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by Joyce Mincheff
Funds originally earmarked for

construction of Octagon Park are
no longer earmarked for that pur-
pose.  The funds apparently will be
used, instead, to build infrastruc-
ture for Southtown.

The overall amount involved is
$3.4 million.

Diana Chapin, Deputy Commis-
sioner of the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP), con-
firmed to The WIRE that a Super-
seding Agreement signed last Fall
relieves the Roosevelt Island Op-
erating Corporation of an obliga-
tion to use the DEP funds to build
an “Octagonal ecological park” and
do related work in the Octagon/
Water Tunnel area.

RIOC President Robert Ryan
was asked about the agreement with
DEP at a meeting of the Roosevelt
Island Seniors Association (RISA)
last month.  He responded, “I don’t
know the figure that’s being used
for the park.  Nothing’s changed.
We were only going back and forth
to get money out of the DEP.”

To a subsequent query from The
WIRE, Ryan responded, “The
document signed September 30 es-
tablished a procedure to reimburse
RIOC for seawall damage.  This
document does not refer to
Southtown.”

The apparent reallocation of
funds is one of the points being
challenged in an Article 78 petition
against RIOC and DEP by
Roosevelt Islanders for Respon-
sible Southtown Development
(RIRSD).  The September 22 reso-

On a mostly-elected RIOC Board of Directors that would replace the
current Governor-appointed Board, how should residents be represented?

That question divided the Common Council of the Residents Associa-
tion (RIRA) Wednesday night, as it considered provisions of new self-
governance legislation drafted by Assemblymember Pete Grannis.  The
Council split, 12-11, in a non-binding straw vote on whether members of
a “RIOC2” Board should be elected building-by-building or Island-wide.

The straw vote was taken in preparation for advising Grannis and Sena-
tor Olga Mendez on the Common Council’s preferences.

The new Grannis bill departs from earlier versions of self-governance
legislation considered over the last two years by calling for a larger Board

of 13 members (15 with
Southtown)to oversee
management of the Is-
land, with seven resident
members elected build-
ing-by-building.  Two
more resident members
would be appointed by
the Mayor.  Two – the

President and First Vice President of RIRA – would serve on the RIOC2
Board by virtue of their election, Island-wide, to the Residents Associa-
tion positions.

Earlier versions of the legislation had called for all the elected resi-
dents on the Board to be elected Island-wide.

The split on the straw vote, which took two hours of the three-hour
Common Council meeting, is at the heart of a disagreement between
RIRA President Patrick Stewart and members of the Maple Tree Group
(MTG), which proposed the first version of the legislation introduced by
Grannis in 1998.  MTG wants all the residents elected to the Board to be
elected Island-wide without consideration of what building each candi-
date is from.  Stewart favors election of seven resident Board members
from individual buildings, with only the two top RIRA officers serving
on the RIOC2 Board by virtue of their Island-wide election to RIRA.

MTG also opposes automatic service by the RIRA President and First
Vice President, arguing that conflicts of interest would be likely for officers
serving on both bodies, that the dual role could be too demanding and say-
ing RIRA’s role as a watchdog over RIOC could be compromised.

The extended Common Council meeting went from orderly and polite
to near-chaotic Wednesday night, adjourning at 11:00 p.m. without con-
sidering other business.  A further meeting on the legislation is now sched-
uled for 8:30 Monday at Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

The disagreement aired Wednesday night also centers on the size of
the RIOC2 Board.  MTG favors the smallest Board size that will give
elected residents dominance, saying it will be more efficient and more
capable of reaching decisions.  Stewart favors a larger body, saying it
will better represent the Island’s diversity.

MTG members, several of whom serve on the RIRA Common Coun-
cil, cite the size of the Council and its lengthy decision-making process
as cumbersome and a demonstration of why a RIOC2 Board should be
as small as possible without relinquishing an elected resident majority.
MTG also maintains that Island-wide elections offer the best hope for

After Wednesday night’s RIRA
Common Council meeting, three
members (Linda Heimer, Joan
Christianson, Joyce Mincheff) worked
to resolve disagreements over a
proposed statement of position on
Southtown.  (The statement was issued
Thursday as a personal position paper
by Christianson and RIRA President
Patrick Stewart.  It appears on page 3.)
Meanwhile, Stewart and MTG Chair
David Bauer debated their differences
on the self-governance legislation the
Council had considered.

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com

By building, or Island-wide?

RIRA Splits on Electing
RIOC2 Board Members

The full text of Assemblymember Pete
Grannis’s revised legislation for Island self-
governance is printed, with explanatory
notes, as an insert supplement to this issue
of The WIRE.  It is also available on line,
with additional materials, on Website
NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com .

RIOC May Be Diverting Octagon Park
Funds For Southtown Infrastructure

lution approving Southtown that
was passed by the RIOC Board of
Directors provided that expendi-
tures over $725,000 for Southtown
infrastructure would not be under-
taken prior to receipt of the DEP
reimbursement; the Board’s reso-
lution apparently anticipated
completion of the agreement with
DEP to remove the earmarking of
the funds.

The original agreement between
DEP and RIOC provided “that in
lieu of the City making direct pay-
ment to RIOC... the City would
fund the following construction
contracts to be carried out by RIOC
as DEP’s contractor:  the restora-
tion of the DEP staging area site;
creation of an Octagonal Ecologi-
cal Park; and building a portion of
a proposed access road provided
that in no event shall the amount of
the construction contract between
RIOC and the City exceed the
Project Costs for the seawall and
promenade.”

In the Superseding Agreement,
the City and RIOC agree “that in
lieu of funding the construction
contracts... the City shall forthwith
remit to RIOC the principal amount
of $3,400,242.84 representing the
actual cost of the work performed
by RIOC on behalf of the City pur-
suant to audited invoices.”

Ryan has been quoted as telling
members of the community that
RIOC expects to spend about $1.4
million on the Octagon work pre-
scribed in the original agreement.

Tony Morenzi, an aide to
Assemblymember Pete Grannis,
commented, “We always suspected
they were getting the Southtown in-
frastructure money from Octagon
Park, but we couldn’t prove it.”

On Wednesday, The WIRE asked
RIOC and Ryan for further com-
ment.  On Thursday, RIOC staffer
Robert Antonek responded that
because the funds are one subject
of legal action, RIOC cannot com-
ment on the matter  at this time.

Ed Logue, Who Conceived
Roosevelt Island, Is Dead

African-American
Heritage Event Is
Slated Feb. 26

Housing Management is making
plans for a celebration of African-
American Heritage Month.  Hous-
ing Management’s Community Re-
lations office is seeking vendors
and volunteers, at 838-4747.

The free event is scheduled for
Saturday, February 26, at the Se-
nior Center, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
It’s based on the theme, “In Trib-
ute to Our Ancestors the Tradition
Continues.”  It will include a day-
long series of cultural performances
for children and adults, including a
marionette puppet show about
Harriet Tubman, face-painting
mask artistry, and a food court fea-
turing a varied menu of affordable
traditional Caribbean cuisine, with
home-made beverages by Chef
Raymond of “Down de Islands
Restaurant and Grill.”

The festivities will include poetry
reading, lectures, and live musical
performances, as well as an
Africentric cultural bazaar with
books, clothing/artwear, art,
handcrafted jewelry, and home de-
cor accents.

The U.S. Postal Service has des-
ignated the Senior Center, at 546
Main Street, a U.S. Postal Station
for the day.  Residents attending the
event can buy stamps and view a
pictorial exhibit of the African-
American Heritage stamp series.

The planned highlight, a five-
minute silent “Read-In Candlelight

by Sharon Bermon
Edward J. Logue, the urban plan-

ner whose dream of affordable hous-
ing for all catalyzed the transforma-
tion of Welfare Island to Roosevelt
Island, died January 27 in West
Tisbury, Massachusetts.  He was 78.
Logue was President of the New
York State Urban Development Cor-
poration from 1968 to 1975.

His concept for Roosevelt Island
– a fully integrated community
within the heart of New York City
with low, moderate and higher in-
come residents – has been widely
hailed as innovative and coura-
geous.  Kenneth T. Jackson, Pro-
fessor of History at Columbia Uni-
versity and editor of the Encyclo-
pedia of New York City called
Roosevelt Island  “one of Logue’s
greatest successes – turning a de-
caying, barren island into a thriv-
ing residential community.”  Jack-
son went on to say that the Island
has “won the endorsement of resi-
dents in the way that counts the
most: families are anxious to live
on Roosevelt Island.”

Logue came to New York after a
triumphant tenure as head of the Bos-
ton Redevelopment Authority.  Re-
cruited and given unusually wide
powers by Boston Mayor John F.
Collins, Logue changed the face of
modern Boston.  He was responsible
for building Government Center,
completing Prudential Center and,
arguably his most important project,
conceiving the Faneuil Hall/Quincy
Market Restoration.  Edgar J.
Driscoll, Jr., of the Boston Globe
characterized the waterfront project
as one of the best-known and most
widely-imitated community develop-
ment projects in the country.

In 1968, after running unsuccess-
fully for Mayor of Boston and a
year at the John F. Kennedy School
of Government, Logue came to
New York City to head the New
York State Urban Development
Corporation (UDC).  His eight
years at UDC were controversial

and he was sometimes compared to
Robert Moses, the builder and plan-
ner who was often accused of cre-
ating great projects without sensi-
tivity to community needs.  But
Kent Barwick, President of the Mu-
nicipal Art Society said Logue’s
“vision of Roosevelt Island was ex-
traordinary for his time.  Of course,

like anyone, Ed made mistakes, but
he had enormous courage, vision
and intelligence and was able to
galvanize people – elected offi-
cials, the general public and pro-
fessionals – on behalf of the re-
building of New York.  And he
believed in cities... he believed in
New York.”

Barwick went on to say, “Any-
one who ever worked for him
counted it as a great period in their
personal lives.”

In 1977 the Municipal Art Soci-
ety awarded a Certificate Of Merit
to the architects and developers of
Roosevelt Island, calling it “per-
haps the most delightful place for
living created in New York City in
this century.”  The certificate
thanked Edward J. Logue “for per-
sonally seizing this opportunity and
using all of his powers and skills to
realize the very best of what is pos-
sible in making cities.”

1967

See RIRA, page 6 See Heritage , page 7
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Letters Policy
Letters Policy:  The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to
the community, and to/from officials, and will consider publica-
tion on a Name Withheld basis, but the writer’s name, address,
and telephone number must be provided.  Preferred meth-
ods of submission:   PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk (any
wordprocessing software) left at 531 Main Street addressed to
The WIRE; by ASCII-text e-mail to mainstreetwire@rcn.com ;
or typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street, or faxed
to (212) 755-2540.  Clearly handwritten letters will be consid-
ered.  Call (212) 826-9055 for further information, but we can-
not take dictation of letters by telephone.  All letters are sub-
ject to editing for length and clarity.

Our Spiritual Ancestor...
Ed Logue’s passing last week removed one of a small band

of pioneers in housing, education and community planning.  He
probably received more citations of excellence in urban affairs
from the U.S. Conference of Mayors to architectural, univer-
sity and professional organizations than any of his contempo-
raries.  He was the leading advocate of the responsibility of
public policy to build affordable housing that the market had
forgotten.

He was, even at his height, a giant in urban innovation.
He was also a good friend as well as an unusually effective
leader in confronting the nation’s response to the urban crisis.
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Sr., first introduced me to him four
decades ago.  He was a successful young lawyer in Boston, but
had run across Lincoln Steffens’ Shame of the Cities, which at
the time I was preparing for a new edition.  That book was his
epiphany and gyroscope for his long, productive career that
took him to Boston, New York, New Haven, Philadelphia and
dozens of cities overseas.

