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Cabrini’s 25th Anniversary   St. Frances X. Cabrini Catholic Parish celebrated
25 years on Roosevelt Island last Sunday with a standing-room-only Mass.  All
three of the priests who have served here officiated.  From left, the recently-
retired Fr. Joseph Gorman, founding pastor Msgr. John M. McCarthy, and current
pastor Fr. Luke W. McCann.  (Related photo below and more on page 6; these
pictures and more, in color, on Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com, next week.)

President and First VP
Roosevelt Island’s Residents Association campaign

and election had many of the elements of the national
general election – a debate, negative campaigning,
charges of soft money, even a post-vote question of
when new officers take charge.  But one element of
the national scene was missing – it wasn’t close, and
there was no uncertainty.

Matthew Katz and Byron Gaspard won RIRA’s
President and First Vice President posts with 59% of
the vote (see chart), scoring a 9-5
margin over the incumbents,
Patrick Stewart and Joan Christian-
son.  Nneka Pope, who filed a last-
minute bid for a return to the RIRA
Presidency, scored under 10% of
the vote, as did a third Vice Presi-
dential candidate, Walter Hill.

Katz and Gaspard won solidly in
every building-district.

Katz comments on the election in
The RIRA Column on page 3.

In the days just before the elec-
tion, questions were raised by
Stewart-Christianson supporters, in
e-mail exchanges, about the Katz-
Gaspard campaign expenditures.
The RIRA constitution limits can-
didates’ campaign spending to
“$250 per candidate or per slate,”
but doesn’t address the question of
residents or organizations that ad-
vertise on behalf of candidates they favor, which is
the “soft-money” question that arose in this year’s elec-
tion when an ad hoc organization calling itself
“Roosevelt Islanders for Democracy” ran a full-page
ad in The WIRE supporting the Katz-Gaspard team.
In addition, large color posters were put up for Katz
and Gaspard, bringing the suggestion that only “tradi-
tional RIRA signage” of black-on-white letter-size pa-
per should be used.  (The signage issue is not addressed
in the RIRA constitution.)

In the post-election period, e-mail exchanges be-
tween Katz and Stewart have dealt with the question
of when the new officers and Common Council take
over, with Stewart maintaining that
a December 6 Common Council
meeting is to be conducted under
his presidency, and Katz pointing
out established precedents under
which Councils and new officers took
over at the first Common Council
meeting in December, including
1996 and 1998 under Stewart.

Total votes cast in the 2000 elec-
tion – 1,595 – were only slightly
above the 1,566 cast two years ago,
despite the fact that the U.S. Presi-
dential contest drew over 2,400
voters to the general election on
Roosevelt Island.

In the election of Common Coun-
cilors, individual vote tallies (re-
sults tabulated on page 3), were
down compared to 1998.  Byron
Gaspard, who was this year’s top
Common Council vote-getter in
Eastwood, drew 180 votes this year.
In 1998 he received 17 more – 197
– but was the lowest-scoring
Eastwood contender in that elec-
tion.  The tallies were similar in
other buildings:  In 1998, Mary Lou
Risley was elected as a delegate
from 546 Main Street with 234 votes; this year,
Dolores Green scored best with only 68 votes.  Only
in Westview was voting up; Deirdre Breslin polled
108 in 1998, 132 this year.

Why individual vote scores were down while total
votes cast remained even with 1998 is a minor mys-
tery.  But there were generally more candidates this
year, spreading votes more thinly.

The Common Council results brought ten new or
non-incumbent returning faces to the Council; two
incumbents were reduced from voting seats to alter-
nate status, able to vote only if voting members from
their buildings are absent.  (See tally and story, page 3.)

Referendum Question
Of the 1,595 voters who cast ballots in the RIRA

election November 7, only 1,040 expressed themselves
on the question of a locally-elected RIOC Board and
professional community management.  But of those
who voted, 80% voted Yes.

The question read:  I urge immediate passage of
legislation that grants residents of Roosevelt Island
the right to elect a majority of the RIOC Board of
Directors, replacing the current system in which the

entire Board is
composed of
n o n - e l e c t e d
members ap-
pointed by the
Governor.  I un-
derstand that
the new Board
will select, hire,
and direct pro-
fessional man-
agement to run
Roosevelt Is-
land.

Voting on a
similar question
in 1998, 92% of
those making a
choice voted
Yes.

But in both
elections, many

residents said they realized after leaving the voting
booth that they had not noticed the referendum ques-
tion (a problem with a transportation referendum in
the general election, as well), though they had entered
the booth intending to vote on it.  The question was
apparently not in the immediate field of view for many
voters, so they didn’t find it unless they consciously
searched for it.

Unlike 1998, this year there was a campaign against
the referendum question, conducted by Patrick Stewart
and Joan Christianson, who expressed concerns about
the possible financial impact of the so-called “self-
governance” legislation.  Both had voted against put-

ting the question on the RIRA ballot, then asked resi-
dents to vote No.

The referendum outcome is only advisory, but it is
sure to be presented to legislators, by those who favor
local election of a majority of the members of the
RIOC Board, as an indication of constituent desires,
particularly when viewed in combination with the
heavy vote for Katz and Gaspard, who campaigned
for a Yes vote.

Supporters of the idea will now face the task of get-
ting Assemblymember Pete Grannis and Senator Olga
Mendez to work together – and to produce a bill ac-
ceptable to Governor Pataki.

Voting by buildings-districts
Totals % MPk Ewd 546 IHs Riv Wv

PRESIDENT
Matthew Katz ***** 904 58.9 159 179 72 147 234 113
Patrick Stewart iiiii 485 31.6 63 98 19 105 115 85
Nneka Pope 145 9.5 31 70 7 11 16 10
Votes for President 1534

FIRST VP
Byron Gaspard ***** 856 59.4 157 183 45 138 222 111
Joan Christianson iiiii 477 33.1 55 109 23 100 114 76
Walter Hill 108 7.5 27 37 7 11 16 10
Votes for First VP 1441

REFERENDUM
Yes ***** 831 79.9 151 179 63 142 190 106
No 209 20.1 26 47 7 43 48 38
Votes on referendum 1040

Total MPk Ewd 546 IHs Riv Wv
Total votes cast 1595 265 364 108 267 375 216
Percent of all votes 16.6 22.8 6.8 16.7 23.5 13.5

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
At a post-election celebration, Matthew Katz held up a poster
showing his running mate, Byron Gaspard, as supporters
celebrated their win.

RIOC Board Meets Monday
The Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpora-

tion will meet Monday (November 20) at 10:30 in the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.  Items on the agenda include a report of the Public Pur-
pose Funds Advisory Committee, which is working out a mechanism for
passing on Island organizations’ requests for some $640,000 in Public
Purpose Funds, and a “Discussion by the Board of Directors to Develop
a Policy and Forum for Public Speakers to Address the RIOC Board of
Directors.”  At recent Board meetings, residents have complained about
management of the public comment portion of the meetings, unhappy
that questions they raised in their comments were not addressed by the
Board or management.

And Briefly...
• Some non-citizen residents of Roosevelt Island reported difficulty

voting in the Residents Association election November 7, primarily re-
lated to providing acceptable proof of residency.  (Letter, page 2.)  The
problem arose for those who were not on lists provided by the housing
companies.  Those lists often carry only the name of the primary tenant
or leaseholder.  Audrey Berman, who was present at the polls through-
out the day, told WIRE reporter Anusha Shrivastava that in those cases
poll workers were asking for some proof of residency – for example, a
bill sent to the person at the Island address, or a license.

• A recent New York Post story quotes RIOC President Robert H.
Ryan as saying that the SSJ plan for a twin-tower hotel and luxury resi-
dences at Southpoint will be dealt with in January.  According to Ryan,
there’s nothing new in the story.  Developer Steven Jamal will be mak-
ing a presentation to the RIOC Board, which will then consider the mat-
ter.

• Ryan has suggested that residents put some pressure on Con Ed for
repair of Island lighting (related letter, page 2).  He provides this phone
number:  800-752-6633.

• Ryan also reports that RIOC awaits word on grants for rehabilitation
of Blackwell House and the Octagon tower.  The amounts involved,
which require RIOC to come up with matching funds, are $327,000 for
Blackwell House and $251,000 for the Octagon.  RIOC is still in discus-
sions with Becker and Becker, a Connecticut architectural firm, about
putting a development at the Octagon on the approximate footprint of
the old City Hospital – which means two wings that would radiate west
and south from the tower.

• And the Chapel of the Good Shepherd may get some attention soon.
Ryan says RIOC is within a couple of days of signing off on a rehab
project for that structure.  Ryan hopes to see money for this “before the
end of the year.”

Five of the nuns who’ve served the Island’s Cabrini parish lined up for a photo at
last Sunday’s celebration:  Sr. Diane McKenna, Sr. Glorida Pighini, Sr. Barbara
Leonardo, Sr. Mary Lou Andes, and – currently serving – Sr. Regina Palomara.
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to
the community, and to/from officials, and will
consider publication on a Name Withheld ba-
sis, but the writer’s name, address, and
phone number must be provided.  All letters
subject to acceptance, and may be edited
for length and clarity.  Preferred methods
of submission:  PC-standard 3.5-inch
floppy disk left at 531 Main St. for The
WIRE, or by e-mail to nyc10044@rcn.com
(ASCII text preferred or use any word-
processing software).  Alternatives: Typed,
double-spaced copy left at 531 Main St. or
faxed to (212) 755-2540.  Clearly handwrit-
ten letters will be considered.  We cannot take
telephone dictation of letters.

Letters deadline for
Dec. 2 issue:  Nov. 26

Letters received after deadline will
be considered on a space-

available basis

Robert Ryan, President
RIOC
591 Main Street
Roosevelt Island
Dear Mr. Ryan:

In recent months RIOC has neglected to maintain the street lights in
our community to the degree that it is very dark and dangerous in many
areas, but most specifically the road behind Eastwood.

In the 24 years this complex has been in existence, the conditions re-
sulting from RIOC’s neglect of maintenance are now reaching the dan-
ger point.

We hold RIOC responsible for any accidents, crimes or abnormal oc-
currences that will occur in unlit areas because of your neglect.

We wholeheartedly recommend your immediate attention to restoring
all the lights that are now dead.

We, the Eastwood Building Committee representing 1003 apartments,
are notifying RIOC that it will be held responsible and accountable for
any and all incidents resulting from RIOC’s lack of maintenance.

Harry A. DeVine
Fay Vass

Ronald T. Vass

To the Editor:
I was saddened and frustrated by my wife and in-laws’ experience as

they attempted to vote in the recent RIRA elections.  Because they were
not listed as the primary tenant on the lists maintained at the polls, and
because they do not have photo ID’s listing Roosevelt Island as their
home, they were initially turned away.  Only by digging through my
lease files at home and returning to the polls with them were they able to
vote.  And even then, with enormous difficulty; my family members felt,
in their own words, “degraded,” and my own wife simply gave up in
frustration.

It should be noted that many Roosevelt Islanders have recently arrived
here and either have no driver’s license, or have one with a different
address.  Driver’s licenses in New York State are good for four years.  I
just received my own, updated with a Main Street address, in October.  I
sincerely hope that the poll workers will have access to better informa-
tion, and be more sensitive to the feelings of their fellow Islanders in the
future.  No one on Roosevelt Island should feel “degraded” trying to
participate in our democratic process.

Jim Tendean-Luce

To the Editor:
I had a nightmare last night.  I dreamed they closed the Tram.  While

I’m not a person who yells “fire” in a crowded theater, I feel it my duty
to draw your readers’ attention to the state of the Tram.

Over the last several months I have noticed a marked deterioration in
its upkeep and I realize it has been going on for a very long time.  The
Tram has not been painted for two years.  The cable has not been changed
this year.  The rubber on the doors has been worn away and the turnstiles
are barely in working order.  When you descend the “new” exit staircase
there is a steel beam that looks as if it is about to separate from the
supporting beam.

So what is my conclusion?  “Elementary, dear Watson.  The Tram is
about to be closed.”

I have a real sense that the powers that be are going to announce to the
residents of Roosevelt Island that, due to the obvious deterioration and
possible hazards that the deterioration can produce, they have no choice
but to close the Tram – that there is nothing to be done about it because
it will be too difficult (to fix), too difficult (to obtain the proper parts),
and, as usual, too costly (to maintain).  This is a cynical example of
planned obsolescence.

Please, let someone tell me I’m delusional and paranoid – that the
Tram will continue as usual and that it was, after all, only a bad dream.

Karen Puritz

With relief, we can note that the
election – the one for the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association
(RISA), that is – is over.  It remains
only for the new administration and
Common Councilors to assume
their duties formally.
It should be so easy
on the national
level.

Apart from
congratulating
the winners and
wishing them well in representing
residents over the next two years,
The WIRE has little to say of an edi-
torial nature this issue.

So, blessed with some last-
minute ads our finances wouldn’t
let us turn away, we’re pleased to
use this page to share scenes from
the Island’s family album of our Se-
niors and escorts in their recent

fashion show – put together, inci-
dentally, by a newly-elected mem-
ber of the Common Council,
Dolores Green, RISA President.

We’re pleased to note, as well,
the 25th year of the Island parish

of Saint Frances X.
Cabrini, and the mar-
velous celebration that
marked it last Sunday
– including the wel-
come return visits of
Msgr. John McCarthy,

Cabrini’s founding pastor, and Fr.
Joseph Gorman, who served here
so lovingly for so many years.
They, and the spirit of the Cabrini
celebration, symbolize so much of
what Roosevelt Island is about.  We
can unhesitatingly commend their
spirit and attitude to the new and
returning members of the RIRA
Common Council. DL

The Island’s Family Album

The Seniors’ Fashion Show

Photos:
Vicki Feinmel
Website NYC10044
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There is no charge for listing Island
events here.  E-mail information to
alpinset@cs.com or fax/call 208-2907.

Compiled by Alain Pinset – phone and fax 208-2907
e-mail alpinset@cs.com

Sat., Nov. 18, 6:00 p.m., Annual Dinner, Roosevelt Island Seniors
Association, Senior Center.

Mon., Nov. 20, 10:30 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Mon., Nov. 20 (date changed), 8:00 p.m., Dirty Donations, final class
in RIJC adult education series, Cultural Center, 548 Main Street.  Free.

Tue., Nov. 21, 6:30 p.m., Estate Planning lecture by Steven Ratner,
attorney, Library.

Fri., Nov. 24 (and every Friday), 7:00 p.m., Roosevelt Island Artists
Association drawing session with live model, for beginners to profes-
sionals, 12th floor studio, 546 Main Street.  Information – 421-5939.

Mon., Nov. 27, 8:00 p.m., Roosevelt Island Toastmasters.  Call
583-0842 for meeting location and other information.  Guests welcome.

Wed., Nov. 29, 6:30 p.m., PTA Executive Board Meeting.
Sat., Dec. 2, 8:00 p.m., Juanita Fleming in Concert, Chapel of the

Good Shepherd, underwritten by The Main Street WIRE and presented
by River Music in cooperation with Cabrini Parish.

Sat., Dec. 2, next scheduled issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Dead-
lines:  Advertising in the paper,
Fri., November 24; decision on
stuffers for The Bag, Mon., No-
vember 27; bag materials due
Thur., November 30.  Future is-
sues:  December 16 (holiday issue); January 13, 27, 2001; February 10,
24; March 10, 24; April 7, 21; May 5, 19; June 2, 30 (July 4 business
cards issue); August 4, then every two weeks starting early in Septem-
ber.  Advertisers wishing to be included in unscheduled EXTRAEXTRAEXTRAEXTRAEXTRA edi-
tions, without notice at the time, are invited to call 826-9055 to make
their interest known.  Phone/fax for news, 826-9055/755-2540; urgent/
breaking news, 917-353-1647; phone/fax for advertising inquiries,
751-8214/755-2540; phone/fax to list your organization’s Island events
here (no charge), 208-2907, or e-mail alpinset@cs.com.

Wed., Dec. 6, 8:00 p.m., Residents Association Common Council
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Fri.-Mon., Dec. 8-11 and Dec. 15-18, times vary, Main Street The-
atre benefit production of A Christmas Carol musical.  Fridays and
Saturdays at 8:00, Sundays at 2:00 and 7:30, Mondays at 7:30.  $15;
seniors and disabled $10 on Monday, December 11.

Monday
10:00, Internet Class
10:30, Blood Pressure Screening
12:45, Arts & Crafts  (RIDA)

Tuesday
10:00, Jazzercise
10:30, Beaded Jewelry Wkshp
1:00 p.m., Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well (stretch)
10:00, English as 2nd Language

(Beginners’ session at 10:00,
Intermediate session at 11:00.)

7:00 p.m., Glee Club
Thursday

10:00, Tai Chi
10:00, Creative Arts
12:30,  Movie
12:30, VNS Blood Pressure and

Medical Information
6:30, Dance Class

Friday
9:00, English as 2nd Language

(Beginner’s session at 9:00,
Intermediate session at 10:00)

11:00, Citizenship Class
Saturday

7:30 p.m., Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Sat.,  Nov. 18, 6:00 p.m.,

Annual RISA Dinner
Wed., Nov. 22 and 29, 12:30,

Oriental Calligraphy Class
Closed November 23 & 24

Senior Center

Home-delivered
meals available

Call  744-5022, ext. 1203

CARIBBEAN CRUISE
Sailing Feb.10, 2001 from Ft. Lauderdale
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Singles – all ages!  Don’t be hesitant to join The WIRE’s February
cruise if you will be traveling alone.  We can pair you with a compatible
cabin mate.  A Caribbean cruise should not be  restricted to someone
who has a traveling companion.  We all need a midwinter break from
ice, snow and cold, not just couples who travel together.  Don’t wait...
Call now and reserve a place on our February cruise to the Eastern Car-
ibbean and let us find you a compatible cabin mate.  You will be with
your friends and neigh-
bors from Roosevelt Is-
land as you relax on The
Century, one of the most
luxurious cruise ships
afloat.  The Century is
part of the Celebrity
Cruise Line’s fleet and
sails out of Ft.  Lauder-
dale for seven sun-filled
days and four different ports in the Caribbean.  We will be stopping at
San Juan, St. Thomas, St. Maarten, and Nassau in the Bahamas.  There
will be Calypso music on deck every day and fabulous entertainment
every evening.  The Main Dining Room serves exceptional cuisine in an
elegant setting, with snacks, pizza, and yummies available all day long.
And it’s all included for an incredibly low price of $853 for an inside
cabin.  Air fare to Florida is extra.

Never been on a cruise before?  Not to worry.  There will be an expe-
rienced Cruise Manager on board just for our group who will deal with
any situations that might arise to insure your maximum pleasure on the
cruise.

For full details call Jim Baehler at 752-6463.
Our sailing date is February 10, 2001 and we are not sure how much

longer the cruise line will be able to offer this exceptionally low fare.
Don’t wait any longer.  As the ship approaches full status our special low
price will no longer be available.

Holiday gift decisions?  What better way to reward your parents or
favorite aunt and uncle than to send them on a cruise with the gift they
will always remember.  There are people you love who have meant so
much to you, and here is your opportunity to show your affection and
gratitude.  Just for once, let yourself go and be extravagant.

2RR (1)
James Whalen iiiii alt 109
4RR (1)
No candidate
Eastwood  (7)
Byron Gaspard [VP] iiiii 180
Joan Christianson 146
Nneka Pope 139
Mercedes (Cookie) Lugo 138
Thomas V. Brown 127
Carolyn Christianson 124
Walter Hill iiiii 119
Gwen Almo-Duvar iiiii 113
Ruth Kolins 110
Dorothy Muller 101
James Kaufman iiiii 90
James Tendean-Luce 87
Joyce Mincheff iiiii 86
546 Main Street  (2)
Dolores Green 68
Joan Matula iiiii 26
Island House  (3)
Vicki Feinmel 126
Frank Farance iiiii 124
Judith Berdy  iiiii 120
Ethel Romm 111
Patrick Stewart 100
Karen Stewart 95
Rivercross  (3)
Steve Marcus 190
Ron Schuppert iiiii 163
Larry Parnes 143
Margie Smith 135
Jeff Hochman iiiii alt 133
Richard Wade 87
Joseph Cristiano 72
Olya Turcihin Stern 44
Westview  (3)
Deirdre Breslin iiiii 132
Ken Diebner iiiii 124
Rhoda Jacklin iiiii 118
Patricia Ricketts 58
Joseph Palermo 55
Manhattan Park  (8)
Sherie Helstien iiiii 143
Mosud Mannan iiiii 124
Sigrid Martin 117
Suki Murdoch 117

The
RIRA
Column

This is the first of what I hope will be many reports
from the Roosevelt Island Residents Association Com-
mon Council to you, the members of RIRA.  A week
ago many of us were candidates in a hotly-contested,
Island-wide campaign.  Today, many of us are again
colleagues on the RIRA Common Council.  Our only
purpose is expressed in Article I of the RIRA Consti-
tution, “to represent the interests
and ensure the health, safety and
welfare of the members and to en-
sure that the quality of life in our
community is maintained and im-
proved.”  One of my campaign
promises was to resurrect the
President’s Column in The Main
Street WIRE, but for now let’s just
call it the President-Elect’s Column
until I am inducted officially, and
until I get the hang of this column-writing thing.

Byron Gaspard and I haven’t been inducted as First
Vice President and President yet, but I wanted to take
this opportunity to thank everyone who voted for us
as well as everyone who came out to vote on Novem-
ber 7.  If we as Americans have learned anything from
this round of national elections, it is that every vote
counts.  As I write, it seems likely that the vote differ-
ential by which both Byron and I won (some 400 votes
each) is greater than the current vote difference be-
tween Vice President Gore and Governor Bush for
the entire state of Florida that will determine the next
U.S. President.  You gave each of us about 59% of
the votes cast (with other candidates sharing the re-
maining 41%), with a clear majority in every residen-
tial building on Roosevelt Island, and we take that as
a mandate for change.

It is our hope that Patrick Stewart, outgoing RIRA
president, will allow us to convene the new Com-
mon Council, Class of 2000, at the next regularly
scheduled meeting on December 6.  That’s how
Patrick started off his last two-year term and it will
allow the new Council to choose its officers and
committee chairs before the holidays.  Patrick is
calling for a Town Meeting in December instead
and, in fact, our constitution calls for one.  How-
ever, there are years of precedent to bypass the
December Town Meeting, and after all, we have
convened twice as a community in the last three
weeks to hold our RIRA Debate and Candidates’
Night.  It’s not that we don’t want to be inducted in
front of our friends and neighbors and hear the report
of the outgoing president.  It’s just that there’s too
much work to be done to justify the support you gave
us on Election Day, and we want to get to it.  As al-
ways, the community is encouraged to attend this first
Common Council meeting and all subsequent meet-
ings, with time allocated at the top of each agenda for

the residents to be heard.  If you believe that the new
Class of 2000 should be seated at our December 6
meeting, please let Mr. Stewart and the current Coun-
cil Members know how you feel.

In future columns, when this is truly a President’s
Column, I will use this “bully pulpit” to report on meet-
ings of the Common Council as well as my interac-

tions with the Island, City and State offi-
cials and organizations that affect our
lives.  Will my writing be biased, opin-
ionated and subjective?  Y’betcha!  I’ll
leave the objective news reporting to the
front page of The WIRE.  Why?  Because
mine is only one vote out of 30.  My func-
tion as president is to use the rules avail-
able (the RIRA Constitution, Robert’s
Rules of Order, precedent, courtesy, com-
mon sense) plus my powers of persuasion

to guide the Common Council toward resolution of
the issues you have raised.  Everything we’ve said
and written during six weeks of campaigning has con-
cerned what Byron and I want to accomplish over the
next two years.  Our efforts will be rewarded only if

we can per-
suade the
C o u n c i l
Members to
work with us
and to vote
with us, and
the columns
and editori-
als of The
WIRE are fo-
rums for per-
suasion.  We
hope to expe-
dite the
things we
agree on
right away,
and debate
the issues
where there

is differing opinion.  That’s the way deliberative bod-
ies should conduct themselves, and that is how I in-
tend to lead this Common Council.

Congratulations and thanks to the Common Coun-
cil, Class of 2000, for volunteering to run for office
and work for Roosevelt Island.  You all have my re-
spect.  My quotation du jour is, “Decisions are made
by those who show up.”

Come on down and watch us work.  The Council
meets the first Wednesday of each month, at 8:00 p.m.,
in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd (lower level).
And, oh yeah, wish us luck!

Matthew Katz

Common Council Races Produce
Ten New Voting Members

Notes:   Numbers in parentheses are the number of Council seats to which each
building is entitled.  Incumbents are indicated by the symbol i.  Vote totals in-
clude ten absentee ballots.  Byron Gaspard was elected First Vice President
and surrenders the Council seat to which he was elected.

The November 7 Residents As-
sociation election drew more than
a dozen first-time or returning one-
time-member candidates, with ten
being elected to voting positions.
Two building-districts didn’t field
enough candidates to fill their
Council seats – Manhattan Park
(four openings) and 4 River Road
(one).  These open seats can be
filled with volunteers by vote of the
Common Council.

The next RIRA Common Coun-
cil meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, December 6, at 8:00
p.m. in Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd.

Under the RIRA constitution,
building candidates not elected to
voting positions serve as alternates
and are entitled to participate in
Council discussions and debate.
When voting councilors from their
building-districts are absent from
a Common Council meeting, the al-
ternates step into the voting posi-
tions in the order of votes received
in the election.  (In the list at right,
first alternates are shown in italic
type; elected councilors appear in
bold type.)

Both councilors and alternates
are subject to a rule under which
absence from three consecutive
meetings brings removal from their
position.  Under the present con-
stitution, members who move from
one building-district to another also
lose their seats.

Frank Farance, who manages the
Common Council e-mail reflector,
has asked that new members pro-
vide him with their e-mail ad-
dresses, home and work phone
numbers, home and work fax num-
bers, and home address, by e-mail
to frank@farance.com or by telephone
(486-4700).
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Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214

718-392-7444

License #730671
Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service
Est. 1961 CHRIS TV

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Free Estimates in Shop.
Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair

In-Home Service
All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

752-1517
Better and better every day.

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

Thanksgiving...
...is here on Thursday, and we look
forward to serving you and yours at

Trellis.  We’ll have a complete
Thanksgiving dinner, including soup,
salad, fresh warm bread, potatoes or

rice and vegetables, with stuffing,
dessert and beverage.

Your choice of white or dark meat.
Just $12.95

6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.

122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
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Dr. Darren K. PollackDr. John Calabria

Combining floatation and heat, the MASSAGE TIME PRO treats:
Neck & Shoulder Pain • Muscle Spasms & Sprains •
Headaches & Stress • Numbness • Back Pain • Chronic Pain
• Sports Injuries • Auto Accidents • Workers Compensation

FREE

Lexington Chiropractic Associates
133 E. 58th St., Suite 506

Between Lexington & Park Ave.

755-1515
and 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1726

Empire State Building

244-3335
MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health Care, Aetna,
Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Guardian, Medicare, and many more!

TRY OUR NEW CHIROPRACTIC TECHNIQUES ... THE MASSAGE TIME PRO

� Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam
� Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art

MASSAGE TIME PRO
� Bottle of Multiple Vitamins
� CONTOUR Pillow

while supplies last

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away

NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more

Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person

Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 21 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722



Classified
50 cents/word • 751-8214

ROOSEVELT ISLAND RACQUET CLUB  is hiring
weekend front desk staff.  Heavy phone and customer
service skills required.  Please call (212) 935-0250
and ask for John or Van.

SEEKING 2-BEDROOM APT FOR JULY or
AUGUST 2001 – French couple with 2 small children
visiting for several weeks.  If you have an apartment
that might be available, please call (212) 317-8523 or
e-mail Bert7465@aol.com .

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED
REFLEXOLOGIST – Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift
certificates available.   (212) 759-9042

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  –
Ongoing registration for dance  and theater classes.
371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt
service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper 1-917-483-1020

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  –
Dolores Green 223-4077.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER – Excellent references.
Free estimate – 751-8214.
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spaceplus@att.net

Frederic H. Noubissi
Principal

Call for:
Free consultation
Free estimates

Business Card Supporters

We got a late start this year in
announcing The WIRE’s

Thanksgiving Business Card
issue.  We thank all those who
were quick to respond... and if
we reached you too late this

year, watch for another
Business Card Issue for the

Fourth of July.

Supporters:
Mary Camper-Titsingh
Frances Salten
George Spelvin

Thank
you!

Roosevelt Island’s own Juanita Fleming  will present a River
Music program of standards, light Duke Ellington jazz, Christmas
music, and gospel classics December 2 at 8:00 p.m., in a concert
underwritten by The Main Street WIRE, Good Shepherd Chapel.

More from the Family Album
Cabrini’s 25th Anniversary

Sunday Mass was standing-room-only November 12 as St.
Frances X. Cabrini Roman Catholic Parish celebrated its 25th
Anniversary.  Afterward, parishioners followed a pipe and drum
band to the Manhattan Park Theater Club to continue the
festivities.

Msgr. John McCarthy reminisced
about the founding of the parish as
he read from an early Island
newspaper.

Concert
Saturday
December 2
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

FLAG FOOTBALL  The standings after
four weeks of the regular season in the Youth
Program’s Flag Football League are:

Junior Division Senior Division
Cowboys 3 - 1 Chiefs 3 - 1
Raiders 2 - 2 Jets 2 - 2
Titans 2 - 2 Vikings 2 - 2
Rams 1 - 3 Titans 1 - 3

In the Junior Division  (ages 11-13), the
Cowboys moved into first place on the
strength of back-to-back victories over the
Titans and the Rams.  The team has been
playing solid defense, with Shabaka White,
Richard DeLaCruz, Jimmy Elias, and
Stevano Jones all contributing to the team
effort.  The Raiders in their victory over the
Rams were led by their receiving corp of Dax
Armenakis, Neal Stueber, Remy Armenakis
and tight end Tyrell Anderson.  The Titans
meanwhile avenged their opening-day loss
to the Raiders by defeating the Raiders 38-
19 in week 4 action.  Lamar Burrows and
Matthew Colon shared the quaterbacking
honors, while Christian Gautier and
Mohamed Camara scored TDs and Jake
Russem recorded the first point of his career
on a successful extra-point conversion.  The
Rams, although struggling since their open-

NYC Marathon Listed Finishers from Roosevelt Island

Place Time Place/Sex Place/Age
Intermite, Francesco 1316 3:12:23 1239 M 563 39
Ohlson, Eric R. 5943 3:45:33 5267 M 473 51
Ishiyama, Hirohide 7139 3:51:07 6276 M 2539 32
Flannigan, James 17932 4:35:36 14386 M 2866 44
Falavigna, Josephine M. 22268 4:56:48 5178 F 862 40
Herman, Briana 22557 4:58:16 5299 F 1274 24
Chenkin, Stuart 26208 5:31:12 19387 M 141 65
Ito, Miwa 26482 5:34:58 6958 F 2936 30
Herman, Jillian E. 26669 5:38:36 7046 F 1617 20
Battles, Martha M. 27505 5:53:47 7428 F 661 47
Bdera, Nicholas 27720 5:59:33 20205 M 2474 52
Bdera, Karen P. 27721 5:59:33 7516 F 3156 39
Duncan, Albert 28329 6:20:11 20520 M 7280 35
Whynn, Girlie 29329 8:54:56 8313 F 633 51

ing day victory,  have been receiving strong
play from Ricardo Bonano, Chris
Dominguez, Sebastian Gherardi, Jonathan
Hart, Steven Morabito and Sean Suarez.

In the Senior Division (ages 14-16), the
Chiefs moved into first place by defeating
the Jets 49-41 in week 3 and the Titans 45-
40 in week 4.  In the victory over the Titans,
Zach Russem threw six TD passes, with
Deshawn Pearson, Mike Kirkman and Seth
Kaufman each scoring two of the TDs, while
Rakeem Cummings ran an interception back
for a score.  For the Titans, Alhassan Camara,
Tommy Corbisiero and Scott Davis each re-
turned an interception for a TD, and Steve
Morgan threw TD passes to Anthony
Simmons and Junior Ruiz.  In the other Se-
nior Division game from week 4, the Vikings
rallied from a 33-12 deficit in the first half
to take the lead 37-35 late in the game, only
to have the Jets come back with a last-minute
score for the 41-37 victory.  For the Jets,
Brian Morgan threw TD passes to Brian
Reyes, Eddie Cullen and Owen Price and
Brendan Burgess recorded the season’s
first safety, sacking the quarterback in the
end zone.   For the Vikings, Mark Comrie
ran for 4 scores and Alhussein Camara
caught a TD pass from John Mason.  In
the Vikings’ week 3 win over the Titans,
Blas Loor, Terry Moses and Eran Carmelli
caught TD passes.

ROOSEVELT ISLANDROOSEVELT ISLANDROOSEVELT ISLANDROOSEVELT ISLANDROOSEVELT ISLAND
SENIORS ASSOCIATIONSENIORS ASSOCIATIONSENIORS ASSOCIATIONSENIORS ASSOCIATIONSENIORS ASSOCIATION

ANNUALANNUALANNUALANNUALANNUAL
GALAGALAGALAGALAGALA

BAZAARBAZAARBAZAARBAZAARBAZAAR
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

Sat. & Sun., Dec. 2 & 3, 2000

@
Senior Center

546 Main Street
10AM-5PM

VENDORS WANTED
$20 per table, one day � or $25 for 2 days

See Pilar Sierra or Dolores Green
(212) 750-3952750-3952750-3952750-3952750-3952

The New

CITY
LIGHTS
GRILL

48-17 Vernon Blvd.
Long Island City

Open 7 days a week for dinner
8 Daily Lunch Specials

priced at only $6.50 including a beer or soda

(718) 472-0500

The Main Street Theatre & Dance Alliance
Annual Musical Benefit

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Gwen Almo-Duvar • Marilyn Atkins • Lauren Ballard • Joan Christianson
Kate Davies • Deborah Drucker • Kevin Gates • Madison Gates
Hallie Geier • MJ Geier • Ted Geier • Emily Goodridge • Nora Helal
Colleen Herlihy • Nicole Herlihy • Roberta Hershey • Ashley Hymson
Hanna Jamal • Annalisa Kell • Corinna Kell • Elana Leopold
Marielena Logsdon • Anita Michael • Christina Montez • Kentaro Moore
Caroline Mortensen • Kristian Mortensen • Jeremiah Negron
Stephanie Negron • Kathie Niederhoffer • Nicholas Ortiz • Johnny Palermo
Joseph Palermo • Ellie Philips • Ron Roth • Jake Russem
Mary Jo Schager • Ariana Simmons • Brenna Stein • Samantha Stone
Terence Trouillot • Joe Vacirca • Seth Vacirca • Alex Wang

CALL FOR BOX OFFICE HOURS • 371-4449 • Located behind video store

DECEMBER 8-11 and DECEMBER 15-18
Fri. & Sat.at 8 PM, Sun. at 2 & 7:30, Mon. at 7:30

All tickets $15 (Mon. Dec. 11- $10 seniors & disabled)
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere - Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12
Accounts Welcome

Comfortable A/C sedans

Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

571 Main Street

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Have a Happy,
Healthy School Year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

CCCCCABRINI CABRINI CABRINI CABRINI CABRINI CAAAAATHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLICTHOLIC
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITYCOMMUNITYCOMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
THANKS ALL OUR
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS
for making our
25th anniversary a huge success

YYYYYOUOUOUOUOU MADE IT HAPPEN

Fr. Luke
Sr. Regina
and the Cabrini Community


