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Residents Association Attorney Jeff Glen was decidedly upbeat in a Tuesday
night presentation to the Common Council, saying he believes current cases
lodged by RIRSD and Robert Chira can be the basis for getting rulings that all
Island development must conform squarely to the General Development Plan
and the Lease under which New York State controls Roosevelt Island.

RIRA Joins Southtown Cases
To Seek Favorable GDP Ruling

RIRA is going to court on
Southtown.

Asanintervenor inacurrent case
against RIOC’ splan, the Residents
Association will focus on the
Isdand’ s General Development Plan
(GDP). The goal isto present the
strongest possible arguments for
the GDP as ruling doctrine in all
Island development. Thelegal rea-
soning is that decisions in the
Southtown cases are likely to pro-
duce precedent for further Island
development.

In a presentation to a special
meeting of the RIRA Common
Council Tuesday night, Attorney
Jeffrey Glen, whose firm ison re-
tainer to RIRA on development
meatters, said, “ RIRA wantsto make
abroader presentation on the gen-
eral issue of compliance with the
General Development Plan and the
Lease.” He added, “My personal
view isthat when you have articu-
late and well-presented positions
by the original petitioners, coupled
withintervention by abroad-based
organization, thereisapsychol ogi-
cal advantagethat isgained by hav-
ing the positions presented in both
thoseways.”

The original petitioners are
Roosevelt Islanders for Respon-
sible Southtown Development
(RIRSD), headed by Rivercross
resident Steve Marcus (letter, page

RIRA Council Condemns Racial Profiling

TheRIRA Common Council condemned racia pro-
filing at its March 8 meeting, calling it contrary to

Roosevelt Island’ s founding principles.

Unanimously passing a resolution proposed by
former RIRA President Nneka Pope, the Common
Council responded to Pope's argument that “racial
profiling is not marginalized just to the New Jersey

Turnpike.”

“If you did not know that before Amadou Diallo,”
she said, “you know it now.” Dialo is the 22-year-
old man who waskilled in ahail of NYPD bullets by
officerswho said they thought he had drawn a gun.

Text of the resolution:
Whereas Roosevelt Island was founded on the

premise of racial tolerance and racial co-existence;

Whereas Roosevelt Island is an ethnically, socially
and economically diverse community;

Whereas the Roosevelt Island Residents Associa-
tion (RIRA) represents all residents;

Whereasracial profiling isin direct contradiction

Be It Resolved:

to the tenets of Roosevelt Island;

RIRA condemns the practice of ra-

cial profiling by all federal, state, city agencies and
departments that receive tax monies.

2) and the Alternative Southtown
Design Committee, headed by and
represented by Attorney Robert
Chira, another

dant” petitioner and not allow its
addition to the case.

Finally, acting as an intervenor
preserves

Rivercrossresi- RIRA’s option
dent. RIOC Board of switching
Glen told the . . sides in effect,
Common Coun- N|ght SeSS|On in an appedl, if
cil that theexist- The RIOC Board of Direc- RIOC offers
ing suitshavean tors has an eveni ng meeti ng settlement that
emphasisdiffer- | scheduled Thursday, April 13, | satisfies RIRA,
ent from what at 7:00 p.m. but not Chiraor
hewill arguefor RIRSD.
RIRA. “One of Major por-

them emphasizes... view corridors
and other claimsof failureto be ap-
propriate within the general design
confines of the[General] Devel op-
ment Plan... Theother emphasizes
environmental claims, but both of
them raise the issue that RIRA is
raising, which is that the plan, as
approved, violatesthe General De-
velopment Plan and the Ground
Lease.”

Glen told the Common Council
that seeking to
join an existing
case as an “in-
tervenor” rather
than as a co-pe-
titioner (the
equivalent of
co-plaintiff) is
RIRA’s best
available course
of action, for
several reasons.
One is that be-
cause RIRA let
a deadline pass
without acting,
RIOC might
have grounds for keeping it out of
the case. A second is that RIRA
gains separate rights of appeal
which it may want to exerciseif a
decision in the cases satisfies the
existing petitioners but stops short
of a definitive ruling on the abso-
lute control of the GDP over Island
development. A third is that the
judge might see RIRA asa*“redun-

tions of Glen's presentation are
available on Website NYC10044 at
www.nyc10044.com.

Immediately after Glen’ spresen-
tation, the Common Council voted
fundsfor the legal effort.

Glen told the Common Council
before it voted that a RIRA pres-
enceinthe casewith afocusonthe
GDPwouldincrease the chances of
a decision on the ruling authority
of the General Development Plan.