Roosevelt Island was always closest to his heart and he
loved to bask in its international reputation as the most suc-
cessful “New Town” anywhere.  Present Islanders should ap-
preciate their paternity.  He kept abreast of the Island’s devel-
opment over the years until his death.  He considered Dr.
Jerome Blue’s autocratic behavior and the attempt to priva-
tize Rivercross as mindless contaminations of a wonderfully
successful experiment in affordable community living.

Richard C. Wade

...and Common Bonds
Ed Logue’s dream for this unique community is a reminder

of all we hold in common.  It’s food for thought at a time of
heightened activism and the natural conflicts that arise when
people take something like Roosevelt Island seriously.

Through all the rhetoric, all the angst, it’s renewing to re-
member:  He had a vision, and we live it daily.  All we do here,
in harmony overall, in conflict only on the details, celebrates
that vision.

DL

To the Editor:
I am writing to respond to several letters in the Janu-

ary 22 WIRE, and to clarify some issues.  Many seri-
ous problems now face this Island’s activists, and they
are accompanied by an unfortunately high degree of
misinformation and misunderstanding.

In his opposition to a WIRE editorial comment,
Larry Parnes cites a presentation made by one resi-
dent to the Capital Planning and Development Com-
mittee (CPDC) as evidence that the meetings were
open to public comment.  I was present at several of
these meetings where residents were allowed only to
observe - not to participate in any way.  If CPDC so-
licited public opinion at other times, as Parnes claims,
that doesn’t change the fact that CPDC was set up to
provide resident input to the RIOC Board — and then
the Board exceeded the scope of that advice, approv-
ing both the developers and their plan, even though
CPDC had been told they were not acting on the plan
itself.

Actually, The WIRE’s Island Observer column was
not criticizing CPDC, whose members should right-
fully be commended for the work they do.  Instead, it
took RIOC to task for misusing the  committee’s ad-
vice and using it as an endorsement to approve the
Southtown plan.

David Kraut’s letter goes into the history of the
“Nurses Residence Field” and cites maps he has seen
as evidence that this field was always intended to be
part of Southtown.  But maps prior to 1990, when the
Board of Estimate turned down a change from a six-
acre park to three acres, are moot.  Perhaps Kraut can
produce post-1990 maps that illustrate his point, but I
have not seen them.  In any case, a six-acre park is not
possible without the inclusion of at least part of the
playing field.  Thanks to the efforts of RIRSD
(Roosevelt Islanders for Responsible Southtown De-
velopment), a judge will determine whether the maps
sent with Dr. Blue’s RFP are valid and consistent with,
or supersede, the wording of the GDP.

In addition, “a new, larger and better-built soccer
field” at the southern end of Southtown is not a satis-
factory solution to the expressed wishes of many resi-
dents to preserve the current field, the reasons for
which are numerous and have been cited previously
in The WIRE.  (See especially Steve Marcus’s letter
to the editor, January 22.)

In her letter, Susan Waide cites conflicting legal opin-
ions regarding the 120-day window of opportunity to
bring legal action against RIOC and the need for “due
consideration” as justification for the RIRA Common
Council not supporting the efforts of RIRSD.  Kitty
Berman’s letter criticizes RIRSD for asking for RIRA
support without first determining whether the RIOC
Board vote on September 22 was a “final action.”

Of course, the Council has a right to support or not
support any group they choose, but those writers and
some other Common Council members missed the
point.  The fact that the RIOC Board vote might mark
the beginning of the four-month window for an Ar-
ticle 78 petition means action had to be taken within
that period to insure residents’ ability to challenge the
Southtown plan.  Filing a petition too late would have
the suit dismissed, a chance RIRSD was not willing
to take.  Additional deliberation and investigation
would not have led to a determination.  That’s the
province of the Court.

Ms. Waide goes on at length defending the need for
Southtown and accusing Steve and Nurit Marcus, who
started RIRSD and live in Rivercross, of self-interest.
RIRSD’s goal is not to eliminate Southtown but to
negotiate the best possible plan for the entire commu-
nity.  RIRSD supporters, who come from all building
complexes on the Island, obviously recognize the com-
munity-wide validity of our complaints and goals.

It is interesting to note that when the mini-school con-
version threatened views of Island House and Westview
residents, no one accused those residents of self-interest
when they asked for community support.  I and many
others lobbied on behalf of those residents, although we
would not have been affected directly.

Kitty Berman’s letter demonstrates her lack of un-
derstanding and contradictory positions on several
issues beyond the 120-day window.  She accuses Steve
Marcus and me of secrecy because we were reluctant
to divulge some details relating to RIRSD’s legal ac-
tion, yet she applauds that same caution when RIRA

withholds legal information.  She cannot understand
who the opposition is since “we all support
Southtown,” failing to recognize RIOC as the entity
to which we referred.

Ms. Berman has stated publicly on several occa-
sions that she cannot think of five residents compe-
tent enough to serve on the proposed “RIOC2” Board
when self-governance is achieved.  But at the Febru-
ary 2 RIRA meeting, she actually voted to increase
the number of elected representatives from seven to
eleven, more than double the five she cannot think of.

The last paragraph of her letter endorsed the votes
for Patrick Stewart and Joan Christianson, suggesting
that these individuals carry more weight by virtue of
their Island-wide election, as opposed to building rep-
resentatives on the Common Council, who are elected
only by their buildings.  Yet, in a straw vote taken at
the same RIRA meeting, she voted for continuing
building-by-building representation on the RIOC2
Board, choosing that over Island-wide elections for
these seats.

Ms. Berman also implies that my own membership
on several committees is a conflict of interest.  On the
contrary, the committees I belong to and my contri-
butions to each have been consistent with my pub-
licly-stated goals.  As Vice President for Government
Relations on the RIRA Common Council, I serve as
liaison to government officials and, with my fellow
Council members, try to represent and protect the in-
terests of the community.  We are indeed fortunate to
have such responsive elected officials.  They have
secured funds for Island organizations and have tried
to help us in many other ways.  But under the current
system of governance on Roosevelt Island, they are
very limited in their ability to effect change here.

