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Stark Difference Separates Presidential Candidates
In Tuesday’s Residents Association Election

Cabrini 25th Anniversary
Celebration November 12

It’s been 25 years.  A quarter Century.
The Island’s Roman Catholic parish is celebrating that longevity on

Roosevelt Island on Sunday, November 12, with a Mass to be celebrated
by its founding pastor, Msgr. John M. McCarthy.  That will be followed
by a procession, behind the NYPD’s Emerald Society Pipe and Drum
Band, up Main Street to Manhattan Park Theater Club, where a recep-
tion will be held from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

And Briefly...
• The November 9 meeting of the RIOC Board of Directors has been

rescheduled for Monday, November 20, at 10:30 a.m.  (Most such meet-
ings immediately adjourn to executive session, then pick up public ses-
sion around 11:00 or after.)

• Veronica Johnson, author of At the Crossroads:  The Insider’s Guide
to Nursing Home Placement, will discuss her book Tuesday, Novem-
ber 14 at the Island branch of the New York Public Library.  The free
session is scheduled for 6:00 p.m.

• As demolition of the Tram station stairway began October 23 at 59th
and 2nd, Judy Berdy of the Historical Society managed to rescue the red
letters that had adorned the structure, spelling out Roosevelt Island
Tramway.  They’re now part of the Society’s collection of Island memo-
rabilia.

• Islander Juanita Fleming will present a River Music concert of stan-
dards, light Duke Ellington jazz, Christmas music, and gospel classics
on the evening of December 2.  Admission charges, yet to be set, will be
low; the concert will be underwritten by The Main Street WIRE as a
seasonal thank-you gift to the community.

The Referendum Question
I urge immediate passage of legisla-

tion that grants residents of Roosevelt
Island the right to elect a majority of the
RIOC Board of Directors, replacing the
current system in which the entire Board
is composed of non-elected members ap-
pointed by the Governor.

I understand that the new Board will
select, hire, and direct professional man-
agement to run Roosevelt Island.

Candidates
At press time, these candidates had
filed or indicated intention to file to
run in the RIRA election.  Incumbents
are indicated by the i symbol.  Num-
bers next to buildings indicate the
number of Common Council del-
egates to be elected from that district.

President
Matthew Katz
Nneka Pope
Patrick Stewart i
First Vice President
Joan Christianson i
Byron Gaspard
Walter Hill
2 River Road (1)
James Whalen i
4 River Road (1)
No nominee
10-40 River Road (8)
Sherie Helstien i
Sigrid Martin
Mosud Mannan i
Suki Murdoch
Eastwood (7)
Gwen Almo-Duvar i
Thomas V. Brown
Carolyn Christianson
Joan Christianson
Byron Gaspard i
Walter Hill i
James Kaufman i
Ruth Kolins
Mercedes (Cookie) Lugo
Joyce Mincheff i
Dorothy Muller
Nneka Pope
James Tendean-Luce
546 Main Street (2)
Dolores Green
Joan Matula i
Island House (3)
Judith Berdy i
Frank Farance i
Vicki Feinmel
Ethel Romm
Karen Stewart
Patrick Stewart
Rivercross (3)
Joseph Cristiano
Jeff Hochman (i alternate)
Steve Marcus
Larry Parnes
Ron Schuppert i
Margie Smith
Olya Turcihin Stern
Richard Wade
Westview (3)
Deirdre Breslin
Ken Diebner i
Rhoda Jacklin i
Joseph Palermo
Patricia Ricketts

Support The WIRE – Your Business Card in the Thanksgiving  issue See page 3

Vote Tuesday in the RIRA Election - PS 217
All residents age 18 and over are eligible to vote, regardless of citizenship

Matthew Katz, left, is challenging incumbent Patrick Stewart for the Presidency
of RIRA.  The text of their debate, including candidates for First Vice President,
appears in a four-page insert starting on page 7.

Voters Also Choosing Common Council Members
ciation (RIRA) that was evident in
last week’s debate at the Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.

Katz goes on to push for a spe-
cific plan – legislation introduced
by Assemblymember Pete Grannis
and Senator Olga Mendez – that
calls for an infrastructure audit to
fix State responsibility for
Roosevelt Island’s financial needs,
and places a cap on how much of
the necessary fix-up funding would
have to come out of the budget of
the Roosevelt Island Operating
C o r p o r a t i o n
(RIOC).

Stewart calls
Katz’s approach
“financial sui-
cide,” pointing
out that New
York State
floated $200
million in bonds
to build Roose-
velt Island and
that tens of mil-
lions of repairs
of deteriorated
infrastructure
are somewhere in the Island’s fu-
ture.  Katz responds that the Island
will remain a State responsibility
under the plan he advocates.

[The candidates speak for them-
selves in the text of their debate –
a four-page supplement to this is-
sue beginning on page 7.  At dead-
line, Nneka Pope, a former RIRA
President, announced a run for the
RIRA Presidency, too late to par-
ticipate in the
debate.]

The backdrop
against which
the battle for the
RIRA Presi-
dency (and First
Vice Presi-
dency) is being
fought is a
t h r e e - a n d - a -
half-year history
of New York
State’s denying
funding to
Roosevelt Is-
land, a period in
which the Governor-appointed
RIOC Board has refused to ask the
Governor for funding for Roosevelt
Island.  Actually, RIOC has gone
further than that, turning down
State money offered by Assembly-
member Grannis for some specific
and fairly desperate Island needs.

History
The history (is there anyone left

who has not heard or read it repeat-
edly?) is a mid-70’s takeover by
New York State – leasing this Is-
land from New York City and
promising to develop it to provide
affordable housing.  With the

Lease, a General Development
Plan (GDP), a supposedly strict
“zoning” that described exactly
what could be done with each par-
cel of land on the Island.  And with
that 99-year Lease responsibility,
a promise to subsidize Island op-
erations and capital needs until
population reached 20,000 souls
(later revised to 16,000) – a goal
only half met here at the turn of the
century.  Those heady plans, made
under Governor Nelson Rocke-
feller by visionary Ed Logue, were

followed by 20 years of the State’s
providing the necessary funding –
as high as $6.6 million a year at one
point.

But the State funding was cut off
by the Governor in 1996.  George
Pataki sent Dr. Jerome Blue to oc-
cupy the President’s seat at RIOC.
Together, they declared Roosevelt
Island “self-sufficient,” and the
scramble was on to find ways to

turn that widely-doubted political
pronouncement into financial fact.
By all accounts, that has been done
by spending little on maintenance,
letting Roosevelt Island’s infra-
structure deteriorate to the point
where needed repairs are estimated,
by RIRA Patrick Stewart, at $40
million or $50 million.

Today, no State funds flow to the
Island, and its current RIOC Presi-
dent is charged with making do on
the income generated here – mostly
rent paid for the ground on which
apartment buildings sit both now

See Election, page 13

All Island residents 18 or over, regardless of
country of citizenship, are eligible to vote in
the RIRA election Tuesday (November 7) at
PS/IS 217, 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., where
polling in the General Election (restricted to
U.S. citizens) will also be held.  In addition to
RIRA President and First Vice President, this
election will choose the members of the
Residents Association Common Council to
serve for the next two years.

Election results will be summarized, as soon
as they are available Tuesday night or
Wednesday morning, on Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com.

News Analysis by Dick Lutz
Matthew Katz wants a mostly-

elected RIOC Board of Directors,
and professional community man-
agement.

Patrick Stewart wants Roosevelt
Island returned to New York City,
and time to develop a plan for that.

That was the one stark philo-
sophical difference between the
candidates for President of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-

It�s Halloween inside � page 6
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters deadline for
Nov. 18 issue:  Nov. 12

Letters received after deadline will
be considered on a space-

available basis

The Editorial Page

To the Editor,
I’d like to straighten out the

public’s perception of the DEP
(City Department of Environmen-
tal Protection) issues that Frank
Farance raised in his letter pub-
lished October 21.

RIOC and the DEP did not “ear-
mark” funds.  “Earmark” is not a le-
gal term.  In fact “earmark” implies
a level of discretion that did not ex-
ist in regard to the DEP and RIOC’s
binding contract.  Those funds, $3.4
million, for the seawall and prom-
enade repair, and the added expense
of landscaping, were the DEP’s con-
tractual obligation.  The funds were
“designated,” not “discretionary.”
The total debt came to $3.4 million
plus landscaping
costs.

On Septem-
ber 30, 1999,
RIOC President
Robert Ryan
signed a Super-
seding Agree-
ment with the
DEP that did
away with the old contract.  He re-
leased the DEP from its obligation
to conduct landscaping in order to
obtain the $3.4 million for RIOC’s
“discretionary” spending.  In fact,
even once the change to the con-
tract was executed, the money was
not discretionary.  It had already
been designated for the Southtown
Development eight days earlier.
Heretofore, RIOC was obligated as
the “contractor” for the landscap-
ing, and could only secure the funds
by fulfilling its role as “contractor”
on completion of the park.  The
land that the DEP occupies has held
up the completion of Octagon Park
for many years.

Ryan’s predecessor, Jerry Blue,
had placed the $3.4 million desig-
nated, non-discretionary DEP
funds as “discretionary” on RIOC’s
financial statement.  Since Robert
Ryan signed the agreement with the
DEP on September 30 freeing
those funds from their designated

status, and trading down the DEP’s
debt over the landscaping, it’s ob-
vious that he knew that the funds
were not discretionary.

To change the DEP contract,
Ryan would need to get approval
from his Board, but because he and
Blue had incorrectly defined the
funds as “discretionary,” he was
able to step around Board approval
to get to the funds.

There are several issues playing
here:

1.  The money was “designated”
under a binding contractual obliga-
tion with the DEP, not merely “ear-
marked.”

2.  Blue applied a “discretionary”
status to the funds on RIOC’s fi-

nancial state-
ments in order
to get around
having to secure
Board approval
to get at the
money.

3.  Ryan knew
Blue had done
so, as evidenced

by the fact that Ryan signed the Su-
perseding Agreement with the
DEP.

4.  The plan released the DEP
from its obligation to pay for re-
pairs to the seawall, repairs to the
promenade and the cost of land-
scaping by renegotiating the con-
tract so that the cost of landscap-
ing was dropped.   (Incidentally, the
cost of landscaping, in the affida-
vit submitted by the DEP, was also
estimated at $3.4 million, bringing
the total DEP debt to $6.8 million.)
While Ryan secured his $3.4 mil-
lion refund in cash, he traded away
the park’s $3.4 million landscap-
ing to obtain it.

Another letter responding to
Frank Farance’s October 21
letter, from Joan Christianson,
appears on page 12 as her
response to The WIRE’s
invitation to candidates in the
RIRA election to present their
views in these pages.

To the Editor:
I want to congratulate the Roosevelt Island Residents Association on

the outstanding debate between President and Vice President candidates
held last week.  This approach to educating voters about the issues and
candidates’ positions on the issues has become a great new American
tradition, and the Island should be proud to participate.

I was delighted to attend the debate to celebrate this great democratic
institution, but I attended for another more serious purpose which was
not fulfilled.  For that reason, this letter is intended to clarify my stand,
and that of Senator Olga Mendez, on democracy for Roosevelt Island
residents – that is, election of the RIOC Board of Directors.

In his campaign literature, incumbent RIRA President Patrick Stewart
has misquoted me out of context in a way that totally distorted the mean-
ing and substance of my words in a meeting last February.  He suggests
that I was criticizing members of the Maple Tree Group for wanting less
democracy rather than more.  That’s not correct.  The discussion, at which
Mr. Stewart was present, had to do with the size of an elected RIOC
Board – as to whether the Island would best be served by a small Board
or a larger Board.  The conversation in question was between Lee Edelman
and me, not Matthew Katz and me.  And my remarks were in no way
intended to suggest that anyone in the room – least of all Mr. Katz or Mr.
Edelman – wanted less democracy.  The whole point of the meeting, as a
matter of fact, was to seek a formula for democratic election of RIOC
Board members that would best serve the residents of Roosevelt Island.

That has been the mutual objective of Senator Mendez, Assembly-
member Pete Grannis, the Maple Tree Group, and me, ever since Island
residents voted their preference for local democracy by 92 percent in the
1998 elections.  As the Senator said then, “Anytime 92% of the voters vote
for something, I pay attention.”  We are firmly in agreement with the over-
whelming preference by Island residents for more local control over their
local community – and the need for experienced professional management.

I was also concerned about large numbers of debt mentioned during
the debate.  The Senator and, I’m confident, Assemblymember Grannis,
would never agree to legislation that would put the Island at risk.  That is
why Senator Mendez created a deductible amount in the legislation, above
which the State would accept responsibility for the Island’s capital needs.

Quoting Senator Mendez, “I am a pragmatic politician.  I urgeresidents
not to throw the democratic baby out with the financial bath water.  De-
tails remain to be negotiated, but under no circumstances will Roosevelt
Island be set adrift.”

If there is anything Senator Mendez and I advocate for, it is democ-
racy for Roosevelt Island and the legislation we have introduced to bring
it into reality.

Jorge Vidro
Counsel to Senator Mendez

See Mincheff, page 14

A Call for Change

Vote Democracy, Katz, and Gaspard
In every community in the United States,

residents elect the government that most

closely affects their daily lives.

Except here.  Here, residents have no

power over local government, because our lo-

cal government is appointed by the Governor,

bypassing the City of New York and, not so

incidentally, all requirements that the

Governor’s appointees know anything at all

about how to run a community.

While such an arrangement may have been

a good idea back when the State was deter-

mined to jumpstart a planned community here,

today it is the anachronistic vestige of a gov-

ernment that saw a need to act by fiat without

the inconvenience of consulting the governed.

That’s over.

It’s time for people who live here to elect

people who live here to act on behalf of people

who live here.  It is time, in short, for elected

residents to hold a majority of seats on the

Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Op-

erating Corporation.

It is time for the Governor’s choices for

RIOC management and Board to step aside.

It is time for democracy here.

For over three years, the Maple Tree

Group, now led by Matthew Katz, has been

working with State legislators Pete Grannis

and Olga Mendez to revise the law so that resi-

dents will have the primary say about the way

Roosevelt Island is run, repaired, and devel-

oped.  Under the latest version of the plan, the

State would remain financially responsible for

Roosevelt Island under the Lease it signed with

the City.  The State would, in fact, be assigned

more accountability for funding the fixing of

all it has neglected since 1996.

The Common Council has put the question

of democratic election of local government on

Tuesday’s ballot.  That referendum – be sure

to look for it on the RIRA ballot – deserves a

Yes vote by anybody who sees the value of vot-

ing in a democracy.

Not coincidentally, Matthew Katz is run-

ning for the Presidency of RIRA – a RIRA which

should participate more actively in the conver-

sion to locally-elected democratic governance

of Roosevelt Island and the professional com-

munity management it will bring.  His only sig-

nificant opponent, incumbent Patrick Stewart,

opposes the plan.  Stewart even opposed put-

ting the democracy question on the RIRA bal-

lot as too complicated for residents to under-

stand – another vestige of autocracy, perhaps

arising from Stewart’s new role on the Gover-

nor-appointed RIOC Board.