“If we'reright, and | believeweare,
| think thejudgewill determinethat
you cannot build developments on
thislsland that are not permitted by
the GDP and the Ground Lease,
without changing the Lease... Itis
terribly important for RIRA when
we get to the Southpoint litigation
that’ s coming down the pike some

See RIRA, page 7

Coming On: Roosevelt Island’s Third Generation

by Anusha Shrivastava

“We used to call it ‘The Rock’ and we couldn’'t wait to
move away,” grins Chris Enock, talking about the Island.
Sitting in his Manhattan Park apartment, this 35-year-old
first came to Roosevelt Island in 1975 when his parents
moved into Rivercross. “I guessthe grassisalwaysgreener
on the other side, for we felt we were not quite from New
York City. It waslike being from the suburbs. We wanted
toleavethe nest and never come back.” However, like many

others who spent a substantial portion of
their childhood on the Island, Chris moved
away for afew years and then came right
back. “Wedecided to live herefor the same
reasons that my parents thought of when
moving here. Thelsland isaffordable, itis
agreat placefor kidsto grow upanditisan
alternativeto living in the City,” he says.
His contemporary, Olya Turcihin Stern,
says she moved back after she had her first
child. “I had lived here sincel wasthirteen
yearsold. | moved out when | went to col-
legein Binghamton and then lived for afew
yearsin New Jersey. It wassolonely there,
soisolating. When Aylawasbornin 1996,
| decided to move back because | knew that
| wanted to live in a community. | joined
the Mother and Baby Group and that saved
my life. | came back for the community.”
The same yearning for community life

brought Justine Selekman back, too. “1 came back because
of my memories of the Island, the safety, the sense of secu-
rity and the family atmosphere,” saysshe. “l was still in a
carriage when my parents moved herein 1976. They were
among the first residents here. One of my first memories of
the placeisof playing in Blackwell Park, roller-skating, and
the Little League. | wasin atumbling classin Island Kids.
Now, my seven-month-old son, Ryan, attends the Mother
and Baby Group with me and will probably join the tum-
bling classnext year. From achild’ s per-
spective, thisis a great place to be. He
will get the same sense of atight-knit com-

munity that | had.”

It also helpsthat her parentslive across

lina. He now worksfor Salomon Smith Barney in midtown
and says he has absolutely no incentive to move out. His
wife Kristi agrees, saying, “Thisis abig family place, we
arein agreat apartment and it is very safe.”

Not everyone is back to raise kids here, though. Phoebe
Flynn lived here between the ages of four and 14. At the
time, she was sent to Ireland to a Quaker boarding school

See Generations, page 6

L

Islander Nikki Leopold, age 6...

thestreet from her. Justineisabletowork
twice a week with developmentally-de-
layed children at the 92nd Street Y. “My
mother takes care of Ryan while | am
gone. Itisabighelp. Sheisan excellent
support and was a deciding factor when
we moved back from Brooklyn,” admits
Justine. Also, the housekeeper who
helped raise Justineisstill around to lend
ahand for Ryan.

“1 knew the place, my Mum had space
in her apartment and thisis a great envi-
ronment for Desmond to grow upin,” says
Justin Towey, who moved off the Island
when he went to college in South Caro-

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com

...and today, with husband Rick and their third-generation Islander
daughters — Emily, 3; Rachel, 8; Elana, 9
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Pages of Thought and Opinion

A Link-Up on Southtown

RIRA and other community groups with an interest in
Southtown are finally acting in concert. Well, sort of acting in
concert, if not yet in perfect synch or charmed harmony.

What’s happened, as we reported on page 1last WIRE, and
as Attorney Jeff Glen relates in this issue’s lead story, is that
RIOC has turned down RIRA’s performance as good cop oppo-
site RIRSD’s bad cop. RIOC is refusing to budge, sticking by
its approval of a plan for Southtown that appears to encroach
on the six acres of park which the General Development Plan
(GDP) says must lie between the existing buildings of
Northtown and the new development.

If you’ve ever been involved in a zoning fight, you know
how important this can be. The GDP is Roosevelt Island’s zon-
ing, presumably the final word on what can be put where. Is-
land pioneer Shirley Margolin has called it our “constitution,”
and that’s on the money if you're concerned with preserving
the Island as a special place where City-dwellers can breathe
the good air of open spaces and genuine community.

So when RIOC cuts corners, as it appears to have done in
arbitrarily shrinking Blackwell Park, it’s no small matter.

While RIRA was trying on its good cop costume, of course,
others had to do the heavy lifting. Robert Chira filed an Ar-
ticle 78 action challenging RIOC’s decision. So did Roosevelt
Islanders for Responsible Southtown Development (RIRSD).
In a fog of inaction, perhaps, or maybe deliberately, RIRA let a
deadline pass, leaving RIRSD and Chira to preserve residents’
rights, so that now, RIRA can take action as an intervenor.

Paradoxically, that’s produced some good news.

But there’s also bad news.

The good news is that RIRA’s attorney, Jeff Glen, has de-
vised a strategy that could ride one of these cases to a broader
long-term protection of residents’ interests, perhaps — if the
judge sees it his way — producing a ruling, or negotiated solu-
tion, in which the authority of the GDP is recognized as some-
thing more than a so-called loose collection of ideas, which is
how RIOC prefers to view it.

The bad news? Well, it means that while RIRSD is spend-
ing thousands of dollars fighting this case, and Robert Chira is
putting in an equivalent amount of legal time (or more), RIRA
is also spending thousands on Jeff Glen’s time.

A very conservative estimate puts residents’ committed or
expended costs at well over $30,000 already, and mounting fast.

RIRA has worked out a deal under which it won’t need ad-
ditional legal money immediately. Chira will eventually need
support, but being a lawyer who can buy his own time whole-
sale, he’s covered for the moment.

