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Labor Day Fire
Ravages Octagon

by Debra Mount Cornet
Additional reporting by David Bauer

Professional employees of a “major East Side medi-
cal institution” will become the residents of the first
building at Southtown, if negotiations between the
developers and the institution succeed.  The disclo-
sure was made by Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) President Robert Ryan last week in a
meeting of the RIOC Board’s Capital Planning and
Development Committee.

As a result, a push is on to move the developers, Re-
lated and Hudson, to “final designation” status as cho-
sen developer.  Ryan did not name the medical institu-
tion involved, but indicated there is time pressure be-
cause “they have to be in the ground by a certain time, or
the deal’s off... and all this happened in the last few days.”
(On Wednesday night, RIRA President Patrick Stewart
told Common Council members that he expects construc-
tion to begin “before Christmas.”)

One consequence was a two-week postponement of
September’s RIOC Board meeting from Thursday
(September 9) to Thursday, September 23.  Ryan
hopes to have a positive vote by the Capital Planning
and Development Committee in a September 14 meet-
ing to pave the way for a formal “final designation” of
Hudson/Related by the RIOC Board.

Ryan also told members of the committee that the
derelict Nurses Residence will be razed in the first
phase of Southtown construction, rather than in a later
stage, as earlier envisioned.

Ryan said that final designation of Hudson/Related
as Southtown developer is not final acceptance of the
site plan or a design of the buildings.  He told the
committee, however, that “most of the stuff that will
be taking place [after final designation] will be hav-

Southtown Push Is On As
Developer Finds a Tenant

Margery Rubin

ing to do with engineering, construction schedules,
stuff like that, and a lot of it is going to be done with
our consultant...  It’s going to be more of a technical
process.”  He added, “The footprints of the buildings
– none of that’s going to change.”

Resident members of the Capital Planning and De-
velopment Committee raised several questions dur-
ing the August 28 meeting, saying many details re-
main to be reduced to writing, but all expressed gen-
eral support for the plan insofar as its particulars have
been made known through presentations by Hudson/
Related.  Ryan said the developers have agreed to
“work with” RIOC on the question of construction traf-
fic, but that no details had been worked out.

At Wednesday night’s Residents Association meet-
ing, Common Council member Jeff Hochman, who is
also a member of the Capital Planning Committee,
expressed concern that the plan means that the popu-
lation of the first Southtown building will be essen-
tially transient – interns and others whose Island pres-
ence will typically be short-term, and that they are not
likely to become invested in the Island community.
Other Council members voiced a worry that the pace
of events might outstrip the RIRA Common Council’s
ability to negotiate with RIOC and the developer re-
garding design, construction traffic, pace of construc-
tion, population mix, “givebacks,” and other matters
of concern to the Island’s current residents.

In related developments:
• The Capital Planning and Development Commit-

tee heard a report on a joint investigation of the ef-
fect, on existing views, of adding a second story to
the minischools for the luxury condominiums proposed
by developer Diane Wilson.  The study, done by RIRA
President Patrick Stewart, RIOC engineer Vincent
Kopicki, and Wilson, concluded that while “scores”
of apartments would be affected, only “five or six” of
those visited would be affected to a “moderate or
greater” degree.  An attorney for Wilson said some
form of compensation might be considered for affected
residents.

• The Capital Planning and Development Commit-
tee agreed to vote on its recommendation to the RIOC
Board regarding the minicondo proposal on Tuesday,
September 14.  This would position the RIOC Board
to vote on the matter at its September 23 meeting.

• The RIRA Common Council heard that the
Marriott hotel chain has now asked to become an in-
vesting partner in the twin-tower hotel proposed for
Southpoint, rather than simply manager of the facil-
ity.

• The Council’s legal committee reported it is near
engaging a law firm to fight Southpoint development.
The Council voted to schedule a Town Meeting on
Southpoint, and to raise funds for the legal work, for
September 29.

Fire Fund Raises $4,000
Island residents donated nearly $4,000 and a large

quantity of household items to the Fire Victims Relief
Fund at a reception Monday, August 30.  (Related
material in RIRA President’s Column, page 3.)

Fay Vass, one of the organizers of the event at the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, said that funds were
distributed the following Wednesday and Thursday,
half going to the family of Dorothy Wildes, whose
apartment was most damaged in the August 17 fire.

Remaining funds will be divided among other par-
ties affected by the fire.  There was damage to at least
20 apartments.  “A letter will be sent to each family
who had damage,” Vass said.  “They will have three
days to respond.  Then, according to how many re-
spond, the money will be evenly distributed.”

Ken Diebner, a member of the RIRA Common
Council who worked on the fundraising effort, said
Wednesday night that he was impressed by the quan-
tity of donations at all levels.

Judy Berdy, Roosevelt Island Historical Society

The Octagon in 1897

A fire in the landmark Octagon – possible arson, but still under inves-
tigation – brought over 15 pieces of firefighting equipment to Roosevelt
Island on Labor Day.  Firefighters, who received the first call at 5:57
p.m., rolled onto the Island at 6:15.  By 6:20, flames were shooting from
the top of the structure, and by 6:45, Fire Department personnel had
apparently decided on a strategy of containment over attempts to extin-
guish the fire.  By 7:00, thick black smoke was being blown over
Manhattan’s East Side.

