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New York National Bank Plans to
Take Over Chase’s Island Branch
Olga Mendez’s Initiative Finds Banker for Island

RI Artists Join in ArtFrenzy
The Roosevelt Island Artists Association (RIAA) is calling for Island

artists of all mediums and styles to become involved in the first annual
Queens ArtFrenzy next month.  The three-day event will start with an
opening reception Thursday, May 17, and run through Sunday, May 20.

Sponsored by the Queens Council on the Arts and the Long Island City
Business Development Corporation, the festival will encompass events in
Long Island City, Astoria, and Sunnyside, as well as Roosevelt Island.

Island artists interested in participating should call 613-0006, leaving
a name and phone number if a machine answers.

Visitors to the event will be able to take free shuttle buses from a main
tent at Court Square Park to a planned range of museum and gallery
openings, theater pieces, a film festival at two locations including
Kaufman Astoria Studios, literary events, musical events featuring a va-
riety of styles, a boxing tournament, a “cyberCity Street Fair,” and a
food court.  Fireworks are planned for Gantry State Park (across from
Southpoint), along with a concert by the Queens Symphony Orchestra.
Children’s mural projects will be conducted by well-known muralists,
according to ArtFrenzy’s press kit.  Three bus loops will be offered:  an
“open-studio loop,” a “cultural institution/studio loop,” and an “open
studio/Kaufman loop.”

Participating institutions, in addition to RIAA, include the Isamu
Noguchi Garden Museum, PS1 Contemporary Art Center, the Center for
the Holographic Arts, the MTA, and the Museum of Modern Art.  Addi-
tional information is available on the event website at www.artfrenzy.net.

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
Patrons at a modern art exhibit puzzle over the meaning of a sculpture in the
Main Street Teen Theatre’s production of Museum, playing this weekend.  (Tickets
and information:  371-4449.)  Among the cast of 19 are (left to right): David
Kimball-Stanley, Valentina Lugo, Gilbert Valdes, Nadine Anglesey, James
Barniker, Mariama Diallo, Emily Leavitt.

A minority-owned federally-
chartered bank is nearly set to step
into place in July when Chase Bank
abandons its Island branch.

New York National Bank
(NYNB) expects to open at the Is-
land location the day after Chase
leaves, scheduled for July.  The
bank would be open Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Saturdays.  The
Saturday hours would be intended
to encourage residents who nor-
mally do their banking during
working hours at Chase branches
in the City to keep their accounts
at the Island branch.

The institution’s president,
Serafin Mariel, appeared Wednes-
day night at a meeting of Commu-
nity Board 8 (CB8) held in the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, and
received the Board’s endorsement
of the concept of a “banking devel-
opment district” on Roosevelt Is-
land.  That status,
which is expected to
be granted by the New
York State Banking
Department, required
the endorsement of
the Manhattan Bor-
ough Board, which
was expected to be
given on Thursday.
The status will allow
the State Comptroller
to deposit State funds
in the branch at a
lower rate of interest
than the funds might
otherwise earn.  That arrangement
would provide a two-year jump-
start for the branch.

Mariel told the members of CB8
that the Roosevelt Island opportu-
nity was first brought to his atten-
tion by State Senator Olga Mendez
when she learned that Chase
planned to close its branch here.
Chase also contacted NYNB.
Mariel said his institution is in ne-
gotiations with Chase for a ten-year
lease for the bank quarters.  The
lease would include two five-year
options to extend, for a total of 20
years.

“We’ve done our analysis,”
Mariel told CB8.  “We look at com-
munities that need a bank.  This
community is a very good commu-
nity from an economic point of
view.  If people really want the
bank and they support it and the
bank extends itself to give services,
we can have a viable operation
here.”

He continued, “If all the [Chase]
deposits were to stay, a $20 mil-
lion branch would be fine.  Cutting

that in half makes it more mar-
ginal.”  The figures refer to total
deposits.  Mariel said that because
many of Chase’s Island customers
probably do their banking at Chase
branches in the City, he expects
only about half the business to re-
main at the Island branch when

NYNB takes over.
In a telephone inter-

view Thursday, Mariel
said NYNB will prob-
ably have a representa-
tive at the Island’s
Chase branch starting
next month to talk with
customers and familiar-
ize them with NYNB in
an effort to make the
transition as smooth as
possible.  He said Chase
has been very coopera-
tive in planning for the
change.

“In each of the areas we serve,
we consider those ‘our’ communi-
ties,” Mariel said.  “Roosevelt Is-
land is a unique community, and
for our philosophy, it really fits.
Since we’re a community bank,
we want to participate in its de-
velopment.”

NYNB’s history is rooted in the
South Bronx where, in 1982, it
bought a branch about to close.  It
has since sought to serve areas
that constitute “underbanked or
unbanked communities,” accord-
ing to Mariel.  He said the bank
will offer all commercial bank
services at competitive rates, “in
some cases better than Chase.”
Kids’ accounts can be opened for
as little as $5, “if they can sign
their name,” with immediate inter-
est; the minimum for adults is $25.
The bank offers commercial loans,
mortgages, and holiday savings
clubs.  Mariel described the last as
“not very profitable,” but said that
because they were in demand at
NYNB’s other branches, they were
made available.

Serafin Mariel
President, NYNB

Cherry Tree Walk is in full bloom on the west channel at Goldwater Hospital, with magnificent City views and benches.

City Plans a Change for RI Bridge –
The Lift Bridge Will No Longer Lift

The Roosevelt Island Bridge will
become a fixed bridge sometime in
2004, according to plans described
Wednesday night by the New York
City Department of Transportation
(NYCDOT).  Its towers, which pro-
vide the lifting capability that
makes it a movable bridge, may
also be removed.

The City received Coast Guard
permission for the change in 1998.

At Wednesday night’s meeting of
Community Board 8 (CB8) in the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd, con-
sultants for NYCDOT’s movable
bridges division described several
alternatives for rehabilitation of the
bridge; all those being considered
would result in the bridge’s being
fixed in place, no longer able to be
raised to permit passage of ships.

One of the alternatives would
leave the bridge looking as it looks
now.  Two others under active con-
sideration would remove the lifting
towers.  One of those would leave
a portion of the tower support struc-
ture, leaving a boxy look at each
end of the bridge.  The other would
remove the tower supports and re-
place them with a slanted beam,
producing a “trestle” look.

The trestle look was criticized by

Roosevelt Island Historical Society
President Judy Berdy, who said the
illustration shown by the consult-
ants reminded her of a “Long Is-
land Railroad trestle bridge,” which
she called “an insult to the Island.”

The NYCDOT representatives
described a series of problems with
the bridge, which makes it a candi-
date for near-term rehabilitation.
There is spalling, a condition in
which steel reinforcement bars rust,
expanding and forcing concrete to
fall away, leaving the steel to rust
further and weaken the bridge.
There is also “hollow-sounding
concrete” and a serious pigeon-
waste problem, along with crack-
ing and roadway finger-joints out
of alignment.

The consultants said that under
all plans being given active consid-
eration, at least one lane would re-

main open to traffic throughout the
project, with two lanes open dur-
ing the Island’s schedule of rush-
hour traffic involving hospital per-
sonnel.  Traffic would be controlled
during one-lane periods using two-
way radios and flags.

All the plans involve at least $18
million cost, to be paid by the City.
Most plans would result in a “ser-
vice life” of about 30 years.

During the meeting, NYCDOT
personnel said that the bridge is
painted about every ten years at a
cost of about $4 million.  One ad-
vantage of removing the lift tow-
ers is that they would not have to
be maintained or painted.

One candidate design for the bridge’s rehab.  Alternative end-treatments are
available on Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
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The Editorial Page

Robert Ryan, President
RIOC
591 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
Dear Mr. Ryan:

I am writing regarding the cross-
walk where the off-ramp from the
Roosevelt Island Bridge intersects
with Main Street.  Or shall I say,
lack of crosswalk?  In spite of the
fact that there is an extra large stop
sign, many cars continue to run it,
sometimes with a slight pause, but
often no pause at all.  It is an often-
walked area, to and from the post
office, Gristede’s and Motorgate.

Recently, I was crossing to go to
the market when a car cut me off,
hitting my shopping cart and dam-

...of Vieques,
Puerto Rico.