RIRSD isn’t. It’s found ways to pay the bills so far, prima-
rily through the generosity and committed involvement of the
hundred-plus Islanders who’ve seen the importance of this mat-
ter and have put money into the cause of an environmentally
sensible Southtown, with continued existence of the commu-
nity greensward, the soccer/baseball field. But more money
will be needed, and needed soon. We can hope RIRSD will find
ways to raise it, or we can rally to the organization’s support
with contributions.

Montauk Credit Union is receiving funds for RIRSD — and
if you're not already a member of the Credit Union, dropping
off your contribution is an easy way to get to know the folks
there, who also have a banking deal that’s hard to resist.
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Tothe Editor:

How sweet it would be if we
could piggyback onto these Island
law suits one which would relieve
us of the burden of being the step-
children of New Y ork State.

Barbara Potts

Tothe Editor:
Gristede’sisdoingit to usagain
(or did it never stop?). Surprise,
surprise. After recently buying
there a pricey one-pound bag of
coffee beans only to read later the
magic words on the bottom, “Use
by 07/01/99,” the Manager denied
knowledge, stating in all hisyears
with the company, he had never
seen anything out of date. Sure.
And when products at Gristede's/
Sloan’ sinthe City hit the over-the-
hill dates, to where do you suppose
they’re trucked? Same applies to
fruitsand vegetablesat theeleventh
hour before turning bad. | have
contacted the Board of Health con-
cerning this entire unhealthy prac-
tice. So watch for no-good dates
on what you buy and complain to
the Health Department. Enough of
these could reorient the thinking of
Gristede’ s brass.
NameWithheld

TotheEditor:

Atlast, after 20 years, I’ vefound
aflawinTheWIRE. Even Afghani-
stan honored International
Women’'sDay on March 8, but The
WIRE could not even devote a
single line to honor it. | suppose
we're too small or unimportant a
group to be remembered.

Frances Salten

TotheEditor:

Sure, we'd all love to be ableto
use our Metrocards to take the
Tram.

But if the MTA takes over op-
eration of the Tram, it will not only
lack experience. The question is,
How low in its priorities will the
Tramrank? I’mafraid things could
get even worse than they were un-
der Jerome Blue' s administration.

Consider the way the MTA
maintains the escalators in the
Roosevelt Island subway station.
Chilling thought, isn't it?

NameWithheld

ToJoelLynch, Commissioner,
and Steven Hicks, Deputy
Commisioner, DHCR:

As if there was not enough to
work on over at Roosevelt Island.
Imagine my surprise (and the sur-
prise of most of my neighbors, |s-
land visitors and employees of Is-
land businesses, etc.) when we ar-
rived home last night to see two
new Coca-Colavending machines
at the Island tram station.

Let’'s see now. With no visible
personnel presence at the station
except when the Tram is coming
into or moving out of the station,
and those two closed-circuit TV
cameras not always being watched,
and in the absence of a console
operator (Al Weinstein must be
turning in his grave), someone de-
cided with all the other things that
needed to be done around here, that
we needed some vending machines.

Really, gentlemen, whose prior-
ity isthis? Right now, RIOC can't
even get the New York City De-
partment of Transportation or any
other agency to fix thelight fixture
by the Tram bus stop that was
knocked down several weeks ago
by avehiclethat no doubt skidded
on the ice and snow that was not
effectively removed by either the
City or RIOC. No one has been
ableto get the City or RIOC to get
the street lights between the Tram

See Letters, page 7

[ etters

Tothe Editor:

Last week, RIRA President and RIOC board member Patrick Stewart
gave aset of documentsto David Bauer that provides details of the pre-
liminary agreements between RIOC and Hudson/Related — the desig-
nated builders of the planned Southtown project. Mr. Bauer, as Convenor
of the Maple Tree group (a subcommittee of RIRA which meets weekly
to discuss ways to realize self government on Roosevelt |sland) distrib-
uted copies of these documents at the last meeting.

As members of RIRSD — Roosevelt Islanders for Responsible
Southtown Devel opment —we read these documents with great interest.
They begin to answer some of the questions on ground rents, size,
affordability, and phasing timetables that have been repeatedly asked at
public meetings since the plan was approved by RIOC, last September.
Robert Ryan and the devel opers have always claimed that specificswere
“gtill in negotiation” although these documentsare all dated prior to last
fall (many were produced in 1998).

The details confirm our worst suspicions — this is a giveaway of 19
acres of extraordinarily valuable land, that will actually cost the Island
several million dollars before the project ever begins to add to our cof-
fers.

In anutshell, the unitsin the initial buildings are not particularly af-
fordable, nor arethey at all family-oriented. It seems quite possiblethat
the builders can wreck our open spaces with their first two buildings,
and then walk away, if the market takes adownturn. Then we are stuck
with two stranded buildings, a razed parcel of land where the Nurses
Residence used to be, and the same fallow land we now see across from
the Tram.