Stewart’s fears, which he has tried hard to

communicate to others, are that the State will

stop giving Roosevelt Island money to develop

the Island and keep it running.  But the State

hasn’t given Roosevelt Island a dime for over

three years, and the current unelected RIOC

Board isn’t even asking.

So it’s time for democracy here.  It’s time

for a Yes vote on the referendum question, and

time to elect RIRA leaders – Katz and Gaspard

– who will reinvigorate the RIRA Common

Council and give it a positive role in the move

toward local democracy.

Through his years of service on the RIRA

Common Council, Matthew Katz has demon-

strated a profound ability to persuade, lead,

and find paths of constructive compromise.

Byron Gaspard has shown himself to be an

energetic advocate for better Public Safety and

greater diversity on the Council.  Each has

earned community support and your vote.

The WIRE recommends:  Yes on the democ-

racy referendum.  Yes to Katz.  Yes to Gaspard.

With Thanks to Patrick Stewart...
FoFour years ago, when this newspaper en-

dorsed Patrick Stewart for the Presidency of

the Roosevelt Island Residents Association, he

stepped into a natural role – leading resident

opposition to Dr. Jerome Blue, an unqualified

hack parked here, in a high-paying job, by

Governor George Pataki.

The worse Blue got, the better Stewart

looked.  He served well as a nemesis for Blue.

But then Blue was gone, and left a gap:

Stewart had no plan for a post-Blue RIRA.

Meanwhile, working with Assembly-

member Pete Grannis and Senator Olga

Mendez, the Maple Tree Group had prepared

legislation, and the RIRA Common Council

adopted it with repeated votes, but – largely

due to Stewart’s foot-dragging – it wasn’t quite

ready for prime time, and Pataki simply put a

Blue think-alike into the job.

Stewart embraced Blue’s replacement, and

was quickly co-opted by the system, even join-

ing Rob Ryan as co-moderator of a resident

meeting and assisting in restricting residents’

right to speak critical comments freely.

Stewart, now a member of the RIOC Board,

clearly relishes his role in the RIOC power

structure.  But he is caught in a conflict:  He

must remove himself from RIRA planning for

legal action against RIOC, even while his wife,

Karen, holds the pivotal role in guiding that

effort.  He speaks of his “fiduciary responsibil-

ity” to the State, but we have not heard him

roar at a RIOC Board meeting, as he should,

about the State’s financial responsibility to

Roosevelt Island under the Lease and General

Development Plan.

The degree to which he has been caught in

this dilemma was made clear when he ab-

stained on the minicondos.  Stewart joined resi-

dents in anti-minicondo talk, but when it came

time to walk the walk, he stumbled.  He ab-

stained, and broke not just his promise to resi-

dents but also the bond of trust.

Stewart has since “explained” his absten-

tion at least three different ways, starting with,

“As everybody knows, an abstention is the

same as a no vote.”  When that dodo didn’t flap

its wings, he eventually just claimed he was

ill-informed when the vote was taken.

That abstention symbolizes the quality of

Stewart’s representation of resident interests

on the RIOC Board.  At best, it’s wimpy.  At

worst, he’s become part of the system.

In any case, he’s now past the time when

he can be a strong and trusted voice for resi-

dent interests.  Recusing himself from discus-

sions of legal action against RIOC, discourag-

ing residents from raising money for legal ac-

tion, backing Southtown construction on

Blackwell Park land... the list of his ineffectu-

ality and errors goes on.

To say that Stewart has been co-opted is a

no-brainer.  To say RIRA has been neutralized

would overstate the result.  But Stewart’s ef-

fectiveness as RIRA President has now evapo-

rated, and RIRA has become ineffective as a

resident-oriented counterbalance to RIOC.

Anyway, Stewart is weary of the RIRA job.

Last summer, he told more than one resident

that he would not run for re-election – unless

someone associated with the Maple Tree Group

ran.  Denying the job to someone else is the

wrong reason to want it.

All these concerns reduce to a simple ques-

tion:  Should we elect a member of the RIOC

Board of Directors as President of the Residents

Association?

Obviously, no.  Stewart can continue serv-

ing residents as a RIOC Board member, and

do it more effectively if a vigorously pro-resi-

dent RIRA is speaking to him and other RIOC

Board members with a voice uncontaminated

by ambiguous allegiance.

With thanks to Patrick Stewart for years

of service, The WIRE now urges a vote for Katz

and Gaspard. DL
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Sat., Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m., Senior Fashion Show, Senior Center, 546
Main Street.

Tue., Nov. 7, 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Election Day.  Balloting at PS/IS
217 in both the general election and the Residents Association (RIRA)
election.  In the RIRA election, all Island residents 18 and over are eli-
gible to vote, even if not citizens of the United States.

Tue., Nov. 7, PS/IS 217 Flea Market and white elephant sale for
voters at the school’s polling place.

Wed., Nov. 8, 7:00 p.m., Dirty Donations, third class in RIJC adult
education series, Cultural Center, 548 Main Street.  Free.

Wed., Nov. 8, 8:00 p.m., Residents Association Common Council
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Fri., Nov. 10, 9:00 a.m., PS/IS 217 Open House and school tour for
parents of pre-K students.

Sun., Nov. 12, 1:00-4:00 p.m., 25th Anniversary Celebration of St.
Frances X. Cabrini Parish, Manhattan Park Theater Club.

Mon., Nov. 13, 8:00 p.m.,
Roosevelt Island Toastmasters.
Guests welcome.  Call 583-0842
for location and other informa-
tion.  (Meets second and fourth
Monday of each month.)

Tue., Nov. 14, 6:00-7:00 p.m., At the Crossroads, a book-signing and
discussion by author Veronica Johnson, Roosevelt Island Branch of New
York Public Library.  Coping strategies for families facing a need for
nursing-home care of a relative with dementia.  Free.

Sat., Nov. 18, next scheduled issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Dead-
lines:  Advertising in the paper, Fri., November 10; decision on stuffers
for The Bag, Mon., November 13; bag materials due Thur., November
16.  Future issues:  December 2, 16 (holiday issue); January 13, 27,
2001; February 10, 24; March 10, 24; April 7, 21; May 5, 19; June 2, 30
(July 4 business cards issue); August 4, then every two weeks starting
early in September.  Advertisers wishing to be included in unscheduled
EXTRAEXTRAEXTRAEXTRAEXTRA editions, without notice at the time, are invited to call 826-9055
to make their interest known.  Phone/fax for news, 826-9055/755-2540;
urgent/breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/fax for advertising inquir-
ies, 751-8214/755-2540; phone/fax to list your organization’s Island
events here (no charge), 208-2907, or e-mail alpinset@cs.com.

Mon., Nov. 20, 10:30 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Wed., Nov. 22, 7:00 p.m., Dirty Donations, final class in RIJC adult
education series, Cultural Center, 548 Main Street.  Free.

Mon., Nov. 27, 8:00 p.m., Roosevelt Island Toastmasters.  Call
583-0842 for meeting location and other information.  Guests welcome.

Sat., Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m., Juanita Fleming in Concert, Chapel of the
Good Shepherd, underwritten by The Main Street WIRE.

Wed., Dec. 6, 8:00 p.m., Residents Association Common Council
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  First session of newly-elected
Council.

Monday
10:00, Internet Class
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:45, Arts & Crafts (RIDA)

Tuesday
10:00, Jazzercise
10:30, Beaded Jewelry Wkshp
1:00 p.m., Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well (stretch)
10:00, English as 2nd Language

(Beginners’ session at 10:00,
Intermediate session at 11:00.)

7:00 p.m., Glee Club
Thursday

10:00, Tai Chi
10:00, Creative Arts
12:30,  Movie
12:30, VNS Blood Pressure and

Medical Information
6:30, Dance Classes

Friday
9:00, English as 2nd Language

(Beginner’s session at 9:00,
Intermediate session at 10:00)

11:00, Citizenship Class
Saturday

7:30 p.m., Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Sat., Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m.,

RISA Senior Fashion Show
Wed., Nov. 8, 12:30 p.m.,

Crime Prevention Lecture
Thur., Nov. 9, 9:30-11:30,

Free Flu Shots
Mon., Nov. 13, 11:00-12:30,

Metrocard Bus
Wed., Nov. 22 and 29, 12:30,

Oriental Caligraphy Class

Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials, and will
consider publication on a Name Withheld basis, but the writer’s name, address, and phone
number must be provided.  All letters subject to acceptance, and may be edited for length
and clarity.  Preferred methods of submission:  PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk left at
531 Main St. for The WIRE, or by e-mail to nyc10044@rcn.com (ASCII text preferred or
use any wordprocessing software).  Alternatives: Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531
Main St. or faxed to (212) 755-2540.  Clearly handwritten letters will be considered.  We
cannot take telephone dictation of letters.

Senior Center

Home-delivered
meals available

Call  744-5022, ext. 1203

CARIBBEAN CRUISE
Sailing Feb.10, 2001 from Ft. Lauderdale
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First and Last Call!
Don’t be left out... Everybody will be in it...

Be part of The WIRE’s
Great Thanksgiving
Business Card Issue

Run your business card in
The WIRE’s Thanksgiving issue

distributed Island-wide

Only $35 prepaid (3.5 x 2.0 inches)
Do it to advertise your service

Do it to advertise your business
Or just to support The WIRE

Just send your card and your check, payable to
The WIRE, to:  The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413,

Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
Cards will run slightly reduced to 3.3w x 1.8h.  The word retired will be added, if you specify.

You may write additional information on your card, if appropriate to indicate the nature of your work.

Deadline • This Friday, November 10 • Deadline
Send it in now while you’re thinking about it,

and show your support for The WIRE
If you prefer not to publish a business card but would like to support The WIRE, contribute $20 and

have your name on a list that will accompany the business cards.
Thank you for supporting The Main Street WIRE, Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper.

Singles – all ages!  Don’t be hesitant to join The WIRE’s February
cruise if you will be traveling alone.  We can pair you with a compatible
cabin mate.  A Caribbean cruise should not be  restricted to someone
who has a traveling companion.  We all need a midwinter break from
ice, snow and cold, not just couples who travel together.  Don’t wait...
Call now and reserve a place on our February cruise to the Eastern Car-
ibbean and let us find you a compatible cabin mate.  You will be with
your friends and neigh-
bors from Roosevelt Is-
land as you relax on The
Century, one of the most
luxurious cruise ships
afloat.  The Century is
part of the Celebrity
Cruise Line’s fleet and
sails out of Ft.  Lauder-
dale for seven sun-filled
days and four different ports in the Caribbean.  We will be stopping at
San Juan, St. Thomas, St. Maarten, and Nassau in the Bahamas.  There
will be Calypso music on deck every day and fabulous entertainment
every evening.  The Main Dining Room serves exceptional cuisine in an
elegant setting, with snacks, pizza, and yummies available all day long.
And it’s all included for an incredibly low price of $853 for an inside
cabin.  Air fare to Florida is extra.

Never been on a cruise before?  Not to worry.  There will be an expe-
rienced Cruise Manager on board just for our group who will deal with
any situations that might arise to insure your maximum pleasure on the
cruise.

For full details call Jim Baehler at 752-6463.
Our sailing date is February 10, 2001 and we are not sure how much

longer the cruise line will be able to offer this exceptionally low fare.
Don’t wait any longer.  As the ship approaches full status our special low
price will no longer be available.

Holiday gift decisions?  What better way to reward your parents or
favorite aunt and uncle than to send them on a cruise with the gift they
will always remember.  There are people you love who have meant so
much to you, and here is your opportunity to show your affection and
gratitude.  Just for once, let yourself go and be extravagant.
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ST. FRANCES CABRINI PARISH

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

718-392-7444

License #730671

Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service

Est. 1961 CHRIS TV
Repair Service Center

TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimates in Shop.
Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair

In-Home Service
All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

Effective Committed Leader

Re-Elect

Pete Grannis
Assembly   2000

65th Assembly District
Democrat/Working Families

� Respected Record of Effectiveness

� Committed Advocate on Behalf of Residents of the

Upper East Side and Roosevelt Island

� Principled and Progressive Independent Leader

      Preferred by Non-Partisan

Endorsing Pete Grannis
NY League of Conservation Voters • NYS United Teachers • NARAL/NY • Nat’l Assn of Social
Workers • Americans for Democratic Action • Sierra Club • UFT • Gay & Lesbian Independent

Democrats • Nat’l Federation of Independent Businesses • AFSCME/NYS • Nat’l Education
Assn of NY • Empire State Pride Agenda • NYS Nurses Assn • Public Employees Federation

Support the Second Avenue Subway

Vote YES on the Transportation Bond Act

Vote November 7

Assemblymember Pete Grannis
Campaign Headquarters, 1338 First Avenue, 988-2270

On Sunday, November 12, 2000, the St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
Catholic Community is celebrating its 25th Anniversary as a Parish.
Mass will be celebrated at 11:15 a.m. by Msgr. John M. McCarthy,
founding pastor.  Invited concelebrants are Fr. Joseph P. Gorman,
Fr. Joachim von Kerssenbrock, S.J., and Fr. Luke W. McCann.
Following the Mass, there will be a procession along Main Street,
led by the New York Police Department Emerald Society Pipe and
Drum Band, to the Manhattan Park Theater Club at 8 River Road,
where a reception will be held from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Roosevelt Island Catholic Community welcomes all our friends
and neighbors to also celebrate the 25th Anniversary of our
Roosevelt Island Community.  The Cabrini Parish salutes the
Roosevelt Island Community on its Silver Anniversary.  We look
forward to celebrating with our friends and neighbors in fellowship
on Sunday, November 12, 2000.

For information, please call (212) 751-1347.
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ELECT

MATTHEW
KATZ

AND

BYRON
GASPARD

IT’S YOUR ISLAND
TAKE CHARGE

ELECT KATZ AND GASPARD

REMEMBER:  YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A U.S. CITIZEN TO VOTE IN THIS ELECTION
Advertisement paid for by Roosevelt Islanders for Democracy

BECAUSE:
• CRIME IS HIGHER THAN IT’S EVER BEEN, AND GETTING HIGHER
• THE MINI-SCHOOL/CONDO CONVERSION IS PROCEEDING IN SPITE

OF ISLAND-WIDE OPPOSITION
• GOVERNMENT MONEY WHICH COULD COME TO US FREE IS BEING

TURNED DOWN
• RIOC HAS MORE CONTROL OVER RIRA THAN EVER BEFORE
• STREET LIGHTS HAVE BEEN OUT FOR MONTHS — SIDEWALKS

DON’T GET REPAIRED, OR THE REPAIRS DON’T MATCH THE
ISLAND LOOK

• RIRA ISN’T RESPONSIVE TO THE COMMUNITY
• WE STILL DON’T KNOW THE REAL FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE

ISLAND AND CAN’T FIND OUT
• IRRESPONSIBLE ISLAND DEVELOPMENT WILL DESTROY OUR

QUALITY OF LIFE IF WE LET IT
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Faces, From Frightening to Fun to Fascinated,
Make Halloween a Highly Haunting Holiday
These photos, and many more, in color, will appear next week on Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com

Photos by Vicki Feinmel,
Mitchell Hammer, and
Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com
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Opening Statements
Candidates for President

Matthew Katz:  Good evening, and thank you for com-
ing out this evening.  This is probably the best representa-
tion of grass roots democracy that I know of, and to come
out on a night that the Mets are going to whip the Yankees is
especially appreciated.

