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Youth Program Nears Goal
– $1 Million for New Center

See Forster , page 14

See Trellis , page 6

by Francine Lange
On Sunday afternoons when, as a young girl,

Gwendolyn Johnson-Acsádi climbed into a
backyard tree at her Washington, D.C., home,
she always carried a book to read.  There, shaded
by the tree’s leaves, she’d let the stories trans-
port her into other worlds, other lives, other his-
tories.  Only her mother’s voice, calling
“Gwendolyn, Gwendolyn,” could carry her back
to the present.  Back then, she wasn’t dreaming
of becoming a highly-respected demographer
at the United Nations or a best-selling novelist.
But the printed words were already etching their
power onto her young mind and, over the years,
providing a foundation for what she does to-
day.

These days, Johnson-Acsádi works in two
worlds and, appropriately enough, uses two
names.  Her demographic clients know her as
Gwendolyn Johnson-Acsádi.  To the readers of
her award-winning romance novels, she is
Gwynne Forster.  The connection between the
two seemingly-unrelated professions is a story
in itself.  In college, she was attracted to jour-

by Anusha Shrivastava
The Roosevelt Island Youth Pro-

gram will be richer by nearly a mil-
lion dollars in the next few weeks.
The funds are to be used for site
renovations.  Alternatively, a per-
manent facility at a new site could
be built.

The money has come from New
York State’s Community Enhance-
ment Facilities Assistance Program
and from an allocation in the City’s
budget.  The first installment of
$150,000 was secured in April of
this year from Assemblymember
Pete Grannis’s office.  The second,
$610,000, was announced June 9
by City Councilmember Gifford
Miller.

“A promise made should be a
promise kept.  This is what I am
trying to do by securing this money
for the Youth Program,” said
Charles De Fino, the Executive Di-
rector of the Youth Program, half-
smiling as he sank into his chair in
an office crowded with equipment
and stacks of papers.  “We don’t
have storage space and our equip-
ment gets stolen so I have to keep
everything locked up in my office,”
he said by way of explanation.

The Youth Program was moved
out of the basement space now oc-

Islanders

One Woman, Two Lives, Two Names, and 15 Books
nalism and took sociology courses to prepare.
But she fell in love with demography and popu-
lation studies and got a masters degree in soci-
ology from Howard University and another in
economics/demography from The American
University in Washington.  From school, she
went to work for the United Nations and, while
traveling abroad on that organization’s behalf,
she met her future husband, Dr. George Acsádi,
another demographer.

Johnson-Acsádi’s work took her to many
countries – by her own count she has visited 63
– representing the UN Secretary General, lec-
turing, conducting workshops and delivering
research at conferences worldwide.  As chief of
the Fertility Studies Section of the Population
Division, she was responsible for research in-
volving fertility levels and conditions around
the world.

It was during one of her many trips that an-
other passion emerged.  Johnson-Acsádi always
carried books she would read, then discard when
she got to her destination.  But on one flight she

Charlie de Fino
Surrounded by Youth Program clientele, City Council Speaker Peter Vallone (jacket over shoulder) and Councilmember
Gifford Miller attended Roosevelt Island Day to announce a grant to the Youth Program.

City Council Bans Ads on Tram Cabins,
Raising Pleas of Need from RIOC Board

Democratic Election of the RIOC Board
Faces Test as Legislative Season Wanes

cupied by The Main Street Theatre
with the promise that it would get
a new space in one of the unused
school buildings when PS/IS 217
was built in 1992.  “That was the
promise made by the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation, but we
ended up being guests of Doryne
Isley of the Roosevelt Island Hous-
ing Management Corporation in
what was then called our ‘tempo-
rary’ headquarters,” said De Fino.
The lease was never concluded for
any of the old school buildings be-
cause the Youth Program was un-
able to get sufficient funding to
construct the new facility.

“When I applied for funds under
the Federal Urban Development
Program, I was rejected because the
Island was not defined as ‘urban.’
The next year, I applied under the
‘rural’ category, to be rejected yet
again.  We did not get the funds
until the restriction was finally re-
moved.  Now, thanks to Pete
Grannis, [City Council Speaker]
Peter Vallone and Gifford Miller,
we have the money to renovate this
space or even move out,” said De
Fino, clearly pleased with develop-
ments.

At this point, it is not entirely
See RIYP, page 12

Briefly...
• New York National Bank is

expanding its Island banking hours
to a full five days a week, dropping
its earlier plan for about two or
three days, according to an adver-
tisement in this issue (page 16).
NYNB representatives are now at
the Chase branch during Chase’s
reduced hours, encouraging Island
depositors to move their accounts
to NYNB.  A chart comparing the
rates and services of NYNB, Chase,
and Montauk Credit Union appears
on page 11.

• Money to restore Blackwell
House was refused in a recent
round of State grants.  RIOC had
planned on the funds to rescue the
decaying landmark, and now must
search for other sources.

• The Historical Society plans a
cruise, on the historic schooner Pio-
neer, around Roosevelt Island on
Sunday, July 8, led by Society
President Judith Berdy.  See
ComingUp, page 3.

• Subway posters tell riders the
current round of changes in service
are too complicated to put on a
poster.  You’ll find a Clip&Save
service chart on page 10 and, while
there are inaccuracies in the long-
term information in the MTA’s
“Manhattan Bridge” service bro-
chure available at subway stations,
MTA promises a brochure specific
to the 63rd Street Tunnel in the Fall.

• Kofi Annan , once a Roosevelt
Islander, has been nominated for a
second term as Secretary General
of the United Nations, and was ex-
pected to be confirmed by the Gen-
eral Assembly.  The Ghanaian’s
last residence, before moving to of-
ficial quarters in 1997, was Island
House.

See Albany , page 10

See Tramway , page 10

by Erik Kriss
Albany Correspondent, Syracuse Herald-Journal

Special to The WIRE
Albany, June 28.  The State Legislature ended its

official 2001 session this week with no advancement
in the movement for self-governance on Roosevelt Is-
land.

The two lawmakers who represent the Island re-
mained at loggerheads, with no agreement on a bill
but plenty of antagonistic rhetoric.

There may be a silver lining, though, as Governor
George Pataki has promised a personal meeting on
the issue with State Senator Olga Mendez (D-Man-
hattan).

Two previous Pataki-Mendez meetings had to be
cancelled recently because of last-minute commit-
ments by the governor.

But Pataki indicated he’s committed to meet with
Mendez to discuss Roosevelt Island and other issues
at her request, according to Michael McKeon, Pataki’s
director of communications and one of his top aides.

And Mendez, who was unavailable for comment this
week because of the death of her mother-in-law, said
in a letter to Island residents she fully expects to meet
with Pataki and top administration officials on Island
self-governance in the near future.

Although residents generally support a bill spon-
sored by Assemblymember Alexander “Pete” Grannis
(D-Manhattan), they’re acutely aware it won’t go any-
where without compromises with Mendez, Pataki and
the State Senate’s Republican majority, which con-
trols legislation in the house.

“We’re concerned the bill be passed this year, be-

by Robert Laux-Bachand
Here in the advertising capital of

the world, where buses are shrink-
wrapped, taxis tout The Lion King
and subway posters invite riders to
eat peanuts, drink spiced rum and
commune with gorillas, the
Roosevelt Island Tramway stands
virtually alone in its mass-transit
non-commercialism.

It’s not that the Tram’s

moneymaking potential has been
overlooked. The nation’s only com-
muter tramway is a destination in
itself, and the station on Second
Avenue is listed in the AIA Guide
to New York City as a “spectacular
exercise in transit architecture.”

But attempts by the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation
(RIOC) to cash in on the
Tramway’s visibility have run into
opposition from the City Council,
which controls the franchise for
Tram operations.  On May 23, the
Council approved a resolution that
tightened the Tram’s advertising
ban to include the “interior portions
of the stations and the Tramway”
and the “exterior of the Tramway
cars” and any related structures.
Previously, the ban covered, basi-
cally, only the exterior of the sta-
tions on both sides of the East
River.

RIOC wanted to sell advertising
to help make up for its large losses
in running the Tram.  It reported a
deficit of $662,000 for the year
ending March 31, 2000, but that
figure, reflecting only direct ex-
penses, cannot serve as a guide to

the current situation, according to
RIOC’s chief financial officer,
Patrick Siconolfi.  He is projecting
a loss of $1.7 million in the 2001
fiscal year, an amount that includes
depreciation and capital costs, as
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters deadline for
August 4 issue:  July 30

To The Editor:
I was sorry to learn of the possi-

bility of a lawsuit against Kaie
Razaghi of the Trellis restaurant.
Although I am just a newcomer
with only two years on the Island,
from what I have seen, Trellis has
tried hard to be a good neighbor
and fit into the community.

The restaurant industry is one of
the most difficult and complex to
succeed in.  Beyond what is visible
to the public are a maze of fire de-
partment, health, building and
safety codes that must be met.  In-
ventory is perishable, equipment
breaks down, hours of operation
are long, turning a profit is
achieved by only one out of four.
This industry is notorious for its
high failure rate.

I write this letter only to point out
that having a restaurant on
Roosevelt Island is an asset which
is enjoyed by many and could be
either lost or turned into one that
changes hands twice a year as each
new owner fails to make a go of it.
The reality of the modest economic
climate here on the Island means that
a huge powerhouse operation that
could quickly respond to community
suggestions that cost tens of thousand
of dollars to implement cannot be
supported here.  If Mr. Razaghi was
forced out of business – a real possi-
bility – I would not assume that the
next operator would be able to rise
to and maintain the standards that the
prospective plaintiff desires.  Eco-
nomic realities will always limit what
can be achieved and maintained.

I hope that an agreement that
takes those realities into consider-
ation can be reached.