Essentially, the devel opersintend to build Southtown in phases. When
and if completed, therewill be nine buildings and 2,000 units. Thefirst
phase, scheduled to commence this summer, will decimate the soccer/
baseball field and replaceit with two buildings. Thelarger building will
occupy virtually the entire length of our current soccer field, with its
back wall facing the rest of the residences on Main Street. The second
building will occupy the baseball field (somewhere between the pitcher’s
mound and right field). These two buildings combined will contain 400
units: 154 studios, 209 one-bedrooms and 37 two-bedrooms. Therental
priceswill range from $1,317 for a studio to $1,900 for atwo-bedroom.
Theapartmentsarea so quite small —one-bedroom is670 sq. feet. Ground
rents will be a paltry $155,000 for the first year, through $188,000 for
the tenth year.

Phase 2 would contain another 400 units. We found no information at
all on the additional phases, location of buildings or time frames. We
saw no provisionsthat commit the devel oper to build additional phases,
nor did we see anything which commits the builder to provide anything
intheway of public amenities (gardens, landscaping outside of the build-
ing areas, etc.). We hope that RIOC has bound the developer to such
requirements in other contracts, but given the appalling concessions
they’ ve already made, we are not confident.

To get abaseline on what sort of income is feasible, we can compare
this boondoggle to the development of Manhattan Park about ten years
ago. Thisproject, flawed as it may have been, has paid about $2.5 mil-
lionin ground rentsannually. In addition, the developers contributed $5
million to apublic purpose fund that has, among other things, enabled us
toimprove and expand thetot-lot (soon to be destroyed by the Southtown
buildings), to build alovely cultural center, and to help support numer-
ous public service organizations.

Incredibly, inthismuch stronger real estate market, not only has RIOC
failed to negotiate such public “givebacks’ from Southtown builders,
but has also agreed to pay $4.56 million in infrastructure costs. RIOC
plans to use funds designated for Octagon Park completion to partially
pay for itslargesse.

Torecap, whereasthe Manhattan Park project has provided about $25
millionin ground rents over thelast ten years, plus another $5 millionin
public purpose funds, the Southtown project, with only Phase | com-
pleted, will total less than $2 million in the next ten years. When you
subtract the $4.5 million that RIOC is paying for infrastructure, it will
take over twenty yearsto break even! Evenif the seven additional apart-
ment houses are ever built, we can estimate that they will bring lessthan
$8 million dollars over the ten year period (or apathetic $3 million after
the RIOC payments). We are astounded that a project with twice the
units and more than doubl e the acreage of Manhattan Park, that sitson a
more convenient location, and is constructed during a peak real estate
market, can providethe Island with lessthan one-quarter of theincome.
For this opportunity we lose our tot lot, soccer field, baseball field, Oc-
tagon Park completion and the scenic views of our open spaces.

This plan is adisgrace and must be revised. We are quite aware that
this Island needs further development. It needs affordable housing for
singles and families. We need to be self-sufficient if self-government
has a chance of succeeding. However, this plan reminds us a little of
Esau, who sold his birthright to Jacob for abow! of porridge because he
was hungry. Our open spaces should be a birthright for al residents to
enjoy. Are we so hungry that we need to give it up for such thin por-
ridge?

We urgeyou to support RIRSD initslegal battleto providethelsland
with responsible devel opment that we can all be proud of. Our attorneys
have produced some excellent legal arguments, but litigation is expen-
sive. Contributions are needed and can be made at the Montauk Credit
Union (to RIRSD) or left at the Rivercross doorstation.

RIRSD Members
Lee Edelman, Linda Heimer, Nurit Marcus,
Steve Mar cus, Joyce Mincheff, Margie Smith

Letters Policy: The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/
from officials, and will consider publication on a Name Withheld basis, but the writer’s
name, address, and telephone number must be provided. Preferred methods of sub-
mission: PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk left at 531 Main Street for The WIRE, or
by e-mail to nyc10044@rcn.com (any wordprocessing software, but no MSWord files
with macros). Alternatives: Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed
to (212) 755-2540. Clearly handwritten letters will be considered. We cannot take
telephone dictation of letters. All letters are subject to editing for length and clarity.



Mort Pavane

Photographed the Island

Mort Pavane died Tuesday,
March 14, at age 78. With hiswife
Dorothy, he was a resident of
Roosevelt Island from its residen-
tial beginnings.

Hewasagraduate of Stuyvesant
High School (1935) and of the City
College of New York (1942) and
served in the U.S. Air Corps from
late 1942 to July of 1946, asara-
dio and radar operator, then as an
aerial gunner, and finally as ara
dar officer. Helefttheserviceasa
First Lieutenant, then served as a
civilian with the Air Force for a
total of 26 years.

Before his retirement, he was
Director of the Research Founda-
tion of CCNY. Before hiswife's
death, they traveled extensively
throughout the United States,
Canada, Europe, and Israel.
Pavane spoke Yiddish, Hebrew,
and Arabic.

Mort Pavane was known on
Roosevelt Island as a dedicated
photographer of the Island’'s old
structures, preserving award-win-
ning images of many of them be-
foretheir destruction. Many were
published in The WIRE and dis-
played at Chase Bank and by the
Roosevelt | sland Photographic So-
Ciety.

He captured the few — perhaps
the only — photos of the Octagon
as its dome burned in 1982. He
made pictures from his Westview
window asfirefightersfought alos-
ing battle to save the structure.

