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Grannis Re-Introduces Legislation
For a Locally-Elected RIOC Board
Separate Bill Would Ban Building on Open Spaces

Environmentalists Win on
Nearby LIC Power Plant

Briefly...
The RIOC Board meeting scheduled for Thursday has been canceled,

and its May 10 meeting rescheduled as an evening session with a follow-
on Town Hall Meeting (starting about 7:30, according to RIOC) for resi-
dent interaction with members of the Board.  See ComingUp, page 3.

Residents can now get instant Roosevelt Island history on the Internet.
In addition to Website NYC10044’s TimeLine feature at www.nyc10044.com,
the Historical Society and the Island branch of the New York Public
Library have prepared a web page listing many sources of information
about the Island’s past, at www.nypl.org/branch/manhattan/ri.htm.

The Island’s Running Partners Team is looking for a volunteer coach
to work with Island students and existing staff.  Practices are held Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m., but a coach doesn’t
have to be present for all practices.  For more information:  Frank Cherry
at 486-2377 or fcherry@msn.com.

Architect Alfreda Radzicki described Southtown’s first three build-
ings to the RIOC Board of Directors last week, calling them “an en-
semble in terms of the facades, in terms of the selection of color... totally
seeing them as a group.”

David Kramer, representing the Hudson-Related partnership that is
developing Southtown, said, “We’re hoping in the June-July time frame,”
when asked for a groundbreaking date.  Kramer told the Board members
that the developers see “the first three buildings as our brochure for
Southtown.”  He said the replacement soccer field, on the Island’s east
side just north of the Queensboro Bridge, is intended to be ready by
Labor Day.

The first three structures are to be erected on the Manhattan side of a
projected extension of Main Street through the middle of the develop-

ment to the Tram station.  Their placement is the sub-
ject of a legal action, now on appeal, against the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC).

Memorial Sloan Kettering (MSK) will house staff
members in the northernmost of the three buildings
comprising Phase I.  Radzicki described it as “amber
rose” in color with trim in ocher, a variation of yel-
low.  “Our basic idea was that from Main Street, the
northern facade” of the MSK building “would estab-
lish the urban character of this development, whereas
the courtyards want to be a lighter color... so that the
apartments get more light [and] to brighten the view.”

Radzicki said the selection of the materials was “an incredibly lengthy
process because we had to deal with two sets of developers as well as
two sets of users...  Everybody loves to get into the color discussion.”
The second “user” is Cornell Wilde Medical Center.  “Cornell hates yel-
low, so we were forced to go for a warm gray called Roman gray” for the
trim, she said, describing it as a “very interesting color.”  She said the
third building, which will form the north side of a community commons
over the subway tunnel, “will have elements of the colors in buildings
one and two to give it a certain coherence, but still individual character.”
She described the Cornell building, between the other two buildings of
Phase I, as “an object in a setting because it has a very sculptured con-
figuration.”

On the Main Street side, Radzicki said, there will be a porte-cochere
area for dropoffs and ample plantings to provide a “green look.”  She
said her firm, Gruzen Samton, is still working with the landscape archi-
tecture firm of Mathews Nielsen on that part of the plan.

Main Street in the Southtown area will have a 38-foot-wide roadbed to
allow one lane for parking and loading, and two lanes for two-way traffic.

RIOC Board Sees Model:
Southtown, Phase One

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
As seen from a Manhattan perspective, this model of Southtown Phase I shows
the first three buildings planned for the Island’s western side.  In this view,
Rivercross would be at the left.  The right edge of the layout shows part of a
community common planned for the area over the subway tunnel.

Radzicki

As seen from the east (Main Street is shown at the near edge of this layout), the
Memorial Sloan Kettering residence building is at the right, just south of Rivercross.
The Cornell building is in the center.

Assemblymember Pete Grannis
has reintroduced proposed legisla-
tion that would give Roosevelt Is-
land residents the right to elect
members of the RIOC Board of
Directors.

The bill provides for an 11-mem-
ber RIOC Board, with nine resi-
dents of Roosevelt Island.  Two of
the residents would be appointed
by the Mayor, while seven would
be elected for two-year terms – two
Island-wide and one each from
Eastwood, Island House, Manhat-
tan Park, Rivercross, and
Westview.  The bill provides for
addition of another member from
Southtown once its members have
met a residency requirement of 12
months.

This will be a third run at the goal
of Island management dominated
by elected residents.  Previous ef-
forts have fallen victim to legisla-
tive scheduling, concern over the
Island’s finances under local gov-
ernance, and a lack of full coop-
eration between Grannis and Sena-
tor Olga Mendez.  Mendez and
Grannis have said they will work
together this year.  The hope of pro-
ponents of locally-elected gover-
nance is that, as a supporter of Gov-
ernor George Pataki, she will be
able to persuade him to support the
bill and sign it into law.

Action on the bill is not likely
before the last quarter of the year.
The bill, numbered 4409, is avail-
able on the Internet at:
http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/
?bn=A04409&sh=t.

Development
Grannis has also put forward a

separate bill that would prohibit
development of the Island’s open
spaces as defined in the General
Development Plan (GDP), part of
the Lease under which the State of
New York controls Roosevelt Is-
land, which is City property.

While the GDP already defines
what parts of the Island may be
developed, there is concern that the
City, as landowner, might not act
to enforce the terms of the GDP and
Lease.  That concern arises because
the Lease assigns to the City Board
of Estimate, now defunct, the
power to assent to modifications of
the GDP.  That, in turn, raises the
possibility of a tug-of-war between
the Mayor and the City Council
over who gets to say yes or no to
GDP modifications.  Depending on
the composition of City Council
and who is in the Mayor’s office,
hesitancy to assert City rights un-

Westview, Island House
Get the Rent-Hike News

News Analysis by Robert Laux-Bachand

New York State must stop build-
ing a jet-turbine power plant just
south of the Queensboro Bridge, a
judge has ruled.

The New York Times reported
Thursday that the State Supreme
Court ruled on Wednesday that the
State violated environmental law in
starting construction at the Vernon
Boulevard site in Long Island City
without first conducting a study of
environmental impact.  The New
York Power Authority (NYPA)
was building the plant as part of a
program to provide extra power

sources by June 1.  The State re-
cently admitted the plant and six
others like it might ultimately be
privatized and taken off the tem-
porary status originally envisioned
for them.

