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W PHARMACY T

RIRA Gears Help Program

—or Eastwood Blaze Victims

A reception to receive donations of money and
household goods for fire victims will be held Mon-
day night, 7:00-9:00, in the basement of the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd. For information:
759-8336, 371-2332, or 755-4089.

Bigelow Will Close;
Pharmacy to Gristede’s |5

If all goes as planned, sometime early in September papers will
signed that will bring an end to Bigelow Pharmacy’s two-decades-p. =+
life as an independent entity on Roosevelt Island. Pharmacist/ov-#is
John Guerra, beset by economic realities, is selling out to Gristede’

Most of Guerra’s staff will move to Gristede’s, as will Guerra himse

beauty aids section at Gristede’s was a key factor, but there were (#=%

pressures as well — Costco and Manhattan drug stores among them. Dorothy Wildes

Under terms of the deal with Red Apple Markets and RIOC, the liahil-

As fire trucks rolled across the bridge to Rooseveit=%

— Island the night of Tuesday, August 17, firefightenSes
could see flames bursting out the window of apa

ment 758 at 560 Main Street. They knew then t

they had a bad fire. One firefighter later said, “It w

stilled, more than twenty apartments stood waterlogg

by Debra Mount Cornet

- and fetid.
N Engine Company 260, lo-
cated just across the river, Firefighters confined the fire to the Wildes apart-
clocked the call at 10:12 ment, number 758. It was reduced to a charred shell.
p.m. and responded immedi-The hallway and adjacent apartments sustained sub-
ately. The rapidity of the stantial smoke damage. By night's end, acute heat or
fire’s spread in the apartmentsmoke had felled eleven firefighters and 16 civilians.
of Dorothy Wildes boosted Nine of those injured refused treatment; the others
the call to a two-alarmer. were treated and released.
About 120 firefighters and  Fire Marshal Frank Licausi determined the cause to
32 units (trucks, engines, reshe accidental. “The point of origin was directly be-
cue vehicles) responded.ow an outlet,” he said, explaining that two appliances
They subdued the deter-were plugged in. “One of the two causedtbattrical
mined blaze by 11:30 p.m. See Fire, page 7

ity for the Bigelow lease, which extends to the year 2006, will be shared
by Bigelow (20%),
Gristede’s (50%), &
and RIOC (30%).
The liability ends
when a new tenant
takes over the pre-
mises, a storefrontin |
Rivercross.

Guerra had one of
the original “no-com-
petition” leases for
the premises, but the
clause covered only
the pharmacy, not the
health and beauty'-
aids category of

hold.

Pharmacist/Owner John Guerra : I
products, which is what allowed RIOC to lease expansion spac%%eat emptofbuyer beware), this seems to be itthe lease between City and State under which the State

Gristede’s, with the supermarket free to offer those goods.

Grannis Holds Self-Governance

Legislation for Further Tuning
Tells Mendez Plan Needs More Safeguards

Self-governance for Roosevelt Island remains Gfon introduced in the State Assembly by Grannis —

voted unanimously in June to urge passage of the

Assemblymember Pete Grannis is calling for fuendez version, primarily to give residents near-term
ther work on self-governance legislation, primarily teontrol of Island development. The group also ex-
insure a firm financial footing for the Island once itpressed a concern that the Pataki administration might
”}ag.ag?[mem passes to a locally-elected RIOC Boajst support a version of self-governance that was more
of Directors.

“If ever there was a time for heeding the warnininances, feeling the responsibility was preserved by

explicit in preserving a State responsibility for Island

rannis wrote to members of the Island’s Maple Tregerates the Island.

Many Island merchants, including Guerra, came to Roosevelt IsI&H@UP (MTG), which has worked tO,Wﬁfd self-gover- Grannis’s memo to MTG continued, “Before tak-
years ago with the expectation that Southtown would be built withif}&[1c€ both before last November's 92% ballot efg control of a new governing entity, | believe that
few years. Twenty years later, they're still waiting, but many of the ,%p_rsement of the plan, and since. Referring to a letigjth good government and common sense require that

competition clauses have been dropped from their leases in the m
time.

Murote to Senator Olga Mendez (full text, page 11.proper due diligence review be undertaken. Since
whose version of the legislation was the one undgiis move will in all likelihood remove the State as

active consideration when the Legislature’s sessi@fe prime guarantor of the Island’s future, | believe

Special Section Inside:
Full-length interview with new
RIOC President Robert Ryan

ended in June, Grannis told MTG, “I continue to bgat we must have in hand proper assurances as to
very concerned that enactment of her &dlismight

end up leaving Island residents facing unforeseen fiire holds regarding the new entity’s obligations and
nancial risks. This would be unacceptable to me afifancial responsibilities.”
| think should be to the Island community.”

'MTG members, though preferring an earlier vegyork in getting the Republican Administration and
sion of the legislation their group had drafted — a ver-

RIOC'’s condition and full knowledge of what the fu-

In a separate memo to Mendez, Grannis praised her

See Self-Governance , page 10

Cabrini Thrift Shop Continues As Island’s Oasis of Bargains

ture.

by Anusha Shrivastava
Leslie Goldman walks into the
Thrift Shop with a small hoard of:
household goodies — a wrought®= :
iron planter stand that once ha¢a#=-" &
adorned a display counter afee==s
Bloomingdale’s, a telephone, a
juicer, a leather bottle holder ang
glass dishes used to serve corn g
“I haven’t used any of
these things in the past six month
and am not likely to in the near fu-
For instance, | have bee
meaning to paint the stand fo
months but somehow it never get
done and it is merely taking up
space in my apartment. | do som
cleaning-out at least twice a yea
and bring things to the store. Nong

the cob.

[ Ts

il g
= 2 .

See Thrift , page 6 Sister Regina Palt?mara



2+ The Main Street WIRE, Sat., August 28, 1999

Pages of Thought and Opinion

Gridlock on Southpoint

Members of the Residents Association (RIRA) Common
Council spent part of their summer weeks gearing up for legal
action against the twin-tower hotel proposed for Southpoint.
The specifics of their planning are necessarily confidential, of
course, but...

...But we do know that a legal challenge to the current
Southpoint planning is not viable until the Board of Directors
of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) takes
certain specific actions along the approvals path. That means
it's a waiting game for residents (who nonetheless must be pre-
pared).

And from the interview with RIOC President Robert Ryan
published in this issue of The WIRE, we learn that RIOC in-
tends to see that proposal through to acceptance or rejection
before any other idea for the use of Southpoint is given official
consideration. The SSJ hotel proposal will, in short, be the
only game in town for some time to come.

This set of circumstances makes it virtually impossible for
interested parties to put together a financial package to build
the FDR Memorial at Southpoint — or make serious plans for
some other use of the land. Few sources of potential funding,
especially the Federal government, will commit budget for a
park and memorial on property which isn’t officially available.

So RIRA must wait to mount a legal challenge. And no
matter how good an idea may be put forth, it can't make a
serious claim for the land. Meanwhile, the SSJ proposal will
have to be considered on its own merits, without regard to com-
peting ideas, no matter how good they may be.

And since legal challenges can drag on for years, this state
of affairs probably means nothing more than fireworks view-
ing will happen at Southpoint for a very long time.

The situation is part of Jerome Blue’s legacy, of course. It
illustrates firmly and conclusively why RIOC should have
worked with RIRA on that Request for Proposals that Blue put
out. It's no fault of RIRA. Elected Common Council members
were given no standing at all by Blue, who stumbled along with-
out considering residents’ perspective on anything. Blue has
thus left Ryan with a series of troublesome development pro-
posals that must be seen through to a legal ashcan before ideas
more suited to the nature of Roosevelt Island can have a chance.

The legal action will cost money, much of it yet to be raised.
The delays may deny a generation any meaningful use of that
marvelous plot of land at the tip of the Island.

An Island under the governance of an elected RIOC Board
of Residents would never have blundered so badly, of course,
so this mess makes an excellent case for professional manage-
ment working under the policy guidance of a resident Board.
But even that Board would probably have to find its way
through the existing proposals before creating or considering
better ideas. It might do so more expeditiously, of course, and
that makes a strong case for moving quickly on self-governance
— which presumes, in turn, that all the parties to that effort
can work together — and, we might dare to hope, soon.

Al Its Best

A phrase Doryne Isley used to describe Islanders’ response
to the fire last week, “Roosevelt Island at its best,” applies to
all involved, of course, including those brave firefighters who
became Islanders long enough to extinguish flames that threat-
ened life and property.

Now, there’s another chance to see the Island at its best —
Monday night, 7:00-9:00, at Good Shepherd. (See page 1.) See
you there. DL
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[ etters

To the Editor: To the Editor:

| would like to add my voice to the “parking on After having been away for three weeks, | looked
Main Street” complaints. In the past couple of monttierward to returning to what had become routine Sun-
| have often had to call my son from a phone on thiay afternoons for me on Roosevelt Island in the sum-
street to say, “Come down from our apartment, bringer time. | brought my book, bottled water and a mat
a cart and collect the groceries because there’s no ramnsit on, to the large grassy area across from the old
to drop them off down here except in front of the firaurses’ residence on the east side of the Island.
hydrant.” | couldn’t believe what | found. | was stunned. |

The southern half of the street has the greatest conuld not find space wide enough for me to lean back
gestion due to the simple flow of traffic. Howevercomfortably, for all that the dogs had left behind.
since Public Safety reserved all of the space in frohhough inconspicuous at first glance, Baby Gherkin-
of Trellis, deliveries and Island House residents musize droppings covered the entire area, including a
park farther down the street. Couldn’t some of thgood portion of the walkwaySmalldogs the culprit
larger Public Safety vehicles park behind their officesbviously, not that size matters. In the same breath
as they used to do? however, and in defense of small dogs everywhere, |

I am very proud of our Island’s accessibility foirdo suppose it's possible that geese visiting the Island
the handicapped — Motorgate and the red buses aoeld be to blame. No matter, my point remains. And
fully equipped. Therefore, | do not understand whipat is...
vans and cars with handicapped stickers are allowedf dogs are to be allowed on Roosevelt Island as
to park on the street for hours and sometimes #tley obviously are (and that's not my complaint), there
day without putting a parking sticker on their dashnust be a way to continue to keep the Island clean
boards. | counted seven such vehicles one dayaad the residents happy. Maybe a fenced-in dog run
the end of July. If the handicapped are not requir@dsitioned at each end of the Island? Maybe strict
to pay the quarter, couldn’t they at least limit theiipick up” rules and fines if they don’t? | am certain
curb-side parking to a short drop-off of a half-houthe dog owners, as well as the rest of us, would wel-
and then go park in the garage as the rest of us aoene a solution. And there is one, there must be.
required to do? Today would be a good day to search for it.