That is why I became a founding member of the Maple
Tree Group (MTG).  MTG’s goal is to obtain true de-
mocracy for the Island through legislation.  Only when
we govern ourselves, like other communities throughout
the country, will we have a true voice in all issues affect-
ing our lives on this Island, including, most imperatively,
development.  Because the self-governance legislation
was stalled in Albany, partly due to opposition from some
Island factions, I helped to form the RIRA Legal Action
Defense Fund in order to assure protection against un-
wanted Island development.

Unfortunately, there was conflict from the very be-
ginning regarding when and how that committee
should raise funds, and what the scope of its interest
should be.  We resolved some of these issues but I
resigned from this committee when it became clear to
me that there would be reluctance to take action I
thought was necessary.  I became a member of the
RIRSD steering committee because I saw it as a way
to insure our right to eliminate unwanted aspects of
the Southtown plan before the 120-day window of
opportunity closed.

RIRSD proceeded without RIRA support to insure
preservation of residents’ right to challenge a flawed
Southtown plan.  RIRA now claims to have evidence
that will force RIOC compliance with the GDP, mak-
ing legal action unnecessary.  That would be an ideal
outcome because it would relieve RIRSD of a consid-
erable fund-raising effort, as well as the uncertainties
of legal action.  But because RIRA did not act within
the 120-day time frame, RIRSD’s action has effec-
tively made it impractical for the developers to break
ground, and therefore made it practical for RIRA to
mount its own legal challenge, should it ultimately
make a decision to do so.

Finally, conflicting opinions are inevitable and a
healthy part of any democratic process.  I realize those
named in this letter are all volunteers, with limited
time and energy to devote to many Island causes cry-
ing out for attention.  However, to use Ms. Berman’s
words, “wouldn’t the more intelligent, mature, sane,
and responsible course of action” be to do your home-
work and fully understand the issues before making
accusations, especially in a forum as open as a com-
munity newspaper?

Linda Heimer
Member, RIRA Common Council

To the Editor:
I’ve heard that the RIRA’s President (Patrick

Stewart) and Vice President (Joan Christianson) have
a “press release” on Southtown.  As a Common Coun-
cil member from Island House, I am distancing my-
self from this “press release”.  The press release was
first mentioned to the RIRA Common Council around
11 p.m. Wednesday night as members were packing
up to leave a late RIRA session.  The press release
was revised again at 3:00 a.m. and sent via e-mail to
Council members with a deadline:  “You must let us
[Patrick and Joan] know by 10:00 a.m. [today, Thurs-
day], if you cannot support this [press release].”  I am
writing this Thursday mid-day and the press release
has been revised one more time so that the President
and Vice President are signing it themselves, rather

See Letters , page 7
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Next week (through Feb. 28), Baseball Sign-Up, Youth Center.
Thur ., Feb. 10, 11:00 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  RIOC has

reinstituted its policy of asking members of the
public to register in advance if they wish to ad-
dress the Board.  Call 832-4540 to register.

Thur ., Feb. 10, 6:00 p.m., Annual Interna-
tional Din-
ner of PTA
in school caf-
eteria.  Infor-
mation:  980-
0294.

Fri ., Feb.
11 (and sub-

sequent Fridays), 7:00 p.m., Roosevelt Island Art
Association, live model sketch session, 546 Main
Street.  For information, call 921-5939.

Fri ., Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m., Poetry Reading by
Kitty Madeson from her book, Out of Love, Li-
brary.

Sat., Feb. 19, next issue of The Main Street
WIRE.  Deadlines:  Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
Feb. 11; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon.,
Feb. 14; bag materials due Feb. 16.  Future is-
sues:  Mar. 4, 18; Apr. 1, 15, 29; May 13, 27; June
10; July 1 (for July 4); Aug. 26; Sept. 9, 23; Oct. 7,
21; Nov. 4, 18; Dec. 2, 16; Jan 13, 2001; generally
every two weeks thereafter.  Advertisers wishing
to be included in unscheduled EXTRAEXTRAEXTRAEXTRAEXTRA editions,
without notice at the time, are invited to call
826-9055 to make their interest known.  Phone/
fax for news, (212) 826-9055/755-2540; urgent/
breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/fax for ad-
vertising inquiries, (212) 751-8214/755-2540;
phone/fax to list your Island organization’s event
here (no charge), 317-8523.

Sat., Feb. 26, all day, Black History Month
Celebration, sponsored by Housing Management.
Marilyn Engstler of Community Relations, at
838-4747, is seeking volunteers and ideas for this
event, which is to include entertainment, educa-
tional workshops, ethnic food, and more.

Wed., Mar . 8, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common
Council Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Wed., Apr . 5, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Coun-
cil Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Compiled by Claire Friedland – phone/fax 317-8523

At the Senior Center
Monday
9:15-10:15, Stay Well (Exercise)
9:30, Basic Computer Skills
10:00-11:00, English as 2nd Language (beg)
10:00-12:00, English as 2nd (intermediate)
12:45 Arts & Crafts
6:30, Line Dancing
Tuesday
10:00, Jazzercise
1:30, Games (RISA)
7:00, Korean English
Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well (Stretch)
10:00-11:00, English as 2nd Language (beg)
10:30-11:30, Creative Arts
11:00-12:00, English as 2nd (intermediate)
Thursday
10:00-11:00, T’ai Chi  (Feb. 17, 24)
12:30, Movie
Friday
9:15, Stay Well
10:00-11:00, Citizenship Class
10:30-11:30, Blood Pressure Screening
Saturday
7:30 p.m., Bingo (RISA) (Feb 5, 12, 19)

Special Events
Call in advance for details:  980-1888

Tue., Feb. 8, 12:30 p.m., VNS Service
Sun., Feb. 13, 2:00 p.m., Valentine’s Day Party

(tentative)
Mon., Feb. 14, 11-12:30, Metrocard Bus
Wed., Feb. 16, Atlantic City  (RISA trip)
Mon., Feb. 21, Closed (Presidents’ Day)
Tue., Feb. 22, 12:30 p.m., VNS Service
Fri., Feb. 25, 12:30, Birthday Party
Mon., Feb. 28, 11-12:30, Metrocard Bus
Sat, Feb. 26, 10-3, African American Bazaar

Fax or phone event information
to 317-8523.  Please provide a
phone number for follow-up.
There is no charge for listing
Island events here.