The State’s failure to produce a
new EIS, or Environmental Impact
Statement, is also at the heart of two
legal actions against the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation on
Southtown.  RIOC ruled that no
EIS was required because the plan
was environmentally equivalent to
a ten-year-old plan for which an
EIS had been done.  Two Island
groups, Roosevelt Islanders for
Responsible Southtown Develop-
ment (RIRSD) and the Alternative
Southtown Design Committee,
claim differences in the plans re-
quire a new EIS.

In the NYPA case, the judge said
the State reached a conclusion that
it needed the power plants first,
then lined up its facts to support that
conclusion, rather than taking the
“hard look” required by law.  The
“hard look” concept is at issue in
the Southtown case, as well.

The Wednesday rulings have no
effect on separate Keyspan plans to
expand capacity at its power plant
directly across from Eastwood.

First, the numbers:  The cost spread between the Island House and
Westview apartments will narrow slightly after new rents approved by
the State take effect on May 1.

Over the next two years, Island House’s room rate will rise by $29.30
per month, while Westview will go up $27.46.  Half of the increase kicks
in this year, half on May 1, 2002.  Based on the new schedule, a 3.5-
room unit at Island House – the equivalent of a one-bedroom apartment
– will rent for $1,008.66 a month on May 1 (up about $51); its counter-
part in Westview will rent for $1099.98 (up about $48).

Westview’s increase is seven cents a room less than the midwinter
projection made by the State Division of Housing and Community Re-
newal after it evaluated a whopping $93-a-room rent increase sought by
the Roosevelt Island Housing Management Corp (RIHMC).  Island House,
which was confronted with a housing-company request for a $90 increase,
wound up paying a dollar more than the State’s initial projections.

On these facts, it is probably safe to say, all the parties to the so-called
Budget Rent Determination (BRD) for these Mitchell-Lama middle-in-
come housing projects could agree.  But the spin being put on the figures
this week is another story, as is the potential consequence for several
critical Island functions, such as police protection and child care.

Several residents said privately that they were relieved by the final
outcome, or felt that it matched their expectations.  They said they didn’t
think it was unfair, especially in light of the company’s original demands,
and the rising cost of electricity, which is included in the rent.

The owner, Charles Lucido, noted that rent increases in the four to five

der the Lease could, it is feared,
lead an increasingly income-ori-
ented RIOC Board to move for-
ward on development not fully in
line with the GDP’s provisions.

One example of such develop-
ment was the proposal, during the
RIOC administration of Dr. Jerome
Blue, to erect a twin-tower Marriott
Hotel on Southpoint.  While the
idea hasn’t been pressed forward
of late, it’s not certain that it has

breathed its last.
Currently, the RIOC Board is

looking favorably on the idea of
residential wings attached to a re-
habilitated Octagon Building, just
south of Coler Hospital.  A Con-
necticut firm, Becker and Becker,
has been given “site control” of the
Octagon, a first step toward final
designation as developer of the
property.  Some activist residents

See Grannis , page 5

See Rents , page 5
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Letters Policy:   The WIRE welcomes
letters to the Editor, to the community, and
to/from officials, and will consider publica-
tion on a Name Withheld basis, but the
writer’s name, address, and phone num-
ber must be provided.  Letters are subject
to acceptance.  Preferred methods of
submission:  PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy
disk left at 531 Main Street for The WIRE,
or by e-mail to MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com
(ASCII text preferred or use any word-
processing software, but no MSWord files
with macros).  Alternatives: Typed,
double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street
or faxed to (212) 755-2540.  Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered.  We can-
not take telephone dictation of letters.  All
letters are subject to editing for length
and clarity.

Letters deadline for
April 21 issue:  April 15
Letters received after deadline

will be considered on a
space-available basis
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To the Editor:
The letter from Judith Berdy in

the March 10 issue of The WIRE
complaining about the stores on the
Island was uncalled-for and inap-
propriate.  At a time when the mer-
chants are hurting, and need more
business to survive, her caustic
comments were tantamount to fi-
nancial ruin for them.

I have lived on the Island for
only a year and a half, and in that
time have shopped frequently in
the stores mentioned.  To me, it
is more important to be greeted
by a smile and a “hello” rather
than clean windows and a new
paint job.  In addition, the twine
handle on the freezer door at the
M&D Deli has never been a prob-
lem for me.

The owner and the help in the
Grog Shop are courteous and help-
ful no matter if you buy a ten-dol-
lar bottle of wine, or a case of Ca-
nadian Club.  The video store
serves a purpose on the Island as
both a place to rent movies and get
that item you need for your kitchen.
The owner of the stationery store
is one of the finest people I have
met on the Island, and I shall con-
tinue to shop there, “filthy win-
dows” not withstanding.  The new
owner of the vegetable store is try-
ing very hard to provide us with
fresh fruits and vegetables at com-
petitive prices.  I have yet to find
limes and avocados as fine as he
has.

I would have been more
pleased had she complained
about our “Megastore” on the Is-
land, and the amount of outdated
merchandise they have on their
shelves.

Donna Bell

Robert Ryan, President
RIOC
591 Main Street
Dear Mr. Ryan:

On a recent Wednesday evening
as I was circling the sixth floor of
Motorgate looking for a place to
park, I noticed quite a few new and
near-new Ford Focus cars parked
on the west side of the facility.  In
fact, there were 26.  Curious, I then
counted an additional 32 on the up-
ramp.  About half had the same
unusual license plate – the other
half had no license plate.  I am writ-
ing to ask if Motorgate has become
a car dealership?  Or were they sto-
len and harbored in Motorgate un-
til they could be unloaded else-
where?  You have recently autho-
rized an increase in parking fees for
Roosevelt Island residents, from
$170 to $180 a month, which I paid
for the first time this month.  Is
Motorgate charging the same
monthly rate for these vehicles?
Regardless of the fee, is it right that
a commercial car operation inter-
fere with residents’ ability to find
places to park in Motorgate?