Jean Mizutani

To the Editor:
It was great to have ArtFrenzy

extended to our Island.  Congratu-
lations and thanks are in order to
all of those who made it happen,
as well as to all the artists who par-
ticipated in it.

I had to work that Saturday, and
then had a friend coming from the
West coast for a one-day visit that
Sunday, on her way back to Eu-
rope.  Too many things to do, too
little time, so we only got to see the
exhibit in PS217.

Not only the works of art were
most interesting, but also the space
was perfect.  That is a gorgeous
building.  It invites one in.  All the
light and the beautiful view of the
river and trees make it a delightful
place to be in.  It occurred to us
that it is a perfect space for an art
gallery!

We had the opportunity to chat
with Ms. Jacoby as well as with Ms.
Barile-Knox.  The work of Ms.
Jacoby’s in the window at
Westview had already started a dis-
cussion between my friend and me
about sitting for meals with friends
and family.  Ms. Barile-Knox’s
unique way of telling a story
through her quilts fueled the human
relations and the need for a con-
stant contact with art theme further.

My friend and I went on to other
parts of the city after that.  But we
both left convinced that one should
try to make the space at PS217
open to art and to the public when
it is not being used for classes, on
a regular basis.

Would that be feasible at all?  I
know I am not the only one to hope
so.

Rita DeCassia

Governor George Pataki
State Capital
Albany, New York
Dear Governor Pataki:

I know you don’t have any staff to answer letters, but maybe someone
can read this as you decide whether to run for Governor again.  I suggest
you don’t count on any votes from Roosevelt Island.

When I moved here in 1978, I called it Paradise Island.  It was without
fault, breathtakingly beautiful.

I never thought anything could make Dr. Jerome Blue look good, but
your appointee, incompetent, overpaid carpetbagger Robert Ryan, has
managed it.  It’s now Trash Island.

We have one street, Main Street.  For the last six months it has been
strewn with paper, never removed.  About two months ago, realizing
that Mr. Ryan considers this appropriate to the slum be wants to make of

To the Editor:
Several weeks ago my cousin and

I were sitting on a bench in the rock
garden behind 546 when my cousin
had a seizure.  There wasn’t a soul
around so I called as loudly as I
could for help.  After a while a
gentleman in a nearby building re-
sponded, asked where we were and
what was wrong.  He called 911.
We couldn’t see one another
through the tree branches.  After
that a young woman came down the
536 ramp asking if she could help.
She went to Public Safety.

I want to thank that gentleman for
his help.  All turned out well.

Neighbors are so important.
Bless them.

Name Withheld by Request

To the Editor:
One recent sunny and beautiful

early evening in Blackwell Park,
children were playing peacefully
and I was watching them with a cell
phone in my hand, talking with my
wife.  Suddenly, I was hit in the
back of my neck, near my right ear,
by a stone fired from a slingshot.
Turning, I saw two kids with the
weapons, which can be deadly.

I started to run after them, but
dropped my cell phone, and it
smashed.  One of the kids was on
the run.  The other was hiding be-
hind a tree, saying, “I didn’t do that.
I didn’t do that.”

I grabbed the boy’s arm, still
holding the slingshot, and took him
to a Public Safety Officer who was
on the Main Street sidewalk.  The
officer told me, in so many words,
“you can’t touch him because he’s
a minor.”  The Officer said, “If
someone called us about a man
grabbing a kid by his arm and tak-
ing him somewhere, you would be
arrested, and if the father of the kid
saw you grabbing his arm, you
might be beaten by the father.”

What would you do when a kid
who could be the one who shot you
from behind with a deadly weapon
is there in front of you saying, “I’m
not the one who hit you”?

The officer also said a victim
should not try to catch perpetrators,
because they might be carrying a
knife and there could be injuries.  I
guess he was speaking the truth.
But he also mentioned how busy
Public Safety is, said, “We only
have about four Officers each shift,
and we are working overtime with-
out getting paid for overtime.”

We need to do something about
this, as soon as possible, for the
safety of our community.  Please
write letters to RIOC President
Robert Ryan (591 Main Street).

I called 911 to file a police re-
port while the Public Safety Officer
was searching for the kid who ran
away, still carrying his slingshot,
but he couldn’t be found.  The Of-
ficer took the other boy and me to
the PSD Youth Officer.  The Of-
ficer told me the Youth Officer
knows the boy, said I shouldn’t
worry and should let Public Safety
do its job.  He let the boy go be-
cause he is a minor.

The next day, I found my neck
felt wrong and visited the Emer-
gency Room at New York Hospi-
tal.

This could have been more seri-
ous.  Had I been hit in the eye, I
could have lost my sight.  The
youngsters involved are still out
there, still with their slingshots.
And they know they cannot be
touched because they are minors.

Hisato Takahashi

To the Editor:
I have been a reverse commuter from Roosevelt Island for a few years

now and observer of traffic management by the Public Safety Depart-
ment.  I believe a more proactive traffic enforcement program would be
beneficial.

It seems to me that several of the policies employed by Public Safety
produce results that are diametrically opposite of those intended, includ-
ing the following:

Every weekday morning I walk to the garage.  For the past few years a
member of the Public Safety Department has been sitting in a vehicle
observing whether drivers coming down the ramp from the bridge come
to a full stop and ticketing some (not all) of those that do not.

During the peak arrival hours for hospital employees, between 7:30
and 8:00, the line of cars waiting to stop at times backs up to the top of
the ramp and sometimes to the bridge itself.

My informal eyeball survey indicates that only ten percent of cars do,
in fact, need to stop to permit pedestrians to cross the street at the bottom
of the ramp.  Since all cars have come to a stop at that sign, many have
been delayed and are rushing to get to their jobs.  The unintended result
is that after coming to a full stop drivers then do not stop at stop signs on
Main Street, creating a traffic hazard.

A solution might be for the Public Safety Officers on duty to get out of
their vehicles and direct traffic at the bottom of the ramp, only stopping
cars when pedestrians are present.  This proactive traffic management
action would save driver’s time and increase obedience to traffic signs
on Main Street.

The second issue has to do with the absence of any indication for driv-
ers heading south on Main Street as to where they can turn around.  Cur-
rently, drivers dropping off passengers must travel a total distance of
over one mile to turn around at the Tram station.

I have seen many drivers, mostly taxi and limo drivers, stopped by
officers when making illegal U-turns to get off the Island.  A sign indi-
cating that the U-turn area was ahead would improve adherence to the
“no U-turn” signs.

A reinstatement of the turnaround near Blackwell House would be
even more useful.

Don Eremin

See Letters , page 10

The Tramway Puzzle...
Its Obvious Solution

At the last RIOC meeting, that pesky matter of the
Tramway’s operating deficit came up once again.  This time,
there was a bit of a twist, because at least one Board member –
our good friend Leo Kayser – was miffed that the Democrats
on the City Council had banned advertising on and in the Tram
cabins.

Kayser made it clear that he feels RIOC needs a free hand
with ads.  The reasoning is that the advertising would produce
revenue that might go toward covering that operating deficit –
and perhaps even some of the Tramway’s capital needs antici-
pated in the near future.

City Councilmember Gifford Miller, on the other hand,
seems to have nothing against putting ads on the cabins – per-
haps “shrink-wrapping” them like buses – but he wants to link
permission for such advertising to a specific benefit for his Is-
land constituents:  MetroCard transfers and discounts.

RIOC counters that allowing free transfers to the Tram-
way, combined with the overhead associated with the
MetroCard, would only make the system’s deficit worse.

Thus, a stalemate.
The WIRE applauds Gifford Miller’s drive to integrate the

Tramway into the MetroCard system.  We also applaud Leo
Kayser’s attention to the bottom line.

But we cannot endorse the idea of advertising plastered all
over the Tram cabins.  We might as well hang a sandwich-
board on Lady Liberty.  The Tramway is a symbol – a symbol
not just of Roosevelt Island, but of New York City.  To des-
ecrate it with advertising would – and should – make us a world-
wide esthetic laughingstock.

Instead, the State of New York should subsidize the Tram-
way as it subsidizes every other mass transit system in the
State.  The Tramway, in fact, already covers a higher percent-
age of its per-passenger operating costs than virtually any other
mass transit system in the country.

Our tax dollars subsidize all the others.  Tax dollars should
subsidize the Tramway.  It’s an obvious solution.

Beyond that, there are other creative ways to use the Tram-
way as a revenue-producer:  Souvenirs, passage sold in combi-
nation with other tourist attractions, even discreet institutional
sponsorship.

But advertising on the cabins?  Never.  And if you agree,
let Councilmember Gifford Miller know your feelings (535-5554
or fax 535-6098).  His drive for the MetroCard is good, but he
shouldn’t have to trade ads on the cabins to get it.

DL

The Editorial Page
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RIRA
Column

Mon.-Fri. throughout July , 3:30 p.m., Reading Aloud for children
2-6, Library.

Fri., July 6, 10:30 a.m., Computer Class at the Library.  Introduc-
tion LEO, NYPL’s electronic catalog.  Advance registration required.
Call 308-6423.

Sun., July 8, 1:00 p.m., South Street Seaport Museum Cruise
Around Roosevelt Island aboard the 1885 schooner Pioneer, narrated
by Roosevelt Island Historical Society President Judith Berdy.  $30 ($25
for RIHS members).  Call 748-8600 for Healing Waters reservations.

Wed., July 11, 10:30 a.m., Summer Reading Activity for ages 3-6,
Library.  Pre-registration at the Library required.

Wed., July 11, 6:00 p.m., RIOC’s Summer Sounds on the River
music series.  Morning Star (Irish group), on the Esplanade opposite the
subway.  Free.

Thur., July 12, 9:30 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.  (Executive session normally starts at 9:30, fol-
lowed by open meeting, starting 10:30 or 11:00.)