Joan Pape-Uhle Joyce Keating

To the Editor,

| read with interest the interview
with David Kraut in the last issue
of the wire. David can often be ex-
tremely perceptive in clearly ascer-
taining motivations in complex
situations. Unfortunately, this very
laudable and rare ability seems t
often completely break down whe
he considers situations that require
a careful and objective examination
of facts or grasping the vision to14 the Editor:

consider creative alternatives. Your last edition offhe WIREvas most welcome. It clarified a prob-
Perhaps the most glaring eX1em most of us have had with the Maple Tree Group. In correcting the
ample of his lapse of factual analy- 4 in a previous column you said that any “new” versions of the self-
sis is his comments on needed capjoyerment legislation in Albany would be submitted “to the approval
tal expenditures for the Island. NOsf the community” not as in the originally written “the approval of the
doubt there are needs, and in placqgrA) Common Council.” Frankly, | didn’t even notice the difference
substantial needs, but let's be very,n;ij you spent a whole column making the distinction. In short, MTG
wary about the sky falling in, or, pejieves that somehow it has more authority in public affairs than the
more precisely in this case, of the,ny freely elected body on this Island. Where does it get this authority?
Island falling in. David says he ji5jeaders claim it comes from the fact that 92% of the voters in the
doesn't “care what the Corp ofg|RA election expressed support for self-government. The ballot no-
Engineers says.” He doesn't carg phere recognized any entity beyond RIRA. | voted “yes” but it never
what one of the most professionagccrred to me that | had given MTG or any other group a proxy to
and respected engineering organispea for me on any legislation. Yet MTG went on its own as a surrogate
zations in the country, if not theg|RA dealing with our state legislators as if they represented the Island
world, has to say after they havgegigents.
done a thorough and professional” j gt as troubling was your description of what you call “its usual M.O.”
engineering study of the seawally;hare MTG goes to the State government through the back door to seel
Instead we are supposed 10 throweg| preakers” and “nudging along” legislation whose content was un-
this study over the wall into the ynqyn 10 its supposed beneficiaries. This stealth politics is certainly no
water and listen to David’s opin-\yay 1o seek democracy. Moreover, we were later told that this was the
ions about wet concrete and sinkgny and last chance for self-government, peddling panic along the way.
ing roadways and statements about Apyone with elementary knowledge of Albany’s practices can easily
a storm taking “out half the hospi-g4t 3 “no starter.” In addition, the text changed so often that no one hac
tal.” The fact is, the Island is all 3'copy of the final bill. But MTG continues to act as if it has the popular
bedrock. Below the surface soil,c eqentials to speak for others and has now announced it is going “to
this Island is one giant rock. Ero-giicy» with the present bill. It consulted no one, made the decision in
sion is basically, as NanCygecrecy, and has made it clear that it will by-pass RIRA and present it “to
Cruickshank, an Island resident anghe community.” It never bothered to do that before.
the geologist for the City water tun- - Ajpany is no place for amateurs. “Deal breaking” and “nudging along”
nel project, has said, a zero factofig an art learned by years of experience, fertilized by special interest
Hence, it is impossible for any naney | obbyists get to know the rhythms of legislative sessions, the
storm, even the supposed 100 yeafgsiherworld of committees, the web of political debts and ambitions,
storm that is so often invoked, 1054 the simple beauty of patience. It is naive to believe that the State is
do any damage remotely close tq4ing to hand over 47 acres of schools and library, Main Street mer-
David's claim. David also offers chanis the hospitals, and a piece of priceless real estate to unprepart
his opinion about this section of they 4 inexperienced Islanders.

seawall. Well, of course, when it ~This qoes not mean that changes are not needed to give the Islan
comes to opinions everyone haggader elected representation and participation in community manage
their own. | don’t know how often ent and planning. To do this will require a whole Island conversation
David walks up to this part of the oyt rancor and bitterness. It is a time for thoughtfulness, mutual re-
seawall he is so concerned abougpect and common parlay. This “experiment” in a planned community is
but | run along it at least once ev-y'ceriified national and international success. With a new beginning at
ery week. | have never seen the Wgg|5c, cooperation should replace confrontation. There is much to do,

concrete, sinking roadway Or 8, there s still time to do it, openly and democratically.

street that is “completely eroding. Richard C. Wade
So, let us stay away from opin- |

ion and hone to the facts not only

about the seawall but all capital

projects. Let us always remember

to ask where are the facts, where Letters POIICY

are the engineering studies to SUPrhe WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials, and
port the statements that are so ofyill consider publication on a Name Withheld basis, but the writer's name, address, and
ten so blithely bantered about. Justlephone number must be provided. Preferred methods of submission: PC-stan-
because we have heard huge surdard 3.5-i&ch floppy( disk Ie(fjt at 531 Mainf Streetbfor The WIR(IjEf |or byhe-mail t)o
; nyc10044@rcn.com (any wordprocessing software, but no MSWord files with macros).

L?ggtaiitlfg aor\]/:;rntarlgd i?/\éesrtr? gr?llgn?lAltematives: Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to (212)
9 ¥755-2540. Clearly handwritten letters will be considered. We cannot take telephone

See Letters , page 6  dictation of letters. All letters are subject to editing for length and clarity.

The WIRE continues to receive anonymous
letters each issue. Please note our Letters
Policy: While we may use letters on a “Name
Withheld” basis, we must know the identity of
the writer and how to reach the writer.
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Like all of us, I am horrified by the tragedy that has overcome Dottie Ar|ene FromChUCk Char|es NiChO”S

Wilde and her family in the devastating fire that swept through and i
destroyed their home on the night of August 17th. Not a single podrlene Fromchuck, a professor of classics at Brook-Word has been received of the death of Charles
session, other than the clothes they were each wearing at the time, lyn College and a Nicholls, who became a resident of Roosevelt Island
survived the flames. It is through the grace of God, of course, t ) Westview resident in August, 1977, along with his children, Kim, Wendy,
they themselves survived the fire, and that no one else was serig & since 1974, died and Tracy, and his wife, Constance.
hurt. August 3 in  Charles Nicholls was active on the Island. He moon-
It is a tribute to the Fire Department that the blaze was contail Hanover, New lighted wiring
within one apartment, although smoke and water damage affet Hampshire. electrical fix- E
many others on that wing of 560 Main Street. | have seen the ag Best known on tures for other
ment since the fire. Nothing remains but some four to six inches thelslandasarun-residents,
ash. When you descend the stairs into Dottie’s apartment, you ner — her distance while working
the kitchen. All that remained was the enameled shell of the stové was the 10K - at Rockefeller
its side... the insides Arlene was a poet Center and the
were gone, as was the and a long-time ac- World Trade g
room itself, the cabinets, tivist in the move- Center. He

RIRA counters, appliances, ment to achieve assisted in

contents, all reduced to human rights for selling Christ-

1 7 ash. the Kurds, an inter- mas trees for
PreSIdent S It was a terrifying and

est she developedthe Boy
C I humbling sight. And al-
O L” ) ,n though my first impres-

after meeting Scouts, and he ¥
Omran Feili, who installed tem-

sion was how lucky they was national presi- porary light-
had been to survive, it dent of the Kurdish student organizationinthe U.S.iatg at the
was not long before the significance of a loss of that magnitude ovee-time of their marriage. Community - —
came me. At the time of her death, she and her husband wésardens, where he and his wife had a plot.

| have several times been a guest at Dottie’s home for holidayMerking on two books: one on the Persian poet RumiHe was hospitalized in 1990, with Alzheimer’s dis-
celebratory meals. | particularly remember the dozens and dozerib@®pther on the history of Luristan, a province in Iraease. _ _ _
photographs of children that Dottie has cared for over the years th&he is also survived by her sons, Kamron and DariusConstance Nicholls is a resident of Shepherd’s Park,
lined the walls and stood in cabinets. Twenty years of Island childrgmes sister, Suzan, and her father, Sol. Senior Housing in Hartford, Connecticut.
photos, most of them irreplaceable.

Dottie’s family is comprised of her grown son, Ronald, her grant-=
daughter, Sasha, and her great-grandson, Stephen, who'’s about to cel-
ebrate his third birthday. Each of them has lost every possession that

had meaning for them, as well as all the practical things we all de- '1 "'1 )
pend upon from day to day. Whether it be seventy years of meaning, T
as for Dottie, or only three, as for Stephen, it must be bewildering to ( ‘)Dl l R "
feel you've lost each and every possession you had chosen to be your o

own. _ ) _ ) Compiled by Claire Friedland — phone/fax 317-8523
| know this community and | know the community will respond to
this crisis. RIRA will hold a Relief Collection Night on Monday, Sat, Aug. 28 Mother Cabrini Flea Market , Good Shepherd Plaza.
August 30, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Community Room down-gyn “Aug. 29, 6:00 p.m.Going Places performed by Irene Clark and Dina Esperanza Mann, Eastwood
stairs at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. We ask that you bﬁlﬂﬂ)hitheatre. Free.

whatever contribution you would like Mon., Aug. 30, 6:00 p.m.Love Letters, by A. R. Gurney, performed by Mel Haughwout and Eve Marlowe,
to make, whether it be money or housg | Eastwood Amphitheatre. Free.
hold goods to help Dottie’s family b?' Mon., Aug. 30, 7:00-9:00 p.m.RIRA Relief Collection Night for victims of the recent fire, downstairs,
gin to rebuild their lives. If you can’t Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
make it to this event, there is a Relig Mon., Aug. 30 7:00 p.m.Auditions for leads in possibl&ain Street Theatre and Dance Alliance ben-
Fund collection point for cash or efit: Music Man; Bye, Bye Birdi@r Oliver. Call for information: 371-4449
checks at the Public Safety Office tha Tue., Aug. 31, 6:30 p.m.Weight Watchers, Senior Center. Information, 832-3456.
is available 24 hours a day. Wed., Sept 1, RIOC’'sSummer Sounds on the Rivencert seried\eil Sugarman Quartet(jazz/R&B),

On other fronts, there is some goo 6:00-7:30 p.m., on the pier (near subway station). Free.