Joseph H. Cruikshank

If you have attempted to send an e-mail letter to
The WIRE recently and suspect it may not have
reached us, that’s probably the case.  There was a mail
glitch at RCN that caused a substantial portion of mail
addressed to nyc10044@rcn.com to disappear into a
black hole.  The problem has now been fixed, but if you
wish to save a long-term e-mail address for The WIRE,
the one to use is MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com.

To the Editor:
Last week the Division of Hous-

ing and Community Renewal
(DHCR) determined that the rents
at Westview would increase by
4.5% in 2001 and an additional
4.5% in 2002 (total 9%).  This rent
hike is a result of an unexplained
urgency on the part of DHCR offi-
cials to please the Housing Com-
pany instead of looking at the facts
and doing their jobs.  Indeed, the
present 9% rent increase is com-
pletely unnecessary, as was the
prior 8.5% increase from 1999.

The Budget Rent Determination
process allows Roosevelt Island
Housing Management Corporation
(RIHMC) to project expenses and
income for the following two years
and ask for a rent adjustment if their
income projections do not meet
their expense projections.  DHCR
must carefully review such projec-
tions and make sure that they are
properly substantiated.  DHCR ac-
countants and engineers approve
every single contract over $5,000.
The role of DHCR is extremely
important as RIHMC has had a his-
tory of providing unsubstantiated
and at times misleading projec-
tions.

During the 1998/9 Rent Deter-
mination Process, for example,
RIHMC projected a total of
$2,324,000 needed for repairs and
replacements and asked for a sig-
nificant rent increase.  DHCR even-
tually approved $911,190, which
was paid in.  But RIHMC used only
a total of $546,918 in two years for
actual repairs and replacements.
The balance of the paid-in monies,
about $365,000 was not used to
improve the condition of the build-
ing, but was rather transferred di-
rectly to the reserve fund and
parked there.

When we first received the new
Budget from DHCR, we immedi-
ately noticed that we were required
to pay about $1.3 million in two
years for unspecified repairs and
replacements.  The Task Force re-
tained two construction engineers,
an energy conservation expert, and
two accountants to review RIHMC
expense records and to inspect the
building.  What we have found
shocked everyone.

The original lowest bidder on the
roof, BBR Contracting, suddenly
became the highest bidder.  The
current price that RIHMC agreed
to pay is about 40% higher than the
original bid, and almost double the
market price.  In terms of dollars,
Westview tenants are required to
pay about $400,000 in added cost.

Worse yet.  Instead of financing
the roof replacement over 15-18
years as legally required, RIHMC
boldly requires that Westview ten-
ants will front all the money
through a huge permanent rent in-
crease.

There is a $230,000 surplus in
the Reserve Replacement Fund
(over the mandatory level), but in-
stead of either using this surplus to
improve the condition of the build-
ing or return the money to the ten-
ants, RIHMC plans to increase this
surplus, using our rents, to over
$400,000.

Westview tenants pay on aver-
age $220 per month for energy,
precisely 231% more than the av-
erage monthly electricity bill in
NYC, only because RIHMC has
failed to perform the legally re-
quired Energy Audit Report and
thus failed to realize significant
cost savings.  Just a simple retro-
fitting of the hallways lighting
would save $73,554 annually.

If DHCR had listened to our
comments and forced RIHMC to
pay the market price for the roof

replacement, we could have saved
6% of our rents.  If DHCR had lis-
tened to our comments and forced
RIHMC to finance the roof replace-
ment over 15-18 years as legally
required, we could have saved an
additional 5% of our rents.  If
DHCR had listened to our com-
ments and forced RIHMC to use
the $230,000 Reserve Surplus, we
could have saved an additional 4%
of our rents.  If DHCR had listened
to our comments and forced RIHM
to substantiate all expenses, we
could have ended up with a 15%
rent reduction instead of a 9% rent
increase.  These are the facts and
they are undisputed.

This Rent Determination process
is not over.  Luckily, the very same
laws that provide government with
power to determine our rents, pro-
vide the tenants with protection
against incompetent government,
waste and mismanagement.

Finally, I call upon the
leaderships of Island House and
Eastwood to take a hard look at the
realities of your own buildings as
they relate to the issues raised by
Westview.  You’d probably find a
very similar situation: waste, over-
priced contracts, fronting of major
capital expenditures, overfunded
cash reserve, unsubstantiated ex-
penses, and inadequate mainte-
nance.  It’s time we join forces.

Opher Pail
Chair, Westview Task Force

To the Editor:
Thank you for your outstanding

coverage of the Roosevelt Island
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  That was
a wonderful picture of me on the
front page.  Who’s the guy with the
bagpipe?

However, on the same page there
was an article about a robbery at
the Post Office.  The suspect was
identified as having an “Irish ac-
cent.”

I realize you are not to blame but
I have been “interviewed” by,
among others, the FBI, the Secret
Service, the Postal Police, the
NYPD, and the St. Patrick’s Day
Watchdog Committee of the Arch-
diocese of New York.

I wish your readers to know that
I had nothing to do with the Post
Office matter and I have no inten-
tion of appearing on 60 Minutes to
discuss the issue.

I hope this letter will put an end
to the accusations.

Jim Whalen
Founder,

RI St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Again, Self-Governance
It’s back.
But it’s back with more urgency than last year or the year

before.
Once again, Assemblymember Pete Grannis has started the

ball rolling on legislation that would put residents in charge of
RIOC.  It’s not such a unique idea, after all – citizens of a com-
munity electing those who guide it.  It’s as American as... well,
America.

And while we wait...
Roosevelt Island’s physical resources continue to deterio-

rate, as the State continues in a long-term casting about for
some way to get it right.  The idea of the season is full-throttle
catch-as-cash-can development of whatever resources can be
marketed on whatever formula will prop up RIOC’s creaky fi-
nancial structure.  Cash in on what we have to sell, the reason-
ing goes, and we’ll be able to take care of things.

But taking care of things means more than producing some
outcome that generates funding for the repairs the Island needs.
Taking care of things means paying attention, all the time,
and doing it right depends on a level of skill that seems unat-
tainable in the bulk of personnel the State sends in to do the
job.

It’s an item of consuming interest that the minds being
applied to the problems and opportunities of Roosevelt Island
have wildly different qualifications:

• There’s the RIOC Board, unelected, too many non-resi-
dent, mostly paying attention once a month or less.

