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Challenged by Residents, RIOC
Cuts “Spiderman” Tram Filming

Roosevelt Island ended last weekeen talking with the productiontry to put on another red bus, so that
with a transportation crisis brew-company for some eight monthsjf my kids miss one bus, they’ll get
ing. As of late Friday night, RIOC resident Robert Battles targeted thiome an hour and a half later...
staff members were set to sign ovetwo with his frustration and ire:  that’'s just a crummy answer. |If
the Tramway to Columbia Pictures “So yesterday the Island iswe’re doing this for a check, then
most of Tuesday through Saturdawlerted to this profound difficulty... it's not worth doing... | don’t be-
or Sunday. Why was the answer ‘yes’ insteadieve that a couple of days’ notice

By Monday night, as residentsof ‘no’? For money? For some for a situation that throws the Is-
gathered for a Town Meeting hastextra cash to offset the deficit forland into turmoil for a check from
ily called by Residents Associationthe Tram? See, that's not a goo€olumbia Pictures is worth it. It
(RIRA) President Matthew Katz, enough answer.” (Antonek hadmakes no sense to me atall. If they
parents concerned over transportasaid RIOC would realize “over need this Tram so badly to make
tion of their children were ready t0$100,000" for the use of the Tram.xhis movie, which will net a few
go on the attack with questions andRidiculing an Antonek offer to try tens of millions of dollars, then
criticisms of everything about theto add an additional red bus tahere should be enough time to give
plan, which would have taken thetransport schoolchildren from 59thus what we need, which is safe
cable car out of service from noorStreet and Second Avenue to th&ansportation in the afternoon and
on each day. Island, Battles continued, “If we’re in the morning for our kids and for

Two representatives of RIOCjust doing it for the check, and will See Spiderman , page 6
President Robert Ryan appeared at
the Town Meeting to take the heat y
and respond. Vice President Robf t d R t
ert Anto%ek and Brad Harlan, who e aS WO O S e n
identified himself as responsible for

f th ith th —I I I D I d
Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com mg\?lzr%aliere: tg(())&l:'l?)?éz ;\Il'll(g prton?- e arl n g S e aye

Twins Nick and Natalia Ortiz split the role of Leading Player in last weekend’s  ised to try to find solutions to the Fav Vass. who co-chairs the Eastwood Building Committee. offered a
e B B T A veleaoy (More  PTODlemS residents presented. head)I/ine suggestion last week for the latest dev%lo ment in the State’s
teen players graduating and going on to college —in their case, Wellesley. (More After hearing that RIOC had ' Sugg . p -
Pippin photos inside.) g rent-setting proceeding: “Eastwood Is Really Amazed.”

Only a few days before the residents’ May 1 conference with the own-
. ers and the State Department of Housing and Community Renewal
Ap p e al S O n S O u t htown R al S e (DHCR), the agency abruptly canceled the hearing and gave Eastwoo

another month to come up with information on the Island’s Public Safety
Department. Vass, who heard about the decision only indirectly, while
. making the rounds of the huge building, had to move quickly to cancel
B aS I C D eve O p | I l e nt I SS u eS arrangements for a charter bus. The new conference will be June 1.
Vass said she expects the DHCR to approve a modest rent increase
by Robert Laux-Bachand project into objections based on it$n the case, saying RIRA missed itbased mainly on the rising cost of energy. But that's not the committee’s

Lawyers on both sides of the dissupposed noncompliance withfiling deadlines and failed to raisemain concern in the current round of rent negotiations. “Our argument at
pute over the Southtown housingState environmental law and theany new issues that weren't coverethe hearing is that we're paying so much for Public Safety, we want an
project have sharpened their arguterms of the Island’s General De-n the other legal challenges.In itsaccount of what they're doing.”
ments in briefs prepared for an apvelopment Plan (GDP), part of theconclusion, RIRA states: “Were The Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation is charging Eastwood
peal to be argued next month. Théease between New York City,this plan to be built, Northtown and$485,981 annually for Public Safety, a major share of the department’s
case will guide the course ofwhich owns the Island, and theSouthtown would merge in a masbudget of about $2 million. The residents, who are pressing for more
Roosevelt Island development an&tate, which developed it as asive residential cluster that is anti-interior building patrols, want a detailed accounting of where the money
has the potential to affect the wayplanned community. thetical to the enlightened planninggoes, in the form of job descriptions of the officers and supervisors, and
many appointed boards in New A feeling of exasperation, par-that brought RIRA’'s members toother information on police operations. The committee hired a lawyer,
York State conduct their businessticularly, is evident in Related/the Island to live, and would alterJay Itkowitz, to deal specifically with the policing question at the rent

The appeal is scheduled to bé{udson’s 44-page brief, preparedhe income mix that has producedonference, but Vass said Itkowitz has thus far been unable to extract th
heard at 2:00 p.m. Tuesday, Junby Sive, Paget & Riesel. The dethe exciting and edifying commu-necessary information from RIOC, even after submitting a Freedom of
12, in the Appellate Divison of the velopers’ lawyers vigorously dis- nity that RIRA represents.” Information (FOIL) request.

State Supreme Court at 25th Streqiute nearly every factual and legal Not so on both counts, say RIOC “We want a contract; all we have now is a statement of what we owe,”
and Madison Avenue. issue raised by the opponents, anand Related/Hudson. The questioWass said.

The opponents of the housingportray their clients as championsof whether parkland will be lostis The committee is raising money to pay for its legal efforts, and wants
plan, Roosevelt Islanders for Re-of the design and community val-one of the central facts still in dis-other Islanders to get involved, not just residents of Eastwood. Vass saic
sponsible Southtown Developmenties embodied in the GDP. The tw@ute even as this case moves up tlehecks made out to EBC should be sent to another committee co-chair
(RIRSD), the Alternative real estate companies and RIOC aijedicial ladder, where questions ofHarry De Vine, at 546 Main St. She said Eastwood will need all the help
Southtown Design Committee, andalso trying to block the Residentdaw normally move to the forefront. it can get, especially if it has to take the issue to court in a so-called
the Roosevelt Island Residents AsAssociation’s attempt to intervene See Southtown , page 10  Article 78 proceeding.
sociation (RIRA), are appealing the
July 2000 decision of Justice
Harold Tompkins that dismissed
their challenges to the Southtow
plan.

RIRSD, aided pro bono by the
law firm of LeBoeuf, Lamb,
Greene & MacRae, is essentially
trying to turn back the clock to,
Sept. 22, 1999, when Southtow
advanced on a 4-0 vote of the
Roosevelt Island Operatingjiis
Corporation’s Board of Directors.
RIRSD sued RIOC and its chose
developers, the Related Companie
and the Hudson Companies. Al
ternative, in the person of Rober{
Chira, a lawyer who lives at
Rivercross, sued only RIOC. RIRA
is still seeking to intervene in the
case as the representative of all I
land residents.

Southtown’s defenders, RIOC
and Related/Hudson, are trying tq
keep the 1,956-unit housing projec
on track. They portray their oppo-
nents as dilatory in their tactics, anax pifferent Time, a Very Different Place  This view of Blackwell Island in the 1930's is part of the Sunday evening presentation of No Place Like Home, based on

as attempting to channel their disthe research and writing of the late Rev. Oliver Chapin. Scheduled for 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, the slide show ranges over a broad range of
satisfaction with the details of thelsland history and a surprising roster of famous and infamous personalities.
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o ...And suddenly, —
In his bunker at 591 Main St., Quickly changing, he emerges Stunned by developments, f/«,e,—-g a;,geaﬁsn ;;,e
RIOC President Rob Ryan as... J&@! RIRA President Matthew Katz Ry iy caped spirit of
contemplates a diabolical plan ponders this turn of events... P TramwayMan!ll
fo close the Tramway 4 - 4
IF ONLY AL = S
WEINSTEIN gl
B WERE HERE... {% yIPE: @
STOP/ PARDON ME... ALL C§
O LKNOW. o - DUE RESPECT... YOURE NOT % al
e ) e e it R, o™
[ - .
DISGUISE! SPIDERMAN Egrfi m‘?]e) 1 z HOME FROM SCHOOL! TAKE THAT! ...To be continued..
The Editorial Page I etterS
Guest Advertorial o the Editor To the Editor

RENT THE ROOSEVELT ISLAND
TRAMWAY FOR YOUR NEXT PARTY!

Stop searching for that perfect party location.
Enjoy spectacular skyline views
and host your next soiree, birthday party
or corporate event on the Roosevelt Island Tram!

Rent one cabin, get the second for half price. Rental fee based on our
typical tram revenue for the time of rental, plus expenses, plus a little more.
Minimum rental period, 48 hours (can be over several days). We charge
double the rate for the hour from 3PM to 4PM on weekdays to compensate
us for the hell we catch from actual tram users for shutting down during
that time. Something about schoolkids. Reservations required. Please give
us at least 15 minutes’ notice.

Also...Get your Company on the Map!

Ask about our Title Sponsorship of the Island
program where you can nhame the Island for one
year or more. Give it a name like
BigBiz.com Island. We’ll rename the tram, the
bridge, the whole Island (small surcharge

applies). You'll be on the map!

1 ots more opportunities...

Erect huge billboards for the entire east side of Manhattan
to see. Or, invest just a few thousand dollars to build toll
booths at Tram Road and you can collect tolls from all the
vehicles passing by. (It's now a very active road — we’ve got
folks driving an extra mile just to make a U-turn there!)

And for your advertising and promotion needs... The front doors and front
lawns of the homes of all RIUC officers and directors are available for
advertising, as well as our names and likenesses. (Wait, maybe we should

check with everyone first.)

