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Billing a Public Safety Hike of 27%

by Robert Laux-Bachand But it appears he was too late t&RIOC and will be requesting all
The latest jolt to Roosevelt Is-change the State’s final figures. documentation with personnel and
landers’ pocketbooks came in the Otis Jones, DHCR Deputy Com-job function breakdowns to support
form of a March 1 bill from RIOC missioner of Housing Operationsthe increase in security charges.”
to the companies that manage thgaid this week that Belson’s requesDther top officials with the com-
Island’s housing, seeking a 27 perhad not been granted in the renpany have assured tenant represen-
centincrease in payments for Puberders being prepared for Islandatives that they intend to resist the
lic Safety services. For most Is-House and Westview (the State’higher fees, which, if enacted,
landers, the increase amounts teent determination conference fowould have the effect of cutting
more than $100 per apartment peeastwood is scheduled for May 1)down on the money available for

year. In his March 9 letter, LeConte other expenses at Island House and
But perhaps the invoice couldsaid: “We absolutely disagree withWestview.

better be described as an attemptdtie increases implemented by See RIOC, page 7

jolt.

Some of the managers who re-

-y . ceived the invoice, which tookGr nnl Aft r Ry N OV r
Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com .
St. Patrick's Day (plus 1) on Roosevelt Island found Sgt. David Nisthaus of the ~them by surprise, say they do not a S e a e
NYPD Emerald Society Pipes & Drums leading a procession up Main Street, intend to pay the increase unlesai

y .
followed by an assortment of residents that included Jim Whalen, founder of the  they receive an adegquate explan I d ' t I S h t

Roosevelt Island St. Patrick's Day Parade. Whalen explained that the Island tionyfrom the Roose\?elt ISlanCFIDOp- S an S a I a Or a e

event was scheduled for Sunday, March 18, instead of March 17, in order to . . d | . . S
avoid competition that might have drawn throngs away from Manhattan's parade. ~ €fating Corporation. And severa Assemblyme,mber.Pete Grannis is after RIOC again. Once again, it's
“It might have upset the Cardinal,” Whalen said. members of the RIOC Board, whoover the Island’s capital needs and how they will be met without funding
also said they were caught off-from the State budget.

guard by news of the increase, sug- Grannis says that important maintenance work is going undone, point-

Rent Determination P|ayS Out gested that they would bring up theéng out that RIOC is contractually obligated to care for the Island’s non-
subject at their next Board meet+esidential structures.

i ing on March 29 — the date, coinci- “RIOC appears to be doing little more than crossing its corporate fin-

For WeStVIeW and ISIand House dentally, of the first session of agers and hoping for a windfall from afar to meet its financial obliga-
News Analysis by Robert Laux-Bachand high-level RIOC-housing manage-tions,” Grannis writes in his March 15 letter. “What you and the agency
The State has made its decisiomillion apart in their deficit esti- ment committee that has been giveshould be doing is leaving no stone unturned, including seeking State
on rent increases for Island Housenates.) a broad mandate to consider all isassistance, to mitigate future costs and avoid future problems by no

and Westview, and tenants of the Westview’s strategy started tosues related to public safety. allowing the work needed today to go unattended.”

761 apartments will be given 30-unravel on February 8, when a Michael J. LeConte, Chief Finan- Grannis lists a series of projects he considers critical:

day notices of new rates that willDHCR official cut short the testi- cial Officer of Jerome Belson As- « $6.2 million required for seawall work, listed in a still-secret Army

most likely take effect on May 1. mony of Pail's team of experts atsociates, the parent company of th€orps of Engineers report. About the report, Grannis writes, “It is my
The decision — whatever it is —the apartment complex’s rent conRoosevelt Island Housing Manageunderstanding that you have resisted accepting the final report presente

may come as a letdown to membererence. When Pail protested, thenent Corporation (RIHM), to you by the Corps,” and asks why, adding “Has RIOC taken any action

of the Westview Task Force, whotask force was given more time tasounded the alarm in a March 9 let- See Grannis , page 6

never succeeded in getting the Dimake its case, and its members ager to the State Division of Hous-

vision of Housing and Community sumed they would get a chance titng and Community Renewal Bl’leﬂ

Renewal (DHCR) to engage thermeet with DHCR’s “technical (DHCR), saying he was “shocked” y

directly on the main issues theystaff.” by the increases for Westview, Is- A hijacking of a mail truck was foiled Wednesday by Island postal
tried to present during rent nego- As the weeks went by, letters andand House and Eastwood. workers and officers from Public Safety. The truck was empty, waiting
tiations. phone calls were exchanged with The increase for those thredor a load, when a man described as having “an Irish accent,” who hac

The Task Force was headed bKen Miller, the agency’s site rep-buildings, $186,461, arrived just adeen loitering in the area, took on four postal workers, grabbed the
an engineer, Opher Pail, and it apresentative for Roosevelt IslandRIHM was wrapping up negotia-vehicle’s keys, and sped off the Island. He was soon captured, after
proached the rent determinatiorand meetings were set up and thetions with DHCR for the rent in- smashing into a forklift, a tree, and a lamp post. He was taken to Elmhursi
process as it would a constructiompostponed by DHCR staff architectcrease it will be allowed to levy onHospital to be treated for injuries incurred in the crash. Postal inspectors
project: A professional inspectionArthur Kahane. What Westviewtenants for the next two yearsare investigating, but no list of charges was immediately available. As-
of the building was the basis; theeally wanted, more than anything_eConte responded with a lettesaulting a postal worker on duty is a Federal offense.
accountants’ financial data was thelse, was some documentation foasking that DHCR “increase all Roosevelt Island’®unning Partners Team is looking for a volunteer
framework; and an extensive arrayhe housing company’s request fobudgets accordingly.” That wouldrunning coach to work with existing staff. Frank Cherry, who can be
of evidence on the cost of roof reimore than $1.3 million for its re- add up to almost $875,000 for alreached a#186-2377 describes it as a service opportunity for a runner
pairs and other work, assembled See BRD, page 10 three apartment buildings in 2001available some or all of MWF 1:30-3:00. (Related stories, page 10.)
over several months, was supposed
to be the firewall against a rent in-

e atake, potentially, is miions DOIYNE Isley — Housing’s Woman Unguestionably in Charge

of dollars. The Roosevelt Island by Anusha Shrivastava

Housing Management Corporation  \jake no mistake about who is in command at this office: a mug on Doryne Isley’s
estimated that Westview would t?ereads, “She Who Must Be Obeyed.”
in the red some $1.4 million at this The General Manager of Roosevelt Island Housing Management, Isley, 54, is a wi
time nextyear unless its current reng charged with energy and a sense of mission that one can almost feel it like a p
of $300 per room was raised subgoce in her office. Dressed in a red tennis skirt, she comes to her office straight a
stantially. The Task Force, on thegame, ready to meet “whatever comes through the door.” Residents come with pro
other hand, said that WestviewWyhen they cannot understand regulations, seniors come with mail they find incomprg
would have a surplus of $934,100h|e and 'some parents come with unruly teenagers to seek advice. “Some days | fed
(Similar extremes were presentedocia| worker rather than a housing manager,” she says.
during the course of Island House's o Housing Manager is what Isley says she is best cut out to be. She bought he
BRD” — bureaucratese for Budgetpownstone in Harlem at the age of nineteen. After a decade-and-a-half of buying, s
Rent Determination —with the com-anq managing property in Harlem, she decided to take her interest in real estate in a
pany and the State more than $1.8n; direction. She went back to school and studied Facilities Management at lona C
in New Rochelle.
' . In the mid-'80’s, she bought two Century 21 franchises in Mount Vernon and New R
I n S I e . elle. When she decided she had had enough of the seven-day work week, Isley took
post of Commissioner of the Mount Vernon Housing Authority. “I began supervising

A four-page special sec- day-to-day operations of the public housing units of that city,” says Isley. As Comi
tion on Ed Logue’s sioner in Mount Vernon, Isley claims she has successfully privatized all public housir
Roosevelt Island, drawn the city of Mount Vernon.
from a recent panel discus- Her real-estate background and experience in Mount Vernon was crucial to her |
sion at the Municipal Art appointed by the representatives of the State Division of Housing and Community Rel
Society... as General Manager of Roosevelt Island Housing Management in 1995. “They were
A story on the Island’s iar with my accomplishments and ability to run a site,” says Isley.
Toastmasters Club... On the Island, Isley oversees 1,761 units of housing in Eastwood, Island Houst
A report on the exciting Westview. 0
end of the Youth Program’s With her staff of 115, Isley is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the buildi | ,-"'
basketball season... and their maintenance, and with ensuring that all rules and regulations of the State Op{\¥Ysiand's Halloween Parade in 2000, DO"r‘y"ne Isley was

And much more. See Isley, page 9  armed with her two-way radio and her usual smile.
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The Editorial Page

RIRA On Track

The RIRA Common Council was at its best last week.

Its members found the formula for the deliberations of an
elected representative body and executed it almost brilliantly.

The matter at issue was a resolution, brought by Planning
Committee Chair Larry Parnes, proposing to offer the Resi-
dents Association’s conditional support for the Octagon Apart-
ments plan put forward by Becker and Becker.

Parnes had circulated the resolution in advance, and there
had been some preliminary discussion, via e-mail, among some
Council members. As a result, most arrived at the meeting
well-prepared to discuss the issues. That meant the listening
was better than ever, because the points being made were in-
telligent and the statements were to the point.

It's a complex matter. Because the proposed apartment
wings are outside the scope of the Island’s General Develop-
ment Plan (GDP), there’s the delicate matter of whether to call
for, or demand — perhaps even to litigate to require — a change
in the GDP. The GDP is part of the Lease between City and
State, and exactly who in City government is currently em-
powered to assent to proposed changes could become an issue.

Since many Councilors think the Octagon project is a good
idea, even if only because it will rescue the derelict Octagon
landmark, it seems unlikely the Council will vote to oppose the
plan. But there are a few worrisome aspects —wings which, if
built too high, could overwhelm the remaining historic struc-
ture; an apartment mix skewed away from families; parking
arrangements inconsistent with the rest of the Island’s dwell-
ing units. Finally, there’s the issue of the GDP and how it
should be amended to provide for apartments at the Octagon
site.

Many members of the Common Council favor working with
Becker and Becker, perhaps around RIOC if that proves nec-
essary, to get what's best for the Island. Others are loathe to
endorse a plan that could set precedents on amending the GDP,
which is the Island’s only zoning, and which will surely be re-
lied upon to keep Southpoint parkland from becoming an overly-
commercialized mistake.

Parnes’ preparation, a strong hand at the gavel by RIRA
President Matthew Katz, and the knowledgeable participation
of elected, thoughtful members of the Council made the dis-
cussion a perfect example of the strength of democracy. And,
incidentally, quite a contrast to the unelected RIOC Board of
Directors, which has lately taken to conducting more and more
of its important discussions in a secret executive session.

It's just one more indication that the time has come for
true representative government on Roosevelt Island.

What Are They Thinking?
Or Are They?

What kind of management springs a 27% price hike for its
services without some advance notice to those who will have to
pay the bill? (See lead story, page 1.)

What kind of management ignores an ongoing DHCR rent
determination process into which owners might want to factor
such a 27% increase?

Answer: The kind of management we have at RIOC.
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[ etters

To the Editor: To the Editor: To the Editor:

After visiting our Island mer- Cabbies have never been too My apartment overlooks Main
chants and getting depressed ovdrappy about having to go toStreet and | spend a fair amount of
the conditions of their stores, IRoosevelt Island and drive back taime listening to music and look-
wrote a letter tofhe WIRE Lots Manhattan empty. Especially withing out at the street. | have a view
of friends and neighbors told meMain Street being a dead-end streeif the bus stop at the Chapel of the
how wonderful it was. | am still where you can’'t make U-turns.Good Shepherd. | see many resi-
waiting to see results at our shopsCan’t say | blame them. dents stop and stare to see if a mini-
The fish/vegetable market looks But now, how far does a taxibus is coming, trying to decide
much cleaner. To date there is ndriver have to drive — 20 mph, withwhether to walk to the subway or
change at the rest of our stores. a stop sign every 50 yards — befor&ram, or wait for the bus.

In order to prevent depression, lhe can turn around and head back Except for rush hours, the mini-
decided to leave the island bynorth to the bridge? bus always leaves Motorgate at five
Tram. Thatis very embarrassing. | carminutes past the quarter hour. To

What do | notice at the Tram? only empathize when | hear a drivercatch a bus, be at either of the two

The cabins are in need of a goodurse because I'm going to Mainbus stops at five minutes past the
cleaning. The windows at the endStreet, and no reasonable tip willquarter hour, and the wait will be
of the cabins, especially those unadequately compensate him for thenly a minute or two.
der the gratings, are dirty. No onewasted time and mileage. Jerry Lieber
has removed the gratings in a long Is anyone giving any thought to
time and washed the windows, infroviding a place where cars areTo the Editor:
side and out. allowed to turn back without hav- A super and very special “Con-

The cabin ceilings are filthy. ing to go all the way to the Tram?gratulations!” to Vicki Feinmel and
Some white paint would help. Claude Lestelle the committee who organized the
We can see every greasy hand- FunRaiser Dance earlier this
print that has worked in the cabin month. It was a fabulous party and
this year. make turnstiles that do not take th@nly great things were overheard

The blue walls need a scrubbingMetroCard. Hint hint — it is time about it. Thanks to all of you for
and/or paint job. for the MetroCard. keeping an “Eye On The Isle” and

The upholstery is torn on the The entire Manhattan stationdoing something that brings our
benches. | am sure we can afford aeeds a renovation. We do notommunity together. Looking for-
few yards of vinyl fabric. even have a sign indicating that thisvard to the next event.

The “pits” where the cabins pull is the Roosevelt Island Tramway Harry Small
in at the Manhattan station areStation any more. It left with the
filthy, need a sweeping and hosingstaircase.
down. Aside from the massive renova- It is time our Tram manager,

The elevator floor has not beertion needed at the Manhattan staSean Kirby, paid a little attention
washed in months. The entire eltion, the other suggestions will costo the condition of the Tram. Why
evator is dirty. virtually no money and can easilyaren’'t you overseeing this, Mr.

Only one turnstile works in Man- be done during the nightly downRyan?
hattan. Yes, | know they no longertime.

Judith Berdy

Photoeditorial

Quality Control by RIOC

ROOSEVELTT ISLAND

RICO BUS

Unretouched photo of sign at subway

Letters Policy: The WIRE welcomes let-
ters to the Editor, to the community, and
to/from officials, and will consider publica-
tion on a Name Withheld basis, but the
writer’s name, address, and phone num-
ber must be provided. Letters subject to
acceptance. Preferred means of sub-
mission: PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy
disk left at 531 Main Street for The WIRE,
or by e-mail to nyc10044@rcn.com (ASCII
text preferred or use any wordprocessing
software, but no MSWord files with mac-
ros). Alternatives: Typed, double-spaced
copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to
(212) 755-2540. Clearly handwritten let-
ters will be considered. All letters sub-
ject to editing for length and clarity.

About subscriptions: The WIRE does not solicit off-Island subscriptions but,
as a courtesy, provides first-class mailing on day of publication. The cost is $50/
year (for about 24 issues) to cover postage and materials. A check payable to
The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address, to The WIRE, 531 Main Street
#413, NYC10044.
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April 7 issue: April 1

Letters received after
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on a space-available basis
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A | T | ' “Spring is here, spring is here. Life is skittles andegarding legalities, approvals, size, aesthetics, ground
5 l l -. life is beer.” Yes, thgernal equinoxs history, as is rents, community give-backs, etc. only take place with

the interminable winter of 2001. There are buds &IOC. As this community’s voice, RIRA has an obli-

Compiled by WIRE staff — Fax information to 755-2540 the trees and we have every reason to believe tation to present its views inasmuch as it is possible
e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com leaves and blooms will follow. Can cut-offs and surie define them. Here’s how the debate breaks down.
o click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com tan lotion be far behind? Those who urge passage of the resolution argue as

There is much in this issue ©he WIREabout the follows:

Continuing through April 14, 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (except ThursMunicipal Art Society panel discussion of Roosevelt « Octagon has been derelict for scores of years, and
days and Sundaysgxhibition — Housing New York: Ed Logue and Island, which took place on March 7. There were twecent fires have made the landmark more unlikely to
His Architects presented by the Architectural League and the Munigurprises for me in that regard: First, | was invited threceive financial support from government or non-

pal Art Society, at MAS, 457 Madison Avenue (between 50th/51st). Reky before to be profits. Something is better than nothing.

dential projects of the Urban Development Corporation, includiaganelist repre- * RIRA has been identified with opposition to de-
Roosevelt Island. Information: senting  our velopment, and this is an opportunity to be positive
935-3960 There is no charge to list Island community, and The and supportive of an attractive plan.

Sat., Mar. 24 3:00 p.m.Memorial | eventshere. E-mail information [ | was happy to » BBA will restore the Octagon landmark for pub-
Service for C. Mark Bethel(resched- | {0 mainstreetwire@rcn.com, fax [ gplige. Second, lic use and will satisfy the GDP requirement for an
uled), Chapel of the Good Shepherd B%ZE%tzggg,ﬁgleave copy at and perhaps not RIRA ecological park on the site.

. - in Street, . P

Sun., Mar. 25 1:00 p.m.Walking | addressed to The WIRE. such a surprise, * The resolution’s demand for amendment of the
Tour of Roosevelt Island — Revisit- RIOC was in- Column GDP through appropriate City agencies will protect
ing the Master Plan conducted by Judith Berdy, President of theited to seat a the rest of Roosevelt Island from unwanted and inap-
Roosevelt Island Historical Society, for the Municipal Art Society. $1panelist repre- propriate development.

Reservations required; c8lB5-3960 (Meet at the Manhattan-side Tramsenting the State Those urging modification of RIRA approval ar-
way station at 12:45 p.m.) and declined. Itwas a highly interesting evening, witjue:

Sun., Mar. 25 rescheduledNo Place Like Home historical script the best and most pointed questions and commentsThe GDP calls for residential construction only in
by the late Rev. Oliver Chapin. See April 22 listing. coming from an audience composed largely dorthtown and Southtown, and requires affordable

Mon., Mar. 26, 7:45 p.m.Maple Tree Group meeting, Chapel of Roosevelt Islanders. If there was any consenshigusing to be part of the equation. It defines Octagon
the Good Shepherd; planning for elected representative governmenaamshg the panelists, it was that the sociological eRark as an Open Space Area of 15 acres south of Coler
professional management for Roosevelt Island. periment called Roosevelt Island was a huge succeddsspital and north of the Northtown Area. An Open

Tue., Mar. 27, 6:00 p.m.Roosevelt Island History on the Webat but that the financial commitment of New York Stat&pace Area is defined to “be developed to serve resi-
the Library (a program of the Roosevelt Island Historical Society). to complete this planned community has been an alents of the City as a whole, as well as residents of

Wed., Mar. 28, 9:30-12:30Career Day at PS/IS 217. Volunteersject failure. New York City Planning Commissionerthe Island,” and
sought to tell students about their work lives. @8D-0294 ext. 2422. Alexander Garvin, was a panelist, and expressddesn’t include

Thur., Mar. 29, 9:30 a.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting Chapel his ongoing interest in the Island. His belief thaesidential con-
of the Good Shepherdgscheduled from March 8 (Executive session Blackwell House is in pristine condition and thastruction of any
normally starts at 9:30, followed by public session, starting 10:30Main Street is essentially vehicle-free suggested tHand.

11:00.) his information is not up-to-date, and | have writ- « The GDP re-
Fri., Mar. 30, 7:00 p.m.Adult Friday Concert Series, PS 217 audi- ten him with the hope that he, and through him Neflects a cohesive
torium, program to be announced. York City, will continue to monitor this City-owned plan which
Sun., Apr. 1, 3:00 p.m.17th Annual CYO Fashion Show Chapel Island. should not be
of the Good Shepherd. Your RIRA Common Council met on March 14 angnodified piece-
Wed., Apr. 4, 8:00 p.m.RIRA Common Council meeting Chapel began a discussion on the efficacy and appropriateeal and whose
of the Good Shepherd. ness of the proposed Becker & Becker Associatesmendment for

Sat., April 7, next issue oThe Main Street WIRE Deadlines: Ad- development of Octagon Park. BBA has presentede project may
vertising in the paper, Fri., Mar. 30; decision on stuffersTfoe Bag, theirideas to the community through Town Meetingse cited as prece-
Mon., Apr. 2; materials due Thur., Apr. Buture issues: Apr. 21; May and through the RIRA Common Council, and, witdent for subse-
5,19; June 2, 30; Aug. 4, then every two weeks starting early in Septeome provisos, has been received favorably. Theent projects
ber. Phonéfax for news,826-905%7552540; phone/fax for advertis- RIOC Board has given initial approval to this projecguch as
ing inquiries,751-82147552540; to list your organization’s Island which includes a restoration of the Octagon landmar&puthpoint. It is
events here (no charge), fax information785-254Q or e-mail the construction of two wings of fair market housinghe only protec- _ Matthew Katz
MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com. an “ecological park” and the refurbishment of our pidion against ram- Residents Association President

Sun., Apr. 8 4:00 p.m.Dedication of Memorial Plaqueand Good nic area. pant, ill-considered overdevelopment.

Shepherd banner in honor of the IR&v. Oliver T. Chapin, Chapel of = The debate was brought by the Planning Commit- The defunct Board of Estimate amended the GDP
the Good Shepherd. tee, which proposed a resolution supporting the “colast in 1990. Unitil the turf war for control of City

Thur., Apr. 12, 6:00 p.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting Chapel cept” of the BBA project subject to appropriatéand use between the Mayor and the City Council is
of the Good Shepherd. amending of the General Development Plan (whiglesolved, we should not subject our future develop-

Wed., Apr. 18 8:00 p.m.,.Community Board 8 Roosevelt Island designates Octagon Park as “open space”), andmant to their tender mercies, especially those of this
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd. adjustment of the apartment breakdown to includéayor.

Apr. 20-22, Main Street Teen Theatre Museum a play by Tina more two- and three-bedroom, family-oriented apart-« We don’t need 360 units of fair market housing
Howe; performance times to be announced. ments with a percentage of affordable units that imiilt for another research institution built on our

Sun., Apr. 22 7:30 p.m.No Place Like Home historical script by consistent with the GDP. Also, the resolution callsarkland. We don’t want our picnic area enshadowed
the late Rev. Oliver Chapin, Chapel of the Good Shepherd. An oral foamdesidential wings lower than eight stories (perhajy either an eight or six story apartment house. If we
slide history of the Island, presented as a benefit for the Organ Funsbafas in the original proposal) so as not to aesthedre patient, there are opportunities for restoring the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Donation $5.00. cally overwhelm the unique Octagon structure. Thactagon which this RIOC hasn’t the foresight to seek

Apr. 27-30, Main Street Teen Theatre Pippin, a musical version resolution also requires the developer to abandon plang, but which a RIOC headed by a professional com-
with original music by Bob McDowell; performance times to be afer additional parking areas and to seek Commanunity manager supervised by a RIOC Board of Di-

nounced. Council review and comment before soliciting finatectors elected from the community would pursue.
Wed., May 2 8:00 p.m.RIRA Common Council meeting Chapel RIOC approval. Those against suggested revising th&Vhat do you think? Our discussion was tabled un-
of the Good Shepherd. resolution to oppose support of the project for the sartileApril so that more representative language could
Thur., May 10, 9:30 a.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel reasons cited. be crafted. Take this opportunity to talk to your build-
of the Good Shepherd. (Executive session normally starts at 9:30, fohs you know, Becker & Becker is not obliged tang representatives, to Larry Parnes, chair of the Plan-
lowed by open meeting, starting 10:30 or 11:00.) get our approval for their project, although they havéng Committee, and to your Island-wide representa-
May 18-20 Main Street Children’s Theatre, Hollywood Musicals stated their unwillingness to build anything of whiclives including me. There is much informed concern
a dance program; performance times to be announced the community disapproves. However, their undeon both sides of the issue. Your take on the question
Wed., June 6 8:00 p.m.RIRA Common Council meeting Chapel standing of the parameters under which they musin only illuminate and enhance what we vote on and
of the Good Shepherd. operate comes from RIOC, and all their negotiatiof®w we vote. Let us know your thoughts.

Thur., June 14, 6:00 p.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.
Thur., July 12, 9:30 a.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting Chapel

lowed by open meeting, starting 10:30 or 11:00.)

Senior Center

Monday i
12:45,Arts & Crafts (RIDA) SpeCIaI Events
Tuesday ] )
10:00, Jazzercise Mon., Mar. 26, 10:30-11:30,
1:00,Games(RISA) Wordprocessing(last class)
Wednesday Mon., Apr. 2, 12:30,Video and
9:15, Stay Well (stretch) Df'sﬁuss'or‘: Memories
10:00, English as 2nd Lang. of the 21st Century

7:00,Glee Club Choral Group Wedéﬁ%rr'aiﬁgdc%aiéms'

. . Thursday Thur., Apr. 5, 11:00,
10:00,Tai Chi .
10:30,Creative Arts (Stgﬁt%r;il\r/]g) bus to Stop&Shop
6:30,Dance Class Mon., Apr. 16, 12:30,Lecture:
Friday
i . ; Reduced-Fare MetroCard
9:00,Citizenship by Mail (postponed from
10:00, English as 2nd Lang. March 9)
Aali Fri., Apr. 20, 12:30,Volunteer
Hom;edzt\;ﬁ;i?emeals Recognition/Birthday Party
o e avallable: Wed., Apr. 25, 12:30,EPIC o it . o 8
a -5022 ext. Lecture (new guidelines) After last weekend's St. Patrick's Parade, all these young marchers gathered around Piper David Nisthaus.
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This summer,

the fun’s in the forest.

Come to camp, learn to ski!

To what???

You'll tove our Forest Full of Fun-filled activities!
Three heated pools with thiee thrilling
water slides, soccer, baschall, baskethall,
tennis, golf, street hockey, zipline, sailing,
archery, po-carts, horseback riding, music,
crafts, computer, nature and science,

drama and dance—and skiing all suwmmer!
«and the chance fo choose pour favorites!

SPORTS ACADEMY
PROGRAM
BASERALL + SOCCER = TENNIS

WiE'LL TAKE rou
0N A& GLNDED TOUR—
CALL FOWV AN APPOMNTMENT

516-626-109¢

Roosevelt Island

Fish Store
FARM FRESH PRODUCE

¥

FRESH FISH DELIVERED DAILY
FRESHNESS GUARANTEED

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
530 Main Street
935-1702

Expert Taior

on Premises

Roosevelt
Island

571 Main St
758-1778  Cleaners
New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better
FAST. Your Neighborhood Cleaners
EFFICIENT, -
RELIABLE, We mmr
COURTEOUS Free delveries on arders $15up

Tax Preparation Services On
Roosevelt Island

Taxes Prepared by CFP
(Certified Financial

Planner) 5% off - March

Office Hours Mon-Fri
10:30EM-6:30PM

Saturday 12:00-4:00

ACCOUNTABLE FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT
» Investments CORPORATION
« IRA’s 599 Main Street
- Life & Auto Tel: (212)644-8231
Insurance

Fax: (212)644-0292

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street * Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute -
Schedule your child’s camp
and school physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 21 years
501 Main Street ¢ (212) 752-8722
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What do Mae West, Billie Holiday, Emma Goldman, Nellie Bly,
Jerome Kern, Oscar Hammerstein, Boss Tweed, various madams,
swindlers and other notable and notorious people have to do with

ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Come and find out, and see the history of our Island come alive,
at the Church of the Good Shepherd, main chapel,
Sunday, April 22, at 7:30 PM sharp. One night only.

Note: The slide show, which was originally scheduled for this Sunday, March 25, has been rescheduled to April 22
because of the conflict with Sunday evening’s Academy Awards telecast.

For decades, Vicar Oliver T. Chapin, who served the Island for 35 years as a Coler Hospital
Chaplain and priest of the Church of the Good Shepherd, collected stories, facts and
historical, never-before-seen pictures of our Island. From Vicar Chapin’s trove of material
we have put together a fascinating and fun slide show.

The show will begin at 7:30 PM sharp.
Don’t miss a single bit - come early!

NOTE THE NEW DATE - SUNDAY, APRIL 22, 7:30 PM SHARP!

>

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

TWIN CAR SIRVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere — Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION

Hourly rate available
Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

New Hours for the
Thrift Shop

Mon.-Sat. 12-7:30

Still not finished
Spring Cleaning?

Think
Thrift

Shop o
NOT

486-8958
520 Main Street
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Grannis fompage1  nowsuticentmoneycante s 300K ClUD Celebrating Its 20th Year

regarding the eventual fundingthrough private and non-govern- by Mickey Karpeles Bauer The club originally used paperbacks because they
needed for this project? mental sources. The problemwith The Roosevelt Isiand Book Club is celebrating itwere cheaper than hard cover, but now that the Island
* Blackwell House. "You were this approach is that if you arexoih annijversary this month. While some resideritiorary is part of the New York Public Library sys-
hoping to receive funding... fromwrong, these facilities will continue 4ot know there is such a group, its members eagetéyn, reserving and borrowing books has become much
the New York State Office of to deteriorate.” . look forward to each monthly meeting. easier and less expensive. Members are grateful for
Parks, Recreation and Historic Subsidies for neither the Island’s " riginal members Meredith Gandy, Caroléhe inter-branch system for reserving books.
Preservation. Whatis the status o¢apital needs nor its operating exk|einknecht, Ann O'Grady and Barbie Swanson held Most book clubs have leaders who guide the mem-
this request? If this agency doepenses have not been in the Stajge first meeting in March, 1981, at Ann O'Grady'ers through the book and ask appropriate questions.
not fund the project, what are yourbudget for several years, and whil o me_ The book on that occasion vizemiel Martin© The Island club chose not to do that. Its discussions
alternative funding plans? the Governor has not spoken pUbby John Fowles. are free-flowing and everyone participates. Sometimes
» Chapel of the Good Shepherdlicly on the issue, he is known 10 “re injtial discussion set up a few rules. The fréhere are heated differences of opinion, or members
Pointing to 1995 estimates of $1.5eel the Island is, or should be, selfyency (once a month), the day (Thursday), the tirteaigh about humorous descriptions, or are horrified
million in an engineering report, sufficient. (9:30 to 12 noon). The reason for the time was thait violent happenings, or sniff at sad endings. They
Grannis writes, “RIOC has not, to By deadline, Ryan had not re<he women all had young school-age children. Thexver hesitate to tell the person who recommended
my knowledge, ever sought to raiseeived the letter from Grannis. Ayere free for these few hours to do things that wetfee book what they think about it, good or bad.
a penny for this critical project ei- copy was supplied byhe WIRE - jnortant to them — to read and to socialize. As timeln recent years the new members have included older
ther through the State or outsideout Ryan said he didn't feel he\yent py, new members joined, others moved off teomen whose children were grown and out of the

sources.” . could comment before receiving|sjand, the children went to school full day and sonf®use. The difference in the age spread made for a
Grannis goes on, “...it would ap-the letter from Grannis.

pear that you and the [RIOC] board The full text of the Grannis let-
are under the impression that someer is reprinted below.

March 15, 2001
Mr. Robert H. Ryan
President and Chief Operating Officer
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
591 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
Re: RIOC’s Capital Budget
Dear Mr. Ryan:

| am writing to inquire about RIOC’s progress in securing funding f
capital projects on Roosevelt Island, including repairs to the sea
Blackwell House and the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

This issue is of paramount concern to me and the Island’s resid
since, as you well know, you did not request nor did Governor Pa
provide, any financial support for RIOC'’s activities in his proposed st
budget for FY 2001-02. Compounding my concern are your commg
regarding the current Southtown development in Dennis Hevesi’s ¢
umn inThe New York Timesn Sunday January 14, 20(4n Island
With a History of Change Awaits Its Latest Transformation)The
feeling of this administration of RIOC is that the developer knows b
and government should take a back seat.”

While this statement was offered in relation to the Southtown projq
it appears to me that it's a harbinger of the general belief by manage
and at least some of RIOC’s board members that the private secto
free market forces have all the answers and that government assis
is not needed for meeting any of the Island’s capital needs. The stat -
funding for the three capital projects listed above points up my cong e
with this approach. G % i

According to the draft report released by the Army Corps of Enging =i o
in February 2000, the approximate cost for the work needed on the 6@@ent members At their session Thursday morning were (seate
wall is $6.2 million. It is my understanding that you have resisted &gsanna Lenzi, Meredith Gandy, and (on the floor), Linda Grady-Troia, Mickey Karpeles Bauer, Joan Pape. Over the
cepting the final report presented to you by the Corps. What are y\/ﬁ , meeting monthly, the group has read and discussed some 220 books. (The list accompanies this report on Website

- S ) L 10044 www.nyc10044.com.)
reasons for this? Are you questioning the Corps’ cost projections,

scope of the identified work or the phasing of its implementation? If gR¥mbers went into the work world. Over the yearbroader discussion, and everyone learns from one
of these, please provide me with details. Recognizing that work of sgRege have been 29 members. another’s age perspective.
magnitude is needed to ensure that the seawall will continue to protefke host for the month makes breakfast for the groupluly and August are treated differently from the
the integrity of the Island’s landmass, has RIOC taken any action regpidause it is held so early in the day. There are no rulest of the year. They represent a more relaxing time.
ing the eventual funding needed for this project? about the menu — some serve juice, bagels and che€see month is for vacation and the alternate month
With regard to the repairs needed in Blackwell House, you told meyg coffee or tea; some serve quiches; others cook féordsomething light or amusing to read; for refresh-
our meeting last October that you were hoping to receive funding for fiisntioned in the book being discussed. Regional footents, there might be a pot-luck breakfast on the
project via a grant from the New York State Office of Parks, Recreatiqy been a popular choice, whether the locale of the b&kercross lawn.
and Historic Preservation. What is the status of this request? If {§ige South, the West, or around the world. This month’s book i# Clearing in the Distancey
agency does not fund the project, what are your alternative funding plansRere has never been an effort to out-do one aiitold Rybczynski, an informative biography of
RIOC’s approach to the third project, the Chapel of the Good Shgfrer in preparing breakfast. However, Susanna Leffzederick Law Olmsted, the landscape architect who
herd, is one that | find particularly distressing. Armed with an engineggs always cooked, served and decorated fascinatimgd from 1822 to 1903 and designed Central Park
ing report from 1995 that estimated the cost of the work to be at lgggles when it was her turn to host the meeting. Whgi858-1876). He also designed several college cam-
$1.5 million, RIOC has not, to my knowledge, ever sought to raisgna hook wad he Enduranceby Caroline Alexander, puses and the U.S. Capitol grounds (1875).
penny for this critical project either through the State or outside sourggfput Sir Ernest Shackleton’s expedition to Antarc-Present members of the Book Club are Libby Duffy,
The only funding for addressing the Chapel’s deteriorating conditiafg, she represented the ice pack with clear glasswarerraine Lasker, Meredith Gandy, Susanna Lenzi,
has come from the special appropriations now totaling $250,000 thgkhr plates, white plastic cutlery, white linen tableinda Grady-Troia, Joan Pape, Mickey Karpeles
have secured in the past few State budgets for the New York Landmgiit and napkins, and several groups of tiny penguiBauer, Naomi Pomerantz, and Carole Kleinknecht, its
Conservancy to undertake this repair and restoration work. Obviougljttered across the center of the table. industrious recorder and historian.
more than this is needed. Where do you propose to find it? The books that are selected for discussion are wideMembership in the club is not open (there’s an open
Based on your comments in the Hevesi article and elsewhere and ygniiing — novels, the classics, plays, poetry, biogtasok discussion group at the Library), but a list of

actions to date regarding at least these three high profile projects, it wgH|ds and short stories. The authors are from aroutiites and authors discussed over the group’s 20 years
appear that you and the board are under the impression that someheWworld. is available by calling93-7259

sufficient money can be found through private and non-governmental
sources. The problem with this approach is that if you are wrong, these
facilities will continue to deteriorate.

Based on the City’s lease with the State and the Island’s General
velopment Plan, it is clearly the responsibility of New York State
maintain the Island’s non-residential structures and general infrast
ture. Not only does this not appear to be happening, but RIOC app
to be doing little more than crossing its corporate fingers and hoping_

Progress on Central
Nurses Residence

A demolition worker
lowered a tool to a co-
worker Tuesday during the
brick-by-brick demolition of
the building, preparing the
way for Southtown. Built in
1936, the CNR had about
600 single rooms housing
nursing school students
from the Central School of
Nursing, which operated out
of Goldwater Hospital, and
Metropolitan Hospital
School of Nursing. Nursing
staff also used the building.
The building was closed in
1975, and has been
abandoned and unused
since that date. When
Southtown is complete,
Main Street will be
extended through the
present site of the building
to the Tramway station.

agency should be doing is leaving no stone unturned, including seel
State assistance, to mitigate future costs and avoid future problem
not allowing the work needed today to go unattended.
I look forward to your prompt response to the questions posed he
and would appreciate your providing me with a list of all the capi
needs you have identified on the Island. Please call me or Tony Mor
if you have any questions regarding issues raised in this letter.
Alexander B. Grannis
Member of Assembly
copies:
RIOC Board of Directors
Joseph B. Lynch, NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewd
Hon. Carolyn Maloney
Hon. Olga Mendez
Hon. Gifford Miller
Matthew Katz, RIRA
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17th
annual

Longing for Spring...

Yes, it's been a hard winter all the way
around. And the early Spring rains, as

needed as they may be, don’t provide

_ i ' the relief we need from weather to

Join us , avoid. Whatever’s happening outside,

for a - \ though, you can always find a cup of

J , hot coffee and a warm greeting when

] gOOd ' . you join us at Trellis.

time at... '

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

See you at Trellis

Sunday, April 1 752-1517

Chapel of the Good Shepherd next to the historie Chapel of the Good Shepherd

RlOC reimbursements” for the Island’s police services. Thus, Director, and representatives of the Island’s housing man-

from page 1 the 2000 budget, the housing company reimbursement (fragement companies — some of the same people who have
Mitchell Hammer, manager of the Rivercross co-op, sdrivercross and the three Belson buildings) is roughly h&l&ad to deal with the latest cost increase.

that he, too, was billed for a 27 percent increase. of Public Safety’s expenses. And Manhattan Park chippedoard member Leo Kayser, Gov. George Pataki’s chief
“We received an invoice, period,” he said. “We never gat $165,298, bringing total Public Safety revenue to morepresentative on the RIOC board, said that the committee

a cover letter, an explanation, a reason or a rationale.” than $1 million. “should examine the role of the Public Safety Department

pay a bill demanding “thousands of dollars more than usual'But Manhattan Park’s contribution is not limited to thisow and in the future, should the Island be integrated back
without raising questions would not be good business, &mount. The massive infusion of ground rent from the 1,10/to the City of New York,” while ensuring that “there is no
said, noting that he had received “no written explanation wnit complex, which is increasing $100,000 per year througiduction in the services provided to the community,” ac-
backup.” 2007, serves to cover the deficit for Public Safety, the Tramnrding to the January 25 RIOC board minutes.

Hammer said RIOC did give him an informal answer way, and many other Island expenses. Another RIOC board member, David Kraut, who will be
“that costs had gone up and that they contractually are abli’s impossible, without any guidance from RIOC persorealled upon to take part in the new committee as an Island
to do this.” But nearly three weeks after getting the invoiceel, to determine whether the Public Safety bill representeegident, was asked to comment on the question of whether
he is still waiting for documentation. cost-driven expense (for a new municipal union contracgsidents should view the Public Safety increases as a mat-

The Rivercross manager declined to break out the co-ofis example), or is a reallocation of contributions, or is, ier of RIOC’s due diligence, or whether it could be taken as
dollar figures, citing the need to consult with his co-op boar@ct, an anomaly — a one-time monthly bump. a sign of financial deterioration. Here is Kraut's response:
but it is obvious from the RIOC financial statement that On one level, at least — simple arithmetic — it appears thatAs | have stated repeatedly, in public and ire WIRE
Rivercross pays the same amount for Public Safety as dthesbill is merely an attempt to balance the books, since thiss RIOC administration and its predecessor are under firm
Island House, its fraternal twin in terms of the Island’s comcrease closely matches the department’s increased defiwdtructions from Governor Pataki to ‘operate, develop and
struction history. Because of the differing number of apadempared with its revenue for 2000. On the other hand, ifienage’ Roosevelt Island without any financial assistance
ments, however, the proportional cost of Public Safety selees indicate higher Public Safety costs, it appears thatfiteen the State of New York. The Cuomo administration
vices is different: approximately $544 per year for Rivercrodgpartment’s spending for 2001 will be $2,159,916, an inelped us out to the tune of $6 million per year in capital
residents under the new scheme; $513 per apartment foctease of more than $400,000. And, as several officialgpenditures, and more than $1 million per year in operat-

land House. pointed out, that amount does not include major State-diog expenditures. That money is simply no longer available
Officials at RIOC — some describing the pace of businesated budget items such as patrol vehicles and the codibafs. These are the conditions under which the current RIOC
at their office in recent days and nights as “hectic” and eveffice rent. board and administration are operating.