• There’s the Residents Association Common Council,
living here and living with the Island’s problems and with its
future.

And if you listen to the discussion of the Island’s critical
issues at RIOC Board meetings, and then at RIRA Common
Council meetings, you can see and hear – even feel – the differ-
ence.  The RIOC Board acts like a doctor who’s decided on a
cure and is trying to fit the illness to the treatment he has in
mind.  (Right now, it’s development in overdrive.)  Members of
the RIRA Common Council, on the other hand, can often be
seen to be working their way thoughtfully through the prob-
lems of the Island.

Oddly, the group that has the power is the unelected group
that largely doesn’t live here and tends to pay attention once a
month.  And the group that is power-starved is the elected group
that does live here and has to pay attention all the time.

The Grannis legislation seeks, once again, to correct that
incongruity and set things right.

Godspeed.

Diversity & Community
This issue of The WIRE – from the CYO Fashion Show to a

PS/IS 217 field trip, from the excitement of new buildings at
Southtown to the fund-raising to contest their placement, from
the struggles of the Westview Task Force to the promise of a
new computer lab at the school – this issue shows slices of this
community that make it feel like what it is:  Home.

DL
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The
RIRA
Column

Matthew Katz
Residents Association President

Continuing through Sat., April 14, 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. (except
Thursdays and Sundays), Exhibition – Housing New York: Ed Logue
and His Architects, presented by the Architectural League and the Mu-
nicipal Art Society, at MAS, 457 Madison Avenue (between 50th/51st).
Residential projects of the Urban Development Corporation, including
Roosevelt Island.  Information:  935-3960.

Wednesdays, April-June , 11:00 a.m., Children’s
Picture Book Hour for ages 2 and up, Library.

Sun., Apr. 8, 4:00 p.m., Dedication of Memorial
Plaque and Good Shepherd banner in honor of the
late Rev. Oliver T. Chapin, Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd.

Thur., Apr. 12, cancelled, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board
of Directors meeting.  See May 10.

Wed., Apr. 18, 8:00 p.m., Community Board 8
Roosevelt Island Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd.  Discussion of proposals for rehabilitation of the Roosevelt Island
Bridge.

Fri.-Sun., Apr. 20-22, Main Street Teen Theatre, Museum, a play
by Tina Howe.  Fri. and Sat., 8:00 p.m., Sun. 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
All seats $10.  Reservations, 371-4449.

Sat., April 21, next issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Deadlines:
Advertising in the paper, Fri., Apr. 13; decision on stuffers for The Bag,
Mon., Apr. 16; materials due Thur., Apr. 19.  Future issues:  May 5, 19;
June 2, 30; Aug. 4, then every two weeks starting early in September.
Phone/fax for news, 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising in-
quiries, 751-8214/755-2540; to list your organization’s Island events
here (no charge), fax information to 755-2540, or e-mail
MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com.

Sun., Apr. 22, postponed, No Place Like Home.  See May 6.
Tue., Apr. 24, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group, Ship Fever by

Ancrea Barrett, Library.
Fri., Apr. 27, 10:30 a.m., Internet

Workshop on setting up a free e-mail
account, Library.

Fri.-Mon., April 27-30 , Main
Street Teen Theatre, Pippin, a musi-
cal version with original music by Bob
McDowell.  Fri.-Sat., 8:00 p.m.; Sun.
2:30 p.m., Mon. 7:30 p.m.  Adults $10;
children 5-12, $8.  Reservations, 371-4449.

Wed., May 2, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Fri., May 4, 10:30 a.m., Library Toddler Program  for children 24-
36 months, Library (first of four sessions; also May 18, 25, June 1).

Sat., May 5, 1:00 p.m., Cat Show, Eastwood Amphitheater (behind
pizzeria at 536 Main Street).  $5 entry fee and form required; contact
Fay Vass at 755-4089.

Sun., May 6, 7:30 p.m., No Place Like Home, historical script by the
late Rev. Oliver Chapin, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  An oral and
slide history of the Island.  Admission $8, seniors and students, $5.

Thur., May 10, rescheduled to 5:30 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors
meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  (Meeting normally begins with
an executive session.  The public session, a Town Hall Meeting, is ex-
pected to begin at about 7:30.)

Fri., May 18, 10:30 a.m., Library Toddler Program  for children
24-36 months, Library (second of four sessions; also May 25, June 1).

May 18-20, Main Street Children’s Theatre, Hollywood Musicals,
a dance program; performance times to be announced.

Tue., May 22, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group, Corelli’s Mando-
lin by Louise de Bernieres, Library.

Fri., May 25, 10:30 a.m., Library Toddler Program  for children
24-36 months, Library (third of four sessions; also June 1).

Fri., June 1, 10:30 a.m., Library Toddler Program  for children 24-
36 months, Library (last of four sessions).

Wed., June 6, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Thur., June 14, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Monday
12:45, Arts & Crafts  (RIDA)

Tuesday
10:00, Jazzercise
1:00, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well (stretch)
10:00, English as 2nd Lang.
7:00, Glee Club Choral Group

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
6:30, Dance Class

Friday
9:00, Citizenship
10:00, English as 2nd Lang.

Special Events
Mon., Apr. 9, 11:45, Visit from

Councilmember Gifford Miller
Tue., Apr. 10, 7:00, RISA Meet-

ing – nominations
Wed., Apr. 11, 12:30, Pain

Management Lecture
Mon., Apr. 16, 12:30, Lecture:

Reduced-Fare MetroCard
by Mail  (postponed from 3/9)

Wed., Apr. 18, RISA Atlantic
City Trip

Wed., Apr. 18, 12:15, Calligra-
phy Class

Fri., Apr. 20, 12:30, Volunteer
Recognition/Birthday Party

Mon., Apr. 23, 12:30, Lecture on
Wills, Living Wills, and Power
of Attorney

Tue., Apr. 24, 12:45, Crime
Victims Week Lecture

Wed., May 2, 12:30, EPIC
Lecture (new guidelines)

Senior Center

Compiled by WIRE staff – Fax information to 755-2540
e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com

or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information
to mainstreetwire@rcn.com, fax
to 755-2540, or leave copy at
desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.

Public Safety Blotter
appears this issue on

Website NYC10044
with supplemental materials on

many WIRE reports

www.nyc10044.com

About subscriptions:  The WIRE does not solicit off-Island subscriptions but,
as a courtesy, provides first-class mailing on day of publication.  The cost is $50/
year (for about 24 issues) to cover postage and materials.  A check payable to
The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address, to The WIRE, 531 Main Street
#413, NYC10044.

PS217 Seeks
Assistant Principal

Twelve parents of children at PS/
IS 217 were selected by the PTA
to participate on a committee that
will recommend candidates for per-
manent assistant principal.  In pre-
vious years, the school had an ad-
ministrative assistant to perform
tasks handled in most schools by
an assistant principal.  District 2 has
now provided funds for a perma-
nent assistant principal.

The committee will also include
two teachers elected by the faculty,
principal Sherry Gregory, a repre-
sentative from DC37, and the dis-
trict superintendent’s designee.
The committee will meet over a
period of several months to review
resumes, interview candidates, and
recommend five to the superinten-
dent, who makes the final decision.
Committee members hope this pro-
cess will result in a permanent se-
lection in time for the beginning of
the next school year in September.

Sharon Jeffrey-Roebuck, who
has been interim assistant princi-
pal since September, is a candidate
and will continue to serve on an
interim basis while the formal se-
lection procedure takes place.

The parent members of the com-
mittee will be: Rose McCarthy,

A nice thing happened to me a week or so ago, and I thought I would
share it with you.  Susan Cohen, guidance counselor at our own PS/IS
217, had invited me to participate in their seventh annual Career Day
program, and I was pleased to say yes.  We were a motley group of about
thirty residents and friends of the Island when we met in the Library for
an impromptu briefing and a bit of breakfast.

Principal Sherry Gregory and Mireille Neuprez, a school volunteer
who coordinated the event, welcomed us and explained the morning’s
game plan.  In chatting with my fellow presenters and in reading the
program, I was delighted to learn of the range of professions represented
that day.  We were doctors and diplomats (Jack Resnick, Lawrence

Itskowitch, James Flanagan and
Mosud Mannan), consultants and
court reporters (Tracey Strauss and
Chloe Grimes), milliners, manicur-
ists and musicians (Suzanne
Newman, Cynthia Ahn Choi, Roy
Eaton, and Marty Dinerstein).
There were several UN interpret-
ers (Gabriel and Christiane Milev,
and Jean Neuprez) and our own
City Councilmember, Gifford

Miller, who took the time to participate and to help dedicate the new
school Computer Lab later in the morning.  Doryne Isley, general man-
ager of the Roosevelt Island Housing Management Corporation, was
there, as were many others.  We were to divide up into groups of three or
four who then presented our occupations to classes of sixth- and sev-
enth-graders.

My group included a secretary/program officer who is an expert ste-
nographer (Linda Pickett), and a UN demographer who also has written
seventeen (seventeen!) published romance novels (Gwendolyn Acsadi).
Our group was rounded out with a
media consultant who also happens
to edit this newspaper (Dick some-
thing-or-other) and yours truly.  I was
there to talk about my career as a
meeting planner, not as a community
activist.  I mentioned, as did the oth-
ers, how I got into my profession,
what I liked about it, and what at-
tributes made me successful in its
pursuit.  But what was uniform about
all our spiels, what we all had in com-
mon, was the yen for reading and
writing that we carried from child-
hood.  In presentations to two groups
of children, each of us expressed a
lifelong thirst for the written word
that we urged upon our audiences.  I
expect the participants in the other
classrooms had similar experiences.

The glow from this nice day had all but faded last weekend, when I ran
into a group of kids from the school in front of my building.  They recog-
nized me from Career Day and from my picture in this column.  And
then, one boy said that his teacher had them read and discuss my column.
Well!  What a remarkable compliment.  I think I grinned for the rest of
the day.  What more could a writer want than to know that he’s being
read, and as part of a school curriculum?

Community activism is its own reward, but sometimes something nice
happens to remind you why you bother.  This was one of those times.

Chapin

Eastwood Building
Committee Plans
an Island Cat Show

Next month will bring a Cat
Show to Roosevelt Island.

The Eastwood Building Commit-
tee (EBC) is putting on the show,
open to all cats and their Islanders,
on May 5 as a fundraiser for its le-
gal activity related to rent in-
creases.  The event is scheduled for
May 5, 1:00-4:00 p.m., in the
Eastwood Amphitheater (behind
the pizzeria).

Entry fees are $5 per cat, and
entry consists of submitting cat’s
name and breed, resident’s name
(no breed required), phone number,
and building/apartment to one of
the show’s organizers.  They are
Virginia Granato (510 Main Street,
apartment 423), Fay Vass (510,
462), and Cookie Lugo (510, 432).
The show flyer promises “a
purrfectly wonderful afternoon” and
“gifts for all contestants,” plus prizes
for first, second, and third place.

Cookbook Being
Planned as RIRA
Legal Fund Boost

The Roosevelt Island Residents
Association’s (RIRA) Legal Action
Fund Committee (LAFC) is
launching a fundraiser that will pro-
duce a Roosevelt Island Interna-
tional Cookbook.  The committee
hopes to take advantage of the cul-
tural and culinary diversity of the
Island.

The project is intended to col-
lect and preserve many of the
Island’s unique recipes, perhaps
using some of them in future
RIRA/LAFC-sponsored events.
The plan includes having a short
history or other story accompany
each recipe.  According to com-
mittee members Marguerite
Camaiore and Sherie Helstien
(Chair), the committee hopes that
this will make it more than just a
book about food, but a way to
help people of diverse cultures
better understand and appreciate
the differences and similarities
we all share, and make it a more
interesting book to read.

LAFC plans to start publishing
by the end of Spring and is seeking
the community’s help collecting
recipes.  Any interested cooks who
are willing to share their cooking
or baking secrets are asked to drop
off their recipes and a history at the
Island House door station ad-
dressed to LAFC members Mar-
guerite Camaiore or Frank Farance,
with photographs if available, or to
e-mail them to sparky@farance.com or
helkatz@rcn.com.

Revenue from the sale of the
cookbook will support current
and possible future legal actions
decided upon by the Common
Council of the Residents Associa-
tion.  RIRA’s current attorneys,
De Forest and Duer, have been on
retainer for a year and a half and
are currently representing RIRA
in its intervention into the Article
78 proceeding brought last year
against the RIOC Board’s accep-
tance of the current plan for
Southtown.

R.I. Bridge a
Topic for CB8
Meeting Here

The future of the Roosevelt Is-
land Bridge will be discussed
Wednesday evening, April 18,
when representatives of the City
Department of Transportation ap-
pear at the Community Board 8
meeting on Roosevelt Island.  The
CB8 meeting is scheduled for 7:00
p.m. in Good Shepherd Chapel.
Some proposals for rehabilitation
of the bridge include deactivation
and removal of the lift system, and
possible removal of the towers.

Judy Berdy, a member of the
Residents Association Common
Council who alerted The WIRE to
the scheduled discussion, said,
“Community input into this plan is
very important.  Also, the impor-
tance of keeping the bridge open
during any repairs must be empha-
sized to the Department of Trans-
portation staff.”

Color photos of the bridge and
an excerpt from the Department of
Transportation website with infor-
mation on how the bridge works are
available on Website NYC10044 at
www.nyc10044.com/wire/2115/bridge.html.

Wendy Hersh, Sandy Newell,
Emma Sosa, Lydia Tong, Carol
Elves, Tony Monroe, Geneva
Barbera, Mary O’Brien Miranda,
Erin Feely-Nahem, Olya Stern and
Mosud Mannan.
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere  – Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

The Trip to the Hospital
by Djordje Vuckovic
Class 301, PS/IS 217

Today my class and I went on a trip, but not just any trip.  We went to the “New York
Children’s Hospital” in Queens.  It was a very special trip because we saved money from
the “Penny Harvest.”  We used it to buy books at Barnes & Noble for the children in the
hospital.  So today we went to bring the books for the children.  It was not just any trip
because what we did was very special.  It brought lots of happiness to the sick children in
the hospital.

When we got to the hospital, they had many things planned for us.  First, they took us into
the auditorium and gave each of us a folder with things in it.  Each folder contained a
certificate, a “Prescription for Reading,” a book, and a coloring book which had real facts
about immunization.  Then, they gave us a box with a few bandages and either a nurse hat
with words, “Future Nurse” or something that you put around your head with words, “Fu-
ture Doctor.”  Next, a woman read a book to us about a bear named Corduroy.  Last came
my favorite part.  It was when we watched the clown.  She was so funny, she knew lots of
tricks, and she even painted our faces or gave us a balloon.

After we left the hospital, we went to the pizzeria.  There I ate two slices of pizza.  Then
after all of us finished, Mrs. Berman gave out the little green toys left for us by the doctors
in the hospital.  That was what happened on the trip.

Photo coverage
by Zachary Horvet
of Common Cents
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Live Piano

RIDE
FREE

Fri & Sat eve
(Kitchen open till 1AM)

Italian Grill

Free Token!
Minimum $12 purchase, limit one per person.

Not to be combined with other offers.

60th Street & 2nd Avenue

FAVIA

Brick Oven Pizza
Items Grilled & Baked

Broiled SeafoodFresh Pasta$3 Draft Beer

Ride the Tram home free after dining at Favia
Minimum purchase of $12
Limit one per person
Subject to proof of valid residency

“GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions
that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”

-New York Times

“Best Pizza in NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it’s light.”

-NY Daily News

Roosevelt

Islanders

Computer
Lab
Dedicated
At the end of Career Day last
week at PS/IS 217, City
Councilmember Gifford Miller
(at left) helped dedicate the
school’s new computer lab, for
which he helped find funding.

Teen
Theatre

Rehearses
Tink (Emily Goodridge) takes

refuge among the soft
sculptures in an art exhibit as

horrified patrons (Terence
Trouillot and Hanna Jamal) and
the guard (Matthew Davidowitz)
look on.  The Main Street Teen

Theatre will stage Museum for 4
performances April 20-22.  Call

371-4449 for reservations.

hold that the Octagon site may be developed only as a park.
Others feel the derelict Octagon can only be rescued by such
a project, and that the rescue should get under way before
the building is further damaged by weather or calamity.  (The
building was gutted in a Labor Day fire in 1999.)

Finally, appeals have been filed in two actions against
RIOC approval of construction on the sports field north of
the Nurses Residence, or CNR.  Two resident groups con-
tend that RIOC violated the GDP in approving construction
on a six-acre area between Northtown and Southtown.
RIOC, which won in the lower court, contends that Eastwood
and Rivercross were overbuilt onto the parkland a quarter-
century ago, and that the roughly three acres remaining are
all the land there is for Blackwell Park.

The sole provision of Grannis’s bill reads, in part, “real
property which is designated as open space areas in the
[GDP] shall be designated as New York State parkland and
no further development or construction shall be permitted...”
The bill says the designated areas “shall include but not be
limited to Lighthouse Park, Octagon Park, Blackwell Park,
and Southpoint Park.”

Grannis’s bill, numbered 6253, is available on the Internet
at http://assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A06253&sh=t.

Grannis was away from his office at deadline and unavail-
able for comment.

percent range for New York City represented a good deal
for the tenants, but would force the company to cut costs –
an approach that could affect not only the residents but also
community organizations that use the buildings.

Opher Pail, Chair of the Westview Task Force, said he
was “very disappointed in the whole process,” despite his
relative success in holding down the increase.  He declared
that the battle was not over.  In a letter to The WIRE (page
2), he summarized the information gathered by the task force,
with the idea of mobilizing the other Mitchell-Lama rental com-
plexes – Island House and Eastwood – behind a further chal-
lenge.  He said he was “looking at the possibility of legal ac-
tion” because the law gives “special protection to tenants in
our situation from incompetent government.”

Pail criticized DHCR for failing to look seriously at the
technical and financial issues the Task Force had raised over
the past several months.  He characterizes the increase as
nine percent, based on the difference between the current
rent and the 2002 charge, but a more accurate comparison,
based on cumulative spending over the next two years com-
pared with the current rent, is 6.8 percent.  And for Island
House, the per-room cost increase over two years is 8 percent.

In any case, the BRD has run its course and a spokes-
woman for the DHCR said Thursday that any further ap-
peal by the tenants would have to be litigated.

Lucido was also critical of the agency, saying the com-
pany had unsuccessfully amended its request in an attempt
to recover higher utility costs.  The company also failed to
persuade DHCR to include in the budget a 27 percent in-
crease for Island Public Safety services imposed at the last
minute, March 1, by the Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.

“They can’t operate as though this is a privately-funded
market,” he said.  “We abide by rent-stabilization rules and
so should RIOC.”

Island House, which has 400 units, is now paying $205,192
annually for Public Safety, an increase of more than $43,000;
Westview, with 371 units, is paying $183,593, up $39,000
from the year before.  For a one-bedroom apartment in these
buildings, RIOC’s assessment will eat away almost 20 per-
cent of the impending rent increase.

That leaves Lucido with less money to operate, and he
said he was troubled by the inconsistency displayed by the
State in its rent deliberations.  RIOC, after all, is part of the
same department that sets the rent for middle-income hous-

Grannis from page 1

See Rents , page 8

Rents from page 1
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Dancin’ Dancin’ Dancin’!  These kids all danced the meringue at one of the Roosevelt Island Youth Program’s Friday night events in the auditorium at PS/IS 217.  The Youth Program is running a series
of concerts for adults about once a month.  No future schedule was available at press time; watch for announcements on the Main Street kiosks.

Scenes from the Island’s Family Album

The CYO Fashion Show
Photo coverage by Vicki Feinmel



A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away

NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more

Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person

Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
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Comparison Shopper Rides Againand Saves!

If tax time is putting the squeeze on your budget, you may be able to gain some relief when you buy your groceries.  Here’s how
four stores, Gristede’s on Roosevelt Island, Trade Fair on 36th Avenue in Long Island City, Associated on Broadway in Astoria,
and Food Emporium in Bridgemarket on 60th and 1st Avenue, fared in a recent price comparison.  Prices were checked during a
four-day period in March.  Items are listed by size and brand, and the lowest price for each item is highlighted.

You will also find a handy clip&save list of phone numbers, hours, and services each store provides.

ing: “RIOC and DHCR share the same commis-
sioner,” he said.  “The agencies are interlocked and
their actions should be coordinated.” Instead, in this
case, one part of the agency imposed higher fees
and another part disallowed them, even though its
job is to balance costs and revenue in setting rents.

Lucido said he was well aware that in many fami-
lies, “even $10 a month is tough to budget.” He
said he was sympathetic to the needs of these resi-
dents, but at the same time he had to work within
the State-approved budget.

Staffing in the buildings won’t be cut, he said,
but other expenses will have to be curtailed.  At
Island House, the first casualty will again be the
company’s perennial proposal to refurbish the swim-
ming pool.  Some maintenance work may have to
be rescheduled.  As Doryne Isley, RIHMC’s gen-
eral manager, said, “Obviously, we’ll have to re-
shuffle the deck.”

Lucido said he had his eye on the other side of
the ledger as well, and was trying to collect on util-
ity bills from RIOC, which is housed in Westview,
and from the Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, with
quarters in Island House.

Businesses in the buildings were separately me-
tered in October and now pay directly to ConEd, he
said.  But he asserted that RIOC owes the housing
company $100,000 for two-and-a-half years of util-
ity services prior to its metering, and that the Day
Nursery, a nonprofit organization, owes $4,995.42
for electricity from Nov. 1, 2000, to Jan. 25, 2001.

Lucido said that these bills were “unfairly tax-
ing” the residents and that RIOC and Day Nursery,
for example, refused to recognize that “it’s in the
tenants’ rents.”

Isley amplified this point, saying, “Given the cur-
rent cost of electricity, it is certainly unfair for Is-
land House to have the burden of subsidizing the
Day Nursery for the benefit of the entire commu-
nity.”  A similar argument was made by the resi-
dents themselves, during rent hearings, when they
opposed reopening the pool.

Patrick Siconolfi, who was DHCR’s director of
finance before being posted to Roosevelt Island as
RIOC’s chief financial officer – and who is widely
credited with straightening out RIOC’s books fol-
lowing the contentious regime of former RIOC
President Jerome Blue – has not responded to
The WIRE’s requests for comment on the Public
Safety or utility questions over a period of several
weeks, despite repeated telephone calls and other
requests for information.  But Sara Seiden, the di-
rector of the Day Nursery, whose work with Island
children dates to 1979, said she has been dueling
with Lucido on the electricity matter.

Over 20 years, she said, the Island has always
supported community-service organizations free of
charge – both in terms of space and utilities – be-
cause of what they do to serve the whole Island.
Under the housing company’s ground lease with
RIOC, she said, it is mandated to provide day care.
She said the day-care center, which now serves 65
children, many on a subsidized basis, deserves treat-
ment equal to that of the senior or youth centers.
She said she does not feel that the nursery should
be treated “like a commercial space on Main Street.”

Seiden noted that the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association at one time had considered the idea of
an Island-wide community service fee, charged to
everyone who lives here, which would fairly ap-
portion the cost of all community activities, includ-
ing day care.

“I would like to work with them to make sure that
each building pays its fair share for day care and
any other services,” she said.  “What we use the
money for is really subsidizing the cost of Roosevelt
Island mixed-income families.”

Seiden’s comments were in line with the general
tenor of remarks following the State’s rent order,
which went out late last week.

The common denominator appeared to be a de-
sire for improved communications.  Thus, Isley said
that in her dealings with RIOC on the public-safety
issue, “We’re trying, in a gentlemanly – or a wom-
anly – fashion, for lack of a better term, to resolve
our issues and bring our points to the table and hope
they listen to the arguments we’re putting forward.”

Lucido said: “We’re all in this together and to
the extent that people are unhappy that we’re not
spending money on some areas, and the money is
not there to be spent, we’re at cross purposes.”

Leon Lowder, an accountant for the Westview
Task Force, said the same principle applies to the
company.  There would have been a lot less suspi-
cion, he said, if the owners had made an effort to
educate the tenants about energy consumption.
Where were the fliers urging people to cut energy
costs by turning down the heat during the day?  Why
don’t the radiators in the hallways have knobs to
turn them down?  “People would respond,” he said,
“to a rational approach.”