Call RIUC — Roosevelt Island U-can-buy-us Corporation
Rob N. Ruin, President
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Judi Arond, Rafael Asenjo, Sonia Asenjo, David Bauer, Judy Berdy, Steve Bessenof,
Virginia Boykin, Mary Camper-Titsingh, Melanie Castine, Lynn Chambers,
Malcolm Cohen, Viviane Codderrens, Shirley Cruz, Harold Davis, Valerie Davis, Morty
Dinerstein, Rebecca Dougherty, Mary Fitzgerald, Sarita Fonseca, Teresa Hasing,
John Hennessey, Peter Kaplan, Mickey Karpeles-Bauer, Matthew Katz,
Steve Kaufman, Ruth Limmer, Toa Lin, Curtis Lowery, Hazel Lynch, Clarissa McCraley,
Mike McEvoy, Morgan McEvoy, Merle McLean, Dorene McQueen, Terry Moses,
Bruce Munsch, Louise Munsch, Sandra Narine, Juan Nieves, Nancy Olivera, Elizabeth
Powell, Gladys Rasheed, Paul Russo, Ron Schuppert, Bernie Schwartz, Beryl Seaforth,
Marilyn Sherman, Harry Small, Stuart Solway, Joyce Speziale, Pearl Thomas,
David Tsireshkin, Elena Vrinceanu, Rece Walford, Maggie Warner, Jim Whalen,
Dolores Williams, Robin Williams, Nina Winteringham, Rose Woods — and members
of the Island Girls Project

We would like to share the ex- When | first visited Roosevelt Island 20 years ago — Donna Shalala
periences we are having with oursuggested it would be a splendid place to live when | came to work at
child at PS 217. Our son has bottunter College — two things particularly delighted me: the Tram and the
a speech and hearing impairmenfreedom the handicapped had as they wheeled up and down Main Stree
is having difficulty processingtwo Now | am handicapped myself, and I've discovered that if it ever was
separate languages and culturesasy for the handicapped to live on the Island, it no longer is.
(American and Indonesian), and According to Neville, one of the red bus drivers, RIOC says he is not to
suffers from what we kindly refer make the bus ramp available to people using walkers. If that is true, all
to as “only-child syndrome.” One drivers except Neville understand the direction is profoundly stupid and,
year ago we requested assistandaess their hearts, ignore RIOC. Ifitis not the case, then Neville ought to be
from the Roosevelt Island School discharged or, at the very least, given reason to use a walker himself.
and a team of professionals quickly Secondly, it might be useful for the money-savers at RIOC to try wheel-
formed to help us assess and evalwhair and walker on the west side of Main Street. Let them discover the
ate the challenges that our somlangers of unlit and/or broken sidewalks, badly-joined bricks, and pits
faces, and plan for ways for him toat the base of trees.
overcome these challenges. While they're at it, RIOC and/or RIRA and/or RISA might invite Gover-

One year later, our child has re-nor Pataki to the Island (has he ever been here?) and lend him a wheelcha
ceived Reading Recovery, English Ruth Limmer
as a Second Language, and enot=
mous assistance from his talented An additional letter appears on page 11
teacher Miss Carson, his English a3
a Second Language teacher Mistent, andcaring this team of pro- been supported endlessly, and con-
Schwartz, his reading specialisfessionals has been. Each of thertinues to thrive on this tiny island.
Miss Vilahrera, his speech specialhas a higher degree, and each dfast month he was awarded “Stu-
ist Miss Kirschner, his educationalthem has focused enormous indident of the Month” for his own ef-
evaluator Miss Holden, the schoolvidual attention on our son. Weforts. And we believe it was be-
social worker Miss Perinea, guid-have also received strong supportause he has a family who loves
ance counselor Miss Cohen, psyfrom our pediatrician, Dr. Grimm, him, Roosevelt Island neighbors
chologist Dr. Myska, as well as theand our PTA and its able presidentthat care about him, and a school
school nurse, all coordinated withErin Feely-Nahem. (In fact, weand PTA that support him — and
endless energy and compassion byere so impressed with the PTA wavork for him. We cannot recom-
school principal Miss Sherry Gre-joined and now volunteer.) mend our P.S. 217, nor its princi-
gory. Is our child flawless now? No. pal, more enthusiastically.

It amazes us how large, compeBut he has grown tremendously, Jim Tendean-Luce & Family

Monterey, California, April 24, 2001 was bent, they told me, on committing suicide. If any-
Cannery Row in Monterey in California is a poenthing could have strengthened her in her resolution,

a stink, a grating noise, a quality of light, a tone, & would certainly have been the insupportable mo-

habit, a nostalgia, a dream. Cannery Row is the gathetony of such an existence.

ered and the scattered, tin and iron and rust and splin-...it must be remembered that New York, as a great

tered wood, chipped pavement and weedy lots aemhporium of commerce, and as a place of general

junk heaps... resort, not only
Had John Steinbeck written one of the most famous from all parts of

.
opening passages of literature on the East Coast in- ESl an d the States, but

stead of the West, he might easily have been inspired from most parts
by Welfare Island. Many of his words would have fi b of the world,
the situation and condition of our home Island whe SE PUEP has always a

he wrote them, instead, about the home of Doc and large pauper
Hazel and Mack and Henri the Painter and Frankp®pulation to provide for; and labours, therefore, un-
and Dora. der peculiar difficulties in this respect. Nor must it

How can the poem and the stink and the gratige forgotten that New York is a large town, and that
noise — the quality of light, the tone, the habit and the all large towns a vast amount of good and evil is
dream — be set down alive? intermixed and jumbled up together.

One great author did find inspiration here. Almost Thing is, Dickens would be disappointed in what's
a century before Steinbeck’s words captured and ctexppened since. Had he been inspired on our coast
ated theCan- instead of his, Steinbeck would be disppointed, too.
nery Rowthat For while London has commemorated the inspired
lives in our mind that brought the worl@liver TwistandNicho-
minds, Charles las Nickleby and Monterey and California have pro-
Dickens wrote vided proper homage to the mind that creatbe
of the retreat for Grapes of WrattandEast of EdenNew York State
the insane on and New York City and Roosevelt Island have paid
Blackwell’s Is- no homage to Dickens or, for that matter, Steinbeck,
land: . who once worked in this City as a journalist.

...everything That New York State has failed to acknowledge
had a lounging, properly the history of Roosevelt Islandaistink, a
listless, mad- | grating noisethat will not find future forgiveness un-

house air, til there has been some satisfaction of the promise of
which was very | its past. On Main Street, landmark Blackwell House
painful. The sits, still rotting, splinteringa shamble and a shame
moping idiot, standing history gone fallow and falling. To the North,
cowering down | the Octagon barely stands, embodying an era when
with long di- this Island was much different and much set apart from

shevelled hair;
the gibbering
maniac, with his

the society of its time, yet New York State can find no
way to commemorate its meaning and preserve its past

e - except by desperate commercialization. To the South,
hideous laugh g _—Jo_tm_.Steinbeck opposite the United Nations, Southpoint has remained
and pointed fin- N ] in rubble and ruination because New York State is so
ger; the vacant eye, the fierce wild face, the gloonoavalier about its parkland that it has allowed it to be
picking of the hands and lips, and munching of theffered for commercial exploitation rather than seiz-
nails: there they were all, without disguise, in nakeithg its proper potential and promise as a park.
ugliness and horror. In the dining room, a bare, dull, Steinbeck would have been disappointed. Dickens
dreary place, with nothing for the eye to rest on butould have been disappointed. We, on the other hand
the empty walls, a woman was locked up alone. Sduad in our other time, should be enraged. DL

o i 1
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YEAH, I GUESS T ! 1 AND THE SENIORS! | | i
DID SORTA — YEAH, OK, AND THE
FORGET ABOUT SENIORS, TOO, ——— *
THE KIDS | —— AND NOT ENOUGH
GETTING NOTICE!
HOME OK, YEAH, OK.
ROM —
SCHooL o?
— OK, FEWER HOURS./
AND MORE BUSES!
- OK, MORE BUSES.
FEWER DAYS!
OK, FEWER DAYS: THANK YOU,
SPIRIT OF TRAMWAYMAN//

COMING UP

Compiled by WIRE staff — Fax information to 755-2540
e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com
or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com

Continuing through May 13, The Gardens of Frau Hesby Island
resident Milt Marcus, Duke Theatre, 229 West 42nd Street, 2nd fl
Performances 8:00 p.m. Saturday and Tuesday through Thursday,

p.m. Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday, and 7:00 p.m. Sunday. Gt

ticket price is $45; boxoffice open two hours before performance,
Telecharge239-6200

Wednesdaysthrough June, 11:00 a.m.Children’s Picture Book
Hour for ages 2 and up, Library.

Sun., May 6 7:30 p.m.No Place Like Home his- T
torical script by the late Rev. Oliver Chapin, Chap; = 1
of the Good Shepherd. An oral and slide history r
the Island. Admission $8; seniors and students, " r"

Thur., May 10, rescheduled to 5:30 p.nRIOC
Board of Directors meeting Chapel of the Good
Shepherd. (The meeting agenda calls for the meet
to begin at 5:30 with a closed executive session.
open public session is expected to begin at about 6
with aTown Hall Meeting to follow, after adjourn-
ment of the formal meeting, at about 7:30 p.m.)

Fri., May 11, all day,Book Fair, PS/IS 217.

Sat., May 12 9:00-12:00PS/IS 217 Book Fair Farmer’'s Market,
Motorgate.

Fri.-Mon., May 11-14, Charlotte’s WehMain Street Children’s The
atre. Six performances Fri.-Mon. at 7:30 p.m. plus Sat.-Sun. at
p.m

Chapin

2

My theme for today is courtesy. Specifically, thavilling to remain after the Board meeting was adjourned)
difference between superficial courtesy and legitimaveas sufficient to our needs, and far more than a public
courtesy, and the courtesy that has been shown to Ine@efit corporation was required to provide a commu-
as this community’s representative. nity. Does this sound to you like a nice way of saying

I’'m writing this column on the Tuesday before youhat we shouldn’t expect to have any influence over Board
read it, and the crisis over the curtailing of Tram sevotes? Me too. Ms. Labate was unenthusiastic about
vice has just resolved itself. As you know, we digny request for meaningful exchanges with the RIOC
covered last Saturday that the Tram would be closBdard, but said she would consider the idea.

f y some 70 hours to accommodate a film company.My other concern was to include a community repre-
Q‘wly bus service into Manhattan was to replace osentative on the RIOC Public Safety Advisory Commit-
parter-hour Tram facility, and little thought was givetee, chaired by Board member Dr. Joan Dawson. By
tg,our kids returning home from school at 3:00 p.mcommunity representative, | mean someone elected by
or the evening rush hour, or the difficulties of an eldhe community to represent the community such as RIRA
erly or wheel- First Vice President Byron Gaspard. The Island resi-
chair-bound dents currently on this committee were chosen to repre-
resident waiting The sent the RIOC Board or housing, not the community.

Columbia Pic- COlumn participates solely by virtue of representing all of us.

tures were on- Again, Ms. Labate said she would discuss additions to

going into last the committee with Dr. Dawson.

community that felt it had been blind-sided. By Tuef nine voting mem-
afternoon, RIOC and the film people had agre bers. | asked for

alve the hours the Tram would be closed a the e-mail ad-

on a Manhattan We know from past experience that RIOC advisory com-
weekend, they started eight months ago without a wordFinally, Ms. Labate noted that she and Mr. Ryan
dresses and/or

street corner at mittees have no power to influence Board voting, but it
midnight. is simple courtesy to include a RIRA rep in any discus-
While the nego- sion of community safety. Or, to put it another way, itis
tiations with an affront to this community not to include someone who
to the community or even the resident members of tiwere always accessible to community members who
RIOC Board of Directors. | pulled together an emehave complaints or need information. | reminded her
gency Town Meeting Monday night, and Rolthat Rob is not a voting member of the Board and that
Antonich and Brad Harlan of RIOC faced the ire of a she is only one of

ership Team, PS/IS 217.

Fri., May 18, 10:30 a.m. Library
Toddler Program for children 24-36 : -
months, Library (second of four sessiong:here is no charge to list Island
also May 25, June 1). events here. E-mail information

Fri-Sun, May 18-5 Main Street | (o YarSteetieorencor o
Children’s Theatre, Dancin’ at the | desk at 531 Main Street,
Movies a dance program; four perfof-addressed to The WIRE.
mances: Fri.-Sun., 7:30 p.m., plus Sun;

2:00 p.m.

Sat., May 19,next issue oThe Main Street WIRE Deadlines: Ad-
vertising in the paper, Fri., May 11; decision on stuffersTtoe Bag,
Mon., May 14; materials due Thur., May IFuture issues: June 2, 30;
Aug. 4, then every two weeks starting early in SeptenPleondfaxfor
news 826-905%755-2540;phone/fax for advertising inquirieg51-8214

.V\/.ed., May 16 6:00 p.m.PTA Election of officers and School Lead-dOUbIe the bus coverage. The short-term issues

solved but, as | said in a letter to some of the partid
pants in the incident, “As to the long-term proble
that of creating and maintaining avenues of comm
nication that will anticipate and prevent these crise
only time will tell. | hope those who are the decisio
makers and final arbiters of policy will use the les
sons learned from this Tram incident to anticipate co
munity impact and response in the future.”

In the last issue dfhe WIRH mentioned my pend-
ing meeting with DHCR Deputy Commissioner an
RIOC Board Chair Mary Beth Labate, and RIO(
President Robert Ryan. This meeting took place
DHCR headquarters on April 26. That was two day h
before the notices of filming on the Tram were postedResidentyzgsggaﬁf President
Did Rob Ryan give me the courtesy of a “heads up”

phone numbers of
all the Board
members, but she
demurred, re-
minding me that
these volunteers
had real lives to
lead. It occurred
to me that when
these folks come
to Roosevelt Is-
land on Board

business, they
come as public
servants, and

7552540; to list your organization’s Island events here (no charg
fax information t0755-2540 or e-mailMainStreetWIRE@rcn.com.
Tue., May 22 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion Group Corelli's Mando-

lin by Louise de Bernieres, Library. Advance registration required; limi

of 20 participants; copies available at Library.
Tue., May 22 7:30 p.m.RIMAC , Youth Center, 506 Main Street.
Seocnd meeting of the Roosevelt Island Mac-Apple Community.
Fri., May 25, 10:30 a.m.Library Toddler Program for children
24-36 months, Library (third of four sessions; also June 1).

Senior Center

Monday 7:30,Lotto (RISA)
12:45,Arts & Crafts (RIDA)

Tuesday
10:00,Jazzercise
1:00,Games(RISA)

Wednesday

9:15, Stay Well (stretch)
10:00,English as 2nd Lang.
7:00,Glee ClubChoral Group

Special Events
Fri., May 11, 10:00 a.m., video,
The Personalsnd dating
discussion
Mon., May 14, 11:00-12:30,
Metrocard Bus

Thursday
10:30,Creative Arts .
1230, Movie Home-delivered
7:00,Dance El%sjy meals available:
9:00, Citizenship 744-5022 ext. 1203
10:00,English as 2nd Language

Letters Policy

Letters deadline for May 19 issue: May13. (Later letters will be considered on a
space-available basis. The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community,
and to/from officials. Publication on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the
writer’s name, address, and phone number must be provided for our records. Pre-
ferred methods of submission: PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk left at 531 Main
Street for The WIRE, or by e-mail to MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com (ASCII text preferred or
use any wordprocessing software, but no MSWord files with macros). Alternatives:
Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to (212) 755-2540. Clearly
handwritten letters will be considered if brief, but we cannot take telephone dictation of
letters. All letters are subject to acceptance and to editing for length and clarity.

gg the loss of service or the plans for alternative babould be as available to us as is the RIOC Chair and
Service? Nope. | thought the days of secrecy aRdesident.
snheak attacks ended with Dr. Blue. The struggle to be noticed, to be informed, to be
Regarding whaasdiscussed at this meeting, I musincluded, is ongoing and requires determination and
report my disappointment to you. The meeting wamerseverance from all of us. The RIOC Board is sched-
superficially most cordial, but the concerns | broughtiled to meet the evening of May 10, followed by a
mentioned in my last column, were left unresolved.dialogue with us Islanders at approximately 7:30. This
| requested that RIOC Board meetings include thga chance to share your concerns with RIOC and its
opportunity for a dialogue with the community beBoard of Directors. RIOC is a carpetbagger corpora-
fore the day’s (or evening’s) agenda items are votéidn, nominally controlled by a carpetbagger Board.
on. Ms. Labate was quite clear that items were nidknow there are people of good will there, including
brought to a vote unless the outcomes were foredteb Ryan and Mary Beth Labate. But the system is
dained. She said that action items were thoroughhtrinsically flawed. We have been denied local gov-
discussed by the Board prior to meeting, and theremment and all the good will in the world from people
fore, community input was unlikely to influence theiwho don't live here is insufficient and unacceptable.
votes. Therefore, a series of bi-monthly evening medit's hard to sustain the levels of courtesy | expect from
ings in which Roosevelt Islanders could discuss topublic officials when they don’t require our elective
ics of general interest (with those Board membeendorsement to stay in power.

Milt Marcus’'s The Gardens of Frau Hess

Review by Maurice Bleifeld the strains of Wagner’s music,rettes as they share a bottle of wine.
Although | first saw this play at Isaac is subjected to her blinding Itis now 1944, and Allied bombs
the Caldwell Theater in Bocaracism, disdainful arrogance andare falling nearby. Then he learns
Raton, Florida, in 1998, | wasunthinking mental cruelty. He re-the answer to the question he had
drawn to see it again in its off-sponds at first with a willing com- asked her to try to find the answer
Broadway production last week.pliance that grows into questioningto — the whereabouts of his 21-year-
Why did | pay it a return visit? rejoinders and a growing sense obld daughter, also in a concentra-
Quite frankly, because | had enself-confidence. As they get totion camp, who had been trained
joyed its provocative drama be-know each other better, she beginby him as a horticulturist, and who
tween Frau llse Hess, the haughtyo view him more as a fellow hu-had been conscripted as an earlier

wife of Rudolph Hess, Hitler's sec- man being than as a humble sergardener at the same gardens.
ond in command, and the haplesgant. She gives him Rudolph As | wrote in my review of the
inmate, Isaac Baum, who had beehless’s clothes and joins him inplay inThe WIREOf April 4, 1998,
plucked out of a concentrationadmiring his improved appearance'this adds up to strong stuff.” The
camp to serve as the gardener dBhe tries to teach him to dance theapacity audience last week sat en-
her prized gardens. tango, and a subtle chemistry betranced as the two characters spoke

From the moment he stumblegween the pair develops with a natutheir lines flawlessly and brought
into her luxurious living room, ral ease and sensitivity. She evethem to life with vivacity and un-
where she is dreamily listening tooffers him one of her rationed ciga-derstanding.
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Mount Tom
Day Camp

For Boys & Girls 3-13

Just minutes away to a safe and wonderful experience!
We've been serving Manhattan children with excellence for

43 years

For discerning parents ... visit and compare

We are only 20-25 minutes from Roosevelt Island.
Direct and free transportation from Roosevelt Island to our
magnificent school/estate premises.

WE HAVE: 3 pools ¢ animal farm e full tennis program
amphitheater ¢ Japanese art * nature & ecology
music & drama ¢ ballfields ¢ hot lunch ¢ gymnastics

renowned professional staff

Selecting a summer program for your child is one
of the most important decisions you will make as
a parent. There is a difference.

Call or Write

(914) 636-8130

48 Mount Tom Road, New Rochelle, NY 10805

It’s time to register for September 2001

I l Roosevelt Island

- Day Nursery

Preschool Programs
for 2, 3, & 4 year olds
Part-time and Full-time Classes
*Subsidized Full-day Pre-K

4 RIVER ROAD 593-0750
Financial aid is available

</

Early Summer

...and it's time to make the most of
living on Roosevelt Island — the
sunshine, the air, the open spaces, and
the opportunity to talk things over,
outside in the air where the season

brings a new perspective. And when

you're thirsty or hungry, make Trellis
part of the equation. We've got the

good coffee and the welcoming smiles.

See you at Trellis

152-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service

with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 21 years
501 Main Street « (212) 752-8722

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere — Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION

Hourly rate available
Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street * Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute -
Schedule your child’s camp
and school physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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Give Your "Stuill"
A dec d Chance

THAREK Tan

The WIRE needs you!

The Main Street WIRE relies on many Island volunteers to fill important roles in the distribution
process, and there’s a role for you if you're willing to help. On Fridays, when The WIRE comes
off the press, we have a stuffing crew at work from about 10:00 a.m. to about 1:45 p.m. (lunch is
provided). Later on Fridays (and early Saturday), volunteers deliver the newspaper to every
apartment door on the Island, as well as Yo merchants, the hospitals, and other locations. It's an
important service to the community, satisfying, and often fun. If you'd like to join this dedicated
group, please call 935-6043, or 935-7534, or 826-9055. (Leave your number if a machine
answers, and we’ll call you back.)

The WIRE and Website NYC10044 also seek news and feature writers. Call 826-9055.

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEATURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person

Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.
Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 « Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA
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More Photos from Pippin

What do Mae West, Billie
Holiday, Emma Goldman, Nellie
Bly, Jerome Kern, Oscar
Hammerstein, Boss Tweed,
various madams, swindlers and
other notable and notorious
people... have to do with

Roosevelt Island?

Come and find out, and see the history of our
Island come alive, at the Church of the Good
Shepherd, main chapel,
Sunday May 6, at 7:30 PM sharp.
One night only! (Admission $8, seniors/students $5)

This Sunday!

For decades, the late Vicar Oliver T. Chapin,
who served the Island for 35 years as a Coler
Hospital Chaplain and Priest of the Church of the
Good Shepherd, collected stories, facts and

historical, never-hefore-seen pictures of our

The players tell the audience that they have Magic to Do. Clockwise from left front: Natalia Ortiz, Ellie Island.
Marcus, David Cohen, Susan Ahn, Amanda Kross, Taryn Levine, Emily Mure, JD Zamfirescu, Caitlin . . .
Donovan, Christina Kirkman, Nick Ortiz. Center: Jed Resnick From Viear Chap]n’s trove of material we

have put together a fascinating and fun slide
show.

The show will begin at 7:30 pm sharp.
Don’t miss a single bit - come early!

Note the new date - this Sunday, May 6, 7:30 PM

applause. drop notice should have been arranged. She

Other parents voiced similar concernadded, “We can organize a protest tomor-
about nine- and ten-year-old offspring acrow morning and make you people look like
customed to the independence of Tramwéfgols. | don't think you want that, either. ...
rides for school transportation, but not yet don’t think anybody in that [RIOC] office
ready to ride the subway alone or, for thainderstands that this Island is a family, and
matter, to wait the planned one-hour interwe look out for each other, and you just have
val between the red bus service RIOC wastal disregard for that, and | find that an in-
arranging as an alternative. sult.”

Indeed, another parent, Susheel Kurien, By Tuesday noon, RIOC had addressed the
told Harlan and Antonek, “You've insultedproblems outlined by residents by cutting the

" 41 | | thiscommunity by having no considerationhours of Tram unavailability so that movie

Pippin (Jed Resnick) luxuriates in the pleasures of the fairer sex. Left to right: Emily ~ OF even any thought, after being the organitse would start at 4:00 p.m. rather than noon.
Mure, Caitlin Donovan, Christina Kirkman, Amanda Kross, Susan Ahn and Taryn Levine ~ zation that issues Tram passes to our chiFhe number of days was also cut from five
dren. So you know that there are x number six to three (Tuesday through Thursday),
of children on this Island who are regulaand extra bus service was arranged in an at-
Tram commuters. You know that. Aftertempt to increase service frequency to every
knowing that, you insulted us by making @alf-hour. But some residents expressed
whole bunch of working families here learrfrustration with the bus scheduling, citing
on Sunday night that they have to change thielays and a lack of reliable information on
arrangements for their children overnight.”length of delays.

While others raised questions about se- At a Wednesday night meeting of the

| §

Celebrating the glories
of war, the cast

marches. niors possibly having to stand for an hour oRIRA Common Council, building represen-

Background: _ more to wait for a red bus, former RIRAtatives expressed their continuing anger over

g'Ck agd Natalia Ortiz. Common Council member Debra MounRIOC's conduct, despite the changes in ar-
econa row:

Cornet countered Antonek’s assertion thatingements. Deirdre Breslin told her fellow
use of the Tram in the movie would hav&€ommon Council members that she was not
public relations value: “You have apparentlgatisfied with any of the changed arrange-
put the concerns of Columbia Pictures ahearents for transportation, calling the attitudes
of the concerns of these children... You wanif Antonek and Harlan at the Town Meeting
to talk about public relations? I'd like to“disgraceful.” Shouting, she added, “We
suggest a public relations nightmare: Ahould be up in arms.”

children’s movie — about a superhero — that Throughout the week, two themes sounded
endangers the lives of children.” She conepeatedly by residents were poor commu-
tinued with a specific request: “Can you gaication by RIOC, and the corporation’s fail-
back and say you want that Tram operatingre to consult residents. Indeed, RIOC

Christina Kirkman,
Taryn Levine,
Ellie Marcus,
Emily Mure.

Front:

Amanda Kross,
Caitlin Donovan,
JD Zamfirescu

S d from 3:00 to 5:00 or 6:00 so that these chiBoard member David Kraut responded to an
pl erman  from page 1 at noon, the answer is no. Why is Columbidren are safely brought to and from school®xchange of e-mails about the situation by
anybody else who needs the Tram.” Pictures my problem? Columbia Pictures is Antonek said he believed “that would notelling residents that not even RIOC Board

Antonek attempted to explain: “Up untilin the business of making movies. We're ie possible,” but promised to speak with thmembers knew anything about the
Friday at noon the plan was for the Tram tthe business of getting our kids to and frorproduction staff to see what might be doneSpidermarplan until well after RIOC was
be shut down from 6:30 in the evening teschool. My problem is not making their Joan Christianson, former RIRA Vicefully committed to the project. Kraut also
6:30 in the morning, which would providemovie. That's their problem. They need téresident and a current member of the RIR®Id residents that RIOC Board Chair Mary
all the schoolchildren with transportation..deal with what we need... we’re not going t&€ommon Council, told Antonek and HarlarBeth Labate had worked on the problem by
Then, at noon, they presented us with a probave to work around them... for a check? It'that a notice posted on Island kiosks was “aelephone from Albany virtually all day
lem.” The film people, he said, had beenidiculous. | just think that you've got to goinsult.” She pointed out that some residentglonday. Katz, on the other hand, criticized
planning to rig one stationary Tram cabirback to Columbia and say, ‘This is the wagon’t even pass kiosks until they leave theitabate and RIOC President Ryan for not
for shooting while the other cabin shuttledt’s going to be. The community says...” It'sapartments to use the Tram for a trip to Margiving him a “heads-up” in a face-to-face
passengers back and forth. “They didn’t rgust ridiculous that Columbia’s productionhattan for medical treatment, not having almeeting just days before the matter started
alize it's a clothesline,” Antonek said. problem becomes my problem with a coupliowed the extra time necessary for the busssuming a crisis status (Seee RIRA Col-

Battles shot back, to lusty applause: “Theaf days to prepare for it.” Again, there waside to Manhattan. Christianson said a dooumn page 3).
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HAVE YOU
HAD ENOUGH
OF RIOC YET?

JUST LOOR AT THIS:

They disrupted your Tram schedule with no notice to you

* They’'re costing you money because they won't accept Gifford
Miller’s plan to give us the MetroCard for the Tram

* They're letting your Tram deteriorate to the point that it's an
embarrassment instead of a New York City highlight

* They're ramming development down your throat and using
your money to fund it

* They're putting you at risk of injury by not repairing the
sidewalks and the Church Plaza

* They’re risking your personal safety because they’re incapable
of getting the street lights to stay on

* They're telling you the Island is bankrupt when their own
numbers show it isn't

* They're jeopardizing your well-being by not holding Public
Safety accountable for keeping the streets and buildings
safe

* They’re holding your landmarks together with cardboard and
duct tape - if you don’t believe it, look at the east side of
Blackwell House

* They haven't spent one dime on your landmark Chapel of the
Good Shepherd even though your politicians have given
them money to fix it

* They gave you a President who came here over two years ago
pleading “Just give me a chance.” You've given him that
chance - look what you got in return.

IF YOU'RE READY TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT,
IE LIKE MANY OF US, YOU THINK RIOC MUST GO,

Let us know. Maple Tree Group (MTG) is a group of residents trying to make things better. The
bigger the group, the easier the job will be. Just fill out the form below, or e-mail us, and we’ll
keep you informed about what we’re doing and what you can do to helpl

E-mail: sally54@ix.netcom.com. Or complete this coupon and leave it at the Rivercross (531)
doorstation addressed to apartment 728 (Bauer).

Printed Name: Bldg./Apt.

(H) Tel: Fax: W) Tel: Fax:

e-Mail address(es):
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City Transportation Department to Present Bridge Plans

by Larry Parnes

Residents will hear about plans for the Roosevelt Isla v
Bridge in a presentation Tuesday, May 15, at 7:00 p.m. ’ /
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Representatives of |
City’s Department of Transportation (DOT) will presen Fapy— i —— ey
DOT's proposal for rehabilitation of the structure, th

k4 .'“-.‘ :

l[_—4- = i \ “\.‘h e

_#'. L% ': . g oy M __] " e M

In one plan for a fixed Roosevelt Island Bridge, its lifting towers
would remain in place, preserving the present appearance. In two
other plans (at right) being considered by the City Department of
Transportation, the lifting towers would be removed. All the plans
call for at least some work on the roadway leading off the bridge on
the Queens side.

i S

Island’s only vehicular link to the rest of the City. Thenr -
ing, open to all Island residents, will be held under the is-
pices of the Planning and Development Committee o1 the

Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA). )I t
At the April 18 meeting of Community Board 8 (CB8), Ve l‘ioe ‘)ia“o

held on the Island, DOT indicated that the bridge is in SG

deteriorated condition and requires either replacement or OO | .
pair. Having received permission from the Coast Guard | i
turn the bridge into a fixed structure incapable of being raised, er S | b
the agency considered alternatives involving rehabilitatipn n I |
or construction of a new span. A new bridge has been]re- S a 1 1 |}
jected because of its high cost and the necessity to proyide | I| T A
ferry service during the construction process. As reporfed e
in the April 21 issue ofhe WIREDOT presented rehabili-

Fri & Sat eve
tation alternatives to the CB8 that would maintain traffjc . i o -
flow on and off the Island with certain restrictions to orfe (‘(ltCheﬂ open HIL1IAD l)
lane, alternating directions. The alternatives would eitler
keep or demolish the existing bridge’s lift towers whi

would no longer be required for a fixed bridge. DOT’s ti
to present and respond to questions at the CB8 meeting pvas

limited as the item was one of many on the agenda. In addi-
tion, few Island residents were aware that this issue was po-
ing to be discussed. The meeting on May 15 will allow amgle
time for DOT to make its presentation and to respondjto

guestions.

Mac Club Formed by 17 Ride the Tram home free after dining at Favia

Seventeen Islanders met to form the Roosevelt Island MpC-ass._ "o
Apple Community (RIMAC) on Monday night, creating Minimum p“"Chase Of 312
loose association that is expected to evolve into a mutpal Limit one pev person
support organization that will also welcome computer-usgrs Q, ta; . coaf of dalid roci
working in the PC/Windows environment. Sl UG RO REPCRIG R A e

Jean-Philippe Guizol, the organization’s tech-support vgl-
unteer, responded to technical questions at the meeting,jand
plans to be at future general meetings of the group. Gugol
also made appointments with several members with imrhe-
diate “emergency” need for assistance.

The members formed some working groups, including: An
interim steering committee to develop overall ideas for t|7e
group’s growth, a bylaws working group, a group to invesli-
gate the possibility of seeking nonprofit status, and a webgite
planning group.

The group’s next general meeting is scheduled for Tugs-
day, May 22, at 7:30 p.m. at the Youth Center, 506 Mdin
Street.

“Best Pizza in NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it’s light.”
-NY Daily News

o Bl'lck

FEEREST e Oven

A New Youth Center Tradition: ?I:L'E:Hﬁi ] g]I%I.GI‘IIIed &Pgla
S

An Adult Concert Series at PS 217 '

The third in a series of free concerts for adult listenigg
tastes took place on Friday, March 30, 2001. The br%n- $3
child of Youth Program Executive Director Charlie DeFin
the series was a collaborative effort between the Youth Hro- eer
gram and Island resident Claudia Koal, president of K2 Pfo-
ductions, with technical support by Charles Royster.
A January 26 debut concert featured the TJ Tomlin Big Bapd,
a 17-piece group that plays the original charts from the bopk
of the Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Tommy Dorsey, Artie Sh
and Benny Goodman orchestras, among others, with musicjans
from those groups.
Lead musicians from the Peter Duchin Orchestra, fea

sical retrospective from the 1920s to the present for the
ond performance that took place on March 2.
The Latin sounds of Mike Favata’s Latina Americana fill

h , . . . : . I d I [ ()
T e atar Rubor Bl e e oY oce Italian Grill
with cheers. 60th Street & 2nd Avenue

Koal booked talent for the shows and served as host.
“GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions

has served as assistant producer for recordings by majofart-

ists including Frank Sinatra, Gloria Estefan, Billy Joel, Bar - -

Manilow and others, Her K2 Productions produces cdn- that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”

certs and award shows for broadcast and webcast on bghalf -New York Times
of good causes.
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Many Island Artists Joining in
Island’s Contribution to
Queens ArtFrenzy May 18-20

by Sandra Zwerling

ArtFrenzy, the Queens-wide gala event which will take pla
on the weekend of May 18-20, is shaping up to be agrand ¢ = &
ebration of Roosevelt Island’s impressive art colony. 3 e

Many Islanders have already signed up to participate, and |
list is growing. o

Visitors to the ArtFrenzy affair will be able to board specia
buses on Roosevelt Island, leaving and returning to them at n_ =
tiple event-locations in Queens. -

Among the Islander exhibits are a visual-cum-audio preser;:
tion by J.J. di Salvo callelda Vie Plastiquea view of human
history as seen through the eyes of Aliens.

There will be a video art presentation by Gavin Grace.

The Island’s professional artists will exhibit collages, scul
ture, large and small paintings and drawings, ceramic art ¢
photography.

In addition there will be a special gallery for emerging artisr%/

All the art will be on exhibit at PS/IS 217 on Saturday a m-
Sunday, May 19 and 20. An architect will have transformed tMéeather
school into a performance and exhibition space. Treat

There will also be ongoing presentations by musicians, actors,  With sunshine
dancers and other performance artists. Pianist Roy Eaton is givfavoring Roosevelt
ing a recital (mainly Chopin and Joplin). Irene Clark will per—s'a“ds'cmenﬁggg‘r‘;sg
form a movement piece in the schoolyard, interpreting the Iarg@e”ghtfmpstop on the
sculpture there. She will also do dance interpretations of thest shore, just north
paintings, guiding viewers through the exhibits. of Manhattan Park.

Those interested in exhibiting should @&li3-0006and leave
a message. Additional information about the event may be found
on the website atww.artfrenzy.net.

Island artists signed up to participate so far include:

Douglas Cleary photos

Tree City USA — Year 8

For the eighth year, Roosevelt Island has
been named a Tree City USA by the National
Arbor Day Foundation.

Responding, Tree Board Chair Maurice
Bleifeld said, “The Tree Board is once again
proud to receive this recognition of its ef-
forts on behalf of the trees on the Island.”
Bleifeld said that two Tree City banners will
be updated with additional leaf stickers early
next month.

The Tree City program is sponsored by
the National Arbor Day Foundation in co-
operation with the National Association of
State Foresters and the USDA Forest Ser-
vice.

PTA to Elect

The PTA of PS/IS 217 will hold elections
on Wednesday, May 16 at 6:00 p.m. for PTA
officers and for parent members of the
School Leadership Team for the 2001-02
school year. The School Leadership Team
includes parents, teachers and school admin-
istrators who together develop educational
policies and priorities for the school. All
parents or guardians of students at 217 are
eligible to hold PTA office and to vote in
PTA elections.

Support WIRE advertisers

Vaughn Angleszy, Joseph Castine, Melanie Castine, Irgne
Clark, Antoinette Davis, J.J. di Salvo, DRED 66 (Tyree Davig),
Chris Enock, Gavin Grace, Toshiko K. Groner, Doris Harrips,
Mumtaz Hussein, Lisa Knox, Ghila Krajzman, Saundra Lanib, ©2001 Mewopolitan ‘lransporcation Auchority
Francine Lange, Maureen Leong, Regia Marinho, Yelena Mesic/

Gak , Shirley Miller, Anthony Moran, Wayne Olson, Esthgr
Piaskowski, Akira A. Ruiz, Harry Small, Jeanette Somocurcio,
Trudy Spielberger, Edel Stuehmke, Eliza Sudol, Tad Sudol, Ajne
Lise Vernier, lan Williams, Sandra S. Zwerling.

Classified Ads

Only 50¢/word

751-8214
Deadline for May 19 issue: May 11

SUMMER INTERN POSITION — Salaried position with
outstanding financial institute. Must be a college student
with good communications and decent computer Kkills.
Contact: Director of Faculty, phone (212) 390-5016; fax,
(212) 344-3469; e-mail teach@nyif.com.

LOOK & FEEL GREAT! Use Herbalife products. Call
Michelle Vidra after 7:00 p.m. 486-4297.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED
REFLEXOLOGIST - Island resident Diana Brill.  Gift
certificates available. (212) 759-9042.

TUTOR on Roosevelt Island — For elementary, junior high,
high school, and college students taking math, English,
history, science, Spanish, and French. Call 317-9414.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING - Prompt service.
(212) 935-7510. Beeper 1-917-483-1020.

APARTMENT - Cash incentive to take over our Manhattan
Park lease, which runs through May 2002. Bright one-
bedroom on the 14th floor in 40 River Road for $1850 per
month. River views, several closets, 24-hour laundry and
gym facilities. Call 646-528-8893 or e-mail
varmaa@hotmail.com.

BABYSITTING/HOUSECLEANING by caring, responsible,
reliable lady. Please call at 718-278-7831.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE - Dolores
Green 223-4077.

EXPERIENCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR available
for private lessons. Call 917-293-2436.

ELDER LAW —Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing
Home Matters, Estate Planning, and Living Wills. Free
Home Consultation. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 375 Park
Avenue, New York, NY (212) 754-9117.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE -
Ongoing registration for dance and theater classes.
371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

53rd St., and Fifth Ave. stations, take the E train.

available.

where you can transfer to the E.

Trains will detour
through 63rd St. Tunnel.

May 7 to 14
10PM to 5AM every night

* F trains will detour between Roosevelt Ave. and 47th-50th Sts. stopping at the 21st St.-
Queensbridge, Roosevelt Island, Lexington Ave.-63rd St., and 57th St.-6th Ave. stations.

* For Manhattan-bound service to the Queens Plaza, 23rd St.-Ely Ave., Lexington Ave.-

* For downtown F service from these stations, take the E to 7th Ave. and transfer to a
downtown D. Then take the D to 47th-50th Sts. station, where downtown F service is

* For Queens-bound service to the Fifth Ave., Lexington Ave.-53rd St., 23rd St.-Ely Ave.,
and Queens Plaza stations, take the F to West 4th St. and transfer to the Queens-
bound E. Or, take the F to 47th-50th Sts. and transfer to an uptown D to 7th Ave.

* For Queens-bound service from these stations, take the E instead.

* E trains will make express stops between Queens Plaza and Roosevelt Ave.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER — Excellent references. Free
estimate — 751-8214.

BRASIL BRAZIL APARTMENT CLEANING - Let our
dynamic teams of professionals thoroughly and cheerfully
clean and disinfect your apartment. We include supplies
and equipment in our reasonable charge. Gift Certificates
available. Call or e-mail for free estimate: (347) 661-7438
(cellular), mario2001@earthlink.net. Check our website:
http://home.earthlink.net/~mario2001.

This work is part of MTA New York City Transits ongoing effort to upgrade and maintain the

subway system. We regret any inconvenience you may experience.

w New York City Transit Going your way

www.mta.nyc.ny.us
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SOUthtOWﬂ side of Main Street and south of Rivercross. SEQRA contemplates that projects, like the Southtown
from page 1 Hudson and Related make the computation more specificoject, consist of a series of steps from planning to imple-
And the question of income mix arose from “early financidEven assumingarguendo that the 1990 GDP requiresmentation. Therefore project modifications do not require
models Related/Hudson used to determine the econofRi®©C to maintain ‘approximately six acres’ betweean entirely new SEQRA review.”
prospects of the first phase of the Southtown project,” adorthtown and Southtown as petitioners contend, the reviset/lore broadly, the Related/Hudson brief asserts that the
cording to RIOC's lawyers, Carter, Ledyard & Milburn. Southtown complies with that condition by maintaining petitioners cannot support “their novel contention that the
“The economic success of the first phase will increabe4 acre open space buffer between the Northtown amgision of a site plan for construction of the same residen-
Related/Hudson’s ability to develop subsequent phases,&iouthtown buildings. That buffer is consistent with the writial development project, with the same number of residen-
cluding the necessary affordable units, in the future,” RIOQ®N description of ‘open space areas’ contained in the 1980 units, same maximum height and bulk and on the same

lawyers say. “The R/H site plan will follow the GDP’s flexGDP.” parcel of land requires a needless and profligate duplication
ible guidelines in providing for a mixture of affordable and The companies’ brief even quotes a lettefhe® WIRE of the EIS process undertaken for the prior Southtown plan.”
market-rate housing.” from David Kraut, a “soccer dad” and RIOC Board mem- RIRSD’s backup position is that RIOC should at least have

Aside from such factual disputes, the appeals raise sbe¥, who said that the soccer field was a “temporary memdertaken a Supplemental EIS, because, “At a mimimum,
eral technical issues: whether the RIOC Board'’s approwalre” and that the tendency to call it “Blackwell Field” wathe 1999 plan posed potential adverse impacts on the envi-
of the project in 1999 was valid; whether RIOC complieghisleading. ronment that the 1990 Ramati plan did not pose.” The “cur-
with the requirements of the State Environmental QualityIn replying to the appeals, RIRSD says the linchpin of isory findings” of the RIOC-Related/Hudson assessment in
Review Act (SEQRA) in deciding not to conduct a new @pponents’ argument, a 1969 map attached to the origit@P9 “do not constitute the sort of ‘reasoned elaboration’
supplemental environmental impact study of the project, a@éneral Development Plan, is not legally binding becaussvitich SEQRA requires,” the LeBoeuf brief argues.
whether the trial court applied the proper standard in ig-meant only to illustrate ajeneraldevelopment plan.” It Certain pitfalls seem to be built into this part of the ap-
viewing RIOC’s interpretation of the General Developmemuestions the relevance of the information on Capobianueal. RIRSD says it is mounting only a procedural chal-
Plan. Field, says the other statements about Blackwell Park &ege, “not a challenge to the wisdom of an agency’s policy

If the GDP is a contract, as LeBoeuf asserts in the RIR®PBarsay or unpersuasive, and notes that the City Boardludice.” And yet, in order to show that the current Southtown
brief, then RIOC, as a party to the lease, cannot unilaterdigtimate in 1990 specifically rejected RIOC's proposal teparts significantly from the 1990 proposal, the residents’
change it, but must win the consent of its landlord, the Cigmnend the GDP to reduce the size of Blackwell Park. Mgsbup posited a number of differences — such as changes in
On the other hand, if the GDP “is neither a statute noo& the other amendments, meant to pave the way fggen space, air quality, and in the Island’s socioeconomic
contract, but a planning document,” as Carter, Ledyard mafiwuthtown, were approved. mix and “community character” — that by their very nature
tains in representing RIOC, then the judge, it could be arThe Carter, Ledyard brief states: “In 1990, RIOC sougttust be conjectural, or are rather easily rebutted by the other
gued, properly allowed some leeway in RIOC’s decisionte- amend the GDP to formally recognize this de facto eside’s factual assertions or even by its declarations of what
making the GDP question merely one aspect of the decisispachment. The Board of Estimate declined to do so foplans to build in the future.
on a new environmental review. LeBoeuf insists that thi@explained reasons.” The Board’s action late on the eveninghus, RIRSD’s complaint that Blackwell Park “has a soc-
GDP and environmental claims are separate issues.  of Aug. 17, 1990, was one of its last official acts beforeger field and softball field” that will be lost to development

Finally, RIRSD seeks to retain one arrow in its quivavent out of existence. Its powers have been assumed byrtfas be difficult to sustain if the court accepts the fact that
should all its others miss the mark. That is the contentiblayor and, as the brief says, with regard to the GDP it field was never a part of the park. Seventy-seven per-
that Southtown requires approval by the City Planning Cotiieasons (or lack thereof) will likely never be known.”  cent of the site now is supposed to be open space, compare
mission under New York City’s zoning laws. This element RIRSD'’s reply brief says that the Board’s decision in 1996 45 percent in the earlier plan, and Related/Hudson main-
of RIRSD’s case was not dealt with in Tompkins’ ruling lasts a devastating fact for respondents since it indicates thains that east-west vistas will actually be enhanced, not di-
year, and the group is asking the appeals court to remé&mel Board, which had both special knowledge of and inteninished. Likewise, “thanks to dramatic reductions in ve-
this question to the trial court should it decide that RIRSEst in Roosevelt Island, rejected RIOC'’s view that the 196&le exhaust emissions and cleaner burning fuel, air quality
will win a reversal only on the one point which all the map had fixed the boundaries of Blackwell Park.” as a whole has greatly improved since 1990, and will likely
rival camps agree: That Tompkins, evidently confusingRIRA makes the same argument in its appeal: “The Boarahtinue to improve,” RIOC's brief states.

RIRSD with RIRA, incorrectly dismissed RIRSD's originalf Estimate’s decision cannot be altered without seeking aiRelated/Hudson says RIRSD’s appeal “lacks any substan-
appeal for missing a filing deadline. (RIOC's lawyers call @amendment to the GDP; any unilateral action by RIOC wouidtion of its claims from experts skilled in the assessment
an inconsequential “acronymical error.”) amount to an unauthorized exercise of legislative power df socioeconomic impacts, visual impacts, shadows, traffic

RIRSD and RIRA are asking the appellate judges to re-Chira’s original petition was notable for its emphasis ampacts, impacts on community character or other areas
verse Tompkins and nullify RIOC’s approval of Southtowrihe aesthetics of the new development. He contended #gtlored in the 1990 EIS and the 1999 Environmental As-
But if RIRSD is granted a retrial only on the question dhe original plan for Southtown in 1990, by maintaining sessment.” And the 1999 assessment, RIOC argues, far from
Tompkins’ obvious error, it wants to compel the lower coulargebuffer space, did not create a “significant visual impacbeing a cursory finding, was based on an “extensive review
to consider whether Southtown should be subject to a Gity the Blackwell farmhouse. “In contrast, the 1999 project the potential environmental impacts” and therefore quali-
Planning Commission assessment of, for example, the “gxevides for construction of a 16-story building practically difes as the “hard look” that New York law requires when
isting capacity of public schools or other public facilitie$op of and next to Blackwell House, permanently impairing isste plans are changed.
serving the area.” visual character and creating day-long shadows on it.” The Environmental Quality Act, Related/Hudson says, “is

If RIRSD were to succeed in having the case remandedhe 1990 plan Chira alludes to was designed by Raquek a forum for a design competition. Nor does SEQRA
for a zoning review, or in getting important elements dkamati & Associates, for which RIOC commissioned a 608zquire that every neighbor be satisfied before a project may
Tompkins’ decision reversed, the timetable for constructigage Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The Ramatove forward.”
of Southtown would be lengthened considerably, a congdan was never built, in part because of a real estate dowrBut Related/Hudson said it did respond to “a significant num-
guence that the developers have tried to contrast with tHgim, but also because it posed, as Related-Hudson says, ter-of public comments” when it formulated Southtown, and in
own desire to “add 2,000 units of badly-needed affordabf@dable structural, economic and design problems,” inclutihat sense it is not entirely immune from the same contradic-
and market-rate housing within New York City.” ing a proposed 28-story tower over the subway line that bons associated with RIRSD’s environmental appeal.