He is survived by his children,
Tina Pavane, Roger Pavane, step-
daughter Lissa Gershman, and his
sister, AnitaLobel.
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COMING UP

Compiled by Claire Friedland — phone/fax 317-8523

Wed., Apr. 5, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Coun-
cil Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Mon., Apr. 10, 8:00 p.m., Roosevelt ISand His-
torical Society Lecture Series on the Island’s
Past, The Women’s Workhouse, Island House
Community Room. Free to members, $5 seniors/
students, $10 to adults. Information, 688-4836.

Thur., Apr. 13, 7:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Di-
rectors Meeting Evening Meseting, Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.

Sat., Apr. 15, next issue of The Main Street
WIRE. Deadlines: Advertising inthe paper, Fri.,
Apr. 7; decision on stuffersfor The Bag, Mon., Apr.
10; bag materialsdueMar. 30. Futureissues: Apr.
29; May 13, 27; June 10; July 1 (for July 4); Aug.
26; Sept. 9, 23; generally every two weeksthereaf-
ter. Advertiserswishing to beincluded in unsched-
uled EXTRA editions, without notice at thetime,
areinvited to call 826-9055 to make their interest
known. Phonef/fax for news, (212) 826-9055/
755-2540; urgent/breaking news, 917-353-1647;
phone/fax for advertising inquiries,
(212) 751-8214/755-2540; phone/fax to list your
Island organization’'s event here (no charge),
317-8523.

Sun., Apr. 16, 3:00 p.m., World Voices Club,
Soringtime Sories, Manhattan Theater Club. For
information on membership or admission charge,
call 730-2030.

Fri., Apr. 21, 12 noon, River Music presentsthe
Bordeaux String Quartet, playing Haydn's Seven
Last Words of Chrigt, as part of Good Friday obser-
vance. Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Free.

Mon., Apr. 24, 8:00 p.m., Historical Society
Lecture Series on Island History, Blackwell
House Update and Archives Night, Island House
Community Room. A group search through 40
volumes of Island history; update on effortsto re-
store Blackwell House. Free to members, $5 se-
niors/students, $10 to adults. Information,
688-4836.

At the Senior Center
Monday

9:15-10:00, Stay Well (Exercise)

9:30, Basic Computer class

10:00-12:00, English as 2nd L anguage
resumes 4/17

11:00-12:30, M etrocard Bus 4/10, 4/24

12:45 Arts & Crafts

6:30-7:30, Line Dancing

Tuesday

10:00, Jazzer cise

12:30-2:30, Visiting Nurse Service 4/11, 4/25

1:30, Games (RISA)

7:00, Korean English

Wednesday

9:15, Stay Well (Stretch)

10-12, English as 2nd L anguage

Thursday

10:00-11:00, T'ai Chi resumes 4/13

12:30, Movie

Friday

9:15, Stay Well resumes 4/21

10:00-11:00, English as 2nd L anguage

10:30-11:30, Blood Pressure Screening

12:30, Movie

Saturday

7:30 p.m., Bingo (RISA)

Special Events

Call in advance for details: 980-1888

Friday, 4/14,.12:15, Volunteer Recognition and
Birthday Party

Thur., Apr 20, 1:00, Freetrip to Japan Music
Festival, Carnegie Hall

Wed., Apr. 26, Atlantic City trip (RISA)

Thur., Apr. 27, Hearing Screening & Lecture

Sat., May 20, Historical Society Bus Tour to Fort Totten, Bayside, Queens; lunch in the Officer’s Club.

Information, 688-4836.

Thur., July 20, Jazzmobile, Etta James with the Houston Person Quintet.

Eastwood Man Missing

Robert Carter is missing.

The 53-year-old man |eft his Eastwood residence early in the morning
of Friday, March 24. Hisroommate, Vicki Mohr, reportsthat heleft his
guartersin acondition suggesting he expected to be out only briefly. He
is athree-year resident of the Island.

Carter is partially paralyzed on one side of hisbody, and left homein
his grey motorized wheelchair, wearing a jeans jacket and jeans pants.
He has a long surgical scar on the top of his head. Mohr further de-
scribes Carter asabout six feet tall, very skinny, possibly wearing glasses
with ablack rim, missing two fingertips on hisright hand. Shesaysheis
normally bent backward or to the side in his chair, has dark hair but
graying or white facial hair.

Carter has cancer, but left home without his medications.

Police have been notified. Readerswith information are asked to con-
tact Detective Lockwood at 718-626-9334, or Vicki Mohr at 888-1775.
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Allergist
501 Main Street * Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp

and school physical now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

THE
DAY

NURSERY

ROOSEVELT ISLAND

PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS
2 half days (2.3 - 2.9 years) 3 half days (2.3 - 3.3 years)
5 half days (2.6 - 4 years) 5 full days (2.9 - 4.9 years)

Financial aid available based on need

Visit at ¥ River Road or call 593 0750

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your leg'worle
Buo]get Oriented

Time-saving

,Curn/'zfure
(jp/vo/;tem/, S\A}ocovem
%//paper’ é—r 7Caér/c
CdT;Def é—« Area /?ug;
A// Mn&%w 77_’ea£memfs
7C/oor' é—« 7;7"mce iles
L/'gAf/'ng
arpentry
/{/fc/éen /Qenovaf/'on
/Da/'mf (C;:—« QUX 7C/'n/'s'/4es'
A// Acces‘s‘or/és'
C/o;erf Des‘/gn