Barbara Holmes Wilson, an Island resident for over
two decades, died January 7 following a heart attack.
She was 65.

After getting a BA in English from Hunter College
in 1962, Barbara Wilson began her career as an En-
glish teacher.  She went on to get a master’s degree in
Education from New York University in 1968, and
later became an educational administrator.

She worked at Erasmus Hall, Prospect Heights, Cen-
tral Commercial and Norman Thomas High Schools and
the High School of Art and Design before being selected
to head the High School of Writing in 1985.  As Direc-
tor, she developed the program to its present position as
the only four-year developmental specialized writing
program in the New York City Public Schools.  She won
several awards for curriculum writing and arranging
workshops for teachers including an award in education
for being a “Visionary Woman” from the Mosaic Coun-
cil.  On the Island, she worked with the late Jessie
Rademaker to start and run the Young Adult League.

Mamie Thompson, an Island resident and longtime
friend and colleague of  Barbara described her as “a
very articulate individual with a commitment to fight
for what she thought to be right.”  One of her sisters,

Sandy Fox, said, “As the oldest of eleven children,
she was the best role model anyone could want to have.

She was the first one
in the family to go to
college and guided
everyone in the right
direction.  She was a
second mother to the
entire family.”  Jes-
sica Rademaker said
“Barbara was always
willing to lend a help-
ing hand, and always
guided me through
rough spots.”

Barbara is survived
by her mother, Cora,
her daughter, Laura,
her grandchildren,
Clara and Susana, her

sisters, Alice Holmes, Rose Holmes, Sandy Fox, Lydia
Holmes and her brothers, Mark, Paul and Michael
Holmes.

AS

Barbara H. Wilson

We take our responsibilities to the residents seriously. We cannot come
to you with half truths and exaggerations in the hope that you will sup-
port us now, and that eventually we may be proven right. We must re-
strict ourselves to operating on facts that we can demonstrate to be true.

As your representatives, we must be entirely sure of our facts before
we make either serious charges against others or approach you to sup-
port us, whether financially or otherwise.

The RIRA Planning Committee discov-
ered, and then confirmed, material facts
on the Southtown development regard-
ing parkland we believe will eventually
lead to a solution that the entire commu-
nity can support. The discovery of the
pertinent information that has led to our
position took place on January 5, 2000.
Much exhaustive effort has since gone
into verifying and supporting the facts
that we are told will eventually allow us
to succeed.

Until that discovery was made, no
group had made any verifiable claim that
the Southtown plan in any way violated the GDP, and no one had been
able to produce any evidence that the Southtown boundaries were differ-
ent than they had been when they were mapped many successive times
since 1969.

The Southtown maps that were given to the developers by RIOC have
been followed exactly in the plans they have presented to the commu-
nity.

The discussions that will now take place with RIOC will be handled
by RIRA’s legal representatives, de Forest & Duer, one of the most pres-
tigious land use firms in the country, and one that your contributions to
RIRA’s Legal Defense Fund have allowed us to afford.

As we have said to you in the past, we may have to come to you for
further support on this issue. We will make every effort to avoid any
cost, but we expect your quick support when we can justify the expense
to you. If and when RIOC refuses to comply with the GDP, and we must
go to court, the decision to do so will lie truly in your hands through the
needed contributions.

We have been advised by our lawyers not to disclose the details of our
claims until they are presented in detail, lawyer to lawyer, to those who
have the power to act on the information. Not only is this the responsible
way to proceed, it is the courteous way to proceed. It may lack the drama
of other methods, but it is also most likely to be the method that saves the
day.

For the record, the following points
represent RIRA’s position on Southtown
and Parkland. Only time will demon-
strate who is correct in this matter and
what will come of it, but there is every
indication that we will once again suc-
ceed.

a.  It is our premise that we cannot
knowingly permit violation of the Gen-
eral Development Plan (GDP) at any
time regarding the development of
Roosevelt Island, particularly as regards
encroachment onto land designated as
Open Space Parkland in the General
Development Plan.

b.  Separately, it is our position that we cannot support encroachment
onto land designated for development by the GDP, nor can we sue to
obtain such land for additional Open Space Parkland, other than those
areas so designated by the GDP.

c.  It continues to be our position that the development of Southtown is
imperative for the financial survival of Roosevelt Island, and we recog-
nize that the development itself is mandated by the GDP.

d.  It is our belief that the developers, Related Companies/Hudson
Company, complied with every guideline that they have been given by
RIOC.

e.  It is our position that there is clear and compelling evidence of
violation of the terms of the GDP on the part of RIOC.

f.  It is further our position that there is clear and compelling evidence
of our claim which has not been raised in any other suit.

g.  It is our position that we would prefer not to litigate this matter, but
we realize that RIRA will be compelled do so if RIOC does not comply
with the GDP.

h.  It is our position that we wish to proceed with responsible discussion
with the State to resolve any non-compliance in a manner designed to have
minimal and acceptable cost and time impact on the community, the devel-
opers, RIOC and the State and indeed all other interested parties.

i.  It is, and has always been, RIRA’s position that compliance with the
GDP is non-negotiable.

j.  It is our position that it is in the community’s interest to proceed
with these discussions since compliance with the GDP will result in a
greater area of Open Space Parkland than in the development as it is
now planned.

Patrick Stewart, President
Joan Brady Christianson, First Vice President

Roosevelt Island Residents Association

Patrick Stewart, President, and Joan Christianson, First Vice
President of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association, have
issued the following joint position statement on the proposed
Southtown development.  Stewart and Christianson expect the
RIRA Common Council to adopt the statement as the Council’s
formal position at a special Council meeting Monday at 8:30 p.m.

RIRA President & VP
Issue Position Paper on
Southtown Development

Post Office Gets Automatic Doors
by George Rubin

The Post Office has new doors.
New automatic entrance doors were installed

Saturday, and the inside doors on the right were
removed.  This makes the Post Office accessible
for those who are disabled.

Next to be installed will be two handicapped-
accessible counters, one for postal business and
another for writing.

The branch postal workers, Don Dionne,
Sylvia Pagan, Mike Hriscisce, and Ann
Widdoes, say they are happy with this new set-
up.  It took aggressive letter-writing to the U.S.
Postal authorities by postal worker Don Dionne
and the former Postal Manager Pete Fontana,
whose sister is disabled, to accomplish this
project.  They were also helped by Virginia
Granata, the head of RIDA, the Roosevelt Is-
land Disabled Association. Margery Rubin
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Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:  Aetna, Prudential,
USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

• We accept all major credit cards •

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 21 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

FAST,
EFFICIENT
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist

501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Don�t wait until the last minute.
Schedule your child�s camp

and school physical now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to chil-
dren and adults who are residents of Roosevelt

Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

It�s Tax SeasonIt�s Tax SeasonIt�s Tax SeasonIt�s Tax SeasonIt�s Tax Season
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL PRICINGEARLY BIRD SPECIAL PRICINGEARLY BIRD SPECIAL PRICINGEARLY BIRD SPECIAL PRICINGEARLY BIRD SPECIAL PRICING

Bring in your tax information for tax preparationBring in your tax information for tax preparationBring in your tax information for tax preparationBring in your tax information for tax preparationBring in your tax information for tax preparation
by February 29th and receive a 15% discountby February 29th and receive a 15% discountby February 29th and receive a 15% discountby February 29th and receive a 15% discountby February 29th and receive a 15% discount

off your preparation fee!off your preparation fee!off your preparation fee!off your preparation fee!off your preparation fee!

Accountable Financial Management Corp.Accountable Financial Management Corp.Accountable Financial Management Corp.Accountable Financial Management Corp.Accountable Financial Management Corp.
599 Main Street Roosevelt Island599 Main Street Roosevelt Island599 Main Street Roosevelt Island599 Main Street Roosevelt Island599 Main Street Roosevelt Island

(212) 644-8231  Fax 644-8231  Fax 644-8231  Fax 644-8231  Fax 644-8231  Fax (212) 644-0292644-0292644-0292644-0292644-0292
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. � Sat., 1-5 p.m.Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. � Sat., 1-5 p.m.Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. � Sat., 1-5 p.m.Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. � Sat., 1-5 p.m.Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. � Sat., 1-5 p.m.

ROOSEVELROOSEVELROOSEVELROOSEVELROOSEVELT ISLT ISLT ISLT ISLT ISLAND BEACON PROGRAMAND BEACON PROGRAMAND BEACON PROGRAMAND BEACON PROGRAMAND BEACON PROGRAM
645 Main Street � (212) 527-2505527-2505527-2505527-2505527-2505

Modern Jazz • Afro-Jazz • Latin Jazz

ADULT DANCE CLASS
Wednesday 6:00 PM � Saturday 12 noon

ALL CLASSES ARE FREE

Bernard Dove studied Modern Jazz and African Dance at the Ned Williams School of
Dance in New York City.  As a professional dancer, he has performed at numerous New
York City night clubs, dance concerts, as well as the famous Apollo Theater.  Mr. Dove is a
model, dance choreographer and an elaborately imaginative produce of �Fashion
Concerts� with emphasis on dance and song.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL:
(212) 527-2505 � (212) 935-3645 � (212) 223-3640

Join our Introduction to Preschool
Parent/Child Class for 2- and 3-year-olds
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30 to 11:00

February 29 to May 25
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A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account and
start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away

NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more

Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person

Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

Dr. Darren K. PollackDr. John Calabria

Combining floatation and heat, the MASSAGE TIME PRO treats:
Neck & Shoulder Pain • Muscle Spasms & Sprains •
Headaches & Stress • Numbness • Back Pain • Chronic Pain
• Sports Injuries • Auto Accidents • Workers Compensation

FREE

Lexington Chiropractic Associates
133 E. 58th St., Suite 506

Between Lexington & Park Ave.

755-1515
and 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1726

Empire State Building

244-5280
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health Care, Aetna,
Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Guardian, Medicare, and many more!

TRY OUR NEW CHIROPRACTIC TECHNIQUES ... THE MASSAGE TIME PRO

� Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam
� Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art

MASSAGE TIME PRO
� Bottle of Multiple Vitamins
� CONTOUR Pillow

while supplies last

Roosevelt Island
Bakery

COME AND ENJOY OUR DELICIOUS VALENTINE�S
DAY HEART CAKES AND PASTRIES

BRING THIS AD AND TAKE $1 OFF ANY CAKE OR
A POUND OF COOKIES.

OFFER VALID UNTIL FEB. 14.

546 1/2 Main Street

702-8883
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Live Piano

FREE
for Roosevelt Islanders

Fri & Sat eve
(Kitchen open till 1AM)

a free ride home from Favia on the Tram, that is

Italian Grill

Free Token!
Minimum $12 purchase, limit one per person.

Not to be combined with other offers.

60th Street & 2nd Avenue

Febru
ary

�s

FAVIA

by Anusha Shrivastava
At the tender age of eight, she was selling newspapers on

the steps of a subway stop in the Bronx.  She never went to
college because she was “a child of the Depression.”  She
once worked as a model for robes and negligees.  She orga-
nized art auctions and career workshops because she wanted
to “lead a pro-active life.”  A chance meeting with Eleanor
Roosevelt impressed her so much that she took to public
speaking for causes she deemed important.  She wrote her
first poem at the age of 56 and has since published several
anthologies and novels.

Kitty Madeson, an intriguing 72-year-old Island resident,
has many tales to tell.