I’ve been a member of the Common Council for three years
now – one year as an appointee, two years as an elected
representative.  I’ve seen a Common Council that has been
inactive and unable of accomplishing very much, because
of the way it’s been run.  I’ve seen a lack of leadership,
which has not allowed the Common Council to even act upon
the measures that it has supported and voted for.

I’m running because I’ve been told stories about the Resi-
dents Association from the old days when it participated in
the daily life of this Island – when there were block associa-
tion parties and dances and ways of raising money that could
then be used for the community – when there was regular
participation with the youth of the Island, and the Seniors,
and the disabled of the Island.  That doesn’t happen any-
more.  There is no participation because there is no money.
No money has been raised or spent on Common Council
during my tenure.

I’ve worked hard on the Common Council over the last
three years, on the Housing Committee...  I’ve been on the
Government Relations Committee, I’ve been on the Legal
Action Fund Committee... I’m a charter member of that and
I’ve been the Treasurer since its incep-
tion.  I’ve also worked with other groups
on the Island.  I’ve worked with the Maple
Tree Group; I’m currently the convener
of that group, and I’ve been working with
The Main Street WIRE to help distribute
the paper, along with my wife.  I’ve
worked in the schools in the Learning
Leader program.  I’ve never felt the kind
of sense of community anywhere that I’ve
lived in the City, as I have here.  And I
think that’s worth protecting.

And so I’m running to try to make this
Residents Association, which is in fact the
only elected organization, in an Island of
organizations, that represents you.  Be-
cause you’re RIRA, we’re not RIRA.  The
entire Island – every person who lives on
this Island – is a member of RIRA.  We
are simply your Common Council.  We
are supposed to be your reflection.  Our
vote is supposed to carry your imprima-
tur, and that hasn’t happened.  Patrick
Stewart has used the Common Council as
a platform for his views.  It’s a difference
in philosophy.  I think that the Residents
Association is an Association of residents, and so I’m run-
ning to try to get the things that I consider important.

Roosevelt Island’s in a period of transition.  We have a
RIOC Board that is forcing over a billion dollars worth of
development.  It is a RIOC Board that is appointed by one
man, the Governor of the State of New York.  The members
of that RIOC Board don’t represent you.  They were put
there by the Governor.  Their loyalty is to one man, the Gov-
ernor of New York, and whether it’s a Republican or a Demo-
crat, it’s fundamentally wrong.  That’s why I’ve been work-
ing with the Maple Tree Group to fabricate legislation that
can give this Island an elected RIOC Board, and a Board
that can then hire professional Island management, profes-
sional community management – what a concept – instead
of our present RIOC President, whose claim to fame is that
he ran Pataki’s campaign in 1994.  It would be nice to have
someone who is trained for the job and who is experienced
in the job.

I’m running for this position because I think it’s impor-
tant to face the kind of development on this Island with some
position of authority.  We have a legal committee on this
Island.  Joan is the Chair of that committee.  We have been
virtually ineffective because we’ve never raised enough
money to make ourselves effective.  The only way you have
a legal representation is if you can hire a law firm, which the
Common Council voted to do, and we did, and we have par-
ticipated in an intervention, in a suit, but we’ve never been
able to do much because the money isn’t there.  The money
isn’t there because Patrick Stewart has not supported the
effort.  The Common Council needs to be representative,
we need to support the votes that the Common Council takes.

I hope I can convince you tonight to support my bid for
the Presidency.  Thank you.

Patrick Stewart:  Thank you...  I want to thank you all
for coming out on a Series night.  I’m amazed, frankly, that
any of you or any of us are here, for that matter.  You would
not believe the back and forth that has gone on about this
meeting.  It almost had the proportions of the Bush-Gore
thing.  There’s more paper going back and forth about how
this thing was to be run, and ad nauseum.  But here we are.
It will be run by Sy Williams in a reasonable fashion.  I have
to also thank Sy.  He was offered two tickets to the game
tonight, and declined them, and I have to tell you that’s way
above and beyond the call of duty, and I’m grateful for his
being here.

My name is Patrick Stewart.  I’m the President of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association and have been for
almost four years.  Before that I was a member of the Com-
mon Council from Island House.  Along with that, I am a
Board member of Community Board 8, Manhattan Com-
munity Board 8, representing this Island to that Board along
with Nneka Pope and Deirdre Breslin.  I’m also a member
of the Roosevelt Island Operat-
ing Corporation Board of Direc-
tors, along with David Kraut and
Susan Whitaker, again, repre-
senting the Roosevelt Island citi-
zens.

This has been a, this has been
a difficult time in the life of
Roosevelt Island.  It certainly
has.  We’ve had talk about inef-
fective RIRAs, we’ve had talk
about self-governance, we’ve
had talk about going back to the City as an option, and so
on, and by the way I’m for that, going back to the City, and
the Board of Directors is working on that as we speak.  It’s
interesting to say that RIRA has done nothing.  I quite frankly
think RIRA has done a considerable amount.  As an example,
how do I spend my time as a member of RIRA, as the Presi-
dent of RIRA?  I spend my time in meetings, 114th Precinct
community meetings.  I spend my time on the Borough
President’s Coalition for Mitchell-Lama; CHOKE, the clean-

air people from Queens;
Community Board 8; a vari-
ety of Community Board
committees of Community
Board 8; the Mitchell-Lama
Coalition.  I’ve been to Al-
bany lobbying, I’ve been to
DHCR lobbying on behalf of
Eastwood and their rent de-
terminations.  I even go to
Maple Tree Group meetings.
The Common Council has
gotten $50,000 in scholar-
ship money for the Nursery
School from Public Purpose
funds.  We’ve gotten
$25,000 for the Boy Scouts,
a van which they share with
anyone else who wants it.
I’ve been actively involved
with the Seniors, the Youth
Center, the disabled, and so
on.  So to say that... and I
might add, by the way, that I
don’t think I’ve ever seen
Matthew Katz at any of those

meetings I just described.  So I think we’ve got to put our
money where our mouth is, and I think we’ve got to judge
RIRA by what RIRA does as opposed to what people say
RIRA does.  You will be given flyers toward
the end of the meeting so that you can judge
for yourselves.  What you will read is fact.
The fact is that for the last four years RIRA
has represented this community, in, I think,
a fine way.

One thing that concerns me about this
whole situation here, that is that the RIRA
President’s job is a full-time job.  I wish it
weren’t, but it is.  And if you add in the Com-
munity Board and the RIOC Board of Direc-
tors, it’s more than a full-time job.  It is a
challenging, a worthwhile job, it pays no
money, as do not the other [UNINT] pay.
And I personally have gotten a great deal of
self-satisfaction from this, and I continue, I
hope that you all will continue to allow me
to do this, because I honestly believe, in my
heart of hearts, although Matthew Katz is a
good man, a decent man, a well-intentioned
man, I don’t think he’s up to the job.  Thank
you.  Thank you very much.

Sy Williams (Moderator):  I wanted to
mention that, although we have a team of
Patrick Stewart and Joan Christianson, and
[a team of] Matthew Katz and Byron
Gaspard, when it comes to election day, you don’t have to
vote for the team.  You can split your vote.  I just wanted to
make sure you’re aware of that.

Candidates for First Vice President
Joan Christianson:  Good evening.  For those of you

who don’t know me, I’m Joan Christianson.  I’ve lived on
the Island for roughly 23½ years.  I’ve been the Vice Presi-
dent of the Residents Association for the past two years,
and for the two years before that, I was a representative for
Eastwood on the Common Council.  Through the years I’ve
belonged to, I’ve been a Little League mom, I’ve managed,
I’ve umpired.  I’ve helped out with soccer, I’ve been very
involved with Saint Frances Cabrini Roman Catholic Church
on the Island, and a few other groups, mostly a lot of stuff
involving the children.

It’s been interesting being on the RIRA Common Coun-
cil, to say the least.  There are many different viewpoints,
and we all seem to express them, sometimes with a little
more enthusiasm than probably is needed.  I think we’ve
accomplished a lot in the last four years... the last two years.
I’ve seen many things, you know, God bless Al Weinstein.
When he was here he was constantly worried about our Tram,

and, you know, with the
RIRA Common Council,
would make sure that our
Tram always operated,
and when things were go-
ing badly he was always
there to make sure that we
had the services that we
needed.  And a lot of other
people have worked very
hard throughout the last
couple of years to keep

things going well on this Island and to fight for what we
need, and I believe Patrick Stewart has been one of our stron-
gest supporters.  I, for one, would not want the job of Presi-
dent of RIRA.  From what I’ve witnessed, from what I’ve
observed since being his Vice President, he goes to more
meetings than anyone I’ve met in my life.

You know, I think that we can continue to fight together,
we can continue to fight to get a better Public Safety.  I
mean, I have my own personal problems with Public Safety,
but overall we need something different on the Island where
Public Safety is concerned.  And Byron, for one, has worked
very hard on the issue of Public Safety.  But again it’s some-
thing that RIRA can work on and hopefully we can have a
voice in changing things.  I think that the new, the RIOC
that we have right now, from what I’ve been... from meet-
ings that I’ve gone to and things that I’ve observed, are lis-
tening to us better than the previous one.  I’m not saying
Rob Ryan is great, whether he’s better than Jerry Blue was,
I’m not 100% sure yet, but I think they’re listening [UNINT].
I think because we have Patrick on the RIOC Board, Susan
Whitaker, and actually, Leo Kayser, who is a new member
and a Governor appointee, doesn’t seem to be looking for
any political future, and again he is working very well with
Patrick and with Susan and with David [Kraut], to fight for
what we want.  And I personally feel that Patrick and I and
the RIRA Common Council have a better chance of pushing
for more representation on the RIOC Board as it stands now
than in pushing through a legislation that would completely
change the RIOC Board.  Thank you.

Byron Gaspard:  I’m glad that you came out.  This is
wonderful, to see people so concerned about their commu-
nity.  My name is Byron Gaspard and I’m running for First
Vice President.  In the two and a half years I’ve been a mem-
ber of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association I worked
as Vice President of Educational, Cultural, and Social Ser-
vices, was the Chairperson of the Public Safety Committee,
was a member of the 114th Precinct Committee, was ap-
pointed by Joseph Lynch of DHCR to the Capital and Com-

munity Planning Commit-
tee that voted against the
minischools, a minischool
project that was voted for
by RIOC in spite of the
community’s concerns, in
spite of the community’s
rejection of this project.
The RIOC Board eventu-
ally voted for the mini-
schools, ignoring the
community.  And our
President of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Associa-
tion abstained the vote, a
chance he had to really let
that voice be heard, by a
person who was President
of the Roosevelt Island
Residents Association,
who is also a member, a
voting member of the
RIOC Board, he had a
chance of letting his voice
be heard, and his voice
wasn’t heard.  He ab-

stained the vote.  He had a chance to let the community know
that he is working on behalf of our community.

And that’s the problem that we have with the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association.  We’ve been divided and torn.
We haven’t been able to represent the Roosevelt Island com-
munity because we’ve been too torn fighting against each
other to do the work that is needed for the residents of
Roosevelt Island.  This is why I decided to run.  We need a
RIRA that works for the community.  We need to give RIRA
back to the community, and the only way it’s going to hap-
pen is if you elect change.  Do not be afraid of change.  Do
not vote on familiarity.  Vote on change that’s going to ben-
efit you, the residents of Roosevelt Island, because this is a
wonderful community and I believe that Katz and myself
can continue to contribute toward this wonderful commu-
nity.

Transcript:  Debate October 25

Strong Disagreements Evident in RIRA Debate

Candidates for the Presidency and First Vice Presidency
of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association debated
Wednesday evening, October 25.  Their opening and
closing statements and their responses to audience
questions are reproduced in full here.  Where [UNINT]
appears, The WIRE’s recording was briefly unintelligible.
The unabridged transcript is available on Website
NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com, but for space reasons
procedural announcements and dialogue are deleted here
and some questions are condensed.

Matthew Katz

Patrick Stewart
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Walter Hill:  Good evening, folks.  My name is Walter
Hill.  I’m an elected member of Roosevelt Island’s Resi-
dents Association, RIRA.  As a member of RIRA, one of
my duties is to represent the interests of its members.  When
I say “its members” I mean Roosevelt Island Associates.
Now, all of you are members of RIRA but you’re not elected
representatives.  I represent the interests of Roosevelt Is-
land to all governments, quasi-governments, private institu-
tions, that develop the policy that affects Roosevelt Island
and its residents, and those that manage and supervise our
houses, and those that manage or supervise our Island op-
erations, and to insure that the health and safety and welfare
of the residents involved in the life of the community are
maintained, and improved.  And so I’m seeking to run again.
Why?  Because things are happening before your very eyes
that are blinding to some of us.  Such as self-governance.
Are we ready for that?  Think about it.  It’s a sham.  The $40
million worth of infrastructure, at its last report RIOC has
less than $10,000 in the bank.  What purpose?  How are we
going to self-govern?  Are we going to float bonds?  Who is
going to buy these bonds?  Not me.  Not you.  Why?  Be-
cause we can’t afford to.

The other most important issue, crime.  Crime is every-
where in the universe.  Thank God we don’t have face-to-
face shoot-outs on Roosevelt Island.  But people, there isn’t
any doping.  Sure there’s crime.  And we have children and
young adults in the community, but we must talk to our neigh-
bors.  These are their children.  And they are their parents.
The hue and cry for Public Safety – change, what is the
change for?  Because Public Service operates like the New
York City Police Department.  It has the same mentality,
except they are unarmed.  You disliked Peter Norwood, and
now you dislike Fry.  You want City police to be placed on
the Island.  Forget it.  In the Council I hear discussion about
park rangers.  What can park rangers do that Public Safety
doesn’t do?

And so that’s why I’m running for Vice President of
Roosevelt Island Association.  Thank you very much.

Questions
Margie Smith:  Patrick, I’m not sure what your position

is on Southtown.  I look back at the President’s column in
the January WIRE and you say, “I give you my personal
promise that the GDP will not be compromised...”  The GDP
is clearly being violated at the Southtown plan.  That’s why
RIRA has intervened.  Can you state very clearly, are you
for the present Southtown plan or are you against it?

