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Island House, Westview, Eastwood
Face, and Are Fighting, Rent Increases

by Robert Laux-Bachand “ridiculous” — ten times more thanthing that could force lower-income

A wave of rent increases is makwhat some tenants consider to bejpeople to leave. One-bedroom

ing Roosevelt Island a more expenreasonable request. apartments, for example, now

sive place to live, and some resi- At Eastwood, where there arepriced from $909 to $1077 at
dents fear that it may change theubsidies, the Westview,
character of the community. Roosevelt Island | reont Determination would go up
The first ripples were felt at Man- Housing Manage- | Hearings for Westview and by as much
hattan Park, in the private sectorment Corporation | |sland House are as $317 a

where the managers in 2000 souglitas proposed in-| scheduled February 8 at month.

to keep pace with New York’screases ranging| the DHCR offices, 25 Opher Pall
overheated housing market. from $77 for a stu- | Beaver Street, Manhattan. (pronounced
Next up are Westview and Islanddio apartment to [ The Westview hearing is pah-EEL), a
House, which operate under th&193 for a four- | Setfor10:00 am, Island ten-year resi-
rules of New York State’s middle- bedroom over two | House at2:00 p.m. dent who
vicki Feinmel . INCOMe housing program known ayears. Those in- heads the

Happy New Year Wearing traditional costumes, members of the Island’s Korean ~ Mitchell-Lama. Whereas tenants atreases are generally in a range &Westview Task Force, said people
community treated themselves and their neighbors to their national cuisine ata  Manhattan Park were confronted inl2.5 percent to 15.5 percent ovein his building were angry, both at
New Year's celebration on Tuesday at the Senior Center. some cases with rent increase dewo years. the size of the rent proposal and
mands of 25 percent, the managers Some longtime residents dewith what he described as condi-

RlOC Schedules Half_Dozen of Westview and Island Housescribe the proposed increases, pations of disrepair. He became a

opened their bidding at an evenicularly those at Westview and Is-Westview activist last year in an
. i more aggressive level. land House, as alarming — some- See Rent Hikes , page 7
Evenlng Meetlngs for 2001 Westview's rent, under the pro- X
The Board of Directors of the for the community,” he said, to al- posal submitted to the State last fall, .
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpolow for “more frequent give and would rise 31 percent, and Island
ration (RIOC) will hold five take between the Board and thélouse would go up more than 33In EaStWOOd’ Maklng an
evening meetings over the next nineommunity on specific issues.” Re-percent. The current per-room .
months, beginning with a Februaryferring to his desire to move towardrates are $300.55 at Westview,lssue Of PUbI[C Sa fety
15 meeting at 6:00 p.m. The neva modified privatization of the Is- $273.54 at Island House. Neither
schedule was agreed to unaniland and its possible return to thébuilding receives any direct gov- by Robert Laux-Bachand
mously Thursday morning at thejurisdiction of the City, Kayser ernment subsidies. The proposed The Eastwood Building Committee has retained an attorney to bring
Board’s January session. added, “I think we're going to haveincreases amounted to more thaits concerns about building security to the upcoming rent determination
The Board scheduled eveninga lot more subject matter as we er$90 per month per room, a figureconference conducted by the State Division of Housing and Community
meetings, all at 6:00 p.m., for Febter a more dynamic phase inthat Audrey Berman, who chairsRenewal (DHCR).

ruary 15, April 12, June 14, Sep- See RIOC, page 2 the Island House Task Force, called The co-chairs of the committee, Fay and Ronald T. Vass and Harry C.
tember 13, and November 10 De Vine, say that public safety is Topic No. 1 among residents at all of
Morning meetings are set for the their meetings. Residents complain of intruders who destroy and deface
alternative months: March 8, MaySubway ConfUSion, Cr|t|C|Sm at property, urinate in elevators, mess up the stairwells, deal drugs and gen

10, July 12, and October 11. While erally create an aura of menace in public areas of the Eastwood complex
the meetings are scheduled for 9:3 I a sprawling 1,003-unit apartment building whose nine main entry points
a.m., the Board's typical pattern isMTA Hearlng on Plan for Changes are not monitored by concierges or other staff people in the manner of
to meet briefly, then go into execu- by Francine Lange the Island station because of the Ehe other dwellings on Roosevelt Island.
tive session, returning to a public Sounding at times like reciters oftrain rerouting. On the other hand, The Vasses and De Vine say that Eastwood tenants are tired of the
session later. The public portionout-of-sequence  alphabetsan MTA official points out that wide-open atmosphere. They contend that they’re paying $1,047 per
of this week’s meeting started acommenters at a Tuesday MTAF-train service will pass through theday for the services of the Island’s Public Safety Department, but are not
11:00 a.m., for example. public hearing on proposed subwayroosevelt Island station every fol. S

The Board discussed public in-service changes spoke out about thminutes during peak hours, as op
teraction in the course of setting thé, F, R, G, Q, and a new V train. posed to Q service at seven- t
schedule. Leo Kayser, who asked Roosevelt Island was representedight-minute intervals now.
for the increased evening scheduldgy Judith Berdy of the Roosevelt Berdy also spoke of ongoing con
proposed to continue public sestsland Residents Associationfusion with service change signs
sions after a formal adjournment(RIRA) Common Council, who “Your signage is abominable,” she
“We could then adjourn Board pointed out the train crowding thatsaid. “There must be a way to write
meetings into town hall meetingswill occur for residents boarding atcomprehensible signs in English
and in Spanish so that people kno
where they’re going.” To laughter

RI Co-Generation Once Again a from ihe audience one addec

People come out of Roosevelt |- Leading Eastwood rent fight centered on Public Safety performance are Fay

Hot TOpIC AS Energy COStS Soar land [station], they think they’re 0Nny/ass, Harry De Vine, and Ron Vass of the Eastwood Building Committee

Roosevelt Avenue. Lexington Av-

Starting with letters tdhe WIRErom Island House resident Barbar&nue, the orange station, is not Lexgetting their money’s worth. They want to move some Public Safety
Potts, and continuing Thursday with comments to the RIOC Boardngiton Avenue on 53rd or 59th.officers off the streets and into the building, where they could function
Directors by Rivercross resident Robert Liss, a consulting engineer,Tdwere are people lost all over thisas a sort of quality-of-life patrol to make Eastwood as humane and liv-
generation using the Island steam plant has become a hot old subjéitte every single weekend now.able a place as the more upscale buildings. The streets, they say, shou

The matter was explored decades ago by Residents Association éd-no one seems to care. There’be the responsibility of the New York City Police Department.
mittees, on which Potts served, but languished until recently, whenr@i-a staff member from MTA at To accomplish this goal, Eastwood has hired a Manhattan attorney,
ergy costs began to soar. Rivercross, for example, is experienciagya of these stations helpinglay ltkowitz, specifically to deal with the policing question at the rent

25% increase in electricity charges, and imposing a five percent maipésple.” conference, a meeting with the building’s owners that is devoted prima-

nance increase to cover the costs. See Co-Gen, page 3 Jeffrey Hochman, another RIRArily to determining the rent for the next two years. DHCR has not set a
Common Councilor, also pleadeddate. But the Eastwood representatives consider the rent determinatiol
for clear signs in stations. Explain- See Eastwood , page 2

ing that he is the RIRA coordina

Briefly o et Plan for Octagon Apartments

A parking crackdown is in preparation at Public Safety, announc%sed to tell the Island people

