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Ryan Holds Open Forum, Asks Residents for “A Chance”

Says Resident Board Members To Be Confirmed Soon,
Offers Reassurance on Public Safety and Development

Margery Rubin

“Give me achance.”

Those were the words and the essence of Robert
Ryan’s pleato about 120 residents attending a meet-
ing of the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation (RIOC) last week. Ryan
marked his fourth month as RIOC President with an
open forum, conducting a Q& A session in which he
responded to resident questions one by one.

During the course of the meeting, Ryan revealed
that residents Susan Whitaker and Patrick Stewart
(President of the Residents Association) will soon be
submitted to the State Senate for confirmation asvot-
ing members of the RIOC Board. “Maybeit’salittle
premature,” Ryan said, nonetheless expressing his
pleasure at the development. Whitaker and Stewart
have had non-voting status for a year, and there had
been a growing doubt that Governor George Pataki
would submit their names for confirmation.

Ryan also announced departures of three staff mem-
bers—Counsel Frank Rubino, Chief Financial Officer
Anthony Bonair, and Public Information Officer David
Bailey, all holdovers from the RIOC administration
of Jerome Blue, Ryan’s predecessor.

Ryan's“givemeachance’ themearose, in part, from
distribution of a flyer by the Residents Association
urging residents to attend the evening meeting. “I'll
quote [from the flyer],” Ryan said, holding it aloft.
“*Don’'t missour last chanceto confront RIOC Presi-
dent Robert Ryan and the RIOC Board with our con-
cerns before the trucks begin to roll.” Well, | hateto
tell you, there’ s no trucksrolling for at least another
six months, OK? And if people came down here to-
night thinking that this was the last time they were
going to have input into this process before devel op-
ment took place, they’re absolutelly wrong. | don’t
operate that way.”

Ryan: “Message Sent” to Drug Trade

“There’s stuff going on, and
we'll leaveit at that,” Ryan saidin
response to a question from RIRA
Common Council member Joyce
Mincheff. Then, headded, “ There
have been some great resultsinthe
stuff that is going on. A message
isbeing sent to anybody who'sin-
volved in that trade, they'd better
get off Roosevelt Idand, and they’d
better get off it quick. OK? Itis
being addressed.” Ryan did not
elaborate beyond those comments,
though some residents have been
told that off-Island law enforce-
ment has been brought to bear on
the Island’ s drug problem.

Earlier, Public Safety Director
Jim Fry reported to the RIOC
Board of Directorsthat hisforceis
now at maximum strength, with
new officers currently going
through atraining program. Inre-
sponse to the Mincheff question,
Fry also revealed that new staffers
arebeing deployed in Motorgate to
stem auto burglariesthere.

But Fry also chastised residents
who leavevaluablesvisiblein cars
parked at Motorgate, sometimes
with a window rolled down.
“When you do that,” he said, “you
areattracting that kind of incident.”

Without giving details, Fry also
told residentsthat “someonein the

community came forth with some
information” on the possible arson
at the Octagon, saying the matter
is still under investigation by the
Fire Marshal.

Ryan al so addressed acomplaint
about Public Safety’ s effectiveness
in dealing with theimpact of youth
ontheldand squality of lifeissues.
“Maybe it’s something that has to
comefrom thecommunity,” he sug-
gested, adding, Public Safety en-
forces laws, but they’re restrained
by the laws. But maybe if people
say, ‘ Stop playing that boom box;’

maybe if people say, ‘ Stop swear-
ing.” | walk downthestreet. | saw
some kid throwing... napkins and
stuff on the street, and | turned
around and | said, ‘Pick it up.
You're not littering here.” 1 got a
wise remark back [but] the kid
picked it up... It comes down to
every personinthisroom... If you
see stuff is going on, and you feel
as a citizen you can’t address it,
then call Public Safety.” Ryan
lauded Public Safety for its work
during and after a recent fire in
Eastwood.

Gaspard Faults Ryan on “Vigilantism”

by Joyce Mincheff

“It’ sridiculous to encourage vigilantism.”

Byron Gaspard, Chair of the Residents Association Public Safety Com-
mittee, responded to RIOC President Robert Ryan’ s suggestion that resi-
dents assert themselves with the Island’ syouth. “It’ s even more ridicu-
lousto picture an elderly resident navigating a sea of teen-agersto enter
her own building, and having to be responsible to get them away from

her door,”

Gaspard said. “We have handicapped people and seniors who

fed intimidated when they find aknot of kids blocking their way in ahall.
“Public Safety collects half amillion dollars of our rent money to po-
licethe community and they’ re not doing their job. That’smalpractice.”
Gaspard says that in a year-long effort, his committee has collected
about 4,100 sigatures on a petition demonstrating resident displeasure
with Public Safety. “We' re asking the State of New Y ork and the City to
make changes here,” he says. “There are a significant number of resi-
dents dissatisifed with the Island’ s growing rate of crime and we intend

to do something about it.”

Still Open for Input On

Development,

Ryan responded to several ques-
tionsabout Southtown, Southpoint,
and the still-open proposal to con-
vert the Island’s west shore
minischoolsinto luxury condomini-
ums. One questioner, Nurit
Marcus, called the announced plan
for Southtown “ horrendous, [a] di-
saster.”

“Give me a chance. Maybe I'll
surpriseyou,” Ryan said.

Common Council member Linda
Heimer expressed dismay that the
RIOC Board had lost valugblelever-
age by approving the Hudson/Re-
lated plansfor Southtownwhilesig-
nificant details remained unsettled.
She urged that the Board's Capital
Planning and Devel opment Commit-
teebeallowed toreview and approve
plan details before the Board ap-
proves developersin the future.

Rivercross resident Ed Hussey
also asked about specifics of the
Hudson/Related plan for
Southtown, asking why construc-
tion couldn’t begin near the Tram
station. Ryan explained that exist-
ing infrastructure (electric, gas,
water, sewer, and the AVAC gar-
bage removal system) ends just
north of the Southtown area, mak-
ing it the lower-cost point to start

Ryan Says
building. “Wewould bespendinga
hugeamount of money if westarted...
at the Tram,” Ryan said, “and we'd
be throwing tax dollars away.”

Hussey asked Ryan how build-
ing materialswould be brought on-
Island during Southtown construc-
tion. Ryan had no specific answer,
but told him, “We' reworking with
the developers... | am not going to
allow the quality of life on thisls-
land to be disturbed... | am work-
ing with the developers, working
with our consultant, to engineer an
operation that will have the least
impact on quality of life.”

Hussey also sought reassurance
on trees and was told by Vincent
Arcuri of Morse-Diesel (theRIOC
representative on the project) that
the current plan calls for all or
nearly all existing treesto be saved.

Judith Berdy, President of the
Historical Society and amember of
the Residents Association Planning
Committee, also sought to reassure
residents about opportunitiesfor in-
put before Southtown construction
begins. “We're not going to let
anything slipby,” shesaid. “Come
to the RIRA [Common Council]
meeting, and we'll tell you when

See Ryan, page 6

Triplets Enjoy Their Own Parade As Parents Face Trlple Duty

by Anusha Shrivastava

Alex, their father, has done his bit by

It is impossible to miss them on the
street —their grand carriage moves grace-
fully as they sit upright and bask in the
glory of being theonly tripletsonthels-
land. Adrian, Francis and Isabella
Biagioli are all of fourteen months old.
Isabella has little ringlets and is a tad
plumper than her brothers. Francis has
begun taking hisfirst few tentative steps
when made to stand and Adrian’ s major
concernisto save histoysand booksfrom
hissister. All threeareascuteascan be.
Kim, their mother, is a gregarious lady
who haskept her chin up through atough
and very high-risk pregnancy. “I had al-
ways wanted three children so we were
thrilled when we got to know that | was
carrying triplets,” says Kim. An archi-
tect by profession, shewound up her busi-
nessin preparation for thetrio of arrivals.

painting and furnishing the nursery and
completing hisMBA at night whilework-
ing full timeat Coopers& Lybrand. “My
first reaction was, ‘Oh my God! Three
of everything — how are we going to be
abletodothis? Ohwell, at least we got
it over in one shot. Thisis great,” re-
counts Alex.

“We used to live in a studio on 40th
Street,” Kim says. “Weknew we had to
shift to a bigger place and we chose an
apartment on Roosevelt Island because
we had heard about it. | am redly glad
wedidn’'t moveto ahousein the suburbs
like some peopl e suggested we should be-
cause this place is so convenient. Ev-
erything we need is right next to each
other. Despite being confined during my
pregnancy, | did not feel cut off. Forin-

See Triplets, page 6
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Main Street Halloween Parade 11 a.m. Next Saturday
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Pages of Thought and Opinion

On September 13 ayoung man named Lamont pro-
duced the best argument | know against Rob Ryan’s
pitch for resident involvement in modifying the be-
havior of I1sland youth. Asit happened, Lamont had
some pretty effective help and support from Public
Sofety.

Here'show it went.

Returning from Manhattan on a Q train, a female
companion and | joined othersin ajammed elevator.
Lamont was one of the passengers and he brought into
that closed space some dispute he' d been having with
another passenger, whom he ordered to stay off the
elevator. She (a woman about half his size) got on
anyway, so he spent most of thetrip
loudly berating her, challenging her
to a fight with liberal shouted use
of the F word. The young woman
responded, somewhat meekly, de-
fending her right to use the eleva-
tor.

Lamont continued histirade and
hisloud swearing.

Another passenger offered a suggestion: “Both of
you, why don’t you hold it down?’

Lamont then turned his attention to that person,
loudly informing him that he had no businessinvolv-
ing himself, and — still using the F word at ear-split-
ting levels—telling the man to stay out of it.

| was uncomfortably aware of adiminutive woman
in her late 80's standing next to me. “Just keep it
down. You'rein a closed space here,” | said. Of
course, Lamont then turned his overbearing attentions
and obscene language on me, just as the elevator
reached street level.

Out inthe air, as the crowd sorted itself out, walk-
ing, my companion ended up between Lamont and
me. He continued his shouting and his obscenity-laced
proposals that we fight it out, “right now, anytime,
anywhere,” and | felt it necessary to change positions
with my companion to put her out of hisline of fire.
Lamont took this as a challenge, put down his books,
raised hisfists, and again suggested afight. Tryingto
ignore him, we continued walking. He continued his
loud swearing.

island
observer

A Public Safety Officer (PSO) was nearby, and she
attempted to take control of the situation. Lamont
complained to her, “He was gettin’ in my face.” It
seemed prudent to take up the matter with someonein
authority, so my companion and | stopped. Within
moments, another Officer had joined the discussion,
speaking from his seat in apatrol vehicle.

In Lamont’s presence, that second PSO patroniz-
ingly explained to me that, “1t’'ll do no good. Let me
tell you what will happen. You'll make acomplaint.
He'll make a complaint. You'll go to the Precinct.
Nothing will happen.”

The PSO thus issued Lamont a license to misbe-
have.

It wasabusy day for me, so | said
somethingthat indicated | didn’t care
to follow through. Lamont walked
away, tossing his head in a cocky
manner that suggested he had quite
thoroughly fixed my wagon. That did
it: | told the PSO that | would make
acomplaint, after all. My companion and | proceeded
to Public Safety, where | filed aformal complaint.

The desk duty officer told me that Lamont and his
mother would be called in, and | would be called in,
and there would be a conference. Thirty-nine days
later, that still hasn’t happened.

But Lamont’s mother did show up at Public Safety.
My companion, who stayed after | 1eft, suggested to her
that Lamont would do more damage to himsalf with his
antisocid behavior thanto anyoneelse. Themother took
her phone number, saying, “I'd like to talk with you.
Maybe you can helpme.” Shenever called.

And Lamont, apparently, is in the clear. Public
Safety laid it out for him: He can continue to swear
loudly in closed spaces and threaten those who ob-
ject, and anybody complainswill get no backing from
Jim Fry’ s Public Safety outfit.

| disagreewith Rob Ryan’ sgeneralization that “ Pub-
lic Safety isdoing afinejob.” On somethings, maybe,
but certainly not in backing residentswho try to mod-
erate the behavior of the Lamonts among us—exactly

the remedy Ryan proposed aweek ago Thursday.
DL

Your Dollars Needed Now:
Back a Resident Voice on Development

RIOC President Rob Ryan has promised a continued opportunity for resident input on Is-
land development, and it’s a welcome change from his precedessor. But when the RIOC Board
starts taking action on development proposals — as it already has — the Residents Association
must not be caught flat-footed, without a legal war chest, if the decisions are too oriented to
cash flow and not enough to preserving Roosevelt Island’s special qualities.

In short, your contribution is needed to provide the clout RIRA needs if and when RIOC or
developers must be faced down in negotiations or in court. It’s your Island, your future, and
your stake that must be protected. So, here’s a pledge form we hope you'll use.

Incidentally, members of the Community will be out next Saturday during the Halloween
parade to take contributions and pledges (and in lobbies November 6), but here’s a way to get

ahead of the process.

RIRA Legal Fund Pledge Form

| pledge a total of $

to SOS (Save Open Spaces), the Roosevelt Island Defense Fund

for Responsible Development. | will contribute as checked below.

Please give what you can now: $

Siplewalk Artists?
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Photoeditorial by Harry Small

Guess the Sidewalk Artist(s):
a. Jackson Pollack b. Jackson Pigeon c. Pigeon Pollack d. Walter Pigeon
(Answer at bottom of page.)

OO My check, payable to SOS/RIDF, is attached.
Please pledge what you can for the future: $
O By check. Bill me at the address below.
(O monthly in 12 payments over the next year, starting (date)
O quarterly in 4 payments over the next year, starting (date)
Bill me at the address below.

Name(s)

Address Telephone

Please check below any item that applies:
I am willing to help solicit funds. Contact me to help.
O | prefer not to solicit funds, but I'd like to help in other ways. Contact me.
O Call me for another contribution if it's needed.

Suggested pledge/contribution total is the equivalent of one month’s rent. Whatever
you can afford, please give what you can now, and pledge what you can for the ongoing
campaign. (Contributions are not tax-deductible.)

This form can be sent by mail to:
Roosevelt Island Defense Fund
PO Box 175
Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Or drop off form & contributions at
Montauk Credit Union
on Main Street

[ etters

We would like to extend genuine appreciation for the community’s
support, generosity and understanding. The last few weeks have been
overwhelming and challenging. The sincere response from neighborsis
like aray of sunshine. We thank all the neighbors, organizations, and
Island employees for devoting their time and energy to organizing the
effort to collect for our family and the other victims of the fire. Every-
thing that we received isa symbol of human concern and kindness. We
arethankful for all the donations. Y our thoughtfulnesswill be cherished
and remembered always.

Dorothy Wilde and family

To Robert Ryan
President, RIOC
Dear Mr. Ryan,

Last Thursday’s meeting was the first one in along time that | have
been home early enough to attend. | have never met you and was hoping
that | would leave the meeting feeling positive about you and Roosevelt
Island’s future. | haveto say, | |eft feeling very disappointed and dis-
gusted with you —just another politician at work.

I’ve lived on this wonderful Island now for three years. My husband
and | moved from Manhattan to escape the congestion, noise and chaos.
Roosevelt Island has been our oasis. 1t'snow going to be changedinto a
mini-Manhattan, dueto what | believeisgreed. After al, thebig people
with the money alwayswin.

What I'm really concerned about was your attitude in the meeting.
Although you stated you' re here to listen to the people, it seemsto me,
and I’m sureto others, that your main concern was being out of there on
time to see the Y ankees game. How typical of apolitician... “| want to
hear what you have to say; however, | need to leave soon, | have some-
thing better to do.” | am watching the series, too, Mr. Ryan, but | de-
cidedto tapethegameand watch it later that evening. After all, Roosevelt
Island is important to me. | honestly feel that everything said to you
went in one ear and out the other. How could you honestly care and
concentrate when your eyes were watching the clock? Tick tock, tick
tock, get me out of here.

| was really disgusted by how you rushed the 16-year-old, who obvi-
ously had agripethat needed to be heard. | ask you, whenisthelast time
you came across a teenager that had as much passion as she and gave a
damn? Granted, she wasn't well informed if she is just now hearing
about these changes, but what mattersis that she is now informed and
hasagripeabout it and wantsto be heard. Don’t rush her out, Mr. Ryan,
listen to her, and for heavens sake, get aVVCR and tape what you don’t
want to miss, liketherest of usdo! Obviously, Roosevelt Island and its
people aren’t asimportant asthe Y ankees. A typical politician at work.
How disappointing.

Denise Larocque

Artists Contemplate Their Canvas
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Website NYC10044 http://192.104.18.139
Here, the artists contemplate a new canvas. Their work (sample at top
of page) is on continuing display on sidewalks outside the Post Office.

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials, and will consider
publication on a Name Withheld basis, but the writer’s name, address, and telephone number must be
provided. Preferred methods of submission: PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk (any wordprocessing
software) left at 531 Main Street for The WIRE; to 72260.20 @ compuserve.com by ASCII text e-mail; or
typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street, or faxed to (212) 755-2540. Clearly handwritten
letters will be considered. We cannot take dictation of letters by telephone. All letters subject to
editing for length and clarity.



Wade Honored As
College Sports Star

Dr. Richard Wade became a Hall of Fame athlete September 25.

Wade, distinguished professor emeritus of the Graduate Center of the
City of New Y ork and formerly professor of history at the University of
Rochester, University of Chicago and Oxford University, wasinducted
into the University of Rochester Athletic Hall of Fame.

A member of the Class of 1943, Wade lettered in football, basketball
and tennis. A member of the USLTA’s Junior Davis Cup Team, hewas
nationally ranked before coming to the University. Whileahistory pro-
fessor, he was also assistant
coach of football during its
“Golden Age” when the Yel-
low Jackets had seasons of 7-
1,7-1, 8-0, and wasfor over a
decade a counselor to the
University’ sscholar-athletes.

In remarks at hisinduction,
he praised the University “for
achieving what few, so few,
other institutions have — the
proper balance between aca-
demics and sports. This Uni-
versity very early taught us
that being a good athlete — no
matter how good —isatransi-
tory part of lifeand surely not
its most important.” He re-
marked on the extraordinary
number of students who
“added Ph.D., M.D., engineer
and law totheir sportsletters.”

The full citation reads:
“Member of USLTA Junior
Davis Tennis Cup Team, Illinois State Champion and Central Alumni
Scholar who unexpectedly traveled ‘ East’ for the Y ellow and Blue; Un-
defeated in Tennis; Nationals as aFreshman, shared tennis strategy with
Albert Einstein; Three Varsity letters in Tennis, Basketball and Foot-
ball; Honors Program Graduate, BA History 1943; MA History 1945;
Ph.D. History, Harvard University 1947; UR Professor of History and
Backfield Coach (22-2) under EImer Burnham, ’ 47-' 60; Professor, Wash-
ington University of St. Louis'60-'61; University of Chicago '61-' 71,
Distinguished Professor, Graduate Center of the City University of New
York '71-'94; Harmsworth Professor, Oxford University, England
'74-'75; Published Author and Editor; Chicago Housing Commissioner
'67-' 71; Chairman for New Y ork Governor’s Commission of Historical
Preservation ' 74-' 78 and Commission on Libraries '89-'93; Resides
Roosevelt Island, NYC.”

Wade and his wife, Liane, are Rivercross residents. He was among
the first occupants of the building.
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| thought the Open Forum of the RIOC Board of
Directors meeting went very well, all things consid-
ered. Granted, Rob Ryanwill cometo know us better
as time goes on, and we will come to know him bet-
ter, aswell. Certainly an Open Forum speeds up the
process, and | sincerely hope the Board will seefit to
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tion, therelevant laws, the relevant procedures. Asa
result, we are far more knowledgeable, and far more
committed, than most other communities. Itisavery
good thing that Ryan understand that fact thoroughly,
and this Board meeting was a fine demonstration of
both our knowledge and our commitment.

Ryan has made clear that he holds him-

tently until RIOC and
the community be-
come more comfort-
ablewith oneanother.

When you stop to
remember that six
months ago aresident
would have had to fill

hold others intermit-
RIRA

President’s

self accountable to the community. 1, for
one, believe him, and believe that hisin-
tentionsare exactly what he saysthey are.
| am not so sure about Pataki’ sintentions,
however, and | think it would be foolish
of usto change our stance until we have
hard, clear evidence of substantive
changesin the policies that got usto this

Column
out a Freedom of In-

formation formto get RIOC' s phone number, it helps
to put things in perspective. | don't think Mr. Ryan
realizes quite how bad it was, or how widespread the
genuine outrage was felt throughout the community.

| expect that, for those who were not personally
deeply engaged in the process, there may be a suspi-
cionthat all thefusswasexaggerated. Certainly, there
have been one or two public commentsat recent Board
meetings by State participants that, given the legend
these meetings had become in Albany, things were
seeming to go well since Ryan had arrived.

And, perhaps, Ryan himself may reasonably feel that
itisonly a‘palitical’ minority on the Island who feel so
strongly about the many issueswe bring to hisattention.

Soitwascertainly good for all of usthat so many of
you cameto the meeting and spoke so articulately and
so adamantly on a wide a variety of subjects. Such
wholehearted community involvement demonstrates
clearly to the Board, and to Ryan, that our outrage
was not directed at Blue personally, but was, and is,
directed against the way the issues that concern us
were handled.

Clearly Ryan felt personally that this was not en-
tirely fair, and probably it’s not entirely fair.

But my recommendation to Rob Ryan isnot to take
it personally. To most of the community he hasyet to
become Raobert H. Ryan, the man. To the commu-
nity, he is still simply RIOC, and therefore still
shrouded with the legacies of Jerry Blue. And those
legacies mean that he will have to go the extra mile
before he fully enjoys our confidence, fair or not.

It is clear to me that Jerry Blue strengthened this
community in his opposition to us. He drove us to
adequately arm ourselves with the relevant informa-

point.

Ryan assured us that the community will continue
to have meaningful input into the Southtown devel-
opment process, and the RIRA Planning Committee
will continue to work with him in making that areal-
ity. The Common Council will request clearer infor-
mation on his plans for Blackwell House and the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd. And we will continue
to oppose the Marriott project, and monitor any and
all development and infrastructure issues.

Ryan genuinely has not had time enough to resolve
any major issues yet. But there are indications that
things are moving in the
right direction. For in-
stance, my playground con-
sultant, Zoe (who's not on
the Common Council yet),
reported that Ryan had fixed
not only the gate at the
Toddler's Playground, but
the duck and seahorse too.
“And that was the day after
wetold him, too,” she said,
“and they’ ve been brokefor-
ever!” (She can swear to
threeyears.)

As| said above, | do be-
lieve Rob Ryan'’ sintentions are what he saysthey are.
And| believethat as hisintentions are translated into
clear commitments, and those commitments are then
trandated into action, our community will support this
reformed RIOC as thoroughly and as successfully as
we opposed Blue’'sRIOC.

The means for making that a reality as quickly as
possiblelieentirely in RIOC’s hands.

-

Patrick Stewart

COMING UP

Compiled by Claire Friedland — phone/fax 317-8523

Wed., Oct. 27, 8:00 p.m., Island History L ec-
ture, The Beginning of Social Work and the Met-
ropolitan Hospital School of Nursing, sponsored
by Roosevelt Island Historical Society, Island
House Community Room. $10, but free to RIHS
members. Reservations/membership: 688-4836.

Thur., Oct. 28, 1:30 p.m., PTA of PS/IS 217
general membership meeting, with electionsto fill
vacancieson the PTA Executive Board; and Fam-
ily Math Tutorial for parentsof K-5 children. PTA
Executive Board meeting, 7:00 p.m., followed by
School Leadership Team meeting.

Wed., Nov. 3,8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Coun-
cil Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Wed., Nov. 3, 8:00 p.m., Island History L ec-
ture, 300 Yearsof Queens History, an overview of
neighboring communities through stories and pic-
tures. (Seelisting above.) Reservations/member-
ship: 688-4836.

Sat., Nov. 6, next issue of The Main Street
WIRE. Deadlines: Advertisinginthe paper, Fri.,
Oct. 29; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon.,
Nov. 1; bag materials due Nov. 4. Futureissues:
Nov. 20 (Thanksgiving issue), Dec. 4, Dec. 18
(Christmas/New Y ear issue); Jan. 8, 2000, Jan. 22,
2000, and generally every two weeks thereafter.
Advertiserswishing to beincluded in unscheduled
EXTRA editions, without notice at the time, are
invited to call 826-9055 to make their interest
known. Phone/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-
2540; urgent/breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/
fax for advertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-
2540; phone/fax to list your Island organization’s
event here, 317-8523.

Wed., Nov. 10, 8:00 p.m., Island History L ec-
ture, ArchivesNight —Island History fromthe 17th
Century to Today's Community, sponsored by
Roosevelt Island Historical Society, Island House
Community Room. $10, but free to RIHS mem-

At the Senior Center
Monday

9:00-10:00, Stay Well (Exercise)
10:00-12:00, Computer Class

10:00-11:00, English as 2nd L anguage (beg)
11:00-12:00, English as 2nd (intermediate)
11:00-12:30 (October 25), Metrocard Bus
12:45, Arts & Crafts

Tuesday

9:45-10:45, Jazzer cise with Barbara Parker
12:30-2:30 (October 26), VNS Service

1:30, Bingo

Wednesday

9:00-10:00, Stay Well (Stretch)

10:00, Friendship Doll-M aking Wor kshop
10:00-11:00, English as 2nd L anguage (beg)
11:00-12:00, English as 2nd (intermediate)
1:30, Games

Thursday

10:00-11:00, Tai Chi

12:30, Movie

Friday

10:00-11:00, Citizenship Class (no class 10/29)
10:00-12:00, Creative Arts Workshop
10:30-11:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:30, Friendship Doll-M aking Wor kshop
7:00-9:00 p.m., Korean English

Saturday

7:00 p.m., Bingo (except 10/30)

7:00 p.m. (October 30), Birthday Party

Special Events
Call in advance for details: 980-1888
Wed., Oct. 27, 12:15 p.m., Voter Education
Workshop for coming election
Sat., Oct. 30, 7:00 p.m., Halloween Party
Wed., Nov. 3, 1:00-2:30 p.m., Free Flu Shots

bers. Reservations'membership: 688-4836.

Sun., Nov. 14, 11:00 am., Island History Tour and Lecture, &. George's Episcopal Church and Cem-
etery and Hallett’ s Cove, sponsored by Roosevelt Island Historical Society, 1sland House Community Room.
$10, but freeto RIHS members. Reservations required; call 688-4836.

Tue., Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group, The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway, Library.
Meets third Tuesday of each month; admission free but pre-registration suggested.

Wed., Nov. 17, 7:45 p.m., Roosevelt 1 sland Photographic Society meeting, Eastwood Community Room,
536 Main Street. Night photography. Information: 752-5034.
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JAY'S SEA WORLD
FISHMARKET

530 Main Street ® Roosevelt Island

(212) 935-1702

Japanese Sushi

e Veggie Roll Combo $5.99
e (California Roll $3.99
e Tuna Roll $5.99
e Tuna Combo $5.99
e House Moriawase $5.99
e Super (Sushi Combo) $8.99
e Veggie Tempura $1.99

Fresh Sushi Delivered Every Day!

e Live Lobster
* Snow Crab Legs
e Sea Food Mix

Ready to Eat (Microwave)

* Cajun Marinated Catfish
* Lemon Pepper Marinated Catfish
* Salmon Teriyaki

Mon-Sat, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays

Still a few openings for 3-4-year-olds

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

Part-time and full-time programs
for children ages 2.6 through 5 years

4 RIVER ROAD 593-0750
FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE

</

Hot Coffee...

...and a warm place to drink it.
It’s the season for it, and for the rest
of the warmth Trellis has to offer:
Good friends, good coffee, good food,
and a few moments of peaceful
respite from the rush
of autumn life around us.
Come on by.

Good food, good friends, good coffee.

See you at Trellis

192-1517

Better and better every day.
At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

FAST,
EFFICIENT
by, R 95¢ ‘&e/ :
Silan
Cleaners
New Sate of the At
Dry d eani ng Machi ne
To Serve You Better
758- 1778 Your Nei ghbor hood A eaners
571 Min Sreet W [b| | Ver
Free deliveries on orders $15-up

JAMAICA HILLS
FOOTCARE CENTER

Dr. Ronald J. Beauvais
Podiatrist / Foot Snacialist

MEDIGARE AGGEPTED

Medical & Surgical Treatment
of ALL foot disorders

Specializing in treatment of
senior Gitizens' Foot Disorders
and Diabetic Foot Care

HOUSE GALLS AVAILABLE

800-723-8385
toll-free 1-888-801-3221
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A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account and
start learning how to manage their finances

FEATURES:

LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITS:

Dividends paid on balances of $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.
Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union

MCU — Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 « Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment: Aetna, Prudential,
USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

Don'’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 21 years
501 Main Street ¢ (212) 752-8722

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission
(Baset865)
Al drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION AIRPORTS WELCOME
oty et i HOME SPECIAL
Flat rates from $12 Save $7 from JFK
Comfortable \,/Avlgcgggiims Save $2 from LGA

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your leg'worle

Buo]get Oriented

Time-saving

,Curn/'zfure
(jp/vo/;tem/, S\A}ocovem
%//paper é—d 7Caér/(:
Car’pef 6—« Anea ng:
A// Mno/ow/ 7;ea£memfs
7C/oor’ (c;:—( 7;7"mce iles
L/'gAf/'ng
arpentry
/{/fc/éen /Qenovaf/'on
,Zja/nt (S—« ,Qiux ,C/n/';//ve;
A// Acces;or/es'
C/o;erf Des‘/gn

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

W J/ej

]E'r'ee initial consultation

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to chil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosevelt
Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street 501 Main Street
212 757-2285 212 752-8722

Sales & Service
Est. 1961

License #730671

' : H Rls I v Credit Cards Accepted

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6
21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

Free Estimates in Shop.

PSS 718.392-7444

All Work Guaranteed
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Ryan In Open Forum  ompage:

we're going to meet with the devel opers.”
Southpoint

Longtimeresident Shirley Margolin drew
applause when she asked Ryan about the sta-
tus of aproposal to build atwin-tower hotel
on the Island’s southernmost ten acres of
land, saying, “We believe we are entitled to
that magnificient parkland.”

Minicondos

Ed Eagle asked Ryan why an August rec-
ommendation of the RIOC Board' s Capital
Planning and Development Committee
(CPDC) that plansto turn the Island’ s west
shore minichoolsinto luxury condominiums
has not yet been acted on by the RIOC Board.
Ryan responded that a resolution is being
drafted for CPDC, and that it will then be
considered by RIOC’ s Directors.

One questioner, Milt Marcus, excoriated
the minicondo proposal as an “act of pure
greed,” and asked the RIOC Board to form
agroup to find a tenant who will make use
of the properties without adding a second
story.

Ryan added, in acomment bearing on both
the minischoolsand Southpoint, that because
RFPs (Requests for Proposals) were put out
by RIOC and devel opersresponded, thereg-
uisite processmust befollowed. While some
have interpreted such responses as Ryan's
suggestion that the proposalswill ultimately
beregjected, he hasnot dropped so much asa
hint in answering questions. “My job isto
work the process,” he said.

SportsFields

Ryan responded to questions about | oss of
the soccer field north of the Nurses Resi-
dence, rhapsodizing that anew field planned
for the southeast corner of the Southtown
property will “look like'Y ankee Stadium” by
comparison with the present field.

Metrocard

Asked about the status of negotiationsfor
use of MetroCard on the Tram, Ryan said
he has talked with MTA Chairman Virgil
Conway, but “the matter isfar more compli-
cated than people understand. It amazed me
the number of influencesthat comeinto this
process.” He said he hopes for some word,
“one way or the other,” by year’send.

Budget Self-Sufficiency

Asked by Lillian Shaman if he intends to
continueto maintain self-sufficiency, and not
ask the State for funds, Ryan responded that
in taking tax money from Albany, Islanders
would be “reaching into your own pocket.”
He cited attempts to generate new revenue
streams, then added, “ There’ snothing wrong
with self-sufficiency as long as it doesn’t
impact quality of life.”

Other matters

Ryan again reassured those concerned
about deterioration of Blackwell House that
the tenant will be out by November 1 and
that RIOC will immediately begin to stabi-
lizethe structure. Ryan also promised work
on Good Shepherd Chapel, wherethe Board
meeting and open forum were held.

Trl p I etS from page 1

stance, | could go to get stamps. It helped
that thisisadoorman building. Weare close
enough to the heart of the City that | can get
back to work easily. The Island is a great
place for thekidsto beand thefact that it is
handi capped-accessible makesit easy for us
to maneuver their stroller.

“| think living in an apartment isgood be-
causethey are alwayswithin earshot, every-
thing is at one level and child-proofing has
been very simple,” says Kim, her practical
nature showing through. “Asthe pregnancy
advanced, | was forced to rely on others to

run errands for me and even for them, the
Island proved to be very convenient.”

Kim was beginning to show signs of pre-
eclampsia(pregnancy-induced high blood pres-
sure) in week 31 of her pregnancy, so weekly
visits to the doctor were replaced by home
monitoring. “1 used to be exhausted dl the
timeand called mysdlf ‘oneof four.” Alexused
to come home after hisnight classesand cook
the equivalent of six meals for the following
day for me becausethat iswhat | waseating at
thetime. | lay on the couch with acooler full
of food, a microwave and the hospital equip-
ment right next to me. My mother-in-law, my
mother and my stepfather cameto help. | could
not have managed thiswithout their help.”

Thebabiesarrived on July 9, 1998, weigh-
ing about five poundseach. “Wewere home
in four days, maintaining charts about their
food, deep and dirty diapers. Wewould feed
them together, changetheir diaperstogether
and put themto sleep together. Therule con-
tinuesto thisday on my insistenceand that’s
why | have been renamed ‘little sergeant,’”
says Kim. “That's the only way we could
have done it without going insane.”

What has been the greatest challenge for
the couple? “ Time-management,” saysAlex.
“Not getting ‘ burned out’ by all thework and

attention the babies need. Organization of
all the things we need because no trip, how-
ever small, issimple. Also, remaining calm
through it all and giving each child the at-
tention he or she needs.”

Kim saysthat, for her, being efficient oc-
cupies her mind all thetime. “Coordinating
an adult life with that of three babies is a
challenge. | try to figure out what is recre-
ation and that, too, isatask. Asan architect,
| am used to lists and projects and thisis a
huge project for me — raising and teaching
my three babies. | had set up my own office
three years prior to the millenium because |
knew several projects would come up.
Sometimes | can’t believe | had triplets in
the spring of the larg-
est building boom in
the history of New
York City. My client
base is gone. How-
ever, itisall well worth
it because there would
have been no point had
| been very successful,
forty-fiveyearsoldand
minus any kids at all!
| have worked for
about fifteen yearsand
| know there will al-
ways be somework for
me because peoplewill
keep building.”

“Havingthebabiesis
the most exciting thing
that has happened to
us. Wemissbeing just
the two of us some-
times because now our
livesarefilled with people. Then again, we
will never feel any isolation. Even the ba-
bies gain from being together all the time.
From day onethey have had playmates, they
have something special and something ex-
tra,” Kim says.

“1 enjoy thefact that there are three of them
and | lovewatchingtheminteract. | never know
which onetokissfirst. They bringalot of joy
to our livesand that of their grandparentswith
their unconditional love,” says Alex. “The
hardest thing for us now isto treat each child
asanindividua asthey grow up. What | dois
determinewhat thechildlikesor what they are
atracted to and spend some time aone with
the child doing that task or play so that way
each child has one-on-onetime where it most
counts and group time aswell.”

For Kim, the biggest concern is how to
maintain their living standard in the future.
“We are happy right now but how do wetake
them to an environment that they continue
tohaveagood lifestyle? Their livesarevery
regular right now and | don’t want to upset
that by being gone. | want to maintainahold
on their lives so part-time work is good for
me. What keeps me going is that | know
that these three children are my project for
right now.”

Deolinda Leitao-Greene
Arlene Stock and Melissa Hodson of Roosevelt Island’s Chapter of Toastmasters
International. Stock won Wednesday night in a Division contest held in Manhattan.

Two Islanders Advance in
Toastmasters Competition

by Jinny Ewald

When Melissa Hodson was in grade
school, she won a spelling bee that would
take her to the national championship in
Washington, DC. But shedidn’t go because
shewastoo terrified of “performing” before
a crowd. This fear of public speaking
haunted her until she decided to do some-
thing about it two years ago. That’'s when
she joined the Roosevelt Island branch of
Toastmasters, an international organization
dedicated to improving speaking and lead-
ership skills. Arlene Stock, another Toast-
masters member, joined the group last year
to overcome her discomfort when making
presentations for the company she owns.

Today, both these Island residents are star
performers. Each won an area Toastmas-
ters contest — Melissa in the humorous
speech category, Arleneinthedifficult Table
Topics contest, which calls on the ability to
“think on your feet.” At the larger division
contest Wednesday night (October 20),
Arlene Stock won first prizein her category.

Melissa's speech, titled “Bon Appetit,”
dealswith her culinary escapadesthrough the
years. For her, the best thing about the con-
test was hearing people actually laugh at the

humor. The worst? “The long walk up to
the podium!” Arlene says the worst aspect
waswinning: “I hadtodoitagain!” Andthe
best part of the contest was actually getting
throughiit.

Both Arleneand Méelissacredit Toastmas-
terswith their success. “ At firgt, | hadtoforce
myself to do what isdifficult,” Arlene says.
“But now | find the whole Toastmasters ex-
perience entertaining. What | like about the
group is that the speeches themselves are
educational and the diversity inthe Roosevelt
Island chapter is extraordinary. Being a
member has expanded my horizons.” Arlene
owns a management company that assists
not-for-profit associations across the coun-
try. Shefeelsthat her experiencewith Toast-
masters hasimproved her ability to lead and
to get new business.

Melissa is Vice President of Finance at
Goldman Sachs. “Outside of work, | have
gained self-confidence and improved my
conversational skills. Atwork, I'velearned
how to run meetings effectively and express
my opinion coherently,” she says.

Toastmasters meets on the Island the sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of the month. Call
888-8040 for more information.
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Roosevelt Island

Enjpy Our Delicious Cakes

) WHappy Halloween
Special

Take $2.00 off any cake purchase or

Buy any 3 pastries and get 1 free.

Offer valid Sat.-Sun., Oct. 30-31
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ven’t Got Time for the Pain!

Let LEXINGTON
CH[ROPRACTIC ASSOCIATES
Make You A Painless Offer!

FREE

* Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam

* Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art
MASSAGE TIME PRO

* Bottle of Multiple Vitamins

* CONTOUR Pillow

Dr. John Calabria

Lexington
Chiropractic
Associates

133 E. 58th St., Suite 506
Between Lexington & Park Ave.

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health
Care, Aetna, Blue Cross, Blue Shield,

Guardian, Medicare, and many more!

SPORTSWIRE

The Roosevelt Island Tennis Association (RITA) recently held its annual club champi-
onships at the Octagon Park courts. Early rounds were fiercely competitive. Five catego-
ries and a consolation match were played. Results:

Women: Jackie Amey vs AtsumiKolba ............... ... ... 9-8 (7-5)

Men A: Jan Buenner vs CarlosBraune ........................ 6-1, 6-2

Men B: Joern Kornhuber vs John Dougherty ................... 4-6, 7-6 (7-5), 7-6 (7-5)
Men’s Doubles: Tom Smith/Jan Buenner vs Carlos Braune/Atul Gokhale .. . . 6- 1, 6-3

Mixed Doubles:  Atsumi Kolba/Mike Kolba vs Jackie Amey/Arthur Alderman . 9-8 (7-4)

Men’s Consolation: Karim Wazani vs Andrea Cuccolini ..................... 8-2

Winners and runners-up received trophies.

RITA will sponsor a doubles tournament at 12:00 noon Saturday, October 30 (a change
of date), the last day of Daylight Savings Time. It'sRITA’slast event of the season, open
to both men and women. Players can bring their own doubles partners, or be assigned a
partner in a random drawing. The event is open to advanced players who don’t have a
current permit for the courts and who want to find out whether tennis might be a sport for
them on Roosevelt Island next year.

RITA staged trophy playoffslast Saturday for the 53 competitors who participated in the
tennis ladder during the past season. Inladder play, players move up or down alist based
onwinsandlossesin matches against playersin adjacent spotsonthelist. Finals contestents
qualified by playing at least eight ladder matches during the season.

Thisyear’ swinner inthe A Division was Hanitra Rabeson over finalist Carlos Braune, 6-2,
6-7,6-3. Inthe B Division, Willie Reese defeated John Dougherty in aset played to ten games,
10-3. Joan Pape-Uhlewon the C Division by default (there were no other qudifiers).

In the consolation playoffs for players who lost their first round, Tom Smith defeated
Nick Arvanitis 8-3 in a set played to 8 games, the standard format used for the ladder
throughout the season.

Winnersand finalistsin the A and B Divisions were awarded silver bowls; the winner of
the C Division and the consolation winner and finalist received engraved medals. The
remaining qualifiersin all divisions also received engraved qualifier awards.

Thefinalswereall played on Saturday, October 16, with the preliminary rounds played
earlier by opponents making arrangementsto play at their mutual convenience.

The Idand’s outdoor courts will remain open throughout fall and winter. For information,
cal RITA President Jan Buenner 250-6675 or Vice President Michael Kolba 980-3811.

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

Health Plans
Accepted

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building
Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule
your first appointment

Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA
HIP
Oxford

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

212-755-1515

Classified

only 50 cents a word 751 '8214 only 50 cents a word

FREE NOTARY for SENIORS — See Dolores Green at Senior Center. 223-4077.

SENIORS NEED VOLUNTEER TAX COUNSELOR - 1/1/2000 through 3/15/2000;
last volunteer, who served over 100 Island residents a year, is retiring. Training will
be provided through RSVP. Call Selena Ng at 980-1888.

EXPERIENCED TUTOR for primary, secondary school students; adults returning
to or finishing school. (212) 223-0157

ACUPUNCTURE on ROOSEVELT ISLAND — NYS license, treating low back pain,
headaches, joint pain, anxiety, depression, menstrual/menopause symptoms,
chronic asthma, gastrointestinal disorders, and more. Barbara Pittman 388-7313

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

CAT SITTER on Rl — My home or yours. (212) 223-0157

VOLUNTEER BOOKKEEPER — Roosevelt Island Residents Association seeks
community-minded individual to donate less than 5 hours a month keeping our books
and presenting Treasurer’s report to the Common Council at our monthly meetings.
Qualified and interested applicants please call (212) 753-2952

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPY —
available. (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING - Prompt service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

SECRETARY SEEKS WORK - full time/part time. Call 718-932-9637.
EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214
WANTED - LOW-TECH UPRIGHT EXERCISE BIKE, 980-1349

Island resident Diana Brill.  Gift certificate

Katherine Teets Grimm,
M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street ® Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. - 12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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