Stewart:  Very very quickly, I’m for the Southtown plan
as long as it complies with the General Development Plan.
That has yet to be determined in a court of law.  I believe
that 5,000 new people are essential to this community and I
am for it.  Now, let me say, beyond that, that because of the
legal situation, both as a Board member of RIOC and as the
President of RIRA, I have had to excuse myself from any of
these discussions, so I’m speaking purely from a personal
point of view.  I’m very much for Southtown.

Katz:  I’m certainly for development, too.  We need the
revenue that it encompasses, but you can’t be looking at the
bottom line only.  There’s such a thing as the quality of life
on this Island and there needs to be a balance in any of the
development that is done.  That’s the reason a year and a
half ago that the Roosevelt Island Residents Association put
together a legal committee to try to have the opportunity of
having some legal recourse in all the questions of develop-
ment on the Island, and I should tell you that the Residents
Association Common Council voted to create this commit-
tee, voted to define this committee so that it would encom-
pass all the development on the Island, voted to hire DeForest
& Duer as the law firm representing the interests of the Com-
mon Council and the residents of this Island, and then voted
to insert itself as a part of the RIRSD suit against both RIOC
and Hudson and Related companies.  There have been four
votes now by the Common Council to support some kind of
legal action against the Southtown proposition so that we
simply get ourselves a vote at the table, so that this commu-
nity is heard.  I can tell you from the first day until the present,
or at least the first day until Patrick had to recuse himself
because of his conflict of interest, that he has never sup-
ported the most fundamental thing we’ve done, which is to
raise the bucks to pay the law firm.

In this very room in 1999, Gifford Miller, our Council-
man, stood right here and he said, “If you are serious about
having a legal voice on this Island for any development at
all, you need a war chest, and you should think about seri-
ously putting together $100,000 if you want to be taken seri-
ously.”  The next speaker was Patrick Stewart who said,
“No, no, no, this is not the time to raise money,” and from
that day until this there has never been a right time to raise
money.  If people like Judy Berdy and the other members of
committee hadn’t put together a core amount of $10,000
there would be no legal action on this Island, at least not
from the Common Council.  From that day until this Patrick
has subverted any opportunity to raise money.  A year ago
my wife put together an Island-wide effort to go into all of
the buildings and do a serious fund-raising to try to give this
legal action some clout.  And we gave the members of the
Common Council packets to give out.  Two weeks after that
effort Patrick Stewart returned his to Sherie, unopened.  If
that is support of the actions of the Common Council, then I
don’t see how Patrick Stewart is supporting the efforts of
this residents community.

Linda Pickett:  I’d like to know what you are going to do
to get money from the State for this Island.  That’s the only
way we are going to survive and we can’t do it on just pins

and needles.
Katz:  Ma’am, you’re absolutely right.  It’s all about

money.  The current RIOC has been told by Governor Pataki,
“This Island is self-sufficient,” and so, four and a half years
ago, he eliminated both the operating subsidies and the capi-
tal subsidies to this Island.  We haven’t gotten a dime from
the State in four and a half years.  We have been told, “You’re
self-sufficient, you have enough revenue from the opera-
tions of this Island  to run the Island,” and for those of you
who have lived here for a while, you’ve seen the infrastruc-
ture deteriorate and deteriorate.

How do we get money for this Island?  Well, RIOC is
putting all of its eggs into one basket – the development of
the Island.  They don’t much care what the quality of our
life is because most of them don’t live here.  Their sole re-
sponsibility is to make good on Governor Pataki’s statement
that this Island is self-sufficient.  We aren’t.  There is a Gen-
eral Development Plan and it says we are
self-sufficient when we reach a popula-
tion of about 16,000.  We ain’t there yet.
We’re 8,300 people.

With the plan that I have proposed –
that the bill in Albany states – is we will
have no political ties.  We can ask Re-
publicans or Democrats for money.  Not
only that, but in the infrastructure ques-
tions of this Island there is a cap, there is
a limiting of the liability of this Island.
The present RIOC is responsible for 100%
of the infrastructure costs of this Island.
With the bill we are proposing and that is
in Albany right now, there is a cap of,
depending on which bill you’re talking
about, Assembly or Senate, $250,000,
$500,000, within a budget of $9 million.
The rest of the responsibility is the State’s.
That’s the point.

Stewart:  RIOC, right now, to give the
devil their due, is in the process of ob-
taining money from various State departments.  Not very
much.  It’s less than one million dollars.  The only way that
we are going to get money from anyone is to continue on the
basis of going forward with returning this community to the
City.  No doubt about it.  If you look at the self-governance
bill of the Maple Tree Group, very simply, what that does,
and this is very, very serious, is that after RIOC2, and that’s
what they call the new organization, after RIOC2 takes over,
within a certain period of time, three years, the State will be
able to pull out of Roosevelt Island entirely.  There will be
no State obligation to this Island whatsoever.  We will sit
here with $200,000,000 in debt to be paid to the Empire
State Development Corporation; we will be sitting here with
$50,000,000 in infrastructure damage that was done through
the past five years and not taken care of; we will be here
without any operating money at all other than what can be
generated in revenues off the Island.  And we will be sitting
here with no capital expenditure money at all.  That, to me,
is financial suicide.  I cannot, in good conscience, allow
anybody to do anything anywhere near that sort of thing to
the people of this Island.  And I will not, will not, stand for
eight or nine people in the Maple Tree Group making a de-
cision on what they believe is the best for this Island.  What
is best for this Island is a generally-elected Residents Asso-
ciation with a responsible direction purely for the simple
reason that we have 8,500 people on this Island that have to
be protected, and they’ll be damned if five or ten people are
going to tell us how to do it.

Ed Igel:  I’m a resident of 531, and at a recent RIOC
meeting, the vote on the minischool came up.  You failed to
vote against it, Mr. Stewart.  Had a golden opportunity, you
blew it.   Everybody in the community was against it.  You
abstained.  An abstention is not a vote Yes.  I don’t under-
stand the rationale behind it, I would also like to know how
anybody can have any confidence in your judgment after
you failed to carry out the public will to that extent.

Stewart:  Thank you for sharing, Mr. Igel.  To repeat
what I said to you the other night, and in hopes that there
will be some understanding what the vote to abstain means,
very simply, there was a resolution put before the Board of
Directors.  In addition to that resolution there was an amend-
ment put forward by one of the other Directors.  I, as a Di-
rector, did not have the complete understanding of that
amendment to the resolution.  Therefore, in conscience and
in reality, I couldn’t vote for it, and I couldn’t vote against
it, because I didn’t know what it was.  Therefore, the only
alternative left is to abstain, which as we all know, is not a
vote “yes,” it is not a vote “no,” it is a vote of concern.  Does
that help?

Katz:  I think the fundamental difference here is that there
is a built-in conflict of interest for a RIRA President who is
also on the RIOC Board.  This RIOC Board serves at the
pleasure of one person, the Governor of the State of New
York, and whether it’s George Pataki or Mario Cuomo or
the next fellow down the pike, you can’t serve two masters,
and this is what this appointment has involved.  Now the
constitution of the RIRA Common Council asks that the
President be appointed, be an ex officio appointment to the
RIOC Board.  That is not what’s happened.  George Pataki
has appointed Patrick, and if I win this election, George
Pataki will still have Patrick Stewart on the RIOC Board.  It
is my considered opinion that the RIRA President should
never be on the RIOC Board.  There is a built-in conflict of
interest that will rear its ugly head over and over and over
again.  You are either loyal to the Governor or you are loyal

to this community.  It can’t be both.
Robert Chira:  I would like you to spell out your vision,

your objectives.  What do you see as the long-term, me-
dium-term Island?  What should it look like?  What kind of
people should be attracted to this community?  In other
words, you want to represent the community, but where do
you want to lead it, and what is your vision of its future?

Stewart:  I think that, or I know that, at least for the in-
terim period, we need to develop this Island.  By that I mean
that we need to build Southtown and have those 5,000 resi-
dents here, for pure economic reasons.  The kinds of people,
no I’m not sure I’m prepared to address what kind of people
we’re looking for, I think the General Development Plan
outlines that fairly well.  I would say, for simplicity, we’re
looking for all kinds of people, rich, poor, short, tall, black,
white, whatever.

Beyond that, we have probably the most valuable piece of
real estate in the State of New York called
Southpoint.  What do I see for that?  I see
the original vision, the Roosevelt Memo-
rial.  I also see a development, which
could be housing.  It could be a museum.
It could be any number of things, but it
must be appropriate to this Island.  And
when I say “appropriate,” what do I mean
by that?  To me, it has to be right eco-
nomically for the Island, it has to be right
socially for the Island, and it has to be
right environmentally for the Island.  If
you ask me about Southpoint, the hotel,
I’m against that 100%, and I have every
reason to believe that that will not go for-
ward.   There is some space in Octagon
Park, the ecological park, that is available.
The Board is now looking at a developer
who is interested in building five-story
housing on the footprint of the lunatic asy-
lum that will house everyone from stu-
dents to seniors to artists to whatever.  The

Eldercare facility, I really don’t know about.  As you know,
we fought and won the move to get the Eldercare facility
out of Octagon Park, and then it was moved to be put on top
of the Sportspark, which is, again, a park.  It is my under-
standing as I am here tonight that that will probably not go
forward.  Have I left anything out?

Katz:  You know, I agree with Patrick.  We have some-
thing called this General Development Plan, which is part
of the master lease between City and State, and it answers a
lot of these questions.  Going back 30 years, there was this
visionary in the ’60s by the name of Ed Logue, who had the
idea for this planned community, and he and others like him
put together this idea of affordable housing, understanding
that that was not paramount in the ideas of the developers in
Manhattan and New York City, and the idea of mixing groups
of people of different ethnic groups and different social
groups and different financial groups, and that all came to-
gether in this planned community called Roosevelt Island.
And it worked.  I mean, it’s wonderful.  I mean, that’s why
we’re all here, isn’t it?  But that doesn’t mean it’s going to
stay wonderful.  There’s all kinds of development planned
for this Island.  This community has no voice in those plans.
We need to get a seat at the table so we can urge them to
recognize that there are people living here now – people
who have a certain vision of what this Island has been, is
now, and should be in the future.  A combination of com-
mercial ventures and residential ventures, and our green
space – our trees and our baseball fields and our soccer fields
and our public gardens.  These are the things that make this
such a special community, and if we can’t communicate that
to developers who are looking at the bottom line, then
Roosevelt Island will cease to exist, GDP – General Devel-
opment Plan – or no.  It is our responsibility, certainly the
responsibility of the RIRA Common Council, and its Presi-
dent, to insure that that General Development Plan is abided
by.

Williams [reading question submitted in writing by
Shirley Margolin]:  What has your role  been in bringing
the concerns of Roosevelt Island to Community Board 8?

Stewart:  What the Community Board has done, and has
most recently done, as you probably noticed trying to get
down stairs at the Tram over there, is... the Community Board
has recommended and in fact gotten the money and the
wherewithal to redo the Tram stairs on the Manhattan side.
It will be built in such a way that new elevators, ADA-com-
pliant elevators, will be installed in that area.  Community
Board 8 has also asked the City for money to totally recon-
struct the 36th Avenue Bridge.  Community Board 8 has in
more instances supported us in our efforts to keep
Southpoint, the hotel out of there.  Community Board 8,
along with the Sutton Area Committee, the Beekman Place
Committee, the Turtle Bay Committee, the 59th Street Task
Force, through the Community Board, have supported the
Island in any number of ways, from literally being ADA-
compliant at the Tramway to Southpoint to the Eldercare
facility to the minischools and so on.  We are part of Com-
munity Board 8.  Roosevelt Island is part of Manhattan Com-
munity Board 8.  We have three members who sit on that
Board, and three members who work very hard for the inter-
ests of this Island.

Katz:  My only connection with Community Board 8 has
been through my professional life when I made an appeal in
front of them, although I expect that if I’m elected Presi-
dent, I will have some need to make myself known to them.
But do keep in mind that I’m not running for the President

Byron Gaspard
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of Community Board 8 or District Board 2 or the RIOC
Board of Directors.  I’m running to be the President of our
RIRA Common Council.

And you know as I look at this handout that Patrick has
put out on what RIRA has done, I don’t remember voting
for any of these things through the Common Council.  I see
things that the RIOC Board has done through their public
purpose funds and I see things that the Community Board
has done, but I don’t see anything that the Common Council
has done.  That’s the post I’m running for and I would like
to make the Common Council proactive and reactive so that
we could actually put something out like this and be proud
of it.

Martin Atkins:  To be President takes an incredible
amount of time.  I would like you to write down how much
time you think you can spend per month, and ask you to
write down how much time you’ve actually spent per month,
so I can get a better handle of how you’ll be able to fulfill
your post.

Katz:  It’s a really good question.  Because I know full
well how many hours this is going to take.  And I spent a
good part of the summer deciding whether I was going to
simply walk away from the Common Council, as so many
others who have put in a term, or try to effect change on the
Common Council.  I’m retired.  I have the time to put in.  I
have spent 20 years of my life running committees at a non-
profit organization, trying to put 30 volunteers in a room to
get something done.  Sound familiar?  I mean, this is essen-
tially what the Common Council is, and does.  These were
monthly meetings, and I am the first one to tell you that the
real work of the Common Council doesn’t happen on the
first Wednesday of each month.  It happens between those
meetings.  That’s where the important work of the Common
Council has to happen, through the committees, through in-
dividual effort, and through the officers of the organization,
the President and First Vice President.  That means going to
every meeting that will hear you.  That means going to try to
find every kind of resource to support the Island that you
can possibly find.  It is tremendously time-consuming and
I’m fully aware of that.  It is daytime programs, it is going to
meet with the MTA, which I’ve done.  It’s going to meet
with DHCR, which I’ve done; it’s going to meet with our
public officials, which I’ve done both here and up in Al-
bany.  I’m fully aware of what you’re talking about and you
are absolutely right.

Could Byron answer some of that, because he’s been such
a part of this, as well?  Would that be all right?  Could he
take the rest of my time?  May I allocate the rest of my time
to Byron?

Williams:  Another 30 seconds.
Byron Gaspard:  That’s a very interesting question.  The

whole idea of putting time into serving your community
means that you are partial in terms of the type of work you
want to do for your community.  You can’t
put time into compartments.  Of course
you have to have a personal life, but your
personal life is your community.  If your
community falls apart, that affects your
personal life.  The fact of the matter is,
you have to be dedicated to the commu-
nity, you have to love this community, and
if you truly do, you will put in the time
that’s necessary for this committee.

My wife and I, when we first moved
here two and a half years ago – a little
over that – we sat up until 1:00 o’clock in
the morning.  We were patrolling our halls
against stopping drug trafficking in
Eastwood, stopping gambling and garbage
being thrown down in the hallways, and I
thought Public Safety failed to give us the
security we needed, and we were very
successful in stopping the drug traffick-
ing, getting actual arrests to take place.
We had people arrested on the fourth floor.  We had people
arrested.  We made the Public Safety Department suscep-
tible to the conditions on the fourth floor, and we dedicated
ourselves, and every minute of time that we have to dedi-
cate to our community, I promise you we will dedicate to
our community, because this is about the residents.  It is not
about me.