news. There are three new Publi Tue., Sept 7, lectureWriting Fiction That Sell
Safety Officers who have been adde part 1,’6:3% pjm., Libr,ary. ¢ S

to the force, and RIOC has finalized Wed., Sept 8, Youth Soccer Registration At the Senior Center

training agreement for Public Safet Good Shepherd Plaza, 6:00 p.m. Fee, $60 per ctfildpjonday

with the Port Authority Police. It's a (See story, page 11.) 9:00-10:00Stay Well (Exercise)

good beginning. L Wed., Sept 8, RIOC's Summer Sounds on thé  10:00-11:00English as 2nd Languagdbeg)
Pete Grannis, ever the community River concert seriesSpirit Ensemble (world mu- | 11:00-12:00English as 2nd(intermediate)

advocate, has come up with a $9,00 sic), 6:00-7:30 p.m., on the pier (near subway sfa-Tyesday

grant for the YOUth Center, and t.h Patrick Stewart tion). Free. 1:30,Bingo

RIOC board finally authorized this Sat, Sept 11 next scheduled issueThe Main | \ednesday

year's $65,000 Public Safety payment for Youth Center operatioggeet WIRE Deadlines: Advertising in the pa- X .
The Youth Center has been an invaluable part of Island life since,&5 Fri., Sept. 3; decision on stuffer%Tchre ng g:g8'%:%%%3;[23/&/}/:;!5(5'%'[0*1)
inception. Mon., Sept. 6; bag materials due SeptFature 0-00-11 i
. 2 - 9, : 10:00-11:00English as 2nd Languagé€be
There has been no specific movement on the development frff,es: Sept. 25, Oct. 9, Oct. 23 (Halloween ig- 11:00-12:OOEnglish e 2nd(intergmeggte)g)
but RIRA remains deeply involved and cautious. Any developm ub), Nov. 6, Nov. 20 (Thanksgiving issue), Def. 12:30 Arts & Crafts (RIDA)
of the Island beyond Southtown must be shown to be not only wit INDec. 18 (Christmas/New Year issue); Jan. , Thursda
the bounds of the General Development Plan (GDP), but separatﬁbo, Jan. 22, 2000, and generally every two wee kle'OO-lly'OOTai Chi

an enhancement of the community, socially, environmentally and reafter. Advertisers wishing fo be included fn 7530 .
nomically. And there remain construction issues to resolve Wﬂgscheduledaxtra editions, without notice at the Ilzri.da)}Mowe

Southtown itself. : g g
_ _ time, are invited to calB26-9055to make their in- | 10:00-12:00Citizenship Class
It has occurred to me that one possible way to save Main St§ggist knownPhonefaxfor news, (212826-9055 10200_12;00&6“\/6 Al?rts Workshop

from the inevitable pounding it will receive from construction Ver55.254Q urgent/breaking news, 917-353-1647: 10-30.Blood Pressure Screening

hicles would be for the State and City to cooperate in initiatin Qi i i

ferry service for the trucks themselves from the Queens side oﬁjﬁfozr)]%ff_)éz14];05r52538\/§r:g§é?fgx to”}gf[“yr(')if' ?ztgrg?‘y

East River. Barging the construction materials is evidently prohiRirng organization’s event he@1,7-8523 -5U,BIngo

tively expensive, but ferrying the trucks across could be less expefyeq. Sept 15, Youth Soccer Registration .

sive than the extensive damage that will result to Main Street, d S’hepherd Plaza. 6:00 p.m. Fee, $60 per cHild. Special Events

Roosevelt Island Bridge (which is the responsibility of the City) apgge story, page 11_)’ ' Details: 980-1888

the reconstruction of the bridge ramp down to the Island. ed., Sept 15, 7:00-9:00 p.m Registration for Mon., Sept. 13, 11:00-12:3Metrocard Bus
Those of us who have lived here long enough to remember the byjlthce 'drama. and exercise classes. Main StleeyVed., Sept. 15atlantic City (RISA trip)

ing of Manhattan Park remember the reconstruction of the bridge rafRatre. (Alsé see Sept. 17.) Fri., Sept. 24, 12:3®irthday Party

into the open space that is now PS 217 because our spiral ramp wo d., Sept 15, RIOC’s Summer Sounds on the Mon., Sept. 27, 11:00-12:3Metrocard Bus
not allow for the over-long construction vehicles. The constructiqgjyerconcert serie®iver Brass (classical), 6:00- Mon., Sept. 27, 12:30-2:36lealth Fair

and de-construction, of that ramp cost millions of dollars, and thigg p.m., on the pier (near subway static;n). Free Mon., Sept. 27, 9:30-2:3@ree Flu Shots(also
time would involve the loss to the community of Capobianco FieIdFri i Sebt 17, 7:00-9:00 p.m.Registration for November 3, 11:30-2:30)

Surely, it is worthwhile to investigate a truck-ferrying service froﬂhnce, drama, and exercise classdain Street
the State land at City Lights, on the Queens side of the river, afh@atre, including a performance by teachers start-
cheaper alternative. ing at 7:00. For informatior§71-4449
Fri., Sept 17, 8:00 p.m., Juanita Fleming, From the Father of Gospel to the Other Side of Duke,
reflection on the sacred works of Thomas A. Dorsey and Duke Ellington, Chapel of the Good Shepherd. ¢
seniors $8.
Volunteer for The WIRE Sat, Sept 18, firm deadline forYouth Soccer Registration (Story, page 11.) . _
Tue., Sept 21, 6:30 p.m.,Book Discussion Group Love in the Time of Cholerdby Gabriel Garcia
The Main Street WIRE relies on many Island volunteers to fill important jobs in - Marquez, Library. Meets third Tuesday of each month; admission free but pre-registration suggested.
t,l]r?dg;ss"'a‘#é%“ ﬁggcﬁﬁgfz_aggnﬁgzrgff t";‘]éorl)feg v A;{g”argtuwf'f'i'r']%gcﬁxe;‘t"W(?rﬂ Fri., Oct. 1 (andSat, Oct. 2), 8:00 p.m.Main Street Theatre Fundraiser, Anita Michael performs her
from about 9:00 a.m. to about 2:45 p.m. (lunch is provided). Later on Fridays cabaret acth Hairdresser Looks at Her RootSuggested donation $15 or more. Informatoii-4449
(and early Saturday), volunteers deliver the newspaper to every apartment door Tue., Oct. 5, lecture Writing Fiction That Sells part 2, 6:30 p.m., Library.
on the Island, as well as to merchants, the hospitals, and other locations. It's Tue., Oct. 19, 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion Group Black and Blueby Anna Quindlen, Library. Meets
e o, o et sece o he SSTTLY 214 Selshing, 46 third Tuesday of each month; admission free but pre-regisiration suggesied.
(Leave your number if a machine answers, and we'll call you back.) The WIRE Tue., Nov. 15 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion Group The Sun Also Riseby Ernest Hemingway, Library.
and Website NYC10044 also seek news and feature writers. Call 826-9055. Meets third Tuesday of each month; admission free but pre-registration suggested.
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See you at Trellis
752-1517

Heck Ta

R e e

Katherine Teets Grimm,
M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street * Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Tuesday ¢ 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Pickup & Delivery Laundromat
718 937-8796 Open 7 Days

BOB’S BUBBLES

Let Us Do Your Laundry

Full & Self Service
Giant 50 Ib. Washer

12-08 36 Ave.
LIC NY 11106

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment: Aetna, Prudential,
USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence ltskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 21 years
501 Main Street « (212) 752-8722

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your leg'worlz

Bua[get Oriented

Time-saving

,Curn/'zfure
(Jp/vo/;terg, S\A}ocovem
%//paper é—d 7Caér/'r:
arpet (S—v Ar’ea /ngs
A// MnJow 77-’ea£memfs
7C/oo7" (S—« 7e—’7ﬁmce iles
L/'gAf/'ng
arpentry
/K/fcléen /?enovaf/'on
,Zja/nt (c;—« qu ,C/'n/s/ves
A// Accessorfe;
C/ose?.‘ Design

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

]E'r-ee initial consultation

BRACES
AREN’TFOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street 501 Main Street
212 757-2285 212 752-8722
FAST,
EFFICIENT
Sy, Roosevel
sland
Cleaners
New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better
758-1778 Your Neighborhood Cleaners
571 Main Street We Deliver

Free delveries on orders $15Up
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A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account and
start learning how to manage their finances

FEATURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 » Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

IT’S COMING!!! It’s time to register for September 1999

Registration
this September for Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

Part-time and full-time programs

for children ages 2.6 through S years

details in the next issue of the

WIRE 9-815 545 MAIN STREET ~ 593-0750
or call us at 313-8153 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE
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LetteI'S from page 2

false credibility; it does not add one ray of factual light to
clarify or help us understand objectively; so we can det¢ ;

mine what the real needs and solutions are. In fact, st - Y

statements, and unfortunately firmly held opinions in son| .
quarters, only confuse, scare and intimidate those who h:
not had the time to examine carefully the problems and k
factsthat are known. | have attempted to do just that wi} '?ﬂ
virtually all the claims of great need that have been put f¢

ward. In each and every case | have found the claims to
out of line with the facts and usually wildly so. | can assu
you that the Island is not about to sink nor is the financi
sky about to fall in. A careful, dispassionate and objectiy
analysis of the capital and operating needs of the Island |
veal, without a doubt, that we have the financial wherewith:
to successfully govern ourselves. The real question is,|
we have the courage and the spirit to do so?

Let us take up the challenge and grab the reinsinour g
hands and then, through the attention, care and creativity| |
will pour into our community, we will increase efficiencies = =
driving down costs, create additional revenues even befi
possible development, find solutions to completin, ==
Southpoint and Octagon Park as the complete open spa
they are mandated to be in the GDP and implement creativ Margery Rubin
additions to the Island that will add unbelievable flare aridnergency repairs to the AVAC system have been under way. This hole in the road
life to our Island and complete the original vision and fulfiftPPeared at 40 River Road on August 5.

the promise that attracted us all here: a place to make a h
unsurpassed in the world as an artistically designed and L1
atively executed uniquely livable environment and comm = 2

nity.

AVAC Pipe Being
- !

Lee Edelman

To The Editor:

The chart provided in your articlRivercross Surcharges
Are Doubled July 31,1999, Pagel) did cover the percer;
age increases, but we think it would be more useful to
amine some of the actual dollar figures that are involved

Let's take a few examples:

1) For a shareholder of a 1-bedroom apartment to incur

- Y

Fixed

by George Rubin

Intermittent problems with the
AVAC system have led to a need for
repairs, with the replacement of the
main AVAC pipes and elbows.

A large hole in the street dug Au-
gust 5 at 40 River Road tells the story.
This is the major conduit of the
AVAC piping system. The street had
to be dug up to reach the piping sys-
tem; also a large amount of water had
leaked into the system and had to be
pumped out. Jerry Sorgente, Senior
Engineer with AVAC, which is part
of the Department of Sanitation, said,
“Years of wear and tear and erosion
had led to this problem.” Robert
Petitto, Stationary Engineer with the
Department of Sanitation said, “The
job should take about two weeks,
hopefully. The AVAC system will be
down only sporadically. We hope this
will not affect gas or electricity to any
of the buildings.”

Though the work is being done un-
der AVAC and the Department of
Sanitation supervision, the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation is pay-
ing for the entire repair job. A
$120,000 expenditure was authorized
at the August meeting of the RIOC
Board of Directors.

the maximum surcharge, his income would have to be more

than $14,600 per month. At a 20% surcharge, the mainte- .
nance (rent) would be $1,317 per month. At a 50% su-rrhrlft
charge, the maintenance would be $1,646 per month.

2) A shareholder of a 3-bedroom apartment would ha
to earn more than $20,800 per month to incur the maxim
surcharge. At a 20% surcharge, the maintenance woul
$1,904 per month. At a 50% surcharge, the maintenara)

would be $2,380 per month. >0 . ; .
3) A shareholder of a 12-room apartment (yes, such h%he Cabrini Thrift Store welcome with a smile.

from page 1

g more out of it for some time.”

apartments do exist at Rivercross!), would have to earn m
than $45,000 per month to incur the maximum surchar
At a 20% surcharge, the maintenance would be $4,074
month. At a 50% surcharge, the maintenance would
$5,092 per month.

According toThe New York Timehlousing costs nation- C

ning the store since 1988.

cans. But for the highest over-income Rivercross reside
the average housing cost is 9.07% of income with a 2
surcharge or 11.34% percent with a 50% surcharge. E
with a maximum surcharge of 50%, the monthly housi

costs for the very highest income residents of Rivercr%

ally are 39.6 percent of income for middle-income Ame%

in the tiny space where the florist is.

en we were asked to move to whe
e fish store is. Within a few month

were asked to move to where f
rdware store is — all this within tw
rs. We moved into this space i
ober of 1988. RIOC used to stor

are a bargain in today’s housing market.
Most Rivercross shareholders (67%) are middle-inco
residents who are not subject to any surcharge. A 50%
charge on the highest over-income apartments could not o
eliminate the recent 4.07% maintenance increase, but ¢
substantially reduce the amounts of future increases.

Thrift Shop Sampler
Crutches
200 blouses under $5

For DHCR and the Rivercross Board of Directors to clai '?E?egﬂdh%?:jng mhglr:z tsh% V%Zczallgo o Trivial Pursuit — $2
that a 50% maximursurcharge is an unreasonable burden fi od Thgre stillisn't enou r?” htan Yatsee — $1
the highest over-income levels, from $175,000 to $545,0 Wé,[er SubDly. but we gre ?nakin 100 board games $2 & less
per year before a maximum surcharge is incurred, is a travesty, savs Si sFt)gryl-lee ina
and an insult to the residents of all the other Mitchell-Lant2; >2 gina. Puzzles

Another change in the offing is thaj .
the Library will be taking some spacq $50 WaterPik — $10
from the store. “We will stop accept{ Nostalgic Fondue Set — $10
ing furniture once that happens,” says - Qriginal art works under $5
Sister Regina. “Furniture takes up to
much space and moves very slowly. Bread maker — $10
Also, we have to pay a handyman tp Bikes & helmets

Exercise equipment

buildings in New York whalo pay their fair share.
Committee for Maintenance & Privatization Fair Play
Fran Dym, President
Mary Camper-Titsingh, Vice President
Jennifer Dunning, Secretary

o

To the Editor: bring the furniture in and that eats int
I would like to give my thanks to a few of the people ogur meager budget.”

our Island who care for this community. We are quick to A volunteer who did not want to be

Francisca Gonzalez. “I have been coming in every day on the
way back from work. | always find some toys for my kids.”
Ernie, William and Tracy, all residents of Goldwater Hospital,
this stuff is so worn that someone else may not get sorneme in to browse at least once a week. “The prices are good
and they give you a discount if necessary.”
oldman, an Island resident since 1976, is one of the genefBrowsers are fine as long as they buy something,” says Sis-
donors Sister Regina Palamara and her eighteen volunteefegina. “There was a time when | realized that people were
“We likeising the store for long coffee breaks. | had to change the store
ple with a high quality of life to donate things, not peoptnings to avoid that. Another problem we face is that some
0 bring in their garbage,” says Sister Regina, who has be@eople like to steal. We are willing to help people if they ask,
“We are trying to upgrade that | suppose that some people feel empowered over a sweate
re and let people see that this is not a junk store. The stditer they have stolen it. | am dealing with raw human nature
ould be seen as a recycling center which does its bit to sal/éhe time in running this store, in more ways than one. In
the earth. Itis a service to the community and helps supportfd, it is like conducting an orchestra. | have a violin of a
hurch. With money raised here, we help hard-up cases thaunteer who trashes everything that comes in and | have to
1Q one needs to hear about. We run a Youth program, orgarézeind her that this is not an antique store. | have a drum who
fldren’s retreats, and a concert series in Church. We areaaut do the horse-work but will put a five-dollar tag on a dirty
rking for the almighty dollar. We are here to serve peopléee-shirt. | have a horn who can only talk and do no work. Itis
pace for the store has been donated by RIOC. “We usemhjojob to see that there is a beautiful song coming out at the

end of it all.”

Some of Sister Regina’s volunteers
are devoted friends who travel from far
to help her. Pat Wenzel, a former Is-
land resident, drives in from Greenwich,
Connecticut, to work in the store. ‘I
enjoy talking to the people here. | love
this community because it is the way it
should be. There aren’t too many places
where you have people talking to each
other,” points out Pat. Madeleine M.
Faiella comes from Staten Island be-
cause she thinks this place is unique. “I
meet people from different cultures and
learn about their culture. Above all, |
have learned that there is only one God
and that | want to give him something
back by serving his people.” Stella
Amadeo is 71 years old, and comes to
volunteer regularly because helping oth-
ers makes her “feel good. | am fortu-
nate enough to have good health and |

criticize when things go wrong, but often forget to say thanlentified said she had seen furniture travel in and out of ffie to use my time smiling and helping others smile.”
when someone does a good deed. thrift store all around the Island. “It just keeps coming backNot all volunteers have service to the community on their
There is plenty of evidence from last Tuesday’s [Augugter a while!” Some of this furniture might have been boughrtinds, but their work is outstanding and Sister Regina values
17] fire, especially if you look at 560 on the seventh floopy Kitty Madeson, a writer, who came to the Island “after yeateir contribution very highly. Nassima Codderrenes is all of
but the Public Safety and the Management Offices’ staff ajftraveling. | used the store to buy basics. Now, of courséen years old and helps pick out clothes with pink or blue tags
working very hard for those of us who live here to be coruy hooks and clothes for some children | know whose paretfiat denote the length of time they've been hanging in the store.
fortable. __do not have too much money to spend.” She earns ten dollars for her monthly effort and is saving the
_ First, I want to thank God, who protected us from seriouspne can find reasonably-priced household goods rangimgney for a trip around the world. Her seven-year-old brother,
injury even though it was such an intense fire. | would alf@m electronics to cutlery, strollers to posters and jacketsTibault, is also a volunteer. When asked what he would do
like to thank Mr. James Fry from the Public Safety Depadyeglasses. “ come once a week for the books,” says Kalligh the money he earned at the store, his reply was pat: “I'l
ment and all of his staff, Ms. Doryne Isley from the Margamolaro. “l am building a library and this is a great place go with Nassima.”
agement Office, and Ms. Thelma Mcintosh of the Maintgjick up books.” Milagros Pivarro comes in once a week andWVhen the children have sorted out older clothes and books
nance Office and all of their staffs. They work very hard.plys whatever she thinks she can use. “Mostly it is clothes dnat no one seems to want, Sister Regina puts them out for a
don't think anyone could have done a better job than theggs sometimes furniture,” she says. Louella Pais-Streitz shgdf-price sale. Whatever items are left are then sold at 25
people did that evening. o . . she comes in whenever she wants to donate stuff and wheneeets apiece, and finally for two cents. If there is still some-
They stayed with us the entire time during the fire uniler kids want to. “This is a place where you can pick up harttijng left over, it is shipped to missions in countries where it
everyonevas safely upstairs again. | was one of the last peogfhgs. We had some visitors over and bought roller bladestaight be used. “We send things to Ethiopia, South Africa and
to be able to go up to my apartment; it was 4:00 a.m. | dofhém. | even bought a small bike which | knew my kids woutbie Philippines,” says Sister Regina.
know what time these people finally left for their houses.  outgrow soon.” “Those of us fortunate enough to have more than we really
To all of them, a job well done. Thanks a million! Andrea Moralis admits that she visits every day. “This is oneed should consider donating things to the store, but please,”
Sonia Jang  poutique, we come in and see what's new.” Another regulastee asks, “don’t bring in what is completely worthless.”
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tried to close his window, but sparkggency vehicles clogged the street, .
FI re from page 1 were flying outside. He then left hisstopping traffic. Despite this, calm P u bI IC Safety BIOtter
overload or an arcing, which pro-apartment, finding that others wereprevailed, according to witnesses.
duced enough heat to ignite the basestarting to run out by then. Isley said that, given the circum- July 28-August 19, 1999
board and carpet. One of the wires “l was scared,” he recalled withstances, “it was Roosevelt Island at 7/28/99 Harassment, 500 Main St., A person entered Public Safety De-
led to a lamp, but the other applianceome emotion. “They were jam-its best.” She praised both Publigartment (PSD) stating underage female youth slapped her underage daug
could not be identified because thgacked at the el- ter. She refused EMS. Other girl's mother arrived at PSD, discussed matte
fire totally consumed it.” He said thatevator.” He with other mother, resolved it between them. Youth Officer advised.
no evidence existed that electricapushed himself 7/30/99 Verbal Dispute, 625 Main St., Couple in verbal dispute, escorted
wiring contained within the walls to a rescue truck to PSD, agreed to settle it in civil court.
contributed to the fire, but the heatvhere he re- 8/1/99 Harassment, 686 Main St., GM phoned PSD, stated that a male
of the fire damaged wiring in the ceived oxygen. committed petit larceny on 6/23, and he requested he be escorted out of th

apartment above, making it unliv-He and his store. PSD, NYPD responded. The man was escorted out of the store.
able. nephew later 8/1/99 Vehicle Accident, 400
Licausi added that the heat wasleaned  his Main St., There was a stopped vg- The WIRE publishes this

more severe because the fire wadrenched apart-
fully contained within the Wildes ment until 4:00
apartment by the heat-resistant stru@.m. “I still feel

ture of the unit. This intensified thevery uncomfort-
fire and heat, at times overcoming thable. It's damp ||
firefighters, who wore heavy bunkerand gloomy.” §
gear. “These fires generate a lot oHis apartment
heat because of the thick walls. Thisustained exten-
creates a virtual oven for fire- sive water-dam-
fighters,” he said. age.

Dorothy Wildes, who was not Jennifer
home when the fire broke out in helSimone, who =
apartment, shares it with her sonlives in Apart-
Ronald Wildes, her granddaughterment 726, had
Sasha Ross, and Ross’ infant someturned from
Steven Sanchez. upstate tired, and

Ross recounted her experience ihad just lain
realizing the apartment was ablazedown when she 8/8/99 Theft of Service, 552 Main St., Cab driver entered PSD, stated a
“l had gone to bed and woke up tcheard a smoke perpetrator would not pay fare. After being arrested, perp. began to ac
an alarm and thought it was my clockalarm around 9:45. “[ first thought it Safety and Island residents for theiirrationally. EMS and NYPD present. Perp. was taken to Elmhurst Hospi-
The second time | thought somebodynight be my sister’s television, butcombined effort in assisting theirtal for examination and transported to 19 Precinct for processing.
was cooking, so | opened the bedthen | heard someone shout, ‘Everyneighbors. James Fry, Director of 8/12/99 Dispute, 531 Main St., PSD officers responded to scene of dispute.
room door and saw smoke.” Al-body get out!” My mom was so Public Safety, said that he had reSpouse left apartment without incident. NYPD responded, prepared report.
though not sure the apartment wascared,” she said. Although sheeived several letters of praise from 8/12/99 Missing Property, 501 Main St., Manager of store phoned PSD,
burning, she grabbed her songouldn’'t coax her cat from under theresidents for his officers, and hasstated perp. had taken two laptops valued at $1500 each. She stated that
slammed the door and opened theouch, her sister Lisa grabbed a pédtimself written letters of commen-door was locked with no signs of forced entry. Window was closed but not
window and began to scream. Shbird and they left. dation. locked. NYPD responded, prepared report.
saw a friend and Public Safety Of- Ms. Simone said that the hallwas Fay Vass, whose daughter 8/12/99 Petit Larceny, 599 Main St., Female entered PSD, stated she hax
filled with people  Michelle Vidra lives in 560 and is placed purse on counter and went to lavatory. She noticed someone fleein
in all manner of also disabled, said, “I think that Pubfrom store, locked door, did some paper work, noticed purse was missing
dress, including lic Safety, the Management Com-PSD officers searched area, recovered purse with everything except the ce
some in under- pany and RIOC did a marvelous joldular phone, returned same to victim. NYPD responded, prepared report.
wear. “l wentto in making residents feel safe and se- 8/12/99 Petit Larceny, 875 Main St., Male entered PSD, stated he had
Island House and cure.” Vass and other residents adeft a bag containing valuables on bench while playing. When he went to
fell asleep on the sisted by guiding evacuees to temretrieve it, the bag was gone. PSD officer and NYPD searched area witt
floor. Butthen| porary rest areas. negative results. NYPD prepared report.
started to cry. Temporary shelters were opened 8/16/99 Criminal Mischief, 688 Main St., Resident entered PSD, stated
When we went inthe Chapel of the Good Shepherdhat her car locks were tampered with, later she noticed that school sup
home around the 576 Community Room, and theplies, etc. valued at $100 were missing. She said she would contac
3:00 a.m. it was Island House Community room.NYPD. Later victim stated it would cost $200 to replace locks. Officer
pitch black.” Af- Beverages and cots were given tgearched area with negative results.
ter questioning dazed residents. The Red Cross set8/17/99 Fire, 560 Main St., Person notified PSD Officer of fire at loca-
the maintenance up shop and took information in caseion, officer responded, confirmed same, contacted central. PSD units re:
men about safety, placement became necessary. Aregponded to scene, evacuated all tenants from affected floors. Resident a
she slept with her resentative of the Mayor's Emer-vised officer of her grandmother still in the building. Officer attempted to

gency Response Team also came tnter apartment to search, but could not because of heavy smoke and inten

fore nurses quarters. Car wak ri0c and makes no

being driven by un-licensed, un;
derage girl. PSD sergeant driv
ing RMP#3 attempted to drive
around it to investigate why it was
stopped, but car went into reverse, striking the RMP. Car owner issued twc
summonses.

8/6/99 Trespass, 40 River Rd., Doorkeeper phoned PSD, stated there
were youths in the fenced in pool without authorization. PSD officers re-
sponded, 4 youths were in pool area, said they had been swimming. There
a “No Trespassing” sign posted. Three youths’ mothers responded, pro
vided identification, youths were issued “C” summonses.

8/7/99 Assault, 510 Main St., A person informed PSD Officer his under-
age daughter was assaulted in elevator by unknown youth, causing swellin
to eye and by banging her head on wall. EMS responded, treated her ¢
scene. NYPD responded.

representation as to its
accuracy or completeness.

ficer Rydell Lindsey on the east road{ight on.
way. They told her to get out of the Because hallway smoke alarms dithe Island to offer the City’s assis-heat. Seven residents and ten firefighters were transported to ElImhurst Hos

apartment. “I threw my son back omot sound until barrier doors weretance. pital for various treatments, smoke inhalation, one person burned her hanc
the bed and ran out of my bedroonforced open, allowing the smoke out, By 4:00 a.m., most residents werdEMS treated one firefighter and eight civilians at scene; they all refused
into his room. It was unclear whatsome residents just doors away werable to return to their homes. Someransport. There were no fatalities. One apartment was heavily damagec
had happened. | thought my unclaot immediately aware of the blazechose to stay with friends or relativesSeveral apartments suffered water damage, door damage, FDNY had to bres
might have been cooking.” ThekElizabeth Kiehm, in apartment 750,The maintenance staffs of all theseveral locks on apartments.
smoke increased and turned “pitctsaid she and her parents were watchuildings worked all night and the  8/19/99 Noise Complaint/Found Property, 4 River Rd., Anonymous per-
black,” she said, so she grabbeihg a movie when Public Safety Of-next few days with little sleep. Al- sons reported to PSD that someone was riding a loud scooter north an
Steven and ran up the stairs to thBicers knocked and instructed thehough they scrubbed soot-coveredouth on east seawall. Officers responded, conducted search with negati
door. She burned her fingers openfamily to leave. “We thought it waswalls and wet-vacuumed soakedesults. Scooter was discovered in lobby next to elevators, unattended, w/
ing the door. a joke,” said her mother, Joycefloors, an odor lingers, and the hallicense. Officer took it to 114 Precinct to voucher, to prevent hazardous
Ross discovered her uncle andiehm. Her husband ran out bareway outside the Wildes apartment isondition.
PSO Lindsey just outside the doorfoot. smoke-blackened. Telephone lines
She said her uncle had begun bang- When they returned |ater, thewere damaged and Only emergencys now buck"ng_ The Ahns lost hermust start from scratch in their new
ing on doors but people told him toKiehms found that fil‘efighters hadlines are Working in some apart'mother’s Wedd|ng gown and Severahpan:ment’ consideration will also be
goaway. Public Safety Officers, withentered through a window, breakingments. o traditional Korean dresses. given to other victims with pressing
the aid of residents, began advisinglass and furniture. Bedding was Susan Ahn, 16, wholivesin Apart- |sley issued flyers to all the vic- needs, said Vass. Further contribu-
people to evacuate their apartmentsvater damaged, forcing them to sleement 460 with her two sisters andjms following the fire. Thefirstlet- tions may be left at the Public Safety
At that time the famlly did not on the floor. Water had damagednother, Cynthla Ahn, said there iSter apok)gized for their ordeal andOffice. Those with questions may
know whether Ms. Wildes was home Elizabeth’s computer beyond repairstill water dripping down her walls. jncluded an insurance form. The seceontact Fay Vas355-4089Patrick
so Ross began screaming that hélt hurts inside,” Ms. Kiehm said, “We had white wall-to-wall carpet- ond letter alerted them to the schedStewart, 371-2332 or Joan
grandmother was inside. F|ref|ghterd’\0|d|ng her chest. ing, but the water soaked it so badlxued arrival of an insurance inspec.Christianson759-8336
had not yet arrived and the intense As firefighters swept the building we couldn't get it up. For two daystor, and the third apologized for his In the days following the fire, the
heat from the apartment apparentlgmashing windows and breakingve walked around on the wet floorfajlure to show. To clarify conflict- Fire Department held drills to assess
precluded entry by others. down doors, the community crankedintil we could get it up.” Atile floor jng stories regarding coverage, Isleyheir performance. “A drill is not

Wildes learned of the fire when sheup to pitch in and help. Doryne Isley said, “Our insurance doesn’t coverunusual,” according to Lt. Joseph
returned, and was taken to EImhursarrived at about 10:40 p.m. to asses persona| possessions' but that doesrPascale of Engine Company 260.

Hospital and treated for a panic atthe situation from the managemen
tack, according to her granddaughperspective. “It was a terrible fire,”
ter, and released. Ross and her saihe said. “But, thank God, the wallg8
were also treated with oxygen andvithstood the heat. That kind of fire
transported to Elmhurst, where theyn a building that didn’t have a good&=
were later released. rating would have taken the whole®
Neighbors told of their experi- building.” (Roosevelt Island com- ===
ences. Al Hooks, who lives belowplies with the State fire code for high- =%
Wildes in apartment 456, was lyingrise residential buildings. Apart-=
in bed when he smelled smoke. “Iments are fire-resistant — meaning
looked around,” he said, “and sawthey are designed to confine fireqg =
smoke inside my apartment. In thewithin apartments for four hours.) -,‘f -
process, | heard an explosion above As Public Safety Officers and resi-z o
me. Then, | heard people upstairslents hustled people outside the furr
screaming.” Hooks, who is disabledjng building, Main Street sidewalks g
said that he then got in his chair andilled with confused residents. Emer#i g

mean that they won't entertain cov-‘Roosevelt Island has a multitude of
erage.” She encouraged all thosdifficult stairways. It's a lot to drill.”
affected to file claims, but to also As for residents and fire concerns,
consider purchasing insurance.  Chief Dixon toldThe WIRE“People

A group of residents has organizeadtan’t completely depend on the Fire
a fund-raising effort for the fire vic- Department to get them out. Every-
tims. On Monday (August 30), a re-body must take responsibility to plan
ception will be held in the Commu- for a fire.” He added that it is more
nity Room of the Chapel of the Gooddifficult for the disabled, but they
Shepherd from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Fayghould plan with family and friends
Vass, one of the organizers, requesfsr an emergency. RIRA President
that contributions of cash or houseStewart says he plans to bring the Fire
hold goods be brought at that timeDepartment’s Outreach Program to
Distribution of the funds will be the Island.
made in consultation with Housing Stewart said, “We have a lot to
Management. Although the Wildesbe both proud of and thankful for.”
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Library Announces List “Fiction That Sells” Lectures
For Book Discussions Offered by Island Library

A dozen books have been chosen for monthly meetings of a book discussion group awhieéng Fiction That Sellsa two-part lec- Desire her sixth novel, published in Janu-
Roosevelt Island Branch of the New York Public Library, according to Lawrence Kaptune, series by an award-winning local authogry, has been selected by Doubleday Book
Branch Librarian. The books will be read by the participants over the next twelve mopghseing offered by the Roosevelt Islan€lub and the The Literary Guild for distri-
Roosevelt Island Community Literary Associates works with the Branch to promoteBxagich of the New York Public Library bution to its members in a hard-cover edi-
assist with the program. Its President, Ivens Stanton, is one of the leaders of the discu@sipRs) in September and October. Itis théion. Gwendolyn has finished her seventh

The Book Discussion program was first offered last year after the merging of the Roos$eseilh a series of special programs that theovel,Against The Windwvhich will be pub-
Island Library into the NYPL system. The group meets the third Tuesday of every montfaaich will offer during the next twelvelished in October.

6:30 p.m. at the Library. Admission is free and books for the following month will be l@oinths. In making the announcement, The first lecture will cover decisions that
to participants, who are asked to pick them up as soon after the prior meeting as potsistence Kapture, Chief Librarian of theprecede writing, such as time period, loca-
Pre-registration for the program is suggested, since admission is on a first-come badisahuoh, noted that admission is free. Th#&on, point of view and theme; getting started,

individuals can join each session as space permits. Roosevelt Island Community Literary Asso€ncompassing research and character devel-
The first novel in the series iove in the Time of Choleflay Gabriel Garcia Marquezciates is assisting NYPL with arrangementepment; and chapter construction and pac-
which is the selection for September 21. Illlustrating the variety presented, future baeipromotion for the event. ing, including outline, ending scenes and
includeThe Sun Also Risedow the Garcia Girls Lost Their AccenWaiting for Godot ~ The lectures, each of which will give dif-chapters with cliffhangers; and flashbacks.
Women in LoveandDivine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood ferent aspects of writing as well as finding The second talk will encompass eliminat-
The full list: and dealing with publishers, will be at 6:30ng mid-manuscript lull by introducing new
Sept. 21 Love in the Time of CholeraGabriel Garcia Marquez p.m. on Tuesdays: September 7, 1999 aeiaracters and plot twists; dialogue vs. nar-
Oct. 19 Black and Blue- Anna Quindlen October 5, 1999. rative to achieve natural conversation and in-
Nov. 15 The Sun Also RisesEfnest Hemingway The lectures are being given bytrospection; rewriting; organization and time
Dec. 21 The Stranger -Albert Camus Gwendolyn Johnson-Acsadi who writes unmanagement; and making the first sale to
Jan. 18 How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accentslulia Alvarez der the pen name of Gwynne Forster. A longditors and agents.
Feb. 15 Waiting for Godot- Samuel Beckett time resident of Roosevelt Island, she has The lectures will be given at the Island
Mar. 21 Women in Love D.H. Lawrence been acknowledged for her novels by theranch of the New York Public Library at
Apr. 18 Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterheo@ebecca Wells Affaire de Coeur Critics as One of Five Out524 Main Street. Because of the popularity
May 16 Their Eyes Were Watching GedZora Neale Hurston standing Achievers and One of the Ten Faf the author and subject, it is suggested that
June 20 Flesh and Blood Michael Cunningham vorite Authors among all Romance Authorghose interested stop at the library or tele-
July 17 Candide -Voltaire With Books Published in 1998Beyond phone308-6243to reserve a place.

Aug. 21 House of Mirth -Edith Wharton

Consideration of Minischools Condo Conversion Acquires
A New Dimension as Developer Brings Attorney to Session

News Analysis by Dick Lutz one vote? She’s been very flexible... | don't see any flgpdan is] right or wrong is not up to me, but if this devel-
The formal process of considering a second-floor expability on the part of people who are taking a contrary viewper walks away, then what happens?”
sion of Roosevelt Island’s Manhattan-side minischools maylon't think it's really fair to be directing these kinds of Joan Dawson, a member of the RIOC Board of Directors
now have become a delicate dance whose primary purpqeestions to Ms. Wilson...” who also serves on its Capital Planning and Development
is to avoid losing a law suit that may arise if the project isKnox responded by indicating that her vote on the comm@ommittee, then returned to the issue of views, asking for a
ultimately turned down. While the overall acceptability ofee, at least, would be affected by the compensation questishof apartments whose views would be affected by the sec-
the plan remains a matter of debate, those who are marfdy advice is linked to whether there will be compensatiomnd-story addition, and asking for something specific that
ing the process must now contend with the possibility of thien not talking a ridiculous concept. It was brought up, amight be addressed to solve the views problem. “l agree

matter ending up in court. you did say you were considering it. | hope you will for the stkat we need to do something about the minischools,” she
Developer Diane Wilson brought an attorney to the lagpartments involved [which will suffer] some loss of view... Baid. “They cannot just remain vacant.”
session of the RIOC Board’s Capital Planning and Develould ease a lot of tension if you dealt with this directly.” Ryan added, “There’s money going out the window. My

opment Committee, chaired by Board member Frank‘We appreciate the spirit in which you're offering thgob is to see that RIOC operates in standard businesslike
Angelino. While the words weren’t spoken, the clear implegomment,” the attorney responded. “We're not saying nractices and that we see revenue come in and that in turn
cation was that Wilson might sue if she feels she’s dehlit it's way, way, way premature to talk about this, because use that revenue for the benefit of the citizens of Roosevelt
with unfairly in any rejection of the minicondos idea. the overall context of some members of the community iskstand.” He added, “If there can be an accommodation

The project has stirred opposition among residents for thostile it would be used as a sword rather than a shield.redached so those people are happy and the developer is
reasons. First, it adds a partial second story to each ofwweildn’t say no, but it's premature.” happy, and we can take that [matter of views] off the table,
buildings, adversely affecting views from some apartmentsAt that point, RIOC President Robert Ryan, who was athat are the other concerns we have?”
in Westview, Island House, and Rivercross. Second, thegading his first meeting of the committee in that capacity,With that, Ryan went around the table taking notes on
is concern about the demographic “fit” of new residents aldeked Wilson’s lawyer to explain the term “as of right.” Theommittee members’ other potential objections to the
to pay over half a million dollars for a residence. explanation: “As of right means that once we are desigrnicondos project. Some of the concerns expressed in-

There are other concerns raised in opposition, as wellnated, we don’t need [a] zoning [variance]. It's not a negoluded:

* Will buyers come forward to spend $500,000 and matiation... We're not coming in here saying it's not a negotia-+ Marc Diamond: “The quick answer is that the second
for residences whose main floor is on the westside protien... [but] she could have built six stories up...” floor is the issue. There’s a lot more to it, like why do we
enade, where windows may have to be curtained for pri-That comment prompted committee member Laurenpat ourselves in the position of having to compensate people?
vacy? The marketability of the units, say the plan’s bacRarnes, a Rivercross resident who manages the City’s UMhy go so far as to [have to] consider it? If the second
ers, is a matter of concern for the developer. form Land Use Review Process (ULURP) to explain thfibor were adequately resolved, | would [then] want to look

» Will RIOC ultimately be forced to permit traffic on theRoosevelt Island is not subject to New York City zoningt how it would affect the surrounding neighborhood.”
promenade for wealthy residents who want more convenienhsiderations, and that the final decision on the minicondos Byron Gaspard: “The second floor is an issue, but there
access? RIOC has said a flat no to automobile access tonliebe in the hands of the RIOC Board of Directors. Bes also a failure to explore alternatives.”
condos from the promenade, and has said this consideratianse the Capital Planning and Development Committee hasMary Camper-Titsingh expressed a concern about ve-
will be built into the plan. only advisory powers, it remains to be seen whether the RI@iCular traffic and aesthetics, saying, “The island has a cer-

* When Southtown is built, some opponents feel, the midoard will follow its lead. But a recommendation againsain look about it and the GDP planned for one-story build-
schools will again be needed as schools. RIOC Presidt@ project could serve to provide some cover for the RIG@s and, putting in a second story reduces the step-down
Robert Ryan says he has a firm indication of disinterest fr@oard if it turns down the project. effect.”
the Board of Education. In the Capital Planning Committee’s June 22 meeting,* Jeff Hochman: “Since Ms. Wilson keeps saying we need

The issue of lost views has become pre-eminent in the aliscussion revealed why Wilson considers the second-sttrg second floor to sell [these residences], she’s [effectively]
rent phase of consideration. The presence of Wilson’s attaddition important to the success of her project. Parnes raisaging it may be difficult to sell them even with the second
ney at the June 22 meeting, and the resultant injection of lety@ matter: “The second story is the key issue... | assufioer. If she can’t sell them, what happens? Does she main-
considerations into the discussion, changed the chemistry.we need the second story because it gives us the added t@d-them?” In response to Hochman'’s concerns, Ryan sug-

Residents Association President Patrick Stewart, whamom... The issue has always been the second floor...” gested there could be adjustments in price and other pur-
serves on the committee, had brought photos to the meetin@arnes went on to suggest that, in some of the 16 unitschaser incentives found. Angelino added that an agreement
They suggested the problems of diminished views from sosmgditional bedroom might be created on the ground floavith the developer would include language prescribing a
apartments. Stewart led into a discussion of the problemtayt Wilson made it clear that solution wouldn’t serve he&ourse of action if the units were not sold and occupied within
saying, “I don’t think we've addressed the value of the builteeds: “l added the second floors so that the building woaldertain number of years.
ings and apartments and how the value would be affectedaf economically viable. | had to add second floors... tor Joan Dawson pointed out that if the Board of Education
the condos are built.” spread the cost over more square feet.” She said renovatdwantually retook possession of the buildings, it could add a

Lisa Knox, who also serves on the committee, raised thest would run about $175 per square foot. second floor, or even three or four stories.
guestion of compensation: “Have you continued your ne-Wilson added, “When this project was designed, | tooke Patrick Stewart: “My main concern is the second floor,
gotiations regarding monetary damages to the owner of thses than half of what Roosevelt Island is zoned for. Whbnt we also need a clarification of the environmental impact
buildings?” you calculate the first floor into the zoning area, | took lessatement.” Stewart raised a concern that the RIOC Board’s

This served as a cue for Wilson’s attorney to attemptttean half the air rights.” original conditional approval of Wilson's plan was for a
put the possibility of compensation in perspective from When another member of the committee, Mary Campearoject without a second floor.

Wilson’s viewpoint: “l am not aware,” he said, “of any deTitsingh, raised the question of a possible need for theWilson’s attorney appeared, at one point, to suggest that
velopment where a person develops, as of right, and caminischools for educational purposes, RIOC Presidethe possibility of compensation could be considered only
pensates other tenants. You have to understand when Rgan told the group he has a firm indication from thafter a final approval of the project: “It's premature to have
ask her even to consider that, how radical a proposal tha8hool Board that it will not want the units for any futuréhose conversations... It's a subject that may be more ap-
in the development community. If there were such compgmirpose. He then went on to provide an overview of hpsopriate once Ms. Wilson is approved... and then when you
sation, how would you compensate? If you have a view tisgiecific concerns: “These buildings have been sittinglk about doing neighborly things... what being a good
was 3/4 blocked and now is 1/2 blocked, how do you cowacant since 1989,” he said. “In my position | have reighbor means, then it's a subject for further conversation.
pensate? This is a very slippery slope to go down.” fiduciary responsibility to the State to see that somethitign sure there’ll be some point when Mr. Ryan is going to

He continued, “Let me ask the opponents, because ma@ugitive happens for revenue coming in for the Statecome to us and say, ‘| have a neighborly suggestion,” and

have philosophical objections... would compensation chang have a developer here who has a plan... whether [fiten] we’'ll consider it...”
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The Roosevelt Island Jewish Congregation

Invites You to Join Us For

HIGH HOLY DAYS SERVICES

1999 5760
R

RABBI LEON MORRIS

ROSH HASHANAH

FRIDAY, SEP. 10
EREV ROSH HASHANAH
SATURDAY, SEP. 11

MORNING SERVICE
EVENING SERVICE

SUNDAY, SEP. 12
MORNING SERVICE
TASLICH

YOM KIPPUR

SUNDAY, SEP. 19
KOL NIDRE

MONDAY, SEP. 20
MORNING SERVICE
AFTERNOON STUDY CLASS
N’EILAH AND CONCLUDING SERVICES

FOR MEMBERSHIP AND TICKET INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL 212-688-4836 OR 212-752-8160

THE R.1.J.C. IS A NONAFFILIATED, EGALITARIAN COMMUNITY
CONGREGATION WELCOMING ALL TO ITS SERVICES.

ALL SERVICES ARE IN THE R.I.J.C. SANCTUARY, THE CULTURAL CENTER,
548 MAIN STREET.

ROBERT MICHELS

PERSONAL FITNESS
TRAINER

755-7322 or (917) 284-9171
ACSM & ACE Certified, Insured

13 Years Experience ® Island Resident

FREE consultation and workout

Fall '99 Semester

REGISTRATION TIME !l

Did you get your new registration form?
No? Then you can collect one from the
Public Safety office.

We will also have a table for registrations
outside the church on Sat Aug 28™ and
Sat September 11™ 10am - 2pm

If you are new to our Island, and want to
know more about us, collect a booklet from
the Public Safety Office, or
call Gina at 758 8408
or email your questions to: IKClasses@aol.com

CLASSES START SEPTEMBER
13th

Roorsevelt Island Cafe Bakery

We now have a full line of Boar’s Head Deli Meats and
spreads to accompany your bagel or roll.

Tuna, Chicken and Shrimp Salad
low Fat Cream Cheerse
Vegetable Cream Cheese
Strawberry Cream Cheese
Walnut CGream Cheese
lox Cream Cheerse
Scallion Cream Cheese
Raisin Cinnamon CGream Cheese

Stop by for lunch, dinner or just a snack
We do catering
We deliver * §6.50 minimum * 7 days a week
546 1/2 Main Street

702-8883

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
o i HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

Thank you for helping us to upgrade

The Thrift Shop

by washing items before donating.
Usable things only, please. Sorry,
no computers.

486-8958

520 Main Street
Monday-Friday 12-7:30
Saturday 10-7:30
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Self-Governance ompage:

Senate interested in self-goverwas fond of trumpeting his ability

Samaritan Returns Important Papers,

nance for Roosevelt Island, buto make the Island self-sufficient...Relieves ReS|dent’S Worry Over LOSS

continued, “the legislation thatmany questions were raised (and
came out of this process [that wasére as yet unanswered) about how
offered to us on a take-it-or-leave-he was accomplishing this.”
it basis by the Senate leadership is Before listing work he feels is
not a bill that | felt comfortable in necessary before self-governanc :
advancing in its current form. moves for)\//vard, Grannisgs memo to?escue, returning lost documents.

“While your negotiations with Mendez continues, “Once done :
the Governor’s Office and Senateself-governance will likely be irre- precious documer;ts. IHedhad e BT g
produced a bill that made good orvocable. And, while the PatakioM®€ ]:_FO_ Rgo\?vevet I(S: alrt]) "‘_' -
our promise to put residents in theAdministration has not been re-Visitafrien C Iarrﬁn 0 Iert,
driver’'s seat of a new managemensgponsive to the Island’s needs in it patlenr: atF (_)der gslrJltz;é ?] a
entity, | am deeply troubled by thebudgets over the past five years, i \(/jery ot L' ay, uhy t t, o
risks it poses of putting them at theemained at least morally respon%n \I/(vlas onh |shwa%/ O&n?h
wheel of a jalopy that might not sible as long as the Governor con: roo_l yn w Ien N Oltj)n he 7]
make it around the bend, rather thatrolled RIOC [through appointmentmg%%gggfe(l)tp&g:]g SeuT)?N al
a viable public benefit corporationof its Board of Directors and the t Opening it h )
that is both fiscally sound and fully its President]. This Administration stop. penlngé N Sda.‘W apas
apprised of the Island’s physicalwill have virtually no reason to be pog,bgrefn C%rf' mg‘h ||<_:|are C\?.r
condition.” concerned about the Island if theirfil_?] ank card for t tyun "

Concerns about the Island’s indink to RIOC and the Island — thetha(isheevlllﬁtra?/vlg%%rlggert)gfneé =
frastructure have been at the heaGovernor’'s control of the RIOC . t the offi fthe R |
of resistance to the legislative ef-Board — is severed.” |In|a d ebo |cet_o Ce: ooset\_/e |
fort by Residents Association In his memo to MTG, Grannis tﬁ:r;lext riienzzlﬂg ca?nr1pe0;g '83 :
President Patrick Stewart, who hapromised further work on the leg-; land o’
called for a reliable inventory of theislation after Labor Day. However,'s.?r? i th kend fth
likely cost of repairing the seawall,it is generally believed, based one a &Nats e(\j/vee g? OM 1
AVAC system, roadways, andthe State Legislature’s past Work—Y.enne yfrgge y ar}t IOI;ndr'Z
other basic systems which, he being patterns, that no legislation iSKgrgg(ne geniS?sset\r/lz Iosss of the -
lieves, were neglected to the pointikely to be passed until well into envelope was a very seriouss

by Mary Camper-Titsingh

B

e

A member of Roosevelt Island’s Korean commuworried face when Oak Soon Hong, a Board Mem-
ity is relieved after a good samaritan came to hber of the Roosevelt Island Seniors Association, ran
into her. Acting as Mrs. Yi's translator, she helped

Thomas Marshall is the hero who found Mrs. Yi'$ier to report the loss at the Public Safety Office as

well as at the office of the
Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation. But to no avail.
Meanwhile, Thomas
Marshall had to make a ten-day
trip to Puerto Rico, his native
country, and could not turn in
the manila envelope to the
RIOC office until he returned
from there. RIOC delivered the
manila envelope to Mrs. Yion
July 28th with the Sender iden-
tified only as Thomas Marshall
and a phone number. Attempts
by Oak Soon Hong to reach
him by telephone to thank him
for finding the precious docu-
ments failed until August 10th
when, much to everyone’s sur-
prise, it turned out that Thomas
Marshall is a Volunteer with
the Roosevelt Island Senior
Association. In fact, he is re-

of danger under the three-year adthe year 2000. MTG members i
ministration of Dr. Jerome Blue, have expressed a fear that the “m r'gsr;sdogr?tl éﬂa?heéj%;ﬁi (;N g:ln C’Za—' i : :
who left the RIOC Presidency inment will pass”forself-governance1994 she had been to th EE— ; r g3 Center's outdoor terrace
June. In his memo to MendezJegislation if the Governor’s priori- ’ e ’ ]

; “ : o ; ; .S.Justice Department’s Im- Selina Ng, Director of the Se-
ﬁirgig?rlzt\ilgnozﬁ'R'I'C.)t(h:ehgrs?l\g?tisll?)? :'neg‘rghgggﬁéﬂgg{gs\;ﬂtehmtshzeggw%igration and Naturalization Service that day withior Center, arranged a meeting between Thomas

. : e ; the documents required for a follow-up to her 199Marshall and Mrs. Yi, with Oak Soon Hong acting
\lljv?tmteh grgr%ithgizcc; gﬂgasrl]mseis_glgr(]: tﬂgmmstre\}gg \?V];tr?%tl)ggapplication for U.S. citizenship. A shy lady and nads translator, so that she could express her deep
cal cor?dition of both RIOCpa)rlwd ur){der Jerome I)?/,Iue yet fluent in English, the discovery of the loss ofratitude to him. Thomas Marshall's broad smile
Roosevelt Island. While Dr. Blue ' those precious documents clearly showed on h®id of his pleasure at having helped someone.

sponsible for the flourishing
plants and flowers on the

Text of Grannis Communications on Self-Governance Legislation

August 10, 1999 the Island that he cavalierly brushed aside. On this list were such projects as the seaw:
To: David Bauer [and members of the Maple Tree Group]; Patrick Stewart, Dick Wade Octagon Park and Good Shepherd’s Chapel. And | also recall the years of multi-millior
The attached [memo to Senator Olga Mendez] is FYI. | regret that we were not aldellar capital appropriations in the pre-Pataki era to meet these needs. To the best of r
reach agreement with the Senate on Roosevelt Island self-governance this session. Wheowiledge, despite repeated requests, Dr. Blue never produced any list of the Islanc
be back in session at some point in the fall, so we will have time to take up this issue tbapital needs, much less any explanation of how he intended to pay for them. With Gove
we can find common ground. nor Pataki’s elimination of all operating and capital support without a word of protest from
As | have cautioned repeatedly, if ever there was a time for heeding the warning “c@®re&ue, and without the ability to borrow money or issue bonds, the new resident-stew
emptor,” this seems to be it. As | wrote to Senator Mendez, | continue to be very concardsdf RIOC would have nowhere to turn for the capital to meet these needs now or in t
that enactment of her bifls ismight end up leaving Island residents facing unforesefenure except themselves or the far from certain prospect of a special State appropriatio
financial risks. This would be unacceptable to me and | think should be for the IslaAdsecond and related reason for my concern is the nature of the transfer of power we ¢
community. proposing. Once done, self-governance will likely be irrevocable. And, while the Patak
Before taking control of a new governing entity, | believe that both good governmentdinistration has not been responsive to the Island’s needs in its budgets over the pz
common sense require that a proper due diligence review be undertaken. Since thisfir@years, it remained at least morally responsible as long as the Governor controlled RIOf
will in all likelihood remove the State as the prime guarantor of the Island’s future, | believie Administration will have virtually no reason to be concerned about the Island if theit
that we must have in hand proper assurances as to RIOC'’s condition and full knowledigé od RIOC and the Island — the Governor’s control of the RIOC Board — is severed.
what the future holds regarding the new entity’s obligations and financial responsibilitieSor these reasons, | believe that, at a minimum, any final agreement on Island self-gove

I will be taking time in August to catch up with my family after our marathon sessipance legislation should include these components:

Hopefully, we can wait until after Labor Day to talk about where we go from here. 1. A clear statement that the State bears the responsibility for turning over to the ne

Pete Grannis entity an Island operation that is fiscally sound and is not in need of capital repairs othe
than those for which the State is responsible under the terms of the Master Lease with NY
To this end, prior to transfer, the State should be called upon to do the following:

From: Pete Grannis A. Prepare an inventory of RIOC's current responsibilities, and those of the Stat:

Re: Roosevelt Island Self-Governance Legislation - S.5893 and city under the terms of the Master Lease.

With the session moving to adjournment, | wanted to share with you my deep disappoint-B. Contract for an independent engineering report on the Island’s infrastructure
ment in our inability to reach agreement on Roosevelt Island legislation and of my coatid-facilities, and
ued and abiding interest in working with you for a new governance system that puts deci-C. Contract for an independent audit of RIOC’s operations and finances.
sions involving the Island’s management and future development in the hands of Isl@&hdA clear statement of understanding of which of the State’s obligations under the Max
residents. Since itis all but certain that we will be returning in the fall to work on the Healtl.ease, if any, will survive the transfer of responsibility to the new entity.

Care Reform Act and other issues, | am hopeful that we will be able to use the upconBngA requirement that New York State assume responsibility for repairing or agree f
time to work out necessary amendmers6893 to protect the interests of our constituentgimburse the new entity for the cost of repairing any structural defects of which it ha

I know that you and your able counsel Jorge Vidro put many hours of hard work intokiiisviedge /or of which it could have reasonably be expected to have knowledge wit
effort, and | commend you for your success in getting the Senate Majority and the Patafer management practices (such as the repairs needed for the Good Shepherd Chaj
Administration involved in discussing the issue of self-governance. | also know that thls Maintenance of existing State indemnification protections that were removed in th
was a particularly difficult undertaking for a Democratic member of the TOP-controll&test draft of the bill. After the transfer, the new operating entity will continue to be a Stat
Senate. But despite your efforts, the legislation that came out of this process and offgpedlio benefit corporation, and it should be treated no differently than other such entities i
us on a take-it-or-leave-it basis by the Senate leadership is not a bill that | felt comfortebtes of State indemnification. Since RIOC currently carries a sizable amount of insul
advancing in its current form. While your negotiations with the Governor’s Office @mte, which will cover certain levels of risk and would continue to be maintained by the
Senate produced a bill that made good on our promise to put residents in the driver’s seat ehtity, there is no foreseeable added risk to the State in providing its traditional inder
a new management entity, | am deeply troubled by the risks it poses for putting them aifitwtion. It seems clear that no level of private insurance would be adequate in the eve
wheel of a jalopy that might not make it around the bend, rather than a viable public beriefitatastrophic occurrence related to the Tram or other Island facilities — and resider
corporation that is both fiscally sound and fully apprised of the Island’s physical condigtiould not be on the line for such losses.

The approach dictated in the bill signed off on by the Senate Majority and the Governds's A commitment by New York State to fund the Island’s expected future capital needs
Office is, as you know, vastly different than A7820, the bill | introduced early in the sesalmsent the inclusion of provisions for empowering the new entity to raise its own capital fo
at the request of the Island’s Maple Tree Group. Having enthusiastically supportech#lietaining the Island’s infrastructure and addressing emergencies.
painstaking efforts of the MTG in developing a framework for self-governance that wisy goal with these suggested modifications is certainly not to derail this welcome will-
approved by an overwhelming vote, | felt confident that their bill, with some techninghess by the Pataki Administration to consider self-governance for the Roosevelt Islar
modifications called for by the Speaker’s staff, would have put in place a system of s&ifimunity. But | feel strongly that when contemplating fundamental changes of this mag
governance — with appropriate safeguards for dealing with future contingencies. nitude, it is better to be safe than sorry. We have the opportunity now to try to do as muc

These safeguards have become an overriding concern for me for several reasonsadivstcan up front to guarantee the future viability of the Island community under its nev
the previous administration of RIOC has left all of us with a great deal of uneasinessgeitbrning structure.
regard to the actual fiscal and physical condition of both RIOC and Roosevelt Island. WHhifeel strongly that our Island constituents are entitled to self-governance without leavin
Dr. Blue was fond of trumpeting his ability to make the Island self-sufficient and thatdiehance the funding of costly capital projects or leaving them to their own devices to cog
had matters under control, many questions were raised (and are as yet unansweredithrpyoblems that could have been addressed before we move on this legislation.
satisfaction) about how he was accomplishing this task. | am mindful of the long list biook forward to discussing these issues with you and your staff.
capital improvements and repairs identified by the prior administration as being needed on

(story, page 1)

July 30, 1999
To: Hon Olga Mendez

Pete Grannis
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New York Junior Tennis Leaguers were joined by their sponsors, Councilmember Gifford Miller, RIOC
President Robert Ryan, and Housing Management General Manager Doryne Isley, to celebrate their
achievements Friday, August 20. Pictured with them are reading- and achievement-award recipients
for the summer season. The season ends today (August 28) with a trip to the U.S. Open qualifying

‘1 l)‘) l{rl‘ ‘1W| R E rounds. The winter season begins the first weekend in November at the Island’s Racquet Club.

YOUTH SOCCER The Roosevelt Island Youth Soccer Association (RIYSA) is < I aSS I fl e d
asking for early registration by participants, and is inviting all boys and girls, ages 5-14, to
register now for the fall soccer season. Because of record-breaking enrollment last season,

and the USA Women’s World Cup victory, the Association expects a large turnout, and is 751 _8 ?1 4
asking parents to register their children as soon as possible. only 50 cents a word only 50 cents a word
Final deadline for registration is September 18. Players from last season should have

received pre-registration material in the mail, which should be returned immediately. AGWPUNCTURE on ROOSEVELT ISLAND —NYS license, treating low back pain,
new players and those who didn’t receive information, there will be registration sessiohgadaches, joint pain, anxiety, depression, menstrual/menopause symptoms,
two Wednesdays, Septmber 8 and 15, in front of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd,dhi@ic asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and more. Barbara Pittman 388-7313
8:00 p.m. . : .

The registration fee is $60.00 for all divisions. (Divisions include Kinder Kicker (5-BYAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE —Ongoing registration for dance
Minors (7-8), Juniors (9-10) and Seniors (11- 14). The fee covers all field space, uniféigdheater classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

insurance and trophies for all participants. Shin guards are required for all participantsgferR SCHOOL CARE — Provided by long-term resident on Roosevelt Island.
Association will supply them only for Kinder Kickers. Soccer shoes are strongly reC8fflicks, play, homework supervision. Evenings, weekend sitting also. Eugenie

mended. ) o )
Player assessment and team assignments will begin Saturday, September 18th,%'§%g].er Mother” (212) 223-0157

The season starts Friday-Saturday September 24-25. CAT SITTER available on Rl. My home or yours. References provided. Eugenie
The Youth Soccer Association is also seeking volunteers, who are asked to atte@1pp223-0157
league meeting Tuesday (August 31) at 7:30 p.m. in the Rivercross Community Room. . . . . .
For further information, parents and prospective participants can call James Herlihy (H&E—NSED MASSAGE THERAPY — Island resident Diana Brill. ~ Gift certificate
dent) at 223-5144, or Jay Levine (Vice Presidentg8:3358 available. (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

- SECRETARY SEEKS WORK - full time/part time. Call 718-932-9637.
aC eS n IC y . . EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214

B d C tf d BURN CALORIES - Sierra Aerobic Conditioner (same idea as Nordic Track).
oara-uvertiiie Includes electronic motivator (tracks miles, calories burned, speed, etc.). Sturdy,
Specialist in Adult Medicine folds away neatly. Little-used. Originally $500. Asking $125 or b/o. 832-3456

NORDICTRACK PRO MODEL - Includes electronics package — $750 list. Like
new. Asking $500 or best offer. Call Sherie or Matt, 935-7534

WANTED - LOW-TECH UPRIGHT EXERCISE BIKE , 980-1349

(Internal Medicine)

Hzalth Plans 32B-J Members
ceepted Dr. Resnick is on the Sales & Service License 730671
Aetna/USHealthcare panel of the Building Est. 1961 c H RI s I v Credit Cards Accepted
Empitgllg}ll%z Cross 832'23 10 Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212) i 1
HIP 388-3900 to schedule Repalr SerVICe Center
Oxford your first appojntment TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...
. Free Estimates in shop. _Fri. O-
501 Main Street Free Pickup & Deliver withpre air Mon. Fr|:9 !
romesone ' 718-392-7444  a
n-home Service - - 21-16 36th Av.
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044 All work Guaranteed G Y 11106
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JAY'S SEA WORLD
FISHMARKET

530 Main Street « Roosevelt Island

(212) 935-1702

Japanese Sushi

e Veggie Roll Combo

e California Roll

e Tuna Roll

e Tuna Combo

e House Moriawase

e Super (Sushi Combo)
e Veggie Tempura

Fresh Sushi Delivered Every Day!

Smoked Fish

e Salmon
* Mackerel
e Trout

Ready to Eat (Microwave)

e Cajun Marinated Catfish
e Lemon Pepper Marinated Catfish
e Salmon Teriyaki

Mon-Sat, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays

JAMAICA HILLS
FOOTCARE CENTER

Dr. Ronald J. Beauvais

Podiatrist / Foot Specialist

MEDIGARE AGGEPTED

Medical & Surgical Treatment
of ALL foot disorders

Specializing in treatment of
Senior Citizens’ Foot Disorders
and Diabetic Foot Gare

HOUSE GALLS AVAILABLE

800-723-8385
toll-free 1-888-801-3221