Director Jim Fry at Thursday's RIOC Board meeting. It's subject tq@at's going on on the subway.” Gets Resident ThumbS'Down

delay while some vending machines that spit out those parking vouchqrgtening were E. Virgil Conway,

are repaired, Fry said, but it's coming soon. _ _ MTA Chair; Douglas Sussman, Residents speaking last week against the current RIOC-endorsed
Tour guides for visitors to Roosevelt Island will soon be trained _blbeputy Director, MTA Govern- a presentation on a plan for aparilan for Southtown, said of the
the Roosevelt Island Historical Society. Judith Berdy, the organizatiopgnt and Community Relations;ments at the Octagon presented @ctagon, “We all want something
president, says the organization is also seeking those who have ¢@fyrence Reuter, MTA President-range of doubt about the idea, ranghere. We don’t want to leave it in
mand of a second language to accommodate foreign visitors. Berdy\saaT: and three board membersing from violation of the Island’s ruins. ... But it was never meant to
be contacted a688-4836 by fax at 207-8845, or by e-mail atrhe session is the only schedule@eneral Development Plan (GDP)e a residential site.” While prais-
RooseveltislandHistory@usa.com. Classes are being scheduled for MarCBuinc meeting on the proposedhrough concern that its mix ofing the developer, Becker and
RIOC received complimentsfrom residents on the quick clean-up ofhanges to be made once the 63feousing units wouldn’t contribute Becker, Smith told the Becker
snow after the seasons’s first storm a couple of weeks ago, said P&gdet Tunnel Connector is com1o population stability here. team, “The GDP says there’s a ba-
dent Robert H. Ryan at Thursday’s Board meeting. “They worked ajiieq in August. Other speakers — Margie Smith, current Co-Con-sic program. There’s going to be a
of hours and did a really good job,” Ryan said, obviously pleased atififividuals, elected officials andvener of the Maple Tree Groupnew community. The new commu-
compliments from people in the community. See Subway , page 6 (MTG) and a litigant in the case See Octagon , page 2
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Editorial view
On Making a Liability
Into an Opportunity

For Governor George Pataki, the present state of Roosevelt
Island is a political and financial liability. The Island’s infra-
structure is crumbling, and the race to find a way to fund its
repair without a State budget line item is not likely to be won,
no matter how hard it is run.

Meanwhile, the haphazard rush to develop virtually any-
thing that can support a structure promises to destroy the
planned nature of Roosevelt Island. If ever a piece of land
needed careful planning to be viable, a long, narrow island like
this one certainly qualifies.

Breaking away from the plan — the General Development
Plan that's part of the Lease between City and State — is dan-
gerous, but the present RIOC administration, in what appears
to be a desperate and frantic search for any possible source of
income, is doing it by following through on development ideas
brought forth under Jerome Blue who, after all, was simply
doing his best to cope with a situation bound to become more
desperate month by month.

Violating the comprehensive development plan for the Is-
land, without a comprehensive replacement plan — doing it
piecemeal — is a tragic and unnecessary mistake.

But there is a great opportunity here for a New York State
Governor with vision.

This deteriorating model community could be made even
better than ever imagined if George Pataki will adopt the idea
of a United Nations National Park at Southpoint, take it to
President George W. Bush and the Republican-dominated Con-
gress, enlist the support of Senators Hillary Rodham Clinton
and Charles Schumer, and Representative Carolyn Maloney,
and move forward on making Southpoint a world-class attrac-
tion complete with ferry service from the vicinity of the United
Nations and elsewhere in Manhattan.

With that idea in place, imagine the world-class commu-
nity that would have to serve as host for such a park and, per-
haps, the Museum of International Affairs which might ac-
company it. With such a vision in place, it's only a small step
to see that an investment in making Roosevelt Island shine in
every way is a good investment for New York State, the City,
and the nation.

The time and the conditions are right. The Governor has
the opportunity to do this now, and to count it forever as per-
haps his greatest achievement while in office.

DL

Be part of The WIRE. Join the dozens who deliver
this community’s news to the community’s every
door every two weeks. Call 935-6043.

Website NYC10044

www.nyc10044.com

now has WIRE archives from September 26, 1998 through
the present. More back issues, features and photo-essays
are being added every month.
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IGP Seeking Women Mentors RIOC from page 1

The Island Girls Project (IGP), expanding its mentoring program résstructuring.” Kayser said that
looking for women willing to share their time and experience with Islagthce the expanded public interac-
girls. tion would follow adjournment,

According to Maureen Santella, who administers IGP for the RooseBdtird members would be free to
Island Youth Program, the group seeks college students, senior worsey, or go as their individual pref-
homemakers, and professional women who are willing to impart theiénces or schedules might dictate.
knowledge and the benefit of their experience to young girls. “We beResident Board member David
lieve there is an extraordinary wealth of knowledge and experience hatut raised the question of whether
on Roosevelt Island,” said Santella. “We hope these women recogpist-meeting public sessions might
their gifts and would like to share them. The commitment is minimafford residents a real opportunity to
and the reward is maximal.” have impact on Board decisions. “|

Maureen Santella, Annette Padilla, or Alicia Padilla can be contactieitik what the public would like is
at935-3645 that before we vote on an issue, the
public would have an opportunity to
Octagon f o _ _discuss it... and then we would take

g rom page 1 “To put 350 units into this at eight our decision based on having heard
nity will be developed in two ar- stories is really cramming in a lotfrom the public.”
eas, Southtown and Northtown.of units in a small space... You do |nresponse, Patrick Stewart, an-
We've got Northtown, we may or not bring families to Roosevelt Is- other resident Board member, sug-
may not have Southtown, andand... 33% studios, 60% one-bedgested a modification under which
[there is] open space to be develrooms, and about six percent twopublic comments would be taken
oped as parks. That wasn’t the inbedrooms? That is bringing singleat the beginning of the formal ses-
tent of the GDP, to put a residenpeople. That is not bringing fami-sjon, but only on scheduled agenda
tial building there.” lies... That's not bringing peopleijtems. Kayser suggested that post-

[A major part of the Q&A por- that are interested in our commumeeting discussions might then be
tion of the Octagon session is availhity.” considered in future Board actions.
able on Website NYC10044 Berdy and Hochman also ex- The Board Chair, Mary Beth
www.nyc10044.com.] pressed concern about the Octagonabate of the State Department of

A Residents Association Commonsite being too far from the existingHousing and Community Renewal,
Councilor, Jeff Hochman, empha-community to be integrated into itScommented that the Board would
sized Smith’s point about the GDPI!life. be feeling its way on the handling
“You must understand that Roosevelt In response to the concernsof public comment in the evening
Island is and has been and will reBruce Becker said his firm is will- meetings. While no formal deci-
main a planned community. Theing to reconsider the apartmentijon was made on how to handle
current [RIOC] administration doesmix, and reconsider the focus orthe public comment or Q&A por-
not want to continue the plannecbiomedical research personneltions of the meetings, it appeared
community essence which is the baHochman had said, emphasizing #he Board was favorably disposed
sis of this Island. If you look at the point made by Berdy, “If you con- toward the Stewart configuration in
history of planned communitiestinue with what they want to do in which comments on agenda matters
around this country, once the build-Southtown, our Island is going towould be heard near the beginning
ings that were built did not continuebe overwhelmed by hospital work-of Board meetings, with other mat-
in the planning area, these commuers. | have no problem with hospi+ers left for an open-ended town-
nities ended. They just became ontal workers. But they are tempo-hall-style meeting after adjourn-
part of a big maze of the city and theirary people, even doctors andment of the formal meeting.
character had ended and eroded.” nurses who stay here for one or twa

Another MTG member and years. We know this Island began
Southtown litigant, Linda Heimer, as an Island of hospitals. We don’tvith. But we’re more than willing
emphasized that the GDP “is ouwant it to end the same way.” to revise if we can find other
only zoning. We don’t have City The Becker team was concilia-sources of funding to be more ori-
zoning here, and if we allow thetory toward the residents andented to public uses... My sense
GDRP to be violated, it can be vio-Becker emphasized he is sincere iis, that would be challenging... |
lated with all other development.” wanting to accommodate commu-would certainly make the commit-
Referring the Marriott Hotel plan nity concerns. He said that anyment to pursue it.”
for Southpoint, she added, “Weproposal must be economically vi- Residents speaking at the meet-
don’t want this to be a commercialable, but said, “We’'re very re-ing praised the Becker team for
Island. It's a planned communitysourceful,” then adding, “I don’t forthrightness and the quality of
for families and residents.” believe that we would be desig-their plan, but lamented that RIOC

On the matter of the apartmennated [by RIOC as developer of thehas moved forward on develop-
mix, RIRA Common Councilor site] if we didn't have some sort of ment of a site not provided for as
Judith Berdy told the Becker teamgconomically-viable plan to startresidential housing in the GDP.

tion and we want the police of theformation is anecdotal — based on
Eastwood  from page 1 streets of New York on the streetseports from fellow tenants, and
meeting as a point of maximum le-of Roosevelt Island,” Vass addedfrom their own observations.
verage. Ultimately, they hope to “The problems are not recognized, But that has not deterred them
redo the Public Safety contracthe problems are not responded to,from pushing this campaign. “It's
between the housing company antie said. “The statistics, which arenot unheard of, and has taken place
the Roosevelt Island Operatinggiven out by Public Safety, are whaimore so at Eastwood,” Vass said,
Corporation (RIOC). make us void of ample police pro-“that when we get good and angry,
The Vasses (510 Main Streetfection, so in essence they don’t dand I'm not threatening it yet, there
#462) and De Vine (546, #742) arghe job, and they're keeping the pois something known as a rent strike,
asking for $10 donations from alllice who could do the job off the where we stop the flow of cash
Islanders to support their causestreets. We're being punished twaompletely, until we get them to
They started last month with theways.” In other words, Vass con-their knees.” The Vasses said they
idea of enlisting Rivercross, Islandtends, the City police force is nothave won four or five of these
House and Westview — fellow being given a true picture of what istussles already, and can count on a
Mitchell-Lama developments thathappening on the Island. core of at least 150 Eastwood apart-
help pay for Public Safety —in the Jim Fry, Director of Public Safety, ments to back them up. How many
effort. (An Eastwood flier said: disagreed with Vass’ assessment gieople on Roosevelt Island know
“Maybe we can influence the fu-the situation. He said his officershow to run an official rent strike?
ture of who runs Roosevelt Islandhave patrolled Eastwood and othelhe Vasses and De Vine repeated
— in unity there is strength.”) buildings, and have issued sumthat they were not making threats,
They've since resolved to go itmonses for loitering and other of-but do want the “powers that be”
alone, if they have to. But they’refenses. As for changing the contracto consider their request.
disappointed by the lack of coop-tself, he referred the question to The Eastwood representatives
eration thus far from Island HouseRIOC President Robert H. Ryan praised the Roosevelt Island Man-
and Westview, which they saywho had not responded to a phonagement Corporation. They said
share some of the same security antlessage at press time. that the porters who go to work in
“desecration” problems. Fay Vass said, “The majority of the morning are doing a good job
“The rent hearings would be andour tenants here, they will call Pub-of cleaning the building’s public
are the best platform for united ef-ic Safety, and we have stressed thispaces. Indeed, anyone who walks
fort by the three rental buildings,” endlessly: ‘If you have a problem,the halls of Eastwood during the
Vass said. “There is not a bettercall the 114th Precinct [instead].’day will be impressed by its clean-
platform or audience for the threeBut they don't.” liness and by the building’s archi-
buildings, because you've got all The Vasses have been atecture, which makes it a spacious,
the ears: the management, the Stakastwood since 1978, and De Vinairy, well-lit place.
of New York, everybody who is is coming up on his 24th year. No, the Vasses’ complaintis not
philosophically and politically in- They have their ears to the grounavith Eastwood’s staff and crew.
volved. Not to bring this up is po- but have not engaged in any sysAll they want is to upset the
litical ignorance. tematic collection of crime data.lIsland’s applecart and change the
“We need more indoor protec-They concede that much of their inway it is policed.
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: I'd like to talk about responsibility in today’s column. Specifically, I'd
Kaﬁee_KlatCh Serles - |nf0rmal, CO'Gen frompage 1  |ike to talk about the responsibility that your RIRA Council Members have
; , ing assumed, and from where that authority is derived.
Informatlve Weekly Get'TOgetherS Liﬁst ;Qlljézd%; ;Sﬁgﬂﬁiﬂn&_ We, who ran for office in November, all signed a pledge stating that (1)
by Francine Lange amine and evaluate the Stearn¥€ understood the responsibilities of the office, and (2) that we would
When Jim Tendean-Luce and his family moved to the Island in Maglant, and he is to confer withS€rve outour full terms. The Common Council has done a good deal in the
1998, his work hours didn’t allow for much community involvemenRIOC President Robert H. RyanSiX Weeks since it was seated, and | know the Members intend to accom
But a job change freed up some time and he began checking intcaitfut that. For his part, RyanP“Sh a great deal more. | said many times during the campaign that my
Island’s offerings. He then joined the Parent Teacher’s Associationieasponded thiss’s comments by Personal effectiveness would be in proportion to and dependent upon the
a grant writer; Public School 217, as an executive leadership commigggng that RIOC has approache§!Ncerity of purpose of the Common Council. .
member; the Cub Scouts, as a scout parent; the Toastmasters public speakiple of firms involved in the . What is equally true is that the effectiveness of the Common Council is
ing club, as Secretary; the Historical Society, as a member; anddperation of co-gen plants. “We!l proportion to and dependen
Roosevelt Island Residents Association, as an alternate delegate teeda great benefitin using the plarPOn the participation of this com;
Common Council. As he came into contact with each group, he searghek efficiently,” Ryan said. munity. | bring this up in light of The
for a place where he could meet other leaders on the Island, all at ongéss’s statement was containedh€ paltry turnout for the Town
He was not successful, so he took action. “I decided to host one mysgifd’ December 29 letter to RiIOcMeeting called by RIOC to hear
he says. and the Residents Association: What Becker & Becker Associates RIRA
He planned a series of small, informal gatherings where organizatioiCan co-generation work on the potential developers of the
leaders and residents could meet, share coffee and other refreshmeRisoasvelt Island? Perhaps for th&ctagon landmark, had to sayl C I
well as opportunities and ideas to improve the community. Called firg time in Roosevelt Island his- This is @ project that could con+ oiuunmn
Kaffee Klatch Series, the Saturday afternoon meetings, which are ef§ an oppotunity exists Cceivably add over 360 units of fair
in the Tendean-Luce living room, run from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Lagtereby RIOC, RIRA and our Market housing plus a restored S _
Saturday’s meeting featured Erin Feely-Nahem, President of the PAdighboring hospitals could ben-Octagon plus an ecological park to our residential mix. | thought it unfor-
and Luca Gatto, President of the Roosevelt Island Toastmasters Grelitthy sharing an existing facil- tunate that only two dozen residents thought this potential undertaking sig:
Sister Regina Palamera will speak today (Saturday, January 27). Tendgaand satisfy their respectivenificant enough to attend the meeting. o _ N
Luce welcomes speaker suggestions for future programs in the seif@srests. Now it may be that RIOC S|mply didn’t pubI|C|ze the meeting sufficiently.
Meetings are open to all interested individuals on the Island, but becausg recent article inThe Main However, it was announced in the |8&in Street WIRE.It may be, as
of space limitations, he can host no more than 12 visitors per sessi@treet WIREevealed that RIOC Someone said, that, after many presentations by many developers, this con
Residents wishing to join in the sessions are asked to call Jim Tendeas- planning to divest itself of Munity no longer believes that our opinions are being solicited in good
Luce at (212y55-7285%0r contact him by e-mail dimLuce24@aol.com. various properties in order to aith. Or, it may be that the community felt that it had learned what it

Future sessions include: achieve further development. Toneeded to know from the reports in WREof Becker & Becker's pre-
January 27, Sister Regina Palamera, St. Cabrini Roman Catholic Rgrsurprise | learned that one ofSéntation to the Common Council. | disagree. The only strength this com-
ish and Thrift Shop the parcels that RIOC has in itsTunity has is in unity. A strong turnout would have given credence and

February 3, Dick Lutz, Managing Editdrhe Main Street WIRE possession is the steam-genera?-mphaSiS to the opinions presented at the Town Meeting that this remain:
February 10, Judith Berdy, President, Roosevelt Island Historical fr-plant located directly beneath@ Community of affordable housing and families, and that apartment prices

ciety the 59th Street Bridge. Thisand size must reflect that basic premise. Also, the General Developmen
February 17, Matthew Katz, President, Roosevelt Island Residenigh-pressure steam-generating /an (GDP) defines the 15 acres south of Coler Hospital as Octagon Park
Association (RIRA) plant presently services bothANY construction on the property must comply with the GDP definition of
February 24, Dolores Green, President, Roosevelt Island Seniors@sldwater and Coler Hospita|sOIDen Space, or must acquire the
sociation utilizing only a fraction of its to- @PPropriate amendments to perm
March 3, to be announced tal capacity. The engineeringthe construction of for-profit, fair-
March 10, Byron Gaspard, Vice President, RIRA solution is simple. The political market residential housing.
March 17, Fadhela Chentouf-Rijal and Arlene Stock, Vice Presidestsiution is far more complicated. | was impressed with Bruce
Roosevelt Island Toastmasters Club “Co-generation of steam andBecker’s presentation, his portfo

March 24, Nneka Pope, Representative, Community Board 8 electric power is not a uniquelio of past work and his ability to
March 31, Nancy Howe and Worth Howe, Directors, Main Street Theea but what is unique is that thdiSten to us and ask good question
atre/Dance Alliance power companies today are preHHowever, I've seen the pitfalls of
April 7, Charles DeFino, Director, Roosevelt Island Youth Prograrpared to buy back electric powerd housing complex not responsiv

from an outside co-generationt© the community as awhole in m
plant. The requirement for ©Wn Manhattan Park. In the rece

. b
(1"BIIN(‘| IJ ll Roosevelt Island would be a genRIRA élections, only 265 votes .
i ) erator of 50 MW which will not we_;e %aSt frocr;1 tlhE; 1'00? ?ﬁartmﬁt
. - only supply the electrical needsun'ts here. Only four orthe eight. =
Compiled by Alain P_lnse'_c — phone and fax 208-2907 of Roosevelt Island, but will also Council seats from Manhr_:\ttan Parl
e-mail alpinset@cs.com provide a surplus of power for have been filled, and 4 River Roa¢
Mon., Jan. 29 7:45 p.m.Maple Tree Group meeting, Chapel of the use by a power company. ::alleﬁl to present a single candidat
Good Shepherd. Planning for Island self-governance. “The purpose of this letter is o'rVIt eir seat. h o !
Wed., Jan. 31 7:00 p.m.Glee Club, Senior Center. All singers wel-not to make a sweeping or sim- My pointis that everyone nee Matthew Katz ]
: ; iati to take responsibility. The time to
come. (No sessions Feb. 7, 14; sessions resume Feb. 21.) plistic approach to the problem,!0 'aKe resp Y- ) Residents Association President
Wed., Feb. 78:00 p.m.RIRA but to present certain facts to thefiticize the Island developers’
Common Council meeting There is no charge for lising island residents as well as RIOC. Thé)|‘,"‘,“5 is now, not when their bwldmgs blot out_the sky. And to make these
Chapel of the Good Shepherd. | events here. E-mail information to facts are the following: critical decisions, we mustll make it our business to be aware and in-
Sat., Feb. 10next issue oThe | alpinset@cs.com or fax/call 208-2907. “1. Presently there exists aformed. ) . _ .
Main Street WIRE Deadlines: steam-generating plant servicing[_ In the coming Weeks.yo_u W[II be asked to support various RIRA activi-
Advertising in the paper, Fri., Feb. 2: decision on stufferdfar Bag, both hospitals on the Island. ~ ti€S and fundraisers. Vicki Feinmel and her committee are working as you

Mon., Feb. 5: materials due Thur., FebF8ture issues: Feb. 24: Mar.  “2. The new housing plannedréad this, preparing a gala party on March 3 for the purpose of having
10, 24; Apr. 7, 21; May 5, 19: June 2, 30; Aug. 4, then every two weéksSouthtown could incorporate SOMe fun, lifting us out of the late-Winter doldrums and raising some money
starting early in SeptembePhonefax for news,826-905%7552540; steam heat from the co-generalO give RIRA the clout to support new programs and ventures. Also, the
phone/fax for advertising inquirieg51-8214755 2540: phone/fax to tion plant as opposed to spillingRIRA Legal Committee has voted to appeal the denial of the RIRA inter-
list your organization’s Island events here (no charg@3-2907 or off excess steam power not pevention in the RIRSD suit requiring the Southtown developers to proceed
e-mailalpinset@cs.com. ing utilized presently by both responsibly. Our law firm has made it clear that they are proud to repre-

Thur., Feb. 15 6:00 p.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel hospitals. sent the Roo_sevelt Island Residents Association, and, by extension, you
of the Good Shepherd. “3 gouthtown could become They have given us rock-bottom rates for first-rate work, they must be

Mon., Feb. 26 7:30 p.m. Historical Society meetingMemories of the eventual end user of electricPaid, and this community must foot the bill. .
Blackwell House with Geniza Madden resident of Blackwell House ity produced by the co-genera- You made it clear in November's election that you support community

1951-56. tion plant. control of development and elected control of Island management by send
Sat., Mar. 3, 8:00 p.m.-midnightRIRA’s Swingin’ Soiree  “4. Anticipated co-generation iNg 0 the Common Council many candidates, including myself, who es-
Fun’Raiser, Manhattan Park Theater Club. $10 admission (seniors avitl have a benefit for every poused these issues. And now, you must put your money and time an
disabled, $8). household by reducing their elecINtensity and support where your votes were. When RIRA asks for your
S . C trical cost by 30% per year. bucks, be generous. Make yourself a knowledgeable citizen of Roosevel
enior Center “5. Present electrical costs for!sland by attending RIRA meetings and RIOC Board meetings and Town
Monday _ Special Events Eastwood, lIsland House,Meetings and by reading this newspaper. If Roosevelt Island is to remain
10:00,Blood Pressure Screening ) " Westview and Rivercross ap-& planned community, all of us will need to stand up and be counted.
12:45 Arts & Crafts (RIDA Tue., Jan. 3012:30,Arthritis/ i Thomas Jefferson was thinking of us when he said in 1807: “We are a
, ( ) Joint Pain Lecture (tentat proach $5 million per year. -
Tuesday s Ol—lnb len'ogc ure (tentative) “6. Residents can also antici-P€ople capable of self-government, and worthy of it.
10:00,Jazzercise unlc’:hzm' aane Brunch pate 20% increases within the
1:00,Games(RISA) Mon FebpS%l'OO Food next year based upon increasetle required to reduce the mainteresidents of Roosevelt Island, and
Wednesday Shoppine (IiID:A& RISA) fuel costs. It should be noted thahance [and rent] based on cost sawoth hospitals have an agreement
9:15, Stay Well (stretch) Mon Fe%o 1% 11-1 the average two-bedroom apartings. The adversarial position bethat benefits all concerned. Finally,

10:00,English as 2nd Language
(Beginners session at 10:00, Mf:tr?)ci‘gdﬁ’%so
Intermediate session at 11:00.) oné ”eJ. " Bachacl Sh
7:00,Glee Club Choral Group ally Jesse kaphael show

ment on Roosevelt Island con-tween the residents and RIOC ha# any individual has a solution how
sumes between $200 to $250 pealways boiled down to dollars andthis might be accomplished before
month in electricity, and the es-cents, namely Public Purpose Fundwe price ourselves out of ‘afford-
timated savings for a two-bed-versus those monies that are returnegble housing on Roosevelt Island’

(except Feb. 7, 14) WEd\'/' Ilzet;._ 14'7 -F?O't room apartment would approachto Albany. Today we are presentedeel free to contact me. My e-mail
Thursday Sat I?%n |1n7eﬁdar y $100 per month. with a clear opportunity for address i®Liss@att.net.”
10:00,Tai Chi a .’Ble k'H'a': aé’ lebrati “Residents of the Island real-Roosevelt Island to benefit from an
10:30,Creative Arts Wed ?:C b |2510ry elebration ize we pay for our ‘free electric- existing facility which already pro- fi f /
6:30,Dance Class € Atl et.. Citv (RISA ity’ by observing our annual in- duces steam heat and has the abiIit\FUb ic Sa ety Blotter
9:00.Cit Eriday antic City ( ) crease in maintenance and rento produce electricity with the addi- appears this week on
:00,Citizenship Perhaps the first requirement igion of a steam generator at very low :
10:00,English as 2nd Language Home-delivered for the residents to be fiscallycost. The poIit?caI solution is );;er— Website NYC10044
(Beginners session at 10:00, meals available responsible and have meters inhaps for both sides to share the ini-  with supplemental materials on
Intermediate session at 11:00)|  call 744-5022 ext.1203 stalled within our apartments; si-tial cost and benefit from the sur- many WIRE reports
7:30,Lotto (RISA) multaneously the owners shouldplus? This requires that RIOC, the WwWw.nyc10044.com
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Become a Foster Parent

Open Your Arms to Help A Child

Sheltering Arms Children Service
122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702

The New

CITY
LIGHTS

GRILL

48-17 Vernon Blvd.
Long Island City

Open 7 days a week for dinner
8 Daily Lunch Specials
priced at only $6.50 including a beer or soda

(718) 4712-0500

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service

with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

(Freemcan exeaess ]
oy

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 21 years
501 Main Street « (212) 752-8722

meniclk:
DO wines & spirits k S
28-22 Astoria Blvd.

STOREWIDE WINTER WINE SALE
750 ml size only
BUY ANY 6 Bottles SAVE 10%
BUY ANY 12 Bottles SAVE 15 %
CHAMPAGNE SALE
Savings on Korbel, Moet & Chandon, Veuve Cliquot
Super Savings on Dom Perignon $106

PH: 718-728-4666 FAX: 718-728-4803
FREE DELIVERIES to Rl on Saturdays

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

TWIN CAR SIRVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere — Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION

Hourly rate available
Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans
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The Thrift Shop

f?

Pride yourself on
your smart
shopping? We're
Clearance Central
for Roosevelt
Island. Shop here
first (and often)
and you'll save
more than you can
possibly imagine.

Do you need a non-surgical face lift?
Do you have persistent scars?

Now we have the solution. Imported cream from Europe made from
natural ingredients in earth including pearl extract, collagen, vitamin
A, E, royal jelly, avocado, chamomile and many more that convert it
into a potent energetic action to rejuvenate your skin and get rid of
scars, pimples, blackheads, age spots, wrinkles, burns, scrapes,

eczema, dermatitis, fungus, lupus, psoriasis, dry lipsm
To order please send a money order of $60 to:

FDR Station i

PO Box 7388 : | No VEJES

New York NY 10022 | ap
Allow 7-10 business days i !

Do you want
to lose weight?

Are you having difficulty losing weight or want to make
other life-style changes? Licensed therapist with years of
experience in the field of weight control, family problems

and depression can help. Indivdual contact in a
supportive atmosphere helping you to make positive
life-style changes.

Office located on Roosevelt Island.
Contact: Paula Sobel ACSW

212 319-4351

Think of us as your
Roosevelt Island
factory outlet store

Roosevelt Island’s own

little mini-mall of
fantastic bargains

520 Main Street
Monday-Saturday 12-7:30
Late night Thursday 12-9

The Thrift Shop

486-8958

</

Happy New Year...

It's the right time for those good wishes
in the Chinese and Korean traditions,
and Trellis is happy to join in. Bring in
the coupon below, and celebrate with us.