Fri., July 13, 10:30 a.m., Songs from the Old School, a children’s
concert with original and traditional songs (all ages), presented by Ivan

Ulz, Library.
Tue., July 17, 6:30 p.m., Book Dis-

cussion Group, Snow Falling on Ce-
dars by David Guterson, Library.  Ad-
vance registration required (limit of 20
participants); book available at Library.

Wed., July 18, 10:30 a.m., Summer
Reading Activity for ages 6-12, Library.  Pre-registration required.

Wed., July 18, 6:00 p.m, RIOC’s Summer Sounds on the River
music series.  The Salt Brothers (jazz), on the Esplanade opposite the
subway.  Free.

Fri., July 20, 10:30 a.m., Toddler Program for ages 2-3, Library.
Pre-registration required.

Tue., July 24, 10:00 a.m., Rivercross Maintenance Increase Hear-
ing, DHCR offices, Room 510, 25 Beaver Street.  (Deadline for com-
ments, July 20.)

Tue., July 24, 11:00 a.m., Kids Project Summer Camp – Come As
You Are, a disability-awareness program for children of all ages, pre-
sented by The Kids Project, Library.

Wed., July 25, 10:30 a.m., Summer Reading Activity for ages 3-6,
Library.  Pre-registration required.

Wed., July 25, 6:00 p.m., RIOC’s Summer Sounds on the River
music series.  Cocktail Angst (21st Century cabaret).  Free.

Fri., July 27, 10:30 a.m., Puppet Show, Hansel and Gretel for ages
4-10, Library.

Sat., August 4, next issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Deadlines:
Advertising in the paper, Fri., July 27; decision on stuffers for The Bag,
Mon., July 30; materials due Thur., August 2.  Future issues:  Aug. 25,
Sept. 8, Sept. 22, Oct 6, Oct. 20, Nov. 3, Nov. 17, Dec. 1, Dec. 15, then
every two weeks starting early in January, 2002.  Phone/fax for news,
826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising inquiries, 751-8214/
755-2540; to list your organization’s Island events here (no charge),
fax information to 755-2540, or e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com.

Tue., Aug. 21, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion Group, Behind the Scenes
at the Museum by Kate Atkinson, Library.  Advance registration required
(limit of 20 participants); book available at Library.

Thur., Sept. 13, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Oct. 8-14, week-long celebration of New York History Festival and
Roosevelt Island Historical Association’s 25th Anniversary.  Events
to be announced.

Thur., Oct. 11, 9:30 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.  (Executive session normally starts at 9:30, fol-
lowed by open meeting, starting 10:30 or 11:00.)

Thur., Nov. 8, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Tuesday
1:00, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well (stretch)
10:00, English as 2nd Lang.
10:30, Oriental Calligraphy

(7/11, 7/25, 8/1, 8/15, 8/29)
Thursday

10:00, Tai Chi (7/5, 7/12, 7/19)
10:30, VNS Blood Pressure

(7/5, 7/19, 8/2, 8/16, 8/30)
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance Class

Friday
10:00, Yoga Stretch (exc. 7/20)
7:30, Lotto  (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo

Senior Center

Compiled by WIRE staff – Fax information to 755-2540
e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com

or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information
to MainStreetWire@rcn.com, fax
to 755-2540, or leave copy at
desk at 531 Main Street,
addressed to The WIRE.

Matthew Katz
Residents Association President

Michele Claudio
Marchand

Michele Claudio Marchand,
daughter of long-time residents of
Roosevelt Island, Jim and Gloria
Baehler, died June 10, 2001, after
a losing battle with sarcoma, a rare
form of cancer.

Michele was born in New York
City on July 28, 1949, to first-gen-
eration Americans, Gloria Bertoli
de Claudio and Michaelangelo
Claudio.

Michele worked her way through
college, and graduated from the
State University of New York at
Stony Brook, earning a B.A. in an-
thropology.  She later studied ar-
cheology because of her interest in
her Peruvian roots and Inca ances-
tors.

Subsequently, Michele studied
and earned certification as an Herb-
alist.  She was always a healer, sup-
plying members of her family with
healing potions and advice on heal-
ing teas and herbs.

As a child, Michele was known
for her good humor and optimism.
Teachers in grade school would
send any unhappy or sick child to
Michele and she would uplift their
spirits with her own good cheer.
She cured others, and had never
been sick a day in her life until last
January, when she was struck, as if
by lightning, with this rare, incur-
able cancer.  There will be a “Cel-
ebration of Michele’s Life” today
(June 30), in Sonoma, California,
where she spent many happy years
of her married life.

Michele is survived by her older
sister, Madelaine Claudio
Schiering, her husband, Roger
Marchand, and her mother, Gloria
Claudio Baehler.

Gloria N. Baehler

Dear Neighbors:
As a few of you may have heard,

my daughter, Michele Claudio
Marchand, died on June 10, 2001,
from the merciless effect of a rare
form of cancer, called sarcoma.  She
would have been 52 on July 28.

I, together with my husband, Jim,
my daughter, Madelaine Schiering,
and her husband, John, whom
many of you also know, want to
thank you all for your prayers, your
cards, flowers, and your words of
comfort and support through this
most trying and painful period of
our lives.

Michele, the younger of my two
girls, was always cheerful and happy
as a child.  As an adult, she embraced
life with gusto and relished every day
with joy and optimism.  I called her
my very own medicine woman and
“my little healer.”  She counseled me
about healing herbs and tinctures
and, in fact, did succeed in keeping
me healthy.

I would like to relate to you what
someone said about her, which I
think wraps up Michele’s personal-
ity and love of life in a very nice

About subscriptions:  The Main Street WIRE, which is delivered free
to every residential door on Roosevelt Island, does not solicit off-Island
subscriptions but, as a courtesy, provides first-class mailing on day of publication.
The cost is $50/year (for about 20-24 issues, published fortnightly September-
May, and less often June-August) to cover postage and materials.  A check
payable to The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address, to The WIRE, 531
Main Street #413, NYC10044.  Most of each edition also appears, with many
achived back issues, on Website NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com.

Elizabeth Hart Kennedy
Island resident Elizabeth Hart Kennedy, former hotel administrator

and the mother of Rivercross resident Carole Kennedy, died May 28 at
age 92.  She was born in Philadelphia at a time when children waited at
the windows at dusk for the lamplighters to bring on the night.

Her lifespan covered nearly the entire century that rocked the world
from World War I through moon walks, the computer revolution and
everything between and beyond, and yet she took it all in stride and
never looked back.

Her determination, high standards, wit, generosity and grace were les-
sons in living for those she loved and her joie de vivre and sparkle light
up memories of her.

A memorial service was held at Frank E. Campbell’s on June 2, and
Elizabeth Hart Kennedy was interred at the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine on June 6.

Special Events
Sat., June 30, 1:00, Fourth of

July Party
Thur., July 5, 11:30, Shopping

Trip to Queens
Mon., July 9, 11-12:30,

MetroCard Bus
Wed., July 18, RISA Atlantic

City trip
Sun., July 29, matinee, 42nd

Street (Broadway show)

Home-delivered
meals available:

744-5022, ext. 1203

I’m back.  First Vice-President Byron Gaspard wrote the last RIRA
column while Sherie and I were enmeshed in the throes of our move
from Manhattan Park to Westview.  I asked him to fill in for me while I
was up to my eyeballs in cardboard boxes, and this he ably accomplished.
Thanks, and a tip of the hat to Byron.  I will ask other officers of the
Residents Association to write future columns so as to offer varying points
of view while satisfying my natural inclination for sloth.

This is The WIRE’s Fourth of July issue, and once again, we Roosevelt
Islanders find ourselves celebrating our nation’s release from tyranny
while continuing to fight against tyranny at home.  As you know, Roosevelt
Island is owned by New York City and leased for ninety-nine years to
the State.  We are governed by a public benefit corporation (RIOC) that
treats us like the fourteenth of the
original colonies.  We are depen-
dent upon a Board of Directors and
President, all political appointees,
who serve at the pleasure of the
Governor, not an electorate.  We
have been denied effective local
government while our City, State
and Federal representatives are
powerless against the all-pervasive
hegemony of RIOC.

Over three sessions of the New
York State Legislature, a group of Island citizens has labored to con-
struct legislation that would enfranchise this community.  We have tried
to incorporate language that would satisfy the need for representative
balance among the diverse forms of housing, and allay the fears of fiscal
intemperance.  Most crucially, we’ve tried to devise a bill that both the
Assembly and Senate would pass and the Governor sign.  We have been
thwarted by political intransigence, internecine bickering by our elected
representatives, and other issues that have little to do with serving a con-
stituency of voters.  The State Senate adjourned on June 20 without con-
sidering any version of our bill.  We are told that they will be back in
mid-July and that our cause is not lost for another season.  However, for
a bill to be presented, much less passed, requires a capacity to negotiate
that seems sadly lacking in our Statehouse.  I’m not ready to despair or
give up, but I do wish our elected reps
would remember for whom they work.

What makes this year’s attempt to ac-
quire community control of our future
so important is the big blue fence sur-
rounding our Blackwell Field, and all
that it implies.  While the State decides
whether we are to be masters of our own
fate, the developers of Roosevelt Island
are lining up to build – what?  Appar-
ently, anything they want that enhances
RIOC’s bottom line.  Yet, there is a
General Development Plan (GDP), part
of the Master Lease that defines the re-
lationship between City and State.  The
GDP calls for a clear division between
residential areas and open-space/park
areas with clear guidelines for the af-
fordable housing that is supposed to be
this planned community’s raison d’être.  These needs, spelled out by
Philip Johnson and John Burgee in 1969, are, if anything, scarcer and
more in demand by New Yorkers today than they were thirty years ago.