“chaotic” — did not respond directly to questions regardingBut nobody is talking about the actual budget for 2001,“All recent actions and decisions, from the Octagon project
Public Safety finances. And Public Safety Director Jamasad as RIOC's silence deepens, critics of the Public Safeiythe Motorgate rate increase, can be interpreted in light of
Fry, who is more typically responsive to press inquiries th&epartment can be counted on to question the cost-bentiis situation, so one might possibly assume that the Public
his colleagues on the west side of Main Street, also defleatgdierstanding that underlies the concept of an independ8atety increases are also of this kind, although no one has
questions on this issue, saying merely, “I make my nedgsosevelt Island security force, which is already under fiegplained this to me specifically. So | am personally troubled
known to RIOC, and RIOC does what it does.” at Eastwood for its deployment practices regarding insithat the State has put us in this position, but | am confident

But RIOC'’s audited financial statement for 2000 doess. outside policing. that the RIOC administration is doing the best it can under
provide at least a warning of a financial squeeze, and mighRon Schuppert, a Rivercross board member and forntige circumstances.”
have served as a tip-off of impending cost increases if flagr enforcement officer who has long followed Public Safety
accountants on the other side of the fence had taken itsaties, said that Public Safety has many good people o
face value. are capable of doing a very good job under proper supejvi- .

The statement for the year ended March 31, 2000, shasien. But he contends that RIOC may have made a mist keP atro n I Z e
that the Public Safety Department, which has about 40 eémits latest billing maneuver by pressing the issue of the
ployees, spent $1,746,611, an increase of $300,000 freemy existence of Public Safety.
1999. Payroll accounted for more than 94 percent of PSD’$The alternative is getting rid of Public Safety and requet- WIRE
total expenditures in 2000, making the average compenser the NYPD down here to patrol the streets and, if the
tion more than $41,000. Meanwhile, the contributions biiildings want added security, they can hire security firmps .
Belson and Rivercross were not changed in the two-ydi&e every other building in the city,” he said. ad Ve rtl Se rS
period, but the RIOC operating revenue specifically allo- Basic questions of this type motivated the RIOC directgrs LR
cated to Public Safety from Manhattan Park’s $2.9 milliaio create a Public Safety Advisory Committee on Janudry
year 2000 ground-rent payment to RIOC actually declin@®, “to consider all issues related to public safety.” THe

by about $8,000. committee will be chaired by RIOC board member Dr. Jogn i
According to the auditors, McGladrey & Pullen LLP, “reDawson, who is the Project Director of the NYU Center f@r And tell the_m you saw it here.
imbursements from four housing companies and Manhattdrban Education’s Equity Assistance Center. Every mention helps. Thanks.

Park for not less than 50 percent of the cost of maintaining &esident members of the RIOC board will serve on the
public safety department are included in housing compacgmmittee, along with the RIOC President and Public Safgty
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A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEATURES:

LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
” NO Monthly Service Charges
j ‘{Ep\ NO Maintenance Fees

)

' BENEFITS:

/ Dividends paid on balances of $25 or more

Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.
Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 » Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Classified

50 cents/word
751-8214

Deadline for April 7 issue: March 30

=

=
L=
=

BRASIL BRAZIL APARTMENT CLEANING - Letour
dynamic teams of professional ladies thoroughly and
cheerfully clean and disinfect your apartment. We
include supplies and equipment in our reasonable
charge. Gift Certificates available. Call or e-mail for
free estimate: (347) 661-7438 (cellular),
mario2001@earthlink.net. Check our website: http://
home.earthlink.net/~mario2001

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED -
REFLEXOLOGIST - Island resident Diana Brill. Gift —

certificates available. (212) 759-9042 Tralns WIII detour
CAT-SITTER - | need an occasional cat-sitter (Island '

resident) who can give insulin injections to a diabetic th o h 63 d st T el
cat. (212) 752-1297. r u r u unn u

NEED A FULL-TIME BABY-SITTER/NANNY? We are
no longer in need of a nanny and hope that you can =

benefit from our loss. Julie is loving, reliable, intelligent, MarCh 26 to Apl'll 9
and experienced. We could not have designed a better

person to care for our child! Call Gina and Jack Lipton 10 PM to 5AM every night

—(212) 754-2331 for additional information or call Julie
directly (718) 455-3030.

MASSAGE - THE PERFECT GIFT — Relaxation and e F trains will detour between Roosevelt Ave. and 47th-50th Sts. stopping at the 21st St.-
zaelgiciﬂ;ﬁaf'sssaggdIlflr\](’spl_riec:;gerr]gggyl\’/lggsu;g;gs'rs#éfa Srs‘? Queensbridge, Roosevelt Island, Lexington Ave.-63rd St., and 57th St.-6th Ave. stations.
certified in pregnancy massage. Island resident. e For Manhattan-bound service to the Queens Plaza, 23rd St.-Ely Ave., Lexington Ave.-
Egﬁﬁggal_bl\lﬁ.lfat(ezsiz(; |2f§_r§g§%tes available. Zen Marie 53rd St., and Fifth Ave. stations, take the E train.

EXPERIENCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR * For downtown F service from these stations, take the E to 7th Ave. and transfer toa
available for private lessons. Call 917-293-2436. downtown D. Then take the D to 47th-50th Sts. station, where downtown F service is
ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, available. '

\l}lvtijlrlzlngFrl-elce)mHeonl\f 2 tggi'sﬁlié?ifnplasqg\l/l% I?/lndeélt\rl]lgrg * For Queens-bound service to the Fifth Ave., Lexington Ave.-53rd St., 23rd St.-Ely Ave.,
Esq., 375 Park Avenue, New York, NY (212) 754-9117. and Queens Plaza stations, take the F to West 4th St. and transfer to the Queens-

bound E. Or, take the F to 47th-50th Sts. and transfer to an uptown D to 7th Ave.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - where you can transfer to the E.

Ongoing registration for dance and theater classes.

§Zie?)?§§ Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly * For Queens-bound service from these stations, take the E instead.
EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt e E trains will make express stops between Queens Plaza and Roosevelt Ave.

service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper 1-917-483-1020 This work is part of MTA New York City Transits ongoing effort to upgrade and maintain the

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE - subway systemn. We regret any inconvenience You mdy experience.
Dolores Green 223-4077.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER - Excellent references. - . .
Free estimate — 751-8214. w New York City Transit Going your way

www.mta.nyc.ny.us

REACH Roosevelt Island with your ~ WIRE classified
in this space. Call Ellen Levy at 751-8214. Just 50
cents a word opens up the possibilities. ©2001 Metropolitan Transportation Authority .
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Toastmasters Helps Its Members Master Public Speaking

by Francine Lange — to enhance his description of the overseas orphanageshia regular basis. “They’re very good,” she said, “but then
When Arlene Stock was scheduled to make a preserseganization, Orphans International, is planning to build.they leave you.”
tion to clients at the company she owns several years agdn the impromptu speeches, a “Table Topics host” callsGatto, who is from Sicily, said that the Island club had
she panicked. She had presented many times in the pastpbutindomly-selected members to respond to questions alemdther feature — its international representation, with as
they were sit-down meetings, where she was at the saangertain subject within a short timeframe. “Toastmastarmany as 12 countries represented among the club’s 22 ac-
level as her audience. The thought of standing in front ofesmches you to think on your feet,” said member Malcoltive members. Countries include Algeria, Angola, Canada,
group, which the upcoming meeting required, terrified he€ohen. East Africa, Holland, Mexico and Switzerland. Gatto says
“l was just beside myself with nerves,” she said. Soon after she joined, Stock gave her first speech, an itteat, besides nurturing his passion for public speaking, he
Stock’s fear didn't fit her . breaker. “It was as hard asjoined the club for additional reasons: to meet people on the
background. After all, she anything I've ever done in Island and to improve his language skills. “At the time, my
had played before audience; my life.” But she got through English was not as good as it is now,” he says.
since five years of age, as it, and the next speech, and In addition to the speaking, the timing of the speeches as
musician during recitals. No| the one after that. The fol-well as evaluating speakers are important components in the
problem. The fear came, s lowing year she entered anclub. Stock says that some situations require time limits, and
recalls, when she faced he area-wide Toastmaster com-the timed speeches help members stay within those limits. “It's
audience with herself and hel petition and won the top very unprofessional not to honor other peoples’ time,” she said.
voice, nothing else. “l wasn't prize for an impromptu After speeches, designated evaluators comment on presenters
speaking through an instru-§ speech. “That gave me con-skills, and offer suggestions for improvement. Evaluators (who
ment — it was me.” fidence,” she said. Her trans-are also timed) must listen carefully to what people are saying
Realizing that part of her formation to poised presenterso they can provide fair and helpful feedback.
business’s success rested ¢ has helped her welcome Chernik has witnessed members’ development over the
how well she represented i rather than dread speakingyears. “You grow from it,” she says.
and wanting to overcome hel challenges. “I don't have a The Island club meets every second and fourth Mondays.
fear, she turned to a friend. problem anymore,” she saysMembership dues are $100 a year. “For what the club de-
Al Weinstein, for advice. A | “If I do, | know how to deal livers, it's a very good value,” says Gatto. Anyone who is at
verbatim reporter at the| with it.” least 18 years old and interested in joining or in finding out
United Nations and active in Members agree that themore about the club may call him%83-0842or send him
organizations on the Islan supportive, nonjudgmental an e-mail atgatto@nyc.rr.com. Toastmasters International
Weinstein spoke easily an atmosphere at the meetings
eloguently. “He was a gre goes a long way toward en-
public speaker,” said Stock.. couraging peoples’ efforts.
Weinstein directed her to| Bernie Silverman, who has
the Roosevelt Island chaptel been with the Island chapter
of Toastmasters Interna- from its 1978 beginning, said
tional, a club that helps mem- the club has delivered other
bers improve their speaking benefits. People have met
and listening skills. Estab- and become friends, some
lished in 1924, Toastmasters Francine Lange  even falling in love and mar-
has chapters all over thePelia Leon de Cameo steps away from the I,ectern_to draw closer rying. He said he believes
world, with more than 80 |.O- g)or)ltler audience as she speaks about Mexico’s president, Vincente that better communications
cated across New York’s five can make better people. No
boroughs. Members gain and strengthen skills by givigly can people learn to speak, they can learn to be be
timed speeches, both prepared and impromptu, and evalpatents, spouses and friends. “What's so great about
ing other speakers’ efforts. you're surrounded by your peers, by people who basica
Topics can be plucked from current events or persotae you,” he said.
passions. Inthe prepared talks, speakers focus on and buildica Gatto, the club’s current president, feels that because Francine Lange
upon designated public-speaking skills that include toneraembers are also part of the community — neighbors — fgb members listen to another member speak. From left are
voice and persuasion, and use of icebreakers, props andhb has a more congenial flavor than corporation-sponso r%?f;%ﬂ%ii“é'gﬁ'gmg atnotebook), Jim Tendean-Luce, Doris
sual aids. During a recent meeting, for example, Delia Ledbs. Doris Chernik, another long-time member, agrees. '
de Cameo, who is from Mexico, spoke persuasively abddlie adds that the three-day seminars on public speaking &thsd has a websiteww.toastmasters.org. The Island chapter’s
that country’s president, Vincente Fox. Jim Tendean-Luseme companies offer for their employees can’'t compasiée will be up and running soon,vatw.geocities.com/toast-
used props — a photo album and a notebook of informatisith a club that allows members to practice their speakingsters10044/index.htm.

, .
Island’s Tennis Season ISley from page 1

I I York and Department of Housing and Urban DevelopmeniThe desire to get to know the residents of the buildings
IS Due to Start In Apnl are complied with in terms of new applications and curresite manages has led Doryne to hold floor meetings in Is-

The 2001 tennis season is scheduled to get under way Agadlidents. “Doryne is totally devoted to bringing the bektnd House and Westview recently. Eastwood meetings are
1 on the six outdoor hard courts adjacent to Octagon Parssible services to her residents,” says Marilyn Engstlecheduled for April. “Normally | don’t get to meet the popu-
At deadline, however, RIOC had not announced a fee strtiee Director of Community Affairs, who works closely withation | serve unless they have a problem. | see them at their
ture for court use. The courts are open to permit holdéstey. “She addresses every issue and complaint broughtarst, when we have thoroughly dissatisfied them in some
year-round. her attention.” way, shape, form or fashion.”