It took nearly three hours to bring the blaze fully under control.  The
building was still being hosed down Tuesday morning.

Wood structures inside the building fed the fire, but it appeared to be
made worse by stabilization measures taken after a 1982 fire that destroyed
the building’s ornate dome.  A metal cap and sealed windows and doors
apparently turned the building into a huge chimney much like a steel smelter
or trash incinerator.  Demolition and excavation debris on the south and
west sides of the building also made access difficult for firefighters.

The cause of the blaze is being investigated.  A single access door,
normally locked, was open when firefighters arrived.

In two centuries, the Octagon has attracted attention as an insane asy-
lum and as a work of architecture by Alexander Jackson Davis.  Charles
Dickens visited it in 1842 and wrote, in American Notes, “I cannot say
that I derived much comfort from the inspection of this charity...  every-
thing had a lounging, listless,
madhouse air, which was
very painful.”

In this century, E.L.
Doctorow used the setting in
his novel, Waterworks:  “They
kept these people not in rooms
but in what seemed to be a suc-
cession of hall wards with high
clerestory windows and
vaulted ceilings finished in
ochred brick.  The great vol-
umes of the space above the in-
mates mixed their screeches
and shouts and cries of despair
into a cathedral of prayerful
sound.”  Speaking of the build-
ing, he told a WIRE reporter,
“It says something in its ruined
state that appeals to me.  It
takes us to our earlier history
more than total restoration.  It’s the hope of finding the ceremony of our
lives with the echoing sorrows of mad people.”

This year, the architectural firm of Becker and Becker has proposed
using the Octagon as the centerpiece of a six-story apartment building
that would sit on the footprint of the wings that were attached to the
Octagon as part of the hospital.

Late Thursday, RIOC President Robert Ryan said decisions would be
made about how to deal with the results of the fire after NYFD officials
had released the site.
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To the Editor:
I am responding to Richard

Wade’s letter (August 28).  As an
elected member of the RIRA Com-
mon Council and a member of Maple
Tree Group (MTG), I must take ex-
ception to some of Dick’s statements
and assumptions.  MTG was created
to investigate solutions for the
Island’s difficulties, present and fu-
ture.  That resulted in draft legisla-
tion for self-governance.  The Group
met in well-publicized weekly meet-
ings, and all were welcomed.

MTG considered November’s
92% vote to “replace the present...
appointed governance of Roosevelt
Island... by a popularly-elected
Board... empowered to hire profes-
sional management, as proposed in
the... Grannis legislation” a mandate
from the Community to pursue a vi-
able bill.  MTG considered last
February’s RIRA Common Council
vote of 19-0 (3 abstentions) to “sup-
port the Grannis bill and... apply its
effort and influence to effect its pas-
sage...” a resounding affirmation by
the Community through its only
elected representatives.  While that
“application of effort” never coa-
lesced, MTG continued to work only
because no other organization of-
fered assistance.  Did Dr. Wade think
his yes vote in November was merely
an approval in principle?  A piece of
legislation in the New York State
Assembly is quite concrete, and it
was discussed at length in The WIRE
and at the Town Meeting October 26.

There were no “stealth politics,”
there was no “back door.”  There
was a group of Island residents
learning and doing all the steps
necessary to write, negotiate and
pass a bill with which few gave us
any chance of success.  We came
again to Common Council on June
14-15 to seek the affirmation of the
Community through its elected rep-
resentatives, and again we were
soundly supported, 17-3, 3 abstain-
ing.  Only now, after two years of
hard work, does Dr. Wade appear
to express his opinion.

Wade writes, “Albany is no place
for amateurs,” and in that he is cor-
rect.  Had those with political
savvy, legal education or govern-
mental experience presented them-
selves to MTG at any stage of the
process, we would have welcomed
them with open arms.  During the
last year’s discussions and labors,
Dr. Wade never attended a single
Common Council or Maple Tree
Group meeting.  Even now, he has
declined direct invitations to share
his views with MTG.  Our work
would only seem “secret” to some-
one whose head was stuck in the
sand.

Our contention is that the only
way to assure the Island’s future is

To the Editor:
Here are a few remarks on the

legitimacy of the Maple Tree
Group.

The Island has voted for self-
governance.  RIRA has voted for it
consistently.  Everyone tells us they
are for it – even critics of MTG’s
efforts.  The key problem is how
to get from the popular expression
of will to the reality?

Some members of RIRA, plus
others, formed MTG to do exactly
that.  Should it be a committee un-
der RIRA?  Could be.  Could still
be.  That wouldn’t change anything
– RIRA votes have always been
overwhelmingly with MTG, and I
expect they will continue to be.
Few have the time it takes to get
these goals accomplished; they are
delighted that a hard-nosed, con-
scientious group has taken on the
task and stuck with it.  The WIRE
keeps everyone fully informed.

The proof of MTG’s legitimacy
is that a bill was actually written,
actually was gotten into both
houses of the State Legislature, ac-
tually was revised in the give and
take of the process.  MTG was
wholly responsible for all this
progress.  MTG managed a
miracle, with full and open discus-
sions, and total coverage in the pa-
per.  Unexpectedly, we were able
to take advantage of an unusual
political situation, and we managed
it like old pols.

We had vocal opposition from
two sides, giving pause to our poli-
ticians.  There were a few African-
Americans who felt they were not
represented in our open-to-all fo-
rum.  There were a smaller few of
Island leaders who thought we were
naive and did not understand the
risks.  We failed to change the
minds of either group, but every
single objection put forth by any-
one was investigated thoroughly by
MTG.  Every concern has been
well and fully answered by MTG.

To the Editor:
In response to Richard Wade’s

letter to The Main Street WIRE, the
following comments:

Representation:  MTG has al-
ways been a rather fluid group of
Roosevelt Island residents.  Our
mandate can be found in the 92%
vote for the ballot question spon-
sored by the RIRA Common Coun-
cil in last November’s election.
We “operate” from that vote – our
mandate has been to do something.
Six MTG members are also RIRA
Common Council members, I be-
ing one of them.  This should cor-

a RIOC President answerable only
to a RIOC board with a resident
majority, not to the Governor.  If
Dr. Wade knows how to bring this
about without a new governmental
structure enfranchising the resi-
dents, he has not shared it with the
Community.  He is quite right that
these questions must be addressed
“without rancor and bitterness” and
with “thoughtfulness, mutual re-
spect and common parlay.”  In
practical terms, we all know that
the real work will be done by a
small, committed group of volun-
teers, as usual.  Perhaps Dr. Wade
would care to volunteer some of his
significant training, experience and
wisdom to this effort.

Matthew M. Katz
Ville de Quebec, September 1, 1999 — This is

a city that treasures its history.
In 1943 and 1944, Winston Spencer Churchill

and Franklin Delano Roosevelt came here for talks
that would set the course of World War II and post-
war history.

England had gotten into it, in the first instance,
with a treaty guaranteeing the future of Poland.
When, on this date in 1939, Nazi Germany bombed
Poland without warning or the formality of a Dec-
laration of War, the British were at war.  A little
over two years later, as all Americans know, the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor made the United
States England’s partner in a cause that would, quite
literally, save the world from
Hitler’s madness.

When the Prime Minister
of Great Britain and the
President of the United States
came here, our century had
not yet reached its midpoint.
The war so dominated the
lives of their countries that
such inventions as television
would be shifted to a back
burner while every possible
resource was dedicated to the
cause of victory.  The world
was at a pivotal moment in
modern history, and it was fit-
ting that Roosevelt and
Churchill would come to a city
where, 200 years before, an-
other great conflict had shaped
the future of the western hemi-
sphere and the world.

So it is
that, here in
Quebec City,
there is a
tribute to
FDR.

Busts of
Churchill and Roosevelt, and words carved in stone,
tell the story to all who pause near Porte Saint-
Louis, one of the gates to Le Vieux Ville, the old
walled City of Quebec.

I am reminded that my home has no statue, no
bust, no material remembrance of Roosevelt.  It
is an Island named for him, of course, and it has

a longstanding dream of a
Roosevelt monument on
that Island’s southern tip,
within view of the United
Nations – another product
of Roosevelt and his times.
But no entity – not City, not
State, not Nation, not the lo-
cal operating authority – no
entity has done anything
material to acknowledge the
special nature of this place
and its connection to
Roosevelt.

Somehow, for these brief
moments in another land, I
am more connected to my
own country’s history than
when I am at home, and this
is a circumstance that leaves
me both warmed and sad-
dened. DLDLDLDLDL

When we did take the advice of
those who chose to attend meetings
while still nay-saying (“Insist on
more!  The politicians think you are
fools, amateurs!”) we lost the bill
we had gained.  It is now being re-
vised.  It is unlikely to please ev-
eryone.  Worse, it may not get any-
where.  The new bill will need the
same unlikely confluence of un-
usual fortune to get as far as last
time.

If the Island is lucky, no bad
events will take place.  Until we
have self-governance, there is no
reliable protection.  We live on

prime property rarely available for
developers in the heart of a big city,
let alone Manhattan, and, to boot,
in the middle of a real-estate boom.
The economic pressures are strong
to do the wrong things here.

There are a few good signs:
There seems to be an affordable
lawyer available to help stop ho-
tel towers at Southpoint.  The de-
veloper for the minischools has
approval for one story only.
Maybe (a longshot) the eldercare
towers by the bridge will have
problems blasting close to tun-
nels.  Even Southtown may face
a year or more of paperwork.
Nothing, however, will protect us
like control of all this directly,
with professional management we
choose ourselves.

If we are unlucky, development
will happen before we have self-
governance.  Then, I fancy, there
will be those who may wish they
had not been quite so fearful.  So
let us all work towards encourag-
ing our representatives to work to-
gether to get a bill through as fast
as possible.  MTG spent two years
meeting weekly to learn that we
have little to fear – the City’s deal
with the State gives us vast protec-
tion.  The State’s deal with its own
agency gives us more, even when
they don’t appoint everyone, which
has given them very little advan-
tage after all.

The Island is on bedrock in ev-
ery way, a grand investment for
anyone, especially those of us lucky
enough to live here.  No doubt we’ll
have a contentious, raucous time
running it ourselves.  I can’t wait.

Ethel Romm

home than the first Americans were,
or Jerry Blue, for that matter.  In any
case, many of us are ready for inde-
pendence.  We believe we citizens
are capable of installing five residents
to act on our behalf to find capable
management for the Island, with or
without Dr. Wade’s endorsement.

We are hearing from people who
criticize our efforts – voices more
than happy to remind us of their spe-
cial training and abilities.  Why is Dr.
Wade just now stepping forward?

His Johnny-come-lately criticisms
don’t hold water.

Sherie Helstien

To the Editor:
How naive does Dick Wade

think Roosevelt Islanders are?  His
letter accuses the Maple Tree
Group of naivete, secrecy, lack of
authority, stealth politics, peddling
panic, amateurism, unpreparedness
and inexperience – quite a list!

Any Islander who reads The WIRE
or has come to an MTG meeting
knows these accusations to be false,
or at least misleading, and Profes-
sor Wade tarnishes his distin-
guished reputation by thinking resi-
dents will swallow all he dishes out
(in several letters to The WIRE and
to members of MTG).

As RIRA Vice President for Gov-
ernment Relations and an MTG
founder, I am in a position to know
some facts that Dr. Wade does not,
for he has attended no MTG meet-
ings (not at all secret, but announced
in The WIRE), and I have seen him
at only one RIRA meeting in two
years – the June session of the Ex-
ecutive Committee in which he erro-
neously announced that Assembly-
member Pete Grannis wanted RIRA
to vote down the self-governance leg-
islation.  (Grannis disavowed the
statement.)  After receiving a written
invitation to attend MTG meetings,
Wade responded that he has “always
devoted my civic time to” RIRA.  It’s a
good thing Common Council mem-
bers and others can devote more time
to it than Dr. Wade does.

Self-governance was a project
too intensive and extensive for
RIRA, which holds only monthly
meetings.  MTG held weekly meet-
ings for two years.  RIRA did, how-
ever, support MTG’s efforts with

rect Dr. Wade’s statement about
MTG not being made up of elected
representatives of the community.

Votes:  In the winter of 1998,
RIRA voted to support MTG’s long-
term study of Roosevelt Island infra-
structure, administration and gover-
nance, begun in July, 1997.  Then
MTG initiated the Grannis Bill.
MTG, not RIRA, steered its move-
ment with the help of our elected
State representatives.  On February
11, a Common Council vote was
taken to “support the Grannis Bill and
apply RIRA’s efforts and influence
to effect its passage.”  The vote was
19-3 in favor.  Since this vote, Com-
mon Council has done very little but
give lip-service to the effort.  At sev-
eral RIRA meetings, following the
one above, through the Government
Relations Committee, attempts were
made to apprise the Common Coun-
cil of various issues or problems re-
lating to the legislation. These at-
tempts were consistently shut down
by RIRA President Patrick Stewart.
Dr. Wade can ask him why.  On June
15, another vote was taken at the
Common Council special meeting on
the proposed legislation.  It was made
clear that the bill was a work in
progress.  That vote was 17 yes, 3
no, 3 abstaining – another vote sup-
porting MTG efforts.

Secrecy:  Dr. Wade should be
ashamed.  Surely he could read in
The WIRE, just as well as anyone,
when and where our meetings were
held.  They have always been open;
Dr. Wade was never present at a
meeting.

Experience:  Finally, we are surely
no more inexperienced or unpre-
pared to make decisions about our See Letters, page 3
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Mon., Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m., Maple Tree Group meeting.  Information: 306-1388.  Meet-
ings most Mondays at 7:30.

Tue., Sept. 14, 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Primary Election, PS 217.
Wed., Sept. 15, Youth Soccer Registration, Good Shepherd Plaza, 6:00 p.m.  Fee, $60

per child.  (See story, page 11.)
Wed., Sept. 15, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Registration for dance, drama, and exercise classes.

Main Street Theatre.  (Also see Sept. 17.)
Wed., Sept. 15, RIOC’s Summer Sounds on the River concert series, River Brass (clas-

sical), 6:00-7:30 p.m., on the pier (near subway station).  Free.
Fri., Sept. 17, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Registration for Dance, Drama, and Exercise classes at

Main Street Theatre, including a performance by teachers starting at 7:00.  For informa-
tion, 371-4449.

Fri., Sept. 17, 8:00 p.m., Juanita Fleming, From the Father of Gospel to the Other Side
of Duke, a reflection on the sacred works of Thomas A. Dorsey and Duke Ellington, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.  $10, seniors $8.

Sat., Sept. 18, firm deadline for Youth Soccer Registration.
Tue., Sept. 21, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group,  Love in the Time of Cholera by

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Library.  Meets third Tuesday of each month; admission free but
pre-registration suggested.

Sat., Sept. 25, Exhibition,
Photographs by Margery
Rubin, Houses of Worship in
Great Britain and Ireland.
Opening Reception, 6:00-9:00
p.m.  Exhibition (by appoint-
ment, 682-2747) continues
through Oct. 29.

Sat., Sept. 25, next scheduled
issue of The Main Street WIRE.
Deadlines:  Advertising in the
paper, Fri., Sept. 17; decision on
stuffers for The Bag, Mon., Sept.
20; bag materials due Sept. 23.
Future issues:  Oct. 9, Oct. 23
(Halloween issue), Nov. 6, Nov.
20 (Thanksgiving issue), Dec. 4,
Dec. 18 (Christmas/New Year
issue); Jan. 8, 2000, Jan. 22,
2000, and generally every two
weeks thereafter.  Advertisers
wishing to be included in un-
scheduled extra editions, with-
out notice at the time, are invited
to call 826-9055 to make their
interest known.  Phone/fax for
news, (212) 826-9055/755-
2540; urgent/breaking news,
917-353-1647; phone/fax for
advertising inquiries,
(212) 751-8214 /755-2540 ;
phone/fax to list your Island
organization’s event here,
317-8523.

Thur., Sept. 30, 7:30-9:00
p.m., Roosevelt Island Greens
Teach-In, Chapel of the Good
Shepherd, lower community
room.  Q&A on goals, principles and history of the Green Party.

Fri., Oct. 1 (and Sat., Oct. 2), 8:00 p.m., Main Street Theatre Fundraiser, Anita Michael
performs her cabaret act, A Hairdresser Looks at Her Roots.  Suggested donation $15 or
more.  Information, 371-4449.

Tue., Oct. 5, lecture, Writing Fiction That Sells, part 2, 6:30 p.m., Library.
Tue., Oct. 19, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group,  Black and Blue by Anna Quindlen,

Library.  Meets third Tuesday of each month; admission free but pre-registration suggested.
Tue., Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group,  The Sun Also Rises by Ernest

Hemingway, Library.  Meets third Tuesday of each month; admission free but pre-registra-
tion suggested.

Tue., Dec. 21, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group,  The Stranger by Albert Camus,
Library.  Meets third Tuesday of each month; admission free but pre-registration suggested.

Compiled by Claire Friedland – phone/fax 317-8523

At the Senior Center
Monday
9:00-10:00, Stay Well (Exercise)
10:00-11:00, English as 2nd Language (beg)
11:00-12:00, English as 2nd (intermediate)
Tuesday
1:30, Bingo
Wednesday
9:00-10:00, Stay Well (Stretch)
9:30, Computer Class
10:00-11:00, English as 2nd Language (beg)
11:00-12:00, English as 2nd (intermediate)
12:30, Arts & Crafts (RIDA)
Thursday
10:00-11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, Movie
Friday
10:00-12:00, Citizenship Class
10:00-12:00, Creative Arts Workshop
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
Saturday
7:30, Bingo

Special Events
Details:  980-1888

Mon., Sept. 13, 11:00-12:30, Metrocard Bus
Wed., Sept. 15, Atlantic City (RISA trip)
Fri., Sept. 24, 12:30, Birthday Party
Mon., Sept. 27, 11:00-12:30, Metrocard Bus
Mon., Sept. 27, 12:30-2:30, Health Fair
Mon., Sept. 27, 9:30-2:30, Free Flu Shots (also

November 3, 11:30-2:30)

Patrick Stewart

EXPERIENCED TUTOR for primary, secondary school students; adults returning
to or finishing school.  (212) 223-0157

ACUPUNCTURE on ROOSEVELT ISLAND – NYS license, treating low back pain,
headaches, joint pain, anxiety, depression, menstrual/menopause symptoms,
chronic asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and more.  Barbara Pittman  388-7313

RUSSIAN TRANSLATOR WANTED for short-term assignment.  (212) 888-0585

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

CAT SITTER on RI – My home or yours.  (212) 223-0157

VOLUNTEER BOOKKEEPER – Roosevelt Island Residents Association seeks
community-minded individual to donate less than 5 hours a month keeping our books
and presenting Treasurer’s report to the Common Council at our monthly meetings.
Qualified and interested applicants please call 212-753-2952

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificate
available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020

SECRETARY SEEKS WORK – full time/part time.  Call 718-932-9637.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST on Roosevelt Island at 501 Main Street – Providing counseling
for all ages: children through senior adults.  First consultation discounted.  Most
health plans accepted.  Call Mary Coonan, CSW, (212) 715-0593.

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

WANTED – LOW-TECH UPRIGHT EXERCISE BIKE, 980-1349

Classified
only 50 cents a word 751-8214  only 50 cents a word

DUKE ELLINGTON & THOMAS A. DORSEY
Chapel of the Good ShepherdChapel of the Good ShepherdChapel of the Good ShepherdChapel of the Good ShepherdChapel of the Good Shepherd

Friday, Sept. 17 at 8:00 p.m.
Ticket Price $10 � Seniors 65 & over $8

Pay at the door or purPay at the door or purPay at the door or purPay at the door or purPay at the door or purchase tickets at Senior Center (546 Main Strchase tickets at Senior Center (546 Main Strchase tickets at Senior Center (546 Main Strchase tickets at Senior Center (546 Main Strchase tickets at Senior Center (546 Main Street)eet)eet)eet)eet)

or Prima Things (599 Main Stror Prima Things (599 Main Stror Prima Things (599 Main Stror Prima Things (599 Main Stror Prima Things (599 Main Street)eet)eet)eet)eet)

JUANITA

FLEMING
from Gospel to Jazz to Bluesfrom Gospel to Jazz to Bluesfrom Gospel to Jazz to Bluesfrom Gospel to Jazz to Bluesfrom Gospel to Jazz to Blues
Juanita sings the good newsJuanita sings the good newsJuanita sings the good newsJuanita sings the good newsJuanita sings the good news

several overwhelming votes, and half of MTG’s
core members are on the RIRA Council.  That,
along with November’s 92% vote, gave MTG
the “authority” Dr. Wade claims it lacks.

In one letter, he naively suggests that the
Legislature should pause, after bargaining the
terms of a bill, to ask 8500 residents for per-
mission to proceed.  That’s not the way the
system works, and he knows it.

He labels MTG efforts “stealth politics,”
then describes a need for lobbyists who prac-
tice that very art.  MTG knows a lobbyist
could be helpful.  Is he volunteering to raise
the necessary hefty fees?

To label MTG members “amateurs” is to
suggest that politics should be left only to the
politicians or some special elite class.  One
would think, to the contrary, that Wade would
applaud those who have put in the time he
seems not to have for this effort.  In any case,

MTG convenor David Bauer has had a distin-
guished career as a City Manager and consult-
ant, and has dealt with legislators.  Other MTG
members have varied and relevant experience.

Wade mistakenly labels two years of de-
liberation, research, and consultation with
pertinent officials “unprepared.”  “Inexperi-
enced,” perhaps, but many who have expe-
rience, like Dr. Wade, have not stepped for-
ward.  And a few, like Dr. Wade, criticize a
group that attempted the impossible and
reached the edge of accomplishment.  Fail-
ing to participate, they call those who do “na-
ive.”  Failing to try, they call those who do
“arrogant.”  Such accusations belie Wade’s
call for “mutual respect.”

I say to all who want democracy for
Roosevelt Island but who are not comfort-
able with the current legislation, “Please,
either help or get out of the way!”

Linda Heimer

Letters  from page  2

Although we knew the community would respond with warm generosity to the Fire Victims
Relief Collection of household goods, none of us expected the spectacular turnout we had that
Monday night.  By 10:00 p.m., the large Community Room downstairs at Good Shepherd Chapel
was filled to shoulder height with clothes, linens, food, small appliances, kitchenware and toys.

Fay Vass and her team put in many hours of sorting, packing and distribution, for
which we should all be thankful, and Dottie Wildes and her family were literally speech-
less when they saw the results.

I cannot imagine such a turnout in any other community this size in the City, and it reminded
me, and each of the Common Council members who attended, that it is worth any amount of

effort to retain this remarkable community as
it is, and to enhance it so that the spirit that
makes us a community continues to thrive.

Although the collections are formally over,
those of you who still wish to make a contri-
bution may contact Dottie Wildes directly
at 536 Main Street, Apartment 105.

With the passing of Labor Day, one can feel
the Island subtly changing gears.  Kids are back
to school except for the toddlers, who still have
a week to go. Everyone seems busier (particu-

larly the mothers of those toddlers).  The Common Council has met after taking August off, and
although I write this before the meeting, I know there’s been a lot of committee progress made.

Southtown seems nearer than ever, with construction slated to begin by the end of the year.
Pete Grannis has, once again, obtained a grant for the Island, this time in the amount

of $3,000 for the Roosevelt Island Disabled Association’s recreation and arts programs.
This is over and above last month’s grant of $9,500 for the Roosevelt Island Youth
Program.  We’ve a lot to be grateful for in Pete Grannis.

We’ve had a meeting with both the Regional and District
Managers of Gristede’s, and we have a commitment that im-
provements will be made in store cleanliness and housekeep-
ing, stock freshness and selection.  You should see damaged
goods and out-of-stock conditions eliminated, the “warehous-
ing” area removed from the front of the store, and installation
of price strips for all shelves and all products.  Finally, light-
ing will be either fixed or upgraded.  We will be following
these matters up, and ask that you join us in making your feel-
ings known to the store management.

Everything points to the Octagon fire being arson.  As of
Tuesday night, when this is being written, the building is still
too hot for the Fire Commissioner and the City Building In-
spector to enter, so we won’t have final details for a while yet.
RIOC is planning to put up protective scaffolding, but cer-
tainly all parents should take the extra precaution of warning
their children to stay far away from the site.

We’ve had more than enough tragedy for awhile.
I want to close by wishing all our Jewish neighbors a healthy and sweet New Year (it’s

5760).  That’s one way to beat the Y2K problems!
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FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

BRACES

AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children

and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street

212 757-2285

501 Main Street

212 752-8722

Katherine Teets Grimm,

M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,

by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

The Beat Goes On...
...even as the seasons change...  Trellis
still has great music scheduled every
Friday and Saturday night, outdoors,

through September.  And new
windows mean you can enjoy it from
inside, too.  Come enjoy good sound,
good food, good friends – at Trellis.

IT�S TIME TO

FULFILL YFULFILL YFULFILL YFULFILL YFULFILL YOUROUROUROUROUR

FINANCIAL POTENTIALFINANCIAL POTENTIALFINANCIAL POTENTIALFINANCIAL POTENTIALFINANCIAL POTENTIAL

COME IN FOR A LOW-COST

FINANCIAL CONSULTATION

Financial Advice, Apartment Insurance,

Mutual Funds, Stocks & Bonds,

Auto Insurance, Life Insurance & More

ACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTABLEABLEABLEABLEABLE

FINANCIALFINANCIALFINANCIALFINANCIALFINANCIAL

MANAGEMENT CORPMANAGEMENT CORPMANAGEMENT CORPMANAGEMENT CORPMANAGEMENT CORP.....
SEYMOUR O. WILLIAMS, MSA, CFP

599 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

644-8231644-8231644-8231644-8231644-8231
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THE CHURCH
of the GOOD SHEPHERD

Protestant, ecumenical (which means �embracing the World Wide Christian Church�),
Episcopal � with links to America�s oldest Protestant church.

WE ARE SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST ONE PEOPLE AND ONE DENOMINAWE ARE SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST ONE PEOPLE AND ONE DENOMINAWE ARE SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST ONE PEOPLE AND ONE DENOMINAWE ARE SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST ONE PEOPLE AND ONE DENOMINAWE ARE SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST ONE PEOPLE AND ONE DENOMINATIONTIONTIONTIONTION
FFFFFolks frolks frolks frolks frolks from everom everom everom everom every Island building: y Island building: y Island building: y Island building: y Island building: Africans, EurAfricans, EurAfricans, EurAfricans, EurAfricans, Europeans, Asians,opeans, Asians,opeans, Asians,opeans, Asians,opeans, Asians,

Latin Americans �Latin Americans �Latin Americans �Latin Americans �Latin Americans � even folks fr even folks fr even folks fr even folks fr even folks from om om om om BrBrBrBrBrooklynooklynooklynooklynooklyn, Queens and W, Queens and W, Queens and W, Queens and W, Queens and Westchesterestchesterestchesterestchesterestchester.....
20 differ20 differ20 differ20 differ20 different Churent Churent Churent Churent Churches arches arches arches arches are re re re re repreprepreprepresented, along with people who have no Churesented, along with people who have no Churesented, along with people who have no Churesented, along with people who have no Churesented, along with people who have no Church.ch.ch.ch.ch.

We are all united by God�s Good News, made human in Jesus Christ,
who, loving us, gives himself to us.

Join us, for strength in these stressful times.

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY
WWWWWe�re�re�re�re�re here here here here here for all � you, your  neighbors, evere for all � you, your  neighbors, evere for all � you, your  neighbors, evere for all � you, your  neighbors, evere for all � you, your  neighbors, everyone.yone.yone.yone.yone.

OUR FULL FOUR FULL FOUR FULL FOUR FULL FOUR FULL FALL SCHEDULE, INCLUDING THE ISLALL SCHEDULE, INCLUDING THE ISLALL SCHEDULE, INCLUDING THE ISLALL SCHEDULE, INCLUDING THE ISLALL SCHEDULE, INCLUDING THE ISLANDANDANDANDAND�S ONL�S ONL�S ONL�S ONL�S ONLYYYYY
SUNDSUNDSUNDSUNDSUNDAAAAAY SCHOOL, BEGINS SUNDY SCHOOL, BEGINS SUNDY SCHOOL, BEGINS SUNDY SCHOOL, BEGINS SUNDY SCHOOL, BEGINS SUNDAAAAAY SEPTEMBER 19THY SEPTEMBER 19THY SEPTEMBER 19THY SEPTEMBER 19THY SEPTEMBER 19TH.....

Sunday 10:00 AMSunday 10:00 AMSunday 10:00 AMSunday 10:00 AMSunday 10:00 AM � Service of Worship (guaranteed to last only one hour).  Familiar

hymns, prayers, our volunteer choir, the Bible read and taught, giving us meaning, purpose and

power in Christ, the saving gospel.  The Good News.  (Main Chapel)

TTTTTuesdays 8:00 PM �uesdays 8:00 PM �uesdays 8:00 PM �uesdays 8:00 PM �uesdays 8:00 PM � Bible Fellowship.  Shared learning.  Open to all, no obligation.

(Lower level, Oval Room)

READREADREADREADREADY FOR MORE?Y FOR MORE?Y FOR MORE?Y FOR MORE?Y FOR MORE?

8:30 AM � Sunday School �8:30 AM � Sunday School �8:30 AM � Sunday School �8:30 AM � Sunday School �8:30 AM � Sunday School � Bring your children.  Donuts and milk, youth choir, the

newest and best teaching materials, devoted teachers.  (Lower Community Room)

11 AM � Pr11 AM � Pr11 AM � Pr11 AM � Pr11 AM � Pre-e-e-e-e-TTTTTeen and Teen and Teen and Teen and Teen and Teen Veen Veen Veen Veen Venturenturenturenturentures �es �es �es �es � Our young people (10 to 13 and up) Share

their questions and concerns, find meaning and goals for life in Christ�s sure call and care.  Pizza
and Soda follow.  And a frAnd a frAnd a frAnd a frAnd a free trip to the Ringling Bree trip to the Ringling Bree trip to the Ringling Bree trip to the Ringling Bree trip to the Ringling Bros. Ciros. Ciros. Ciros. Ciros. Circus in the Spring for all rcus in the Spring for all rcus in the Spring for all rcus in the Spring for all rcus in the Spring for all regulars.egulars.egulars.egulars.egulars.

(Lower Community Room)

4th Sunday Outr4th Sunday Outr4th Sunday Outr4th Sunday Outr4th Sunday Outreach each each each each � 1:15 PM every 4th Sunday.  Helping our disabled hospital

neighbors get to their worship, and ongoing grocery collecting for needy neighbors.  Help for the
suffering people of Turkey and elsewhere.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
THE REVEREND OLIVER T. CHAPIN, VICAR, (212) 486-0529



718-392-7444

License #730671
Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service
Est. 1961 CHRIS TV

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimates in shop.
Free Pickup & Delivery with repair

In-home Service
All work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106
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Pickup & Delivery
718 937-8796

Laundromat
Open 7 Days

12-08 36 Ave.
LIC NY 11106

Full & Self Service
Giant 50 lb. Washer

BOB�S BUBBLES
Let Us Do Your Laundry

Thank you for the Thank you for the Thank you for the Thank you for the Thank you for the positivepositivepositivepositivepositive
response to the last editionresponse to the last editionresponse to the last editionresponse to the last editionresponse to the last edition

of of of of of The WIREThe WIREThe WIREThe WIREThe WIRE, regarding, regarding, regarding, regarding, regarding
the quality of items donated.the quality of items donated.the quality of items donated.the quality of items donated.the quality of items donated.

The Thrift ShopThe Thrift ShopThe Thrift ShopThe Thrift ShopThe Thrift Shop
486-8958486-8958486-8958486-8958486-8958
520 Main Street520 Main Street520 Main Street520 Main Street520 Main Street

Monday-Friday 12-7:30Monday-Friday 12-7:30Monday-Friday 12-7:30Monday-Friday 12-7:30Monday-Friday 12-7:30
Saturday 10-7:30Saturday 10-7:30Saturday 10-7:30Saturday 10-7:30Saturday 10-7:30

You Haven�t Got Time for the Pain!

Let LEXINGTON

CHIROPRACTIC ASSOCIATES

Make You A Painless Offer!
Dr. Darren K. Pollack Dr. John Calabria

With the combined healing benefits of
flotation, heat & massage, the
MASSAGE TIME PRO is used to help
treat:
Neck & Shoulder Pain • Muscle
Spasms & Sprains • Headaches &
Stress • Numbness • Back Pain •
Chronic Pain • Sports Injuries • Auto
Accidents • Workers Compensation

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health

Care, Aetna, Blue Cross, Blue Shield,
Guardian, Medicare, and many more!

Lexington
Chiropractic
Associates

212-755-1515

133 E. 58th St., Suite 506
Between Lexington & Park Ave.

FREE
� Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam

� Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art

MASSAGE TIME PRO

� Bottle of Multiple Vitamins

� CONTOUR Pillow

The Massage Time Pro



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building

Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule

your first appointment
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TWIN CAR SERVICE

936-6666
We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

AIRPORTS WELCOME

HOME SPECIAL

Save $7 from JFK

Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account and

start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:

LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges

NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:

Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction

Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day

We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.
Call today for more information.

Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
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JAMAICA HILLS
FOOTCARE CENTER
Dr. Ronald J. Beauvais

Podiatrist / Foot Specialist

MEDICARE ACCEPTED
Medical & Surgical Treatment

of ALL foot disorders

Specializing in treatment of
Senior Citizens� Foot Disorders

and Diabetic Foot Care

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

800-723-8985

toll-free 1-888-801-3221

JAY’S SEA WORLD

FISHMARKET
530 Main Street • Roosevelt Island

(212) 935-1702

Japanese Sushi
• Veggie Roll Combo $5.99
• California Roll $3.99
• Tuna Roll $5.99
• Tuna Combo $5.99
• House Moriawase $5.99
• Super (Sushi Combo) $8.99
• Veggie Tempura $1.99

Fresh Sushi Delivered Every Day!

• Live Lobster
• Snow Crab Legs
• Sea Food Mix

Ready to Eat (Microwave)
• Cajun Marinated Catfish
• Lemon Pepper Marinated Catfish
• Salmon Teriyaki

Mon-Sat, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our Philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service with compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Dr. Itskowitch
General Dentist

31 years experience

Dr. Sweder
Braces Specialist

25 years experience

Dr. Gruber
Gum Specialist

26 years experience

Bessie
Office Manager

9 years experience

Subhra
Dental Assistant

13 years experience

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward
payment:  Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,
Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

Don�t forget to sign up at work for
out-of-network dentists

Daytime Hours
Mon., Fri. 9-6

Tue., Wed. 12-5
Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours
Tue. 6-9
Wed. 6-9

� Relaxing gas available
� All Dental costs & treatment fully

discussed in advance
� 24-Hour Emergency Treatment available
� Visa, Mastercard, American Express,

Discover accepted

501 Main Street � (212) 752-8722