RIOC’s assertion that they can ignore or amend the GDP with impu-
nity has never been tested until now.  Three community groups, includ-
ing the Roosevelt Island Residents Association, have argued in Court
against constructing the first three residential buildings of Southtown on
Blackwell Field, our Common and the planned buffer between Northtown
and Southtown.  The appeal hearing was less than three weeks ago, and
by the time you read this, there may be a ruling.  I thought the Island
attorneys made our case well, but I’m neither a lawyer nor one of the five
Appellate judges, and your guess is as good as mine.  Much rests with
this verdict.  May RIOC build residential housing surrounding the Octa-
gon landmark?  May two hotel towers be built on Southpoint Park if
RIOC says it’s appropriate?  Should an eldercare facility be sited virtu-
ally under the Fifty-ninth Street Bridge?  Anything is possible if the GDP
becomes an amorphous pawn in the politically-charged, big-money world
of Roosevelt Island development.

The only advocates for restraint, for balance and for community val-
ues are the residents of Roosevelt Island.  Unless and until we, the resi-
dents, are empowered as a new RIOC to negotiate with developers, we
will be barred from the table.  We must be free to hire a trained, experi-
enced, competent, responsive leader for RIOC, divorced from the colo-
nial politics that currently complicate our lives.  Without that freedom,
we will continue to find ourselves, hat in hand, begging for a level of
government that other communities take for granted and yearning for the
stewardship of our Island infrastructure that other towns and villages of
our size simply demand.

Happy summer – and Happy Independence Day.See Baehler , page 12
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere  – Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 21 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert Tailor
on Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premises

571 Main St.

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702

ROOSEVELT
ISLAND

FARMERS
MARKET
Farm-Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,Farm-Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,Farm-Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,Farm-Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,Farm-Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,
Home-made Fruit Spreads, BakedHome-made Fruit Spreads, BakedHome-made Fruit Spreads, BakedHome-made Fruit Spreads, BakedHome-made Fruit Spreads, Baked

Goods, Cheeses, Free-Range ChickensGoods, Cheeses, Free-Range ChickensGoods, Cheeses, Free-Range ChickensGoods, Cheeses, Free-Range ChickensGoods, Cheeses, Free-Range Chickens

From Pennsylvania Amish Country

Every Saturday
7 a.m. -3 p.m.

at Motorgate
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752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

The Beat Goes On...
...after a bit of a shaky start – now all

straightened out, we think – the
weekend music will continue at Trellis.

Come join us Friday and Saturday
evenings for light jazz, good food, and
good folks, out there under the stars.

Now, if the weather will only
cooperate...

See you at Trellis...

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Don�t wait until the last minute �
Schedule your child�s camp
and school physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Early-Bird Registration

Sundays after 8:15 & 11:15 Mass
$30 - before Labor Day (September 3)

$35 - after September 3

St. Frances Cabrini Parish



6 • The Main Street WIRE, June 30-July 4, 2001

Photographs by:  Akira A. Ruiz, Tadeusz Sudol, and others
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A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away

NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more

Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person

Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Wheelchair and
Scooter Service
Your authorized repair & sales

experts.  Fast pick-up and delivery.

Every day should be
Independence Day!  Happy

Fourth from your friends at Gem.

144-67 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354

718-463-3800
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The Island Has a Past of Political Intrigue, Human Misery, Hope...

“NO LEGAL EVIDENCE HAS BEEN UNCOVERED.” – DISTRICT ATTORNEY DODGE

In an editorial cartoon by Jerry Doyle from the 1930s, Father Knickerbocker, as the symbol of New York City,
lifts a dripping garbage-can lid, labeled “Tammany Politics,” off a Welfare Island Prison stinking of “racketeer
control,” “moral filth,” “favoritism,” and “abuses,” while District Attorney William C. Dodge is seen as viewing all
this through the wrong end of a telescope and is quoted as saying, “No legal evidence has been uncovered.”

Roosevelt Island’s history has an ample measure of
political corruption, star power, and civic do-gooding
gone wrong.  It is chronicled on Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com.  Materials here come largely from
the collection of the late Rev. Oliver Chapin, who
served as the Island’s unofficial historian over a
period of three decades, with additional materials
from resident Tim Johns, and the Roosevelt Island
Historical Society, whose president, Judith Berdy, is
an avid collector of all things Roosevelt Island.

From post-Revolutionary times to today, this Island
has been known as Blackwell’s Island, Welfare Island
(1921 on), and Roosevelt Island (1970s on).

Mae West wasn’t required to quarry stone while a
guest in the prison on Welfare Island.  Stories have it
that the warden drove her around the Island on
afternoon outings during her time here.  But most of
the Island’s early structures were built of stone
quarried on the Island by prisoners.  In the photo
above, they’re apparently being allowed a break.

The Island’s prison was south of the Queensboro
Bridge, the vantage point of the photo at right.
Prisoners can be seen in the yard, with a younger
New York City in the background.  City Hospital
stretches across the Island just south of the prison,
but north of the site of this week’s Fourth of July
Fireworks viewing. Courtesy Underwood Photo Archives, Ltd., San Francisco

Photograph by Jacob A. Riis; The Jacob A. Riis Collection, Museum of the City of New York

Courtesy Underwood Photo Archives, Ltd., San Francisco

A 1934 raid on the
Blackwell’s Island

Penitentiary produced
a haul of weapons that
inmates had acquired

by smuggling or hand-
crafting.  The raid, by

Commissioner of
Corrections

Austin H. MacCormick
under Mayor Fiorello

LaGuardia, was fodder
for sensational press

for some time to come
(see 1943 magazine

story, next page)
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HELL IN MID-CHANNEL
By Seymour J. Ettman

When the moon comes up over the East River, the tide
races out to the sea.  The water moves fast and the current is
tricky, and river-boats watch for the shoals.

The jagged skyline of New York on one side and the
smaller rises of Long Island on the other, are the gaping
jaws of a Metropolitan monster vomiting sewage into the
bay.  And in the middle, cleaving the rush-
ing river with its fin, Welfare Island is a
scavenger shark feeding on the festering
stream of filth and pain and heartbreak that
the city spews out of the bottomless depths
of its spleen.

For a hundred and thirteen years, Wel-
fare Island has been a strip of Hell in mid-
channel.  Now, with the harpoon barb of the Queensboro
Bridge sunk into its back, and with a vigilant Department of
Correction on its tail, the shark has tamed down.  But still it
feeds on dirt and sorrow and human garbage from the side-
walks of New York.

Years ago, the shark used to be known as Blackwell’s Is-
land.  Squalid buildings sprawled along its length, housing
the short-term Prison, City Hospital, the Reformatory, City
Home, the Workhouses.  It was heart-break house, the lower
depth, the miserable sewer into which New York dumped
its pitiful sweepings.

The years have brought some change.  The Penitentiary is
up on  Riker’s Island now.  The Reformatory is down on
Hart’s.  But Welfare Island still remains the slag-hole of the
Melting Pot.

As late as 1935, the Welfare Penitentiary alone had a turn-
over of thirty thousand men a year.  Petty thieves, vagrants,
homo-sexuals, drunkards, rowdies; the les miserables of a
metropolis, all poured in and out of the Welfare Pen at the

The WIRE can’t vouch for the accuracy of
this October, 1943, account of Welfare
Island prison life as published in
Headquarters Detective magazine.  The
publication’s cover seems to suggest the
nature of the intended audience, and the
first three paragraphs – worth reading for
their literary value even if you skip the rest
of the piece – suggest the kind of prose
that audience sought.  An effort to track
down the author named in the byline
proved that he was one of the deans of
true-crime magazine articles.

Photo by Byron; The Byron Collection, Museum of the City of New York

The Island’s history isn’t all
prisons.  It has been the home
of hospitals, including an asylum
for the insane, a home for
unwed mothers-to-be, and, in
their time, almshouses for men
and women.  The Men’s
Almshouse below was near the
now-landmarked Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.

rate of eighty-three a day.  It was an unsanitary, vicious fire-
trap where polyglot vices met and mingled and gave birth in
kind.

The men who went there didn’t have a chance.  The preva-
lent penal psychology was to keep a prisoner in the lock-up
until his sentence was served, and then out of the can and
into the world and into some crime again.

With thirty thousand prisoners coming in each year, the
penal board had no time for individual cases.  There were

no such things as segregation, special at-
tention, constructive rehabilitation.  A
prisoner was bathed and shaved and ex-
amined.  His clothes were fumigated and
locked up against the day when he would
need them once again.  And then he went
into stir to mingle with all sorts and types
of men, to teach and be taught, to make

some pretense at work or else get put on bread and water.
If an inmate was willing, he could learn a trade.  Soap-

making, machining, cobblery.  But nobody really cared, and
a man was a number that cost the State some twenty-cents a
day for food.

It was hobo heaven in the old days.  When the winter winds
blew and the hand-outs were scarce, a vagrant could apply
for thirty days.  And he would be fed and clothed and bunked
in a warm flop without even raising a hand.

The drunks used to come in to take the cure and to weep
out their woes on the shoulders of friends...

Once Roosevelt
Island acquired its

Tramway (originally
constructed as a

temporary measure
while waiting for

subway service to
begin, but now the
Island’s icon and a

symbol of the City as
the only commuter
Tramway in North

America), it was seen
by a Daily News

editorial cartoonist as
a refuge for

politicians from the
City’s fiscal crises of

the 1970s.

This 1943 article is
available in its entirety
on Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com

In One Writer’s Prose, It Was “a Scavenger Shark”
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Tramway from page 1

Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the
community, and to/from officials.  Publication on
a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but
the writer’s name, address, and phone number
must be provided for our records.  Preferred
methods of submission:  PC-standard 3.5-inch
floppy disk left at 531 Main Street for The WIRE,
or by e-mail to MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com (ASCII
text preferred or use any wordprocessing soft-
ware, but no MSWord files with macros).  Alter-
natives:  Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531
Main Street or faxed to (212) 755-2540.  Clearly
handwritten letters will be considered if brief, but
we cannot take telephone dictation of letters.  All
letters are subject to acceptance and to edit-
ing for length and clarity.

us, I wrote him a letter about it.  I suggested
that our highly-paid Public Safety Depart-
ment could remove the papers or enter the
stores behind the papers and order them to
clean up.

Result?  Nothing, except, seeing that Main
Street is supposed to collect paper, kids now
drop their gum wrappers on the street.

But don’t get me wrong.  Mr. Ryan is not
idle.  His Dictatorship decreed that Trellis
Restaurant, which has always celebrated
summer Friday and Saturday dinner hours
with music, is forbidden to do so.  [Editor’s
note:  After some delay, during which a
petition was circulated by residents, the
permit for weekend music at Trellis was
granted.]

I was wrong about your vote – maybe 15
blind or housebound residents might vote for
you.  The rest of us are planning a huge
Goodby Robert Ryan celebration.

Frances Salten

Letters from page 2

cause (further) development (on the Island)
is all coming upon us now and we have no
power to actually influence the process,” said
Matthew Katz, president of the Roosevelt
Island Residents Association.  “Any conclu-
sion that enfranchises this Island is one we
can live with.”

But he, like others, remains skeptical.
“June comes and session ends and we’re

left holding the bag,” Katz said.  “The last
two years we were told pretty much the same
thing and nothing happened, because the
players don’t talk with one another.”

Even if the meeting comes off, there’s no
evidence Pataki or Mendez is reaching out to
Grannis.  And Grannis said it isn’t up to him to
reach out to either of them.  “I’m not going to
do Olga’s job for her,” he said.  “She’s crowed
about her relationship with the adminstration.”
Mendez has endorsed Pataki, a Republican, and
she traveled with him to the Puerto Rican is-
land of Vieques this year to urge an end to U.S.
Navy practice-bombing there.

Grannis is a major critic of the Governor,
and his East Side Manhattan political club
fielded a primary opponent against Mendez
last year largely because of her decision to
endorse Pataki.  She won by about 2-1.

Grannis did say he tried to arrange a meet-
ing on Island self-governance matters earlier
this year and earlier this month with Pataki’s
Commissioner of the Division of Housing and
Community Renewal, Joseph Lynch.

“It never happened,” Grannis said.  No
representative of Lynch, who has now re-
tired, could be reached for comment (related
story, page 11).

“The bill I have is supported by the Island,”
Grannis said.  “Our bill includes most of the
protections thinking people on the Island
know need to be addressed.”

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-
Manhattan) expects the Assembly to pass the
Grannis bill sometime after members return
to Albany next month, said spokesman Paul
Webster.

Nonetheless, such a “one-house” bill
doesn’t mean much, and even Grannis him-
self said the Assembly leadership is “not
crazy about the precedent of turning over
control of a public benefit corporation.”

In her letter, Mendez told residents she’s
waiting to introduce legislation until all sides
agree on a bill.

Grannis reiterated his doubts.
“My guess is they truly don’t accept the

concept of self-governance,” Grannis said of
the Pataki administration and the Senate
majority.  “I haven’t gotten a clue anybody’s
willing to do this.

“Olga hasn’t lifted a finger on this.  I don’t
think Olga can deliver this.  I hope it doesn’t
take” a disaster or crisis to spur movement,
he said.

Last year, the Pataki administration and
the Senate majority indicated they could sup-
port an alternative bill Mendez sponsored.

But Grannis said Mendez’s bill “didn’t
protect employees, left residents exposed.
The only way they could raise money is
through fees and rents.  Her bill had no pro-
tections for picking up the tab for the
(Island’s) seawall.”

He noted the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers has estimated repairs to the seawall will
cost $6 million to $7 million.

Grannis noted he has already helped Is-
land residents through pork-barrel grants,
known in Albany as “member items,” that
are doled out to lawmakers for projects in
their districts.

He got $400,000 for rebuilding the Chapel
of the Good Shepherd and $150,000 for the
Island’s Youth Center, among other things.

And the Assembly this week passed a
Grannis-Mendez bill to prohibit develop-
ment on open spaces in the Island’s master
development plan.  The Senate has not
passed the bill.

Mendez’s supporters acknowledge she’s
not in a rush but say she is serious about
making progress on the issue of self-gover-
nance.  They maintain that Secretary to the
Governor Bradford Race Jr. and Senior
Policy Advisor John Cahill, the two most in-
fluential members of Pataki’s inner circle,
were supposed to be with him at the meeting
with Mendez.

A source close to Mendez also said that
when Pataki called to offer his condolences
to the senator on the death of her mother-
in-law this week, he – not she – requested
a rescheduling of the meeting.  The source
also said there’s an understanding that a
follow-up meeting would include Island
residents.

Katz said residents consider the meetings
key because they expect to have an audience
with the Governor himself for the first time.

Pataki was unavailable for comment and
McKeon said he was unable to confirm that
the Governor was the one who pushed for a
rescheduling of the meeting.  McKeon also
said Race and Cahill typically would not at-
tend a meeting with Pataki requested by a
lawmaker.

Mendez sympathizers say Grannis has in-
cluded measures in his bill no Governor
would accept, such as a requirement that the
Governor request from the Legislature ap-
propriations for any capital spending sought
by an independently-elected Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation board.

McKeon would not comment on the
Governor’s position about self-governance,
but he said, “The bottom line is Roosevelt
Island is a success story” that is now self-
sufficient.

well as higher costs for insurance and elec-
tricity.  Operating revenues, which amounted
to about $1.4 million last year, will be about
the same, he said.

Rental income from the filming of Spider-
Man and other movies will provide only a
“nominal” amount of relief, said Robert
Antonek, RIOC’s Vice President.  He said
the Tram was only one part of the “Spider-
Man” deal, which used other Island prop-
erty.

That leaves ad revenue as a major source
of alternative revenue and, earlier this year,

meeting that advertising revenue may be
needed to pay for capital improvements re-
quired  “to maintain the safety level of the
Tram.” In subsequent comments to The
WIRE, he took sharp exception to Miller’s
remarks on the MetroCard, saying the need
for increased revenue and the matter of the
one-fare system were separate questions.  He
also maintained that RIOC’s inability to se-
cure advertising in the past was not for lack
of effort, and estimated that the possible to-
tal revenue – while untested thus far in the
market – could “perhaps be a six-figure in-
come.”

At the RIOC session, Kayser noted that
the May 23 City Council vote broke along
party lines, “and you can imagine which way
that is in terms of the vote – there are only
four Republicans on the City Council.”

He urged Island residents to contact
Councilmembers to ask them to reconsider
the resolution.  “All that’s happening is the
risk of shutting down the Tram because of
safety issues and the inability to raise rev-
enue unless we have a freer hand,” Kayser
said.

He warned residents, “We’re not going to
have a Tram operate that might not be safe,”
suggesting a need for the ad money to insure
safety.  He also cautioned that “it takes two
to work out any agreement with another au-
thority, like the MTA.  We don’t have that
ability.”

One of Kayser’s fellow Republicans,
James Kaufman, a well-connected Island
lawyer with interests in transportation and
disability-law issues, agreed with that assess-
ment.  Kaufman, who has served as an ad-
viser to the Metropolitan Transit Authority,
said one of the problems in negotiating a
MetroCard agreement is that the bulk of fare
income accrues to the primary use – whether
a bus or a subway – so the Tram would lose
out on income when it is the second swipe
on a trip.  The cost of the MetroCard equip-
ment would be another issue, he said.

At its June 14 meeting, RIOC Board mem-
bers said they would review their options in
terms of service in awarding a new contract
for Tram operations.  Mary Beth Labate, who
chairs the meetings, said that “we are par-
ticularly interested in taking a look at rider-
ship on that third leg, the third shift, both in
terms of ridership and the costs of operat-
ing.”  Labate is Deputy Commissioner for
Administration of the State Division of Hous-
ing and Community Renewal (DHCR).  She
asked Siconolfi to gather data on late-night
Tram usage.

But Kaufman said RIOC has little maneu-
vering room on this matter because the sub-
way system has not been judged to be an
acceptable alternative access to the Island
under the Americans With Disabilities Act
of 1992, which he described as “a federal
statute with real teeth.”  For someone in a
wheelchair, he said, the Tram is the only
access.

Furthermore, Kaufman said, the Manhat-
tan station itself is vulnerable to a legal chal-
lenge.  It would be in clear violation of the
ADA, he said, if both elevators were out of
service at once.

At the last RIOC meeting, David Kraut, a
resident board member, said:  “To eliminate
the third shift appears to work a hardship on a
certain portion of the population, and this has
to be taken into consideration.  Another con-
sideration is that, as I think most people in the
community are aware, the Tram is getting old,
and we’re going to face another capitalization
of the Tram in terms of ropeways and things
like that, which we have to replace.”

RIOC President Robert Ryan told The WIRE:
“We think there could be some great adver-
tising made by shrink-wrapping the buckets”
– the two Tramway cars.  Had there been
any clamor among the voters of Roosevelt
Island and the Upper East Side for a total
ban on advertising?  Several participants in
these discussions on both sides of the East
River, including Councilmember Gifford
Miller, who represents the Island, said no,
although aesthetic considerations were cer-
tainly part of the decision.

Rather, the ban stems, in part, from
Miller’s long-held insistence that any ad rev-
enue be linked to the Tram’s integration into

the Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s
“one-fare” or MetroCard system.  The basic
Tram fare is $1.50 and passengers can’t use
their MetroCards on it, as they can for buses
and subways.  Miller said he would not sup-
port advertising unless he received some as-
surance that the revenue would benefit the
community.

The total prohibition, he added, was the
Council’s attempt to “force RIOC to come
back to the table again to make it a part of
the one-fare system.”  He criticized RIOC
for what he described as months of delays
and indecision.  The Council’s franchise
authorization could be amended, he said, if
RIOC came to terms.