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

]E'r-ee initial consultation

Julie’s Sports Cafe

once again is featuring

ELVIS

on Saturday, April T — Showtime: 8:00 PM

This is a fund-raising event. Proceeds to benefit
The Walter Kane Children’s Foundation for the Terminally Il
We appreciate your continued patronage & support.
Thank you in advance.
Julie Palermo, Proprietor

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service

with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

FAST,
EFFICIENT
sy, R 905 \g’el :
Sial
Cleaners
New Sate of the At
Dry d eani ng Machi ne
To Serve You Better
758- 1778 Your Nei ghbor hood A eaners

Ve Deliver

Free deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Min Sreet

@ | VISA

Don'’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9
Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 21 years
501 Main Street ¢ (212) 752-8722

Sales & Service License #730671

Est. 1961 c H RI S I v Credit Cards Accepted

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimates in Shop. Mon.-Fri. 9-7

P e sanisa T 718-392-T444 2 i6ssna

All Work Guaranteed LIC, NY 11106

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722
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Take a Break...

Whether it’s your tax return that
hassling you, a bad day at work, or
just the four walls of your
apartment, take a break with
Trellis. The coffee’s just right. We
have a tempting selection of comfort
food, and the company’s great.
Come on by.

Good food, good friends, good coffee.

See you at Trellis

192-1517

Better and better every day.
Margery Rubn At the heart of the community,

While some Island trees remained bare last week, these blooms near Manhattan Park next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd
helped March go out like a lamb.

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE

Dr. James Flannigan
Manhattan Roosevelt Island
141 East 55th Street 507 Main Street
Call for an appointment (212)688-4980

No one treatment is right for everybody. But one doctor is.

We accept Health Insurance, Medicare, Workers Compensation,
and Auto Accidents.

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
Al drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

Hourly rate available
bhcltcnng m Chﬂd'rcn bmrlcc Accounts Welcome

Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty
Open Your Arms to Help A Child SERVICE INFORMATION
Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016 Comortable AIC sedans
212.689.1702 Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express
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Gen eratIOnS from page 1

because her mother did not want her to study here. When
she came back, she worked for a couple of yearswhile liv-
ing in her mother’s apartment in Island House, and is till
here. Sheis currently studying Political Science at Hunter
College. “I am anxiousto get out and would prefer not to

Justin Towey as a sprite, and today with son Desmond

live here, but it is comfortable and convenient,” she says,
laughing shyly. “1 would stay oniif | got ajobin New Y ork
City and take advantage of the low rent.”

Another person who is happy to be back is Damon La
Scot. Hehasbeen living in Westview since hewas 15 years
old, having left for afew yearsto go to Berkelee College of
Music in Boston. “I love the international flavor on the Is-
land. ItislikebeinginEurope. Itisaspecial place.” Damon,
the lead guitarist with the band Meat Loaf, reminisces, “It
used to be very secluded, very quiet, wild and untouched.
My memories of the place include visions of all the kids
playing the guitar. We had little bands and used to havejam
sessions at Motorgate. Being a musician was cool and ev-
eryone in the community supported it. We used to camp
near the Lighthouse and hang out together. | guessthein-
creased population hastaken
some of the special things
away. This place used to be
pristine.”

Olya agrees, saying,
“There are fewer pockets of
nature now and it is dirtier.
There is garbage on the
streets, the upkeep of the
playground is poor and |
once found glass on the
promenade. When we
moved here, this place was
like something from afutur-
istic movie. The town was
structured perfectly, every-
thing was clean and new,
there were wild parts on the
Island including a forest
where Manhattan Park is
now. It was great for teen-
agers because we used to
have get-togethers at the Oc-
tagon Park and the Light-
house. We could go to the
tip of thelsland, where there
was ageyser. Therewasan
old church near the tennis courts and aleper’s house.”

Thinking of the fun thingsthey did askids, Olyasaid that
about 50 kids used to hang out together. “We used to go
roller-skating, skateboarding and walking on the prom-
enade.” Chris Enock added, “We kids spent alot of time
together, running with the pack, exploring underground tun-
nels, the Octagon building and the other buildings...we had

i ! i
Olya Turcihin Stern, her father, llusha Turcihin, daughter Ayla (holding “Marie”), daughter Leyla, mo

Julie Blattberg
Damon La Scot in 1978, and on-stage with Meat Loaf today

ateenager’ s clubhouse, awooden structure that
lasted about six months...it was fun. We also
had fights with the kids who came over from
Long Island City. Some of them were these
gangster types who would walk over and beat
us Island kids.” Damon remembered that one
time a big fight had been scheduled but some-
gis - one informed the police
o andtheentireplanfizzled

out.

Damon’s special
memory is of the time
when it snowed and the
kidsplayedice hockey on
a basketball court in
Blackwell Park. “Another
cool thing wasthisguy on
the red bridge. Hewould
ask which apartment you
were going to and give
you a hand-written pass
that you would have to
display onyour car. Ithad
the details of whom you
werevisiting and for how
long,” he said. “It made
the Island a specia place
toliveand you had to have
a purpose if you came
over the bridge.”

Phoebe Flynn remem-
bers the time when
Sylvester Stallonevisited the I sland, during the
filming of a late seventies' film, Nighthawks.
“Weweretold to leave our autograph booksfor
him to sign, but he never did,” she says. “He
did talk to us, though, something about not do-
ing drugs.” Chrisremembersthat all the kids stood near the
Tram, watching the sequence being filmed.

Nikki Leopold, who lived on the Island from 1976 on-
ward, remembers the annual carnivals and the plays pro-
duced by the Main Street Theatre. “I don't think it was
called that then but | remember acting in the plays. Every-
onewould getinvolved. It was so easy to meet people. We
had agreat feeling of security. Itisalot more crowded now
but even so we know alot of people.” Nikki lives herewith
her husband and three daughters, having moved from Brook-

lyn after spending some time waiting to get into Westview.
“1 think this was a great place to grow up and | want the
same for my daughters.”

Nikki seemsto have solved the only problem that some of
the people said might be a “push factor” for them to leave
the lsland —the education issue. She sends her daughtersto
the Geneva School of Manhattan, where they get what she
describesas“aclassical Christian education... |
know peoplewho want to leavethe
Island so their kids can go to agood
school but we are happy with the
onethey goto. I think the City isa
very special placefor themto grow
up in. It isaunigue experience,”
said Nikki. Olyaisalso concerned
about the school her daughters
would goto. “ltisatough decision
to make. | want to stay here but
want to be able to feel secure and
give the kids agood education.”

Damon was very emphatic when
he said that he would not raise his
children here. “There are loitering
teenagers all over the place and it
would be too intimidating for them.
Wewereirreverent in our ways but
we never hung out in the streets.
People don’t seem to mind their
children anymore. | met alady who

Chris Enock today with wife Gina and sons Alexander and Andrew, and in the
late '70s (inset)

pulled her kid out of the public school on the Island be-
cause she said her kid had beguntalking likeathug.” Phoebe
says that though she might consider raising a family here,
sheis unhappy about the way kids behave on the streets. “I
think young people are being allowed to get away with alot
more these days. We used to do the exact same things as
them, hang out and all, but we did not swear at thetop of our
voices. These kids seem to ignore older people and moth-
ers with strollers. They never move out. We were never
allowed to sit on the stepsleading to buildings, we had to go
down to theriver,” she says.

Justine, who haslived in dif-
ferent buildings on the Island
and is currently in Eastwood,
pointed out what she thinks is
amajor problem and could be
another “ push factor” for many
toleave. “Theatmosphere has
changed. Everyoneisseparate
now, more segregated. Main
Street islike aborder, adivid-
ing line. People are not as
friendly asbeforeand are stick-
ing withtheir ownkind. | think
it has become a little colder.
Peopledon’t connect any more.
This place used to be middie
class but is now leaning to-
wards lower class. We should
have more programsfor people
of different ethnic groups get-
ting together to solvethisprob-
lem.” She admits that, despite
this, thelsland is"“ community-
oriented.”

Most of the others agree that
eventhough there are problems
onthelsland, thisisawonderful placeto live. “Askidswe
didn’t appreciate the things on the Island that our parents
did,” said Chris. “Wedidn’t really care about the trees and
the water, but now we do —and that iswhy we are here.”

er Jale, and husband Al Stern

Know others? For a future article like this one, contact The WIRE if
you know other multi-generation Island families: 826-9055

Phoebe Flynn in 1974, and today
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RI RA from page 1 I 6‘t . 9:
day, that there be established precedent that you cannot build SGV 1“ve ‘ 1ano
anything on Southpoint without changing the GDP and the ROO ] N
| \
| \
1

Ground Lease...
“The underlying, fundamental issue, on GDP and Lease
compliance, | think, isvery important. And | believethat if
RIRA has a separate voice in that courtroom, we are likely ‘
to get that issue dealt with in thiscase. And | think it'sim- s |
portant to do so.” B D B
The existing actions are being brought under “ Article 78,”

aprogjisior) of ShtatQIaNth%I pgmitgachallenge of govern- Fri & Sat eve

mental action that is considered arbitrary or capricious, or 2.y ° o

that exceeds the authority of a unit of government. (l(‘tbhe“ Oveﬂ t‘u IIX‘ '
In response to a request to discuss the down side of the

legal possihilities, Glentold the Councilors, “ This case could

belost on the very ground that | know we will see[in] their

[RIOC'§] papers, whichis, ‘ Thisis the Southtown that was
originally contemplated. Just don’t talk to me about whether
Blackwell Park hasto be six acresor threeacres. That’sjust
not thegamehere.’ | believethat we have, and by this‘we' |
mean everybody —the present petitionersand RIRA —1 think

we have a strong case that thisis not a minor modification,
[and that] you can’t get away with this on somekind of ‘you-
don’t-have-to-cut-square-corners’ analysis.”