Rents from page 5; starts on page 1
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Information current as of April 2001

by Maurice Bleifeld
After the long winter, the Roosevelt Island landscape is fi-

nally brightening up with clusters of cheerful white flowers that
burst into bloom at the beginning of April.  They exploded into
view on Callery Pear trees even before the leaves had a chance
to unfurl.

You’ll find Callery Pear trees along the length of Main Street
between Manhattan Park and Blackwell House.  There is a group
of three of them across from the Post Office.  Below the bridge
ramp, there’s a cluster of five attractive ones dominating the area.
And continuing along Main Street, there’s another opposite PS/
IS 217, showing off in a line of honey
locust trees.

You’ll see more Callery Pear trees
in front of the Youth Center at the
south end of Eastwood and at the
curb of Blackwell House.  Across the
street, there’s one at the southern
curb of Rivercross, and another in the
Plaza behind Good Shepherd
Chapel.  And when you venture up
to Lighthouse Park, you’ll see four
more, planted to replace weeping willow trees that were toppled
by a storm some years ago.

You may wonder about this display of a tree you may never
have heard of before now, but Callery Pears are recommended
as street trees by the Department of Parks as hardy survivors
capable of thriving under city conditions.  Their popularity has
grown rapidly over the last 25 years.

The Callery Pear (Pyrus Calleryana)
is now one of the more commonly-
planted trees in large eastern cities.
The Roosevelt Island Tree Board first
introduced it on the Island a few years
ago as a way of diversifying the local
tree population.

An additional treat is in store in
front of Goldwater Memorial Hospi-
tal at Cherry Tree Walk, where massed ranks of Japanese Flow-
ering Cherry Trees are about to bloom.  More can be seen the
length of Eastwood on the river, and in a few other places on the
Island.

Seasons

Island’s Trees
About to Flower

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
Cherry tree blossoms will soon overhang Cherry Tree Walk on the
Island’s west shore at Goldwater Hospital and here, on the east seawall
along the length of Eastwood.

Margery Rubin
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FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert Tailor
on Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premises

571 Main St.

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 21 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

Classified
50 cents/word

751-8214
Deadline for April 21 issue:  April 13

LOOK & FEEL GREAT!  Use Herbalife products.  Call Michelle Vidra
after 7:00 p.m.  486-4297.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST
– Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificates available.   (212) 759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  – Dolores Green
223-4077.

CAT-SITTER – I need an occasional cat-sitter (Island resident) who can
give insulin injections to a diabetic cat.  (212) 752-1297.

MASSAGE – THE PERFECT GIFT  – Relaxation and Pain Relief,
Swedish, pregnancy, acupressure and medical massage.  NYS Licensed
Massage Therapist, certified in pregnancy massage.  Island resident.
Reasonable rates.  Gift certificates available.  Zen Marie Holmes LMT.
(212) 613-3010.

EXPERIENCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR  available for private
lessons.  Call 917-293-2436.

ELDER LAW  – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning, and Living Wills.  Free Home Consultation.  Steven M.
Ratner, Esq., 375 Park Avenue, New York, NY  (212) 754-9117.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  – Ongoing registration
for dance  and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing &
furniture gladly accepted.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER – Excellent references.  Free estimate –
751-8214.

BRASIL BRAZIL APARTMENT CLEANING  – Let our dynamic teams of
professionals thoroughly and cheerfully clean and disinfect your
apartment.  We include supplies and equipment in our reasonable charge.
Gift Certificates available.  Call or e-mail for free estimate: (347) 661-7438
(cellular), mario2001@earthlink.net.  Check our website:  http://
home.earthlink.net/~mario2001.

REACH all of Roosevelt
Island with your WIRE
classified in this space.
Call Ellen Levy at 751-8214.
Just 50 cents a word opens
up the possibilities.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214

Celebrate Good Friday
with Music and Prayer

Good Friday, April 13, 1:00 p.m.

Franz Joseph Haydn

Seven Last Words of Christ
(string quartet version)

The Bordeaux String Quartet
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Free admission
Presented by the Parish of St. Frances Cabrini

Artists provided by River Music



752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

Oh, Let This Be Spring...
... and let us welcome it, faces turned
upward to the promise of sunshine,
instead of downward in avoidance of
foul weather.  It’s been a hard winter

all the way around.  Whatever’s
happening outside, though, you can
always find a cup of hot coffee and a

warm greeting when you come in out of
the weather and join us at Trellis.

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Don�t wait until the last minute �
Schedule your child�s camp
and school physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

Mount Tom
Day Camp

For Boys & Girls 3-13

Just minutes away to a safe and wonderful experience!
We’ve been serving Manhattan children with excellence for

43 years

For discerning parents ... visit and compare

We are only 20-25 minutes from Roosevelt Island.
Direct and free transportation from Roosevelt Island to our

magnificent school/estate premises.

WE HAVE:   3 pools • animal farm • full tennis program
amphitheater • Japanese art • nature & ecology

music & drama • ballfields • hot lunch • gymnastics

renowned professional staff

Selecting a summer program for your child is one
of the most important decisions you will make as

a parent.  There is a difference.

Call or Write

(914) 636-8130
48 Mount Tom Road, New Rochelle, NY 10805
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122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016

EASTER SCHEDULE at

ST. FRANCES CABRINI PARISH

Palm Sunday
Saturday, April 7th, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 8th, 8:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Stations
Wednesday, April 11th, 7:00 p.m.

Holy Thursday
Thursday, April 12th, 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday
Friday, April 13th, 3:00 p.m.

Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 14th, 8:00 p.m.

Easter
Sunday, April 15th, 8:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

The Catholic Parish of
St. Frances X. Cabrini

welcomes the following persons:

Jessica Sade Blackman
Jae Nathanyl Parker
Kelsey Taylor Parker

who will receive all the sacraments of initiation

Irene Jeter Bryant
Adaeze Ofonagoro

who will be received into the Church

Stephanie Carrol-Descoteaux
Marcie Cole

who will be confirmed

Easter Vigil
April 14, 8:00 p.m.

in Good Shepherd Chapel