Stewart:  There’s one thing I do agree with Matt about,
and that is the work of RIRA is not done on Wednesday
night, once a month.  It is done daily, it is done by a variety
of different people.  But to answer your question, I spend
six to eight hours a day, weekly.  I spend probably between
one and four hours each night, and I probably spend four
hours each day Saturday and Sunday.

David Bauer:  Let me just raise this question, if I could,
to the Vice Presidential candidates.  What obligation do you
feel the officers of RIRA have to carry out the wishes of the
Common Council and the citizens of the Island?

Gaspard:  I think that the First Vice President has a re-
sponsibility to work with the task force, to work with the
different organizations on the Island, to bring anybody to
the table who has a vested interest in our community.  We
have to commit ourselves to that type of change.  In the past
the Roosevelt Island Residents Association has acted almost
like a political club, a Democratic or Republican club.  We
need to really open it up to the community and really bring
people to the table that have a vested interest in our commu-
nity.  We need a youth representative from the Roosevelt
Island Youth Program, from the Beacon Program.  They
can actually sit on the Roosevelt Island Residents Associa-

tion and be a part of the political process.  This is their com-
munity, too.  You know, they’re not taboo, they’re not a
disease, they’re our youth, and we need to start treating them
that way.  We need to have representatives from Coler-
Goldwater to sit on our Common Council so that we can
hear some of their best interests and their concerns on the
Roosevelt Island Residents Association.  We need to have a
more active Public Safety Committee, and to become even
more active.  We’re paying more than $1.5 million to the
Public Safety [Department], and we’re not getting the secu-
rity that is needed from Public Safety.  We need to really
start holding back our monies and not pay good money after
bad, and have a Public Safety that meets the security needs
of Roosevelt Island.  We need to be more about the resi-
dents and less about ourselves.

Hill:  What was the question?
Williams:  Would you restate the question, please?
Bauer:  What obligation do you, as an officer of RIRA,

have to carry out the wishes of the Common Council and the
citizens of the Island?

Hill:  Well, I believe the duties of the
Vice President would be to be a liaison
with the President from the community,
and he doesn’t have a format of his own.
He just follows the format of the commu-
nity and relays it to the President.  That’s
it.

Christianson:  I think that the Vice
President is obligated to carry out the
wishes of the community.  And I think that
RIRA has done that.  I mean, I’m sitting
here and I guess being a resident for as
long as I have, and it took me a while to
get involved in RIRA.  When I first moved
here I was a little involved; at that time
my husband was very involved.  I was
more involved in raising my children.
And I realize that you go through various
stages in your life, and now I’m at a stage
where – you don’t want to know the rea-
son I got involved in RIRA but I’m in-
volved.  A lot of people in this commu-
nity out there don’t care what we do. It’s
a terrible thing to say, but they don’t.  It’s a handful of people
that care, that meet and care what goes on in this commu-
nity.  The rest of them go about their daily lives and couldn’t
give a hoot less what we do.

RIRA is elected by the residents, but we’re not some big
powerful organization.  I honestly feel that in the last couple
of years we’ve gained more respect with our politicians, with
RIOC that stands here now, even with the Governor, be-
cause we’re loud, and we’ve shown that we’re not going to
just sit by and do nothing.  And we have divisions within the

RIRA Common Council itself.  That’s
normal.  We’re human beings, we all have
different points of view, we all see things
differently and we want to go about things
differently.  And it’s the majority of
people that have to rule.  If a vote comes
about and I don’t happen to agree with it,
I’m not going to work against that because
I didn’t vote for it.  At the same time, if I
vote for something that is passed and other
people have voted against it, I expect them
to work just as hard to see what the ma-
jority of people want done.  Thank you.

Mary Camper-Titsingh:  Yes, my
question is directed to Byron Gaspard.
What have you done in the past and what
will you specifically do to improve pub-
lic safety on this Island?

Gaspard:  In the past I’ve been chair-
person of the Public Safety Committee.
We worked to make this community more
aware of the amount of money that’s paid

into the Public Safety [Department] and the type of work
that we are given for our money.  We were very successful
in getting Public Safety more aware that more internal pa-
trols, especially those patrols that are least secure such as
Eastwood which is the least secure development on
Roosevelt Island, we made them more aware that we need
internal patrols.  We had meetings.  We met with the 114th
Precinct.  Our first meeting was with the 114th Precinct, the
Public Safety committee, along with the management,
Doryne Isley and other members of management.  We had a
very successful meeting in dealing with the security needs
on Roosevelt Island and we have made the community more
aware of the amount of money that’s being put into a system
that hasn’t met the security needs of Roosevelt Island.  What
are my future plans?  My future plan is to talk to residents,
let them know that their money doesn’t have to be spent
badly, that they can hold back their monies, that they can
talk to their management.  We will meet with management;
we will let them know that we are tired of tolerating a sub-
standard Public Safety system that doesn’t meet our needs,
that doesn’t secure us, that doesn’t make us feel safe in our
own community, and that we’re spending all this money,
over a million dollars, into a system that needs to be spent
better in terms of a security system that meets this wonder-
ful planned community.

In addition to that, I’ve worked with the Roosevelt Island
Beacon Program.  We have drug awareness groups.  We
have cultural enrichment groups.  We have open counseling
groups where we work with youth to make them more aware

of some of the behavior patterns that are destructive to the
community and how they can be more of an asset to this
community.  And I will continue to do that type of work
because our youth is part of this community, too.

Christianson:  Byron has worked very hard on the Public
Safety Committee as a member of the Common Council.  I
have very strong feelings as far as Public Safety is concerned.
I can tend to get a little emotional when I discuss Public
Safety because I think that probably 85 or 90 percent of the
people working over there are incompetent and need to be
changed.  They are given a lot of power with little training,
and I think that’s something that this community needs to be
made aware of.  They’re Peace Officers.  They have this
wonderful status called “Peace Officers,” which...  God only
knows how we allowed that to happen.  And if anything we
need a Public Safety Department that is trained.  If we’re
going to pay all this money, then we deserve people who are
qualified to do the job that we want them to do, and not
people who obviously, if you look at them, I don’t know
what kind of test they take.   I think they scrape the bottom

of the barrel for the most part.  And I think
that’s something that all of us can work
on, and I think that’s something the whole
community has to work on.  It’s getting, I
guess... what I guess we should deserve
for our dollars.  We’re putting a lot of
money in, nothing in return for it.  Thank
you.

Hill:  In my introduction statement, I
declared that the Public Safety has the
mentality of the New York City Police
Department.  That’s what it is.  They carry
on just like the City police do.  And, as
far as the test and the training, it doesn’t
have that much training that they have to
endure.  I was on the Police Department
of the City of New York for three years.  I
wore the blue.  And I know what tran-
spires.  And it’s the same mentality.  Once
you get that authoritative attitude, you take
on that influx.  And about withholding
funds, you talk to Doryne Isley about with-
holding funds from Public Safety?  They

all work for the same people.  You are not going to withhold
any funds.  That’s just a lot of pap.

Judy Berdy:  What would you do, Byron, Joan, and
Walter, to help the Historical Society, to help the residents,
to rally to save our landmarks?

Hill:  Well, for one thing, being, Joan, that you are the
head of or Vice President of the Historical Society, as Vice
President of RIRA I would form a bond with you and we
would go to the Historical Society and we would see what
could prevail that would sort of solidify these sites on the
Island that are noted for being historical monuments, and
get the community involved, because most of the people
don’t know that they’re on the bounds of losing these his-
torical sites.  So you must get out to the residents, because
they’re not informed, and when we have these RIRA meet-
ings, we must get the community to attend, so you can put
forward your suggestions.  And that’s how I would go about
helping the Historical Society of Roosevelt Island.

Christianson:  Well, Judy, you know I’ve been active
where this building’s concerned.  Again, it comes down to:
people on this Island sit back and take life easy and go about
their daily business, and until you start screaming that they’re
needed, they don’t come forward.  And I guess if that’s what
it’s going to take, putting up flyers and organizing where we
have a march, you know, we go for TV coverage or what-
ever, we can do it.  We can all do it.  And that doesn’t have
to be as a Vice President, it can just be as a resident of
Roosevelt Island, because I seriously believe that we need
to save Blackwell House.  You know, I have a personal love
for this building, for all our landmarks, for our past, our
future, for everything that’s going on, you know, the Tram
station, everything, so you call and we’ll be there.

Gaspard:  I believe our history is a very important part of
the existence of our Island.  If we neglect our history, then
we are, in fact, neglecting our community.  I think that it is
very important that we support the landmarks, I think it is
very important that we make ourselves known in terms of
restoring it, and maintaining our landmarks, and as First Vice
President, if I’m elected, I will work very closely with Judy
Berdy to make sure that they are restored and maintained.

Sharon Bermon:  Do you think that it would be appro-
priate for RIRA to do something about the Boy Scouts’ use
of public facilities [concerning discrimination case]?

Katz:  What an interesting question.  To say that I’ve
been thinking about this constantly wouldn’t exactly be the
truth, but I can tell you that it’s certainly appropriate for
RIRA to take this up in debate and to decide if the RIRA
Common Council has a role to play in this.  Off the top of
my head, it sounds like this is the sort of question that might
be more appropriate for the Roosevelt Island Council of
Organizations.  It was my impression that it was their re-
sponsibility to deal with all the variety of organizations on
the Island.  I’m not really sure exactly what it is they do, but
this certainly sounds like something that would fall under
their purview.

Stewart:  To answer your question as best I can, Sharon,
I don’t have the foggiest idea.  I don’t really know what the
issues are other than that there appears to be discrimination.
I would imagine that it has gone to courts of law.  I don’t
really know.  As far as, should people be discriminated
against, if that is the question, absolutely not, in any way,

Walter Hill
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shape or form.  To be specific about the Boy Scouts of
America, I just flat out don’t know.  But I sure as hell will
go home and look.  Thank you.

Joyce Mincheff:  As we all know, the City of New York
leased the land that we are standing on here to the State of
New York [under] a very binding lease agreement.  Patrick,
you’ve come forward with a statement that you’d like to see
the City take us back.  In most cases in order to break a lease
agreement, you can do it under circumstances where you
buy out the lease, which would obligate the State to expense
that they’d probably not want to undergo.  And it’s not re-
ally clear that the City would be willing to fight the legal
battle with the State in order to get out of State control or to
obliterate that lease, or whether that’s something that the
Mayor would consider.

So my question to you initially, Patrick, is have you had
any conversations with the Mayor or anyone at a level that
was considerable enough to give us any sense of commit-
ment on the part of the City that there would be any realistic
chance that they would consider taking us back?

I would also like the opinion of both of you in regard to
the prospect of the City taking us back and whether you think
that’s an option.

Stewart:  To your point, Joyce, about the Lease, in order
to break the Lease in the real world, you must have the agree-
ment of all the parties to the lease, or you must have, you
must have a lawsuit.  Now we all know that the City prob-
ably would not sue the State, and if they did, it would take
forever, so the way to address this situation is with the agree-
ment of the City, State, and/or developers or sources of other
funds.  Would the City be interested in this?  Categorically,
yes.  Would the State be interested in it?  Yes.  Is it a do-
able thing?  Yes.  Is it complicated?  Very.  Because what
will have to happen, very simply, is that the $200 million in
outstanding Empire State Development Corporation bonds
would have to be either paid off or forgiven.  That would
make it a good deal for the State.  Now, what makes it a
good deal for the City?  What makes it a good deal for the
City would be that the flow of income from ground rents
and so on, the money that goes to RIOC right now, in addi-
tion to all the future development on the Island, would flow
to the City.  That would therefore make it worthwhile for
the City.  The most important part of this question is, what’s
in it for the citizens.  The City and State are fine.   What
about us?  The Board of Directors of the Operating Corpo-
ration, as a matter of fact, is meeting tomorrow to discuss
this.  There is a very general point of view, there are no
specifics that have been put down yet, there have been con-
versations with politicians, specifically the borough presi-
dent and Gifford Miller and Pete Grannis, to date.

The idea of this to me is a very good idea, but with one
proviso, and the Board is perfectly aware of this.  The pro-
viso is that the General Development Plan be followed to
the letter.  That the lease, and as we all know the General
Development Plan is part of the lease, that that lease protect
the people on this Island as we are and as we have been and
as we will be.  Otherwise, there can be no deal.  I think that
reasonable people in a reasonable fashion can come away
from negotiations such as this with the State being forgiven,
let’s say, $200 million in debt.  The City’s ability to pick up
$40 million worth of infrastructure damage repairs, the City
then assuming the flow of income from taxes and new build-
ings and the outside financing, the little land that we have
left that is available, would be sold.  It would then pass to –
sold for 68 years, because there’s 68 years to go on the Lease
– that land, and there’s precious little of it, by the way, would
have to be developed under the terms of the General Devel-
opment Plan.  That is to say, as of right now.  So the com-
munity would be getting an up-front payment of x number
of dollars for the land.  The developer would therefore have
to be quick about putting up the development because he’s
already got an investment here.  The development that he
puts up must be in accord with the General Development
Plan.  Now, it is very complex, and I don’t pretend to under-
stand one half of it.  But it is possible, there are some very
good people who are working on it.  I believe that for the
good of the people on this Island, that this is a viable option.
I’m told that it could be done within two to three years.  I’m
told that.  I don’t know that.  But I do believe it is well worth
all of our while to move forward, not to do it, but to see if it
can be done and if it can be done, to do it.  Thank you very
much.

Katz:  There’s no getting away from it.  It’s an intriguing
idea.  Everybody thinks that our problems may very well be
solved if we go back to the City.  But I think we need to
consider what the reality of the situation right now is.  If, in
fact, we are facing $40 million in infrastructure costs, then
the City would be picking up $40 million in infrastructure
costs.  If the City simply bides its time and waits 68 years,
what they get is a completely developed Island which is pay-
ing out ground rents on a regular basis, Roosevelt Island is
then a cash cow.  I’m not sure I understand why they would
want to take on that kind of debt now, when if they bide
their time, they get a cash cow later.

What about our point of view?  Well, there is a master
lease and if you break the Master Lease everything that goes
with the Master Lease is also a thing of the past.  The Gen-
eral Development Plan is part of the Master Lease, and if
we go back to the City, the General Development Plan no
longer exists.  Will the City give us some other kind of pro-
tection?  I don’t know, and neither does anyone else.  My
fear is, as Leo Kayser has told us – Leo Kayser’s a member
of the RIOC Board – that the Island would simply be turned
over to the highest bidder and the market rate would rule.  If

that is the case, then Roosevelt Island as a planned commu-
nity ceases to exist.