You may have
noticed my
recent show of
concern for the
island.

It�s treated
terribly, and it�s
a mess!

It�s an awful
thing, what
government has
done.

We must listen
to citizens when
they complain!

Government
must care for
the land.

As Governor of
New York...  You
can rest assured
I�ll really stand
up for the
island...

Governor George
Pataki�s �fact-
finding� trip to
Puerto Rico makes
him an early front-
runner for this
year�s Jerry
Award.
(The Jerry, you�ll
remember, goes to
the public servant least
distracted by the actual
needs of his or her
constituency.)

The Dinger

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
Mr. Robert H. Ryan, President
RIOC
591 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
Dear Mr. Ryan:

I am writing to follow up on my
March 15 letter to you regarding
RIOC’s plans for securing funding
for the Island’s growing list of
capital needs.  To date, the letter
remains unanswered.

Highlighting the depth of the
concerns I conveyed to you last
month, and which I hope will spur
a prompt response, is the enclosed
copy of a letter I received this week
from Reverend Curtis W. Hart, In-
terim Vicar, Church of the Good
Shepherd, and Reverend Luke W.
McCann, Administrator, St.
Frances Xavier Cabrini Parish, de-
tailing the worsening structural
conditions of the Chapel of the
Good Shepherd and the escalating
cost estimates for addressing those
problems.  While I have been able
to secure $250,000 in the past few
State budgets for this project, I
have done so without any indica-
tion of need from RIOC, which by
all accounts should have been lead-
ing the fight to provide for this and
the rest of the Island’s infrastruc-
ture needs in the Governor’s annual
budget proposals.

As I have communicated to you
and your predecessor under the
Pataki administration, I view the
deteriorating condition of the
Chapel, as well as other parts of

the Island’s infrastructure, as re-
sulting directly from RIOC’s fail-
ure to maintain the Island in accor-
dance with the terms of the State’s
lease agreement with the City.  I
know, as I suspect you do as well,
that this view is shared by Island
residents who have repeatedly
voiced their concerns about the
unattended capital projects on the
Island.

Many years ago, the City ne-
glected to care for its vital munici-
pal infrastructure, and we are still
paying the staggering costs for
these shortsighted decisions.  As
was the case with the City, the
longer that you and RIOC put off
aggressive efforts to address the
Island’s current capital needs, the
greater are the chances that condi-
tions will worsen, bringing with
them greater risks for the health,
safety and well-being of the
Island’s residents and visitors along
with the need for more money to
put things right.  I urge you to heed
the warning in the old saying about
the value of “an ounce of preven-
tion.”

I renew my call to you to under-
take immediately a full-scale re-
view of the Island’s capital needs
and a realistic assessment of how
you intend to pay for them.  As I
have offered in the past, should you
so request, I stand ready to assist
you in this endeavor.  What I view
with alarm, however, is the hint that
is gaining currency that you are
hoping to serve out your tenure at
RIOC without having to engage the
administration in living up to its re-
sponsibilities under the city lease
to address these vexing issues.  I
sincerely hope that is not the case.

Pete Grannis
Member of Assembly

Hon. Pete Grannis
Member of Assembly
1672 First Avenue
New York, NY 10128
Dear Mr. Grannis:

We would like to acknowledge
and express our gratitude for your
ongoing support of the Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.

We commend your letter dated
Thursday, 15 March 2001, ad-
dressed to Mr. Robert H. Ryan,
President and Chief Operating Of-
ficer of the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation, which appeared
in The Main Street WIRE.

The deteriorating conditions of
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd
have escalated since the 1995 en-
gineering report.  The current cost
of repair of the Chapel has now
increased well beyond the $1.5
million projected six years ago.
Serving as it does the religious
and community needs of the resi-
dents, while bearing the cumula-
tive effect of time and usage upon
its structure and infrastructure,
the Chapel cannot be sustained
interminably without public help
and assistance.

Your dedicated support and
voice, seeking to improve the lives
of Roosevelt Island’s residents, its
landmark institutions and its sea-
wall, have not gone unnoticed.  We
thank you for your efforts to pro-
tect this historic structure.

Rev. Curtis W. Hart
Rev. Luke W. McCann

Gov. George Pataki

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
Island Tour Guides   The first class of Tour Guides trained by the Roosevelt
Island Historical Society (RIHS) posed with their certificates last weekend after
completing their test tour.  RIHS President Judith Berdy (at left) handled the
training.  The graduates are, left to right, Susan  Bellrose, Marlene Flom, Mosud
Mannan, Ethel Romm, Veronica Shea, Irene Clark and Mary Schoen.  (Not present
for the photo were Jane Foge and Susan Waide.)  More RIHS members are
taking the course; for information call 688-4836.  For information on booking an
Island tour, e-mail RooseveltIslandHistory@usa.com.

Letters deadline for
May 5 issue:  April 29

Letters received after deadline
will be considered on a
space-available basis

aging the left front wheel and axle.
The driver didn’t even stop to see
if I was okay.  Luckily, it was my
cart  which was hit and not me.
This is a very dangerous intersec-
tion.  My  request is a simple one
to RIOC.  Please, please repaint the
worn-off  white lines of the cross-
walk!  Perhaps that will get drivers
to notice the extra large Stop sign
posted there.  Pedestrians are sup-
posed to have the right-of-way.

Melanie Castine

Letters Policy:  The WIRE wel-
comes letters to the Editor, to the
community, and to/from officials,
and will consider publication on a
Name Withheld basis, but the
writer’s name, address, and phone
number must be provided.  Letters
are subject to acceptance.  Pre-
ferred methods of submission:
PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk
left at 531 Main Street for
The WIRE, or by e-mail to
MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com (ASCII text
preferred or use any word-
processing software; no MSWord
files with macros).  Alternatives:
Typed, double-spaced copy left at
531 Main Street or faxed to (212)
755-2540.  Clearly handwritten let-
ters will be considered.  We can-
not take telephone dictation of let-
ters.  All letters subject to edit-
ing for length and clarity.

Resident’s Play Opens Tonight in
An Off-Broadway Premiere

Milt Marcus, a longtime Island resident, has a play in off-Broadway
production, opening tonight (Saturday, April 21).

The Gardens of Frau Hess,
based on a true episode, takes
place in Germany in 1944.  It’s
about the relationship between
a beautiful and powerful Ger-
man woman and her Jewish
gardener.

The play, produced and di-
rected by Rhoda Herrick, is on
stage at the Duke Theatre, 229
West 42nd Street., from to-
night through May 13, with
performances nightly except
Monday and Friday, and mati-
nees Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday.  (Box office:  239-6200.)

The play was premiered in Florida two years ago to positive reviews,
called “as thought-provoking as any play you will see this season,” and
another reviewer wrote, “...[it’s] unlikely you will see a more emotion-
ally and sexually-charged performance by a man and woman than you
will see in this danse macabre...”

Milt Marcus’s two characters interact in this
scene from the 1998 Florida premiere.
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Matthew Katz
Residents Association President

Fri.-Sun., Apr. 20-22, Main Street Teen Theatre, Museum, a play
by Tina Howe.  Fri. and Sat., 8:00 p.m., Sun. 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
All seats $10.  Reservations, 371-4449.

Sun., Apr. 22, postponed, No Place Like Home.  See May 6.
Tue., Apr. 24, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group, Ship Fever by

Andrea Barrett, Library.  Advance registration required (limit, 20 par-
ticipants).

Wednesdays, through June, 11:00
a.m., Children’s Picture Book Hour for
ages 2 and up, Library.

Fri., Apr. 27 , 10:30 a.m., Internet
Workshop on setting up a free e-mail
account, Library.  Limited participation;
advance sign-up recommended.

Fri.-Mon., April 27-30 , Main Street Teen Theatre, Pippin.  Fri.-
Sat., 8:00 p.m.; Sun. 2:00 p.m., Mon. 7:30 p.m.  Adults $10; children 5-
12, $8.  Reservations, 371-4449.

Tue., May 1, 7:30 p.m., first meeting of RIMAC , the Roosevelt Is-
land Mac’Apple Community, Youth Center.

Wed., May 2, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Fri., May 4, 10:30 a.m., Library Toddler Program  for children 24-
36 months, Library (first of four sessions; also May 18, 25, June 1).

Sat., May 5, next issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Ad-
vertising in the paper, Fri., Apr. 27; decision on stuffers for The Bag,
Mon., Apr. 30; materials due Thur., May 3.  Future issues:  May 19;
June 2, 30; Aug. 4, then every two weeks starting early in September.
Phone/fax for news, 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising in-
quiries, 751-8214/755-2540; to list your organization’s Island events
here (no charge), fax information to 755-2540, or e-mail
MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com.

Sat., May 5, 1:00 p.m., Cat Show, Eastwood Am-
phitheater (behind pizzeria at 536 Main Street).  $5
entry fee and form required; contact Fay Vass at
755-4089.

Sun., May 6, 7:30 p.m., No Place Like Home, his-
torical script by the late Rev. Oliver Chapin, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.  An oral and slide history of
the Island.  Admission $8; seniors and students, $5.

Thur., May 10, rescheduled to 5:30 p.m., RIOC
Board of Directors meeting, Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.  (Meeting normally begins with an execu-
tive session.  The public session, a Town Hall Meet-
ing, is expected to begin at about 7:30.)

Fri.-Mon., May 11-14., Charlotte’s Web, Main Street Children’s
Theatre.  Six performances Fri.-Mon. at 7:30 p.m. plus Sat.-Sun. at 2:00
p.m.

Fri., May 18, 10:30 a.m., Library Toddler Program  for children
24-36 months, Library (second of four sessions; also May 25, June 1).

Fri.-Sun, May 18-20, Main Street Children’s Theatre, Dancin’ at
the Movies, a dance program; four performances: Fri.-Sun., 7:30 p.m.,
plus Sun., 2:00 p.m.

Tue., May 22, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group, Corelli’s Mando-
lin by Louise de Bernieres, Library.  Advance registration required; limit
of 20 participants; copies available at Library.

Fri., May 25, 10:30 a.m., Library Toddler Program  for children
24-36 months, Library (third of four sessions; also June 1).

Fri., June 1, 10:30 a.m., Library Toddler Program  for children 24-
36 months, Library (last of four sessions).

Wed., June 6, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Thur., June 14, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., June 19, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group, Possession: A
Romance by A.S. Byatt, Library.  Advance registration required (limit
of 20 participants); book available at Library.

Thur., July 12, 9:30 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.  (Executive session normally starts at 9:30, fol-
lowed by open meeting, starting 10:30 or 11:00.)

Thur., Sept. 13, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Thur., Oct. 11, 9:30 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.  (Executive session normally starts at 9:30, fol-
lowed by open meeting, starting 10:30 or 11:00.)

Thur., Nov. 8, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Monday
12:45, Arts & Crafts  (RIDA);

last class 4/23
Tuesday

10:00, Jazzercise
1:00, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well (stretch)
10:00, English as 2nd Lang.
7:00, Glee Club Choral Group

Thursday
10:30, Creative Arts
6:30, Dance Class

Friday
9:00, Citizenship
10:00, English as 2nd Lang.
7:30, Lotto  (RISA)

Special Events
Mon., Apr. 23, 12:30, Lecture on

Wills, Living Wills, and Power
of Attorney

Tue., Apr. 24, 12:45, Crime
Victims Week Lecture

Wed., May 2, 12:30, EPIC
Lecture (new guidelines)

Senior Center

Compiled by WIRE staff – Fax information to 755-2540
e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com

or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information
to MainStreetWire@rcn.com, fax
to 755-2540, or leave copy at
desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.

About subscriptions:  The WIRE does not solicit off-Island subscriptions but,
as a courtesy, provides first-class mailing on day of publication.  The cost is $50/
year (for about 24 issues) to cover postage and materials.  A check payable to
The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address, to The WIRE, 531 Main Street
#413, NYC10044.

Chapin

E-mail for the
Computer-Less

Need e-mail?  No computer?
A Library program scheduled for

10:30 a.m. Friday, April 27, will
include set-up of Hotmail e-mail
accounts, according to Branch
Manager Laura Sutherland.  Par-
ticipants will then be able to send
and receive e-mail using the
branch’s computers.  The session
is limited to three participants, but
may be repeated.  Advance regis-
tration is recommended.