Born in New York
City, Kitty describes
her childhood as “de-
lightful.”  “It was a
glorious time.  I later
wrote a set of 23 short
stories based on it.
I’m hoping to publish
them soon.  After I
married, my husband
and I moved to Wash-
ington, D.C., where
we raised three chil-
dren.  I was involved
in politics on a small
scale and believed we
could change the
world.  My husband
and I had the convic-
tion that it was pos-
sible to build a better

world but gradually my idealism faded away.  I realized that
governments are strong and politics restricts us more than
we can ever fathom.  With this burnt-out idealism came a
divorce.  My marriage of 21 years ended and I decided to do
things for myself.  I worked as a consultant on many projects
and supported myself.”

Kitty recounts that at the age of 50, she bumped into an
Australian sculptor at The Metropolitan Museum of Art.
“We discussed art and sundry other things.  Over time, he
convinced me to move to Australia and I did.  Our extraor-
dinary relationship went on and off over a period of three
years.  Life in Tasmania was very different from what I had
ever known.  I was meeting artists and craftsmen and breath-
ing the right air,” she chuckles.  “On the 11th of November,
1983, a day after my fifty-sixth birthday, I got news of the
death of a very dear friend.  I wrote my first poem soon
after, and then felt poetry oozing out of me.  By Christmas
that year, I had penned nearly ninety poems.”

Since then, she has written more than 500 poems, some of

Brick Oven Pizza
Items Grilled & Baked

Broiled SeafoodFresh Pasta$3 Draft Beer

which have been published in anthologies titled Out of Love
and Waiting in the Wings.  In Waiting in the Wings, she
writes:

Poems are strange creatures
they have such awkward features
they rhyme in metres
as in space
rather than in time.

Poems are like hoboes
who come to the back door
to ask for a piece of bread
but sit down to Sunday dinner instead.

The Out of Love collection came soon after her relation-
ship with the sculptor ended.  She now plans a novel about
it.  “I am calling it An Exchange of Gifts because that is
what the relationship really was.  It could not last because
we had unrealizable expectations and other commitments

but we did show each other a different way of life and brought
out the best in each other,” she says with a smile.

The romantic in her is gradually being overshadowed by
the pragmatist.  Holed up in a paper-filled apartment in
Eastwood, she types into her computer every day.  The book
closest to publication is a how-to manual on using one’s
home to gain Medicaid eligibility.  Another is a 44-page
reminder on how to take care of exposed body parts such
that one can age gracefully.

“My next project will be a book on parenting.  I think the
focus of that will be time-management.  Parents try to do
too much and do not enjoy their children anymore.”

“I have a long lifetime full of memories that can be con-
verted into stories.  I’m aiming for a lifestyle that consists of
writing a poem every day and working on all the projects filed
in the bottom drawer – film scripts, unedited poems and short
stories.  The trick in life is to make dreams into reality and that
is what I am trying to do.  I try to live every day so that it has
some meaning for myself – and hopefully for others.”

Thus this silver-haired poet and writer walks around the
Island turning over ideas in her head and putting them to
paper in the hope that one day, the world will see them in
print.  She sums herself up best in one of her many poems -
“I have no other choice but to be the woman I am.”

RIRA from page 1

Kitty Madeson will be reading her
poems at the Library Friday, February
18, at 6:30 p.m.

Islanders:

Poet Madeson to Appear at Library

getting the Island’s best talent on a Board overseeing pro-
fessionally-qualified management of the Island.  Stewart and
those who support his position see that approach as border-
ing, at least, on “elitist.”

The indecisive straw vote Wednesday night leaves the
matter open.  Stewart and MTG members are scheduled to
meet with Mendez and Grannis within the next two weeks
to work toward a form of the legislation both officials feel
can be passed by the Democrat-controlled State Assembly
and the Republican-controlled State Senate, then signed into
law by Republican Governor George Pataki.  The RIRA
Council meeting adjourned with a number of matters re-
maining to be hammered out as a unified RIRA position
prior to the session with Grannis and Mendez.

Under the Grannis proposal now on the table, the RIOC2
Board would consist of 13 members.  Two would be appointed
by the Mayor; The State Director of the Budget and the Com-
missioner of DHCR would serve by virtue of their State posi-
tions; the President and First Vice President of RIRA would
serve by virtue of their positions; seven would be elected from
buildings – two from Eastwood, two from Manhattan Park,
and one each from Island House, Westview, and Rivercross.
Two would be added for Southtown buildings.

Stewart has proposed a multi-step process for consider-
ation of the provisions in the new bill, possibly culminating
in an Island-wide referendum as late as November, 2000.
Maple Tree Group members contend that a November, 1998,
vote in which 92% of those casting ballots on the issue fa-
vored self-governance, is an unequivocal mandate, and wants
earlier action on the legislation.

Other issues divide Stewart and MTG, but most are mi-
nor compared to the question of how elected resident repre-
sentatives should be chosen.

In another vote, members of the Common Council unani-
mously favored changing the proposed legislation to put elec-
tions of the RIOC2 Board members in even-numbered years
rather than odd-numbered years, when a lower turn-out
would be likely.

The Council’s preference as to length of Board member
terms remained undecided.  Some favor two-year terms, see-
ing four-year service as possibly too long a commitment for
some residents; others favor continuity on the Board by stag-
gering elections so that only half the elected members would
be chosen every two years.



Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

32B-J Members

Dr. Resnick is on the
panel of the Building

Services Health Fund.
Call the Fund at (212)
388-3900 to schedule

your first appointment
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LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST – Island
resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificates available.   (212) 759-9042

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020

POSITION WANTED – HOME HEALTH AIDE  – Experienced in care of older
persons.  Flexible hours.  Some housekeeping.  Island references.  Beeper #
917 348-5486.

CERTIFIED, EXPERIENCED PS217 TEACHER available for private tutoring (K-
8).  (212) 702-9839

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  – Dolores Green 223-4077.