The Council’s decision may have had
some effect, because Ryan, who has repeat-
edly said that the MetroCard system is not
feasible for the Tram, reported this week that
he would meet with the MTA; the meeting
is to be on July 10.

A final agreement could depend on the
resolution of partisan differences.  Miller, a
Democrat who won election in the 5th Dis-
trict in January, 1996, has criticized the ad-
ministration of Republican Governor George
Pataki for eliminating Island subsidies.  “The
State of New York has walked away finan-
cially – and almost every other way – from
the Island.  That’s the main issue,” he told
The WIRE earlier this year.  Why is it, he
asked, that a State-controlled operation is the
only component of the City’s mass-transit
that is not tied into the overall system?

But Pataki’s chief delegate on the RIOC
board, Leo Kayser, said at the June 14 board

Albany from page 1

Scenes from the Island’s Family Album:  The Prom
The Island threw a prom last week for about 40 young residents, with Public Safety,
the Youth Program, the Merchants Association, the PTA, and many others pitching in.

Photos by
Vicki Feinmel

To about
July 22

Days

Nights

Wkend

Q
via 6Av to
34th/Bwy

F
via 6Av

Usually F but
sometimes R
Check posters or
www.mta.nyc.ny.us

After
7/22

S
via 6Av to
Bwy/Laf

F
via 6Av

Except

Fourth of
July
S
34th/Bwy
5am-5am
Thur

Service Plan brochure, available in most
stations, is Manhattan Bridge

(Long-term info in current brochure is incorrect)

Clip&Save

The Subway
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Adopted Organ
Pipes Honor
Friends, Family

After a half-century without the
sound of a pipe organ, Roosevelt
Island’s historic Good Shepherd
Chapel is once again echoing with
the traditional sounds of church
music, thanks in part to donors who
are “adopting” the pipes of a
newly-acquired instrument.  The
Chapel is Roosevelt Island’s com-
munity center, used for Town
Meetings and other official func-
tions.  On Sundays, it is multi-de-
nominational, used by both the

Island’s Roman Catholic and Prot-
estant parishes.

The funding goal is $25,000.
Already, some $4,300 has been
raised to pay for the organ, which
was donated when a New Jersey
church closed its doors.  Funds will
go toward additional electrical and
electronic work on the recent instal-
lation, a decorative casement for
the pipe works, and swell shades
to lend expression to the organ’s
sound.

While fund-raising events have
been run and more are planned, the
bulk of funding is likely to come
from memorial adoptions of pipes
at donations ranging from $25 to
$100, with entire octaves going for
$500.  The contributions will be
acknowledged as inscriptions on a
dedicatory plaque when the project
is completed.

A form for making donations is
available on Website NYC10044
at www.nyc10044.com/wire/2118/
orgaform.html.

Margery Rubin

Brooklyn
Remembered
Island author Bernard Schwartz has
teamed up with Gerald Chatanow to
produce a memoir of the
Brownsville/East New York
neighborhood of the ’40s and ’50s.
The book can be ordered at
1-888-795-4274, ext. 195, at
$16 (paperback) or $25 (hard cover)
plus $4.95 shipping and handling.

Information Numbers

Checking account fees (if
minimum balance require-
ments below are not met)

Bounced check protection

Balance required for no-fee
checking (checking only)

Average monthly balance
required for no-fee checking
(checking + savings)

Interest – checking ac-
counts

Interest – savings accounts

CD rates

Minimum CD deposit

Banking by Phone

Website

Online banking

Automatic online bill-pay

Automatic online credit card
payments

ATM locations

ATM fees

Credit cards

Consumer Loans
Car loans
Mortgages

Chase

1-800-684-0273

Unlimited transactions:
$9/month, 50¢/transaction

Lifeline accounts, up to 10
transactions/month,
$4/month, no transaction fee

Revolving credit line, 19.9%+
depending on balance
or
Debit from savings account, if
linked to checking account

$3000

$4500

Depends on type of account.
Better Banking: 0.5 %

High-yield:  0.9%
Lifeline:  0.85%

2.75% (12-month)

$2500

24-hr. automated ServiceLines
(English/Spanish); operators 24
hours.  Chinese/Korean lines
M-F, 9-5.  Account information,
funds transfer, etc.

www.chase.com

Business and consumer accounts
free

Yes

Yes

Manhattan: 123; 209 in other
boroughs and on Long Island

Free at Chase ATMs.
At non-Chase ATMs, fees vary.

Credit or Debit, linked to
Continental frequent flyer
program

Yes
Yes
Yes

New York National

1-718-401-6100,
ask for Millie Lora

Unlimited transactions:
$5/month, 40¢/transaction

Revolving credit line, 12%
or
Debit from savings account, if
linked to checking account

$1000

$3000

NOW account: 1.25%

Regular: 2.25%
Holiday Club: 2%
Children’s account: 2%

3.1% (12-month)

$2000

Can call branch and request
information during business
hours.

Planned for early 2002

Business accounts only – free
with minimum balance

Not at this time

Not at this time

Manhattan:  3 (RI, 116th & 2nd,
Port Authority); 5 in Bronx

Free at NYNB ATMs.
At non-NYNB ATMs, fees vary.

No

Yes
Yes
Yes

DHCR Commissioner Joe Lynch
is retiring today (June 30).

Lynch headed the State’s Divi-
sion of Housing and Community
Renewal (DHCR) through conten-
tious times on Roosevelt Island
when State subsidies for Island op-
erations and capital development
were being reduced, then elimi-
nated entirely.  Starting in April,
1995, as Deputy Commissioner of
Community Development, he be-
came First Deputy Commissioner
two months later, then Acting Com-
missioner in November, 1996.
Governor George Pataki named
him Commissioner in 1999.

During Dr. Jerome Blue’s tenure
as President of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation (RIOC),
Lynch started chairing DHCR’s
public Board of Directors meetings
in an effort to calm some of the con-
tention over Blue’s administration
of Island affairs.  In one effort to
give Island residents a sense that
they could influence the course of
Island development, Lynch named
two development committees that
included a large proportion of resi-
dents, but they were effectively dis-

Montauk Credit Union

(212) 643-3900,
press zero for customer service

No fees

No revolving credit line.
Debit from savings account; all
accounts linked automatically.

$25 in savings account

$25 in savings account

1% with balances of $500 & up.

Depends on account balance.
Regular savings: 1.5-4%

5% (12-month)

$2500

24-hr. automated Mon-Talk (En-
glish only). Operators available
during business hours.

www.montauk-cu.com

No

Yes, if set up with payee

Yes, if set up with credit card
company

Manhattan:  1 (on RI)

Free at Montauk ATM.
At non-Montauk ATMs, fees
vary.

No

Yes
Yes
Yes

banded after about a year.
As part of a 30-year career in

housing, real estate, finance, and
construction, Lynch served for a
time at the federal Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), creating public-private
partnerships to revitalize commu-
nities across New York State.
Then, at DHCR, he expanded such
programs as part of a community-
based strategy for affordable hous-
ing.  The programs generated some
$2.38 billion in public-private in-
vestment.

In a DHCR press release, Lynch
is quoted as saying, “It’s been a
great privilege to serve the people
of this State under the remarkable
leadership of Governor George E.
Pataki.  I am honored to have been
part of an administration that has
paved the way for a successful
housing policy by cutting taxes dra-
matically, pruning regulations, re-
storing fiscal discipline, empower-
ing local communities, partnering
with the private sector, and replac-
ing welfare dependency with un-
paralleled economic opportunity.  I
want to thank the Governor and my

friends and colleagues at DHCR for
a wonderfully productive and fruit-
ful tenure.”

In 1998, Lynch met with and en-
couraged Island residents seeking
to achieve local, elected control of
the RIOC Board of Directors, an
effort that continues today.

In the DHCR press release, the
Governor praised Lynch as “a dedi-
cated champion of affordable hous-
ing and community revitalization,”
adding, “On behalf of all New
Yorkers, I salute his tenure and
wish him and his family the very
best.  Clearly, he will be missed.”

Lynch Retiring from Top DHCR Post

Decision-Time on Banking:
NYNB, Montauk, Chase...
Or Under the Mattress?

by Sharon Bermon
Roosevelt Island residents have some tough choices to make in the

next month about what banking services to use.  Chase Manhattan has
sold its Island branch to New York National Bank, a Bronx-based bank
with a mission of serving individuals and small businesses.  Chase’s lo-
cal customers will automatically become NYNB customers on July 20,
unless they notify Chase to the contrary before July 13.

Another alternative is Montauk Credit Union.  It’s not a full-service
bank, but it offers competitive rates and services.

Here’s a chart that compares some of the features of the three institutions.
Information was provided and
checked by Chase, NYNB, and
Montauk.
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Live Piano

RIDE
FREE

Fri & Sat eve
(Kitchen open till 1AM)

Italian Grill

Free Token!
Minimum $12 purchase, limit one per person.

Not to be combined with other offers.

60th Street & 2nd Avenue

FAVIA

Brick Oven Pizza
Items Grilled & Baked

Broiled SeafoodFresh Pasta$3 Draft Beer

Ride the Tram home free after dining at Favia
Minimum purchase of $12
Limit one per person
Subject to proof of valid residency

“GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions
that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”

-New York Times

“Best Pizza in NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it’s light.”

-NY Daily News

Roosevelt

Islanders

clear whether the existing facility at 506 Main Street will be
renovated or a more ambitious project will be carried out.
That might mean moving into larger space and setting up
the Center afresh with an audio-visual editing room, music
education and rehearsal rooms, counseling rooms and exer-
cise rooms.

On October 20, 2001, the 20th anniversary of the Youth
Program, De Fino plans to unveil the architectural render-
ings of a proposed new facility.  “I want to secure a new
building.  I will have a new space ready if I have to do it
brick by brick,” he said.

“We have a special community.  The Program serves 1,800
children and we need a special place to run our program.
We need to bring them up right.  For too long, we have
waited to expand.  We came out of a basement.  Now, we
have seen the light.  We want to stay here, not go into an-
other basement.  This is our last opportunity to build,” said
De Fino, sounding eager and anxious at the same time.

The current Youth Program offers activities seven days
a week for children as young as five, teenagers and even
adults.  Activities include drama, arts and crafts, creative
dance, career and drug workshops, homework help and
tutoring for the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT).  “We
are a quality agency and we should be in a quality build-
ing so we can attract quality people for quality work,” he
said.

The Program has been endorsed by those who are now
supplying funds for it.  “The Youth Program is really im-
portant to the entire Island.  The current site is overflowing
and this is an exciting opportunity to expand and bring bet-
ter services,” Gifford Miller told The WIRE in a telephone
interview.  “After I secured funding for the Beacon program,
the next logical step was to get the Youth Program a better
facility.  It was a natural progression.”

When asked how the Youth Program managed to se-
cure the fund, De Fino answered unabashedly, “It is be-
cause of me.  My job is to raise money.  I have raised
more money than all the other organizations on the Is-
land.”

The boast is not an empty one.  De Fino has, in fact,
secured the trust of the politicians who have assigned the
money to his charge.  “We have had a long-standing rela-
tionship with De Fino and are confident that, under his
leadership, the expansion can become a reality,” said Tony
Morenzi, the District Office Manager for Assembly-
member Pete Grannis.  “When De Fino sent in his pro-
posal, he asked for seed money and said he could make it
multiply.  The fact that he has got additional money shows
that his original plan worked.”

Now that he has the money, De Fino must deliver the
goods.  He is clearly feeling the pressure.  “This is about
their belief in me and this program.  If we don’t build a new
center now, we will never get any money.”

RIYP from page 1

by Robert Laux-Bachand
The group that started the library on Roosevelt Island is

seeking suggestions for distributing its money, so that it can
eventually disband.

The organization is the Roosevelt Island Community Lit-
erary Associates (RICLA), which ran a volunteer library for
about 20 years.  This library, which began in a ground-floor
space in Westview before moving to its current location on
Main Street, became a branch of the New York Public Li-
brary (NYPL) in June 1998.

RICLA was instrumental in getting the library transferred
to the city system, gaining rapid access to its vast collec-
tions and a much bigger budget for new books and other
materials.  But the shift essentially put RICLA out of a job.
NYPL, because of its union obligations and other organiza-
tional rules, severely restricts volunteer activities, accord-
ing to David J. Bauer, president of the Island group.

“The board of RICLA has decided that RICLA should

either find a new role within its corporate charter or fold its
tent, taking pleasure in a job well done,” Bauer said in a
statement to The WIRE.

“To examine the possibility of accomplishing both things,
RICLA is actively seeking suggestions from Island citizens
as to how RICLA might best use its resources to support
literary activities to benefit the Island.”

Bauer, who served as vice president of administration and
finance for the New York Public Library in the 1980s, de-
clined to give the exact figure, but said the group’s resources
now were less than $25,000.  In its heyday, RICLA’s bud-
get, paid for in part by an annual black-tie Gala Party, never
exceeded that amount, he said.

The money must be used for “library- or literary-centered”
projects, he said.  In announcing the effort, Bauer spelled
out the formal conditions of a grant program:

“RICLA therefore seeks specific proposals from Island
citizens for an outline of a project aimed at a literary need of
the Island.  The written proposal should clearly identify the
goal of the proposed project, the time-span contemplated,
the standards by which the success of the project may be

measured, and a draft of a financial plan.”
He asked that letters of inquiry be addressed to him at 531

Main Street.  He said that RICLA had already received sev-
eral inquiries.

Bauer said the group has only about 12 to 14 active board
members now.  Previously, “one underpaid staffer and 35
unpaid volunteers” ran a 30,000-volume lending library, he
said.  Many of the books were donated.

In recent years, RICLA members have led book-discus-
sion groups at the library, have signed up new borrowers on
Roosevelt Island Day, and have encouraged residents to transfer
their library cards to the local branch.  As Bauer pointed out,
“the more people claiming Roosevelt Island as their home
branch, the more the local acquisition budget will be.”

But the group has clearly run out of steam.  Gone are the
local Author Evenings, the gatherings of residents reporting on
their vacation trips, the weekly movies for children.  The gen-
eration that created much of the Island’s recent history, and left
a legacy of published material, including a book of Island pho-
tographs, appears to be ready to pass the torch, and with it,
perhaps, some seed money for people with new ideas.

Library’s Founding Group Seeks a New Mission, Offers Funds

package, and will help all of us survive this painful episode.
I have a nephew, Frank Morales, who is an Episcopalian

minister.  As such, Frank said he had visited many very ill,
dying patients in their homes and at their hospital beds, of-
fering words of comfort and prayers, as they cried and
moaned.  “Never,” said Frank, “have I ever met anyone with
Michele’s indomitable spirit.”  Two days before Michele died,
some friends dropped in for a visit.  Forgetting for the moment
her excruciating pain, rising to the occasion as a good hostess,
and not wanting to lose even one last opportunity for happi-
ness, she started to joke and laugh with her friends.

As my nephew said, “When we think about Michele, we
should think of her that way:  Michele, the indomitable
spirit.”  Thank you, Frank, those were beautiful, comforting
words, and I shall remember what you said.  It would be
good advice for all of you out there, as well.

The family will reunite in Sonoma, California, to celebrate
Michele’s life on June 30th.  Michele is out of pain now,
and I thank God for that.

Thank you all again, I am so grateful to have friends and
neighbors like you.

Gloria N. Baehler

Baehler from page 3
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Teen & Children�s Summer Classes
Check us Out!!!

Roosevelt Isle
Corner Shop

Greeting cards for all occasions 25% off
Helium Balloons � Newspapers � School Supplies

Magazines � Soda � Cigarettes

and lots of 99¢-$1.99 stuff in stock
Also batteries, film, and phone cards

We thank you for your love and support

�The Stationery Store�
688-7928 � 563 Main Street
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FULL-TIME BABYSITTER/NANNY  (5 days, live out).  We no longer need a
nanny and hope you can benefit from our loss.  Julie has over 10 years of
experience, she is knowledgeable, reliable and loved by our daughter.  We
could not have found a better caregiver.  Please call Gina and Jack Lipton
(212) 754-2331 or call Julie directly 1-718-455-3030.

BRASIL BRAZIL APARTMENT CLEANING  – Let our dynamic teams of
professionals thoroughly and cheerfully clean and disinfect your apartment.
We include supplies and equipment in our reasonable charge.  Gift Certificates
available.  Call or e-mail for free estimate: 1-347-661-7438 (cellular),
mario2001@earthlink.net.  Check our website:  http://home.earthlink.net/
~mario2001.

NEEDED:  CAT-SITTER for Island resident from mid-September to mid-
October.  If interested please call (212) 486-0529.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST – Island
resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificates available.   (212) 759-9042.

ELDER LAW  – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning, and Living Wills.  Free Home Consultation.  Steven M. Ratner,
Esq., 375 Park Avenue, New York, NY.  (212) 754-9117.

CELLO LESSONS  – Adults & children – 1-718-388-3077.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  – Ongoing registration for
dance  and theater classes.  371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER – Excellent references.  Free estimate – 751-8214.

BABYSITTING/HOUSECLEANING  by caring, responsible, reliable lady.
Please call at 1-718-278-7831.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  – Dolores Green 223-4077.

EXPERIENCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR  available for private lessons.
Call 917-293-2436

VACATION IN PEACE  – Will feed and play with your cat, water your plants,
send you your mail, etc.  751-8214.

BURN CALORIES  – Sierra Aerobic Conditoner (like Nordic Track).  Includes
electronic motivator (tracks miles, speed, calories, etc.).  Folds away neatly.
Little-used.  Originally $500.  No reasonable offer refused.  Call 832-3456;
please leave name and daytime phone number.

Classified Ads
Only 50¢/word

751-8214
Deadline for August 5 issue:  July 27

Give your apartment a lift

HOME
SHOPPING SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214

was forced to put down her book.  “I was on
my way to Manila,” she recalls, “and when I
was reading, I realized that my eyes were
killing me.  I did not want to talk to my seat
mates, so I closed my eyes and told myself
stories.”  Her imagination spun a story that
entertained her through the end of the flight.
“A few weeks later, I was on my way to Zim-
babwe and the same thing happened,” she
says.  She noticed that the story she was
imagining picked up where the other one had
left off, so she de-
cided to write it
down.

The realization
that she could
write a story
sparked a desire
to do more.  She
showed it to a
writer friend, who
suggested she
take a writing
class and then at-
tend a Romantic
Times Magazine
Booklovers Con-
vention in Nash-
ville, Tennessee.
She took in the
lessons as well as
the excitement
and information
from the conven-
tion, went home
and began writing
in earnest.  She
wanted to get a
novel published.

J o h n s o n -
Acsádi was not a stranger to publication.
Both she and her husband have published
numerous manuscripts, books, chapters in
books and studies for the UN, the World
Health Organization and The World Bank.
“I knew what I was doing as a demographer,
but what I was doing as a fiction writer, I
hadn’t the slightest idea,” she says.  “I was
just telling a story.” She continued writing
and, a year later, in 1994, when the conven-
tion was held in New York, Johnson-Acsádi
made plans to attend.  Despite feeling sick
that day she called a taxi and headed to Times
Square for the meeting.  Her decision paid
off.  She made connections that opened doors
for her work.  “I met the editor and the agent
the same day,” she says.  After a compressed
writing schedule to get the rest of her book
to the agent, Johnson-Acsádi received the
news in October of the same year that her
book had been purchased and she had re-

Forster from page 1
ceived a two-book contract.  Sealed With a
Kiss hit the bookstands in 1995 and Against
All Odds came out a year later, both by
Kensington Publishing Corporation, under
the Arabesque imprint.

Now, eleven novels and four novellas later
(many of them best-sellers and award-win-
ners in the romantic-fiction genre), Johnson-
Acsádi says she’s still amazed at her suc-
cess.  “I’m blessed,” she says.  “I’m the most
surprised person when I realize I have done
all these books.  I’m really excited that I can
write anything that anybody would publish

in fiction,” she says,
leaning forward in
her chair, her face
lighting up and her
slender fingers ges-
turing about her gift.
“It’s like another
present somebody
gave me, another
life.  I’m very happy
that I’m still awed.”

Perhaps her socio-
logical background
has contributed to
her popularity.
Johnson-Acsádi says
writing a romance
novel requires a cer-
tain formula, which
she follows.  There
must be two main
characters around
which most of the
action revolves.
They have a strong
attraction, there’s
lots of sexual ten-
sion, conflict and
plenty of love scenes.

But the books must not contain violence (or
very little), and each story must have a happy
ending.  Johnson-Acsádi follows that formula
but adds layers of action and background to
give her characters more depth.  “The people
that I write about are composites of every-
body I know,” she explains.  “I’m a social
scientist and, even as a demographer, you
use sociology all the time.”  In Naked Soul,
for example, the first chapter includes a flash-
back into one character’s childhood, a trau-
matic hospital scene in which the family is
denied service because they are poor.  That
incident causes the heroine to plan her life
to avoid poverty at all costs.  The story peels
back the layers of the heroine’s resolve when
she meets her love interest, who she thinks
is poor.

Johnson-Acsádi says that, although she has
an interracial marriage (she is African-
American and her husband is Hungarian), the

idea for her first
interracial ro-
mance, “Against
the Wind,” came
because she
didn’t like the
way she saw men
of color being
portrayed in other
interracial novels,
as villains or un-
savory people.  “I
thought I could
write one that was
not an exposition on race but in which all of
the characters are dignified.”  The industry
agreed.  Against the Wind was nominated by
Romantic Times as the best ethnic romance
that year.  The Romance in Color Internet
site gave it an Award of Excellence and
named Johnson-Acsádi the 1999 Author of
the Year.

Not only were readers of all colors at-
tracted to her work, she was pioneering in a
genre – romance fiction for the African-
American market – that had received very
little support from the publishing world.  Up
until 1994, African-American writers were
told they had to create their characters as
white people.  “That was rather insulting,”
says Johnson-Acsádi.  But, she says, Walter
Zacharius, the head of Kensington Publish-
ing, who published her first six novels, told
her he had decided to venture into that mar-
ket because he didn’t believe the notion, then
prevalent among major publishers: that many
African-Americans would not buy and read
romance written by and about African-
Americans.  Instead he recognized that they
were also consumers and they wanted books
that portrayed African-American characters
who reflected their own accomplishments –
as bankers, musicians, business people and
other professionals.

Against the advice of colleagues and
friends, he published two African-American
romance novels a month in 1994.  They sold
well and that market has since exploded.

“Now,” says Johnson-Acsádi, “every pub-
lishing house is clamoring for African-
American romance writers.”  She continues
to write for the Kensington group and is cur-
rently at work fulfilling a two-book contract
for Dafina, their mainstream fiction line fo-
cused on African-Americans.  The first one,
When Twilight Comes, will be on bookstands
next February.

Johnson-Acsádi’s readers continue to buy
her books and even people who don’t usu-
ally read that genre respond.  “I’ve had let-
ters from people all over the world telling
me that something I wrote had changed their
life,” she says.  One woman, identifying her-
self as a doctor who doesn’t normally read
“those” books, wrote that her husband had
given her a Johnson-Acsádi book.  The story
caused her to look at her own life and make
some changes.  Sometimes Johnson-Acsádi
hears from the
husbands.  “I’ve
gotten letters
from men who’ve
told me that, after
their wife read a
book of mine,
they behaved dif-
ferently towards
them.”

From her perch
high up in that
Washington tree
years ago, reading
and imagining,
Johnson-Acsádi did not know the adventure
life had in store for her.  But as she expressed
that imagination, she enriched the lives of
hundreds of thousands of readers.  And al-
though she also acknowledges the valuable
work she does with her husband in demo-
graphic-studies consultation, Johnson-
Acsádi clearly makes a distinction with the
romance writing.  “Where else can I have so
much fun?”

Gwynne Forster’s e-mail address is
GwynneF@aol.com.  There’s more information
at www.gwynneforster.com.
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

A ROYAL SWEEP:  The Roosevelt Island Youth Program Little League
concluded another successful season on June 16 with championship games
in the Minors, Majors and Seniors.  The karma on Roosevelt Island that
day clearly favored the color royal as the Royal team captured the Minors
Championship by defeating the first-place Green team 7-0, and the Royal
team captured the Majors Championship by defeating the first-place Red
team 4-2.  In Senior League action, the Youth Program team, playing in
their white pinstripes, lost 12-5 in the championship game to the Big Apple
Sports Club team, wearing royal uniforms.

In the Minors Championship game, the hitting stars for the Royal team
were Anass Dorani, with a two-run home run, and Ben Duffy, who hit a
grand-slam home run with Seth Vacirca, Kaitlyn Abdul and Alfredo
Figueroa on base.  Members of the champion Royals were Asher Russem,
Katherine Fallone, Maurice Dickerson, Devin Santella, Parker Ellis, James
Brackley, Alexandra Fallone, Anass Dorani, Ben Duffy, Seth Vacirca,
Kaitlyn Abdul, and Alfredo Figueroa.  The team was coached by Joe
Vacirca, Andy Russem and Charles Abdul.

In the Majors, the championship was determined using a modified
double-elimination format similar to the Little League World Series.  In
first-round action, the Red team came from behind to defeat the Green
team by a 7-4 score, as the winning rally was triggered by a base on balls
to Saul Nadel and a hit by Abel Tadesse.  In the other first-round game,
the Royal team pounded the Navy team by a 15-4 score.  On Saturday,
June 9, the Green team, behind the pitching of Schuyler Penny and the
hitting of Lamar Burrows, came from five runs down to eliminate the Navy
team 8-6.  In the other game that day, the Royal team advanced to the
championship game by defeating the Red team 7-3.  On Wednesday
evening, June 13, the Red and Green teams met again, with the winner
advancing to the championship game against the Royal team.  Green took
the early lead with three runs in the second inning, and opened a 5-2 lead
after four innings.  However, Green could not protect the lead as Red
scored four runs in the bottom of the fifth for a 6-5 lead.  Jorvier Falcon
closed out the game for Red, pitching two scoreless innings for the vic-
tory, as Red advanced with a 6-5 victory.

In the Majors Championship game between the Royal and Red teams,
Red took a 1-0 lead in the top of the second on an RBI single by Jonathan
Singh, and a 2-0 lead in the top of the third on an RBI single by Adam
Silverschotz, which scored Shirome Dixon.  With runners on first and
third and no one out in the third, Sasha Agosta relieved Neal Stueber and
shut down the Red team without any more runs scoring.  This proved to be
critical, as Royal rallied for three runs in the bottom of the fourth on a
triple by Seif Dorani, a walk to Chris Sullivan, a single by Eyosyas Tadesse
and a long triple by Sasha Agosta over the center fielder’s head, which
drove in the second and third runs of the inning.  In the top of the fifth,
Eyosyas Tadesse, playing shortstop, made two outstanding defensive plays
to back up the solid pitching of Sasha Agosta.  Royal added an insurance
run in the bottom of the fifth, and held on for a 4-2 victory.  The members
of the champion Royals were Sasha Agosta, Jason Fell, Jenna Stueber,
Neal Stueber, Eyosyas Tadesse, Chris Sullivan, Jake Russem, Andy
Enhsaihan, Sebastian Gherardi, Sean Suarez, Emmanuel Ynoa, Seif Dorani
and Anthony Santiago.  The team was coached by Patti Stueber.

The Youth Program Senior team, playing in the East River Baseball
Association, finished the regular season in first place and then defeated
the Yorkville Giants on June 9 by an 11-2 score to advance to the champi-
onship game.  In that game, Scott Davis got the win, allowing two runs on
three hits while striking out 14 batters in six innings.  The offensive attack
was led by Deshawn Pearson, with three hits and an RBI, and Carlos
Hiraldo, with four hits and three RBIs.  However, in the Championship
game, the Senior team pitching, which had been their strength all season,
could not get the job done, and the offense could not get untracked, as the
team lost 12-5.  Members of the Senior team were Aaron Cohen, Tommy
Corbisiero, Scott Davis, Alex Fell, Alex Gherardi, Carlos Hiraldo, Seth
Kaufman, Jose Marte, Deshawn Pearson, Jovan Ponce, Junior Ruiz, Zach
Russem and Brandon Stueber.

Photos:  Vicki Feinmel
The Champion Royal Teams – Majors above, Minors below

SHARON BERMON
Certified Personal Trainer

371-9084
An Island Resident for over 20 years

Certified by more than a dozen national
health & fitness organizations, including:

American College of Sports Medicine
American Council on Exercise

Arthritis Foundation
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New York National Bank
has

Changed Its Mind!
Following meetings on Roosevelt Island with

Community Board 8
The Residents Association
The Merchants Association

and based on the amount of support shown for
the bank that will replace Chase on July 23rd

New York National Bank will not
be open three days a week!

Instead , the banking hours will be as follows:

9AM to 3PM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday

1PM to 7PM
Thursday

We’re Listening!