Closing Statements
Candidates for First Vice President

Hill:  Thank you.  I’m holding in my hand the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association constitution, which was
adopted in December, 1991, and through the four years of
being a member of RIRA, 50% of these amendments have
not been abided by, and as Vice President-elect, I would try
to enforce these amendments when we have our daily meet-
ings, because every one of the members on the RIRA Coun-
cil now has their own agenda.  They come in and they dis-
rupt the meetings, the public meetings, everything is in a
chaos.  We get nothing done.  We hear the complaints of the
community, we hear the complaints of the structural disinte-
gration, but we’re not able to do anything about it.  If we
abide by this and follow Robert’s Rules, we might be able
to be effective in the Council meetings.  That’s all I have to
say.

Gaspard:  I think we need to ask ourselves a very impor-
tant question.  We need to look at our community and ask
ourselves, “What has the Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation done for me?”  And if we come up empty, then we
know there’s a change to make.  You know, we had this
paper that was passed around, and this is indicative of the
type of problems we have with the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents Association.  Most of these things we haven’t even
voted on.  So how is it accomplished?  Who did it?  It cer-
tainly wasn’t done by the Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation.  The Roosevelt Island Residents Association was
so busy backbiting and fighting and divided that they weren’t
able to serve the community.  As First Vice President, if
elected, I would work with task forces, I would work with
committees, to make sure that the committees deal with the
goals that meet the mandates of the community.  We had a
housing committee that worked on fire safety.  But there
were other issues.  There were issues that I would term se-
curity, not having security cameras.  There were issues of
drug trafficking that affected almost every development here
on Roosevelt Island.  There were issues of security and pub-
lic safety that affected every one of us here on Roosevelt
Island.  We need to really deal realistically with those issues
that really affect us, that face us every single day:  Commu-
nity issues, issues that affect our pocketbook, issues that af-
fect our lives here on Roosevelt Island.  And that’s what I
would do.  I would deal with those issues that affect you.
Not the issues that affect me, not the issues that make me
look politically good, but issues that make the community
strong because we’re dealing with community issues.

Christianson:  I’m very glad you brought up about this
paper.  One of the things that I’ve learned in the past few
years is that not everything can be done by a group of 30 or
35 people who meet once a month.  Things are done by
individuals, things are done by small groups of people, and
not everything comes back to the whole Common Council.
I mean, some things that were worked on on Community
Board 8, they weren’t brought back to the Common Coun-
cil, and it’s rightly so.  Everything can’t, or nothing will be
accomplished.  I mean, if things are needed, if a whole Coun-
cil vote is needed on something, then it’s brought to the
Council, but if you’re going to bring everything that con-
cerns us back to 35 people, you’re going to wind up getting
nothing at all done.  We added two...  Patrick and Susan, by
the way, are not government appointees to the RIOC Board.
We fought, a group of residents and Common Council mem-
bers fought, through the Mayor of New York, to get them
on the RIOC Board.  When we saw that we weren’t going to
get them on, that Patrick wasn’t going to get a rightful seat
just as President of the Residents Association, we went
through the Mayor’s office to get it done, so he wasn’t ap-
pointed by the Governor.  He was appointed by the Mayor
of New York.

Everything that we’ve done that...  Everything that we’ve
done, we’ve done with Common Council approval, for the
most part.  As far as Southtown is concerned, the way we
proceeded, we went back to the Council with everything and
proceeded with their approval.  RIRA went in as interve-
nors in the case because that’s what the Common Council
chose for them to do, and personally, as I have walked around
this Island, that’s what people told me they wanted.  That’s
how we proceeded.

I’m not going to give you illusions.  I’m not living in a
world of illusions.  I mean, it’s nice to want everything to be
perfect, and it’s nice to want everything to run in what sounds
like a great storybook tale.  But this is Roosevelt Island.
We’re part of New York City.  You know, people here, as
I’ve said several times tonight, have other things to do.  I
mean, look at the number of people, for 8,500 people, this
room isn’t even filled tonight.  That’s how much they care.
A small group of people will care; as you move on to some-
thing else, another group of people will come in to care.
That’s just the way life is.

You know, if you want to vote for me, vote for me.  If you
don’t want to vote for me, I’ll still do what I do.  It’s, you
know, that’s up to you.  Thank you.

Candidates for President
Katz:  I’m the challenger.  First, I’d like to make two

corrections.  Number one, Patrick and Susan, if I under-
stand correctly, were nominated by the Mayor but in fact
they were appointed by the Governor, who is the only one
who has that right.  Number two, the Maple Tree Group is
not the progenitor, is not...  This bill is not the creature of

the Maple Tree Group.  Yes, we’ve had a great deal to do in
writing it, in formulating it, in debating for it.  This is in fact
the creature of the Senate and the Assembly, of our co-spon-
sors for this bill, of Olga Mendez who is our State Senator,
of Pete Grannis, who is our State Assemblyman.  They are
the co-sponsors of the bill.  If it’s anybody’s, it’s theirs at
this point.

Number two, on this Island, if this bill belongs to any-
body, it belongs to the RIRA Common Council.  The Com-
mon Council has voted on three separate occasions to sup-
port this bill.  First, in principle, secondly, February 1999,
the language was to actively support the passage of the
Grannis bill.  The Common Council has never actually done
that, but they agreed to do it.  And finally, just this past
February, this bill was taken apart, section by section, and a
form of this bill was given to Olga and to Pete with the ap-
proval of the Common Council.  So, really, this is a bill that
has been through the mill, this is a bill that has been ap-
proved by the RIRA Common Council.  So let’s keep this
straight.

I had some ideas about a closing statement but what I
would like you to do as you leave here tonight, I would like
you to go outside and I’d like you to look at some of the
literature around the Island that Patrick and I have put up.
I’d like you to make some comparisons.  This is a piece of
their literature, and it talks about the Maple Tree Group and
Matt Katz – I think his stuff talks about me more than mine
does – what this thing says, it talks about a conversation of
Jorge Vidro responding to Matt Katz in a meeting, this Feb-
ruary 10 meeting with Olga and Pete Grannis.  In fact the
conversation that they’re talking about never took place.
There is a transcript of that meeting.  I have it here.  The
conversation that took place was between Jorge Vidro and a
fellow named Lee Edelman, and he doesn’t look anything
like me, and he can speak for himself.  I have the entire
transcript; you could look it up on the website.

Also, it says that it was about lack of democracy in Maple
Tree Group.  No, it wasn’t.  What that conversation was
about was the size of the RIOC Board and whether a larger
RIOC Board would be more democratic than a smaller RIOC
Board.  You can look it up.  It’s on the record.

At best, this is irresponsible campaigning.  At worst, it’s
scandalous.  And I think this should stop.  Look at our cam-
paign literature around the Island.  You will not see any
reference to Patrick and Joan whatsoever.  You will not see
any reference to the past two years whatsoever.  What you
will see is our hopes for the future – what we’re hoping to
do over the next two years, how we are hoping to change
RIOC to make it a more active organization, a more respon-
sive organization, an organization that can sit in a room and
work for a common cause.  That is our function, that is our
responsibility to you.  We ask you to support me, Matthew
Katz, Byron Gaspard, on November 7, and please, come
out and vote for that referendum question.  I’m wearing a
92% button.  Some of you may remember, two years ago,
we had 92% of those people voting, voting for the Grannis
bill.  We’re asking you again to show that you are in favor
of elective government for the RIOC Board, because that’s
the American way.  Thank you.

Stewart:  Thank you all.  I’m not going to talk about the
92% because that’s a spurious statistic, anyway.  What we
are talking about here is democracy.  What we are talking
about here is Roosevelt Island and our way of life here on
Roosevelt Island, and keeping that way of life.  The bill that
Matthew Katz has been working on – the iterations of that
bill that they’ve been working on for two and a half years or
more has never got past the Corporations Committee of the
Assembly.  Why?  Because it doesn’t make any sense.  Why
doesn’t it make any sense?  Let me read you the last line of
a paragraph regarding who’s responsible for what on this
Island.  It reads, “Nor shall the corporation be liable for any
obligations of the State, that the State is free of all obliga-
tions after the third year that the Master Plan is completed.”
What does that say?  That says that each one of us becomes
responsible in a way that does not exercise that responsi-
bility.  We are free of the State.  We will be unable to
float bonds, borrow money, or tax ourselves, simply be-
cause we are not an entity.  That, to me, is financial irre-
sponsibility.  That, to me, is not watching over the wel-
fare of your neighbors.  That, to me, is gross negligence
in terms of what it is we are trying to do, not for RIRA,
not for RIOC, not for the State of New York, not for the
City of New York, but for the people of Roosevelt Is-
land.  It seems very clear to me that if push comes to
shove and we are literally put out into the middle of the
river by the State of New York, with no recourse, and
that’s what this says, no recourse, the State of New York
will no longer be liable for any of the obligations of
Roosevelt Island.  I, for one, am very uncomfortable with
that.  I know that many of us, if we don’t like what’s go-
ing on here, can move.  But what about those of us who
can’t move?  Those are the important people on this Is-
land, not those of us who can move.  I can go back to
Salem, Massachusetts, or wherever.  But the people who
are in serious jeopardy on this Island through financial
irresponsibility are the elderly, the disabled, the poor of
our community.  What can they do?  What recourse do
they have?  They can’t move away.

I took a pledge to myself that I would protect everyone on
this Island as best I could.  I’ve done that for the last four
years.  I hope you’ll let me do it for the next two years, and
we will continue, as a matter of fact, whether or not you do
elect me, we will protect this Island, and the people on it,
most importantly.  Thank you all very much.
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Dr. Darren K. PollackDr. John Calabria

Combining floatation and heat, the MASSAGE TIME PRO treats:
Neck & Shoulder Pain • Muscle Spasms & Sprains •
Headaches & Stress • Numbness • Back Pain • Chronic Pain
• Sports Injuries • Auto Accidents • Workers Compensation

FREE

Lexington Chiropractic Associates
133 E. 58th St., Suite 506

Between Lexington & Park Ave.

755-1515
and 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1726

Empire State Building

244-3335
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health Care, Aetna,
Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Guardian, Medicare, and many more!

TRY OUR NEW CHIROPRACTIC TECHNIQUES ... THE MASSAGE TIME PRO

� Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam

� Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art

MASSAGE TIME PRO

� Bottle of Multiple Vitamins

� CONTOUR Pillow

while supplies last

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account and

start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:

LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges

NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:

Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction

Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day

We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.
Call today for more information.

Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?

Here We Are on Roosevelt Island
Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 21 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

BRACES

AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children

and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street

212 757-2285

501 Main Street

212 752-8722
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Statements by Candidates for Residents Association Executive Posts
Matthew Katz
Candidate for President

Through the Nominations and Election
Committees, The WIRE invited candidates for RIRA
executive offices to provide statements for the
October 21 issue and this issue.  At deadline,
statements appearing here had been provided.  At
her request, the statement of Joan Christianson,
incumbent First Vice President, is in the form of a
letter to the editor, responding to a letter published
October 21.

With this issue, pursuant to the October 5 offer
through the RIRA Nominations and Election
Committees, The WIRE is also distributing flyers for
both President and Vice Presidential candidates, as
well as flyers for Common Council candidates.  Not
all candidates provided flyers.

My name is Matthew Katz and I am running for President
of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association.

The campaign is down to its last few days.  The debate
between Presidential and First Vice-Presidential candidates
is behind us and the contestants have
given their final statements at Candi-
dates’ Night.  I’ve spoken to many of
you in community rooms all over the
Island, on the street and at get-togethers
in your homes.  Our campaign litera-
ture, flyers and posters have sought
your attention in a variety of colorful
ways. Some of us will take advantage
of The Main Street WIRE’s offer to
speak once again to the entire commu-
nity in this issue.  Some will not.  I in-
tend to avail myself of the chance to
correct some misconceptions and er-
roneous information put forth by my
opponent and to tell you why Byron
Gaspard and I have joined forces to
take on the task of leading RIRA.

Stewart and Christianson have told
you at the debate and in their posted
material why change is impossible, un-
wise, risky.  They have focused on op-
posing us rather than listing their hopes
and goals for the next two-year Common Council term.
Byron and I would rather light a candle than curse the dark-
ness.  Read our posters and you will see plans for a more
productive, more responsive RIRA without any mention of
our opponents.

We want your Common Council to reflect the diversity of
the Island’s population, to take on an unresponsive Public
Safety Department, and to participate in the lives of our se-
niors, our disabled and our youth.  We want Common Coun-

cil to participate in Roosevelt Island Day and in other Island
events.  We want Council votes to mean something and
Member resolutions to be carried out.  When a Council Com-
mittee responded to the Eastwood fire with the idea of hold-
ing an insurance fair, to inform residents of the benefits and
costs of apartment insurance and to talk about fire preven-
tion, your RIRA president should have made it happen.  He
didn’t.  But Byron and I know that to get your support, first

we must earn your respect and your trust.
Patrick Stewart tells you that the legis-

lation to give this Island an elected, rather
than a politically appointed RIOC Board,
is fiscally unsound, but he doesn’t men-
tion the financial safeguards, endorsed by
both Assemblymember Grannis and Sena-
tor Mendez, that protect the Island until
such time as we are truly self-sufficient.
His flyers discuss conversations dispar-
aging to the Maple Tree Group between
myself and Senator Mendez’ legislative
aide that never took place.  He offers lists
of RIRA accomplishments that RIRA has
never seen or voted on and that were the
actions of other groups and other people.
The Stewarts, Patrick and Karen, have
both sat on the Legal Action Fund Com-
mittee and yet, neither has ever seen fit to
help pay for the law firm the Common
Council voted to hire.  Is this leading by
example?  Bizarrely, Patrick even takes
credit for the money provided by Assembly-

member John Ravitz to tear down the Manhattan-side tram sta-
tion stairway, benefiting only the developer whose apartment
house now has an empty Tram Plaza leading into his front lobby.

I’ve heard so many of you say that you are tired of busi-
ness as usual, of the status quo, and of a Common Council
that is never challenged to be better.  So many residents are
unaware that there even is a Residents Association because
it has never impacted on their lives.  After three years of
effort and advocacy I’m frustrated and ashamed.  I know

Council Members have given of themselves to make the Com-
mon Council a more significant organ of Roosevelt Island life.
Patrick Stewart, on the other hand, has used the Common Coun-
cil as a platform for his own views.  I believe that leadership
dedicated to making a difference and effecting change can sig-
nificantly improve RIRA’s net value to Roosevelt Island.

The issues are clear.  We must vote “Yes” on the referen-
dum question to give us an elected RIOC empowered to hire
professional, experienced management.  We deserve better
than the amateurs sent to us by a Governor who sees
Roosevelt Island as a repository for the recipients of politi-
cal favor.  And it’s time a new broom swept the Island clean
of the fear of change that has characterized Patrick Stewart’s
reign over a Common Council he has largely ignored.  We
must use the only organization on Roosevelt Island elected
from the community to demand a say in the massive devel-
opment that will change the quality of our lives forever.

On November 7 please make it your business to vote at
our Island school for the national candidates of your choice.
And help restore local government to Roosevelt Island by
voting for me, Matthew Katz, as your Residents Associa-
tion President.  Remember, there are crucial decisions on
the future of our Island that will be made in the next few
years.  And decisions are made by those who show up.

Joan Christianson
Candidate for First Vice President

[Editor’s note:  The following letter is Joan Christianson’s
response both to a letter in the October 21 issue of The
WIRE, and to The WIRE’s invitation to candidates for Resi-
dents Association executive posts to present their platforms
to voters.]

To the Editor:
I am responding to Frank Farance’s letter in the last edi-

tion of The WIRE.  Farance’s letter is a perfect example of
misinformation and deliberate distortion.  It does not sur-
prise me that The WIRE chose to publish his letter while
knowing full well that the facts are otherwise.

[Editor’s note:  WIRE publication of a letter does not con-
stitute an endorsement of its content.  Nor does The WIRE
know “full well” that “the facts are otherwise.”  Farance’s
letter was published because it contained some interesting
and thoughtful observations about matters of concern to
the community.  Different views of the matter, including this
letter, are not only welcome here, but are sought.]

The “infestation” of conflicts that Farance lists is ridicu-
lous and have no basis in fact.  Firstly, Patrick Stewart sits
on the RIOC Board because RIRA Council members im-
plored the Mayor to appoint him when it became apparent
that the Governor was not going to do so.  Patrick sits on
that Board as RIRA President and acts solely on behalf of
the residents, as he does in all his activist roles.  Farance
chooses to believe otherwise, although he has never offered
the least shred of evidence to support this “intuitive” belief.

As First Vice President of RIRA, I am the chair of the
Legal Action Fund Committee (LAFC) of the Common
Council, a committee that Patrick created, by the way, spe-
cifically to deal with any parkland development issues that
the community might need to fight legally.  The committee
interviewed several law firms, one of which was DeForest
and Duer (D&D).

Yes, Shirley Margolin initially brought this internation-
ally known land-use firm to our attention, because she was
aware through other activities that they were already involved
in off-Island plans to stop commercial development on
Southpoint.  D&D showed a willingness to represent the
Island residents through RIRA, including an 80% reduction
of their normal fees.

Following a thorough evaluation process, the RIRA LAFC
recommended unanimously to the Common Council that we
hire D&D to represent us.  The Common Council then also
voted unanimously to do so.  The Council was aware that
Jeff Glen was married to Rosina Abramson, a former head
of RIOC.  This was seen by most Council members, as by
most sensible people, as an asset, since Mr. Glen was al-
ready knowledgeable about Island matters.  When RIRSD
first came to the Common Council last December with con-
cerns for preserving the soccer/baseball field in the
Southtown development everyone believed (including
RIRSD) that Blackwell Field was part of the Southtown land
as defined by the GDP.

The Common Council voted not to support RIRSD.  The
developers had agreed to build a new field.  As a matter of
fact, I was the one who initially insisted that this be a prior-
ity in the development.

On the evening of January 5, Karen Stewart brought to
me, in my role as LAFC chair, a discovery that demanded
immediate attention.  With the full voted approval of the
Common Council we proceeded to bring the matter to D&D.
Each step in this matter from this point forward, no matter
how small, was put before the LAFC and the Common Coun-
cil to be voted upon.  In no case did the Council fail to ap-
prove, by a wide majority, any step.  By the way, The WIRE
was present for, and taped, each one of these votes.  From
the 12th of January, every member of the Common Council
was fully aware that Karen Stewart along with me was work-
ing with our lawyers, as were RIOC, DHCR and the
Southtown developers.  These parties’ own lawyers were
aware of her involvement.  By all reports, those same coun-
sels have so far been paid more than half a million dollars
for their advice.  Not one of these indi-
viduals raised a single objection.  Presum-
ably, they would have been eager to do
so, had there been any possible basis on
which they could object.  The Common
Council formally appointed Karen Stewart
to the LAFC by an 18 to 3 margin.
(Farance was joined by Linda Heimer and
Joyce Mincheff in voting against the ap-
pointment.)

Each conversation Karen has had with
our lawyers were three-way calls initiated
by me.  Luckily, I did not have to super-
vise her work on the Southtown matter,
because De Forest and Duer have since
estimated that her individual research
saved RIRA in excess of $25,000 in legal
fees in this suit, keeping RIRA’s total le-
gal costs to less than $10,000.

To suggest that somehow Karen is “pro-
tecting” Patrick in all this defies any and all logic.  She had
only to keep her discovery to herself to protect Patrick, had
she wished to do so.  Instead, she chose to give RIRA the
means to sue RIOC within a month of Patrick’s appoint-
ment to the Board.  If this is helping her husband’s career
advancement, I must be missing something.  As President of
RIRA, who is doing the suing, and an officer of RIOC, who
is being sued, Patrick himself is prohibited from any involve-
ment in this matter on either side, as Farance well knows.
With over 20 lawyers involved, and among the 28 Common
Councilors, no one has ever suggested there is a problem in
how the Stewarts have proceeded for the past 10 months
except Farance, Joyce Mincheff and Linda Heimer.

In the Southtown matter, our lawyers advised RIRA not
to file our own Article 78 action because of the prohibitive
cost and unlikely chance of success.  The Common Council
voted to follow this advice.  Our lawyers also explained that,
although GDP compliance was not solely a procedural mat-
ter, and therefore not subject to the 120-day filing restric-
tion as was an Article 78, the cheapest way to bring the mat-

ter before a court was to intervene on whatever Article 78
was filed by others.  Again, the Council sensibly voted to do
so.  We did not “tag along” or “join” as Farance and others,
including The WIRE, suggest.  To intervene means to “come
between” and intervention would not have been permitted
by the Court unless both our evidence and interests were
separate and different from those who filed the original cases.
The Court in this case did not rule against our intervention,
and the Common Council has since voted to file to appeal
Judge Tompkins’ clearly erroneous procedural decisions (he
did not rule on the merits of the GDP case).  RIRA’s argu-
ments will be heard along with the others, if any are heard.
We will not be excluded from any negotiations if and when
negotiations happen.

It was RIRSD’s initial filing of their own Article 78 that
gave RIOC the excuse they needed not to negotiate with
RIRA directly.  We have received value for our money, and
acted on RIRA’s obligation to protect the GDP.  And as for
the “heavy lifting”, it is our argument, RIRA’s argument,

that is the only argument being brought
to appeal by RIRSD, of the more than 25
they filed originally.  [Editor’s note:  Ac-
cording to members of the RIRSD steer-
ing committee, its appeal has not yet been
“perfected,” and therefore the points of
appeal are not yet known.]

Farance has accused three respected
citizens of underhanded behavior, which
is both slanderous and insulting.  Shirley
Margolin has worked harder and longer
and more successfully than most activists
for this Island for more than 20 years.
Patrick and Karen both work tirelessly in
community affairs.  The residents have re-
ceived top quality legal advice and repre-
sentation for their money.  The vast ma-
jority of the residents’ elected Common
Council members agree.  It is certainly an
indisputable fact that not one penny of Mr.

Farance’s money was spent on this effort.
By the way, in his first paragraph Farance refers to the “brawl”

at the September RIRA meeting.  There was no “brawl.”  I,
Joan Christianson, objected to being persistently and rudely
interrupted by Joyce Mincheff, and chose to leave the meeting
in protest.  The topic of the interruptions was entirely irrelevant
to me.  There was no “brawl” either before or after I left.  That
the Council once again found itself discussing Ms. Mincheff’s
behavior is hardly news, no matter what The WIRE thinks.

Hopefully, the next Common Council will be free of this
kind of childishness, as was the Council for the first three
years of Patrick’s administration.  It is healthy to ask ques-
tions, and to probe and talk things through.  It is not healthy
to have a Common Council with members who insist that
their personal priorities must come before Council business.
It is not productive to attempt to browbeat members into
changing their point of view.  That is the kind of Council
conflict we too often now have, almost exclusively because
of a minority of people.  I hope and pray that this will change
this coming Election Day.
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752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

Voting...
...and free choice are a particular
celebration of democracy and the

American way of life.  But on Roosevelt
Island, everybody 18 and over gets to

vote, regardless of citizenship.  So
exercise your right by participating in
the balloting on Tuesday.  Then come

talk it over at Trellis.

6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.

122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016

and with future development.  Development,
in fact, is seen by RIOC as the key to the
Island’s financial future – more ground rent,
more people, and perhaps something close
to the 16,000 residents that would go a long
way toward completing the promises made
to the City in the Lease and development
plan.

Here and Now
The competition for the Presidency of the

Roosevelt Island Residents Association is
essentially a philosophical and practical fight
over what residents should do, if they should
do anything, about all this – and about other
dissatisfactions with the way the Island is run.

Stewart, as four-year incumbent, says
RIRA under his leadership has accomplished
a lot, including getting rid of Blue (who has
since held two other high-paying State jobs)
and eventually getting Stewart himself, and
Susan Whitaker, appointed to voting seats
on the RIOC Board.  (Others dispute the
claim about Blue, and other accomplish-
ments Stewart says, in campaign materials,
are RIRA’s to boast of under his leadership.)
He wants time to work out a plan under which
the State would give up its lease 60-some
years early and put the Island back in the
hands of New York City.

Katz, who now leads the three-year Maple
Tree Group (MTG) effort to revise State law
to require a majority of elected residents on
the RIOC Board – and replace politically-
appointed RIOC management with profes-
sional management – backs the Grannis-
Mendez plan to accomplish exactly that.  He
says the five resident members of the RIOC
Board, including Stewart, have failed to cast
votes in line with resident wishes.

Part of the Katz program, if enacted into
law as the legislation is currently written,
would specify State responsibility for the
Island’s capital financial needs, limiting
capital funding taken from Island cash flow
to something under $500,000 a year.  Stewart
points to a current RIOC budget with only
$19,000 to spare and says Island manage-
ment, no matter how professional, won’t be
able to come up with its share.

Stewart, in characterizing the Katz/MTG/
Grannis/Mendez plan as “financially irre-
sponsible,” worries that the State will aban-
don the Island altogether.  Katz points out
that the State’s responsibility is a continu-
ing one under the Lease.  Stewart claims no,
that under the proposed legislation the RIOC
Board and City and State could declare the
GDP fulfilled, and the State could walk
away.  Katz says a resident-controlled Board
would demand, or at least lobby for, rather
than refuse, State funding.

Katz points to a three-year MTG effort to
gain more resident control over RIOC.
Stewart points to his four years of experi-
ence as RIRA President and says the self-
governance bills haven’t gotten out of com-
mittee in the State Legislature.  Katz points
out that Pete Grannis says his version of the
bill could have passed the Assembly last ses-
sion, and cites a promise Olga Mendez says
she has, from Pataki, to go along with an in-
frastructure audit that would place all but a
fraction of responsibility for infrastructure
repair squarely on the State.

Katz urges residents to vote Yes on the
“democracy referendum” the RIRA Com-
mon Council placed on the ballot which, if
passed, would urge “immediate passage” –
a relative term, to be sure, given the pace of
the Legislature – of the legislation putting a
majority of elected residents on the RIOC
Board of Directors.  Stewart, who voted
against putting the referendum question on
the ballot (the vote was 13-8 in favor) wants
more time to investigate possible formulas
under which the City might take Roosevelt
Island back from the State.  Responding to
that idea, Katz sees a City take-back as com-
plicated (as does Stewart) and unlikely to
happen in time for residents to have any
meaningful input on further development of

Election from page 1

the Island.
On other matters, both Stewart and his run-

ning mate, Joan Christianson, and Katz and
his running mate, Byron Gaspard, say some-
thing needs to be done about Public Safety.
Stewart talks about NYPD being able to do
a better job with the millions that flow from
ground rent (and thus from residents’ pock-
ets) into Public Safety services; Katz talks
about getting more control over RIOC so that
Public Safety can be shaped up.  Both agree
with some of Stewart’s past speculation that
the Island and its crime statistics would not
warrant much NYPD attention if the Public
Safety Department were disbanded.

But in this campaign, all other matters have
faded into near-incidental status, and the one
stark difference between the candidates is
whether or not residents should demand more
power in, and assume more responsibility
for, operation of Roosevelt Island.

Stewart’s most pronounced vulnerabilities in
this campaign are probably his advocacy of
what, in the end, sounds very much like the
status quo, and of an incompletely developed
notion of somehow putting Roosevelt Island

back in the hands of New York City.  He could
also suffer a backlash from his abstention, as a
RIOC Board member, on the Board’s
minicondo vote.  Stewart’s strength is name
recognition, a well-known running mate in Joan
Christianson, and his four years of experience
in the RIRA presidency.

Katz’s vulnerability is that he’s not the
incumbent and is new, despite some years
on the Common Council and his current lead-
ership of the Maple Tree Group.  One
strength (and, for many, a possible weakness)
is in a well-developed call for change that
Stewart has portrayed as risky.  In Byron
Gaspard, Katz also has an energetic and out-
spoken running mate.  And having tied him-
self closely to the referendum calling for a
mostly-elected RIOC Board, Katz may ride
to the RIRA Presidency on the coattails of
democracy.

Website NYC10044
carries supplemental materials on

many reports appearing in
The Main Street WIRE

www.nyc10044.com
(Back issues and color photo features, too.)

[Editor’s note:  In response to a WIRE offer,
many Common Council candidates have provided
flyers being distributed with this issue in their elec-
tion districts.  Presidential and Vice Presidential
candidates were also offered platform space in
this issue (see page 12), as well as free distribu-
tion of a flyer.]



Classified
50 cents/word • 751-8214

ROOSEVELT ISLAND RACQUET CLUB is hiring weekend front desk staff.  Heavy
phone and customer service skills required.  Please call (212) 935-0250 and ask
for John or Van.

FOR SALE Electric Singer Sewing Machine, attachments, $149.99; silver fox fur
hat, $154.99; woman’s 3/4 heavy wool coat, $39.99.  752-6463.

SEEKING 2-BEDROOM APT FOR JULY or AUGUST 2001 – French couple with
2 small children visiting for several weeks.  If you have an apartment that might be
available, please call (212) 317-8523 or e-mail Bert7465@aol.com.

SEEKING ROOM – U.N. intern from Britain, spending the year in New York, looking
for a  room on Roosevelt Island.  Call 917-815-8341.

HOLIDAY 50% SALE –  Art supplies, books, jewelry, watches, scarves, golf club,
basketball, volley ball, binoculars, colognes, briefcase, garment bags, blankets,
sports shirts, household items.  752-6463.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST – Island
resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificates available.   (212) 759-9042

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE – Dolores Green 223-4077.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER – Excellent references.  Free estimate – 751-8214.
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Who has the time to clean?

We clean your home, or office, as if it�s our own.

Same personnel each visit.