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

See you at Trellis

752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

! Good at Trellis for one free soft

| drink with any dinner $8 or more.
I Coupon Expires February 11, 2001.
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Subway from page 1 New York Road Runners Sponsoring New

representatives of advocacy groups — raised concerns about service frequency,
crowding, weekend service for certain areas, and accessibility for people with - / _
crowding yforpeoplevith geftar-School Program for Middle-Schoolers

There was even criticism over the location of the hearing, at Long Island Cif§tarting the week of February 5, middle-school students at PS/IS 217 can join the Roosev
High School in Queens, which caused a hardship for some attendees, wholstand “Running Partners Team,” a free after-school running program sponsored by the New Yo
plained that the school was not easy to find, or not easily accessible via p&gad Runners Foundation.
transportation. (Bus travelers from Roosevelt Island would have had to use tiRonning Partners is an initiative of the New York Road Runners Club with leadership provided b
buses; subway riders would have had to transfer once or twice and then take@rbtesWaitz, Chair and nine-time winner of the New York Marathon, and Allan Steinfeld, Presider
to get to the school.) of the New York Road Runners Club and Race Director of the New York City Marathon. Program

Public Advocate Mark Green said: “It's curious that the MTA plans (for nogijnilar to this one are in place in 12 city schools where there are few or no extracurricular spor
no other hearings about the extensive subway reroutings that will take placgthgrams. Running Partners expects to have 23 schools involved by the end of 2001.
year.” He and other speakers asked for more meetings to give Manhattan, Brodko trained coaches will be provided by Running Partners. Frank Cherry will volunteer as coac
lyn, and Bronx residents the chance to suggest improvements to the proposeiticsarRoosevelt Island, together with Ms. Kaye Kerr, the Middle School math teacher, who wil
vice to their areas. He added, “Elected officials and concerned citizens also sloach and will be the point of contact within the school. Jennifer Stockbridge, Running Partne
these concerns and so I'm distributing a letter to you from 59 elected City offidratzgram Director, will provide overall supervision, on and off site.
and groups including the Straphangers Campaign.” The latter is an advocacy grédimiddle-schoolers, no matter how fast, experienced, or fit, are eligible. The only requirement:
for subway riders, part of the New York Public Interest Research Groupaegording to Cherry, are the desire to run and the commitment to work hard and be a responsi
NYPIRG. team member. Practices will take place on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p

Speakers throughout the evening asked for changes including an E line estariing on February 5, rain or shine. On-island contact can be made with Ch86y2877or
sion to Forest Hills and free MetroCard transfers between the F and Lexingftitim Ms. Kerr at the Schoo980-0294 There’s more information about the New York Road Run-
Avenue lines. Individuals also asked for weekend service for the new V tra@rs Foundation and Running Partners on the program’s website, www.nyrrc.org/divisions/found
(The current proposal provides for only weekday service in Queens and Martioat-
tan.) Among them, Rochelle Slovin, Director of the Museum of the Moving Imin addition to weekly practices, participants will receive team uniforms, a monthly newsletter
age, argued that the institution, which will be accessible by that line, serves tistance patches, a regularly-updated website, the opportunity to meet and run with elite runne
ists as well as city dwellers from other boroughs. “We're studied and adm#ech as Grete Waitz, and optional participation in races sponsored by the New York Road Runn
worldwide for our innovative exhibitions, adventurous film programs and pioneet@igb at no cost. The group also organizes road running events in Central Park, track events
work in digital media,” she said. She added that of their more than 70,000 vis&erral city locations, and cross country events in Van Cortlandt Park, so that participants are «
every year, 41 percent of them arrive by subway, and efficient service was negdsed to all three running sports.

Andrew Albert, representing the Straphangers Campaign, also asked for increasée philosophy underpinning the Running Partners program is that participation and achieveme
express service for the E and F trains, as well as an extension of the G traifnimtmning can lead to superior academic performance and the building of character traits such
Forest Hills. He demanded that MTA representatives meet with local officfsseverance and self-esteem, and social skills such as teamwork, camaraderie, and lasting frie
representing riders. ships.

Mr. Sussman said comments gathered at the hearing will be reviewed beforBarents and teachers are urged to discuss with their children this great opportunity to be a men
final recommendation is given to the MTA board for approval, sometime in Mareha dynamic team, to get in shape, meet new friends, and set goals for achievement and succe

Weekends

SPORTSWIRE

BASKETBALL The standings in the Roosevelt Island Youth
Program’s Winter Basketball League after two weeks are:

Junior Division (12-14) Senior Division (15-17)
Terminators 2 - 0 Mavericks 2 - 0

NY Heat 2 -0 Blazers1-1

Giants 0 - 2 Hollal-1

Knicks 0 - 2 DaKingz0-2

In the Junior Division, the Terminators and the NY Heat got off to
fast starts, each winning their first two games. In week 1, the Termi-
nators defeated the Giants 45-39 and the NY Heat defeated the Knick:
43-30. Deshawn Pearson and Lamar Burrows led the Terminators
with 14 points each, while Pedro Valerio added 8 points. Tony
Simmons was the high scorer for the Giants with 19 points, while
Brandon Stueber and Jose Marte added 8 points each. For the NY

]
T — Heat, Paul Brown led the scoring with 15 points and Fabian Williams
r Ins Iv e added 11 points. For the Knicks, Byron Gaspard scored 10 points
[ ] and Dan Moraru scored 9 points. In week 2, the NY Heat defeated
the Giants 63-43 and the Terminators bested the Knicks 67-32. Sika
- . - Franco dominated the backboards and led all scorers with 22 points
G no trains runnmg, take the 0 instead. while Fabian Williams added 15 points and Fode Bah 14 points for

G detoured through 63rd St. Tunnel. the NY Heat. For the Giants, Tony Simmons scored 19 points,
Ahmadu Fall scored 7 points and Seif Dorani scored 6 points. For

Jan. 19-22, Jan. 26-29, Feb. 2-5 e Terminaters, Koith Summers o nol b stooped of ne boarc

added 14 points and Lamar Burrows 13 points. Anthony Santiago

10 PM’ Fri_ to 5:30AM’ Mon. led the Knicks with 19 points.

In the Senior Division, the Mavericks were the only undefeated
- : - . team after two weeks of play. In week 1, the Mavericks defeated the

* ”]lzhe@ will beaﬁo E}slervuae at slt:it;)lns between Qgeerg le and the World Trade Center Blazers 80-51 and the Holla defeated Da Kingz 63-53. Charles McCoy
trains run all night and make all stops to Jamaica Center. led all scorers with 31 points, while James Williams added 25 points

e ~ : o and Kendrick Gibson 13 points for the Mavericks. For the Blazers,
* F trains will detour between Roosevelt Ave. and 47th-50th Sts. stopping at the 21st St. Jason Burnette scored 24 points and Steven Parades scored 11 poin

Queensbridge, Roosevelt Island, Lexington Ave.-63rd St., and 57th St.-6th Ave. Q stations. Marcus Moore led the way for the Holla with 28 points, while Devin

o Tho . . . . i Epps added 16 points and John Matthews 8 points. For Da Kingz,
The 23rd St.-Ely Ave., Lexington Ave.-53rd St., and Fifth Ave. stations will be closed. Alex Sheppard scored 18 points, Mark Comrie 12 points and Bobby

Blanco 10 points. In week 2, the Mavericks defeated Da Kingz 77-
67 and the Blazers defeated the Holla by a 64-62 score. Charles

* There will be no transfers between the 4, 6 and the E, F at Lexington Ave./51st St.

¢ There will be no transfers between the G and E, F at 23rd St.-Ely Ave./Court Sq. McCoy again led all scorers with 31 points, while Marcus Harrison
added 19 points for the Mavericks. Alex Sheppard led Da Kingz
* A shuttle bus will connect the Queens Plaza, 23rd St.-Ely Ave./Court Sq., and 21st St.- with 19 points, while Wayne Neal added 18 points and Herman

Kouadio added 11 points. In the closest and most interesting game o

QueeHSbndge stations. the first two weeks, the Blazers led by 10 points early in the second

* For travel alternatives, pick up a take-one at your station or call (718) 330-1234. half, only to fall behind by 7 points under an unrelenting full court
press by the Holla, but then came from behind to tie the score on &
This work is part of MTA New York City Transits ongoing effort ro upgrade and maintain the free throw by Scott Davis and win the game when Jason Burnette pu

in a rebound of a missed shot with 9 seconds left in the game. Jaso
Burnette led the Blazers with 26 points, but received strong support
from Vernon Jonas (17 points), Anthony Delgado (12 points) and
Scott Davis (9 points). For the Holla, Marcus Moore had 28 points,

m New York City Transit Going your way Devin Epps had 18 points, and John Mason and Alhussein Camar:
had 5 points each.

mbwdy system. We regret any inconvenience you may experience.

www.mta.nyc.ny.us

The Senior Division games are played at PS/IS 217 on Friday eve-
nings from 6:30 to 9:30 PM, and the Junior Division games are played
at PS/IS 217 on Saturday afternoons from 1:15 to 4:00 PM.

©2001 Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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from, subject to several State adjustment fabas been shut down for about 17 years. denerated 269 projects and 105,000 apart-
$300,000 budget item for repairs is includedhents in its formative years. Berman said

effort to assure fairness in this round of ne- The State recomputed the same set of eix- the second-year budget, chargeable totle provision of affordable housing for the

gotiations.

Two years ago, he saidpenses and projected an Island House defeserve fund. Another $10,000 is budgetewhiddle class — people who work in govern-

Westview rents went up 10 percent, moreit of $359,700 in the first year and $434,00@r pool maintenance — an item accepted liyent, in education, and in other middle-in-
than in Island House, because of a lack afi the second. The difference came, in pathe State. Isley said it was “a very lovely)come occupations — has helped revitalize
preparedness. He doesn’t want to make thfaom much lower DHCR cost estimates fopool at one point,” and that some residengsreviously unattractive sections of the city.
mistake again, and some of his associates @yas, electricity, and debt service. Resnickere looking forward to the day they mightitchell-Lama brought community-builders

even considering chartering a butake resi- indicated that the company has already takeet it back.

to places like Tribeca and parts of the Up-

dents to the DHCR meeting on February 8. the third step in this waltz by responding to Berman said other residents would prefgper West Side, she said, and to Roosevelt
Berman said, “To me, it was an outragéhe State’s workup. Neither Belson nor théhat the money be spent on other improvesland, helping to create new markets and

that they would even suggest $90.” In a flieBtate would disclose the working numbersients. She recounted a long battle to uppportunities for everyone.

seeking to mobilize resident opposition, Isat this stage. The figures should come infgrade the laundry rooms, for example —work Berman said the ideals of the Mitchell-

land House organizers said it was OK to tetflearer focus by the time of the rent conferthat Isley said is being completed.
It's a matter of priorities, Isley said, point-that's one of the reasons she’s working to

the State that “such an increase would forance.

Lama program are worth fighting for, and

me and my family out of our apartment.” But Berman made it clear, however, that Ising out that roof, elevator and plumbing reassure a strong presence at the Island House
Berman and other veterans of these negoti@nd House would not be satisfied simplyairs have been done. Carpet replacementént hearing.

tions have told the tenants not to be towith the State’s estimates
shocked at what they described as the equiva¥e’re a little more
lent of a used-car sticker price, and she saédarmed by this $20 per
there really isn't a feeling of fear or panicoom than the $90, in a
among the residents. Rents for Mitchellway, because that indi-
Lama housing are set by the State Divisiopates what DHCR and the
of Housing and Community RenewalState’s thinking is, and we
(DHCR), and the tenant groups have beeare hoping that it could be
working for several months to knock dowrf9 or $10,” she said. And
the proposed increases. beyond the question of fi-
The tenant groups at all three buildings ameances, the biennial meet
being assisted by Resnick and Co., an airtg serves as a forum to,
counting firm in Valley Stream, N.Y. Jef-present the tenants’ con+ =
frey Resnick is analyzing the housing comeerns about a wider range
pany and State figures in preparation for remf issues to a powerful au-
determination conferences to be held Felgience that includes top
ruary 8 at the downtown DHCR office at 25management, State offi-
Beaver Street. The Westview meeting wiltials, and representatives
be at 10 a.m., with Island House at 2 p.m. Af elected officials from Webs
conference date has yet to be scheduled fitre City Council, Borough AScountant Jeff Resnick listened to a
Eastwood. President’'s Office, and L?Z;dt?n”; %fqtl;\?ﬁ';gnlg S,:(ﬂ,iikTa;Sﬁ
DHCR has countered the housingd-egislature. Force. Resnick will prepare the
company’s initial proposal for Island House Pail, too, sees this as ariesidents’ cases for holding the line on
with a $20.48 per room increase. Resnick'spportunity to press for 8Nt increase in Island House,

. . Westview, and Eastwood.
associate, Andrew R. Martin, noted that unchanges. He led an expe-

Website NYC10044

also in the budget, along Pail said that as the rent moves up, “We
with kitchen appliances feel at the current point that Roosevelt Is-
and cabinets. land is actually going to be composed of two
The budget, in a sense kinds of people: Type A, the transients, doc-
is a snapshot of Roosevelttors and students who are going be to be here
Island. Island House’s only one or two years, and those on subsi-
vacancy rate is projecteddies, those on welfare. ... In the process, we
at 1.1 percent for the nextare destroying the current island, and in fact
two years. Thisis in line a lot of people are moving out.”
with Isley’s observation Thus far, the Island’s standard-issue
that she has only one orMitchell-Lama rentals — Island House and
two vacancies per monthWestview — appear to have retained their
in Westview and Island character as middle-income developments.
House, buildings with a But the middle class that Pail and Berman
total of 761 apartments. talk about may be a moving target.
She said the waiting listto  Mitchell-Lama has an income cutoff for
getinis aminimum of two admission: seven times the annual rent for a
years. Many of those who family of three or fewer, eight times the rent
move originally settled in for a family of four or more, according to
Manhattan Park. the DHCR. Tenants are required to file in-
Isley was asked whethercome affidavits with the management com-
the Manhattan Park in- pany, which the state checks against their tax
creases had created a sudeturns. Families whose income exceeds the
den spike of new applica- multiples are supposed to be assessed sur-
tions. She commentedcharges of up to 50 percent of their rent.

der the DHCR proposal, the increase, if dordition last fall through all 19 floors of that it was “not a sudden spike but a suddenThe level of surcharges should be a rough
in equal steps, would be $13.65 this ApriWestview to document damage in its halldesperation.” But the migration of Manhatmeasure of an apartment complex’s confor-
and $13.65 the following year. Under thevays and other public areas (43 defectivian Park tenants has been steady over thmty with the goals of Mitchell-Lama, and

housing company’s budget, the steps wouldborknobs, 19 leaks, etc.), and has pushgdars.
be $59.40 each year.

Island residents say that Isley is enforcing

Housing Management to make repairs. “It's That's because the Mitchell-Lama progranthe rules. At Westview, it appears that a fam-

The comparable figures for Westview argotten to the point that even managemestill represents a bargain for many New Yorkly of three in a two-bedroom apartment
$13.80 per room per year under the Stateitself defines some areas of the building aapartment-hunters. The median rents posteduld have an adjusted income of nearly
budget calculations, and $61.20 under thear zones,” he said. “It's your home, it'son the City’s Rent Guidelines Board websit&114,000 before having to think about sur-
company’s. The State’s one-step basis thenet just a dormitory.” Pail argues that theréor all “core Manhattan” apartments, marketharges. This is double the “HUD-Adjusted

is $20.70.

is no incentive for the company to improveand rent-stabilized taken together, are $1,6858edian Family Income” of $56,200 listed

Resnick told about 40 Island House resits efficiency under the present system, anfdr a one-bedroom, $2,505 for a two-bedby the DHCR for the New York metropoli-
dents at a meeting last week that “the dancgiticizes what he sees as instances of wastepm. Roosevelt Island, part of Manhattartan area.
has already begun” between the comparsych as the use of antiquated lighting fixeould be considered part of the core. The Island House residents paid $93,714 in

and the State, in terms of differing cost praures.

City’s figures, although based on a survegurcharges for 1999, a tiny fraction of the

jections. He said that “these buildings are On a larger scale, Task Force membetbat is surely out of date by now, neverthebuilding’s total rental income, which is esti-
‘net zero’ buildings,” meaning that the prop-and other residents in both buildings agreless illustrate the fact that, even if Belsomated at $6 million in the current budget.
erties are supposed to break even, not makteat one of their biggest added expensesuld impose its $90-per-room increase and a DHCR spokeswoman said this week

a profit.

stems from the heating and air conditioningyill, Island House residents who occupy twothat only 9 percent of Island House tenants,

Doryne lIsley, the general manager o$ystem, which is not individually meteredbedroom units would still be getting one ofind 5 percent of Westview’s, are paying sur-
Roosevelt Island Management Corp., saidio the apartments. A common complaint itheir bedrooms “free,” compared with thecharges.
“I think that most of the residents who havéhat some tenants treat electricity as thougient being paid by many people who live on The effect of rent increases on this aspect

been involved in the process already undeit-were free because it's included in the renthe west side of the river.

of the system is a matter of conjecture. But

stand that it is g@rocess’ Under the pro- Buteverybody in the building pays for lights Pail, Berman and the other Task Forcié would appear that raising the rent could
cess, Jerome Belson & Associates, the maand electric heaters that are left on continunembers undoubtedly appreciate the savinggpen the buildings to higher-earning tenants

agement company for all three buildings, presusly.

But they argue that there are two sides to tlaad possibly mitigate some of the surcharges

sents its two-year estimates of expenses, andBerman said energy inefficiency extendslitchell-Lama bargain, and that it's morebeing paid by the 50 or so Island House and
the DHCR staff goes over the numbers ito single-pane windows and poorly-insulatethan a matter of personal advantage for Westview tenants whose income has risen

order to determine the income needed to papartments.
the bills. House, people complain of freezing, she

In certain sections of Islandertain class of people. The State prograabove the admission standard.

Arriving at the bottom line is fairly clear. said, and keep their ovens on for heat:
In the case of Island House, the comparfgooms on the south side of the building, on
projects expenses of $7.8 million per yeathe other hand, can be solar-heated on som
producing a deficit of $1.72 million. Divide days.

e | | | |
o Arher Classified
the deficit by 12 and by the number of rooms Another issue that has come up for dis 50 cents/word * 751-8214

in Island House (1,832), and one can semission is the company’s plan to rehabili-
clearly enough where the increase is comirtgte the Island House swimming pool, which

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

Health Plans
Accepted
32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA
HIP
Oxford

Medicare

832-2310

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

LUXURY 1BR FURNISHED APARTMENT available for a month, great view, will
also consider sharing. Call (212) 421-6099, beeper 917-252-6099.

SCHOLARSHIP HELP AVAILABLE - Island-resident alumnus of Clark University,
Massachusetts, has been asked to recommend worthy candidates for Fall admission.
For information, call George Rubin, 935-6043.

I'LL COME TO YOU — Boxed gifts, perfumes, jewelry, stationery, watches. Mailing
lists available. Gloria—752-6463.

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills. Free Home Consultation. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 375
Park Avenue, New York, NY (212) 754-9117.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST - Island
resident Diana Brill. Gift certificates available. (212) 759-9042

MASSAGE — THE PERFECT GIFT - Relaxation and Pain Relief, Swedish,
pregnancy, acupressure and medical massage. NYS Licensed Massage Therapist,
certified in pregnancy massage. Island resident. Reasonable rates. Gift certificates
available. Zen Marie Holmes LMT. (212) 613-3010.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE — Dolores Green 223-4077.
EXPERIENCED PAINTER - Excellent references. Free estimate — 751-8214.
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Roosevelt Island | Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Day Nursery 4 -

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street * Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Infroduction to Preschool
for 2 and 3 year olds Have a Happy,

Healthy School Year

A Class for Parents and Children Together
Office Hours

12 Week Session: February 27 - May 23 Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday afternoons frorn 1 10 2:30 p.m. Tuesday ¢ 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
‘ and/or Wednesday & Friday * 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday mornings from @:30to 11 a.m.
Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,

. . by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
Register at 4 River Road We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Each class limited to 10 children Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

For information and fess cal 593-0750

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEATURES:

LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITS:

Dividends paid on balances of $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.
Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union

MCU — Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 » Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Bxpet Takor Give your apartment a lift
o hames  [ROOSEVEIL 1| OPPING SERVICE

) [sland
757518M.all ?78 C/eaners Let me do your legwork

B udget Oriented

Time-saving

New Slate of the Art ~
H H urniture
Dry Cleaning Machine Ubholtams Shcovere
To Serve You Better \Vollpaper & {—abric
FAST. Your Neighborhood Cleaners gc/;rp\)? c? Afea [Rugs
EFFICIENT, . Indow reafme-'nfs
REL'ABLE, We mw 7C/007“ (2—’ Zifjmce es
COURTEOUS Free deheries cn aers $15p Copentay
/(/chen Qenovaf/on
pa/'mf é—« qu ;C/n/'; es
A/; Accessor/e;
The WIRE needs you... Clowt D
Every two weeks, dozens of your fellow residents help Ellen Levy
deliver The Main Street WIRE to every residential door on Igf{’;}fjﬁ;’;ﬁj
the Island. They need help, and there’s always room for
Y b 4 751-8214

another volunteer. Call 935-6043 or 935-7534
(leave a message) or e-mail mgrubin@erols.com
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| Take it to The Thrift Shop and make
: any purchase. The Thrift  Shop will
1 Stamp it. Then bring it to Trellis anytime
I before January 31 and we'll give you a
| dollar off your Trellis bill — or $2 off if
I
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I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
[ 8

your bill is over $15. Experience both
The Thrift  Shop and Trellis, and collect
a BUCKSBACK reward.

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.

See you at Trellis

152-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd




