution to every Island apartment

Just $35 prepaid (3.5 x 2.0 inches)
Do it to advertise your service

Do it to advertise your business
Or just to support The WIRE

Just send your card and your check, payable to
The WIRE, to:  The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413,

Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
Cards will run slightly reduced to 3.3w x 1.8h.  The word retired will be added, if you specify.

You may write additional information on your card, if appropriate to indicate the nature of your work.

Deadline:  Monday, June 21
Send it in now while you’re thinking about it,

and show your support for The WIRE
If you prefer not to publish a business card but would like to support The WIRE, contribute $20 and

have your name on a list that will accompany the business cards.
Thank you for supporting The Main Street WIRE, Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper.

Main Street Teen Theatre   Princess Winnefred (Ellior Marcus) tells her betrothed, Prince Dauntless
(Ben Daley) to find a kingdom, so they won’t have to live with in-laws.  Background:  Natalie Ortiz as
Jester, Taryn Levine as Wizard.  Below, Queen Aggravain (Caitlin Donovan) says, “Here’s a nice
consolatoin prize,” as Sir Studley (Nicholas Ortiz) shows the court the plucked chicken.  Looking on
are Prince Dauntless (Ben Daley) and King Sextimus (J.D. Zamfirescu).

This Weekend:  Once Upon A Mattress
See ComingUp, Page 3, for times and ticket information

Tell advertisers
you saw them in The WIRE.

Every mention helps!
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We repair all kinds of shoes
Expert on cowboy boots,

luggage, pocketbooks
Accepting most major credit cards

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

1163 2nd Av (betw. 61st & 62nd)
(212) 755-5559

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

JAMAICA HILLS
FOOTCARE CENTER
Dr. Ronald J. Beauvais

Podiatrist / Foot Specialist

MEDICARE ACCEPTED
Medical & Surgical Treatment

of ALL foot disorders

Specializing in treatment of
Senior Citizens� Foot Disorders

and Diabetic Foot Care

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

718-206-0011

toll-free 1-888-801-3221

DENTDENTDENTDENTDENTAL NEWSAL NEWSAL NEWSAL NEWSAL NEWS
FLASH!!!FLASH!!!FLASH!!!FLASH!!!FLASH!!!

Dental Patients Have Rights Too.
By LM Itskowitch D.D.S., P.C.
501 Main St. Roosevelt Island

752-8722752-8722752-8722752-8722752-8722
BE INFORMED:BE INFORMED:BE INFORMED:BE INFORMED:BE INFORMED:  When you are offered a choice by your employer
as to in- or out-of-network dentists, read carefully.  In many instances,
depending on the work that is needed, your out-of-pocket expense
can be zero with either choice.  Make the wise decision with the
freedom to select your own out-of-network personal dentist.

JAY�S SEA
WORLD

FISH MARKET
530 Main Street

935-1702

Ready to eat.
Just put in microwave oven.

�> Cajun Marinated Catfish

�> Cajun Marinated Flounder

�> Lemon Butter Dill Sauce Flounder

�> Lemon Herb Marinated Flounder

�> Lemon Herb Marinated Shrimp

�> Ginger Teriyaki Marinated Salmon

�> Smoked Fish

�> Trout

�> Mackerel

�> Nova

�> Norwegian Salmon

Mon.-Sat., 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Closed Sunday
free initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultation



RENT A NEIGHBOR – Experienced cat, small pet & plant caretaker.  House sit,
deliveries & repairs, etc.  Longtime RI resident.  980-8978

NORDICTRACK PRO MODEL – Includes electronics package – $750 list.  Like
new.  Asking $500 or best offer.  Call Sherie or Matt, 935-7534

ACUPUNCTURE on ROOSEVELT ISLAND – NYS license, treating low back pain,
headaches, joint pain, anxiety, depression, menstrual/menopause symptoms,
chronic asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and more.  Barbara Pittman  388-7313

INDEPENDENT BROKERS NEEDED – Show people how to save up to 80% on
dental work.  This is not insurance.  Incredible Home-Based business.  Call
800-675-5155, access code 01.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt Island.
Snacks, play, homework supervision.  Evenings, weekend sitting also.  Eugenie
“Another Mother” (212) 223-0157

CAT SITTER available on RI.  My home or yours.  References provided.  Eugenie
(212) 223-0157

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificate
available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

BURN CALORIES – Sierra Aerobic Conditioner (same idea as Nordic Track).
Includes electronic motivator  (tracks miles, calories burned, speed, etc.).  Sturdy,
folds away neatly.  Little-used.  Originally $500.  Asking $125 or b/o.  832-3456

Classified 751-8214

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building

Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule

your first appointment
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Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine Katherine TTTTTeets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm,eets Grimm, M.D M.D M.D M.D M.D.....
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 753-5505

Office HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice HourOffice Hoursssss
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
W ednesday & Friday • 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Do not wait until last minDo not wait until last minDo not wait until last minDo not wait until last minDo not wait until last minute fute fute fute fute for camp cor camp cor camp cor camp cor camp chechechechecheck-up.k-up.k-up.k-up.k-up.
Please make yPlease make yPlease make yPlease make yPlease make your appointment noour appointment noour appointment noour appointment noour appointment nowwwww.....

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

W e provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

residents – five elected by residents and two
appointed by the Mayor.  The Board would
have the power to hire and fire a General
Manager, who would replace the RIOC
President.

The entity operating Roosevelt Island
would still be known as RIOC (informally,
perhaps, “RIOC2”).  Though the Grannis bill
called for a name change to “Roosevelt Is-
land Community,” it was felt too many agree-
ments, working arrangements, and contracts
would have to be reworked if the name were
changed.

All residents over 18 who have lived on
the Island for a year or more, including non-
citizens, would be eligible to vote in com-
munity elections for Board members, and to
serve on the Board.  Elections would be held
on general election day in odd-numbered
years.

The primary development in Albany en-
hancing chances for passage of the legisla-
tion were signals of interest from the Gover-
nor – tentative in February, then firmer in

Self-Governance from page 1

March.  After the November 1998 balloting,
MTG had asked Commissioner Joseph
Lynch of DHCR (the State Division of Hous-
ing and Community Renewal) and State
Senator Olga Mendez to present the idea of
Roosevelt Island self-governance to the Gov-
ernor.  Though a Democrat, Mendez calls
herself a “pragmatic politician” and sup-
ported Pataki’s re-election in November.

Presuming the backing of the Governor
holds despite this week’s appointment of a
replacement for Dr. Jerome Blue as RIOC
President, it is believed the Republican-con-
trolled Senate will pass the bill.  Democrats
control the Assembly, and it appears that the
backing of Grannis and Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver will ease its passage there.

Representatives of Senate Majority and
Minority Leaders, as well as representatives
of the Governor, have met with Jorge Vidro,
an aide to Senator Mendez, to work out pro-
visions of the revised legislation, which be-
came available late last week, and appears
on inside pages of this issue of The WIRE.

At the same time, another bill up for con-
sideration by the Legislature would shift
much of the financial responsibility for the
seawall from the RIOC budget to the State
and Federal governments.

The Maple Tree Group, which originated
the general outline of a plan for Island self-
governance, first met July 7, 1997, under a
maple tree behind Blackwell House (thus its
name).  In weekly meetings open to the pub-
lic over the past two years, the group worked
out its plan under the guidance of Rivercross
resident David Bauer, a retired City Man-
ager and consultant to local governments.
Bauer is known as the group’s “convenor.”

Career Day  Harvey Rosen of the Manhattan District Attorney’s office talks with 5th-
8th graders about the law, Thursday, May 27 at the Island school.

Over 80 residents have participated in MTG
sessions, but a core of about a dozen regu-
lars have done most of its work.

The dozen-or-so have included Bauer,
Laurence Brodsky, Mary Camper-Titsingh,
Lee Edelman, Vicki Feinmel, Linda Heimer,
Sherie Helstien, Oak Soon Hong, Matthew
Katz, Kathie Niederhoffer, Ethel Romm, and
Ron Vass.  RIRA President Patrick Stewart
has also participated in the group’s discus-
sions from time to time, as has RIRA Vice
President Joan Christianson and RIRA Com-
mon Council members Judy Berdy and
Byron Gaspard, as well as other members of
the Common Council.

Career
Day
’99
at

PS217
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