CAT SITTER  AVAILABLE on RI –  My home or yours.  (212) 223-0157

EXPERIENCED TUTOR for primary, secondary school students; adults returning
to or finishing school.  (212) 223-0157

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

EXPERT PAINTER – Island references, 751-8214

Classified
only 50 cents a word 751-8214  only 50 cents a word

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214free initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultationfree initial consultation

718-392-7444

License #730671
Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service
Est. 1961 CHRIS TV

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimates in Shop.
Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair

In-Home Service
All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

BASKETBALL  The Youth Program’s Basketball League has completed its fourth
week of games and the Celtics in the 14-16 Division and the Bulls in the 11-13 Division
remain undefeated.

14-16 Division
Celtics (Yellow) 4 - 0
Lakers (Purple) 3 - 1
Knicks (White) 1 - 3
Timberwolves (Black) 0 - 4

In the 14 -16 Division, the leading scorers are Charles McCoy and Marcus Moore for the
Celtics, Alex Sheppard and Vernon Jonas for the Lakers, Steven Parades and Chris Coleman
for the Knicks, and Jason Burnette and Devon Epps for the Timberwolves.

In the 11-13 Division, the leading scorers are Moniz Sampaio, Eric Hagan and Priscilla
Twum for the Bulls, Deshawn Pearson, Keith Summers and Fabian Medina for the Kings,
Joel Arroyo and Fode Bah for the Lakers, and Anthony Simmons and Jose Marte for the
Knicks.

BASEBALL  Sign-ups for baseball will begin next week at the Youth Center and only
will be open only until February 28th.

JULIE�S SPORTS CAFE
To All Lovers:

Would you like to join us for Romantic Music and a
free gift and free hors d�oeuvres?

Champagne available
Sat., Feb. 12 - Starting at 7:00

513 Main Street

308-0236

11-13 Division
Bulls (White) 4 - 0
Kings (Black) 2 - 2
Lakers (Yellow) 2 - 2
Knicks (Purple) 0 - 4

than representing it as RIRA policy.  Hon-
estly, the RIRA Common Council hasn’t
given much thought to the release in the
past 13 hours, nor could it have.

The RIRA President and Vice President
could better serve Commmon Council
members and residents, as well, if they
didn’t “railroad” proposals like this one.
For example, this proposal misleads read-
ers (and RIRA Common Council members)
to believe that RIRA might actually nego-
tiate “GDP [General Development Plan]
non-compliance issues” — a shorthand for
“changes to the GDP” that will be negoti-
ated by a small few in a closed forum.  And
the RIRA Vice President has already asked
the Council for permission to negotiate
“secret” agreements that can’t even be
shared with us Council members!  Like-
wise, if RIRA is supportive of enforcing
the GDP and potential litigation, then why
didn’t it support the highly motivated and
well-funded RIRSD activities rather than
forcing them to go off on their own?

I have been a Common Council member
for almost four years and I am very sup-
portive of RIRA activities.  I just wish we
could spend more time building real con-
sensus in an open forum (rather than mid-
night railroading with limited discussion)
and make RIRA a forum where residents
can bring their concerns (rather than cre-
ating new organizations with overlapping
membership, such as the Maple Tree
Group and RIRSD).  The “press release”
you will be reading could have been cor-
rected, refined, and polished to the liking
of a majority of Common Council mem-
bers, but it has been rushed, it skips over
the process, and it has many flaws... all to
make a publishing deadline for The WIRE?

Frank Farance
Member, RIRA Common Council

Workshop” to promote literacy and appre-
ciation of diverse African-American litera-
ture, will symbolize the legacy of the early
African-Americans who secretly taught
themselves to read by candlelight.

The workshop will conclude with an in-
teractive discussion of Lewis Latimer, an
African-American whose contributions led
to the approval of Alexander Graham Bell’s
patent application for the telephone.
Latimer’s interest in electricity resulted in
the invention of a process for making a car-
bon filament for the Thomas Edison light
bulb.  The process doubled the life of the
bulb.

The event is sponsored jointly by
Roosevelt Island Housing Management,
Rivercross Tenants Corporation, Manhattan
Park management, and is presented in coor-
dination with the Collective Artists’ Expo.
RISA, the Roosevelt Island Seniors Asso-
ciation, will host.

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters from page 2

Heritage from page 1

Coler Patient Found
Dead Wednesday in
Octagon Washroom

Police at the 114th Precinct received an
anonymous call late Wednesday evening that
an unconscious male was lying in a public
lavatory near the Octagon Soccer Field.
Police reached the scene at 9:25 and pro-
nounced the man dead.

The 30-year-old Hispanic male was a pa-
tient at Coler Hospital.  No weapons were
discovered at the scene and no arrests have
been made.  The cause of death is yet to be
determined.

The Hospital has refused to comment on
the case.
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752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

Too Cold to Amble?
That’s OK.  We deliver.

Of course, we much prefer to see
your face among friends at Trellis,
the crossroads of the community.
But when it’s just too bitter out

there to venture into the teeth of the
wind, we’ll do it for you.  While you

warm up, we’ll bring you dinner.
But when it’s warmer...

Come on by.
Good food, good friends, good coffee.

JAY’S SEA WORLD
FISHMARKET

530 Main Street • Roosevelt Island

(212) 935-1702
Japanese Sushi
• Veggie Roll Combo $5.99
• California Roll $3.99
• Tuna Roll $5.99
• Tuna Combo $5.99
• House Moriawase $5.99
• Super (Sushi Combo) $8.99
• Veggie Tempura $1.99

Fresh Sushi Delivered Every Day!

• Live Lobster
• Snow Crab Legs
• Sea Food Mix

Ready to Eat (Microwave)
• Cajun Marinated Catfish
• Lemon Pepper Marinated Catfish
• Salmon Teriyaki

Mon-Sat, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays

The Thrift Shop
486-8958

Think of us as your
Roosevelt Island

factory outlet store

Roosevelt Island’s own
little mini-mall of
fantastic bargains

520 Main Street
Monday-Friday 12-7:30

Saturday 10-7:30

The Thrift Shop
122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016