Daily � Weekly � Bi-Weekly � Monthly

Flexible � Dependable

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Bonded & Insured

Give a gift of Our Services

Everyone appreciates The Best

(212) 688-6712
Call day or evening

FLAG FOOTBALL  Opening day of the Roosevelt Island Youth Program’s Flag Foot-
ball League season (October 21) featured close, high-scoring games.  In the Junior Division
(ages 11-13), the Raiders, quarterbacked by Eric Miranda, defeated the Titans, quarterbacked
by Lamar Burrows, by a 57-43 score, while the Rams, behind the play of Fabian Williams,
Quincy Leon, and Byron Gaspard, Jr., defeated the Cowboys by a 36-12 score.  In the
Senior Division (ages 14-16), the Chiefs came from two touchdowns back to defeat the
Titans by a 33-26 score, as Zach Russem of the Chiefs threw four touchdown passes to Seth
Kaufman and one to Rakeem Cummings, while Junior Ruiz of the Titans threw TD passes
to Sika Franco, Carlos Hidalgo and Richard Akowich.  In the other Senior Division game,
the Jets, led by the outstanding play of Carlos Nevarez, Brian Reyes, Brandon Stueber and
Eddie Cullen, defeated the Vikings by a 51-47 score, but not before the Vikings closed a
26-point halftime deficit to one touchdown.

In week two action in the Junior Division, the Titans, quarterbacked by Matthew Colon
and Junior Rodriguez, defeated the Rams 36-13, and the Cowboys, led by Rahim Drame,
Damon Wolford, and Alpha Bah, prevailed over the Raiders by a 24-19 score.  In Senior
Division action, the Titans, behind the play of Anthony Simmons and Scott Davis, outscored
the Jets 57-32, and the Vikings defeated the Chiefs by a 45-18 score.  John Mason
quarterbacked the Vikings to victory, while Terry Moses, Mark Comrie, Blas Loor, and
Alex Gherardi scored touchdowns.  For the Chiefs, Abdel Reid, Rakeem Cummings, and
Adam Ballard scored TDs.  After two weeks, all of the teams in both the Junior and Senior
Divisions are tied with identical 1-1 records.

KIDS� TENNIS  Kids 8 to 18 can play tennis free at the Roosevelt Island Racquet
Club Saturday and Sunday mornings, 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.  Joyce Mincheff, Director of
the program, says no advance registration is required, and “Kids don’t need rackets – just
sneakers and a smile.”  Mincheff can be reached for information at 718-930-5804.  The
program runs through March.  Those attending the first two weeks of the program will get
free admission to the Chase matches at Madison Square Garden featuring the ten top women
players in the world, including Venus Williams, Serena Williams and Martina Hingus.

The DEP was obligated, under the con-
tract, to cover the costs of an ecological area
of the park, to repair their staging area, and
to build an access road to their site.  When I
asked Diana Chapin, the Assistant Commis-
sioner of the DEP, what they are obligated
to do regarding landscaping now, she told
me, “We’ll give you a couple of bags of grass
seed and rake the place, but I wouldn’t call
that a park.”  She also remarked, “Your prob-
lem is with RIOC, not with us.”

5.  A litigation point in the RIRSD (Roosevelt
Islanders for Responsible Southtown Devel-
opment) law suit is that once RIOC uses City
money in the building project, they are required
to secure a CEQRA (City Environmental Qual-
ity Review) for the project.  RIOC and the City
have failed to do so.  As city taxpayers, we are
entitled to City protections when City money
is used in a building      project.  As taxpaying
City residents in this local area, we are abso-
lutely entitled to demand that a CEQRA be con-
ducted for Southtown development.

One of the failures of RIOC’s development
process has been that only SEQRA (State in-
vestigation into the project) has been con-
ducted.  Having the State investigate the mer-
its of a State project is like having the fox guard
the henhouse and a clear conflict of interest.

6.  Prior to RIRSD’s filing, I discussed this
matter with Jeff Glen at DeForest & Duer,
RIRA’s counsel.  He indicated to me that
because the DEP issue was a “stopper” of
Southtown development, and because
RIRA’s leadership had specifically told him
that their interest was not to “stop” the

Mincheff from page 2 project, he could not use the DEP informa-
tion.  He repeated that position when RIRA
discussed the decision on joining RIRSD’s
law suit or attaching themselves as inter-
vener.

It seems to me that the best negotiating po-
sition one could have in any lawsuit is the
position of greatest strength.   There is some-
thing fundamentally wrong with the defen-
dant in the case influencing the plaintiff’s
attorney to pursue the weakest argument
possible.  Once I saw that Patrick was di-
rectly influencing RIRA’s attorney on this
matter, I called for Patrick to recuse himself
from all discussions regarding the Southtown
Development.  I’ve repeatedly requested that
he remove himself from LAFC meetings,
where he regularly sits in.  In fact, I resigned
from LAFC because of the non-credible fash-
ion with which it ran.

Patrick is also present at RIRA meetings
where discussions on the lawsuit take place.
On any discussions he misses, now that he is
making a meager show of recusing himself,
his wife Karen, who has become an active
member of LAFC, can fill him in.  I’ve been
repeatedly ostracized by Patrick’s support-
ers because of my views concerning Patrick’s
conflict of interest.

I take a great deal of solace from the axiom
heard recently on West Wing, “If they’re
shooting at you, you must be doing some-
thing right.”  And when I’m attacked for the
manner with which I speak, rather than the
substance of what I’m saying, I’m even more
convinced that I’m on the right track.

Joyce S. Mincheff

Public Safety Blotter
October 15-31

This is a selection of more important items from
the Public Safety Department’s incident report; the
full listing, too long for publication here, is available
on Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com.  This
information is published as received from RIOC;
The WIRE makes no effort to verify the substance
of reports or their accuracy.

Trespass
10/30, stairwell, 546 Main St., Arrests (3), Female

resident contacted PSD and reported persons in stair-
well possibly smoking marijuana.  Officers responded,
found one male, 2 female residents sitting on stairs,
who were not smoking, although there was a strong
marijuana odor at scene.  Officers took them into cus-
tody for trespassing, escorted them to PSD.  While
searching male perp.,  they found small bag of alleged
marijuana.  All three were issued “C” summonses for
trespass and male for possession of marijuana.

Criminal mischief
10/13, 591 Main St., Youth Officer responded to

sidewalk in front of Trellis, where officer informed
her youth was scratching a tree.  Another underage
youth was being disrespectful.  Both youths were
brought to PSD, were warned and admonished.

10/15, west seawall, 585 Main St., Officer observed
a hole in glass window, which appeared to have been
caused by pellet gun, searched area with negative re-
sults.

10/20, hall, 625/595 Main St., Officer saw three
cracked windows at scene.  Officer searched area with
negative results.  RIHM concierge notified.

10/23, hall, 7th floor, 560 Main St., Officer re-
sponded to report of several youths breaking light fix-
tures at scene.  Officer saw glass from light fixtures
on floor.  RIHM employee responded, cleaned up area.
Youths were gone on arrival.

10/23, walkway, 576 Main St., Officer saw broken
light bulbs at scene.  Searched area with negative re-
sults.  RIHM employee notified.

10/24, front of bldg., 595 Main St., Petit Larceny,
Female in-house, said she’d left bicycle in front of
bldg. front of apt. on 10/18, upon returning on 10/19,
its tires were flat. She also stated she’d left a scooter
in front of her apt.  unattended and unchained for
approx. ½ hour, and upon her return it was gone. Vic-
tim refused NYPD.

10/28, 510 Main St., Officers responded to possible
break in, there were no persons present on 4th floor
on their arrival.  Female stated when she arrived on
Friday evening all was in order, on Sat. morning she
was informed upper dummy lock had been tampered
with; RIHM to repair dummy lock.

10/29, front of 609 Main St., Officer noticed shat-
tered window at scene, and searched area with nega-
tive results.  RIHM notified.

Larceny
10/13, card shop, 563 Main St., Arrest, Officers

responded to scene for emergency.  Owner observed
perp insert misc. merchandise into shopping bag.
Upon being challenged, perp pushed owner, ran north
and was picked up by PSD officers at arrival deck,
taken into custody and identified by owner.  Perp was
arrested, transported by PSD to 19 Pct. and to central
booking.

10/15, playground, 20 River Rd., Father and un-
derage daughter in-house, former stated that unknown
male had taken child’s scooter and fled southbound.
Officers searched area with negative results.

Dispute
10/13, 546 Main St., Officer responded to scene,

upon arriving, victim stated that female resident threat-
ened to shoot him.  And he was afraid of her threats.
Female states he’s exposed himself to her and she was
afraid he’d steal her jewelry.

10/16, playground, 645 Main St., Physical, Officer
saw 2 underage youths fighting, requested back up, to
separate youths and disperse crowd that had gathered.
Upon speaking with youths, officer learned scuffle
started because of a thrown ball.  Youths were escorted
to PS 217 and turned over to school security.

10/26, street, 524 Main St., Officer arrived to find
2 other officers at scene and two resident women en-
gaged in verbal dispute, 1st woman claimed second
woman (library employee)  harasses her underage
daughter when latter enters library.  Witness (librar-
ian) stated that woman #1 entered scene in a hostile
manner.  NYPD refused.

10/29, sidewalk, 609 Main St., Arrest, Officers re-
sponded to scene, upon arrival male youth was being
separated by his/her  friends because they were fight-
ing. He was acting in a tumultuous manner, was taken
into custody, issued a “C” summons.  Female youth’s
mother contacted, responded.  Both parties said they
left a party, male tried to engage female in conversa-
tion, then physical dispute erupted.  Female’s mother
refused NYPD and EMS.  No one suffered any inju-
ries.

Hazardous condition
10/24, courttyard. 575 Main St., While officer was

assisting a salvage truck, officer observed truck run
over and crack a manhole cover in his endeavor to
deliver a container.  RIOC grounds department was
notified and temporarily  placed a flat piece of steel
over the hole.

10/27, street, 400 Main St., Officer received com-
plaint of gas spill in street, he found large amount of
oil/gas mixture or diesel fuel from bus stop - east and
then north to Blackwell house.  RIOC grounds em-
ployees responded, spread sand on road.  Source could
not be located.

Missing property
10/23, 543 Main St., Underage youth in-house, said

she’d left her scooter unattended for approx. 10 min-
utes in chapel area and it was gone upon her return.
Officer searched area with negative results.

Property damage
10/26, patio, 576 Main St., Four underage male

youths brought to PSD’s Youth Officer’s office.  They
had been playing in patio and east seawall, where they
broke 2 tree branches and lifted two patches of grass.
RIOC’s engineer was informed, to ascertain the mon-
etary value of damage for restitution purposes.

10/27, 3A level, 688 Main St., Resident phoned
PSD, reported damage to her vehicle.  Officer re-
sponded to scene verified front license plate was bro-
ken off and small scratches on car.  Victim will go to
NYPD to report incident.

10/28, 400 Main St., Resident informed PSD of
trash can fire at scene, plastic casing damaged. PSD
officer responded, extinguished fire. FDNY responded.

Recovered property
10/11 sidewalk, Unknown Roosevelt Island, Uni-

dentified male in-house, turned in check found on R.I.
in the amount of $350.  PSD officer surrendered check
to Hospital Police officer, who was to make arrange-
ments to turn it over to patient.

Reckless endangerment
10/16, patio, 580 Main St., Officers responded to

scene, saw patio table damaged by a dropped (from
10th floor) steel braided cable and a potted plant at
stairwell A.  Conducted search of area with negative
results.  At 10th floor Roof there were three pots left.
Steel braided cable surrendered to RIHM maintenance
personnel.

10/26, 576 Main St., Female resident in-house, said
she was in her patio, when unknown person had thrown
fluorescent light bulb from above, striking her on her
head.  She further stated she  cleaned up area and went
out.  Victim had not seen anyone in area and refused
medical attention and NYPD.

Vehicle accident
10/15, ramp, 688 Main St., Anon. male informed

officers there had been vehicle accident at scene, they
responded, that vehicle #1 was going up ramp in out-
bound lane, car #2 was proceeding down ramp in same
lane.  Victim #1 sustained injuries, victim #2 (at back
of taxi), complained of lower pain, but refused medi-
cal attention. NYPD responded, prepared report, vic-
tim #1 taken to Mt. Sinai by EMS. Both vehicles sus-
tained damage.

10/25, 500 Main St., Anonymous male in-house,
reported a white bus struck a pole at scene.  Officers
responded, bus driver said he had inadvertently struck
pole while backing up, after missing the turn.  Non-
resident female passenger complained of pain in neck
and back.  NYPD prepared report. EMS responded
transported victim to Elmhurst Hospital. Bus company
supervisor at scene, who stated driver would be trans-
ported to a Yonkers hospital.

10/28, 10 River Rd., Officer responded to scene.
Driver #1 said driver #2 had pulled out of pkg. space
fast and hit her car.  He in turn said she attempted to
pass his car, when faced with on-coming traffic her
car hit his.  Officer found that both cars had damage.
Both drivers refused medical attention and NYPD,
stated they’d go to 114 Pct. They had exchanged in-
formation. Road was in good order.
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

Re-Elect U.S. Rep. CAROLYN MALONEY
A STRONG VOICE FOR NEW YORK

WE URGE YOU TO VOTE FOR

HILLARY RODHAM

CLINTON
FOR UNITED STATES SENATE

YOUR VOTE FOR HILLARY WILL HELP

• IMPROVE OUR SCHOOLS

• OBTAIN PRESCRIPTION DRUGS FOR SENIORS

UNDER MEDICARE

• TAKE BACK THE HOUSE AND SENATE FROM

THE REPUBLICANS

• SUPPORT A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO CHOOSE

• GET TAX DEDUCTIONS FOR COLLEGE TUITION

• RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE

WITH YOUR VOTE, WE WILL

CONTINUE THE ECONOMIC

EXPANSION OF THE CLINTON-

GORE ADMINISTRATION INTO

THE GORE-LIEBERMAN YEARS.

Paid for by individual residents of Roosevelt Island.

Contact Person:

Stu Davis, 531 Main Street, NYC10044.

StuDavis2000@cs.com

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Have a Happy,

Healthy School Year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Maloney’s Platform for Progress
• Complete a Full-Length Second Avenue Subway

• Continue America’s Economic Prosperity Through

Responsible Fiscal Policy

• Protect Social Security and Medicare for Our Seniors

• Prioritize Health Care Through a Real Prescription

Drug Plan, Comprehensive Patient Protections

with Doctors Calling the Shots, Not the HMOs, and

Greater Research on Cancers and Neurological

Disorders

• Support Tax Cuts That Help ALL New Yorkers,

including the middle class, working families, and

seniors

• Stand Up for Stronger Gun Safety:  close the gun-

show loophole, ban high-capacity ammunition clips,

require child-safety locks on all handguns

“Rep. Maloney is a nationally

known proponent of stronger

gun-control laws.”

NY Observer, 8/7/00

“Carolyn Maloney is the Paul

Revere of the Census”

Al Gore, 3/22/00
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TWIN CAR SERVICE

936-6666
We have been providing quality service to

Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners


