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Residents Plan Full-Court Press
Opposing Tramway Cutback

Roosevelt Island residents filledGeorge Pataki roundly for his fail-back, that we're going to start
the Chapel of the Good Shepherdre to provide for the Island’s capi-eliminating hours, is to say to the
to capacity Wednesday night in aal needs in the State budget, antsland that we're going to destroy
Residents Association (RIRA)called the RIOC staff and Boardyou.”

Town Meeting called to organizeinept for their failure “to understand Miller faulted the RIOC Board'’s
response to a proposal to cut offvhat the Tram means to the Island.feasoning in raising the question of
Tram service at 10:00 p.m. Katz drew extended applause cutback: “What transit link in the

Both RIRA President Matthew when he set out the purpose of thevorld makes money? Not one of
Katz and City Council Member meeting: “We need to send a maghem does. No one says the Staten
Gifford Miller were applauded re- sive protest to RIOC that says, ‘Nollsland Ferry isn’t making money.
peatedly as they decried theThisisn'tyour Tram. It's ours, andlIt’s free! No one says that the sub-
Roosevelt Island Operatingitis an essential service to this Isway should make money... No one

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com L, . , ) , s .
Residents packed Chapel of the Good Shepherd Wednesday night, most staying  Corporation’s plan to consider theland.” It's RIOC'’s job to find the says the buses should make money,

over an hour in sweltering heat. By mid-meeting, over 250 had shown up to hear  cutback at its September 13 meetesources to keep that Tram open.énd they sure don’t make money in
plans for Residents Association opposition to elimination of the Tramway's 10:00  jng. Miller criticized Governor On July 12, the RIOC Board heardhe middle of the night. But we run

p.m. shift. figures detailing a $645,000 annuathem anyway because they are part

loss for the Tram service, and sugef the lifeline of this City.”
T H N C t t . W ” Sh t gesting that deletion of the 10:00 “It's an outrage,” Miller shouted.
ram a.S eW O n raC Or, I U p.m. shift would erase most of thatt's an absolute outrage.” Refer-
. deficit. That prompted a discussiorring to Pataki administration claims
DOWn in N ovem ber for Th ree Wee kS of a reduction of service and a rethat Roosevelt Island is financially
quest for resident comments. self-sufficient, he said, “It starts
[A full transcript of the Town from the fact that there’s this crisis
eeting is available oWwebsite of funding thatthey created.
YC10044twww.nyc10044.com; a There’'s no capital budget. Why?
major portion of it is printed on Because thegaythere’s no capi-

ages 7-10 of this issue dhe tal budget. Andhenthey say, ‘We
IRE] have no capital budget, we need to

by Robert Laux-Bachand enced by far. Safety was the priDoppelmayr’s interest to include
Twenty-five years after servicemary concern for the selectionoperations and maintenance, an
began on the Roosevelt Islandommittee, price was secondary.’hot simply construction.
Tramway, the successor to theSiconolfi, Robert Antonek, RIOC’'s Blomer said the company de-
company that built the Tram hasVice President, and two membergided to get involved after he me
returned to run the system. of RIOC’s professional staff,in New York with Michael K d the 200-pl id K he T
American Tramways Inc. of Vincent Kopicki, Director of En- Doppelmayr, the Managing Part-_ <&tz urged the 200-plus residentsnake more money on the Tram.
Watertown, N.Y., a unit of the gineering, and Kenneth Leitner,ner. Doppelmayr, he said, gave hinit (€ meeting to circulate petitionsMliller pointed out that Assembly-
Doppelmayr group of Austria, took General Counsel, were on the sethe green light to pursue theam_(l)ng tg?'r nelghbr\(’)lrgbseng emembsr Pete (|3ra?n|3, \;]Vho repre-
over the Tram this week. Untillection committee. Roosevelt Island contract. Ameri{)nal S an eatters to o at:] t.(ff;g?ts koc()jsevetlsdan_ , nas rep?at—
1996, American Tramways was Blomer said that Doppelmayr,can Tramways, which provides en2€ Prepared to protest further ifedly asked RIOC administrators for
part of Von Roll, a large industrial which bought the aerial transpor-gineering, parts and other serviceQ?EI%S.S"?‘ry' brainer. Why d ‘B‘ list of the leanolis capital n_ededg,
corporation based in Zurich, Swit-tation segment of Von Roll's busi-for all of North America, had pre- . IS IS a no-brainer. Why doesbut none has been provi eh '
zerland, which constructed theness in 1996, has been building 100iously been involved in shorter-tNiS question contlr_]ugz to come ugGrannis’s representative at the
Tramway. Red Blomer, the presi-systems a year. Itis a private, famlived management ventures invoIv—overba%q °Vef.a9a'h“.- e shOt_Jqu!geenné}, Tc;ny Molr?‘lagé"Psa'd’
dent of American Tramways, whoily-owned company, founded ining Doppelmayr systems at a ski re?l?the Iéscussmhgt IS, Kattﬁ Sl"?“ o ertryh é’eh[ otr)mer resi-
first worked on the Island in 1987, Wolfurt, Austria, in 1892. It em- sort in Idaho, and in Las Vegas, fz ould never have seen the lightlent] af t el' es]'E ans_vvelr [todour
said, “It's a Von Roll machine, ploys about 1,100 people and hawhere the company’s “Cable®' 83V request for a list of capital needs].

what can | say? It'll run forever. production and sales offices inLiner” links several casinos. Miller backed up that line of ar- He said it was all in his head.”
They were just lucky 25 The Roosevelt Islang dument when he took the micro- Members of the RIRA Common

! + :_phone. “I'm shocked that theyCouncil collected signatures during
{ﬁg‘f@%? that they bough xvei\ﬂt]ure ?ﬁgearsr;[grfeltnltn would even consider this again,” hehe evening, and provided blank

American Tramways company’s expressed de-S2id: Cgl”'r},% t?e %rgpo?ﬁl_”uncltnyp-gﬁltflit;gn ;Zm}gz tfzor L‘?[Si'td‘?‘c\;ﬁé?e(\:/';

was one of four compa- sire to diversify beyond 59!.?_23 e’bls uDr'] - an thl '?g?dCI I d’ P t :
nies that submitted bids to the alpine-skiing busi- d e,tpro ”em deret|s da hat th SISIUII erslcongrega %‘ dt I
operate the Tram after the ness, which is subject to20€Sn treally unaerstand what the MIIier also responded 1o a ca

; : . -~ Tram means to this Island,” Millerby RIOC Board member Leo
previous operator, Inte- many variables, including id I than iust a t Kavser for RIOC to consider plac-
Fac Corp., a local com- the weather and the popu-S&d- 1t'S MOre than Just a trans-nayser 1 | derp
pany, terminated its larity of the sport portation link. It is a critical way ing “shrink-wrap” advertising on
month-to-month agree- Biomer said the foarr?z)ef%eiglc?orrﬁart a.rt1dtthe dtltsable;_ipe Tram cabins I'[]' VIO|;’:1IIOn ﬁf its
ment with the Roosevelt Roosevelt Island Tram-]? Vannatt mlén'tﬂ,oge oﬂ?n rrzilr?se\/:/jaby ?h%egiit 'r(‘)% ter?n?scslest%
Island Operating Corp. in way is in good condition "o Vanhattan. but its more thangr ythe LIty y

g : : that. It's part of the Island’s char-City Council. Miller told as-
April in an effort to in- | and that the maintenance " It t of the Island’ | bled idents that RIOC h
crease the revenue assc cter. It's part of the Island’s soul.sembled residents tha as

crew here has been doinga X ;
ciated with its cost-plus 4 an efficient job in keep- And to say that the Tram’s nego-never been allowed to advertise on
contract. Inte-Fac had .

ing the Tram running 365 tiable, that we're going to cut it See Cutback , page 12
managed the Tram sincer
April 1991. T
-

days a year. American
Tramways, working with

RIOC moved quickly
to find an operator after

von “roll “and EQStWwood Rent Hike: 5.3%
persuading Inte-Fac to

Doppelmayr over the

years, has been involved by Robert Laux-Bachand
extend its agreement un
til the end of July. On

in maintenance projects The State Division of Housing and Community Renewal has raised

on the Island system sincethe rent for Eastwood, the largest rent-regulated apartment complex or
July 12, RIOC’s Board of 1981, he said, doing in- Roosevelt Island.
Directors voted to award spections, changing A spokesman for the Division said Thursday that the increase was
American Tramways a| ropes, upgrading the$20.53 per room, amounting to an average increase of 5.3 percent. Th
five-year contract, with a brakes and installing newincrease takes effect in September.
five-year renewal option. bearings, for example. Renters in the 1,003 apartments received their notices on Wednesday
Its bid, $1.9 million for the first more than 45 countries, and sys- Both Blomer and Siconolfi said, two months after a June 1 rent-determination hearing at DHCR head-
year, was slightly less than the oftems in 68. According to thehowever, that major work needs tajuarters in downtown Manhattan that was devoted largely to the tenant
fers from two other bidders, Ropecompany’s website, there werebe done, to replace the 38-ton hadkaders’ insistence that the agency disallow a 27 percent increase in thi
way Engineering and Inte-Fac, buB,280 Doppelmayr installationsrope and rebuild the carriage asewner’s payment for services by the Island’s Public Safety Department.
nearly $200,000 more than the lowwvorldwide, mostly ski lifts, as of semblies that connect the cabins tRastwood’s share of the public safety budget went up this year by more
bidder, American Ropeway. December 2000; its reversiblethe ropes. Siconolfi put the cost othan $100,000, to $485,981.

Patrick Siconolfi, RIOC’s chief aerial Tramways numbered 204. that work at about $300,000 and The leaders of the Eastwood Building Committee, Ron and Fay Vass
financial officer, said the bid cov- Until recently, Blomer said, said the haul rope would have tand Harry De Vine, were pressing for a change in policy to redirect the
ers wages, benefits, managemeroppelmayr had not generally beerbe imported from Europe. department’s emphasis from street patrols to the interior corridors of
and engineering services, but nointerested in operations and main- “It runs every day, which meansEastwood, where tenants have complained of drug dealing and boister
the costs of major repairs, powertenance. He said American Tramit wears out every day, so you needus behavior. The complex, which occupies much of the east side of
insurance and other expensesyays had previously declined to bido do a little maintenance everyMain Street, has multiple entrances but is connected on several floors
which are RIOC's responsibility. on the contract for Roosevelt Is-day,” Blomer said. “Every once inand tenants of these thoroughfares, so to speak, have made many cor

Siconolfi said: “American Tram- land. But this time around, he saida while you need to change the tireplaints to the Public Safety Department of the Roosevelt Island Operat-
ways appeared to the selectiothe bid specifications happened ton the car.” He said the haul ropéng Corporation.
committee to be the most expericoincide with an expansion in See Shutdown , page 5 See Eastwood , page 5
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The Editorial Page

Letters deadline for Aug. 25 issue: Aug. 20

Tram Letters

To RIOC Management: Robert H. Ryan, President

The notion of ending late-night RIOC make riding the subway to and from
Tram service is, at best, foolish and91 Main Street the Island impossible. Other resi-
misguided. Atworst, it will be di- Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 dents, particularly seniors, do not
sastrous for residents of the IslandDear Mr. Ryan: feel safe riding the subway at night
Surely this is a bad joke. Itis my understanding that RIOCand simply rely on the convenience

The fact that we have the greathas solicited community responsef the Tram during the evening and
est concentration of disabled ando a proposed closure of thelate-night hours. Additionally, hos-
wheelchair-dependent folks | haveRoosevelt Island Tram’s third shift. pital employees depend on the
seen anywhere, for whom the sub- | am writing to voice my un- Tram during those hours. The
way is difficult if not impossible to equivocal and vehement oppositiortransportation needs of these
manage, should have ruled this idito any such closure. To my mindpeople must be met and to impose
otic notion off the table as soon aghe fact that RIOC would even con-a “curfew” is unacceptable.
it was suggested. sider such a move is an outrage and For many people who live or

My wife frequently works late at an example of poor planning onwork on Roosevelt Island the Tram
the United Nations and will not RIOC’s part. The Tram is moreis the easiest, safest, and most reli-
take the subway home alone, fromhan just a transportation link to theable means of transportation. For
one fairly unused station to another|sland; it is a part of the Island’sothers it is their only means of
after about 10:00 p.m. She is nosoul. It is both a cause of and atransportation. | urge you not to
alone in this. expression of Roosevelt Island’stake any further steps to close the

We frequently dine out off the unique and special character. At &ram'’s third shift and | assure you
Island and regularly attend theatertime when it is seeking to developthat I will work closely with resi-
concerts, movies and the like offSouthtown and continue invest-dents through every avenue avail-
the Island — there being practicallyment in the Island, RIOC is send-able to ensure that no such closure
nothing to do here. The subway isng a terrible message by placingoccurs.
extremely unappealing late at nightthe Tram under siege.

Taxis are not always available Many residents of Roosevelt Is-
when needed, and are too expen-
sive to become the normal means
of night transport. To the Editor: Dear Mr. Ryan:

Without the Tram we never The latest issue with the pro- | find the proposal to shut down
would have considered movingposed Tram cutbacks are yet anthe Roosevelt Island Tram at 10:00
here. If the insane plan to reducether reason | have decided to leavp.m. unacceptable, in substance, in
service is implemented we will Roosevelt Island. Here are soméhe way it was proposed, and in tim-
have to move off. others. ing.

| suggest that you sharpen your « Manhattan Park increased my The substantive issue is that
pencils and find some other way taent about 50% in two years. Theypeople need the Tram after 10:00.
save a few dollars. are asking many new tenants foDespite falling crime rates, the sub-

Robert Harris  three months security now. way is not safe. My own daughter
Public Policy Consultant « Crime has increased. was faced by a man with a gun on
» Subway service is deplorable.the Q train late one night. She
To the RIOC Board: » The prices and service attalked her way out of a terrifying

A decision to cancel the third Gristede’s are beyond horrible.situation — but it might easily have
shift of the RI Tram will tremen- They routinely keep merchandisegone the other way.
dously and negatively affect ourthat expired over one year ago on The elderly, late-night workers in
welfare and safety. You are kindlytheir shelves. the midtown area, and anyone who
requested to do whatever you can For the money, there are bettefinds the 63rd Street station an un-
to avoid it. Thank you. places to live. comfortable place to be late at

Maen Nsour Name Withheld See Tram Letters , page 4

land have physical disabilities that

A. Gifford Miller
Member of City Council

More Tram letters on pages 4 and 6, and on Website NYC10044 www.nyc100444.com. Letters on other topics, page 9.

Fredonia, New York, July 15, 2001 Fire Departments have always been a major focus of
Today this Chautauqua County town celebrates thele bonding out this way.
100th anniversary of the founding of its Volunteer Fire There is another way Fredonia differs from
Department with a parade, fireworks, and a kind &toosevelt Island.
festival. The Cub Scouts are selling hot dogs, there’sFredonia’s Town Council meets once a month, and
a clown attracting the kids, and the Sheffield Steeler the years its particular form of democracy has
Band is performing in the bandshell in Barker Conadded a “bull session” that precedes any Council meet-
mon. ing by a few days. Informally, things are talked
It's a bit like our Roosevelt Island Day. through. After afew
Fredonia, which is rich in textures dating back tdays of rumination &
Revolutionary times, has no more history thaand off-line discus- ISlan d
Roosevelt Island, which is similarly blessed. sion, there’s a for-
But Fredonia mal session at
is better than which decisions DbSEPUEP
Roosevelt Is- B are made - or
land at treasur- not.
ing and cel- Everybody’s life is touched by the actions of the
ebrating its his- Council, and there are few who haven’t brought some-
tory. The thing before the body, or followed its proceedings.
Women's These are the grass roots.
Christian Tem- Itis in a town like Fredonia that Roosevelt Island’s
perance Union peculiar circumstance becomes apparent — a town
was founded without democracy in one of the Great Democracy’s
here, and founding colonies. We have the trappings — the Resi-
Fredonia was dents Association Common Council — but the people
the home of the and RIRA Council hold none of the power, which here
first Grange. is exercised instead by appointees of the Governor.
Natural gas was first drilled here, and that site, like In Fredoniathat idea of a local government is as
the others, is marked with a bronze plaque. foreign as Saddam Hussein or Joe Stalin, and any at-
Like Roosevelt Island, Fredonia is a town of fewdempt to deny residents the power of the ballot box in
than 10,000 people. election of key decision-makers might well bring out
Roosevelt Island is in its third generation of natives a local militia,
it's second, as it were, of native-born. But i which would no
Fredonia’s Forest Hill Cemetery, there is a Cushi doubt gather at
who fought in the Civil War and there is Luther Gate the local Fire
who was a drummer boy in the Revolutionary Wa Department

And atop one of Main Street’s buildings is a thre building and
dimensional tin sign my Grandpa Hartlieb fashione march in anger
for the Mastor Brothers shop. to the Village

Generations have grown up here, early ones atte Hall and Opera
ing the Normal School and later ones the State U House, where
versity of New York at Fredonia that transformed th€ouncil meetlngs are heId ready to punlsh the arro-
Normal School into a first-class institution of highegance of government that ignores the will of the gov-
learning. erned.

This is small-town America, and the excitement over But then the people of Fredonia have some 225 years
the Fire Department’s Centennial has brought oaf American democracy behind them. And Roosevelt
shiny fire trucks from across the region. Voluntedsland has yet to see its first. DL
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-1 -1 ) Y’know, it's amazing. We have a Town Meeting at We now have until August 18 (really August 15) to
T which possibly the next mayor of the City of New Yorlcollect every letter and every petition signature from
J l l I addresses the community, and 50 people show up. Bery conceivable Tram rider on Roosevelt Island.

if a potential threat to the Tram is on the line — not aWhen | say “we” | mean you, me, the Common Coun-
actual threat, you understand, just a potential threati- and every RIRA member, which includes every

Compiled by WIRE staff — Fax information to 755-2540 there’s a standing-room-only crowd at the Chapel &oosevelt Island resident. This task will be daunting
~ e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com the Good Shepherd. if you leave it for someone else to do. Whether you
or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com I'm writing this column on Wednesday eveningride the Tram or not, you are part of a community of

) after the Town Meeting. The Chapel was a balniiram riders and people in communities look out for
Thur., Aug. 9, 7:30 p.m.Roosevelt Island Greensneeting, Island 100° and I've sweated off another five pounds, so itsach other. Take part, take responsibility and take

House Community Room. All welcome. Informatid838-8029 been an especially successful event. | spoke from ihyarge!

Sun., Aug. 12 2-5 p.m.,The Healing Impact of Color, Music, and heart and so did Councilman Gifford Miller and all Sherie’s and my second cousin is visiting us from
Sound, with Roosevelt Island’s Roy Eaton, concert pianist. Unity Cetire community Salt Lake City, Utah. Justin Helstien is 14 (going on
ter, 213 West 58th Street. Registration, $25. leaders who 15) and he was out at the Tram this afternoon collect-

Tue., Aug. 21 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion GroupBehind the Scenesadded their in- The ing signatures. He sat in our sweltering Chapel for 90
at the Museurby Kate Atkinson, Library. Advance registration requiregut to the pro- minutes helping out. If a stranger can sacrifice time
(limit of 20 participants); book available at Library. ceedings. We out from his first visit to New York City, can we ex-

Sat., August 25next issue offhe Main Street WIRE Deadlines: were angry, we RIRA pect any less from our neighbors and friends?
Advertising in the paper, Fri., Aug. 17; decision on stufferdfer Bag, were forceful Once upon a time, when Tram hours were threat-
Mon., Aug. 20; materials due Thur., Aug. 2Buture issues: Sept. 8, and we were fo- ened, we called upon Al Weinstein, that tireless de-
Sept. 22, Oct 6, Oct. 20, Nov. 3, Nov. 17, Dec. 1, Dec. 15, then ewgiiged, but there CO/len fender of the Tram. And Al, in his polite, courtly way,
two weeks starting early in January, 20BRonefaxfor newsg826-905% was one speaker and using his formal, well-turned phrases, always pre-
755-2540; phone/fax for advertising inquirieg51-82147552540; to  who stopped us vailed. Al is no longer with us, and we've honored
list your organization’s Island events here (no charge), fax informatigdhin our tracks. his memory with a tree and a plague on the green in
to 755-2540 or e-mailMainStreetWIRE@rcn.com. In a quiet voice, a wheelchair-bound woman witfront of the Roosevelt Island Tram plaza. The onus is

Tue., Sept. 11 6:30 p.m. Discussion and Book SigningAnother white hair, Joann Spector, told a horror story of beiran us, all of us, to make sure that Al Weinstein’s
Time, Another Placewith authors Gerald Chatanow and Bernardenied access to the Q102 bus because the wheelchair memory is served
Schwartz, Library. (Book available at the stationery store.) lift didn't work. Over three and a half hours, sh well by defending

Thur., Sept. 13 6:00 p.m.,RIOC  wheelchaired back to the Island from Queens Pla3 the Tram he loved so

There is no charge to listIsland | Board of Directors meeting Chapel She made the moral argument better than any sped much. And we owe
events here. E-mail information | of the Good Shepherd. ~did during the evening that governmemistprovide it to all current and
o ygr‘zﬁgeg’y;g@gi’;cog{ fax Tue., Sept. 256:30 p.m.Book Dis-  transportation that is disabled-compliant. future riders of the
desk at 531 Main Streetpy cussion The Fisher Kingby Paule  The media coverage has been gratifying. CBS Ne Tram to preserve
addressed to The WIRE. Marshall, Library. Advance registrationcovered the event, and the report at 11:00 was o their freedom of mo-

required. three minutes (an eon in local news coverage) of ev4

Oct. 8-14 week-long celebration ddew York History Festival and handed (but resident-intensive) reporting. By no
Roosevelt Island Historical Association’s 25th Anniversary Events we've all read the Tram article in Thursdajew
to be announced. York Daily News | wish the interview | gave had

Thur., Oct. 11, 9:30 a.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting Chapel been included to counter President Ryan’s remar
of the Good Shepherd. (Executive session normally starts at 9:30,H@w do you run an article on the possible curtaili
lowed by open meeting, starting 10:30 or 11:00.) of Tram hours without ever mentioning our RIRA

Sun., Oct. 14 4:00 p.m.,Organ Fund-Raiser, jointly held by the Town Meeting or the impact on our senior and di this Island and who
Church of the Good Shepherd and St. Frances Cabrini Parish to supiiideld communities?The Newddid. Fox Five will Matthew Katz - should be running it.
installation of the new organ in the Chapel, Manhattan Park Theater Giwlerview me Friday morning f@éood Day New York Residents Association President BUt this is the fight

tion in the greatest
city in the world, the
City that never
sleeps. Yes, the
Tram battle is part of
a larger war as to
what the State owes

Tue., Oct. 16 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionThe Poisonwood Bibley and | hope we can redress the misinformationThat at hand, and if it
Barbara Kingsolver, Library. Advance registration required. New York Daily Neweas willing to accept as fact. keeps resurrecting itself like some Stephen King mon-
Thur., Nov. 8, 6:00 p.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting Chapel  You old-timers: Do you remember the uproar whester, then we must keep killing it until the issue is truly

of the Good Shepherd. the same issue came up under Jerome Blue? Yamad.
Tue., Nov. 20 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionKindredby Octavia But- older-timers: do you remember the exact same temDo the petition drive and attend the evening RIOC
ler, Library. Advance registration required. pest when Jean Lerman was RIOC President? WRgard meeting on September 13 when the vote to end
must we reinvent the wheel every time a new Govehe third Tram shift may be taken. You won't be al-
S : C t nor is elected in New York State or a new presidentlswed to speak, but if the Chapel is full of Islanders
enlor en er appointed to head RIOC? Does anyone read the filsding signs and banners in mute testimony to the
Tuesday Mon., Aug. 6, 11:30, Shopping there? The truth of the matter is that there is no instiepth of our concern, | know that the RIOC Board of
1:30,Games(RISA) trip to Queens Stop&Shop tutional memory at RIOC, and every issue they fadrectors will get the message.
Thursday Mon., Aug. 13 11:00-12:30, is as if it were for the first time. God help us. If not us, who?
10:30,VNS Blood Pressure MetroCard Bus
Screening(dates to be Mon., Aug. 13 11:30,
announced) South Street Seaport Trip
7:00,Dance Class Wed., Aug. 15 Atlantic City Trip
Friday Thur., Aug. 16, 10:30,Nutrition
10:00,Yoga Stretch Lecture — Cold Beverages
7:30,Lotto (RISA) Thur., Aug. 23, 9:30,Farmer’s
Saturday Market Trip
7:30,Bingo Mon., Aug. 27, 9:00,Citizenship
SpeC|aI Events Mon., Aug. 27, 10-12 English as
. a Second Language
Mon., Aug. 6, 10:00,Sex Topics  \yed., Aug. 29 9:15,Stay-Well
with Dr. Jerry Arelliano. Stretch
Mon., Aug. 6 11:00,Blood Wed., Aug. 29 10-12 English as
Pressure Screening a Second Language

Home-delivered meals available: 744-5022xt.1203

News (212) 826-9055
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Progress on
Soccer/Baseball Field

Southtown work has focused on the new
soccer/baseball field just north of the Tram
station and Power Plant, while litigants in
the cases before the Appellate Division of
the State Supreme Court await results of
an appeal of cases challenging the
Southtown plan.

Judi Arond, Rafael Asenjo, Sonia Asenjo, David Bauer, Judy Berdy, Steve Bessenof,
Virginia Boykin, Mary Camper-Titsingh, Melanie Castine, Lynn Chambers,
Viviane Codderrens, Malcolm Cohen, Shirley Cruz, Harold Davis, Valerie Davis,
Morty Dinerstein, Rebecca Dougherty, Mary Fitzgerald, Sarita Fonseca, Teresa Hasing,
John Hennessey, Peter Kaplan, Mickey Karpeles-Bauer, Matthew Katz,
Steve Kaufman, Ruth Limmer, Toa Lin, Curtis Lowery, Hazel Lynch, Clarissa McCraley,
Mike McEvoy, Morgan McEvoy, Merle McLean, Dorene McQueen, Terry Moses,
Bruce Munsch, Louise Munsch, Sandra Narine, Juan Nieves, Nancy Olivera,
Gabrielle Parnes, Elizabeth Powell, Gladys Rasheed, Paul Russo, Ron Schuppert,
Bernie Schwartz, Beryl Seaforth, Marilyn Sherman, Harry Small, Stuart Solway,
Joyce Speziale, Pearl Thomas, David Tsireshkin, Elena Vrinceanu, Rece Walford,
Maggie Warner, Jim Whalen, Dolores Williams, Robin Williams, Nina Winteringham,
Rose Woods — and members of the Island Girls Project

(Photo and diagram by Larry Parnes)
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Tram Letters continued from page 2

night, all use the Tram. The people who will0 the RIOC Board: _ _
live in Southtown and work at Cornell Medi- This is in response to your Public Noticg
cal Center/New York Hospital will certainly calling for reactions and comments from th
use it at all hours. Itis a service and shoulgsidents of Roosevelt Island on the proposg
be treated as such. suspension of the night shift of the Tram.

Second, why deal with the Tram in isola- | write this letter as one of the several hu
tion, still less focus on one narrow proposaldreds of residents of Roosevelt Island wh
There are many proposals for rationalizingre connected with the United Nations.
the service. First among them is asking the For almost all of us, the Tram, like an
MTA to take it over. The Tram is part ofother public transport, is a “public service,’
New York City’s transport system, andwhich is intended to deliver exactly that
should be treated as such. Does the City keBglblic Services are not supposed to K
profit and loss accounts for individual submoney-making institutions. They respon(
way or bus routes? Advantages abound -t essential societal needs, and are therefq
the MetroCard were available on the Tranflways supposed to be managed from with
for example, more people would use it. I#€ entire system on which taxation is basefj.
the meantime, let's discuss the Tram’s cost- It is therefore most astonishing that RIOC
effectiveness as a whole, not just one takghould even have considered such a cutba
it-or-leave-it idea. Good ‘management _does not consist {

Thirdly, rolling a proposal like this out for downsizing public services, but rather of im
discussion in the middle of the holiday seaProving them and expanding them constantlg.
son is a cheap ploy, and will not increase It should have been obvious that the facilg
residents’ respect for RIOC or belief in itsProposal to cut back the night service woul

good faith. We need management, not m&eriously inconvenience many residents ¢
nipulation. the Island. Many are handicapped, and ca

Alex Marshall hotuse the subway system at all. Others g
working late into the evenings, including a
To the RIOC Board: the United Nations, and have always walke
The Tram should remain open in thdo the Tram Station on Second Avenue {
evening, late enough for people who havi@ke the ride home.
been to a movie, play, etc., with dinner af-_ShouId there be.a need to reduce the de
ter. If you closed the Tram at 1:00 or 1:3@it in Tram operations, there are many of
a.m., it might be reasonable, but resident#ns which could be considered. Subsidiz
need to have the option of going to Secon@g the Tram from State taxes is the mo;
or Third Avenue for a movie, or having din-obvious. AIIov_vmg advertisementsinand o
ner out — without having to take a cab homéhe Tram (as is done on all New York sub
And taking the subway after an expensivays), is another. Both options should b
evening out is an unpleasant option. available and feasible. _ _
You say the problem is low ridership. In the light of these alternative options
Residents would love to take the Tram mor&imply cutting back on the night shift of the

Open Your Arms to Help A Child
And tourists should be flocking to use it. Tram would be seen as no more than an ap-

So what's the problem? dication of social responsibility by the RIOQ y ' g | I 1 =
RIOC has to 'Pake two steps. 1) Get thBoard of Directors. ShCltCI*lI‘lg f\I'ITlS LhIlL{rCn anIICC

Tram on the MetroCard and 2) Make the = Ambassador Ahmad Kamal(retired)
ram on (e MeroLad | 122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
I've heard your reasons for not adopting 0 RIOC President Robert H. Ryan: 212.689.1702

the Card. You need to develop a marketing The Roosevelt Island Tram, besides bg
strategy that will include both of the step$hg charming and safe, is a smart type ¢
above. The Tram should be a major symb#ilansportation. It is quick and quiet. Like
of the City, as the cable cars are to San Fraflﬁleff_su_bway, ltgeeﬁ_skyoﬁ OUtbOf automob|ll 2
cisco. | wouldn't dream of spending a dayratfic jams, and, unlike the subway, not only
in San Francisco without a cable-car ridedo passengers have magnificent views, bjt BRACES
And, by the way, cable-car rides are include_ﬂﬂerr]e is also never a :]'falm Jamij E)GSIdGSZj }
on the San Francisco monthly pass, alori§ the major reason why | moved here, an [
e S Fanaco oty pas, g e e esr e AREN’T FOREVER,
and buses. (The only extra charge is fohr Wg |Izj/€ szj afbeau'ﬂful |S|F;mt_i,|JUSdt thlrseﬁ
going to the East Bay by BART.) undred yards from the “main island.” Bu S S AR

The point is: San Francisco must subswe have no direct automobile or pedestrigh MILE E.’
dize the cable cars. Why can’t we work ougccess to Manhattan. As all New Yorker

a deal with New York? | say again, the Trarknow, we cannot count on the subway tp  We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
should be a major, international tourist atwork properly, or all the time. In fact, all

o7

traction. The upcoming Spider-Man movié?ooseven Island residents know quite well and adults WhO are reSldentS Of Roosevelt ISland.
is a good time to launch a media campaighat we have had to put up with for the pagt Please call for an appointment.
Yes, it will cost, but it has to be done.  few yﬁ?lr;,/eatnodp(jfgpownil% Iﬁgg\;v% i\;]vg?:ailssa

Unless your goal is to shut down the Tranive wi
And that i what most residents think is thgortation by train from and to our Island. Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
ultimate RIOC goal — very short-sighted. ~ We don’t even have a bus line to Manhay . .

May you be visited by the spirit of Al tan! Taking the bus to Queens to then COI:- 20 years in Island practice
Weinstein onight reall an option, as we all Know how long |

rea : .

PS: You wouldn’t have tﬁir;ag?(;lblﬁeen:ni}oyr:)u take>s/. Wg don’t need fewer public tra?]s- 200 W. 57th Street 501 Main Street
would get your act together and adopt theortation options, we need more! And w 212 757-2285 212 752-8722
MetroCard!!! | buy a $63 monthly pass andieed our Tram to be there for us when V{é
am angry because | can’'t use my pass on theme home a bit later, whether from wor

Tram. | would take the Tram much morer from a social event.
frequently if it wasn't so expensive. The Tram is the elevator betwee
| know your arguments about the cost oRoosevelt Island and Manhattan. It makgs

the equipment to adopt the MetroCard. Dwalking to work possible. It complement
it anyway. You'll have to eventually. the beauty of living on this Island. Itis a Expert Taior Roose Velt
important part of our sense of safety an

To the RIOC Board: identity. And, by now, even those who don’

Closing the Tram at 10:00 p.m. is simplyive on the Island know that.

on Premises
unacceptable. | am tired of struggling to find What | believe nobody has been able . IS/and
my wafhome by subway andgt%e %’ram jgnderstand is why RIOC still has not take 571 Main St

the only safe and dependable mode of trangdvantage of the transportation subsidy fo

portatign. live in thips community only be-which we are entitled, nor has made any ef- 758-1778 ( :/ ea n e r S
cause | don't have to put myself in a dangefort to get the Tram in the MetroCard sys
ous situation by taking the subway late d8m. The impression that residents are ldft
night. The proposal to close the Tram awith is that, at every turn, RIOC is looking
10:00 p.m. directly affects my work, safetyffor a way to take from us something that w|

and lifestyle, and | won't let it happen. ~ not only love, but also need.
Thanks for your attention. No, | don't think that there should be an

Alyssa Hochheiser reduction in the Tram service. |think RIO
should be working for the best interests df

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better

To the RIOC Board: the Island and its residents. And keeping thjs FAST, Your NEIgththOd Cleaners
| am a resident and | object to any nightamazingly simple, unique, and smart mearps -

time reduction of Tramway service. Alsodf transportation is in our best interest. EREFIJI(;A[E'IPQ, We mmr

what mode of transportation are the handi- Rita DeCassia ' _

capped to use? COURTEOUS Free delveries on oders $15-Up

Karen Ganzi More Tram Letters on page 6
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CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Early-Bird Registration

Sundays after 8:15 & 11:15 Mass

$30 - before Labor Day (September 3)
$35 - after September 3

St Frances Cabrini Parish

ShUtdOWﬂ from page 1 the July 12 RIOC meeting — which showenﬁOOk DiSCUSSion SChedUIe at Library

had lasted six years, one to two years longérat 81000 riders per year were using the 10:08_1—he Roosevelt Island branch of the New York Public Library has announced its bool

than the normal span. p.m to 2:00 a.m. shift (3:30 a.m. weekends) discussion schedule for the next year or so. Advance registration is required, and copies
A shutdown will be required to accomplishwere based on a 12-month collection of harH'e books are available at the branch on Main Street. All sessions are at 6:30 p.m. T

the major work, which Blomer said woulddata on Tram usage, from the first six month@00ks scheduled are: .

take about three weeks, probably in Noveref 2000 and the first six months of 2001, as September 25The Fisher Kingby Paule Marshall

ber. During this time, an extensive inspeazompiled by the Tram attendants. October 16The Poisonwood Bibléoy Barbara Kingsolver

tion will be done, covering the Tramway’s The cabin attendants were also the sourceNovember 20Kindred by Octavia Butler

mechanical, electrical and hydraulic systemsf a sample of the ridership of elderly and December 18Bodega Dreamsby Eresto Quinonez

he said. disabled riders, which Siconolfi said was January 15interpreter of Maladiesby Jhumpa Labhiri
Siconolfi said that the Tram now has a ridearried out in a period of about two weeks, Fébruary 19Surfacing by Margaret Atwood

ership of about 933,000 passengers per year,June, prior to the July 12 RIOC board March 19:The Readerby Bernhard Schlink

and revenue of about $1.4 million. With theneeting. This data was compiled on the basis”APril 16: Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhoogl Rebecca Wells

addition of residents from the first two build-of “mobility -related observations to determine May 21:Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier

ings of Southtown, he said, Tram revenue ishether riders were elderly or were in wheel- June 18Memoirs of a Geishaby Arthur Golden

estimated to increase $206,000 per year @hairs or had other disabilities,” he said. July 23:The Orchid Thigfby Susan Orlean

RIOC’s 2003-04 fiscal year. But the added Siconolfi said that the Tram accounts for August 20:Jacob’s Roomby Virginia Woolf

revenue from Southtown, he said, will stiltthe largest part of Roosevelt Island’s oper-

fall far short of the Tram’s current projectedating deficit. The Tram deficiency was re- - _ ) .

amount, $977,000 is a direct loss in the of81, 2000. But that amount was calculateg It is under these standards that the Trasucceeding years of the contract. RIOC

erating budget, he said. only on operating results, Siconolfi said eficit assumes its full dimension. Who covPresident Robert Ryan pointed out, too, that
It was this loss that prompted the RIOGJnder the rules imposed by the Governmer§'s the deficit? Siconolfi said that the moneiy would be misleading to characterize a pos-

board to consider curtailing the Tram’s hourtal Accounting Standards Board, RIOC mugf Subsidize the Tram is derived from theible shortening of service as eliminating the

of service and to ask residents’ opinions. Th@ove, within the next two years, to a stan@eneral revenue of the Corporation — basiFram’s third shift. That shiftis devoted now,

ridership figures that Siconolfi presented adard that accounts for capital assets, inclu&/ly from ground rents. Since less than oria large part, to maintenance work that con-
percent of RIOC’s general revenue is derivetinues until the Tram resumes its daily cir-

from the four original developments ofcuits over the East River at 6:00 a.m. The
Roosevelt Island — Rivercross, Eastwoodyork will continue. Shortening the hours of
Eastwood from page 1 Island House and Westview — the bulk obperation could, however, save money in

Elliot Ashrey, assistant director of the agency’s management bureau, who conduct&e@ifgficit is covered by the renters who liveerms of overtime, Ryan said. _ _
hearing, assured the tenants on June 1 that DHCR would take their complaints ab?ﬂt'\ﬂ?é‘hattan Park, who are paying $3 mil- Given the state of the budget, Siconolfi
public safety increase into careful consideration. ion in ground rent in 2001, and by othesaid, the decision as to the hours of Tram

Several weeks after the hearing, however, an agency spokeswoman said that DHGRH&§S Of unrestricted income, such asperation is essentially a policy matter. In
concluded that the public safety matter was an issue to be decided between the tenagtgfggte. (The housing companies thaither words, the Tram deficit in itself has
RIOC. operate the other buildings do contributeot caused the Island to incur an overall loss;

The State’s position was a blow to the Eastwood leaders, who had previously enm‘"ﬂe'y to the Public Safety Departmentthie question, rather, is a matter of spending
great success in their dealings with DHCR, winning a O percent increase in their pre o . priorities.
rent determination hearing with the Roosevelt Island Housing Management Corp., whicip§onolfi said that RIOC, which has an Blomer said that the current level of Tram
owned by the Belson organization in Manhattan. annual operating budget of about $10 milstaffing, about two dozen employees, and the
Now, the Vasses and De Vine are looking at a loss of about $3,000, which they rAfgk@nd a total budget of approximately $1possible need for any additional personnel,
mostly from Eastwood tenants to pay a lawyer to submit extensive freedom-of-inform&8@tpn. including capital accounts) has rurwas under review, along with other aspects
requests to RIOC about the operations of the Public Safety Department. The lawyer@ipd#ll surplus for the past two years, naff the operation.
Dominguez, has gone to work for another firm, and the money, basically, is gone. Eas ding a one-time payment to RIOC from The current employees, of course, are
leaders were unable to secure the information — even after DHCR extended the datelBetfdY; t0 compensate for damage asso@mong the Tram’s staunchest backers. On
rent determination hearing from early in the year to accommodate the public safety nfdg@Mith the construction of a water tunneThursday morning, the night after a RIRA
— and are now considering an Article 78 appeal. under the Island. Town Meeting to support the Tram, they
The Article 78 approach, which deals with citizen redress of governmental dealin%,conoIfl said that the annual payment tovere giving riders the opportunity to sign pe-

could open up other costly routes for the Eastwood leaders, and it did not appear thisAfa@iican Tramways can be adjusted accortitions seeking to preserve the Tram’s late-
that there was a consensus on how to proceed. ing to Tramway usage, and Blomer noted thatight schedule.
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To the RIOC Board: To the RIOC Board:
ram etters continued from page 4 First of all, if RIOC is serious about getting a community response oA Tram cutback is a very bad
the following issue, then RIOC needs to do more than put out noticesd#f. Related (developer of
To the RIOC Board: To the RIOC Board: kiosks. If your intent is to get a response with meaningful statistics, tigruthtown) should be already call-
| don’t know why I'm shocked | am opposed to eliminating theYou should do the work and make the effort to get one. _ ingthe Governor for such an insane
at your planned curfew for late shift of the Tram. For reasons Yet another of RIOC'’s continuing attempts to harass the regdentﬂd@ﬁ! _
Roosevelt Island’s Tram. After of safety, accessibility and conve-Roosevelt Island by threatening to close the Tram (for any shift) shoulds a Roosevelt Island resident
all, Governor Pataki has clearlynience, the Tram should be runnind© understood to be just that, a threat. Roosevelt Island’s Tram isaihié Westview tenant, | am one
been revenging himself onin the late evening. one guaranteed means of transportation for a large, concentrated popte time appalled by the very in-
Roosevelt Island for not voting | am willing to consider an ex- lation of elderly and disabled residents. This population includes thesé (suicidal almost) and truly ab-
for him for years: Dr. Jerome perimental curtailment of hours toWho live in our two chronic care hospitals who are mobile by whegkrd way of managing the Island in
Blue, violating the General De-midnight on weeknights, 1:00 a.m.chair. The subway is not a viable form of transportation for this popde hands of RIOC. The Tram
velopment Plan, which estab-onweekends. Those times are mor@tion because it is not ADA-compliant. should be closing every night at
lished State subsidy for the Islancconducive to those returning from Because of this special population the Tram, even after 10:00 p};00 to save money? Just when
until it had a population of 20,000evening events and activities,must be accessible to anyone who is disabled in one way or anotheiwasiew buildings built just for the
(later revised to 16,000) — end-whereas 10:00 p.m. is unreasonablfhis RIOC’s way of saying that if one is elderly or confined to a whe@lrpose of housing nurses, physi-
ing that subsidy illegally will early. The curtailment should beChair, one should not plan to go out with family or friends if one canans and scientists who are going
teach them how to vote! temporary, with provisions for re- Plan to take the subway or a cab after 10:00 p.m.? Only those who fiawork right across the river are
Then sending us Robert Ryanyiew and assessment of its impacgasily accessible forms of transportation, who don’t live in this comniecoming a reality? This is so in-
who violates RIOC’s obligation on the community as well as its fi-Nity and are not living on a fixed income could possibly utter such ng@ne financially, economically!
to clean the streets — and now ounancial consequences. sense. _ o o How anyone working at any time
Tram. Moreover, | am confident thatthe EVvery other mass transit system in this country has subsidies from @édhe day or night, who will choose
That's right. Let everyone influx of new residents in eraland state governments. RIOC and the Board that oversees RIOQ ke on this Island because of the
know that we're an Island of chil- Southtown will significantly in- Know our own MTA receives such funding. You should all be ashanpg@ximity to work and the extreme
dren who must be home by 10:0@&rease ridership and bring the opof yourselves for not going after that funding for this universally-recoggfety of going back and forth from
p.m. to do our homework and getration much closer to self-suffi-nized icon of New York City and New York State. home to work using the Tram that
to bed. ciency. Such financial self-suffi- We on Roosevelt Island are in constant wonderment as to why thkes only three minutes and the
And this is supposed to inviteciency would be unique amongOrganization with the misnomer “Operating” Corporation is so incapaBiest reliable mode of locomotion
new people to live here? Nowtoday’s mass transit systems. and unprofessional at operating, i.e. locating funding for this public meapgar between the Island and Man-
that they know that we don’t go | urge you to seek the incorpora-Of transportation, let alone protecting our mandated public parks, a wiaigan, would decide, ever, to settle
out to dinner, opera, concerts ofion of the Tram into the city’s massother kettle of fish. The Tram, owned by RIOC, should have RIO@sthese new buildings if that per-
movies in Manhattan? SubwayZransit system, thus improving itsand the State’s experts out looking for the money required to keep %08 (female or male) finds out that
What sane person, even if not availability and its sustainability as€ntity running and repaired. This effort should be commensurate vt or he will have to take the sub-
senior or disabled, uses the suba distinct mode of transit. the international reputation Manhattan holds in the country, let alomay that is ten stories deep at each
way at night? Oh, gun-toting box- Richard FitzPatrick ~ internationally. , _ end, and will have to face true dan-
ers. Just Pataki's type. _ Any attempt to close our Tram (for any or all shifts) will be a sad ag€r every single time that person
Frances Salten 710 the Editor: unnecessary embarrassment to Governor Pataki, showing a shamefuvéindare to go or come back from
I've been a resident of Roosevelblatant display of insensitivity by the Operating Corporation, and it wivork after 10:00 p.m.!
To the RIOC Board: Island for the last seven yearsbe an illegal act. If I were one person working on
The proposal to shut down theEvery year since George Pataki And don't think for one minute these residents will let this go by quietiiese new buildings, | would say
Tram after 10:00 p.m. will create awas elected Governor, we seem to Sherie Helstien to RIOC that unless the Tram
difficult situation for many people. be under siege by RIOC! We are works 24 hours at regular intervals,
My husband is a one of the manytold that there is no money for thisTo the RIOC Board: | would stop all plans to build any-
disabled people who live on theand no money for that. 1. RIOC claims Roosevelt Island is self-sufficient, therefore we #Hting on this “damned island!” The
Island. The Tram is the only safe Why? This Island pays out taxeonger need State subsidies as mandated in the General Develophiét can bring safely, at anytime
and good transportation we have t¢o Albany and we receive none inPlan (GDP), even though we have not reached the population of 16@adbe day or night in three minutes
cross to Manhattan. We use it latgeturn. The Tram is a viable andthat the GDP stipulates for self-sufficiency. only, right near where people will
at night when we go to visit our attractive way to access Roosevelt 2. RIOC claims residents should either force the City Council to fork on the Upper East Side, more
friends and sometimes when | havésland. Why isn’t the Tram given jts ban on advertising on Tram cabins in order to bring the Island réan 100 passengers.

to work until very late. a transportation subsidy? Why isenue, or we should give up the very necessary third shift of the Tram ardnat is one reason for keeping
What about Southtown? Did youRIOC hell-bent on ruining the Is- the hope for Island repairs, such as on Blackwell House. We can't H&geTram open after 10:00 p.m. as
close the area just for closing? land? Is the RIOC Presidency &t both ways because there isn’t enough money, says RIOC. it has been up to now!

Do you people think? For in- stepping stone to another overpaid 3. RIOC claims Roosevelt Islanders cannot enjoy the convenience addso, all of us old Roosevelt Is-
stance: More people, more travelpatronage job? Will Ryan join savings the MetroCard offers to every other New York City residddnd residents who have helped
ers, more money. Blue as an ex-President but stilbecause RIOC cannot afford the cost of installing it on the Tramwaake this sliver of land a truly hu-

Marta Balla remain on the State payroll? WhyCouncilmember Gifford Miller proposed a plan that would be finafran, safe and multi-cultural, viable
does it seem like every RIOC Presicially viable but RIOC management didn’t even see fit to carry on #@mmunity, do you imagine that we
To the RIOC Board: dent sees himself as a feudal baronecessary conversations with him. will accept one more right to be
| am writing to you with regards who rules by “divine right"and has 4. RIOC evidently cannot use the $250,000 Assemblymember Haken away? Or does RIOC want
to the Tramway’s new working an obligation to protect the peopleGrannis obtained to fix the Chapel of the Good Shepherd because RI®€create a ghetto? This Island is
hours schedule proposal, which isrom themselves? does not have the money in excess of that amount it would cost for fgtdy an Island, with only one safe
from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Questions like this are beggingrepairs. means of transportation that is ex-
| am in a wheelchair and myfor answers! Inquiring residents 5. RIOC cannot repair the streets and walkways that numerous réemely reliable and that can easily
only way to get to or from Man- want to know! dents have tripped and been injured on because you had to give SoutHiéwgupported financially by a big
hattan is through the Tramway, We all howled when Blue pro- developers $4.5 million-plus of Island-generated funds ascamtive entity if RIOC would push for it.
since my mechanical chair cannoposed Tram cuts. When Ryan profor them to build on one of New York City’s choicest and most valuafige Tram after 10:00 p.m. is not a
digest the gap or the height dif-poses the same thing a year or sgieces of real estate. luxury. It is a necessity that eld-
ference between the subway carkter | hope the outrage will be the 6. According to the pro forma of the Southtown developers, they v@ly, handicapped, young people
and the platform. Also, the con-same! Ryan has shown himself thave received over $35 million in residential revenue at the end of fiith no other means of transporta-
stant breakdown on the subwaybe a “Blue clone!” He is concernedyears. Residents (through RIOC) will have received only $1 million f&#n can use at any time of the day
elevators is another reason to ridevith what is best for “George” and their $4.5 million investment. or night.
the Tram. not what is best for the people he 7. There are many more examples, but I'm sure you get the ideaWith the opening of two new

If you close the Tramway atis supposed to represent. The LexEither the Island isotself-sufficient and you should be asking for Stafeuildings to start with, housing
10:00 p.m., that basically sets angton Avenue subway stop at thakubsidies (especially for the Tram and seawall), & self-sufficient medical professionals who will
curfew on me and people in a contime of the night is populated byand you shouldn’t be giving away funds needed for repairs and op#@tk right across the river at odd

dition similar to mine. This drug-addicted zombies who seenions to developers for sweetheart deals. hours, and for many, in the middle
means | cannot go to, or returrto have total control of the station, My questions to you and RIOC management are: of the night, keeping the Tram is a
from, a dinner, a movie, or anysmoking, drinking, sleeping just 1. Where did you learn this fuzzy math? must, unless you want to see all the
other activity that will keep me like their own home! | would like 2. When do you plan to take remedial math courses? new buildings never filled with ten-

out later than 10:00. This is un-to see President Ryan bring his 3. How long must residents suffer the consequences of your/RIO@XS, but with bats and homeless
fair and discriminatory to all family to the Island late at nightineptitude? and squatters. | just urge you to

people with handicaps, workingusing that station! That would 4. When will you resign and ask the State to turn over operation$ek Related what they think of see-
people and also people who ar@ever happen! Of course, residentghis Island to those who care enough about it to do the math correcilyg-all their investments going
afraid to ride the subway. like me and other “run-of-the-mill” residentelectedoy the people who will hirprofessionamanagement? down the drain, because no female,
If you are trying to save moneycitizens would have to deal with it! (The appointedresident members should not have even entertainedagng or old, no man working in
by shutting down the Tramway Pataki seems to want to “cut theidea of cutting the Tram’s third shift, for example.) the middle of the night on the Up-
early, you should consider mid-Island off” and let us fend for our- When | visited Gettysburg recently, it struck me that nearly 140 yeg@$ East Side will want to move
night as a more reasonable houselves financially. He should giveafter Lincoln’s Address, we must still call for “government of the peopigto their buildings unless they can
to avoid inconveniencing a greatus the right to remove his “cronies”by the people and for the people” before we (and the Island) “perigie the quickest, safest and most
many people who depend on thend to appoint a Board that wouldfrom your incompetence and we are forced to leave what was ont@liable mode of transportation that

Tram. representis and not the fiscal in- beautiful, cohesive, and well-run Island community. will make their daily life truly pro-
Have you forgotten that terests of an absentee “landlord.” Linda Heimer ductive and agreeable without hav-

Southtown is being constructed We all must remember come ing to worry about being robbed,

right now and it will bring many election time who has our interestsTo the RIOC Board: To the RIOC Board: raped or killed down the subway

more riders? Maybe you shouldat heart and who doesn’t. Resi- | quite often use the Tram com- The July 28Main Street WIRE stations at either end, Roosevelt
be thinking about increasing serdents of Roosevelt Island musting home from an evening late incontains an editorial and letterdsland or 63rd Street, while going
vices rather than shutting it down.come together regardless of politithe City, or on weekends. Whyfrom residents, all against a pro-or coming back from work to live

| urge you to reconsider andcal affiliation, race, creed or color,don’t they subsizidize the Tram byposal to eliminate the third shift ofon this supposedly safest place in
take a more suitable decisionand send a message to RIOC thatsing the MetroCard? Having thethe Tram. They are cogent andhe City.
which will provide a better ser- we are through being used to furshuttle train running for the nextconvincing. Instead of restating The money needed to keep the

vice to our community. ther political patronage careers anthree years is an inconvience noveome of this eloquent material, ITram working with no loss will be
Thank you for looking into this that we are “mad as hell and noyou wan to cut the Tran servicewish only to endorse those viewsgotten very soon, when the new
matter and your kind cooperation.going to take it anymore!” What next! with a hearty “Amen.” buildings are built, and when RIOC

Gustavo Alori Steven J. Day S. Kleinberg Howard Levi continued on page 11



LES ENFANTS

MONTESSORI SCHOOL

NURSERY-KINDERGARTEN-ELEMENTARY

29-21 Newtown Ave.
Astoria, NY 11102
Phone 718 626-9549
Fax 718 685-759
web Site www.lesenfantsschoool.com
ESTABLISHED IN 1980

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, August 11, 18, and 25
10 AM. tO 2 PM.

TAKE A TOUR OF OUR NEW
EXPANSION BUILDING,
WHICH WILL BE READY FOR THE
SCHOOL YEAR,
STARTING SEPTEMBER 2001.

French and Spanish Classes
Open Year Around
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At the Heart...

...0f a wonderful community called
Roosevelt Island, you'll find Trellis,
proud to be both a gathering place and
the Island’s dining room at large. We
recognize and prize this special role,
and we appreciate the special
relationship we have with the people of
this place. You support us day after
day, year after year. We're proud to be
part of this special community.
See you at Trellis...

752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Full and Half Day Programs
Transportation Available
After-School Program

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

To whom it may concern: To the RIOC Board: | understand that RIOC has a
| have been a Roosevelt Island resident for eight years. Althoughitis have been a resident otudgetary issue, but maybe they
a wonderful thing that we now have subway service, the subway isRobsevelt Island for over 25 yearshould look inside to place blame.
always dependable. The elevators and the escalators are always @afl'm very displeased overHere's an excerpt from the
. _ service, and this is a big problem for the many handicapped residen®IOXC's proposal of shutting downRoosevelt IslandlimeLine [at
will have finally done some work Roosevelt Island. | realize that, due to the availability of unlimited rittee Tram. As a child | took thewww.nyc10044.com].
on looking for the money that anypetroCard, the Tram doesn’t get the same amount of traffic as in Tmam to school and back, continu- “Governor Pataki’s budget elimi-
community is always looking for to past, but | personally always take the Tram if I'm out after 10:00 p.ming even after the subway arrivednates all funding for Roosevelt Is-
help pay for the transportation ofhave noticed that at these later hours, the Tram is always full! In adafid always felt it a safe mode ofand, after the President of RIOC,
its citizens. Please, ask Relategion, the majority of residents scheduled to move into Southtown &ansportation. While | do not takeDr. Jerome Blue, fails to submit a
people for their opinion on thatideafrom the hospital, which is much closer to the Tram than the subwiagvery day to work, | can say tharequest for funding. This means the
of closing the Tram and you will when they move in there is sure to be no problem filling the Tram. ThHuike the Tramany time | come State’s subsidy for operation of
realize, unless they are also insangg cut back service at this shift seems unreasonable. | definitely objecbe from the midtown area afteRoosevelt Island has dropped from
that it will not make sense to moveyg the reduction of service. 10:00 p.m. an@verytime | come $6.5 million to zero in the space of
onto this Island unless you can go Thank you, home from the City after midnight.two years.”
and come back from work safely. Denise Raimi  Instead of rambling on, let me Dr. Blue represented an office
Finally, this Island has many eld-ps: perhaps if tram tokens were sold at a quantity discount — (11 fojusiebullet a few points for you... and I'm sure he didn't act alone. As
erly who do use the Tram and, in gyrice of 10), people would opt to take the Tram more often than the The Tram is a safe mode of resident of Roosevelt Island |
few years, if a new building to sypway. transportation for children, adultsrefuse to be backed into a corner
house elderly is built, it will make and the elderly by RIOC’s incompetence. It is
even more sense to keep the Tram « To shut down the Tram at 10:0@mazing to me that RIOC contin-
working all night. United Nations To the RIOC Board: p.m. is in effect disallowing theues to work against the residents
personnel also use the Tram to In reply to your request for comments on the proposed partial sthgndicapped and disabled fronand that with each move RIOC cuts
come back from work, at times verydown of the Tram, | submit: leaving the Island. The subway esthe voices and ideas of the residents
late, and having to take a taxi for 1. Any curtailment of service undertaken by a transportation systeatators and elevators are ofter decreased another resident mem-
weeks every night because you fean an effort to save money — from Amtrak down to a local streetcar lingneler repair and many days théer of the board recently.
the subway for good reason willhas instead resulted in a significant loss of ridership and thereforatafrs are the only option. You will find that many people
make so little sense that the_y mlghtnoney. » The 63rd Street subway stationyill move if you carry out this plan.
leave Manhattan Park buildings, 2. The particular shutdown you contemplate — the third shift begine clear alternative, has homelesRoosevelt Island is not the most
which will then have a hard time ning at 10:00 every night — is notably cruel and counterproductive sléeping on the platform, no policeconvenient place to live but cer-
filling its empty buildings, mean- would deprive residents returning to their homes in the evening — fropr@sence, and one token clerk 1inly there are benefits to it. Take
ing less revenue for RIOC in thetrip or from an evening at dinner or a movie or other entertainmengiories above the platform! Thisaway another benefit and some will
end. _ Manhattan — of a pleasant and convenient (and for some people thesiation is great during commutingeel that you have crossed over their
Laurence-Marie Brodsky feasible) mode of travel. It would thus make Roosevelt Island less ditdurs but is desolate during the redine of comfort. Feeling trapped is
lized, less a New York neighborhood. of the day. never a good feeling and if you take
To the RIOC Board: Does that matter, except to our residents? Yes, it's a bottom-line kindwith the building of Southtown away the night shift of the Tram
I am a resident on Roosevelt Isof thing. Some buildings may have waiting lists now, but will they dlow can you expect to enticehat's exactly how | will feel.
land and | use the Tramway everyvays? What do the proprietors of overpriced Manhattan Park thinlpebple to move to Roosevelt Island Kristin Sheehan
day. This is the only safe way toyour closedown idea? What do the would-be developers of Southtewth such a lack of transportation
getinto Manhattan also late at nightind other, potential developers think? Remember, development is whalces? To the RIOC Board:
and | would not allow my daughteryour boss George wants.  There are still buildings that Page 2 of the July 2@ain Street
to take the subway after 10:00 p.m. 3. Even if you were able to show that a closedown is necessaryfavé yet to be assigned to deveWIRE contains an editorial and
but rather take the Tramway.even if you bulldoze ahead with it, why start arbitrarily with the begiopers, how appealing do you thinkcopies of letters from residents, all
Should you stop it after 10:00 p.m.ning of the third shift at 10:00 p.m.? Surely an analysis of Tram trafiiés is to them? against a proposal to eliminate the
then we would be in a very diffi- would show that any significant fall-off in business comes much lates How can you think of increas- third shift of the Tram. These pro-
cult situation. We deserve a goodhan that — perhaps after midnight. ing the population of the Islandtests are cogent and convincing.
transportation service and | would 4. Finally, asThe WIREkeeps pointing out, everyone knows thavhile decreasing the availability of Instead of writing a letter which
certainly vote against having thismunicipal transit systems tend to lose money and are therefore at teastportation? restates some of this eloquent ma-
cutback after 10:00 p.m. Manypartially subsidized by governments that care about their citizens. BetWhat does the Master Plan sayjerial, | wish only to endorse those
thanks for your consideration.  of course we on Roosevelt Island have no such government, do wezbout this? Does it not have cleariews with a hearty “Amen.”
Dr. Regine Ware Armand Schwab guidelines? Howard Levi

Tram Letters

continued from page 6
additional letters on page 8
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Scenes from the Island’s Family Album
Saturday night, July 28

RIRA Gets into a Dancing Blur
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CutbaCk speech by asking, “Does anybodyreal] issue is gross negligence and

frompage 1 now what saint | prayed to on mymismanagement by appointed of.
the Tram cabins. “Let me be cleaway to this meeting?” She thenficials who could care less aboumore ram etters
about what the situation is with ad-answered the question with theour needs,” said Steve Marcus, a
vertising on the Tram. RIOC hasname of the late perennial defendeRIRA Council member. The COM- 1 Robert H. Rvan
[to have] a franchise with the Cityof the Tramway: “Saint Al mentdrew applause. “The money,, Ry
of New York to be able to operateWeinstein.” She added, “Now, is not the problem. The problem591 Main Street
the Tram. A year or two ago theythat's modern, when a Catholic nuris, the Governor doesn't give 8roosevelt Island. NY 10044
discovered that they hadn't had thean pray to a Jewish gentleman.tdamn, and he put a bunch of bozog o Mr. Rvan:
franchise renewed and came to th&Jp to his death November 19,in to control us... Their job is ba- | am V\}riti>r/1 on behalf of the residents and commuters of Roosevelt
City [for renewal], and they came 1998, Weinstein had led many resisically to shut up, not ask for any,qiand whicf?is part of the 14th Congressional District, which | repre-
to me and said, ‘We want to renewdent battles to beat down attemptsnoney, and limp along so that thesent | have been informed that the Roosevelt Island éperating Corpo-
the franchise. We’d like to be ableto cut Tramway service. Governor can spend the money O'Patioh is considering the proposal of reduced Tram service. | am asking
to do some advertising.” | said, Representing AssemblymembeRepublicans upstate that will Vote ' vou reiect thegro opseg susbension of Tramwav o e.ration for the
‘Well, I'm willing to talk about that Grannis, Tony Morenzi related afor him.” Marcus, who is a mem- 10.02)/ p.m Jto 3:30 gmpshift P yop
with you... but I'm not just going conversation with RIOC Presidentber of the Maple Tree Group, éuspénéion 6f Traim.Servi.ce during late-night hours is not only ill-
to let you do the advertising andRobert Ryan. “I'm the one who which has been pursuing IegiSIatiorhdvised but it would also compromise the ability of the Island residents
make a lot of money without somespoke with him, so these are almogproviding for a locally-elected P y

kind of assurance that you're go-direct quotes,” Morenzi said. HeRIOC Board of Directors, contin- :ﬁé?g;npém an affordable and safe method of transportaiton to and from

ing to use that money to benefit theqjuoted Ryan as saying, “I don'tued, “What we need to do is get While | have worked with members of RIRA in the past to enhance the

Island... I'm not just going to give want you to think any decisionscontrol. We're going to be fight- safety of the subway station on Roosevelt Island, the station is still not a
you a blank check because yolnave been made on closing théng these skirmishes over and OVe€liople form of alternative transportation for manv Island residents
haven't been doing the right thingTram on a third shift. We're just again. What we really have to dc\NheeIchair—dependent residentspand commuters ;’re not able to boa.lr'
by this community for years.” asking for community response.”is get these clowns out and hav e train. As a result, the service is not available to a segment of the
Residents applauded, then MilleMorenzi said he then asked Ryangontrol ourselves. We have to elec isabled. opulation i:urther because the station is several stories be
continued: “So let me be clear hereHave you looked in the files from RIOC from this neighborhood SO|ow rounpd R[he safét conce;ns and accessibility for anv senior citizen
They never had the right to do adfour years ago, almost to the day?hat the RIOC officials have Somewishgi]ng to travel are sxijbstantial particularly at th)c/)se hoalrs of the night
vertising on the Tram, they don’tJerry Blue said almost the sameinderstanding of what this commu-, ¢ you well know, Roosevelt Island has a large senior and disabled pOpl'J-
have the right to do advertising orthing in a letter to Assemblymannity needs and deserves.” lation. For man ’of these residents, to deny them use of the Tram woulc
the Tram now, and they’re not go-Grannis... Blue said, ‘I've gotin- RIRA First Vice President Byron be to den therr¥a safe and efficient means of transportation to Manhat
ing togetthe right to do advertis- put from the community, and we've Gaspard called for unity among,. - y P

ing on the Tram until they... showmet,’ and he listed all these peopleesidents. He called the RIOC Fﬁrther given the proximity to many of the major hospitals in New
us that they’re going to do some+that he met — upstanding peopleBoard’s consideration of a Tram-York City’the Tram is the chosen transportation for many of the hospital
thing with that revenue to benefit(and Al Weinstein must be rollingway cutback “vindictive,” a re- personnél To suspend service during the late-night shift would also be

this Island. Period.” in his grave right now because hesponse to the City Council’s refusa : :
Miller and others also pointedlisted him), and within days of thatto allow RIOC to sell advertising E?aiin)cl)ﬁpaiisé)envgg g(ﬁésf%?na];%ﬁ? n\'\//(la;;]en;,er()erl)llzb;?eapg&f}‘gm?g Iﬂggﬂgf
out that Title 11l of the Americans there was a sign up saying the thirén the cabins. wa splate at night and prefer above- r);und transportation
with Disabilities Act (ADA) re- shift of the Tram was going to be Michael P. Gutnick, Senior Vice Iyam ratefu? that RI%C encoura ged Island residents t'o voice their
quires ingress and egress from pulelosed. And | said to Ryan, ‘It's President for Finance at MemorialopinionsgOf the reduced Tram servicg Accordingly, the Island residents’
lic faC|I,|t|es, saying that because thenot going to happen. Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center,voiCeS have echoed a resounding disapproval of the proposal. | urgs
Island’s subway platforms are not Representative Carolyn Maloneywhen informed byrhe WIREof the ou to heed the residents’ concerns. The Tramwayv service should not b
compatible with motorized wheel- sent her aide, Jessica Fox, and lat&IOC question to residents, said%terru ted ' y
chairs, the Tramway cannot beprovided a letter to RIOC President‘This is the first I've heard of this. pted.
closed. Attorney Jim Kaufman, anRyan, which appears in this issuéVe're very disappointed. There
alternate member of the RIRAof The WIREon page 12. are going to be several hundred
Common Council, told residents Some residents who spoke at thaew families working the late shift
that Federal courts tend to providélTown Meeting sought to portray and, as you know, the subway ser-
injunctive relief immediately when the current “skirmish” over Tram vice is rather sporadic, particularly RIOC is taking e-mailed com- sition of a single message to be sent
a suit is brought under ADA’s pro- hours as merely symptomatic of arin the evening. We obviously will ments at Tramway@RIOC.com orto the Governor, RIOC, Grannis,
visions. appointed RIOC Board and Presibe having conversations with RIOCat 591 Main Street, Roosevelt IsSenator Olga Mendez, RIOC
Sister Regina Palomara struck alent who are out of touch with resi-about it, and not only us, but theland, NY 10044. An Internet mail Board Chair Marybeth Labate, and
responsive chord in the Chapel audents’ needs, and simply inept apeople from Cornell as well aslink at Website NYC10044 The WIRE
dience when she began a briefommunity management. “TheRockefeller.” www.nyc10044.com allows compo-

Carolyn B. Maloney
Member of Congress
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or all their generous Lle‘p

oluring our recent move

To the Editor: To the Editor:
Letters I've noticed that shopping at the Gristede’s on our Island has improvefis | write this, the Westview
enormously. The shelves are fully stocked, there is much more chgioe| and gym are closed for repairs
To the Editor: even some exotic items to tempt us, and the employees and managéndefinitely” and for thesecond
This is a very painful letter to write. | have been hoping for whatore helpful and pleasant to deal with. time this summer. After the first

seems forever to see some improvement in our Gristede’s store to Now | wonder whether the store will advertise and list some specigigsitdown, those of us who had al-
avail. Their prices are highway robbery, perishable foods are ofteithe WIREas off-Island supermarkets do? That would bring somerefidy paid our dues, had our mem-
spoiled or outdated, you had better check your saleslip at the checleltack to Gristede’s to shop regularly which, admittedly, is much mbesships extended for one month.

counter because they frequently are in error (occasionally they have aa@mvenient for Island residents. So most people were gracious
charged on a $21 grocery bill $4.29!). Mary Camper-Titsingh  enough to shrug that one off, but

Today was the last straw. | went to buy strawberries which they listed now, with this second shutdown, |
as a Special, Driscoll organic for $3.99. They were out of them s@ol the Editor: feel that it's time to speak up.

didn’t buy. Then | went to that great new fish/vegetable store near thém very surprised that the Hudson and Related Companies, which ateonce did a count of all of the
library. The same Driscoll organic strawberries were there for $2.48Viously going out of their way to be non-confrontational with the Istachines now crowding the
Can you imagine the gall of Gristede’s to overcharge to this extent?land population, made such an obvious error in closing down the tfestview gym floor, and found
Why don’t you do that weekly comparative pricing between Gristed@iound that used to be at the end of Main Street. This is an actionttitroughly half do not work prop-
and this great little store? They are a godsend to the Island. Write theatn't have been taken for months and, if even one of the resideattg’or at all. | have to use my own
up. Publicize them. Perhaps it might persuade Gristede’s to be $eds prevails, it may never have been necessary. stopwatch to time myself when ex-
uncaring about our Island. A simple look at the turnaround, which is inside the blue fence, sha@#sising, because the automatic
Roy Eaton that by keeping the fence inside the perimeter of the soccer field ttiggrs and even the speed regula-
would have lost only about 1250 square feet, which is a minuscule pais on the bike, the treadmill, and
To the Editor: centage of the 20 acres that they fenced in. For that small loss, hundhed®wing machine do not work.
Isn’tit kind of silly to be accepting awards as Tree City when there afelaily round trips by residents in their cars and/or in cabs, would havgo far, those of us who use the
plans to cut down over 95% of the trees in the area that used to bé&e@ shortened by about a half mile each. Westview pool and gym have
soccer field and nurses’ residence? For a development company that's trying to suck up to the populatiended to excuse its many short-
Doesn't it also play right into the hands of RIOC, who’s preachia§Roosevelt Island, this wasn’t a very bright move. For a developmepmings by telling ourselves that,
how wonderful things are when, in fact, the developers’ plan, which RI@émpany that’s trying to stick it to the residents and continue to prelel, at least, it's not as expensive
approved, calls for cutting down and totally destroying almost 500 irfge philosophy that nothing can be done to stop development, it pasid crowded as a “regular” club in

placeable trees? It's nice to receive an award that's deserved but wouihf was a brilliant move. You decide. the city. But regular health clubs
it be even nicer and a lot gutsier to tell the tree guys: “Thanks but no Name Withheld in the city do not shut down
thanks. We don't deserve the ‘Tree City’ award this year. We deserve abruptly and with no advance no-
the ‘Tree Slaughterhouse’ award.” To the Editor: tice of just when they intend to re-

Name Withheld  The poor enforcement of parking regulations on Main Street by #gen. They do not taunt members
Public Safety Department is getting worse each week. There never séyrdisplaying 50% of machines that
to be a space when groceries need to be unloaded, handicapped cﬁ!(bli‘!o]f wor||<. Thi?jiZ'a combina-
. . erly people need to be assisted to cars, or a car needs to be packedi@dr @ neglect and disrespect to-
Exclusive Website NYC10044 feature vacation. But if you take a closer look you'll notice that the blue handiards all Westview health club
capped tags hanging from the windshield mirrors have different licepggons.
Www.nyc10044.com numbers than thears (without valid parking-machine permits) and the ma-It looks like, as long as nobody
jority of cars are considerably over the allowable two 40-minute periodsf any consequence is paying at-
But the number-one prize goes to the owner of the pizza restautantion, the situation at the
who feels he owns a spot on Main Street. He parks his black Lincolniégstview gym and pool will con-
many consecutive hours each day and never gets a ticket. Two daydiags to deteriorate, and at this
two patrol officers were munching on pizza at the outdoor window g#igint, I'm wondering what we, as

v . bing with the owner while | observed his car had a tag on the windshielembers, could do to be taken se-
which had expired 50 minutes prior. riously and treated right.

s - Why doesn’t Roosevelt Island hire a “parking enforcer” who gets paid Patricia Duarte
. (/ . @’ j : ” on a salary and a percentage of tickets written? | think we then would

.]((f 21l 7 cf 27 er) realize a more level playing field for the people who need to park for a
W o ' few minutes.

Bruce Barniker
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
SPORTSWIRE 936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

The Roosevelt Island Youth Soccer Association is looking for volunteers to fill the|ex-
ecutive positions needed to run the soccer program, as well as volunteers to fill the qoach-
ing and referee roles needed for the soccer season. There will be a soccer meefing on . A ) o
Tuesday, August 14, at 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. All membersofthe TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
community who would like to become involved in youth soccer are urged to attend. All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year

There are four divisions — the Kinderkickers, age 5-6; the Minors, age 7-8; the Jurjiors,  Service to and from anywhere — Manhattan & Queens our specialty
9-10; the Seniors, 11-14. All divisions welcome both girls and boys, new players as wgll as
experienced. Your child, if more experienced, can be accepted in higher age divisio\g}, and SERVICE INFORMATION
less experienced players may remain in lower age divisions if you wish. The cost fqr the Hourly rate available
coming season will be $60 per child. As in the past this fee includes registration, uniform, Airport Service
trophy, and insurance costs. Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome

This season’s registration materials for children who played last year will be maileddur- Comfortable A/C sedans

ing the first week of August. New players will have an opportunity to register on Sepgem-
ber 5 at Good Shepherd Chapel, 5:00-7:30 p.m. Questions223&8l144

I e 1
e\t ive Piano
Classified | ROOSC o i 'm
Only 50¢/word ‘S‘an il !I ,I_'.

751-8214

Deadline for Aug. 25 issue: Aug.

16 Fri & Sat eve
2o : N
BRASIL BRAZIL APARTMENT CLEANING RID E (‘(‘tLhQﬂ 0]’@“ t‘u llxl ‘)
— Let our dynamic teams of professionals
thoroughly and cheerfully clean and disinfect _

your apartment. We include supplies and

equipment in our reasonable charge. Gift
Certificates available. Call or e-mail for free
estimate: 1-347-661-7438 (cellular),
mario2001@earthlink.net. Check our website:
http://home.earthlink.net/~mario2001.

NEEDED: CAT-SITTER for Island resident
from mid-September to mid-October. If
interested please call (212) 486-0529.

, ° /— o o N o ° ° . “ °
SEEKING CAT-EISH.PLANT SITTER for Ride the Tram home free after dining at Favia
occasional weekends/vacations. Would like Minimum ptu‘chase Of 32
cats to stay in your home for vacations. Please s .2 . "
call Beverly, (212) 308-7752. Limitl one per person

Subject to proof of valid vesidency
SEEKING VERY CLEAN, NON-SMOKING
BEDROOM/BATH for visiting parents,
September 4-9. Please call Beverly,
(212) 308-7752.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST /
CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST - Island
resident Diana Brill. Gift certificates available.
(212) 759-9042.

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid
Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills. Free Home
Consultation. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 375

“Best Pizza in NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it’s light.”
-NY Daily News

Park Avenue, New York, NY. (212) 754-9117. . : I'ICk
DAISY DOODLE CHILDREN'S Fl , 5 g
yiasr h Ite P Ove
ENTERTAINMENT Children’s entertainment, . W % ) GI'IIIe IZZa
magic, characters, dance, toddlers, BOOSEVE LT 131 AND BrOiI d & B
facepainting, balloons. Professional - ed aked
501-4828. FI’e sh eafOO d
EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING - $3

Prompt service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE
ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. (212) 371-4449. Unique
or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER - Excellent
references. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214.

BABYSITTING/HOUSECLEANING by caring,
responsible, reliable lady. Please call at 1-
718-278-7831.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON
REPRESENTATIVE - Dolores Green.
(212) 223-4077.

EXPERIENCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE 1 1
TUTOR available for private lessons. Call 917- Itallan Gr lll
293-2436
VACATION IN PEACE - Will feed and play 60th Street & 2nd Avenue
ith t, wat lants, send « . I : ,
Vn!'a”,ygt‘if_Ca(zvlv%e%f_”gzplif‘ > SENAYOUYOUr GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions

that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”
-New York Times
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A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEATURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 « Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Sales & Service License #730671 . . .
Est, 161 CHRIS TV crecicasaccepe Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Repair Service Center Here We Are on Roosevelt Island
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more... Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
Free Estimates in Shop Mon.-Eri. 9-7 with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair Sat. 9-6 cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.
In-Home Service 7 18-392-7444 21-16 36th Av.
All Work Guaranteed LIC, NY 11106 Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.
]
VISA Lty
Katherlne Teets Grlmm, M.D. Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
o o o . Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
gg‘i” K/I Cer tlSﬁted ied“ﬁt" ican ‘1’5011 1;) edlgt" lc7 ‘54:;135" 5g(l)35"‘ Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9
i SEREEh T RooReve Tean ' Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Don’t wait until the last minute - Treating residents 21 years
7 79 501 Main Street ¢ (212) 752-8722
Schedule your child’s

school physical now.

Office Hours Give your apartment a lift
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m. I I O ] v I E
Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics. S H O PPI |\ ‘ G S E R s ; I ‘ E
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.

Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
Let me do your leg’worlz

Buc[get Oriented

Jack Resnick, M.D. Time-saving

. rnitur
Board-Certified Lk /’EU .
. g . . . ipholstery, 5 lpcovers
Specialist in Adult Medicine Wolornen s Lk
o allpaper ric
(Internal Medicine) Corpet G« Area [Qgs
A// Mnc/ow Femfmemf;
Health Plans 7E/oor' 6—4 7;7°race 7/7e$
Accepted e
Aetna/ggi]ﬁeilthcare Medicare CL\/g ting
Empire Blue Cross 832-23 10 Now accepting arpentry
C%_IGill\DTA Oxford Medicare K'faéen /Qenovmf/'on Ell L
Oxford pa/'mf (S—« qu 7E/'n/'s':4e; en C ' )

] Interior Decorator
501 Main Street AC/; ACCE”_’”“ 531 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044 oset [ Jesign 751-8214
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New York National Bank

Changedhalsts Mind!

Following meetings on Roosevelt Island with
Community Board 8
The Residents Association
The Merchants Association

and based on the amount of support shown for
the bank that replaced Chase on July 23rd

New York National Bank will not
be open three days a week!

Instead , the banking hours will be as follows:

9AM to 3PM
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday

1PM to 7PM
Thursday

We’'re Listening!

Questions? Call (212) 319-0029

NEW YORK NATIONALBANK

7 MEMUER FDNC Banking Where Banking Wouldn't Be
Banfrers Lilve Banhers Used To Be