Related/Hudson thus accuses its opponents of stalling, ss86ts the Southtown site. Building over the tunnel provedrhis is from the Sive, Paget & Riesel brief. “Related/
ing that RIRSD, after its initial notice of appeal, “waitedo be unfeasible, and when Hudson and Related cameHualson provided drop-off parking at every building to mini-
over seven months... and Alternative over eight months Board seven years later, they redesigned the project. mize congestion on Main Street, which was a concern for
perfect [their] appeal[s] in [their] separate action[s] againstThe 1990 study was prepared by an environmental comany residents. In addition, the plan revised the height and
RIOC.” During this period, the developers point out, thgulting firm, Allee King Rosen & Fleming (AKRF). Re-setback of the proposed building closest to the Tram in or-
design and construction of the first phase of Southtown Hated/Hudson, at the suggestion of RIOC, hired the sad&r to minimize any impact on the visual experience of ar-
already begun. company to assess the new plan for Southtown. (A contriwing on the Island. The revised plan also provided a siz-

“By the end of June, infrastructure work for this phase willersial decision, according to LeBoeuf, which asserts ttedile parcel of open space in the southeast corner of
be 40% complete and work on the individual buildings withe choice of the same firm shows that the “respondents Soaithtown for a vastly improved, properly graded soccer/
begin,” the developers said. “The petitioners’ failure to safeet interested in obtaining an unbiased assessment.”) Gotball field, which was a priority for many residents.”
guard their interests by timely prosecuting their appeal andééthe questions was whether the project would create “sigin other words, Related/Hudson argues that the new
seeking an injunction pending appeal is further reason for ddicant new shadow impacts” not envisioned in 1990. He8outhtown is not only economically feasible, it's also, for
nying the relief petitioners demand at this late date.” is RIOC'’s statement on that point: the purposes of satisfying Island residents, quite different

RIOC and the companies argue that the Southtown oppd-Although some of the R/H Site Plan’s buildings are somé&om earlier proposals, and better. Butin terms of the State’s
nents cannot raise issues on appeal that were not presewtegt closer to Blackwell Park, they are also shorter. Tkavironmental law, its significance is the same as a plan of-
to the trial court. Whether the urgency of erecting the builtwo northernmost buildings in the Ramati Site Plan wefered more than 10 years ago.
ings falls into this category, too, will be a matter for th@1- and 26-story towers, as opposed to the more modest 9-

Appellate Division to decide. In any event, the legal ma® 16-story northernmost building in the R/H Site Plan. RIOC’S 1999 Vote
ters to be argued when the appeal is heard on June 12 cafhesefore, though the R/H Site Plan’s northernmost build-Looking for riddles? There are two in this part of the
summarized under three main headings: Blackwell Parkg would be closer to Blackwell Park, by approximatelgppeal. RIRSD poses the first one with this question to the

the environmental review, and RIOC’s 1999 vote. 100 feet, it would also be 10 stories shorter and theref@gpeals judges:
would cast shorter, smaller shadows.” “Was the September 22, 1999, RIOC Resolution approv-
Blackwell Park ing the 1999 Plan invalid because it was passed at a RIOC
Chira, the Residents Association and RIRSD all say that Environmental Studies meeting without a quorum, in violation of the General Con-

the Southtown plan violates the legally-binding GDP by re-Justice Tompkins ruled that the RIOC Board compliestruction Laws?”

ducing the size of Blackwell Park, which contains the lan#4th the proper standards and procedures in deciding not tRIRSD says that Justice Tompkins did not address the
mark house of the Island’s 18th-century farmers. The GO@grform a new or supplemental EIS on the Southtown plajuestion, even though his ruling stated: “The contention
they argue, requires that “approximately six acres” separte not up to the court to judge the merits of a project, tigat RIOC's resolution lacked validity based upon a pur-
Southtown from Northtown, and RIOC cannot change thigote. “Rather, the court’s role is to ensure that the agermyrted inadequate number of Board members is conclusively
requirement. Only 3.86 acres will remain if Southtown igentified the relevant areas of environmental concern, towbutted by the affidavits of Kenneth Leitner, the Board’s
built as planned, the opponents contend, and the buffelachard look’ at them and presented a ‘reasoned elabosaeretary,” establishing that on Sept. 22, “there were six
space between the two residential communities will be elintien’ for its determination.” members of the Board, a majority of whom approved the
nated. In dismissing the environmental challenges to Southtowesolution.”

The court’'s mediation of this argument may well depenidbmpkins said that Chira did not show that RIOC had failedThat ruling would appear to be fairly straightforward, ex-
on its notion of “approximately,” because the land in quets perform the required analysis, or had acted in an “arbept for the fact that by law, RIOC is supposed to have nine
tion may be little more than a half acre. trary or capricious” manner — the standard of judicial r&oard members, and that number is the basis for determin-

RIOC says that the positioning of Eastwood reducetew of an agency action. ing a quorum, or the majority of a fully-constituted public
Blackwell Park from 6 to 3.86 acres, while also allowing for RIRSD is contesting this ruling on several fronts. ThHeody, RIRSD argues. By this standard, the RIOC Board
the creation of a different park — Capobianco Field — nortieBoeuf brief argues — in a highly technical reading efas short-handed by one member when it approved
of Eastwood. This shift in the configuration of the Island’SEQRA regulations, amendments and case law — that 8muthtown, and its decision is void.
open spaces is documented in environmental impact stdt@99 plan for Southtown should be considered a new “acRIRSD’s argument hinges on the distinction between a
ments and assessments dating to 1972, as cited in the RIOC under State law. If the appeals judges were to accepting requirement and a quorum requirement: “Under New
brief. The “informal soccer field” at the north tip of the 19this conclusion, it would follow that RIOC failed to adher&’ork law, clear statutory language is needed to pre-empt
acre Southtown site, now fenced off, was never part tof a long list of procedural duties associated with a fullhe quorum requirements of the General Construction Laws.
Blackwell Park, RIOC says, and “exists solely because ftddged environmental review, any one of which, the briéfad the Legislature intended to make the RIOC quorum vary
the long delay in completing Southtown.” Thus, the plasays, would be “fatal” to the 1999 RIOC resolution. with the number of RIOC vacancies, it could have easily
does not, in itself, reduce Blackwell Park, which, being onThis part of the appeal appears to be a refigltimgzard done so by simply stating that ‘the majority of officers then
the east side of the Island, never constituted a full bufféealty v. N.Y. State Urban Development Cadl989 de- in office shall constitute a quorum.”
anyway. The buffer, RIOC says, will be a combination @fsion involving the State’s 42nd Street revitalization project. The rationale behind a quorum requirement is simple de-
Blackwell Park and the Meditation Steps area on the wdstthat case, RIOC’s brief says, “The court reasoned that continued on next page
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Southtown , from preceding page New York’s highest court, the Court of Ap-
mocracy, RIRSD says: If the majority ofpeals, reversed that ruling.
officers then in office were the standard, LeBoeuf cites the high court’s decision to

“then the RIOC Board could conceivablybuttress its argument that general State la
dwindle to one member who could act omnust prevail on a quorum question when th '1 ) l' 1 1
behalf of all of RIOC.” “plain language” of a board’s statute is si-

The lawyers for RIOC take several aptent on a quorum. L L

proaches in countering this argument. First, Carter, Ledyard, & Milburn, however, uses

as a matter of procedure, they contend thete Wolkoff case to support an interpreta-

the “petitioners may not raise new issues faion on a different tangent, saying that the . i

the first ime on appeal, particularly wheréhigh court’s use of the “more liberal Gen- The Youth Program’s Little League Baseball Season has had the benefit of good baseb
RIOC might have offered proof to refute theieral Construction Law to validate the ARB’sweather throughout April, and the standings through April 30th are as follows:
assertions.” RIOC argues that RIRSD’&ction” supports RIOC’s understanding of

original petition dealt only with the questionits enabling legislation. Minors Majors

of a majority vote, not a quorum. LeBoeuf “The laws of New York create scores of Green 3 -1 Navy 4 -2

counters that “purely legal theories may beouncils, commissions and the like that have Royal 2 - 2 Royal 3-2-1

raised for the first time on appeal.” specific requirements as to the makeup of Navy 2 - 2 Red 3-3
Second, while conceding that the RIOGheir membership,” the Court of Appeals Red 1 -3 Greenl-4-1

statute lacks a quorum requirement, the lavgaid, in a section quoted by RIOC's lawyers.
yers say it does provide that “any action taken“For us to imply a requirement that the In theMinors, the Green team continued in first place although they were beaten las
by the directors of the corporation shall beoice of each group, constituency and afBaturday by the Navy team 2-0 in a well-played game. In the other Minor League gam
taken by majority vote of the directafeen pointing authority be represented in everyrom April 28, the Royal team defeated the Red team 6-1 for their second win in a row. Th
in office” _ _ single official act performed by the bodyRroyal team had their best offensive showing of the season led by Anass Dorani, who we
_Finally, the brief says, a looser interpretawould impose an unreasonable burden,” thefor 3, including a home run. Ben Duffy and Alfredo Figueroa each went 2 for 3, and Katie
tion of quorum can be inferred from RIOC’sWolkoff opinion says. _Fallone and Alexandra Fallone added hits to the attack.
history and purpose as a public benefit cor- The ruling thus could be seen as creating
poration. Of the nine Board members, twa conflict in judicial standards, and the | the Majors, the Navy team moved into first place by defeating the Royal team on
are top State officials — the CommissioneBouthtown case, in effect, invites the Appelapyi| 28 for their fourth straight win. The Navy team’s winning streak has been marked by
of the Division of Housing and Communitylate Division to clarify what should take pre- tstanding starting pitching from Eric Miranda and Rahim Drame. In the other Major
Renewal (DHCR) and the Budget Directorcedence in a quorum case: A board's adh§ra,q.e game from April 28, the Red team defeated the Green team in extra innings by an
or their designees — and seven are guberrence to strict democratic procedure, or t0 it5 oy iy the most exciting game of the season to date. With the score tied 6-6 after :
g;r\'ﬁl]g&p&rét?nejs?lfjikr)é?%tg(;escgrrfé?e%%%?égmyIto punish, or build, or regulate, for ex'mnings, the Green team took a 7-6 lead in the top of the seventh. However, with the bas
: mple. . oaded in the bottom of the seventh, Jonathan Singh hit a monstrous double to win the gal
the mayor. One of the mayoral choices must The second part of the riddle of Sept. 2 or the Red team. The Red team received strong starting pitching from Jorvier Falcon, ar

beT?]?SIusclﬁqubre?:gﬁg,t’.law has created probé?g Qﬁe%OS'?Cel(;nsw';]vz)oreofréggnfélért%/gt[e)Ir_lsC—. ely hitting from Shirome Dixon and Adam Silverschotz. The Green team was led by the
P ' P ay of Lamar Burrows and Thomas Herlihy.

lems, RIOC argues: “Until Dec. 28, 1999Commissioner, and George Westervelt, wh®
one of the mayoral recommendation posrepresented the Budget Director. RIRSD : . -
tions hacheverbeen filled because none ofargues that Hicks and Westervelt lacked ay- !N Senior Leagueaction, the Roosevelt Island Youth Program team, playing in the East
the various candidates had survived thigority to cast their votes because their namé&iver Baseball Association, continued in first place with a 4-2 record. The Seniors de
lengthy process.” Another of the mayoralvere among a roster of eight possible desi¢gated the Big Apple Sports Club team 7-6 on April 21, before dropping a game to th
positions had been vacant since 1993. Thees listed in letters from the top State offiY Orkville 2 team on April 28. In their win over Big Apple, the Seniors trailed 6-2 going to
third vacancy was created by the 1998 resials to RIOC, whereas the plain languagi€ last inning; however, after 4 walks, Carlos Hiraldo doubled over the left fielder's heac
ignation of Island resident Ronald Vass andf the RIOC statute states that the budgé® make the score 6-5 and put runners on second and third, and Seth Kaufman follow
not filled until April 2000. Historically, director and housing commissioner “mayvith a sacrifice fly to deep left center field that scored the tying and winning runs when the
RIOC argues, the Board has had to act witleach designaten officer or employee of his ‘center fielder fell down after making the catch. Brandon Stueber picked up the win ir
out its full complement of directors, and itsespective division to represent such mengelief, allowing only one hit in three innings. Deshawn Pearson, the team’s leadoff batte
own bylaws stipulate a quorum of the member at meetings of the corporation,” not mulhad five walks in the two games to push his on-base percentage to .525.
bers then in office. tiple designees.
“To impose the quorum requirement urged In reply, RIOC’s lawyers again caution
by the petitioners would severely restricagainst a literal interpretation of the law, ar-
RIOC's ability to act at all,” RIOC's attor- guing that “petitioners’ unduly formulaic
neys argue, in just one of several explicpproach to the appointment process would L
statements suggesting that the technical reamper the Board’s ability to function ef- etters
quirements of the democratic process mufdctively.”
take a back seat to the job at hand — RIOC’s"A fair and reasonable interpretation of the
mission to “plan, design, develop, operat(RIOC Act allows for multiple appoint- To Assemblymember Pete Grannis:
maintain and manage Roosevelt Island.” ments,” the brief states, because the Statel am writing to express anger and frustration and to plead, once again, for your help.
Strict application of the quorum require-agencies’ appointees “are unlikely to live on | am sure you are aware of RIOC's latest fiasco — an attempt to shut down the Tramwz
ments “would, without justification, frustrate Roosevelt Island and therefore travel to an@r five days forSpidermanwith essentially no advance notice to residents. | understand
the purpose of the RIOC Act,” the brief saysattendance at meetings could be burdensom need for revenue from such ventures, but RIOC'’s attempt to do this without any sen
“Thus, from the purposes of RIOC, it shouldor any one individual.” Under this argu-pjance of consideration for resident needs is inexcusable.
be inferred that a different quorum requirementient, any one of a number of possible ap-pByt this is just the latest in a series of RIOC statements or actions that make it cle
was intended than that which the General Copeintees can serve the purpose of represepdsident needs and views don’t count under the present administration at 591 Main Stre
struction Law would otherwise require. ing the agencies’ interests on Roosevelt Is-, steyen Hicks, DHCR Deputy Commissioner and former Chair of the RIOC Board:
From a strictly legal standpoint, one of théand, a point reinforced by the brief's equasy/e are not here to answer resident questions.”

most interesting arguments here — and orien of the languagesh officer or employee” - “, 3onn Mannix, Board member of RIOCPablic Benefit Corporation“RIOC isa real
with potential implications for other New to mean &nyrepresentative so de&gnated.”estate company.

Yorkvg\;/O\I/ker?fing %%dies_—ri]nvr?l_ves_,t ad1b996 R'tRSD i_r|1|sists| thaé t[thel multipﬁ Q?pointt- « Mary Beth Labate, DHCR Deputy Commissioner and current RIOC Board Chair, a:
caseyVolkort vs. LNassjiwnich IS cited by ments are iliegal, and it aiso sent Leitner, N 14 matthew Katz on Thursday, April 26 (paraphrased): There is no need for a publi
both sides in Southtown. The Wolkoff cas@oard's secretary, on a 15-year paper cha ssion at RIOC meetings because all decisions are made (in Executive Session) before

involved a dispute before a medical discito try and trace the reasons for the three vg=">. : : : ;
plinary board, the Administrative Reviewcancies. RIRSD did not accept Leitner’ eetings begin.The WIREnas been asking me for contact information of RIOC Board

Board (ARB) for Professional Medical Con-affidavits to the trial court as establishing thaf!€MPers but| don't think it's a good idea. After all, they all have private lives. (Note: This
duct, made up of three professionals and twthere were only six Board members at theeting took place two days before public notice of the tram shutdown, yet neither Laba

e i ; i ioned it to Matt.)
laypeople. Only the physicians were in atime of the vote, saying he had not producd?P’ Rob Ryan mentioned it t
tendance when the board voted 3-0 to affirRIOC files or other evidence to show, for * At Monday's Town Meeting, Mait Katz repeatedly asked the RIOC Board members
a finding of misconduct in the Wolkoff case example, that previous Board members hagf€sent (Patrick Stewart and David Kraut) if they would like to say something. Neither did
The Appellate Division reversed the decireally quit. On appeal, Leitner said his search the Board knew about the tram closing, why didiéyinform the public and why didn’t

sion, agreeing with the plaintiff that the deturned up “no original document” or file thatthey inform RIOC of necessary alternate services as provided in the past? If the Boa
cision had to be made by the full board. Butould serve as better evidence. wasn't informed by RIOC management in a timely manner, why didn’t these resident Boar

members step up to the mike and complain about that?
* When a resident said that the resident Board members represent the community, Day

. Kraut called out, “No | don't. | represent the State.”
Pete, as you certainly know from past experience, from Board member votes, and as t
y . . above statements so clearly emphasize, residents have no real representation on the Bc

that runs and makes critical decisions for the Island. Only when resident Board membe

- 1 areelected will they be answerable to, and therefore more responsive to, the community
. P?O&?d Certlﬂed . . | implore you, Pete, to deverything within your powen obtain self-governance for
Spe(ﬂa]_lst 1mn Adu]_t Medlclne Roosevelt Islandow— inthis legislative session. The bill is once again poised for action
.. and it cannot happen without you.
(Internal Medicine) I commend you for contacting Senator Olga Mendez in order to move things ahead. (I a

sending a similar letter to her.) | also thank you for introducing the “Open Spaces Bill,” whict
might save some of our parkland from ill-conceived and unwanted development. But deteric

Health Plans rating landmarks and infrastructure, lack of or insufficient services, and callous disregard for tf
Accepted needs and desires of the residents, make locally-elected rule more necessary than ever.
32-BJ Medicare We might not nee@pidermarbut we certainly do need a hero or two willing to come to
Aetna/USHealthcare our rescue! . _
Empire Blue Cross 832'23 10 Now accepting Linda Heimer
CIGNA Oxford Medicare P.S.: I have just learned that RIOC has made arrangements to accommodate some of
HIP requests made by residents. Although somewhat gratifying, why did it haptea very

Oxford day shooting is to commenard why did it take numerous emergency phone calls, e-mails

and a Town Meeting to do it? My concerns and requests to you stand, Pete.

501 Main Street CC: Representative Carolyn Maloney
Senator Olga Mendez (separate letter)
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044 Councilmember Gifford Miller
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This summer,
the fun’s in the forest.

Come to camp, learn to ski!

To what???

You'lf fove our forest full of fun-filled activities!
Three heated pools with three thrilling
water slides, soccer, baschall, basketball,
tennis, golf, street hockey, zipline, sailing,
archery, po-carts, horseback riding, music,
crafts, computer, nature and science,
drama and dance—and skiing all summer!

«and fhe chance te choose your favorites!

SPORTS ACADEMY
PROGRAM
FASERALL * SOCCER » TENNIS

WELL TAKE WOl
ON A GLRDED TOHAR—
CALL FOR AN APPOWWTMENT,

516-626-109¢

BROADWAY VACUUM

AND AFFLIANCE REFAIR COr.

wo- 36-16 Broadway Eotas
o Astoria Tozg

['? 18) 728-4242 « 728-4406

AIR CONDITiONING

Thww Waall & Window A Corechilicamans
+ Sglas + Senvice * Instollation
= Beasonable Roles - All Makes & Models
+ Chaparn Claaning - Wa Recharge A/C
Units = Licensed &4,/C Repair

e
500033, 000 BT AL Awvasd e = Clrnch & Dl Evmapronalin
Beuold: ko Gmva Dl breitolnd i & CHeuds Thassesasol
B = Ls l.- s Bl
Fea Hoibakas Farsrand = Clmad Fermar & Flagebssas Fillis

Expert Taior

on Premises

Roosevelt
Island

571 Main St
758-1778  Cleaners
New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better
FAST. Your Neighborhood Cleaners
EFFICIENT, -
RELIABLE, We mw
COURTEOUS Free delveries on arders $15Up

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your leg'worlg
Budget Oriented w8

1me-saving

,Curn/'fure
L/p/vo/;te’r'y 5/ lpcovers
\Vallpaper &~ L—abric
CdTpef é—« A'r’ea /ngf
A// Mnc/ow 77:eatmeni‘s
7C/oo7" (c;r—« 7e—r’mce iles
L/'gAf/'ng
arpentry
/K/fcléen /?enovaf/'on
pa/mf é—d qu ;C/'n/'s'lées'

Acces‘s‘or/és'

C/o;e?.‘ Design

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

Become a F%l:er Parent

Open Your Arms to Help A Child
Sheltering Arms Children Service

122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702