Loveliest of trees, the cherry now
Is hung with bloom along the bough,
And stands about the woodland ride
Wearing white for Eastertide.

And since to look at things in bloom
Fifty springs are little room,
About the woodlands I will go
To see the cherry hung with snow.

Loveliest of Trees, A.E. Housman

This is the season when Roosevelt Island dresses up and looks its best.
For a few short days, the Island wears a mantle of pink and white blos-
soms of cherry, apple, and pear, and when I walk by the flowering trees
just south of 20 River Road, the perfume is captivating.  When friends
decry the “isolation” of our Island home and ask why we chose to live
here, I ask them to visit in the Spring.  And then, I ask them why they
would choose to live anywhere else.

I want to mention some correspondence on which I have been copied.
Last month, Assemblymember Pete Grannis wrote to RIOC President
Rob Ryan to ask about their efforts to secure funding for the seawall and
other capital projects.  This letter was reported on in the March 10 WIRE,
although Rob tells me he never got it.  As you may know, we have been

waiting for a final draft of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers report on
the seawall for well over a year
now.  Pete also expressed concern
over the lack of progress in acquir-
ing funding, much less starting the
long-delayed repairs, for the Chapel
of the Good Shepherd and for
Blackwell House.  He asked for a
prompt response.

Some weeks later, Rev. Luke
McCann, administrator of the St. Frances Xavier Cabrini Parish, and
Rev. Curtis Hart, interim Vicar of the Church of the Good Shepherd,
wrote to our Assemblymember to add their concerns for the deteriorat-
ing conditions at the Church.  Pete sent this letter along with a follow-up
to Rob Ryan, and again asked for a review of the Island’s capital needs
and an assessment of how they will be paid for.  To the best of my knowl-
edge, these letters have received no reply.

In my first interview with Mr. Ryan as RIRA president last November,
I posed many of these same questions.  I’m concerned that the answers I
received then, and again this week, have not been translated into carpen-
ters and stone workers, lathing and
riprap.  The request for Blackwell
House funds from the State Parks
Commission languishes in red tape.
RIOC has been waiting to review an
engineer’s report on the status of the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd writ-
ten in 1995.  RIOC is still waiting
for a report on the seawall, bought
and paid for years ago, that was re-
leased in draft form in February
2000.  I hope that Rob will give Pete
Grannis the courtesy of a reply, and
that he will share this update on Is-
land infrastructure with us, the resi-
dents.  These questions never seem
to find resolution, and we must con-
tinue to plague RIOC with them un-
til acceptable answers are found and
implemented.

Another issue: Until recently, our only opportunity to address RIOC’s
controlling Board of Directors has been during the Public Access por-
tion of their Board meetings.  Board Chair, Mary Beth Labate, has ex-
perimented with a bi-monthly evening-meeting format followed by a give-
and-take with those Board members who choose to stay and participate.
Given the lateness of the hour after the Board adjourned for two execu-
tive sessions at the March meeting, this plan proved to be less than suc-
cessful.  I wrote to Ms. Labate with my concerns that any interaction
between Board and community that takes place after the Board of Direc-
tors has debated and voted on crucial Island issues has failed in its basic
premise.  Since I wrote that letter, I’ve learned that RIOC canceled its
April meeting and that the May meeting will be the last evening meeting
(and presumably the last meeting to invite community participation) un-
til November.  My hope is that we can sit down together and thrash out a
solution that will allow meaningful interaction with the RIOC Board
while permitting them to accomplish their tasks.

In the same letter, I asked Ms. Labate to reconsider the makeup of the
recently-formed Public Safety Advisory Committee which was convened
to address Island concerns with the utility and the cost of the Public
Safety Department.  Chaired by Dr. Joan Dawson, presently it includes
the resident RIOC Board members plus representatives of the housing
management companies.  I suggested that this panel was incomplete with-
out some representation from the community, and that the RIRA Com-
mon Council was elected expressly for that purpose.  Our First Vice
President, Byron Gaspard, has made the appropriate policing of the Is-
land and the adequate patrolling of resident housing his area of exper-
tise, and I urged his inclusion on the committee.  Commissioner Labate
has been traveling, but has promised to meet with me upon her return.

Spring is a time of renewed promise.  My hope is that the promises of
Winter will become action this Spring.  We deserve no less.

The Roosevelt Island Youth
Program’s Little League Baseball
Season opened on Saturday, April
7th with games in the Minors (ages
8-10),  Majors (ages 11-13) and
Seniors (ages 14-16).  After two
weeks of play, the  standings are as
follows:

Minors
Green 2 - 0
Red 1 - 1
Navy 1 - 1
Royal 0 - 2

In the Majors, the Royal team,
coached by Patti Stueber, took the
early regular-season lead behind
the pitching and hitting of Andy
Enhsaihan.  Andy threw a complete
game gem on April 14th, defeating
the Green team by a 7-3 score, as
he struck out 13 batters and added
three hits to pace the attack.  Jason
Fell and Sebastian Gherardi also
had two hits each in the Royal vic-
tory.

In Senior League action, the RI
Youth Program team, playing in the
East River Baseball Association,
opened the season with two double-
header weekends, winning three
out of their first four games.  The
Seniors defeated Yorkville 1 by an
11-4 score and the CYO Hurricanes
by a 15-7 score, while splitting a
pair of games with Yorkville 2
(winning 8-7 and losing 8-5).  Scott
Davis won his first two starts of the
season, and Alex Gherardi picked
up his first win of the season in his
second start.  Brandon Stueber was
outstanding in relief, allowing only
one hit in 5 1/3 innings.  Scott Davis
also led the attack, with 2 home
runs and 9 RBIs in the first four
games.  Seth Kaufman and Zach
Russem each had four hits to lead
the team, while Junior Ruiz added
a home run in the final game of the
weekend.

Majors
Royal 2 - 0
Green 1 - 1
Red 1 - 2
Navy 1 - 2

Mac Club Starts
A pair of Roosevelt Islanders are

starting a club for Mac computer
users.  John Miller and Vincent
Bombes say their first meeting will
be held Tuesday, May 1, at 7:30
p.m., and that PC users and off-Is-
landers are welcome, too.

The Roosevelt Island Youth Pro-
gram is providing space for the
meetings of the group, which is
called RIMAC, for Roosevelt Is-
land Mac’Apple Community.  It is
intended to be a non-commercial
mutual support operation helping
from beginner to advanced, accord-
ing to Miller.  He says two dozen
people have expressed interest.

Training will be done through
CD-ROM for various software pro-
grams, and the group will share
tech-support and tutoring services.
A volunteer tech support person
will answer questions at general
meetings, currently planned for
about once a month, subject to
member preferences. Call 752-
6783 or e-mail orchill@earthlink.net
for more information.
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere  – Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away

NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more

Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person

Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
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122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016

Funk & Wagnalls’ New International Dictionary
of the English Language  states...

“ thrift:  n.  Care
and wisdom in the
management of one’s
resources ”

We at the Cabrini Thrift Shop  would like
to thank our generous donators and faithful
customers for all their wonderful support
through this Spring Cleaning season.
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Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Don�t wait until the last minute �
Schedule your child�s camp
and school physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert Tailor
on Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premises

571 Main St.

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 21 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

Classified
Only 50¢/word • 751-8214 • Only 50¢/word

Deadline for May 5 issue:  April 30
LOOK & FEEL GREAT!  Use Herbalife products.  Call Michelle Vidra after 7:00
p.m.  486-4297.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST – Island
resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificates available.   (212) 759-9042.

TUTOR on Roosevelt Island – For elementary, junior high, high school, and college
students taking math, English, history, science, Spanish, and French.  Call 317-9414.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

APARTMENT  – Take over lease from 10 May 2001.  Sunny one-bedroom on the
14th floor in 40 River Road for $1850 per month until May, 2002.  River views,
several closets, 24-hour laundry and gym facilities.  Call 646 528-8893 or e-mail
varmaa@hotmail.com.

CHILDSITTER NEEDED for 9-year-old boy after school; then flexible hours in
summer.  Fun, responsible person.  References.  Would consider mature, smart
student for summer job.  Creative and East or West European a plus.  Beginning
May 10.  Call 421-1348.  Leave message.

BABYSITTING/HOUSECLEANING  by caring, responsible, reliable lady.  Please
call at 718-278-7831.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  – Dolores Green 223-4077.

MASSAGE – THE PERFECT GIFT  – Relaxation and Pain Relief, Swedish,
pregnancy, acupressure and medical massage.  NYS Licensed Massage Therapist,
certified in pregnancy massage.  Island resident.  Reasonable rates.  Gift certificates
available.  Zen Marie Holmes LMT.  (212) 613-3010.

EXPERIENCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR  available for private lessons.  Call
917-293-2436.

ELDER LAW  – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills.  Free Home Consultation.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 375
Park Avenue, New York, NY  (212) 754-9117.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER – Excellent references.  Free estimate – 751-8214.

BRASIL BRAZIL APARTMENT CLEANING  – Let our dynamic teams of
professionals thoroughly and cheerfully clean and disinfect your apartment.  We
include supplies and equipment in our reasonable charge.  Gift Certificates available.
Call or e-mail for free estimate: (347) 661-7438 (cellular), mario2001@earthlink.net.
Check our website:  http://home.earthlink.net/~mario2001.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Let me do your legwork

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214

Saturday, May 5, 1-4 PM
(rain date:  Saturday, May 12)

Eastwood Amphitheater (located behind Capri Pizzeria 536 Main St.)
Entry fee only $5 per kitty

Gifts for all contestants and 1st, 2nd, 3rd prizes.  All entry forms must be returned by April 27 to
Fay Vass 510/462, Cookie Lugo 510/432 or Virginia Granato 510/423.  Proceeds benefit EBC.

Name_______________________ Bldg/Apt_________ Phone_____________

Cat name(s)________________________ Breed_______________________

The Eastwood Building Committee invites residents
to join in the feline fanfare and have a “purrfectly” wonderful afternoon!

CAT      SHOW
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752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

See you at Trellis

Kids Playing...
...into the early evening, in Good
Shepherd Plaza...  It’s Roosevelt

Island’s sure sign of Spring’s arrival,
and while it’s not an every-day thing

just yet, we know we can count on
shirtsleeves, soccer balls, nannies, and

parents relaxing on the benches,
enjoying good weather.  For a break,

there’s that good coffee at Trellis.
Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,

7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

Mount Tom
Day Camp

For Boys & Girls 3-13

Just minutes away to a safe and wonderful experience!
We’ve been serving Manhattan children with excellence for

43 years

For discerning parents ... visit and compare

We are only 20-25 minutes from Roosevelt Island.
Direct and free transportation from Roosevelt Island to our

magnificent school/estate premises.

WE HAVE:   3 pools • animal farm • full tennis program
amphitheater • Japanese art • nature & ecology

music & drama • ballfields • hot lunch • gymnastics

renowned professional staff

Selecting a summer program for your child is one
of the most important decisions you will make as

a parent.  There is a difference.

Call or Write

(914) 636-8130
48 Mount Tom Road, New Rochelle, NY 10805

NOW PLAYING �  NOW PLAYING
MAIN STREET TEEN THEATRE

MUSEUM, a play by Tina Howe, tackles the
subject of modern art and its patrons.  This
funny, biting play brings the artists and exhibit-
goers into focus, keeping the audience thinking
while remaining highly amused.  Nineteen
teenagers play multiple roles.

Pippin, a musical by Hirson and Schwartz, is
a story loosely based on the life of
Charlemagne�s oldest son.  Pippin is an idealist
trying to find the meaning of life on a journey
that leads him through war, politics and the
simple joys of love. This ensemble show has
dancing and singing, humor and depth.

MUSEUMMUSEUMMUSEUMMUSEUMMUSEUM  runs 4 performances:  Friday & Saturday April 20 & 21 at
8 PM, Sunday, April 22 at 2 and 7:30 PM. All seats $10.

Pippin  runs 4 performances:  Friday & Saturday, April 27 & 28 at
8 PM,  Sunday, April 29 at 2 PM and Monday April 30 at 7:30 PM.
Adults $10, children 5-12 $8

Call 371-4449 for RESERVATIONS and INFORMATION
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