He continued, “ The other side doesn’t agreewithme. They - — -
don't agree with me to the extent that they have refused to 3 - - 5 s clintno & H
O e e el e 10 l\.!d.e the Tram lwtpe free after dining at Favia
| don’t know if we'll win thiscase. | mean, | don’t know if Minimum puvchase Of blz
anybody will winthis case, because| don’t know how they're o e . .
going to go. | can pretty much tell you that if it'slost, it's Limit one pev person
going to be lost on that theory, that ‘minor modification’ Subject to proof of valid vesidency
theory.” The“minor modification” theory relieson aprece-
dent suggesting that government doesn’t always haveto “ cut
square corners,” as Glen put it, in following its own regula-
tions.

Glen expects to petition for intervenor status with Judge
Stanley Parnessin argumentsthat could be heard as early as
April 7.

S’

“Best Pizzain NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it’s light.”

Classified e
751-8214
only 50 cents a word .
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED iF"T_..— o It rle O
REFLEXOLOGIST - Island resident Diana Brill. ~ Gift ‘r; I' ; 1}‘1. ems . V 0 P.
certificates available. (212) 759-9042 a0 __'_- " GI‘IIIe IZZa
TRANSLATORS NEEDED — Trellis is contemplating a FrtrnE'l-fElﬂ AND Bl’ OjIe d & B a
series of ethnic/national food days throughout the : d e ked
summer. To make the advertising complete, we need FI’eS anOd
translators to help with the notices and ads. Call Kaie $ h Pa
at 752-1517. 3 Dl’af Sta
EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt eer
service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper 1-917-483-1020

CERTIFIED, EXPERIENCED TEACHER available for
private tutoring (K-8). (212) 702-9839

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE -
Dolores Green 223-4077.

MEDICAL BILLER / TRANSCRIPTIONIST - Island
resident — Free pickup & delivery. Call for details —
(212) 317-9593.

CONTROLLER NEEDED - Total oversight of
accounting functions for solid, professional, rapidly-
growing IT firm. Call Joyce, 718-544-8100, ext. 302.

CAT SITTER AVAILABLE on RI—My home or yours.
(212) 223-0157

] L]
EXPERIENCED TUTOR for primary, secondary school Itallan Grlll
students; adults returning to or finishing school. (212)
223-0157 60th Street & 2nd Avenue
MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — . , . , ,
Ongoing registration for dance and theater classes. GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions
371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”
accepted. -New York Times
EXPERT PAINTER - Island references, 751-8214

LetterS from page 2

Rk Ra“ Ck’ I\/I . D . and Eastwood and Rivercross repaired so we don't have to walk home in the dark. Re-

cently, during and after the snow and ice storms, RIOC could not seem to mobilize its

. troops early enough to sand and salt the sidewalks from Eastwood/Rivercross to the sub-

Board-Certlﬁed way and tram stations, resulting in several residents sustaining injuries on the ice. Even

1ali 1 101 during the previous administrations which were not always popular, we could count on
SpeCIahSt m Adll].t MedICIIle clear, safe sidewalks. And canceling RIOC meetings because there is “no new business
(Internal Medicine) pending” doesn’t get us any closer to building Southtown. There must be some existing

resources to expend on these things.

| certainly do not expect awritten response or atelephone call. | do expect some action
by the appropriate people to remove the vending machines, get the lights repaired and
operating, and if there is another snow storm, get those walkways cleared and safe in the
very early morning when most of us go to work or school (not after 8:00 a.m.).

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Health Plans 32B-J Members
Accepted

Dr. Resnick is on the

Aetna/USHealthcare panel of the Building ; ;
Empire Blue Cross 832'23 10 Services Health Fund. NinaL ublin
CIGNA Call the Fund at (212)
HIP 388-3900 to schedule

Oxford your first appointment It’'s coming: Your Business Card
501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044 in the Fourth of JUIV WHRE
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Lexington Chiropractic Associates
133 E. 58th St., Suite 506

Between Lexington & Park Ave.

755-1515
and 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1726

Empire State Building

Dr. Jﬁ Calabria 244'52 80

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health Care, Aetna,
Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Guardian, Medicare, and many more! F RE E

Dr. f)'arren K. Pollack

* Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam
* Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art
MASSAGE TIME PRO
* Bottle of Multiple Vitamins
* CONTOUR Pillow
while supplies last

Combining floatation and heat, the MASSAGE TIME PRO treats:
Neck & Shoulder Pain ¢ Muscle Spasms & Sprains ¢
| Headaches & Stress * Numbness ¢ Back Pain ¢ Chronic Pain

TRY OUR NEW CHIROPRACTIC TECHNIQUES ... THE MASSAGE TIME PRO * Sports Injuries » Auto Accidents  Workers Compensation

ROBERT MICHELS I sT: Ti
PERSONAL FITNESS | * S /& 11 1T€
Bring n Your tax tnrormation tor tax preparation

TRAINER Beat the April 17 Deadline

755-7322 or (917) 284-9171

o Accountable Financial Management Corp.
ACSM & ACE Cerhfled, Insured 599 Main Street Roosevelt Island

(212) 644-8231 Fax (212) 644-0292
Mow.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7# p.m. * Sat., 1-5 p.m.

15 Years Experience ® Island Resident
FREE consultation and workout

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account and
$ start learning how to manage their finances

FEATURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
i Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union

MCU — Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 « Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA




