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RIOC has a new lawyer and a new financial officer.
Kenneth A. Leitner has come aboard to replace Frank Rubino as General

Counsel.  He had been an Assistant District Attorney in Kings County, han-
dling criminal prosecutions, and before that in private practice handling both
criminal and civil litigation.  He holds an undergraduate degree from Hamp-
shire College in Amherst, Massachusetts, a J.D. from Yeshiva University/
Cardozo School of Law and an L.L.M. from the University of Amsterdam in
the Netherlands, where he studied international trade law.  Leitner is admit-
ted to practice in New York, New Jersey, and in federal courts.

RIOC’s new Chief Financial Officer, replacing Anthony Bonair, is
Patrick Siconolfi.  He’s a former Director of Finance for the State’s Di-
vision of Housing and Community Renewal.  There, he operated the two
largest components of the rent stabilization and rent control systems for
the State.  He has also served as a budget specialist with the New York
State Division of the Budget, where he reported on proposed financial
plans for the New York State Public Authorities Control Board.  He
holds a B.S. from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy.

In announcing the appointments, RIOC President Robert Ryan said,
“The addition of Ken and Pat to the RIOC team demonstrates our com-
mitment in bringing together the best and the brightest to serve the resi-
dents of Roosevelt Island.”

Patrick Stewart
What do these kids find so fascinating?  The answer’s on page 2.

Patrick Siconolfi Kenneth A. Leitner

RIOC Replaces Attorney
And Financial Officer

The process for resident influence on Southtown
plans is working.

That’s the view of three men closely involved with
the process, Residents Association (RIRA) President
Patrick Stewart, Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) President Robert H. Ryan, and RIOC
Board member Frank Angelino, who chairs the
Board’s Capital Planning and Development Commit-
tee (CPDC).  The three spoke in two separate meet-
ings last week – Ryan and Angelino at a meeting of
the RIOC Board, and Stewart at that session and at
the regular monthly gathering of RIRA’s Common
Council.

Stewart also defends Angelino’s management of the
process in his RIRA President’s
Column in this issue of The WIRE
(page 3).  While calling RIOC’s
request that the CPDC Board rec-
ommend final designation of the
Southtown developers “precipi-
tous,” Stewart calls Angelino, who
chairs the Committee, “the great-
est asset this community has on the
RIOC Board of Directors.”

“Everybody is in favor of
Southtown,” Stewart said in the
RIRA meeting when asked by
Rivercross resident Nurit Marcus to
explain his position on various pro-
posed developments.  He said he
feels Southtown will generate
“money that this Island needs
badly.”  He added, “There are many
facets of Southtown that are yet to be discussed:  What
the buildings look like, what kind of apartments are
going to be in them, to some extent the placement of
the buildings, and so on.  Those aspects of the devel-
opment of Southtown will be addressed by several
groups of people – the Planning Committee of the
Residents Association, the Planning and Development
Committee of the [RIOC] Board of Directors, RIOC’s
owner’s representative on Southtown construction
[Morse Diesel], and the RIOC Board itself.”

“Before anything is set in stone,” Stewart said,
“those steps must be taken.”

At the RIOC Board of Directors meeting the next
day, Stewart responded to a public-session comment
from Marcus, saying, “As a member of the Capital
Planning and Development Committee [of the RIOC
Board], I can tell you that it has met nine times.  It has
met in the open nine times.  It has been publicized.
And it’s open to anyone who wants to attend those
meetings. ...  I think, in fairness to the developers,
they have gone out of their way to adjust and listen
very carefully to the input of the community. ... As the
President of RIRA and a member of Community Board
8, a member of this [RIOC Board], and a  member of
[CPDC], I personally feel that every attention has been
given to this development, and every attention will be
given to this development, as it goes along.”

When asked by Marcus about WIRE reports that the
Capital Planning and Development Committee ap-
peared to have approved the developer, but not the
developer’s plan, Stewart responded, “When I was a
kid, my Mom used to say to me, ‘Don’t believe every-
thing you read in the newspaper.’”

In the RIOC Board meeting, Angelino corrected an
error in a WIRE news analysis piece published De-
cember 4, pointing out that the Capital Planning and
Development Committee held its most recent meet-
ing in September, not August.  Angelino also defended
the process that has led to the current status of the
Southtown proposal (the RIOC Board passed a reso-
lution in September approving Hudson/Related as the
developers as well as their “project and plan”).
Angelino said:

“I think it’s not unusual [that], as a development is
about to become a reality, the questions become more
frequent, because people realize it’s going to become

Ryan, Stewart, Angelino Defend
RIOC Process for Southtown Input

a reality.  I think it’s important, though, to emphasize,
and try to take a perspective, that there seems to be on
the Island a strong general consensus that not only is
Southtown important for the Island, but essential for
the Island, in terms of bringing a critical mass of people
to help achieve the objectives set for the Island before
it was built in the 1970’s, [and] that getting the ben-
eficial effect of increased population for the Island in
an attractively designed setting consistent with the Is-
land is important for the continued viability of the Is-
land.  It happens that at this time in this year there
seems to be a golden opportunity to achieve that
because of the fact that the economy is good and
that we’ve had a response from a development team

that comprises
some of the
most experi-
enced people
who develop
housing in New
York City.  Put
that together
with a design
team that in-
cludes two of
the most presti-
gious design
firms, Davis
Brody with
Max Bond, and
G r u z e n
Samton, and it
impressed a lot

of people that that’s an important development team
to bring these dreams to fruition.  So, while there
are going to be many questions and many details
that are going to have to be worked at as you go
through the process on such a project as this, it’s
important not to lose sight of all of the valuable
things that this project will bring to the Island.

“And I must note that in hearing some of the con-
cerns about sight-lines and other things, in New York
City it is very unusual where you can have any sort of
development taking place which has a park-like buffer
of 200 feet between existing housing and proposed
housing.  I don’t think you could find any other place
in New York City where that can occur.  All of these
things – concern about soccer, about infrastructure
money, all these are legitimate questions and should
be answered, but we can’t lose sight of the important
thing about what this is going to bring to the Island
and how it achieves all of the goals that have been
expressed since the beginning of the Island.”

Ryan, in his President’s report, pointed out that a
“brand new, professionally designed and con-
structed soccer field” will replace the present field
when Southtown construction starts, then defended
the opportunities for public input on the project:
“There have been public meetings, repeated public
meetings on this, people have had the opportunity
to make suggestions, I know the developers have
been very conscientious about working with the
community and listening to everybody and listen-
ing to their concerns.

“So there is a process here and I think the process
works, as long as people are part of the process and a
part of the process at the right time.”

Stewart Offers a Plan to
Jumpstart Southpoint Park

RIRA President Patrick Stewart has asked members of its elected Com-
mon Council to consider, for future discussion, use of about $700,000 in
remaining Public Purpose Funds to create a park at Southpoint.  The
proposal would conflict with a developer’s plan, currently in the review
process, to erect a twin-tower luxury conference hotel and condominium
complex on the site.

School Space Shortage
In last Wednesday’s RIRA meeting, Susan

Cohen, a member of the PS/IS 217 staff, told
the Common Council that the school’s princi-
pal, Sherry Gregory, wants to start a dialog with
RIRA and RIOC about space for additonal class-
rooms.  Cohen said that Gregory sees the situa-
tion as serious, with Southtown coming.

The Island’s west-shore mini-schools have
been abandoned and deteriorating for several
years, and are the object of a pending plan for
conversion to luxury condominium apartments.
Several in the community who oppose the condo
plan have called for a return to use of the mini-
school spaces for classrooms.

See Development, page 11

Census Seeks Workers
The U.S. Census Bureau is looking for Island resi-

dents to help on Census 2000.  Full- and part-time
positions are available at wages from $16 to $18 an
hour.

For information, residents are asked to call Earle
Whigham at (212) 593-3047.
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Pages of Thought and Opinion

To Residents and the Island’s
appointed Administrators:

We strongly protest the destruc-
tion of Roosevelt Island’s open
spaces, and we urge RIOC to re-
spect the needs of those already liv-
ing on Roosevelt Island for an at-
tractive, livable and family-friendly
environment.

We have two major objections:
• The loss of Blackwell Fields –

the “lungs” of the Island
• The loss of quality play areas

for younger children
And we have a recommendation

– preserve our Blackwell Fields
and concentrate construction on the
ample area including and south of
the abandoned Nurses residence.

The loss of Blackwell Fields:
Our lovely open space south of
Blackwell House serves as a soc-
cer field, Little League field, a
lovely vista to the Queens parks on
morning commutes and even a
feeding ground for migrating geese.
Its fenced-in area allows our kids
to run freely and provides the only
window of sunlight to the crowded,
overbearing canyon of buildings
that is Main Street.  This is an irre-
placeable feature of Roosevelt Is-
land both functionally and aestheti-
cally.  The proposed plan places a
barrier of buildings directly on the
sight line from Main Street.  Just
as it is unthinkable to destroy Cen-
tral Park or Prospect Park in favor
of a real-estate venture, it should
be equally unthinkable to destroy
these cherished and overused open
spaces of ours, and more impor-
tantly our children.  This is pre-
cisely the feature that makes
Roosevelt Island such a special and
magical place to live and grow.

The loss of quality play areas for
younger children:  We currently
have three designated play areas

• Blackwell park
• Manhattan Park riverwalk
• The Island House courtyard
The Island House courtyard is

overshadowed and almost entirely
unused.  In fact, a similar facility
in the Westview courtyard was dis-
mantled.

The Manhattan Park facility is
used almost exclusively by the day
care program until 1:00 p.m., and
in the afternoon it is always over-

Letters Policy:  The WIRE welcomes letters to
the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials,
and will consider publication on a Name Withheld
basis, but the writer’s name, address, and tele-
phone number must be provided.  Preferred
methods of submission:  PC-standard 3.5-inch
floppy disk (any wordprocessing software) left at
531 Main Street addressed to The WIRE; by e-
mail to mainstreetwire@rcn.com; or typed,
double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street, or
faxed to (212) 755-2540.  Clearly handwritten let-
ters will be considered.  We cannot take dictation
of letters by telephone.  All letters are subject to
possible rejection or editing for length and
clarity.

Frosty!
(Or Frosty’s Mom?)

Patrick Stewart
Karen Stewart stepped into her Frosty
costume to entertain kids at the Day
Nursery’s seasonal party last weekend
at Manhattan Park Theater Club.  (This,
among other entertainments, is what
captured the attention of the kids on
page 1.)

crowded by older children who live
in the buildings nearby.

This leaves Blackwell Park as
virtually the single haven for the
Island’s children.  This park has a
toddler-swing park, a jungle gym,
sprinklers and a grassy area.  It is a
play facility for children under the
age of seven, but is severely over-
crowded by camps and off-Island
families, some of whom are actu-
ally bused in from Brooklyn neigh-
borhoods, which literally pushes
out the Island children from their
play area.

The new development plan ex-
acerbates this problem by propos-
ing construction of a 21-story
building directly on top of what is
now the swing area and grassy pic-
nic lawn.  This monstrosity will
force the children into a small,
dark, wind tunnel.

When we confronted the archi-
tects with this concern at their pre-
sentation on November 10th, the
response was that they hadn’t con-
sidered this problem, but the facil-
ity could probably be “relocated
someplace farther North.”  Any
resident could have told them that
there is no suitable place “farther
North.”

Our proposal:  The offer to con-
struct a small soccer field near the
Tram is not a palliative.  We de-
mand that construction of buildings
extend no farther north than the
current Nurse’s Residence.  Much
of this abandoned building is lo-
cated outside the “subway corri-
dor” and its land could provide a
large number of units.  This pro-
posal would not require relocation
of roads, would minimize the ex-
posure of current residences to
noise and dust, and of course would
keep our sight lines of the fields.
This building would also afford
wonderful exposure to open fields
North and West and to Manhattan
to the South and East.

Planning a community requires
more vision then merely construct-
ing large residences on every open
area.  This lovely community de-
serves and demands respect for its
natural resources.  Anything less is
a disgrace and abomination.  With
some loving care and thought we
can make the next 25 years as spe-
cial and as overwhelmingly suc-
cessful for the upcoming genera-
tion as the last 25 years have been.

We have over 1,300 signers to a
petition to save our fields.  These
names were collected over a very
short time, by only three volunteers.
We have no doubt that we could
collect several thousand more sig-
natures of Island residents, but this
number alone should convince our
administrators that we are appalled
by these plans.  If RIOC adminis-
trators believe that their vision is
really best for the community at
large, we encourage them to ex-
plain the merits of their proposal
to the community, to entertain
counter-proposals and then permit
the residents to democratically vote
on which of the offerings makes the
most sense.

Anna Papp
Ellior Marcus
Nurit Marcus
Steve Marcus

Closing Credits
So many Islanders help with The WIRE each issue that we

must cram their names – often forgetting someone, alas – into

a small box at the bottom of the editorial page.

That does not do proper justice to their crucial role.  This

newspaper is viable as an advertising medium, and as the

community’s primary source of information about what’s go-

ing on, because of the small (and often large) sweat-equity con-

tributions of so many who contribute photos, tips, or – most

importantly – their time and effort in stuffing and delivering

each issue.

It’s appropriate, as the year and decade close, to give more

prominent credit to those who bring you The WIRE.

Bye Bye Birdie

This is one of those WIREs that’s
more of a commercial success than
it is a journalistic or artistic
achievement.  We always feel just
a bit guilty when our advertising-
to-editorial ratio tips much higher
than 50-50.  But, like all newspa-
pers, The WIRE has that balance to
consider if it wishes to remain fi-
nancially viable.  So the occasional
issue with more ads than copy is a
welcome relief to the publication’s
checkbook – a relief from all those
issues where the ads didn’t quite fill
the required 50%.  So – if you don’t
mind – take a moment in this holi-
day season to applaud our regular
advertisers.  They make this com-
munity newspaper possible.

And, from the staff of The WIRE,
a holiday thanks to those advertis-
ers, and Best Wishes for 2000 to
them – and to all our readers.

Cast and crew of The Main Street Theatre’s
production of Bye Bye Birdie pose for the camera
after one of their ten performances of the past two
weeks.  More photos on the web at
www.nyc10044.com

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
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Sun., Dec. 19, 11:00 a.m., Memorial Service for
Lois Schwab, Main Street Theatre.

Tue., Dec. 21, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion
Group,  The Stranger by Albert Camus, Library.
Meets third Tuesday of each month; admission free

but pre-regis-
tration sug-
gested.

Mon., Dec.
27, 8:00 p.m.,
Toas tmas -
ters.  For in-
f o r m a t i o n ,

call 687-4010.
Wed., Jan. 5, 2000, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common

Council Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Fri., Jan. 7 (and every Friday night), evening

Sketch Session conducted by the Roosevelt Island
Art Association, 549 Main Street.  For information:
421-5939.

Sat., Jan. 8, next issue of The Main Street WIRE.
Deadlines:  Advertising in the paper, Fri., Dec. 31;
decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., Jan. 3; bag
materials due Jan. 6.  Future issues:  Jan. 22; Feb.
5, 19; Mar. 4, 18; Apr. 1, 15, 29; May 13, 27; June
10; July 1 (for July 4); Aug. 26; Sept. 9, 23; Oct. 7,
21; Nov. 4, 18; Dec. 2, 16; Jan 13, 2001; generally
every two weeks thereafter.  Advertisers wishing to
be included in unscheduled EXTRAEXTRAEXTRAEXTRAEXTRA editions,
without notice at the time, are invited to call
826-9055 to make their interest known.  Phone/fax
for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; urgent/break-
ing news, 917-353-1647; phone/fax for advertising
inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone/fax to
list your Island organization’s event here (no
charge), 317-8523.

Mon., Jan. 10, 8:00 p.m., Toastmasters.  For
information, call 687-4010.

Wed., Jan. 12, 6:00 p.m., PTA of PS/IS 217
general membership meeting, school library.

Tue., Feb 1, 6:00 p.m., PTA Executive Board meeting; all parents of 217 students are welcome.
Thur., Feb. 10, Annual International Dinner of PTA in school cafeteria.  Details:  980-0294.

Compiled by Claire Friedland – phone/fax 317-8523

At the Senior Center
Monday
9:15-10:15, Stay Well (Exercise)
10:00-11:00, English as 2nd Language (beg)
10:00-12:00, English as 2nd (intermediate)
10:00-11:00, Baby Bibs Project
6:30, Line Dancing
7:00-9:00, Korean/English Class
Tuesday
9:45-10:45, Jazzercise with Barbara Parker
1:30, Games (RISA)
Wednesday
9:00-10:00, Stay Well (Stretch)
10:00, Friendship Doll-Making Workshop
10:00-11:00, English as 2nd Language (beg)
11:00-12:00, English as 2nd (intermediate)
1:30, Games (RISA)
Thursday
10:00-11:00, Tai Chi
12:30, Movie
Friday (closed December 24)
10:00-11:00, Citizenship Class
10:00-11:00, English as a Second Language
10:00-12:00, Creative Arts Workshop
10:30-11:30, Blood Pressure Screening
Saturday
7:00 p.m., Bingo

Special Events
Call in advance for details:  980-1888

Sat., Dec. 18, 7:00 p.m., Holiday/Birthday Party
Tue., Dec. 21, 6:00 p.m., Councilmember

Gifford Miller on Transportation for Disabled
Mon, Dec. 27, 11:00-12:30, Metrocard Bus
Fri., Dec. 31, 8:00 p.m., New Year’s Eve Party

Fax or phone event information
to 317-8523.  Please provide a
phone number for follow-up.
There is no charge for listing
Island events here.

Alison Jolly, an Island resident since 1982 and one of the world’s lead-
ing primatologists, has just published Lucy’s Legacy:  Sex and Intelli-
gence in Human Evolution.  The book is a popular, but comprehensive,
overview of human evolution from the origins of the first cell almost 4
billion years ago to the latest phase of accelerated evolution – the world
of the Internet and globalization.  Jolly argues that UNICEF and UNIFEM
are the first signs of further evolutionary reorganization of the human
species, which she says are likely to make the industrial revolution look
like a mere blip in the long sweep of historical trend.

The New York Times Book Review commented, “Alison Jolly’s genius
in this informative, satisfying book is to strip away dogma and politics
that have shrouded evolution, to reveal a theory Darwin would recognize
as his own.”  The reviewer said,
“With humor and erudition she
leads the reader to an understand-
ing of the biology and behavior of
primates, through the evolution of
intelligence and into ‘the age of hu-
manity,’ where evolution is charted
chiefly by the human mind.”

Jolly received her doctorate from
Yale and did field work in southern

Madagascar, undertaking the first studies of the social behavior of le-
murs, the early primates found only in Madagascar.  She has continued
to return to the same forest for a month or two every year since.  Six
years ago, she was elected president of the International Primatological
Society.

Jolly commutes several days a week to Princeton, where she is a Visit-
ing Lecturer in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology.

Lynn Schapiro
Long-time Island resident Lynn Schapiro, wife of

Eugene Schapiro, died recently.
Born in 1921 in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, she was

the youngest of five children of Sam and Rebecca
Freedman, who were first-generation immigrants
from Romania.

She is survived by her husband, Gene (in picture)
and two sons.

(No further information was available at press
time.)

In a New Book, Islander Focuses on
Cooperation in Evolution of Humans

RIRA
President’s
Column

Patrick Stewart

This time of year, we hear a lot about finding the true holiday spirit.
and luckily it has been defined in so many different ways that most of us
can find a fit one way or another.  If nothing else, for a week or ten days,
we’re all pleasanter to one another, and the closer we get to the 25th the
more palpable the feeling becomes.

As a child, Christmas meant magic to me.  As an adult it has come
more and more to focus on community, both in the broad sense that we
all understand, and in the sense of deeper communion with those indi-
viduals with whom my life is luckily bound up.

This is the time of year when community is most in evidence in our
personal lives, and that gives us the opportunity to take a moment, just a
moment, to look within ourselves and recognize how dearly we value it.
To enhance that value in whatever way one can is to literally restore a
genuine font of the good will we hear so much about each December.  A
smile or wave will do it,
keeping our patience for five
more seconds will some-
times do it, doing something
for someone else, especially
if we don’t have to, will in-
evitably do it.  Trying to un-
derstand an opposing point
of view will do it in spades.

And it is with this point
held firmly in my mind, that I am not going to cast out 800 or so pithy
words taking apart Dick Lutz’s The Pacification of Roosevelt Island ar-
ticle in the last issue of The WIRE.  My conscience and my job do each
demand that I do give it at least a paragraph or two.

To suggest that Frank Angelino might put his relationship to the RIOC
Board of Directors or his relationship to RIOC itself before his commit-
ment to the community is quite simply ludicrous.  There is no other word
for it.  I have no hesitation whatever in naming Frank Angelino as the
greatest asset this community has on the RIOC Board of Directors.  His
long history of community service in New York City is both remarkable
and impeccable, and I challenge Dick Lutz directly to produce any shred
whatever of any evidence to the contrary.

I don’t question that RIOC’s request to the Capital Planning and De-
velopment Committee was precipitous.  They said so, and we all know
that it derived from the developers finding the sudden opportunity of a
customer for the first building.  The outcome of the ‘sense of the com-
mittee’ was not entirely clear, but that is exactly why it was put forward
in that form rather than as a vote or recommendation.  The article makes
no mention of the fact that the Minutes of the Board Meeting at which
the final resolution was voted upon state
clearly (through Angelino) that there
was time only for a sense of the com-
mittee, and that there was no vote or fi-
nal recommendation from the commit-
tee.

Nor do I question the potential value
of many of the suggestions made regard-
ing Southtown in the past few weeks.
The fact remains that there was ample
public access to the formal opportunity
to raise these issues at those points when
they were due to be considered over the
past three years.  It does no good to the
community to pretend we are wholly in
the right here, or that there are under-
handed motives on anyone’s part for
taking the course that has been taken so
far.  The committee is thoroughly quali-
fied to probe and resolve these late-arising issues to whatever extent
they can be resolved.  And it remains that this development, the develop-
ment of Southtown, is absolutely mandatory if we are ever to reach full
self-sufficiency and thereby, some form of self governance.

I firmly believe that the outcome that is in the best interest of the com-
munity will come through rational, and civil, negotiation, and that the
negotiation should continue that way right up until that point that we can
be thoroughly sure that rational negotiation has failed.

Without doubt, it is incumbent upon those of us who voice our views
on community in public, whether professionally or otherwise, to try our
best to uphold the spirit of community, real community, each time we
speak.  Surely I need to remember that as well as anyone else.  It’s way
past time for some genuine pacification of Roosevelt Island, let alone a
great deal more civility.

Surely we can and will continue to sometimes disagree amongst our-
selves, but disagreement needn’t mean war.  War solves nothing, and
I’m confident that Roosevelt Island isn’t going to become the first com-
munity that a war enhances rather than destroys.

As my old friend Pogo once memorably said, “We have seen the en-
emy, and it is us.”

First and last, it will be the community that saves or destroys Roosevelt
Island, not RIOC, and not the developers of Southtown, who, so far,
have given every evidence that it is in their own best interest as future
operators of these buildings do everything that they can to enhance this
community.

I really believe that simple good will can, in fact, generate magic, which
is the other inherent part of this holiday season.  And the simplest way I
can say so is to repeat what I wrote here two years ago:

I believe in magic.  I always have.  Of course, for eleven months of the
year, I keep it pretty much under wraps, and rely on a belief in all those
other more mundane virtues to inspire me to get things done.  Each De-
cember, though, out it pops, as if it were brand new.

I owe it to my mother, of course, as we all do.  I say, “We all do”,
because I firmly believe that somewhere, each of us still has that core
belief in magic, and that we all got it the same way, on the morning of
some other December 25th.

Oh, admittedly it gets dented and tarnished, sometimes almost eradi-
cated, and some of us undoubtedly believe we’ve routed it out for good,
but it’s still there.  It’s almost indestructible, thank goodness.  It’s what
saves us each time we think we’ve finally come to the ‘last straw’, and
we’ve all seen a few last straws in our lives.

See Stewart, page 10
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You Haven�t Got Time for the Pain!

Let LEXINGTON

CHIROPRACTIC ASSOCIATES

Make You A Painless Offer!
Dr. Darren K. Pollack Dr. John Calabria

With the combined healing benefits of
flotation, heat & massage, the
MASSAGE TIME PRO is used to help
treat:
Neck & Shoulder Pain • Muscle
Spasms & Sprains • Headaches &
Stress • Numbness • Back Pain •
Chronic Pain • Sports Injuries • Auto
Accidents • Workers Compensation

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health

Care, Aetna, Blue Cross, Blue Shield,
Guardian, Medicare, and many more!

Lexington
Chiropractic
Associates

133 E. 58th St., Suite 506
Between Lexington & Park Ave.

755-1515
and Empire State Building

350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1726

244-5280

FREE
� Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam

� Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art

MASSAGE TIME PRO

� Bottle of Multiple Vitamins

� CONTOUR Pillow

The Massage Time Pro

�All our entrees had our

group cheering...�
Gael Greene, New York Magazine

Lunch and Dinner
Monday-Saturday

Happy Hour 4-6 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC
Friday & Saturday evenings

No cover, no minimum

217 East 59th Street
btwn. 2nd & 3rd Aves

212 751-5557212 751-5557212 751-5557212 751-5557212 751-5557

Catering at our place or yours
Take-out AvailableTake-out AvailableTake-out AvailableTake-out AvailableTake-out Available

Steps from the TramwaySteps from the TramwaySteps from the TramwaySteps from the TramwaySteps from the Tramway

New Year�s
Eve
D.J.

Dancing
Unlimited Wine

Call for Details

722-0923

Montauk Credit Union
Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street

All of us at Montauk Credit Union
wish everyone

a Happy & Healthy New Year!

Join the Credit Union today!!!
Call us at (212) 643-3900

or stop by for details on how to become a member!

ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
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Roosevelt Island

Bakery
Thanking you for your

patronage during these years,

and extending our best wishes

for health, happiness and

prosperity during the

millenium year.

We anticipate serving you with

the highest quality products.

In this regard we are offering

a discount of $3.00 on any

millenium cake.

Offer good December 23-31

546 1/2 Main Street

702-8883

Happy New Year

Roosevelt Island

Julie�s Sports Cafe
Invites You to Its 3rd Annual

New Year�s

Eve Party
$30 per couple / $20 per person
includes:
� Champagne toast at the bells
� DJ all night (wide selection of music)
� Menu:  Choice of

� Rib Roast
� Stuffed Chicken Breast
� Seafood Pasta

Includes salad & steamed vegetables

Please buy tickets in advance at
Julie�s Sports CafeJulie�s Sports CafeJulie�s Sports CafeJulie�s Sports CafeJulie�s Sports Cafe

513 Main Street

308-0236

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS SERVICE

At the Church of the Good Shepherd

Sunday, December 19, at 8:00 p.m.
Main Chapel (543 Main Street)

Join your friends and neighbors for this wonderful service that celebrates

our Lord Jesus Christ�s birth and our redemption in Him.

Our expanded Choir will present special musical selections;

all will join in singing joyous Christmas hymns.

And don�t forget�

�  Morning Worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.,

Main Chapel, led by our Interim Vicar The Rev. Curtis W. Hart

�  The Island�s only Sunday School; classes for all ages.

Donuts and milk at 8:30 a.m.; classes start at 8:45

�  Teen and pre-teen venture Groups immediately after

the Sunday morning worship service at 11:00 a.m. Free pizza and soda.

�  Bible Fellowship Tuesdays at 8:00 p.m.

Oval Room. Free bible for regular participants, no obligation
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JAY’S SEA WORLD

FISHMARKET
530 Main Street • Roosevelt Island

(212) 935-1702

Fresh Seafood Delivered Daily
• Lobster Tail
• Lobster Meat
• Crab Meat
• Snow Crab Legs
• Mussels
• Little Neck Clams
• Stuffed Clams
• Large, Medium, Jumbo Shrimp
• Extra Jumbo Shrimp
• Ready Cleaned Packaged Shrimp
• Seafood Mix
• Oyster
• Octopus
• Scallop

Mon-Sat, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays

TWIN CTWIN CTWIN CTWIN CTWIN CAR SERAR SERAR SERAR SERAR SERVICEVICEVICEVICEVICE
936-6666936-6666936-6666936-6666936-6666

We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

Season’s Greetings

Mount Tom
Day Camp

For Boys & Girls 3-13

Just minutes away to a safe and wonderful experience!
We’ve been serving Manhattan children with excellence for

42 years

For discerning parents ... visit and compare

We are only 20-25 minutes from Roosevelt Island.
Direct and free transportation from Roosevelt Island to our

magnificent school/estate premises.

WE HAVE:  3 pools • animal farm • full tennis program
amphitheater • Japanese art • nature & ecology

music & drama • ballfields • hot lunch • gymnastics

renowned professional staff

Selecting a summer program for your child is one
of the most important decisions you will make as

a parent.  There is a difference.

Call or Write

(914) 636-8130
48 Mount Tom Road, New Rochelle, NY 10805

752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

’Tis the Season
The staff and management of Trellis

thank you for your patronage and

kindnesses over the past year, and wish

you the best of this holiday season.

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778
571 Main Street571 Main Street571 Main Street571 Main Street571 Main Street

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners
Best Wishes

for a Joyous

Holiday Season



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Dec. 18, 1999 • 7

Catholic Faith Community
St. Frances Cabrini Parish

Christmas Schedule

Midnight Mass Dec. 24
10 p.m. - Good Shepherd

Christmas Day, Dec. 25
8:30 Cabrini Chapel
11:15 Good Shepherd

Sunday, Dec. 26
8:30 Cabrini Chapel
11:15 Good Shepherd
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Still a few openings for 3-4-year-olds

M&D Deli
Happy Holidays

A Happy & Healthy New Year
579 Main Street

838-3964
Free Delivery

Season’s Greetings to
Everyone from all of us at

Our next classes start up again
in early January

Call for information:

371-4449

A healthy and

happy holiday

season to all

Roosevelt Island

residents

Lawrence M. Itskowitch, D.D.S.
Quality Dentistry for Adults & Children

On Roosevelt Island
501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722/23

WE ARE ONE VARIETY
Original Perfumes & Colognes � Leather Bags

Oils � Toiletries � Creams & Lotions � Toys

Imported Arts & Crafts � Gift Clock & Pen Sets

�Pokemon is in the house�

599 Main Street, Suite 3 (Rear)
(Next to Grog Shop)

Owned by Roosevelt Island resident

Irving Anderson

212 702-0767
Mon-Fri 11:00-9:00 � Sat 9:00-6:00

All major credit cards accepted

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214free initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultation
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Best wishes for the Holidays
and a Happy New Year

from all of us at

and

Roosevelt Island Associates Inc.

from

Rose Associates, Inc.

Managing Agent for
Rivercross Tenants’ Corp.
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SEASON�S GREETINGS

to all of our clients and neighbors

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON GIVE A FINANCIAL GIFTTHIS HOLIDAY SEASON GIVE A FINANCIAL GIFTTHIS HOLIDAY SEASON GIVE A FINANCIAL GIFTTHIS HOLIDAY SEASON GIVE A FINANCIAL GIFTTHIS HOLIDAY SEASON GIVE A FINANCIAL GIFT

Pre-paid Tax Preparation Gift CertificatesTax Preparation Gift CertificatesTax Preparation Gift CertificatesTax Preparation Gift CertificatesTax Preparation Gift Certificates � for 1999

tax preparation at 15% off of last year�s price.

Pre-paid Financial AdvicePre-paid Financial AdvicePre-paid Financial AdvicePre-paid Financial AdvicePre-paid Financial Advice � Gift Certificates � Advice

when you need it for less than cable TV.

Mutual Fund InvestmentsMutual Fund InvestmentsMutual Fund InvestmentsMutual Fund InvestmentsMutual Fund Investments make great gifts and you can

open an account with as little as $250.00.* � Your

grand-kids will appreciate this later in life.

Give yourself � an Apartment Renter�s insuranceApartment Renter�s insuranceApartment Renter�s insuranceApartment Renter�s insuranceApartment Renter�s insurance policy

� a gift of personal security.

Purchase up to $250,000 of life insurancelife insurancelife insurancelife insurancelife insurance, for your

loved ones, without providing evidence of medical

insurability.*

Accountable Financial Management CorporationAccountable Financial Management CorporationAccountable Financial Management CorporationAccountable Financial Management CorporationAccountable Financial Management Corporation

(212) 644-8231644-8231644-8231644-8231644-8231
599 Main Street � Roosevelt Island, NY  10044

*Special conditions apply.  For additional

information contact us at the number below.

Public Safety Blotter
November 16-30, 1999

11/18/99, Investigation, 532 Main Street,
Assistant Principal of PS 217 informed PSD
(Public Safety Department) officer of past
threat of slashing.  Mother and underage girl
had told him that boy had told the girl to slash
another girl.  Mother of threatened girl went
to Assistant Principal.  Matter will be inves-
tigated by Youth Officer at PSD.

11/19/99, Investigation, 576 Main Street,
Underage male informed officer he was
afraid to enter building, because new resi-
dent male was in stairwell with camera.  Of-
ficer escorted youth to resident, spoke with
father where he informed officer that on 11/
12 man had photographed his children and
had stated “he liked taking pictures of little
boys.”  Father requested a NYPD report.
NYPD officers & PSD officer rang male’s
doorbell with negative results.  PSD Youth
Officer will investigate further.

11/19/99, Burglary, 540 Main Street, Resi-
dent phoned PSD, stated his apartment had
been burglarized.  Officers responded, ob-
served apartment was burglarized.  Victim
& nurse left premises in morning, upon re-
turning was not able to open door, when he
succeeded, he noticed stereo, VCR, trans-
mitter, etc., were missing (valued at $3,500).
NYPD responded, prepared report.  Victim
was advised not to touch anything until evi-
dence unit could respond the next day.  Area
was searched with negative results.

11/19/99, Criminal Mischief, 560 Main
Street, Six underage youths were observed
by resident cracking a window with a chain.
Officers responded, brought them to PSD,
where reporter identified them.  Youths’
parents were advised & youths were re-
leased.  PSD Youth Officer will contact
youths.

11/20/99, Criminal Mischief, 560 Main
Street, Officer responded to scene, tenant
informed her she had heard glass shatter, but
there was no one in area when she opened
door.  Officer found double window shat-
tered.  RIHM (Roosevelt Island Housing
Management)  service notified.

11/20/99, Gas Leak, 555 Main Street,
RIHM Super phoned PSD for escort to scene
for report of gas leak.  They knocked on door,
no response, entered premises, there was

strong smell of gas, checked location with
negative results.  RIHM personnel discon-
nected stove, turned off gas.  Apartment se-
cured, note left for tenant.

11/20/99, Property Damage, 510 Main
Street, Resident phoned PSD, reported man
was at neighbor’s door attempting to enter.
PSD, NYPD officers responded, observed
male trying to enter apartment with keys, then
went down stairwell.  Male appeared intoxi-
cated, Sergeant ordered PSD officer to ap-
prehend him, transport him to PSD.  At PSD
office, man was identified as resident from
RIHM files & released.  RIHM super went
to victim’s apartment to repair door.

11/20/99, Unsecured Vehicle, 688 Main
Street, Officer noticed that driver’s side win-
dow of vehicle was open, investigated &
everything was in order.  M/G personnel
notified.  Window could not be closed, it was
a power window.

11/21/99, Burglary, 501 Main Street, Of-
ficer responded to report of broken window,
contacted office employee.  Officer noticed
door was not locked, which had been locked
by employee on Saturday.  NYPD responded
prepared report.  A search was conducted
with negative results.  Office inspected, four
laptops were missing, employee did not
know laptops’ value.

11/21/99, Investigation, 540 Main Street,
Resident phoned PSD, said unknown indi-
viduals were smoking marijuana in stairwell.
Officer responded, checked area with nega-
tive results.  Complainant informed officer
that every morning she smells marijuana in
her apartment.  Officer did notice slight smell
of marijuana in bathroom.  NYPD was re-
fused.

11/22/99, Criminal Mischief, 500 Main
Street, Underage youth informed officers
another youth had slapped him on face.  Of-

ficers searched area with negative results.
Victim was brought to PSD.  Other youth
was seen walking on Main Street, and stated
he had struck other boy because he had used
a racial slur.  Both youths’ parents were in-
formed of situation.  No injuries incurred.
Juvenile Report filled out.  Youths released
to guardians.

11/23/99, Criminal Mischief, 560 Main
Street, Resident complained to officer relat-
ing to an on-going harassment since mid-
1998, wherein garbage, condoms, etc. are
thrown into patio from overhead.  She stated
that the previous evening unknown person
had spit chewed food on patio door’s knob;
that husband had called PSD but had not re-
ceived response.  She wants the harassment
to cease.  Officer advised her the informa-

tion would be passed to RIHM.
11/23/99, Assault, 580 Main Street, Resi-

dent phoned PSD, stated her nephew was
punched in mouth by another resident youth,
who victim refused to fully identify.  Re-
porter requested NYPD, EMS.  EMT exam-
ined youth, stated stitches were not needed,
lip was only swollen, transportation to hos-
pital refused.

11/24/99, Unsecured Vehicle, 688 Main
Street, Officer noticed that driver’s side win-
dow of vehicle was open, was unable to se-
cured it, because it was electronic.  M/G
personnel notified.

11/24/99, Vehicle Accident, 686 Main
Street, While operating RIOC Bus, driver
stuck van that was illegally parked at scene
and which was obstructing driveway.  Of-
ficer requested Gristede’s personnel to re-
move refuse & wooden pallets from drive-
way, they semi-complied.  RIOC bus in-
curred minor damage, as did van.  No inju-
ries were incurred.

11/25/99, Fire, 536 Main Street, PSD of-
ficers responded to 536 Main for report of
fire.  Officer observed fire & smoke ema-
nating from window of apartment.  Sergeant
and officers evacuated all apartments on first
floor & above apartment on fire.  FDNY,
NYPD responded.  On 11/25 PSD Sergeant,
RIHM super accompanied resident of apart-
ment to remove some clothing, food, etc.  On
11/26 Fire Marshall responded, declared fire
to have been accidental.  Several surround-
ing apartments suffered water & smoke dam-
age.

11/29/99, Found Property, 531 Main
Street, Resident male entered PSD surren-
dered Chase deposit envelope containing
checks totaling $20,694.75 to be deposited
at Chase.  Officer notified doorman @
Rivercross, owner produced identification,
retrieved envelope at PSD, and signed for
property.

11/30/99, Vehicle Accident, 531 Main
Street, Anonymous person informed officer
of vehicle accident, they responded at scene.
Driver of second vehicle stated she was park-
ing same, when vehicle #1 struck her car.
Both vehicles incurred minor damage.  EMS,
NYPD refused by both parties.

The Farmers Market
wishes you and yours a

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday

Roosevelt IslandRoosevelt IslandRoosevelt IslandRoosevelt IslandRoosevelt Island
Corner ShopCorner ShopCorner ShopCorner ShopCorner Shop

(the card & gift shop)

Season�s Greetings
to all the residents of Roosevelt Islandto all the residents of Roosevelt Islandto all the residents of Roosevelt Islandto all the residents of Roosevelt Islandto all the residents of Roosevelt Island

Thanks for all your support.Thanks for all your support.Thanks for all your support.Thanks for all your support.Thanks for all your support.

563 Main Street
688-7928

Stewart from page 3
Today’s mothers amaze me.  Most of them

have jobs on top of the 24 hour a day job
they have to begin with.  Many, far too many,
are alone.  And yet, they still manage, some-
how, to create the miracle of Christmas
morning for another child, ensuring that yet
another generation will be blessed with the
knowledge of magic, true magic.

I don’t mean at all to disparage fathers in
all this, but mostly, if we admit it, we just
follow directions.  We know who’s in charge
of Christmas.

Maybe we all need to ‘mother’ our com-
munity a little more, even though it’s hard
sometimes to find the energy.  That’s what
mothers do.

I sincerely wish each of you the joy of the
magic of Christmas, and hope that, for at
least one moment, you are touched with the
memory of your own most magical personal
Christmas.  May each of us know love in
our own hearts, and may each of us be in-
spired to give of that love to others.www.nyc10044.com



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building

Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule

your first appointment

DO YOU SUFFER from BIPOLAR (manic-depressive) ILLNESS?  FREE expert
treatment is available for all phases of bipolar illness through innovative research
studies investigating new medication treatments.  All medications are FDA-approved
for other diseases, but show great promise in being effective in bipolar illness.  For
information, please call the Bipolar Research Center at The Payne Whitney Clinic
of New York-Presbyterian Hospital, (212) 746-5734.

MONTAUK CREDIT UNION - PART-TIME TELLER wanted, Monday-Friday,
approximately 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Duties include processing member
transactions, administrative work, customer service.  Experience welcome.
Advancement possibilities.  Please fax resume to Mike Turano at (212) 643-9877.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST – Island
resident Diana Brill.   Holiday gift certificate available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE – Dolores Green 223-4077.

CAT SITTER  AVAILABLE on RI – My home or yours.  (212) 223-0157

EXPERIENCED TUTOR for primary, secondary school students; adults returning
to or finishing school.  (212) 223-0157

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214.

Classified
only 50 cents a word 751-8214  only 50 cents a word

Sarah Johnson
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FOOTBALL  The Youth Program’s Flag Football League began its playoffs on De-
cember 11.  In the 11-13 Division, the Packers, who finished in first place during the regu-
lar season, defeated the Bears 20-13, while the Vikings upset the Lions 26-19.  In the first
game, the Lions fought back to tie the score at 19, but a Michael Chambers-to-Anthony
Pompey touchdown-pass on the last play of the game gave the Vikings the victory.  In the
second game, the Packers scored twice in the second half to open a 20-6 lead, before a late
TD by Pedro Valerio closed the gap.

In the 14-16 Division, the Dolphins won the first game, defeating the Patriots by a 22-25
score.  Alex Sheppard, Ernaldo Burgos, Terrence Moses and Jeffrey Rogiers led the Dol-
phins, while Mark Comrie, Nick Ortiz, Blas Loor, Vernon Jonas and John Mason starred
for the Patriots.  In the second game, the Colts prevailed over the Jets by a 27-18 score.  For
the Colts, Zach Russem threw TD passes to Tim Grant and Seth Kaufman, while Jonathan
Hudson ran for two scores and Josh Grimm tackled the Jets quarterback in the end zone for
a safety.  The Jets were led by the play of Kenny Hovi, Stephan Kroski and Richard Akowuah.

BASKETBALL  The Youth Program will be running a winter basketball league of
boys 14-16 on Friday evenings and a co-ed program for ages 11-13 on Saturday afternoons.
Anyone interested in playing should register at the Youth Center (506 Main Street, 935-3645)
and come to the PS/IS 217 gym on Friday evening, December 17 – ages 11-13 at 6:00 p.m.,
ages 14-16 at 8:00 p.m.

Katherine Teets Grimm,

M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Office Hours

Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. - 12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,

by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

718-392-7444

License #730671

Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service

Est. 1961 CHRIS TV
Repair Service Center

TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimates in Shop.
Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair

In-Home Service
All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

Development from page 1

Soccer was prominently mentioned during both the RIRA and RIOC meetings because
Marcus’ family and others have gathered signatures on a petition asking that the present
soccer field be retained (letter, page 2).  Their questions on the matter have generally been
rebuffed at RIOC Board meetings, with Ryan or others asking, “Where have you been for
two years?”

Ryan and the Chair of the RIOC Board, Steven Hicks of the State Department of Housing
and Community Renewal, also responded to questions from RIRA Common Council mem-
ber Ron Schuppert, who wanted to know about the sources of funds for extending infra-
structure (water, sewer, AVAC garbage removal, gas lines, and electric service) to the
Southtown buildings.  Schuppert suggested that funds the RIOC Board has now designated
for the infrastructure had previously been earmarked for landscaping Octagon Park.
Schuppert was promised further information on the matter from Ryan.  The night before, in
the RIRA meeting, Schuppert had told members of the Common Council, “The infrastruc-
ture costs are apparently coming from us.  I think [the developers] outwitted [Jerome] Blue
[Ryan’s predecessor as RIOC president] and Ryan is stuck with the plan and we are stuck
with the costs.”  Schuppert asserted that the funds designated for RIOC expenditures on
Southtown infrastructure, which came from the Department of Environmental Protection as
compensation for work on the water-tunnel construction area, were intended for use in
landscaping the water-tunnel area.

RIOC and the developers are about three-quarters of the way through a 120-day legal
window during which the action of the RIOC Board in approving their final designation can
be challenged in court by interested parties.
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