In addition, the Roosevelt Island Tennis Association Another associate, Facilities Manager Thelma Mcln- Her petite frame all set to take on new challenges, Doryne
(RITA) offers programs ranging from purely social to fairlyosh, says she and Isley are like Thelma and Louiseasserts that she is a motivator who prefers to have things
competitive, and welcomes tennis players of all abilities.that they approach problems from different angles. “Wheione her way. “l am not bull-headed about it and | would

To use the courts, players must get an annual permi¢ approach quality-of-life issues, we tackle them vebe the first to say that it doesn’t work, so | think | am fair.
from the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOQ)jfferently, but Doryne keeps the lines of communicatioWhen it comes to my staff, | have been in this business for a
using an application packet that was scheduled to be avajpen. If | take something up on its technical aspect, sloglonger than many are old.”
able in April during business hours at the RIOC officggolishes the public relations
591 Main Street, or 24 hours a day at Public Safety, 588pect. Doryne has the abil
Main Street. If past custom is followed, applications cdty to take a grain of salt and
be mailed, allowing about a week for processing, or penake it into a mountain.
mits can be obtained on a while-you-wait basis at ti&he is innovative, ex-
RIOC office 5:00-8:00 any Wednesday evening in Apritremely organized and very
(Applicants are advised to check with RIOC8ap-4540Q detailed,” Mcintosh says.
to make sure materials are available.) A recent photo iSoon after she started
required. working on the lIsland,

RITA, a not-for-profit community tennis association, orboryne initiated Roosevelt
ganizes a number of tennis events throughout the seadstand Day, modeled on a
At $20, membership provides access to a series of clinissnilar program in Mount
group lessons, tournaments, Saturday round-robin doublernon. Isley thought it
play, holiday picnics, and other events. Members can algould be a good idea if ev-
play on the famous “ladder,” now in its 21st year. Underyone banded together tc
the ladder system, players challenge others just abovespruce up the Island anc
just below them on the ladder ranking, and move up or dowas surprised at the enthu:
according to reported wins and losses. Past seasons Isiagm shown by residents
culminated in a ladder championship series. She then brought in the

Applications for RITA membership will be provided inJazzmobile, which visits ev-
the application packet for RIOC’s tennis permit, but RIT&ry year in July. “We
membership is not required to obtain a RIOC permit to usanted to have one even
the courts. For questions about RITA membership or teneigery month in the summe
on Roosevelt Island, call Michael Kolba%80-3811 or e- to entertain the Islanders,”
mail eitherJan.buenner@db.com or mkolba@aol.com. says lIsley.

Fees for court use last year were $90 for a resident indiAmong other projects ini-
vidual, $55 for seniors 62 and over, $40 for juniors 16 tiated by her are the Youth
younger, $160 for a family of two adults, $200 for a famillemorial Fountain, featur-
of three or more adults and/or children in the same hous®g a little garden and a
hold, and $5 for Island guests. small fountain with plagues

Fees for off-Islanders ranged from $10 for a guest to $306aring names of Island 4
for afam”y m%?mber_sh'p covering thr(?e or more adults andjuth W_ho_passed away beAt the Seniors Fashion Show in November, Isley received a thank-you gift from grateful seniors,
or children, with individual permits priced at $150. fore their time. presented by the event's co-host, Deputy Director of Public Safety Rene Bryant.
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Become a Foster Parent

Open Your Arms to Help A Child

Sheltering Arms Children Service

122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.6849.1702

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your leg’worlz

B ua]get Oriented

Time-saving

ﬁurn/fure
(inéo/s'tem/, S\Apcovem
\)%//paper (S—v Qérf/c
Ca‘rpef é—d A‘rea /?ugs‘
A// Wno/ow 7;eafmeni's'
7C/oor é—( 7e_7ﬁmce Jiles
L/'gAf/'ng

arpentry

/(/tc/ven /%novat/'on E 11 L
/Dﬂ/ﬂf Cc;-‘ QUX 7C/'rl/s/7e; en e V 5’
A// Acce;;or/es' Interior Decorator
Oosef Des‘/'gn 531 Main Street
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Four in Running Partners
Program Complete 5K Race

Early Sunday morning, March 4, as the city prepared for the blizzard-that-failed-to-show
Riad Vetter, Philip Santos, Emilio Estevez, and Nicole Neal were seen huddled on a bree
street corner at 168th St on the West Side pinning on race numbers, tying computer timit
chips to their shoelaces, and stretching their limbs in preparation for the start of Coogan
Salsa Blues & Shamrocks 5 km race, sponsored by the New York Road Runners Club.

These middle-schoolers are members of the 20-strong Running Partners Team on Roose
Island, and they were about to participate in their first-ever road race, up Ft. Washingtc
Avenue to the Cloisters and back.

The results couldn’t have been better: Riad finished in 28:07 with Philip just two second
behind, earning them third and fourth places among the 33 students from other Runnir
Partners Teams around the City. (See www.nyrrc.org for complete results.)

All Team participants received free registration, T-shirts, and food and drink, just as i
they were regular members of the New York Road Runners Club. Even better, our runne
were paired up with Race Buddies, adult volunteers who ran with and coached them throug
out the race.

The race schedule for the remainder of the Spring includes three Road Races in Cent
Park and 6 Track Meets at venues around the City. First up is the Running Partners Frient
Invitational, a track meet to be held in Central Park on Friday, April 6 at 4:30 p.m.

Parents of middle-schoolers may contact Ms. Kaye Kerr at the school for more informa
tion on how their children can become a part of this program.

B R D a reserve account are budgeted according to
from page 1 aten-year physical condition survey. But the
placement reserve account over two yearsaecountants and engineers who worked for
an amount equal to about 10 percent of tH&estview looked at that survey, done in
complex’s current total rent. 1994, and found it irrelevant. They wanted
“I think we could have gotten some pointsomething that apparently does not exist: de-
across better face to face, but the facts ataled, up-to-date State or housing company
pretty much what they are — this is a grogaformation on repairs and improvements.
overfunding of the reserve fund,” said Leon As Lowder commented: “Basically, if
Lowder, a Westview resident and accounyou’re asking for that much you have to jus-
tant who worked on the Task Force. tify it. But then you see this hilarious docu-
But earlier this month, Miller lowered the mentation. | think your waiter could give you
boom, telling the task force it had to abide better projection of expenses.” He was
by a March 12 deadline to submit its finahlluding to the company’s estimate for a
comments. “This does not change our posinajor facade repair project, costing perhaps
tion or cooperation for any meeting sched$300,000, that he said was “scribbled down
uled with DHCR'’s technical staff,” Miller on one piece of paper.”
told Pail in a letter. In retrospect, the Westview group, which
The Westview team, which thought it hadried to tackle all the facts and figures head-
until the end of the month, accused Elliobn, may have collided with a process that
Ashrey, the DHCR Assistant Director, ofoperates according to a less-literal set of
breaking the promise he made at the rentles. Jeff Resnick, the accountant for both
hearing. But the Task Force quickly put tothe Island House and Westview task forces,
gether its final documents and delivered thermiluded to the “rituals” of the Budget Rent
to the DHCR ofice in downtown Manhattan, Determination in a meeting with the Island
protesting, however, that “We were not givetdouse Task Force before the February con-
the opportunity to address the core issues.” ferences, suggesting that the outcome would
One week later, the orders were readye determined more by the skills of the ba-
Otis Jones, Deputy Commissioner, said theaar than by those of accountancy. And
division followed its standard procedure imAshrey himself reminded the tenants on Feb-
determining rents for Mitchell-Lama middle-ruary 8 that DHCR had to be attuned to mar-
income housing: After taking into accounket conditions, not just revenue-expense
the information presented by the compangnalysis, in adjusting rents.
tenants, and its own accounting staff, and re-Audrey Berman, President of the Island
viewing comments from the hearings, alouse Task Force, has said she has grown
DHCR management committee met “to makenore accustomed to this process through
sure it's all done according to statute, and teeveral rounds of rent negotiations. Island
come up with a final number.” House’s focus has been to seek greater fi-
The decision is submitted to Commisnancial accountability in the housing
sioner Joseph Lynch for his approval, andompany’s use of outside contractors, and
Jones signs the final order. The agency do#s insist on “more competent human re-
not disclose its decision until tenants are nsources in the building” — goals she said the
tified. group has been achieving largely through its
Jones said the agency had factored the ridirect dealingsith management. She also
ing cost of energy into its calculations, busaid the tenants themselves were instrumental
did not accept the company’s last-minutén securing help with energy conservation.
request for a budget addition based on theBut Island House, too, is chafing at what
rising cost of Public Safety services orit considers to be a lack of relevant data.
Roosevelt Island. As for the Westview comBerman noted that the tenants’ financial ex-
plaint that its engineers were stymied at thegert, Tim Johns, had submitted a letter to the
hearing, Jones — who was not present at tBiHHCR complaining that it was proceeding
February 8 conference — noted that DHCRith a rent increase for the next two years
officials “try to officiate the meeting in an without having obtained audited figures for
orderly fashion. If we feel they're trying t02000. “How do you figure a rent increase
filibuster, we try to prevent that.” when you haven’t audited the books?”
The State’s role in Mitchell-Lama pro-Berman asked. Johns himself, like Resnick,
ceedings is to protect the interests of the tensed the term “ritualistic” when referring to
ants, but Jones’ comments reinforced thibe overall process.
impression of some first-time participants in When the orders come out from the DHCR,
the process, especially those representimgsidents of both apartment buildings will be
Westview, that the tenants and DHCR werable to judge for themselves how effective they
proceeding along parallel tracks — if not ophave been in defending the Island’s middle-
erating in parallel universes. income rents. But for some tenants who de-
Even the simple contention, for examplegided to take the plunge and get involved in
that “Our current rents are probably the highthis year's proceedings, the stress of dealing
estin the NYS Mitchell-Lama program,” aswith the State and housing company’s bureau-
Pail stated in his final letter, is a matter otracy is already taking its toll.
some nuance. Jones said that, yes, Westview.owder, for example, who has lived on
and Island House pay the highest rents &oosevelt Island for less than two years, is
State, or Urban Development Corporationthinking of bailing out, partly because of the
funded Mitchell-Lama projects, but thatuncertainty of the rent. After spending count-
doesn’t necessarily mean the Roosevelt I&ss hours of his free time camped out in real
landers are paying the highest Mitchell-Lamastate offices, struggling to find documents
rents. There are dozens of other such middland crunching numbers of uncertain origin,
income properties, many in Manhattan, thate said that the idea of trying to qualify for a
come under the City’s jurisdiction. co-op mortgage for some other part of town
Jones said the capital costs associated withstarting to look mighty appealing.
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BASKETBALL There were no upsets this year in the Roosevelt Island Youth Program’s
Basketball Championship Tournament as the Mavericks in the Senior Division and the N
Heat in the Junior Division, the first-place teams in the regular season, continued the
success and captured the championship in games played on March 9 and 10.

In the Senior Division championship game, the Mavericks defeated Da Kingz in over-
time 97-92 in a game that was truly worthy of any “Final Four” tournament. In what will be
remembered as one of the finest basketball games ever played in a
Island Youth Program tournament, two evenly-matched teams played
an exciting game marked by great individual efforts from Charles
McCoy (56 points) and Kendrick Gibson (19 points) of the Maver-
icks and Alex Sheppard (41 points) and Wayne Neal (31 points) of
Da Kingz, as well as solid team play by both teams. The game openec
with Da Kingz grabbing an early 14-3 lead behind 8 points by Alex
Sheppard and 6 points by Wayne Neal; however, Kendrick Gibson
and Charles McCoy each hit two three-point baskets in a run by the
Mavericks that tied the score at 26-all midway through the first half.
For the rest of the first half, neither team led by more than 4 points
and Da Kingz had the halftime lead 48-46. For the first ten minutes
of the second half, the teams kept trading the lead with no team ahea
by more than three points. Then the Mavericks, behind by two three-
point baskets by Jonathan Tavares and two rebound baskets by MarcL
Harrison, opened a seven-point lead. However, during the last five
minutes of the second half, Da Kingz wrested the lead back as Mark
Comrie, Herman Kouadio and Jay Colon each hit big shots for Da
Kingz. As the game reached the final seconds, Da Kingz had the
lead by three points and the Mavericks had the ball; and in the defin-
ing moment of the game, Kendrick Gibson hit a three-point shot from
the corner to tie the game at 88-88 and send it into overtime. In the
overtime, the shots would no longer fall for Da Kingz, and they were
outscored by the Mavericks 9-4.

Members of the champion Mavericks were Alhassan Camara,
Rakeem Cummings, Cyriel Dikourme, Kendrick Gibson, Marcus
Harrison, Charles McCoy, Jonathan Tavares, Robert Tavares, anc
James Williams, and the team was coached by Steve Marcus.

In the Junior Division championship game, the NY Heat com-
pleted a magical, undefeated season by knocking off the Terminators
60-53. For most of the first half, it looked as though this was going
to be the day that the NY Heat lost, as the Terminators controlled the
play in the first half and led 23-19 at halftime. However, the NY
Heat coaches woke up their team at halftime and the NY Heat begar
the second half with greater defensive intensity, which led to an in-
creased number of Terminator turnovers and some easy fast-breal
baskets. By midway through the second half, the NY Heat had openec
a 43-31 lead, the largest of the game. The Terminators, however,
refused to quit and fought back to cut the deficit to 43-40, but that
was as close as they got in the second half. Down the stretch, Tyrell
Anderson, showing great agility for a big man, finished off two fast
~~ —___ breaks on assists from Sika Franco to seal the win. Paul Brown was

vieki reinmer the leading scorer for the NY Heat with 22 points, while Sika Franco

Wayne Neal and Marcus Harrison contest the jump ball to start the overtime period in the March 9 match between the (16 points) and Fode Bah (6 points) were the big men off the boards,

Mavericks and Da Kingz.

Vicki Feinmel

The Champion Mavericks (left to right): James Williams, Rakeem Cummings, Marcus Harrison,
Robert Tavares, Cyriel Dikourme, Kendrick Gibson, Jonathan Tavares, Charles McCoy, and Coach
Steve Marcus.

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ i
Aetna/USHealthcare Medicare
Empire Blue Cross 832'23 ].O Now accepting
CIGNA Oxford Medicare

HIP
Oxford

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

and Fabian Williams (6 points) ran the offense from the point guard

position. For the Terminators, Lamar Burrows and Deshawn Pearson,
the leading scorers for the Terminators during the regular season, each finished with
points, while Keith Summers (14 points) and Pedro Valerio (12 points) were dominating
under the boards.

The players on the undefeated NY Heat were Dax Armenakis, Remy Armenakis, Alph
Bah, Eric Miranda, Tyrell Anderson, Fode Bah, Paul Brown, Sika Franco, and Fabian Wil
liams, and the team was coached by Jim Armenakis and Sterling Thomas.

BASEBALL Opening day is April 7.

‘L

- 2 — -
Da Kingz (left to right): Wayne Neal, Mark Comrle Mike Formanek Coach Frank James, Jay Colon,
Carlos Nevarez, Herman Kouadio, Alex Sheppard.

Nine in Running Partners Complete Four Mile Race

The four-mile “middle loop” in Central Park was dry and fast on St. Patrick’s Day as nine
members of Roosevelt Island’s Running Partners Team competed in the Spring Fling,
regularly-scheduled race of the New York Road Runners Club.

Once again the pace was set by Riad Vetter (13) and Philip Santos (11) who streak
across the finish line ahead of their Race Buddy who struggled to keep up! They finishe
fourth and fifth in the Running Partner Team group for males. They were followed by
Bianca Long (13) who put in a very strong showing in her first four-mile race to take a fifth
place in the female category. Close behind were Emilio Estevez (11) and Jared Jones (’
who finished within ten seconds of one another. Then came Stephanie Negron (11), o
smallest big runner, who showed fierce determination in pounding out the four miles. Mak
ing a strong fashion statement and good racing spirit was Tiffany Raspberry, also in her fir
race. Nicole Neal (13) was shepherded to the finish line by Kaye Kerr, and Sean Suar
fought off aching quads, but never stopped until his computer chip clocked his time and t
had the green race T-shirt in his hands. Complete results can be feummnahart.org.

Four-mile patches were awarded at Monday'’s practice to Riad, Philip, Jared, Stephani
and Sean for completing the four miles without walking once.
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At PS/IS 217
Auditonium
645 Main Street
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International recording setists who have worked with Tite Puente. .
1 Mork Anthony. Cells Cruz, and Rueben Blades

Ms. Sierrs has appeared in Broadway's Capeman and Atlantic City
musical exteavadanzas, ineluding Latin Fever

Fridey, March 30, 2001
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Ed Logue’s Roosevelt Island — Success and Failure

Richard Kahan

Program host Richard
Kahan, former head of the
State Urban Development
Corporation (UDC), is
President of the Urban
Assembly, an international
not-for-profit organization
dedicated to making cities
more livable by fostering
growth that is socially
responsible, ecologically
sustainable, politically
participatory, and
economically productive.
He is a winner of the
Thomas Jefferson Award
from the American Institute
of Architects.

It's About Values
No person has ever or will ever affect my career or

values or what I've done in this world more than Ed Log
did. And the reason for that is that he taught all of those

us who were privileged to work with him that urban dev

On March 7, The Municipal Art Society (MAS) held a panel discussion on Roosevelt Island and

Ed Logue, who was responsible for the Island’s creation as a residential community. The text of this
special section is drawn from remarks of the participants at that event. The unabridged text of the
Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com. An exhibit on the accomplishments of
the Urban Development Corporation (UDC) under Logue, sponsored by MAS and the Architectural
League, continues at MAS, 457 Madison Avenue (between 50th and 51st Streets), until April 14 (11:00-
5:00 daily except Thursdays and Sundays).

discussion is available on

Thomas Mellins
T

Moderator Thomas Mellins
is an architectural historian,
co-author of three books on
New York City, including
New York 1930:
Architecture and Urbanism
Between the Two World
Wars; New York 1960:
Architecture and Urbanism
Between the Second World
War and the Bicentennial,
and New York 1880:
Architecture and Urbanism.
In addition to being widely
published, he has worked
on numerous architectural
exhibitions and has lectured
in this country and abroad

Alexander Garvin

Alexander Garvin is
currently a commissioner on
the New York City Planning
Commission, and is also the
Director of Planning for
NYC2012, New York City’s
bid for the 2012 Olympics.
Mr. Garvin is the author of
the award-winning The
American City: What Works,
What Doesn’t, and a
principal author of Urban
Parks and Open Space. In
October 1995, he
coordinated “Roosevelt
Island in Future Focus,” a
day-long workshop on the
future of Roosevelt Island.

opment was about lots more than bricks and mortar. + and arehitect
about values. There is nothing neutral about urban devel- on art and architecture.
opment, about zoning, about designing projects. Everything Historical Perspective | always had strong feelings about Ed Logue. He’s that
is weighted with values, and Ed had a very strong, distinctn 1966, during an age of great government activisikind of person. He’s the kind of person who made things
set of values which he conveyed with tremendous powdayor John Lindsay announced that government would diappen. There are very few people in government whose
and enthusiasm. One of them, for example, is affirmatikexctly plan for the future of what had previously been knowrhole psyche is about getting things to happen. Butif you're
action. If he saw me introducing an all-white male panels Welfare Island. In 1968 he appointed a 22-member Wee}ing to get things to happen, you have successes and fail-
there would be hell to pay. But that's nobody’s fault.  fare Island Planning and Development Committee, chairatkes, and my view is that Ed Logue always had successes
Roosevelt Island played a very important role in that d@¢ Benno Schmidt. The following year the committee rand failures.

of values. Ed thought it mattered tremendously what tleased a 141-page report which soon served as the basis for Successes

project was designed like, what the open spaces were likenaster plan by Philip Johnson and John Burgee... Thakthere are clearly things that Ed Logue tried to do at
what the public environment was like. He brought a nawaster plan was first shown to the public as a MetropolitRoosevelt Island that were successful: Income mix, access
standard and a new way of thinking about large-scale deyel for the disabled, a remarkable accessibility... Trouble was,
opment. If you think back to those days, the paradigm then the subway opened 13 years late, so there had to be a Tram
was Coop City, Lefrak City, Trump Village... Nobody ha and | still remember working at the Planning Commission

thought to infuse public development with that kind of qud|l- I and saying, “A Tram? We should invest $2.4 million to
ity and architectural distinction. ThE Mﬁlﬂ SthEt WI R.E build a Tram so that they can market apartments?”
There were other values. The affirmative action — | magde

, . Itis a largely automobile-free Island. But not 100% auto-
light of it, but there was no question that Ed brought the ~ Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper mobile-free. It never could be. Nevertheless, as an experi-
issue of affirmative action to the forefrontin a way nobody Special Section — Mar. 24, 2001

ment in a less automobile-intensive environment, it was a
ever else had in government, that | knew of, and set a sfan- success.
dard for a long period of time. Economic equity, econontie I would say its major success was in demonstrating that
integration, racial integration — no UDC project moved fduseum of Art exhibition entitled “The Island Nobodyou could provide public services outside the City of New
the drawing board without that being the program. The &nows.” The project was subsequently fleshed out byYark and its bureaucracy very successfully. Of course, it
chitectural program came second. team of architects hired by the UDC. A first phase of devebok more than a million dollars annually from the State of
The Great Experiment opment was begun in 1971. Work on that phase was sNMew York in subsidies because the Island was never fin-
Now, Roosevelt Island is particularly important in this corstantially complete by 1974 and the first tenants movedighed, and that's very significant. Had the Island been fin-
text because it was one of the, if tiog¢, centerpiece of his the next year. Since that time there has been further dev&hed, | believe you could have covered the cost of a lot of
work, and it was a huge social and economic experimeopment on the Island, and amendments have these services. Maybe not the debt ser-
It's fair to say that as an economic experiment it failed. been made to the Master Plan. As we ha vice on the infrastructure... but | think it
failed because, for a variety of reasons, it was unable to g&gn and heard tonight, there are apparen would have been possible. The trouble
its own way to carry the debt service on its infrastructuregveral proposals on the board that may rau was that housing was not marketable with-
and in that sense it wasn't replicable. Was it worth tryinglly change the Island. out subsidies later on.
Absolutely. Was it successful socially? In my opinion, ab-The Island, which in the 1970’s was Failures
solutely. This was a time when the middle class was leavikmpwn as “the new town in town” was with- I'd like to talk a little bit about the fail-
New York in droves. Ed believed that, if you provide a safut question the UDC’s most-publicizec ures, of which | think there are many. The
environment with high-quality design, wonderful open spacpsoject, and it encapsulated a broad swa firstis, they didn’t implement the original
and good, small schools, people of all income groups woutd the organization’s lofty ambitions. First plan. Philip Johnson planned a town cen-
in fact, stay in New York City. Now, if today, we were tand foremost, the UDC plans for the Isla ter on top of the subway.
say, “Let’s provide safe neighborhoods, good small scho@sught to marry together first-rate archite The original plan that Johnson prepared,
and wonderfully designed neighborhoods,” | think we wouldire and urban planning with high social id which had the town center... [at the sub-
all agree that people will stay in those kinds of neighbaals, particularly the realization of a paradi way station]. Nobody imagined the Tram
hoods. matic, mixed-income community. at that point, and what he had [at the sub-
| went to Roosevelt Island a few springs ago — | haven't Questions for the Future way station] was in fact an air-conditioned
been there very much in the last 15 years — and people wefg light of dramatic shifts in the nation’ shopping mall... You came out in the
just beginning to plant their gardens. And... everybody haalitical and economic climate, | am askin middle of an air-conditioned shopping
little plots and they lean over the fences and talk to eatie panelists tonight to address how relevan Ed Logue mall. 1 don't really care whether you took
other, and | saw black people, and white people, and Cagld how sustainable is Ed Logue’s vision the architectural form that he proposed or
bean people, leaning over and arguing about whose tubigay, and [ask], “Where do we go from here?” [and] “Is Eabt, but | do believe that if you're going to have viable retail
bulbs were going to be better this year. Then | walked acrbsgue’s vision sustainable — how relevant is it?” | woul’s... going to be based at the subway. That's one of the
the street and | saw a soccer game with probably ten diffask you, “What'’s your wish list for the Island — what wouldeasons | think one should be thinking in terms of the next
ent ethnic origins on the field, and | thought to myself, “Howou say are the priorities there?” stage, using the fact that there’'s a Tram and it was never
many places in New York, which is a phenomenally racially=
segregated city, can one see those kinds of everyday experi-
ences working?” And that’s the wonder of Roosevelt Is-At UDC, Theodore Liebman was one of the original ar-
land. chitects, with his present-day partner, Alan Melting, work-
| guess that's what this discussion will be about, that thafj on Roosevelt Island. He was in the audience of the
spirit and that philosophy carry on in whatever is done pranel discussion, and made this comment:
the future on Roosevelt Island. There are certainly thos&Vhen Louis |. Kahn was hired to design the Roosevelt
who are arguing that that's not about to be the case, &temorial, it was 1973 and he was, at that moment, the grg
those who argue thatitis, but | will tell you that Ed’s powaesst living American architect, but the dialogue between
reaches beyond the grave, what he was, at least whatlloigue, who loved Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and Louis
attitude was not so long ago when he wrote a letter to Bren#fahn, who loved Franklin Delano Roosevelt — that dialg
Sexton, who was then President of the Municipal Art Sog@roduced that memorial, so it's a very important structu
ety: because philosophy of two people of similar age in that d
log produced that wonderful design —and it hasn’t been b
Dear Brendan, yet. Lou Kahn died during the design of that work, a
Once the Municipal Art Society was in love withanother great friend of his, Aldo Giurgola, finished the works
Roosevelt Island. | hope you or some committee can raig drawings... So there’s a history of love attached to t
activate your interest. Roosevelt Island is under some redp of the Island and | think it would be a great legacy fq
threat. great architects like Lou Kahn, Franklin Delano Rooseve
My very best wishes. and Ed Logue, to see that built. And | think that that sq
Ed Logue edge at the tip would also be best for Roosevelt Island.
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The Island developed and you can't start from scrat the nation decided — that we really wouldn’t take care of the
anymore. Paul Byard is a principal in ~ poor and the indigent and the people who couldn’t take care
Without 5,000 units of housing there you do not ha the New York-based of themselves.

thought it was going to be there forever. Paul Byal‘d happen with a bang in New York when we decided — when
h

. 5 e . ) . .
enough to support anything. But more than that, there’s| g architecture firm of Platt So the 5,000 units would have come with the proper sub-
other reason to be on the Island except to live there. Thi Byard Dovell and the sidy that we all expected. [But] when Nixon ended the sub-
a residential enclave. It is not part of New York. And Director of the Historic sidy program, of course, we all went out of business, and

Preservation Program at the
Columbia University School
of Architecture, Planning

that degree | think it is a problem, because it cannot be r
licated and it had no spillover into the rest of the commu

that was the beginning of the end for Roosevelt Island and
for everybody else.

ties of New York. : | think it's important to remember that Roosevelt Island
. and Preservation. As the : . h " g

In order to be successful you need a critical mass. W Associate Counsel to the was the product not just of a single interest in doing good,
it opened in 1975-76 they had 2,100 units; they now ha New York State Urban doing the public good on a very complicated and high level
3,200 units. That's not enough to support active retail. Development Corporation of the notion of the public good. We thought we were going
never was, never could be. And 5,000 would work, if the from 1969 to 1974, he was  to deliver something and we certainly did try.
were not two towns, a Southtown and a Northtown. O a key participant in the Whatever happens surely has to reflect the needs of the
you've got a Southtown and a Northtown you do not ha development of Roosevelt larger politic of the time. Daily life is different now and it's

enough customers in any one of the two of them to supp® Island with Ed Logue.

the kind of life it would have been over the subway, and itW ; ; L
L e hat struck me, as a question to ask, is whether this is
an]cétrj]lg(;]ave made sense, had the original plan been 'm‘?‘I%'tory in which, therefore, there are some lessons we coulcilhe school was m
. : : raw from it, or whether it was still a set of live possibiliz
sillaltée]!l)ervteh;[Qiltsc[ﬁgnlg?e? gllgr?n_erasn\(fvg?ehrls\(l)vri]ﬂ;sfﬂlserg; S; and whether we could talk about it as a sense of w nt was that, if you had a thing that was difficult enough
: . L " ought to be doing, or whether we ought to think of it .t
T e PO ot alf e densiyn one criegh mresting time when peopl actually ied o do sonfi Y0u Ut dffcul you would make people have t
do that; it's too s Pe%d och) there’s too much open spac g. But of course we all learned after that you could The Le)gse and GDP
/ i , P P anything, so forget it, and go on living the way we do[The relationship between the City and State under which

the way of parks in between. oW
The minischools did not work. We now have a sing[@ ' the State is developing Roosevelt Island is] basically a lease-
10ld, and if you do something wrong you've violated the

school there. | don't know, if Ed Logue had been around t
continue the experiment, whether they would have or wo a ; : ase. Then the question is, what happens? The other side’s
l“ nal failures, not failures of the scheme. And | note ot to enforce it. It's an ordinary private set of relationships

not have worked. ; ; X o
Not Part of NYC Algx ?h(;ct)n;vrgse ma?tnotpltﬂ%ﬁ élgged%r;sé%/[,gg ?ﬁelodoekngitt th ween two governmental agencies, with a subsidiary to
’gq b P ! Y g out with it. You don’t go straight to jail. Somebody

important to remember what it is. Architecture’s got to be

important...
Minischools

ade a nuisance for really good reason.

as supposed to be a horrible thing to administer, and the

National Failures
think the failures of Roosevelt Island are definitely n

But my main problem with Roosevelt Island is that it’ h S S
: t where Alex said it was. So the point is not what w :
not part of New York. Itis an Island that the people wi hing to be built but what actually got buil. s to want to have it come out one way or the other. Well,

live there know very well but the rest of New York goes There were no inherent failures. [The failures] had to at the General Development Plan wgapposedo do,

very rarely. Had there been a source of employment there ; ; oy ; : d the choice of the word [“general’] was very careful,
a... some other reason to be there besides living there, It%@; things like energy policies. We were paid, | think s not... there was a thing that was regarded as the maste

: ; : : , $2000 a unit [to] put in electric heat. That was beca
you might have had a very different kind of environme veﬁswood had [no]tr?ing to do in the winter. It would pr g
Had the plan actually been executed with a high-density ¢ e lots of nice electric heat and we could save a bundl
at the subway, | think things would have been very diffef-

n, but this thing was called the General Development Plan,
a way to give a kind of very general set of directions that
: uld endure, and it's interesting to see that they seem to

ent. Ier(;ney off the actual mortgage costs, which were the pr ave, somewhat. The object of the exercise was to get an

| wish to get on with the job of finishing it. But | would™, . .envelope and a shape and commitments to parks and com-
say it's very important to understand this is 2001 and ([)(\;{é]u\llg rﬁ/ ag\lllg(\j,vAolrek)éga)llts égﬁtgifnﬁ lljog?(géhaesfﬁlIitsv’vgqsoglg?géyi.tments to open space. But the remedies are remedies of ¢
1968. The United States is a different place. The need ork, and that would have included the debt service fjvate transaction betwee,n two governments.
the people who are there are different from [the original platy]. infrastructure. There were a lot of thinds vou had to do Today’s Plans
~You need a governance there in which the people w s, you had to i(eep on having the subgidiyes but at tQ he envelope I've seen at least of what's been proposed
live there have something to say about its future. ime we expected to have subsidies. It never occurred tq ms quotidian for architecture today. | hope we can do a

. - - - e better, because we certainly wanted to, and | think we
at the United States would entirely give up trying to \d produce some interesting stuff along the way.

ything for the poor. That was something that | dearly, Tramway
arly remember Ed saying from his service in Calcutta. O e] bought [the Tramway] on a letter to von Roll. It's

uresoep\lléesflelIelgilrj%hi(ra]dtgce)gsetﬁf;g: lrlrrlétea ;;Selngegoir?tctgl?:tlj world’s most inefficient Tramway because it lifts you up
very famous, some of them not; there’'s a body of expe g ould never happen in New \'(ork Well. of course. it di oth ends. It was not very expensive, and it was not nec-
ence out there and | think that bringing together some 1 PP ' ' ' ssarily supposed to last, because after all the subway was
these people, and some interesting architects, with the resi- supposed to come. But it came in a box, essentially, from
dents, would help us to proceed in the spirit of Ed Logue. Switzerland.

[But] I don't think that we should slavishly follow the plan

that's there now.

| also would like to have not just citizen involvement, b
| really believe that you've got to bring [in] people who kno
about planned communities... We have been building the
There are hundreds of them in construction all over the co
try, some of them good, some of them bad, some of th

Leadership

Public partnerships, public agencies, only work when the
people running them have whatever it [takes] to make things
happen. Ed Logue had that. What we are missing at the
moment is the leadership in public agencies as a whole that
will break through the logjam. | believe that, if enough pres-
sure comes to bear, that will happen on Roosevelt Island,
but you need an individual, whether that's someone from
the community, someone who is elected, someone who is
appointed by the Governor to run RIOC, it really doesn't
matter. But you need that individual or else it will continue
to spin.

Perhaps if we could subsidize the creation of the FDR
Memorial... The completion of the Island, | think, has to be
an ongoing thing, and in the year 2050 there should be an-
other meeting like this that questions what was done during
the last 50 years to make the place better, because | don't
think we should stop just because 5,000 units happened or
we got the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele on top of the subway.
| think there are a lot of things that could be. Some of them
we haven't thought of yet, and | hope the Island grows and
changes many times more...

Deterioration

| think that the Main Street looks like deteriorated East
Berlin. | think the concrete columns are totally out of place,
don’t belong there, the plastic windbreaks, the generic store
signs, all of these things represent design failures. And |
believe that they were inherent from the very beginning.
That's one of the reasons that | said | think we have to en-
gage the community that knows about all of this already,
from the very beginning in the replanning of it.

A pre-residential Roosevelt Island  In this photo from about 1970, the north portion
of pre-development Roosevelt Island as seen from the air. The pillars just south of
the Welfare Island Bridge support the ramp that now descends to Island level. Coler
Hospital can be seen at the north end with other buildings that have since been
demolished. The Octagon tower can be picked out just south of Coler. The light-
colored tower visible just left of and behind the bridge tower is a Fire Department
training tower.
Photo courtesy Empire State Development Corporation via the Municipal Art Society




MattheW KatZ day. This is not the kind of interaction in a community yomay know, is the only commuter aerial Tramway in the
expect to find in the middle of New York City. This is anUnited States. It is not subsidized by any government, as
Matthew Katz is President  other thing that makes the Island unique. But what broughost public transportation is in the United States, and it is

of the Roosevelt Island so many of us out there are the parks and the tennis cotimésonly public transportation in the New York region that's
Residents Association and the swimming pools and the playing fields, fields thadt on the MetroCard — another one of the ways that
(RIRA). Prior to being were built by the sweat equity of the people who live thef@posevelt Island has fallen through the cracks.

ggggﬁt}grtggogoﬂgzg\r;ed and this, I think, is very important. My wish list would include maintaining the open spaces
as a member of the RIRA RIOC _ and parklands that were provided for within the General
Common Council beginning . Ideas come to the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpofaevelopment Plan. The General Development was written
in 1997, and has served on  tion, they are considered, perhaps for years at a time; titigyarchitects, not lawyers. You ceradit. It gives guide-

several of the Association’s  are either implemented or they are dropped. Case in polimes about how to develop the Island, it is part of the Mas-

committees, including the minischools. People have been looking for a use fer Lease that exists between the City and the State of New
Housing and Government [the minischools] ever since they were abandoned. For therk, it has the force of law. What the mechanism is for
Relations, and as Treasurer  past two years, RIOC has been considering the plan of @meending this document now needs to be tested. Perhaps ir
of the Legal Action Fund. developer. For two years now, this plan has been in frontsafme of its details it could be spruced up a little bit, but this

He has been a Roosevelt

sland resident since 1989, RIOC. For two years the Island has said that they oppadséhe only thing that exists between Roosevelt Islanders and

the idea virtually unanimously. A blue-ribbon commissiomappropriate development that is not in keeping with the

o i of Island residents [the Capital Planning and Developmequality of life of Roosevelt Island or with the proportional-

In the [exhibit] brochure which some of you may ha‘és%gnmmittee] was put together to advise RIOC on this paty of Roosevelt Island. It's the only thing approaching zon-
R

seen, there’s a quote that says, “Logue’s solutions were @dyjar plan. They voted unanimously against it... and yiely that we have, and when this goes, so goes Roosevelt

ten the best in terms of architecture and planning and peopjgs RIOC Board voted for it unanimously. Island as a planned community.

real lives,” and that struck a note with me. | think that's Now, just recently, within the last month, after two years Something Unique

true. | think Mr. Logue and his group at UDC built a coryf |goking into this, this idea has been dropped, and now thét’s a strange mindset on Roosevelt Island. Yes, of course

struct, a Roosevelt Island. process must start again from scratch with a new RR#e’re part of New York City. Most of the population goes
Community _ There’s no opportunity to look at the Island as a whole, atwwork there, goes to school there, shops there, entertains

_Butlwould also point out that he did not build a commy-think this is a terrible detriment to the inspiration of Eiself there. But Roosevelt Island is something unique, some-
nity and, were he here today, | think he would agree wighyqye, thing other than New York City. On a summer’s day, when
that. The idea that this would be a community was a risk, Local Democracy you've worked a day in New York and you get off the Tram
and 25 years ago people took that risk and they built thgThe exhibit brochure says] “Because of Logue’s workyn Roosevelt Island, immediately you realize that it's ten
community. They built playing fields, and they built an Hisyew York and other cities could continue to regard therdegrees cooler than anything you've experienced during the
torical Society to take note of the 250 years of history og|ves as engines of democracy.” If there’s anything tiagy, and the air doesn’t smell of car exhaust, it smells of
on that Island. They built Garden Clubs, moving tons Rlogsevelt Island is failing in right now, it is democracy. honeysuckle. You immediately know you're someplace
topsoil themselves... They built a library from scratch, nGyay have been that at the beginning of the community aother than New York City.
part of the New York City Public Library. They built &ertainly when RIOC was developed in 1984, the idea of &80 we're both. We're part of New York, and yet we're
Theatre and Dance Alliance... community that was controlled by some entity seemed dtso Roosevelt Island.

This was done by people who moved out there, who toﬁ?&ke sense, since this was a brand-new community. RIORegarding the question of architecture, in terms of the
chances, and made this what itis today. From the sociologtter all, is a public-benefit corporation, and should be workuture we've seen some architect's drawings of some of the
cal point of view, you must say that it's a success. ing in the public’s benefit. plans for the Island. We've seen what some of the propos-

| think if there’s anything that brought people out there, This community, though, has been on Roosevelt Islaals$ for our Octagon Park might be. We've seen some of the
that made it worthwhile to take these chances, it was 3@ 25 years now. We have no local government. It ispaoposals for what Southpoint might be, and what we've
physical conditions that they found there. It was the parklagde| of government that has simply been denied us. \s&en are two 32-story towers comprising a Marriott Hotel,
and open space that makes Roosevelt Island a unique cRgye Federal government, we have State government... emado and conference center which is so out of proportion
munity in the middle of New York. If you were droppeg story. The State determines who sits on the RIOC Boawdth life on Roosevelt Island as to boggle the mind. What
down there blindfolded you would say you were in Somgng is the President of RIOC. The Island community has unfortunately have not seen is so much as an artist’s ren-
small town in upstate New York or in some village in thgg impact on the operation of the Island or the developmelering of what Southtown will look like. Over the past two
middle of the country, notin the middle of the Big Apple. {§f the Island. When do we get enfranchised? ... These years, we've seen a three-dimensional artist's model of the
IS a unique environment. _ basic, fundamental questions of American democracy tipdacement of the buildings but, where the buildings go, what

I grew up in Brooklyn, I've lived in Queens, | lived for 1466 to be resolved on Roosevelt Island. we've seen are white styrofoam blocks. Blackwell Field is
years on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. If I knew myrhere is a group on Roosevelt Island [the Maple Treew completely blocked off prior to the excavation of foun-
neighbors, it was to inquire about the weather in the elegroyp] that has been working for three years now to revigations in the springtime, and yet at this point we have never
tor. It'simpossible to walk down Main Street, our one stregfe 1984 |egislation to provide for an elected Board whigen so much as a drawing of what these buildings will look
on Roosevelt Island, without getting into a half-a-dozen g{ny|d then be empowered to hire a trained, professioniite, what the facades will look like, what the apartments
guments and discussions with people about the issues o rienced community manager to run Roosevelt Islandll look like... Will there be balconies, will there be spa-
We think this is an idea whose time has come. We think ttieus rooms? We just don’t know. We have met with the
current RIOC is not doing an adequate job for Roosevdkivelopers on many occasions at town meetings, through
Island. meetings of our Residents Association, but there are some

Government’'s Role fundamental questions which haven’t been answered, and

Just one last thing. The brochure says, “One of the keagain | think it comes back to the question of, “Is RIOC
to Ed Logue’s success is that he had great patrons, Neldoimg their job as a public benefit corporation?” And | would
Rockefeller chief amongst them, who stuck with him. Withring to your attention that RIOC is not represented here
the right Governor, the right Mayor, and a few others, @though they were given that opportunity.
could happen again.” God willing.

In 1996, George Pataki became the Governor of the State
of New York. One of the first things he did was eliminate
both the operating and capital subsi-
dies to Roosevelt Island. We were
told, “You are self-sufficient. Go
forth and multiply.” For the past five
years, Roosevelt Island has bee
barely making do on its operating
costs by cutting back on a great de;
of maintenance and repair work on th
Island. As for any kind of capital
improvements, there is no mone
There is no capital fund. You might
see, should you look at the financiat}
statements of the Island, as we ha
very carefully, an item of $3.4 mil-
lion in the capital fund. That entire|
fund will be going to pay for the in-
frastructure of Mr. Wine’s Southtown
project, because in the crackerjac
negotiations for this project, RIOC
has agreed to pay half the infrastrug
ture costs of the project. So there
no money for anything else. We hav
a seawall. We don’t know where thd
money to repair that or extend it will
ever come from.

The Lease and GDP

The General Development Plan i
a 30-year-old document, but | think
its fundamental proviso for affordablg
housing for families in a small-town
context in the middle of New York
City is as valid today as it was 3(
years ago. My own wish list would
be for sufficient population on
Roosevelt Island to sustain our me
chants, to make our Tram a viabl
operation. Our Tram, some of yoly

Photo by Steve Rosenthal, courtesy Sert, Jackson and Associates




; ; ; ; no final agreement on what to build in Southtown. | think
DaVId Wlne G |ff0rd M”Ier that comes squarely back on RIOC’s shoulders.
= David Wine is Vice Chair of Gifford Miller serves as I haven't been able to get RIOC to agree to anything...

{ The Related Companies, Roosevelt Island’s anything, even reasonable things that you can’t believe that
L.P., one of the country’s representative in the New they can't agree to, and the only reason | think there’s hope
largest real-estate York City Council. He is that I'm hoping that we're going to have a new Governor

serves on Council
committees including Land
Use, State and Federal

companies specializing in
luxury rental apartments,
government-assisted

in a year and half, and at the rate at which they’re going,
there’s still going to be plenty of things left on the table to

housing, retail, commercial Legislation, Transportation, be decided.

and mixed-use properties. and the Subcommittee on ) _ Local Democracy

He serves as President of Permits, Dispositions and There is a raging debate on Roosevelt Island on what the
Related Residential Concessions. In addition, right type of governance is because the governance, in my
Development and as Chair he previously headed the opinion, has been so poor. To me, the question is not that
of Related Managed Council's Task Force on the governance there now is so unacceptable, and that it can't
Company, L.P. Prior to Regional Planning. He work, because it can work, but it's not going to work unless
joining Related in 1978, he chairs the Council Select there’s leadership from the top, and all the way down, that is

Committee for Charter
Reform.

was a multi-housing
representative to the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

committed to making the Island into a place consistent with
the vision of Mr. Logue and the others who first framed this
as a concept.

The Future

| started my career as a multi-family housing representay thi i ing — | think that the “where we go from here,” is we should sit
tive for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devqjg(fﬂi'”;ntgﬁf @Z)ekt‘ﬁﬂvﬁ’grrg_osfs};&tt‘,'jrivfgr']?%enttot'ho wn as a community, as elected officials, and as a leader-
opment (HUD) as an urban intern. 1976 was a time of gregjosevelt Island is a success, an extraordinary place, a p F of RIOC, consider what we want to go where, and not
commitment by government — the beginning of the Sectighit is like no other. turn it over to whoever is the highest bidder for any
8 program. A group of urban interns were brought to A Unique Place particular place, and then make it happen. _
Roosevelt Island to [see] an example of the new-communiy would really just like to address this “not-part-of-they, R1OC S abandonment of the whole concept of planning
ties program which had been implemented by HUD.  city” [argument]. | don't think that is true. It think it's al> unfortunate]. There’s one member of the Board, who is

My next introduction was in the late 80's, when an RF{tjque part of the City. It's a small town right in the heart j\gose to the Governor, who wants essentially to just put the
was issued for a developer to build Southtown, the portigi biggest city in the world, very much a part of New Yo land up for sale to the highest bidder, and let them do
nally envisioned under the General Development Plan. 1948cted representative, but know my mother. That's a uniqu®™ | think that's ridiculous... [APPLAUSE] These are
was a problematic time in real estate — not much interggherience in the City of New York, but it is most definitely? &S NOt Just of the Pataki administration. There were
was expressed by the development community in a Ot of the City. | think there is a give and take between tREC Y/0US Governors who never did anything about
phase, 2,000-unit project in which the developers would PRYand and the rest of the City. outhpoint. There were many Democrats in a row [who]
all the infrastructure cost. | don’t think any developers re-| was there just the other day for the [PTA Internation d nothing to develop the fabulous proposal for the FDR
sponded to that RFP. Dinner], and the different parents brought food, and th morial at the south end of the Island, which should be a

Housing Opportunity was Afghani food, Thai food, Indonesian food... It was amagyve-, 'S right for an extraordinary space [APPLAUSE],

My next introduction was the next RFP in the mid-90'sng. and these were all from people who live on the Islafgd ILS not been acted on. .
As a company, we saw Roosevelt Island as part of the gregi&d are a part of the Island’s community. o there needs to be more development, and it should be
housing scheme in New York, as it always was. Rooseveland the disabled community is an extraordinary succe S9N i@ planned way that involves the community in order
Island was seen as a housing opportunity for various iNCOgiy also there's a very large elderly community, particip! c2¢h the best solution for everyone involved. And | hope
groups and we saw the housing prices escalating dram&t,ity a very large community of people over 80 — drastical e can still do that with the space and the time that we have

cally beginning in the early 1990’'s. We felt Roosevelt Iy ic i ; e
Iangllcogld ser?/e ity y $Sf|grtwee; than there is in other parts of the City and the Unit (K/Iay | say about the Tram... It's become such an extraor-

tates. . ram... | me ¢
We responded to that RFP, [actually a] request for qualigg it : ; : inary part of the Island’s identity, | don’t think anyone can
e B e e v ard it e T,
veloping a financially feasible plan for construction %Qfe‘! teoa\ll(v;?]'Otﬁ\éirg?]%dt}r/]ek;,\/;fki%weoz;tgﬁ r(’)tﬁz(rjseov\?vrglfildi;hl'lng |t’SIP|’eny v;/ell a(;c_?ptedléhat, {f Fh('?‘t'S'ﬁr_\dtreaChe?
Southtown. We were [chosen] in a partnership with th@nique place in that experience, but ultimately, | think, i g Ut development point, 1t COIA SUSIAIR IISEl In 1erms o
Hudson Companies. Between the two, we have a lot of @place where people pull together. I}au?sgggng costs. In fact, there hasn’'t been a subsidy for
perience in building all sorts of housing in New York City | think that clearly we need to consider how to go forwa .
%[gm:]elﬂ?zliel}hpgfsein%mmg high-rise, low-rise, for-sale housn prder to continue that give and take. But in terms of t g ﬁfgﬁ :r?]ss,z;igliltpsp gzzh%nfgi?x\r/eyglsj zgr? :ggnsourﬁfce r?wsétts;(i:rq_
We embarked upon a series of meetings to really educ{gﬁ%‘gT: STali(ljspgg glr? eO;trq;fc];(ra(;?nnatr;a&zz'eevtvwg?(Ietlr?\i{n[lyt ;&g{}p’fensi tr:jat I d0(te_sn|’t entlrelyt S-tUpl?f%rt .'rtﬁelfu But Véhai
ourselves about many of the issues which have been @igm the United Nations live. o rr:jum y does entirely S#DDOdf Iseli: h ek pger -as
cussed. Many of the issues had to do with the viability of RIOC a Disappointment 1ae toes nOtYSUer]JOV'[ |E[SG an h'nﬁ on? thin Sf a thtI it ml
commercial spaces, the viability and usability of whateveryyhat's disappointing to me is that there has been an ab )Se ermsd OUh ave tﬁxets whic hgoh 0 pay (k))r 3 oca
open space was going to be displaced by the constructiog@hment by the leadership of the Roosevelt Island Ope —V'Cefs atnh you 'taYef()th er taxets whic dglo :jn a't ;ﬁa ksense
Southtown, what would come, what quality would it be, hog Corporation of not just the General Development Pla apay or the caprtal o | € sI_Luclgre, an | E Iond mb we
useful would it be, what kind of economic mtegra,tlon woulgyt also of any attempt to do the [kind of] planning whic nl] expect a_gjlnl(fque_tp ace li ﬁ £o§ev§t ﬁanld to Ie ekn-
continue... | think we were struck by Ed Logue’s commihe |sland is such a wonderful example of. re_tY_ retshpotnfSI h‘? 0[)' ?t,seawa " fnthW g_tS QtU hweldok?
ment to economic integration; the spirit of that economiC(jnder this Governor, there has been a total walking aw@y't " ?h ashion rsfahp'?r Od e dl'}[/’ ;] s |((i)lf) e
integration runs very deep in Roosevelt Island today, af{m the notion of the planned community. This is not t ce|\(/j|ng he serwceshw Ic hl n_e? S and it shou 4 e SéUp]
we must address that in our development of Southtown. responsibility of Mr. Wine's company. But I'm critical of POre€ {0 the extent that It has infrastructure needs. So

. _ Progress , the whole process by which they selected a developer oAt
We anticipate starting construction [soon] on the first tWaen have been negotiating with a developer for six year

buildings, which will be operated and owned by Memoriglhoyt what should go on the Island. To me, the effort t
Sloan Kettering Hospital and the Cornell Medical Center §g&s undertaken for the Roosevelt Island “Future in Foc
staff housing for both their employees and their familieg, |ate 1995 was exactly the right type of effort that needs;
who | think share a great commitment to what Roosevgl ndertaken again. In 1974, a group of outside peo
Island is and what Roosevelt Island remains to be for t86yid consider what was the right thing to do on Roosev

future. Island because there were no inside people. Now you ¢ ! . .
Seeing the Whole plan for Roosevelt Island without involving the residents. 032 glﬁqe;r:g)r?qe—n?;ther the Mayor or the Council has to ap-

My hope for Southtown is that it can be a springboagsi;t you bring the residents, you bring planners, you brifg
from which a lot of the planning that people have been taliicials, you get them together, and you consider, what is Government

ing about — for Roosevelt Island as a whole — can take plagg right thing to do. I don’t think the Governor is committed to what every-
Because such a long period transpired during which no degovernment has walked away from the commitment R9dY on this panel has pretty much expressed their commit-
velopment on Roosevelt Island occurred, there’s been aggl;sing that was there before, and you can't pretend tH3gNt 0, which is to consider a plan for the Island as a whole
of disjointed effort, and | think trying to get to some of thghere are still the same kind of dollars that there were §R1d to work to realize that plan. And that's reflected in
economic stability or economic self-sustaining numbers h@ge ~but we should consider what kind of housing do WBOS€ People who work for him [at] RIOC. The Governor's
spurred a lot of investigation. | hope Southtown can pihnt — do we want families or do we want medical schol§Cent appointments to the Board have been floating ideas
some of those issues to rest, and guarantee the pOPU"”W@unsing, or do we want a mix? We should decide what it9&S€!ling off the Island or turning it back to the City. Noth-
density needed to make the Tram even more self-sustainig¢ we want, and put it out to request for proposal on whd§ can happen on the Island without the Governor’s say-so
to enable additional services to be provided, so that thedging to build. And you should consider the rest of the opg}}\s,lome form, whether it's him personally or his appointees.
land as a whole can enjoy some of the planning the Islaighce and all the rest of it. y concern is that | don’t see the City, State, and Federal
needs. It needs to be looked at as a whole, and to be plannagy frustration [is that if] has been so difficult to get RIO@Overnment making the type of commitment to affordable
not piecemeal, but with great vision, which is what Ed Log{§ move forward with any plans. I've been wanting to negBusing that you had before, and so it's how do you work
brought to the table. tiate with RIOC on the subject of the one-fare MetroCaMfithin that context to still realize something that is appro-

The original vision of having a common around the suBgstem. I'm offering them a deal on which they’ll make lot1ate for the vision that was originally there.
way is the focal point of what Southtown is. Partofitis th& money, and MetroCard will be effective on the Tram, 1€ Problem is that everybody on this panel doesn't get
hope to realize the dream of open space and parklandapy they haven't been able in nine months to get togethdp Anake that decision, and [it is] the people who are not on
having a beautiful commons at the subway. meaningful meeting to accept lots of money in order to halfdS Panel who are making the decision, and who are not

, Shifting Economics , _the MetroCard placed on the Tram. It's that kind of tot&°ing the plan. _
Think about [how] the economics have shifted. Thinick of leadership which has overseen an Island, which is ahthink the point here is that you have such a contrast be-

about the amount of money that was invested in buildiggtraordinary piece of real estate, during the strongest ri¥4¢en proposals for what to do with this extraordinary space
il d between planning processes. Inthe one, you had a mas

affordable housing on Roosevelt Island when it was origistate market in the history of the world, and yet [there

i@k that [self-sufficiency] as a gauge of success is false.
Lease and GDP
he General Development Plan is an excellent document.
brief and it allows for innovation. | re-read it again this
orning, and | don't think that there is a great need to amend
Il that largely, but | would be open to amending it. The
y... There is argument about how you go about amend-
it, and whether it has legal force, but to me, there isn't

nally constructed. What's happened now is that for some- ter plan from someone who considered that part of the Is-
thing to be built, to achieve economic viability, somebody’s land should be open space, and relate the name of the Islanc
got to pay the bill. If the economics don’t work, someone’s to the mission of the Island, and in the other, you had an
got to pay the bill. So what's happened right now is New RFP process which said, “How can you make money with
York is a medical center, and the hospitals have selected this particular plot of land?” And so what you have is an
Roosevelt Island as a community in which to house many of extraordinary contrast between one vision and another, which
their employees and their families. They're planning day- comes directly out of the type of planning process which
care centers and playgrounds, and they are seeing this as a was undertaken for that space.

means of joining the existing community. We see that as a
good way to bridge a pragmatic fiscal need.






