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Two dozen residents carried posters and watched on Friday, August 17, as...

RIOC Gets 3000 Answers (So Far) to
Tram Cutback Question: “Hands Off”

Residents have presentegresent for the presentation, moq
RIOC's Board of Directors with a elderly or in wheelchairs. Motor-
firm answer to the notion of elimi- ized chairs used by many disabled
nating the 10:00 p.m. shift at theresidents can’t negotiate the tranf§]
Tramway: No. The possibility wassition from the subway platform to
raised at the Board's July meetingsubway cars, thus making a 10:0@|
and it asked for community inputp.m. end of Tram service a virtua
at that time. curfew for the disabled. Many .

The answer came in the form ofolder residents and women travel” o .cidents Association President
nearly 3,000 signatures on petitionsng alone avoid the subway in latevatthew Katz presented petitions and
and letters, presented befordours because they consider thietters with nearly 3,000 signatures to

Seawall Report, Finally Public,
va < Shows No Imminent Danger

crew, and — judging from some ofwall. Thatis the price, $2,512,000,

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi- the Corps’ jurisdictional terminol- of replenishing riprap — rocks that
neers has issued the final report oagy — for the Island’s lawyers andprotect the existing seawall — for
its Roosevelt Island Seawall Studypoliticians.
a report that should put to rest the “It's not like on September 15, riprap is either depleted or missing.
often-repeated contention here thawe’re going to have a solution,” Another $70,000 would be used for
seawall repairs will cost $6 million. RIOC President Robert H. Ryan‘cultural investigations” to deter-

The report has a final figure butsaid in an interview this week.mine whether some repairs should
no bottom line. It's a prescription“This is going to be a whole pro-be carried out under historic pres-
for more studies by the Rooseveltess of negotiations, with Healthervation standards.
Island Operating Corporationand Hospitals, with the Army Roosevelt Island was once the site
(RIOC) and by the people who runCorps, with the Federal govern-of the City’s prison and insane asy-
the Coler-Goldwater Memorial ment and the State.”
Hospital. It's an open-ended work The final figure is, indeed, structed from gneiss quarried by the
order for engineers and archaeolo$6,222,000, as suggested fronmmates may qualify for the Na-
gists, for RIOC’s maintenancedraft reports circulated over thetional Register of Historic Places,

portions of the seawall where the

Because

lum, parts of the seawall con-

past several years. But that figur@ccording to the Corps.
does not measure the true dimen- Critical and high priority areas of
sions of the work, for two reasonsriprap replenishment will require
First, itis not an estimate of sea11,000 tons of rock at a cost of
wall repairs. It includes the cost of$660,000, figured at 1999 prices,
building the cheapest type of shorethe Corps said. The rest of the
line stabilization system for riprap work could be done for
Southpoint, which lacks a seawalf$1,624,000.
and is undeveloped except for Met- Complicating the picture, how-
ropolitan Transit Authority facili- ever, is that neither of these ex-
ties and the ruins of historic build-penses — Southpoint construction
ings. The price for a so-called vi-and riprap — directly concerns the
nyl-sheet pile bulkhead atseawallitself, a system of rock and
Southpoint is $3,640,000. concrete walls that circles most of
Second, the report estimates ththe Island, and includes a large
price of only one part of an elabo-steam tunnel built along the East
rate program that the Corps’ Newshore in 1949. The 4,200-foot tun-
York District recommends thatnel houses steam pipes that run
RIOC carry out to maintain the sea- See Seawall, page 7

RIOC’s deadline of August 18. Ac-63rd Street and Roosevelt IslandrlOC Vice President Robert Antonek.
tually, the presentation took placestations unsafe at a 10-story depth
Friday, August 17, outside RIOCwhere help is unavailable. . .
offices, when Robert Antonek, Atthe petition presentation, oneG A k C C t I I t
Vice President of the public-ben-resident carried a placard reading: ran n IS S S I On rO er O
efit corporation that manages theRIOC isn’'t an icon of New York. . .
Island, accepted the material fromThe Tram is. Which one would you
Residents Association Presidenshut down?” Other posters sugAUd It R I OC Lease Com pl Ian Ce
Matthew Katz. gested a similar depth of feeling in
Katz's letter to RIOC appears onthe community. Pete Grannis is asking the City Comptroller to a@dministration of Governor George Pataki, who ap-
page 8, and it is a subject of his In addition to the petitions anddit RIOC’s books. pointed both Ryan and most current members of the
column in this issue (page 3). letters, RIOC has received “a Grannis, the Democrat who has long representBdOC Board. The State has taken the position that
Two dozen lIslanders were See Answers , page 9 Roosevelt Island in the State Assembly, asked for tR@osevelt Island is financially “self-sufficient,” and
audit earlier this month in a letter to Comptroller Alahas provided no funds for Island capital or operating
Hevesi. Hevesi, who is running for Mayor, is also meeds for about five years. (This year’'s RIOC budget
Democrat. projects a tiny surplus.) Yet RIOC has sought to free
But the Grannis move complies with the requests op funds by considering elimination of Tramway ser-
Island residents, who have repeatedly asked the Gitge after 10:00 p.m., and has hired a real estate mar-
to take a more active role in overseeing the Statdsting consultant to generate further development ac-
execution of the terms of the Lease under which ittigity.
In SUbway Elevator Snafu developing the Island, which is City property. Grannis and many Island residents, by contrast, have
Simultaneously, Grannis has repeated a demandrsisted that the State should honor the terms of the
by Maurice Bleifeld Robert Ryan, President of the Roosevelt Island Opkease and GDP. The Lease calls for State support, as
As my wife, Belle, and | were returning home by subway on Sundajing Corporation (RIOC), for information on thenecessary, until the GDP is fully executed and the
August 12, we took the elevator at the Roosevelt Island station, adskand’s capital needs. In a letter to Ryan followintgland’s population has reached 16,000 (reduced from
had done countless times before. But this time it was an unexpectaglgn March and April letters, Grannis is threateniran original target of 20,000).
different routine. a public hearing on the Island “to gather information Grannis describes RIOC’s approach to Island man-
As we neared the end of our upward journey, there was a sudden ¢touthe current state of the Island’s infrastructure aadement as “penny-wise, pound-foolish” and “remi-
crashing noise that shook us out of our thoughts. Then silence. Rh@C's record to date and future plans for addressingscent of the actions that precipitated many of the
elevator stopped moving and we were suspended somewhere betieslisland’s needs.” problems the City faced resulting from its neglect of
the station below and the waiting room above. Both Grannis letters appear on page 6 of this issteinfrastructure needs during the fiscal crisis of the
After a moment we stirred uneasily. We looked around at other pafsfthe WIRE 1970s.” Grannis continues by expressing the fear that
sengers. They seemed as bewildered as we were. Then a man who imaihe letter to Hevesi, Grannis points out that tHeIOC's approach “will end up costing this or some
standing at the door had the presence of mind to move to the buttiosase gives the City the right to audit State comphdture administration dearly.”
Pressing one of them, he announced in an anxious voice, “Hello, hellmce with its terms. He writes, “This request stemsGrannis has introduced legislation in the State As-
We're stuck in the elevator. Can you call for help to get us out of her@im ongoing concerns that RIOC has failed to progembly that would provide for local election of the
A voice, evidently the token clerk’s, replied, “OK, I'll do that.” About &rly maintain the infrastructure of the Island as requir@lOC Board and give its resident members the right
minute later he announced, “They’re coming. They’ll be here in abbytthe Lease, including... the Island’s vital perimetéo hire professional management to run the Island. If
15 minutes.” seawall, has virtually abandoned the Island’s sevepassed into law, the legislation would eliminate the
| looked at my watch. It was 7:30 p.m. | counted my fellow passésmdmarked buildings, most notably the Chapel of tipgactice of political appointment of the RIOC admin-
gers: Eleven. A woman wondered out loud, “How will they get us out®bod Shepherd and Blackwell House...” istrator and the members of the RIOC Board of Di-
here?” A young man pointed to the ceiling of the car where there was @rvannis also notes that RIOC has, “over the pastictors. The bill didn’t receive serious consideration
outline of a panel — apparently an escape hatch. Then the young seaeral years, repeatedly sought to find ways to dethe Legislature in the current session, which is end-
grinned and he said, “We ought to write this upToe WIRE' | thought velop on the open spaces designated in the GDP (ihgin a squabble — even law suits — between the Gov-
about his idea and decided it had merit — many of the readers us&#weral Development Plan, an attachment to thmor, who is trying to hold the line on spending, and
subway elevators and would identify with our predicament. If | ever gatase) as parkland.” the Legislature, where the Democratic majority in the
out of here in one piece, maybe | would write the story. The Grannis moves — both the audit request and thate Assembly seeks a more generous budget than
See Elevator , page 11  threat of a hearing — put pressure on Ryan and on the one proposed by Pataki.

Tonight at 10:00 at the Pier: RIRA Dance Under the Stars

First Person

Eleven Trapped an Hour
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The Editorial Page Tram Letters

As earthlings ushered in the 21st Century some months ago, some
Roosevelt Island residents reminisced about having lived for 25 yeggShe RIOC Board: To RIOC:

on this unique, idyllic Island. | happen to be one of them. | am a potential future resident Being financially oriented, | always like to start by understanding the

America celebrated its bicentennial year on July 4, 1976, and on fjahe Cornell Medical housing thatnumbers. In the case of Roosevelt Island this is always difficult, as RIOC
day | drove from Flushing to Roosevelt Island for a spectacular viewygji he constructed on Roosevelthas always guarded numbers and information with great jealousy. This
the vessels which formed an armada and traversed the East River. | {Ri§q | Tram hours were cur-is in stark contrast with the town of New Fairfield, Connecticut, where |
was the last of my visits to the Island prior to moving here. Although@llieq as proposed, | would notonce owned a house, and was very impressed in the first year to receiv
of the rental buildings were open for occupancy at that time, this wasfigie to the Island. As a surgeorin the mail the town budget, provided in line-item detail, by department,
true of Rivercross, the Island’s only “proposed cooperative” apartmgghyently required to work late several weeks in advance of the Town Meeting at which it was to be
building. _ and on-call for emergencies, thelebated.

In August of that year, the Urban Development Corporation (precaglity to get to the mainland eas- Numbers | have seen suggest that the operating costs of the Tram ar

sor to Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation), decided that the tiNfang safely late at night is essenin the order of $2.1 million, the Tram revenues from fares are $1 million

teen families who were potential shareholders could move into the build- | know this is true for a ma- and the annual excess of expenses over fare revenue amounts to $635,0(
ing even though the Certificate of Occupancy was pending. This m‘?@f&of my colleagues at the Medi- The Public Notice that | received strongly implied, but did not directly
that although there was electricity in the building, there was no gas gafCenter. state, that this deficit is the result of the third shift, and elimination of
some construction was still i Marc Goldstein, MD, FACS this shift would result in saving these costs. It also suggests that the cos
being performed. Of per rider in the third shift is $6.45, thus implying ridership of about
course, no gas meant nc Es a n Dear Mr. Ryan: 100,000 per annum after 10:00 p.m. The Tram presently operates fo
cooking; and you might It is my understanding that thel43 hours per week, and 31 of these, or 21.7%, fall after 10:00 p.m., in
wonder how did we sur- Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo£he third shift.

VIVE. My”ans.vver is, “With Se rve r ration is proposing elimination of From this limited information available to me | have prepared two
difficulty!” as is always the the third shift of the Roosevelt |s-alternative scenarios. The first is a “best case” (for cost reduction)
case with pioneers. Yes, land Tram, and has solicited com:&nd assumes thatl Tram operating costs change in direct propor-

all Island residents who . - i he h
, : N : i " munity response to this proposed!on_to the hours
arrived here in the mid-1970’s were called “pioneers. | am writing to voice my the Tram is oper-

Then, this totally new community was a centerpiece for New YtRSUre: / ated. Thiswould | More Tram Letters on
. > osition to this proposed closures . :
State and the City. Our government officials and managers were el i to strongly urge RIOC to lis-fesult in the pages 3’ 61 8, and 9

cially supportive. Urban planners from several states and foreign ¢ ) resent $2.1 mil-
tries toured Main Street. Residents were extremely friendly and de$ii- tﬁ;\t‘: or\?glrev?\rglsrn(i)rzgtl?/evési::%% ion of operating Other Letters, page 6

. . . . . 0 <
ous of pulling together to form worthwhile organizations to benefit t%ﬁir disapproval of this change inCOSts being re- | However, The WIRE has received more letters

community. Neighbors were conscientious about placing trash, chew- ; duced by 21.7% | about RIOC consideration of a Tramway
ing gum, etc., in the receptacles. Children followed the designated si %?es‘?rrz\al:ﬁei.s an integral part ofaS @ result of | cutback than can be printed, even in this
e o Sopared mam e haiomy r BESeUel S and s oy e!minating 1| expads se. Adioal s i b
neighbors. The Island was crime free and our most serious problem gliminate the 10:00 p.m. to 3:30thlcrid Sthlft' or ? wlgdﬁd ,\ilv;t/rg:tlrgzzsute °f ThellélglﬁE o
that of pigeon control a.m. shift of the Tram would deny'€duction —_ 0 ebsite at www.nyc100a4.com.
- ; ; ; tth_ose residents who must travel t456,000. Off- )
T%dayt/, mo;t Island plon?erﬁ% Wlltljl E)ell you t][lat t|m§s are dlerre_n ffrom the Island late at nightSetting this would be the loss of fares from 100,000 riders who would
esentsand mahagement shoud b ot focuoed o NG ham i e ol s andiave Lo ind het way ome by some athr means, eaving a et df
higher qualty of ¢ A s o eliable method of transportation.Cit reduction of $306,000This is the best case _
ru 'Oth IS. Y€l we know everything must change — very Tew thinge: . “ihe addition of Southtown FOr the second scenario | have made the more likely assumption tha
regﬁégurges?&?é are things | certainly did not want to remain the sa the many Memorial Sloan-notall costs vary proportionately with :c)he hours of operation, and | have
How many of you remember these 1976 happenings? ettering and New York Hospital Somewhat arbitrarily assumed that 50% of the costs vary directly in r,ela-
* Manufacturers Hanover Bank operating from a small trailer n{ ployees who will be living on the Z0% e ar operation, tohese being costs sucht as operators pa
Coler Hospital. (This was before it moved to Eastwood and therl %nd, the Tram becomes an eve@nd electricity (direct costs), 25% of the costs will not change at all, such
Westview becbming Chemical Bank and ultimately Chase.) more important link to the Island, S mz_in_agem%nt oversight and regular maintenance (fixed costs), and tr
< The deli operating within the Eastwood courtyard : particularly late at night. In addi- "'émaining 25% of costs will vary partially with changes in operating
+ No supermarket!How delighted we were when Sloan's finally Jion, to the many seniors and dishours (semi-variable costs). In this case elimination of the third shift
fived. even with its Manhattan prices. (No one complained then.) Abled residents of the Island, thigvould yield a reduction in expenses of $285,000 and, after the loss of
« The electric minibus which, twice a week, took us to Broadway n&afle only mode of transportation'n‘li/?me’ the def'%tt\)’votwdtbe rl?[dLlj.CGd by $1?15'00k?.t these t
C-Town In QUeeNs 0 hon tce awset o ey can use, as the elevator to the My guess would be that reality lies somewhere between these two sce
- purchase tood ana other essentials. way is frequently out of service.1arios but, whatever the financial benefit that could be obtained from

* The New York Fire Department’s training site across from Motorg strongly urge you to listen to discontinuing the third shift, it clearly would come nowhere near elimi-

tbheef?eﬁg\]/\?.)ﬁm community garden was developed. (Manhattan Partlfqe voices of the residents, and erating the deficit.

i . ) is vi i . I 'suggest that you try thinking more positively about the Tram. | per-

* The baseball field under the Queensboro Bridge, which was n%ﬁrﬁ:} g@fv;géﬁgﬁg‘fe?i'r'n'mg& sonally use the Tram regularly, it being more bicycle-friendly than the

used because of falling debris from the bridge. C. Virginia Fields Subway, but switch to the subway in order to avoid double fares when |
* No tennis courts! ) Manhattan Bc;rough President Plan to change transport during a trip. Implementing the MetroCard for
* The hospital laundry across from the Tram, which constantly spewe the Tram would eliminate the second-fare penalty presently in effect,

out polluting detergents into the East River. and would undoubtedly result in a significant increase in ridership. |
These are just a few cherished memories of a quarter-centuryTorRIOC: would certainly use it more often.

Roosevelt Island. Too often, New Yorkers whine and focus on the neg@®ne has to wonder, will the battle Geoffrey Kerr
tives. Hopefully, | have triggered fond memories of the way we wefer a decent affordable quality of
More importantly, each of us can put Island politics aside and getlife here on Roosevelt Island eve . . )
volved to insure that for the next quarter-century this Island (includiegd? As a longtime resident of 25 Letters deadline for Sept. 8 issue: Sept. 4
Southtown) will continue to be a delightful place to live with even moyears (there are fewer and fewer of
pleasant memories. us) | find myself pretty much fed To the RIOC Board:
Essie D. Owens up and burned out. Enough al- | am not going to try to address every issue relevant to the proposec
ready. Tram-service reduction (and by extension to the overall funding and man-
This letter addresses the proagement of Roosevelt Island) — others know those issues better than
posed early closing of the Tramdo, and have spoken to them more eloquently and accurately than | car
News (212) 826-9055 — our lifeline to Manhattan (con- | shall focus on the items that | can delineate most reliably:
Urgent news 1-917-353-1647  Vveniently submitted at the height For those of us who work in the vicinity of the Tram, having it close at

Th e WI RE Advertising (212) 751-8214 of summer when many residentsl0:00 p.m. would be a great hardship. The 63rd/Lex station, deep un-

Circulation (212) 935-7534 are out of town). Don't tell me derground and with few riders on the platform after 8:00 p.m., is far too

Fax (212) 755-2540 about the subway — ten storieslangerous an alternative (especially until 2004, while the through traffic

Published by The Main Street WIRE ~~ e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com down in the bowels of the earth.to Queens is so reduced). The potential Southtown residents at Memo

©2001 Unisource2000™ Inc. in association with Website NYC10044  've heard enough horror storiesrial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center and New York Presbyterian Hospi-
531 Main St. #413, NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com

to know better than to take it af-tal/Weill Cornell Medical Center, near my 64th/York office, will feel at
. : : ter a certain hour. As an alternaleast as strongly about this, since many of them will work even later
Managing Editor — Dick Lutz tive (for those of us whbavea hours. And we cannot afford a routine nightly cab ride to Roosevelt

Chief Feature Writer — Anusha Shrivastava . . :
Reporters — Francine Lange, Robert Laux-Bachand choice not to ride at night), wholsland.

Ombudsman — Armand Schwab — 838-3184 can't or don’t choose to spring for A late-evening subway trip from Roosevelt Island to Manhattan is dan-
Chief Proofreader — Kay Thompson a cab, or who are physically dis-gerous for the same reasons — deep underground and few waiting rider:
Proofreader — Linda Heimer abled and can’t manage the subHaving this as the only option would be a serious shortcoming for poten-

Chief Photographer — Margery Rubin way — for all these, shall we justtial new residents ainybuilding on Roosevelt Island.
Photographer — Vicki Feinmel, Ronnie Stuart “roll up the streets” of Roosevelt A 10:00 p.m. Tram shutdown would be, in essence, a curfew. It would

_ _Advertising Manager — Ellen Levy _ Island after 10:00 p.m., as wedrive away existing residents as well as potential new ones.

Circulation Managers — George Rubin, Sherie Helstien enter a state of monkhood (“early Paradoxically, RIOC clearly, like us, considers the Tram an essential
Founding Publisher — Jack Resnick to bed, early to rise,” etc.)? service — it provides red bus service for the full normal schedule during

Editor Emeritus — Jim Bowser In our own case, we are seriouslyplanned shutdowns.

_ _ _ . _ considering moving to a place The Tram is a potent marketing tool not only as transportation, but
Judi Arond, Rafael Asenjo, Sonia Asenjo, David Bauer, Judy Berdy, Steve Bessenof, | here we can have some peace @flso as a symbol — does RIOC really want to reduce the appeal of the
Virginia Boykin, Mary Camper-Titsingh, Melanie Castine, Lynn Chambers, ind fthei dsland in th icularl hil . id d
Viviane Codderrens, Malcolm Cohen, Shirley Cruz, Harold Davis, Valerie Davis. | Mind (one of the important reasondsland in that way, particularly while trying to attract new residents an
Morty Dinerstein, Rebecca Dougherty, Mary Fitzgerald, Sarita Fonseca, Teresa Hasing, | we originally chose to move here).otherwise increase the revenue stream?

%?ehvne Eaeﬁfgq%%s%th Ei%tﬁgf%lg;i?ﬁ Chfj;ggeszerz?;Dﬁégzl-Efn%%hc'gfggmcﬁg As for the future of this Island, Besides these issues of quality of life and unintended pocketbook con-
Mike McEvoy, Morgan McEvoy, Merle McLean, Dorene McQueen, Terry Moses, | UNtil Roosevelt Island can actuallysequences, there is the simple logic that our puphp transportation shoulc
Bruce Munsch, Louise Munsch, Sandra Narine, Juan Nieves, Nancy Olivera, | become a democracy, we areot have to be self-sufficient when no one else’s is.

g’abfie“g pames, EB”Zﬁ*IJgth Ff’OV;ﬁ”vMG'B}IdySSRhasheed, Eaul Russo, Ron Stt:hSUpIpert, forced to shout loud and clear — If RIOC weren't turning down and/or failing to pursue the funding
ernie schwartz, oeryl seatortn, Marilyn erman, Rarry small, uart solway, “ P hilits H H

Joyce Speziale, Pearl Thomas, David Tsireshkin, Elena Vrinceanu, Rece Walford, | MT-/Ms. “Power Broker,” give the possibilities that would not come at a high price to Roosevelt Island,
Maggie Warner, Jim Whalen, Dolores Williams, Robin Williams, Nina Winteringham, residents a break! perhapsll of our infrastructure could be out of jeopardy.

Rose Woods — and members of the Island Girls Project Deborah Beck Ashton Barfield
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Q
. %@’é The dog days of August have overwhelmed us with days of oppressive
S The SUbway heat and then set us free. | wish to report on what | did on my summer
More vacation for show and tell. My intention was to sit by the pool sipping
cool drinks and attending Mostly Mozart every night. The threat to our
Tram L€tt€rS Mon-Fri day & eve S Tram put the kibosh on those plans.
5am-10pm AV to/f g The August 1 Town Meeting set a Qhallenge for.this community: to
To the Editor: (exc Labor Day 9/3) v torirom £ convince the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) Board of
If the Tramway ceases running S Bwy/Laf S Directors that we are united in our opposition to any curtailing of Tram
at 10:00 p.m., the quality of my life &, g hours. The response from tenants, merchants, hospital workers and res
will be greatly reduced. Iwillnot & _ © S  dents, elected representatives, and Tram riders has been inexorable a
be able to have dinner guests, be- c Nights F Q g overwhelmlng. Last F(lday morning, before an audience qf two do.zen
cause | wouldn’t dare ask guests 10pm - 5am . 2 2 seniors and residents in wheelchairs, | presented RIOC Vice Presiden
(especially single women) to take & to 9/4 via 6AvV g S Robert Antonek 2,973 signatures, letters, notes, and comments from ev
the subway here or at 63rd Street © - 2 eryfacet of Roosevelt Island society and Tram ridership. This outpour-
late at night, nor would | consider b < & ing of ire represents one out of every three Islanders — men, women an
doing it myself. Who would hear Weekends = E < children. And the signatures keep.
me if | screamed for help down 10pm Fri - 5am Mon @ o Ppouringin. ) .
there? At other subway stations, = via 6AV £2 I'm tempted to say “thank you’ The
one is near the ticket taker’'s win- © (+ Labor Day 9/3 S ¢ toeveryone who participated in this
dow, and help is readily available & to Tue 9/4 5am) c £ labor-intensive effort, but you
in case of an attack. Some of our -2 2 & didn’tdo it for me. You did it for RIRA
neighbors have been victimized at 'S S 8 £ Z\ﬁgrf?)erI%eesc%rr]r?niaa%gu[rﬂizlgrabrga;
the Lexington/63rd Street station. < Nights 9] % ) L ;
Further, isn’t anyone at RIOC Tuge-Fri 9/4-9/7 toffrom £5 asa Residents Association proje t CO/Umn
aware that the theater, opera and 11:30pm-5am 57th & 7A © = but quickly became everyone’s
concerts are not over until around : t v § £ project, as | had hoped it would.
eleven, and that if one goes out to Special attention must be paid, however, to Dolores Green, who startec
dinner, the likelihood of getting the petitions rolling even before the Town Meeting, and to Rhoda Jacklin,
back to the tram by 9:45 is slim, who organized the Westview-lobby petition drive. Also, hats off to Scout-
even if one gobbles down the food | | l] ll master Geoffrey Kerr, who collected signatures at Saturday Greenmarkets
in a hurry rather than dines at lei- 4 1 l ¥ and to my own Sherie Helstien, who was responsible for hundreds of
sure? This Island promised an signatures at the Tram, on the subway platform, on the streets, every
earthly Heaven when my family Compiled by WIRE staff — Fax information to 755-2540 where. _ . .
moved here in November 1976, but e-mail MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com One caveat, however: This began with a Town Meeting ur]der RIRA
what has materialized over the or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com auspices a_nd presided over by RIRA leadership. If you didn’t see your
years is far from it. If the Tram is RIRA building reps out collecting signatures, ask them where they were.

shut down at 10:00 p.m., there will ‘Today (Aug. 25) through Wed., Aug. 29, Tramway Shutdownser-  You elected us to act on your behalf in crises like this one and, if your
be no advantage to living onVIC€ scheduled to resume Thursday, Aug. 30, at 6:00 a.m. Red busesgiectations have not been met, you deserve to know why. And if the
Roosevelt Island. On the contraryYice to Manhattan on the hour from Public Safety Office, 6:00 a.m.-2&¢planation doesn't satisfy you, remember your building leadership at
we will be prisoners here. a.m. (Saturday to 3:00 a.m.); from Manhattan on the half-hour 6:30 afime-polls next year.

Gwendolyn Johnson Acsadi 2:30 a.m. (Saturday to 3:30 a.m.) from Favia restaurant at northeast cdihe press and media coverage of the Tram debate has been mixed,
ner of 2nd Avenue and 60th Stre@&ee subway schedule, this page best. The broadcast presentations offered a more balanced presentatic

To RIOC: Tonight (Aug. 25), 10:00-midnightRIRA Dance on the Pier free  of the issues, to my mind, with theew York Daily Newand the Sunday
This is to respond to your reques‘{contrlbutlons welcomed). Soft drinks and snacks will be available. Timesoffering less comprehensive su
for comments regarding the pro- Wed., Sept. 57-9 p.m.,A_udmons for maries. In both print stories, RIOC presi
posed abbreviation of the hours o There is no charge to list Island Main Street Theatre Musical Revue dent Robert Ryan was quoted saying,
operation of the Roosevelt Island events here. E-mail information [ benefit. Information371-4449 (Also don’t know of any other community in

Tram to gllsasinsttAt(e)etwlire@rcn.com,fax Sat., Sept. 8, 11 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) New York City that has as many trans
On behalf of the Racquet Club Ejoesk o3t Main Strestr at Sat., Sept. 8next issue oThe Main portation alternatives as Roosevelt Islan
we would view any reduction of | addressed to The WIRE. Street WIRE Deadlines: Advertising One can take the buses [buses? Ther

; e in the paper, Fri., Aug. 31; decision orthe Q102 and what?], subway, car, c4
\Tg?;njee{r‘{'rﬁiﬁgﬂg rghdrmt?uh;itnoegsstuffers_ forThe Bag,Tue., Sept. 4, with materials due Thur., Sept. ﬁnd_Tram.“ This is a neat piece of misd
between 9:00 p.m. and midnight orfuture issues: Sept. 22, Oct 6, Oct. 20, Nov. 3, Nov. 17, Dec. 1, Deection, it seems to me, given that th
the days where there would be na5, then every two weeks starting early in January, 2B@@néfaxfor  debate is aboyiublic transportation, to
Tram service Approximately 50% news 826-905%7552540;phone/fax for advertising inquiries51-8214  and fromManhattan after 10:00 p.m.
of our customers use the Tram in thd 22:2540; to list your organization’s Island events here (no charg@he bus goes to Queens (apparently, .
evening hours, since the subway €% information to755-254Q or e-mailMainStreetWIRE@rcn.com. one at RIOC read of Jo-Ann Spector’, [ {
not perceived to be safe at night. Tue., Sept. 116:30 p.m.Discussion and Book SigningAnother anguish in Queens Plaza which was rc % = | / ¥

Perception greatly impacts value,| Me; Another Placewith authors Gerald Chatanow and Bernardorded as part of the Town Meeting trar.. * _ §
We believe that continuing the cur-Schwartz, Library. (Book available at the stationery store.) script in last month’dVIRB), cars and Matthew Katz
rent level of service at least until Wed., Sept. 128:00 p.m.Meeting of the Common Councilof the cabs are private and not the issue, and the ~ RIRA President
midnight is very important not only Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA), Chapel of the Gaadbway is inaccessible or fearsome to many of our neighbors. This quots
to us but also to the perceptiontha§hepherd. . . makes us look spoiled and petulant, and we are neither. How many
Roosevelt Island is an easy and safe, Thur,, Sept. 13 6:00 p.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting Chapel times and to how many RIOC Boards must we make the same old cas
place to visit. of the Good Shepherd. _ _ _ _ and keep reinventing the wheel?

We urge you not to reduce the Tue., Sept. 256:30 p.m.Book DiscussionThe Fisher Kingyy Paule  The issue of Tram hours will culminate at the RIOC Board meeting on
hours of Tram service. Marshall, Library. Advance registration required. _ Thursday, September 13. The Board Chair, Commissioner Mary Beth

Lewis (Skip) Hartman Wed., Oct. 3 8:00 p.m.Meeting of the Common Councilof the Labate, has assured me that this meeting will take place in the evening

RI Racquet Club Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA), Chapel of the Gaud:00 p.m., allowing many working residents to attend. The commu-

Shepherd. nity will not be allowed to speak until after the vote on Tram hours has
To the RIOC Board: Oct. 8-14 week-long celebration dfew York History Festivaland been taken and the formal meeting adjourns, but we all must make ever
| am opposed to the proposal seRoosevelt Island Historical Association’s 25th Anniversary Events  effort to fill every seat at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Bring signs
forth at the RIOC Board of Direc- L0 be announced. and let them be mute testimony to the depth of our concern. Our input ta
tors meeting that would discontinue RIOC must not end with our petition signatures. _
the third shift of the Roosevelt Is- ] 'I:I%” |shr|gtr)1t arc()jund the conjl%r, more’s the pity, andhthe Cg)mmon Coundc!l
. will hit the boards running. The autumn meetings have been reserved ir
:‘?en(;ju-gﬁr?iggre;r]{g(\?v%ﬁig]bel %@ri Senlor Center the Chapel for the first Wednesdays of the month (except September
disappointed if the third shift were Monday Special Events when the meeting will be September 12) and, as always, the public is
to be discontinued. 9:00, Citizenship p . i invited. In between mourning the inevitable loss of my great tan, I've
| understand that the proposal wad 0:00,English as 2nd Lan- Mon., Aug. 27 10:00,Reducing  scheduled a get-together of RIRA Vice Presidents and Committee Chair:
set forth at the meeting as a result of uage(beginner) and Preventing Backachesd  prior to the start of Council meetings. We intend to examine what we've
1:00,English as 2nd Lan- Blood Pressure Screening attempted so far, how successfully we've accomplished those objectives

the lack of ridership during the time guage(intermediate) Wed., Aug. 29 11:00, Movie Trip - and to set near-term and future goals for ourselves. This is an opportu

eriod from 10:00 p.m. to 3:30 a.m., i . . A ;
E t the Board of % : hould Tuesday to Lincoln Centerinnocence nity to allow us to find worthy projects for the Common Council to ad-
ut the Board of Directors should, . Sun., Sept. 22:00, Labor Day ; e’ : ; P
take into consideration that | andl'go'GamS\?(%ISAzj Party dress and to accomplish this in a smaller and quieter setting. | anticipate
; i eanesaay . ; that the synergism of committee chairs planning and working together
many other residents and visitors t(?)515,5tay Well Exercise Wed., Sept. 511:00, Shopping will createya to?al effect greater than the S?Jm of itg parts. I'm re?nin?ied of
Roosevelt Island have come to rely .o English as 2nd Lan- Bus to Queens d will end with te f Michael CrichtorTk L' t World:
on the Tram as their primary mode” gyage(beginner) Wed., Sept. 512:30, Group (and will end wi )Ia L T el orme. Ut hres beoble
of transportation to and from the Is-1 1200, English as 2nd Lan- discussionSpecial Love -.Innovation only occurs in small groups. Put three people on a
land. 1 am an evening student and gua'ge(intermediate) Relationships committee and they may get something done. Te,n people, and it ge
arrive home late every night during Thursday Mon., Sept. 1011:00 a.m., harder. Thirty people, and nothing happenghd tlhat s why the thirty
t_he week a_md, asa resu_lt of the UNrer0:00 (starting 9/20)ai Chi MetroCard Bus members of Common Council need committees!
liable and infrequent train arrivals, | Class W?Sféi;apt' 12Atlantic City trip
have come to rely on the Tram as miL0:30,Creative Arts . Lett P 11
mode of transportation in the eve12:30,Movie Sun., Sept. 162:00 p.m., Italian etters o
nings. As a supggestion for the nex¥:00,Dance Class Festival The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials. Pub-
RIOC. Board of Direct ti Friday Wed., Sept. 19Health Awareness lication on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the writer's name, address,
oard of Directors mee mg'J.O'OO v Stretch Lecture (additional sessions and phone number must be provided for verification and for our records. Preferred
maybe the tram could be discontin2Y:V0,Yoga Stretc Sept. 26, Oct. 3, Oct. 10) methods of submission: PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk left at 531 Main Street for
ued at 12:00 midnight or 1:00 a.m. 7:30,Lotto Wed.. Oct. 24 9:30-11:30 The WIRE, or by e-mail to MainStreetWIRE@rcn.com (ASCII text preferred or use any
Please find a way to keep the Saturday Eré’e F(I:u Sﬁoté -rLsbam, \évorg rocessir&g softvlvz?re, but no MSWord filefs Witdh m?cro)s). Alternativles:lT peg,

- - :30,Bingo (RISA ouble-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to (212) 755-2540. Clearly hand-
Tram in op_eratlon seven _day_s 67 go( ) written letters will be considered if brief, but we cannot take telephone dictation of let-
W_eﬁk, rulngg\g at least until mid- ters. All Ie(tjte{)s are subject to acc?ptar?]cefand to e(cjiitirg)g forllengthdamlj clarity. We
night or 1:00 a.m. _Aali : . ) recommend observing a maximum length of 300 words, but will consider longer letters

Jil-Elana B. Browne Home-delivered meals available: 744-5022xt.1203 if their content merits the required space.
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More Music...

...through the end of September, as
Trellis continues to provide that “extra”
community center next to Chapel of the

Good Shepherd. We hope you've
enjoyed the music all this summer,

along with our efforts in the culinary
and beverage line. At Trellis, we're
always happy to see you, indoors or out
— or just to hear from you on the phone
for your favorite take-out order.
See you at Trellis...

752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

Become a Faoster Parent

Open Your Arms to Help A Child

Sheltering Arms Children Service
122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702

) STA DIKC Sy
£ RAR ARE

REGISTER NOW
FOR
FALL 2001

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

CLASSES START WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 18

Adult classes: Pottery, Digital Photography and
Parent & Baby Group

Walking-4 yrs.: Tumbling, Art & Imagination and
Music & Rhythm

4 yrs -9 yrs.: Sculpture
10yrs.-13 yrs.. Beginners Photography and Sculpture

» Registration forms will be available at the
Public Safety office the week of August 27

« Any questions call Gina at 758-8408 between
the hours of 10am and 8pm

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

Expert Taior
on Premises R Oose Ve l t
s Island
758-1778  Cleaners
New State of the At
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better
FAST, Your Neighborhood Cleaners
Rl We Delver
COURTEOUS

Free delveries on oders $15Up
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The World Series
and
A Movie Too!

Visit New York National Bank between August 27th and September 24th to
receive an entry form to place your name in a drawing for a —

27-1Inch Color
Television/VCR

Anyone — a New York National Bank customer or not — can enter. In other
words, you do not have to have an account at New York National Bank, nor do
you have to open an account, in order to enter the sweepstakes.

Banking hours are —

9to 3
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
1to7/
Thursday

The drawing will be held on September 25th, and the television will be
delivered in time for the World Series — and in time for the non-baseball fan's
movie!

The branch is at 619 Main Street, and the telephone number is (212) 319-0029

NEW YORK NATIONALBANK

MEMEEA FDIC

Sweepstakes is open to legal residents of the U.S. who are 18 or older. Entry form contains official sweepstakes rules.
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Letters
T? J[sr;/%%git'[r?i;e with Bruce Barniker’s views in the August 4 issue but Grannls Letters Pressure RIOC

see little hope of improvement under the existing Public Safety Depgils, Comptroller Hevesi: Dear Mr. Ryan:

quedm’eﬁrg(:h flaunts the regulations as much as, if not more than, aN%n behalf of the more than 8,000 constituents ofl am writing to tell you of my dismay over your
Pybl' S fotv D ¢ t vehicl f " ked f t ine who reside on Roosevelt Island, | am writing t@ilure to reply to my letters of March 15 and April
_Public >afety Department vehicles are frequently parked for ex er‘%‘%est that you exercise your authority to inspect ahd, 2001 (copies enclosed) seeking information re-
time on the Eastwood side of Main Street next to the distorted sign sl the hooks and records of the Roosevelt Islagdrding the capital project needs on Roosevelt Island
Ing Nc;)“St_opp,l’ng, ﬁpandmg or Ifi’arkm? Iln sglte of the fa% that the Gperating Corporation (RIOC), the assignee of trand RIOC's plans for securing the funding needed to
se_lr_\k/]e prime %ar |r;g arﬁa In ror:_to lstarll tHouse IS }/‘i'he OPEN. New York State Urban Development Corporationndertake such initiatives.
ith N gt;uy on a |cyc_:te_, W otsor_net;]me_s r:(t: d(_a S st_omgbo t he cars pa%@?*:), now d.b.a. Empire State Development Cor- | am particularly troubled by the fact that since we
‘r’]‘" ou ﬁropfer permit, 15 a step in the rig "er‘]: lon, Iu N€ appareiftation, to determine whether it is in compliance witfirst met in my District Office in October 2000 and
as to allow for many unwritten exceptions to the regulations. the terms of the lease (and the General Developmeigcussed all the same issues raised in my letters, RIOC
M. Petersen Plan [GDP] referenced therein), entered into in 1968s not requested an appropriation from Governor
To the Editor: with New York City granting UDC the right to de-Pataki in his Executive Budget submissions, nor, to
Perhans RIOC will consider hirina Bruce Barniker as the * arkivelop and manage the residential community any knowledge, has it nailed down alternative funding
enforcerp” L will take the number-one? fize. but not for the reascl)an E,’rﬁﬁnosevelt Island. Section 20 of the lease sets out ysources. Othis front, | learned recently that your ap-
Barnik ' M b P .|’| be for dedicati d fice's authority for this undertaking. plication for a grant from the New York State Office of
arniker states. My number-one prize will be for dedication and comy ;s request stems from ongoing concerns that RIG®rks, Recreation and Historic Preservation for the much
mltmetr%t. tl)\/ly_far‘_nlly avr\1/d ! ha\t/elkbeen ger\{lce pr(?{xlderzsf)on this I\SAII failed to properly maintain the infrastructure of theeeded repairs to Blackwell House was denied. | also
tSrISI():/e de deica?g(ljngmjglle i mee gaey 3or:2i%t2n?uwn;0r:i$e o?rr\]ers goe?hr; thquzﬂﬁd als r((ajquiredI by the lease, inclllljdring but nc|>|t Iirrtl)ite’@w have ri]n hand tne A:jmK Corps Ic|>f Engineers fina]}I
, : . : ; Island’s vital perimeter seawall, has virtually abareport on the seawall, and the overall cost estimates for
provide for thelafamllles.. We Ssu%port therl130y Scouts and _pkr ovide QIES ed the Island’spseveral landmarked buildingys, mdbe needed repairs and maintenance appear to be the sam
Slt.;pp?l"[ ?O nee t? m(;ntlr(]) nd t 0 e_rt'ebwe avehBruce Barniker sqwrrw& bly the Chapel of the Good Shepherd and Blackwa$ was cited in its February 2000 draft. While this project
gh?)?ﬂ dawGéV\IlaTIrr]]% el-s|ovs sz;idl '(Fh\,i\,sal u eiga'lsueslﬁshe—vz\;?]zl %(;)rlrz]agNoer\]/vv\?gr Bllse, and has over the past several years repeatetlpht be eligible for some federal funding, where do
~ rather naivegabout the realities gfyCit living. We all have to wal [Jgh; to find ways to develop on the open spaces degiod propose to find the difference?
Wait for the cab. wait for the red light etg Sorr?étimes | have o wait 0ted in the GDP as parkland. ~ lamreissuing my request for a full listing of RIOC’s
deliveries. Sometimes | have to \?V&i:[ for the Mrs. Sometimes | hav Between 1996 and 1997, Governor Pataki eliméapital-project needs and their anticipated costs and
wait for my children. Sometimes I have to wait for the window wash ?\é?e% all suhppolrtt) f?r RIOC |nhthe _Exe%utgle B.Udgﬁlé tgat youl re?jpontd %r?rgrﬁgyMtQ mS% eatrl\lﬁercgrre-
y ; 'sed on what | believe was the misguided notion thsgtondence. | understand fr ain Stree 's
ByLWhen_lthg mom((ajnt f:onnEcts,bwe(jJUS} greetf gaach other, not al%ﬁgﬁsland can and should be self-sufficient before theport on Senator Mendez’ meeting with the Gover-
W'|t_| a s_rtnl N “.Il.Jt Wg ont maf[ €a Itg Ieﬁ. out ot it, hi ._completion of the GDP. Previously, funding had beeror that he may be considering a visit to the Island
at tr?eV\g:Jgjséor \\;vv?n dg}\:vsgz?k())t’)ir\:\éovei?hr?hg ol\(/:v?]r:rv\\/,\?r:ielen?L:)T)Cselp\?e?jnhli)slzimr“éd%d asa rlnatter of cm:jrse in the State Ibudget ﬁb:rjr;g tft1e fall. Coinci?entallly, shquldllhnot r%ceive a
: ; X ; : = eded capital projects and to cover annual operatisagisfactory response to my inquiries, | have been con-
had a tagé)(;\_tthe V,\[/r']r.‘drc'h'dd which h_ia}g.el)((plged t50hm{nutes prlor.tt. IE%Z)rtfalls, \?vhicf?in{:reased substantially with tphe d:gnplating convening a public hearing on the Island
'(I;'IFI]SeeVr\]/qI%E BIrS(r:e_ Ball?nliskz(r) issei[:?ulsi'n t;:";lt ?a?nuirw/oi/ey(ﬂjnat;ﬁbpeur "NYikk of ridership on the Tramway following the openwithin the next few months, possibly with
Now shall we talk about violatri)o}asg | am serious! Bruce Barni)lile&;gg of the Island’sdsubwa)r/]stpp inb1989. With Iit;nit%ﬁourlﬂlmerpber l\t{liller arl?1 Congreisrp?mbfetrhM?llon%y,
. : : : venue sourcesd no authority to borrow, issue bond$o gather information on the current state of the Island’s
can forglveﬁ t_)uﬂ'he WI.IEIEdoes not haV? to tf?i;g&slpglé]hroggh this pcl)rg-r directly assess residents, t%IOC’S management firafsastructure and RIOC'’s record to date and future plans
{guﬁrlllltg/ S;Cce’)lrrespona e comments. Isit eeds matenial \esorted to raising fees, reducing services and puttiiag addressing the Island’s needs. Should this take place,
Wellpl il hint at a story of great importance to this entire commoff ca;?(i_tal %x%enditures. | have offer((ejccij to asfs]istI ?IOD%%JIIthe);peCt you and o:rer 0ff|C:;3.|S from R(IjQC and
; ’ : . eeking budget appropriations to address the Islan o figure prominently in such a proceeding.
nity. In our efforts to get a fair deal on this Island, we merchants %ds. Bg]ut degspiteprgpepated requests by my office anbdawait your overdue reply.
confronted with challenges of significant financial consequences. the Island’s other elected officials, RIOC has either Alexander B Grannis

?(;l Qgrgl]‘gfég'sr}ﬁ|fﬁ21r'gesT%neF§§\?§ﬁt\i’Ser'f"SS'a(;‘ﬂb‘{vfosﬁgj%%'tetgn t?]lér k?iffo en unwilling, or more likely unable, to provide a list Member of Assembly
: 9 9 ts current or projected capital project needs, theit

You could indeed call us the sardines swimming against the sharks, Cipated costs, or any viable explanation of where it

Ir?zgvgoat tsc':ogr(;/ttgatteelln lJTpailkcigruS;[{ ulgﬁlr?t tzgrsel'z;rlvrll\aen;zsir?-ﬁﬁg?eusst gtr(])er&/ w 0 ds to find the funds for such projects. Thank you for your attention to this very important
are welcome to intérview us at any time : th many ways, RIOC’s actions are reminiscent oéqugst. I will be glad to provide your staff with what-
Is it not more neighborly for us IsIandérs to work together minus %ﬁ actions that precipitated many of the problems tbeer information we have available to assist you in
ego trips? | for one would encourage WIREto take care to read y faced resulting from its neglect of its infrastruceeciding whether to pursue this investigation. Please
lotters in a more insightful manner, avoiding hurt to others. Let's Shture needs during the fiscal crisis of the 1970s. Aeel free to contact Tony Morenzi, who runs my Dis-
respect. Thank you ' : Wes the case with the City, | am fearful that RIOC'sict Office, or me at (212) 860-4906 if you have any
' ' penny-wisgound-foolish approach in meeting its obligquestions.
gations under the lease will end up costing this or some Alexander B. Grannis
future administration dearly for such fiscal missteps. Member of Assembly

Tony Moccia
Capri Restaurant

Editor's note: The WIRE last reported in depth on merchants’ survival
problems in April, 1998, and the writer makes a good point in suggest- o
ing that further coverage is warranted. (The WIRE attempted to join the qu_tr?g Cfoan;q”i]ll;/n't%‘f Benjamin M T L tt
Roosevelt Island Chamber of Commerce to become actively involved in —_— —_—
dealing with merchant concerns, but membership was refused, initially Malcolm tha.nks all .Of you who Ore ram e ers
with the reason given that The WIRE does not rent space from RIOC, toudc_he?hour Ilvtefs durlngtk;]ls |Ilness_|_o the Editor:
and other reasons given subsequently. There seemed to be a disagree- anA én eciea??ﬁani\évtrgol—a]oss.ice for. The proposal to eliminate the late shift on the Roosevelt Island Tram
ment among merchants as to how directly the Chamber should deal . gcialized rouram of gare ands a condemnatory assault on public safety and will reduce life on the
with problems presented by their relationship with RIOC.) Bruce invoFI)vement W?]er? it was neededsland to nearly ghetto-like conditions. Curtailing the Tram schedule, in
Barniker's letter in the August 4 issue of The WIRE primarily made the . S "o son o o O effect, sets a virtual 10:00 p.m. curfew for many Island residents.
point that Public ngety en_forcement of parking limits and rggulatlons is nessg Specifically. | would like to Many of my neighbors, including college and high-school-age young
inadequate. The implication was one of laxness or favoritism, not of réssrr)n ratitﬁ'de to Reqistere@eople, use the Tram exclusively when returning from Manhattan to avoid
bribery. And .there does seem to be a problem of merchant vehicles NuFI)’se Eile)e/r?Diaz who WagaCon-orbiddingly'empty subway platforms. If you listen, you can hear the
parked on Main Street for long hours. stant source of sfrength and suphantra of parents warning their kids to “take the Tram if you're going to
- -come home late.
To the Editor: tp Oer:é vbﬂhyeahgmr:ekzetgdhv?/géoérggltgg RIOC's half-baked solution seemingly solves the Tram’s deficit prob-
As a Montauk Credit Union customer, | was surprised a year agoq?h nks to Rivercross Generaﬁ'em as it simultaneously creates a much larger problem affecting the
learn that my account was being depleted by an insurance company Cﬁi%gger Mitchell Hammer and thePublic weal. The 10:00 p.m. closing will choke the remaining life out of
Benefit Consultants, Inc., which is associated with CNA Administratofg;
| sighed an account with Montauk in 1998 and accepted a certificat%- i
insurance provided by MCU — an additional certificate that would debi
my account automatically was also linked to the offer. Note, they senfifyers who shared brief moments
reminders or insurance statements. If you forgot about it, as | obvio% my husband over coffee and
did, you may be surprised to learn that your account is dwindling. S%ﬁlcks during his illness The 10 the Editor:

this diminishing community. It is ironic that as services are reduced,

new buildings are going up.

Please help us defeat RIOC’s destructive and ill-considered proposal.
Leonard Slonevsky

ding staff for their concern, as-
ance, and support.
special thanks also to the Is-

_ The amount appears on the bank statement as “date, number, terf i€ “|tters and phone calls pro- The following letter was sent to Olga Mendez, Pete Grannis and Gifford
ins 8" for $12.92 per month, which may not call attention to itself. BR ed’support and were appreci-Mi”er' I had written previously to RIOC’s “Tram Comments.”
e el L oon Weck oo on & Smal account e Mne; CUSIOLEA. Thanks o allwno expresseq MIOC wants (o shut down the Tram ot 10 . Thi wil cause great
_ pony  “te (SBOZE: concern in this manner. ardship and expense to tenants who work off-hours and those who wis

for terminal) followed by a number. You may overlook this insurance, very special thanks to the Com-t0 spend an evening at the theater. Many seniors and handicapped tel
premium thinking it's an ATM event. missioner and staff of the New York &Nts are part of that group. The subway is not the answer to these peopl

To halt their activities, | called Benefit Consultants last summer. The; : Please remind our Governor and Mayor that Roosevelt Island is part

. : . P Hy Department of Correction for . e

continued to charge my account until I called them again this summie ir support and ceremonial contri-of New York State and New York City and we are not receiving the
They recently credited my account for what they took. bution. My thanks also to the De-assistance that we are entitled to to maintain the R.1. Bridge, the seawall

| like Montauk Credit Union for their service and affordability. It i : ; P and the Tram.

. . . . artment of Correction Historian for . . .

unfortunate that they provide opportunity for operators like Benefit Cqpz interesting work he did on my What is the reason for this? Roosevelt Island is expected to foot all
sultants to take advantage of their customers. . . husband's life experience. Gratituddhe bills.

Check your bank statements — someone may be making off with y neighbors who gave their sup- Please help us!

account without your knowledge and they will keep the money unI?)%?t and presence. Marian Valentine
you state otherwise! Name Withheld Finally, a very special thank you
to the former co-workers and Additional letters on the Tram appear
Counseliers, Inc., whose presence d q
and personal touch were so gratir 'On pages 2, 3, 8, and 9, and on
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from the power plant near the Tramwhich the Corps said “may be con-
to the Coler Hospital campus on thesidered a vital public works infra-
North end of the Island and to thestructure.”
Goldwater campus and Sportspark The report says that the tunnel i
on the South. leaking from both the land and sea
“Most of the seawalls surround-wall sides, caused by damage ti
ing the Island are in fair condition joints, inadequate riprap, tree root:
with varying needs for preventiveand poor storm drainage. In addi
maintenance,” the report says. Bution, the piles and piers supporting
the details of this maintenance -the tunnel may have deteriorated.
ranging from patching cracks and “In the event of a failure, the
fixing stanchions to the possiblesteam tunnel services from the
replacement of some wall and tunpower plant will be compromised,”
nel sections — will have to be de-the report says. “This situation
termined through further studies,warrants an independent study be
the Corps says. yond the scope of this investiga-
“Only internal testing of the wall tion. Since it currently supplies the
(not visual inspection) can accu-hospitals and since there is a nee o : . -
rately determine the structural in-to maintain the steam tunnel for ust ' T o T— e =% Rppeer
tegrity and remaining useful life of by the New York City Health and - '
the wall sections. Since any wallHospitals Corporation (HHC), then
repair may disturb the frontingit would be incumbent upon that
riprap prior to repair work, it is agency to undertake the requireaver centuries, currents wearing away on the Island at various levels “crowned” it, wearing away more at its edges than
advisable to place riprap improve-further study.” near its middle. For the Island to host residences, however, a q‘entle slope (:jyovyn to da_nger_ous East River waters was
ments after the wall repair,” the In other words, the report Sug_lnqpproprlate,_ so fill material was added and much of the Island “squared off,” with the fill being protected by a s?awally.’
. - - his engineering drawing shows a cross-section, with riprap breaking up currents and waves that would otherwise “scour
Corps points out. “Failure to per-gests, the Corps could getinvolveding yndercut the added wall. Over time, seams between sections of concrete wall become loose or worn and must be
form the necessary repairs or mainin further studies and work to solvereplaced. The drawing represents just one scheme for holding the line; other approaches differ primarily in detail.
tenance could eventually lead tahe steam tunnel problem if HHC
undermining of the promenade showed that a disruption in its sup-
creating an unsafe condition.”  ply of steam would constitute ansummarizes design alternatives to This bulkhead, priced in 1999research be carried out, along with a
RIOC requested the study inemergency. Although RIOC ownsprotect the South end of the Islanddollars, would cost about $3.6 mil-structural assessment of the effect of
1996 and paid the Corps $100,006he power plant, it does not deriveThe least-costly method would belion. A comparable concrete wallconstruction on the Strecker and
todoit. Itis a“reconnaissance typany revenue from it; and the sysan anchored vinyl-sheet pile wallset back from the shoreline wouldSmall Pox properties.
study” assessing the adequacy afem, which runs year-round, is op-set back 12 to 15 feet from thecost about $5 million, the report “Ideally, all of the historic prop-
coastal structures around the perimerated and maintained by the hosshore and extending for 3,400 feetsays, while a concrete wall on theerties at Roosevelt Island should
eter of the Island, and is aimed apitals, with a small portion of the to guard against a “100-year stornperimeter of the shoreline, extendhave a management plan for their
helping RIOC set priorities for re- steam going to Sportspark. event.” The wall would have aning for 3,600 feet, would cost aboutbasic preservation and maintenance
pairs and improvements. The study In dealing with the steam tunnel,exposed height of 7 feet above th&11 million. to prevent further deterioration,
also presents alternatives foRyan said, “The immediate nextexisting grade and would be back- The report says that constructiorwhile maintaining them in a
Southpoint, addresses the need fatep is sitting down with Health andfilled and anchored with tie rodsof the vinyl bulkhead has the po-‘mothballed’ (unused, but stabi-
archaeological investigations inHospitals.” every 10 feet to concrete weightdential “to disturb potentially sig- lized, maintained) condition,” the
that area, and deals with the matter A section of the report, “Coast(called “deadmen”) sunk in thenificant archaeological deposits”’report says.
of who should pay for the work. Structures Adequacy Assessground 23 feet from the sheet pil-associated with the City Hospital, Archaeological investigations
The basic Phase | survey tookments,” summarizes the prelimi-ing. A timber cap would be at- theSmall Pox Hospital and Streckerand structural assessments, esti-
about a year. The Corps then pronary findings. tached to the bulkhead and suppottaboratory. The report recommendsnated at $280,000, are included in
ceeded to a more detailed Phase Il On the West shore, the report 4-foot-high aluminum railing.  that field testing and documentanythe cost of the vinyl bulkhead.
study after consulting with RIOC says, “Failure of the concrete struc
in June 1998. The final report,tures becomes evident with som

turned over to RIOC on July 31,form of visible distress such as ESidentS on RIOC Board Have a TaSk Ahead

2001, combines the results of botltracking, leaching, spalling, wear, ; . . . .
phases and runs to well over 20@ettlement, deflection, etc.” The by Robert Laux-Bachand We can breathe a little easier knowing there is no

pages, with six appendixes of maps\Northernmost concrete seawalls Island residents serving on the RIOC Board coulthmediate danger for residents on the Island, but the
photos’ and other data. (Trivia buﬁgl’appear to be in the poorest condiP!ay @ key role in determining how the recommendaepair work should be done promptly,” Maloney said.
may find some interesting facts intion,” the report says. Railings andions in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers seawdllf it's delayed as the study was, costs will certainly
these pages. For example, in thistanchions need to be repaired, arsfudy are carried out.. go up and the seawall will deteriorate even more.”
part of the East River tidal strait,continuous riprap provided “to re- Board member Patrick Stewart, who heads RIOC&he urg,ed RIOC to move forward with repair work.
the West channel depth is 35 feetluce the scouring effects of curOperations Committee, said it would meet to considerRIOC’s professional staff, while not disagreeing
and the maximum current flow isrents and waves.” the Corps’ findings and then go to the full board twith Maloney’s assessment, called attention to the
eight feet per second. Can you take On the East shore, the repor ashion a resolution advising RIOC how to proceethrger perspective in her own district. The condition
a train to Southpoint? Yes, but onlysays, wall joints and timber bulk- Stewart said the committee would have to set prioof Roosevelt Island’s seawall, for example, is prob-
in an emergency. An exit for theheads need repair, riprap should bi€S: proceeding from the points that the Corps idenéibly better than the walls along the Manhattan side of
53rd Street subway line is not faradded, and deteriérated pilings relied as the most dangerous locations on the seawate East River, where “big chunks” of the FDR Drive
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; i David Kraut, Susan Whitaker and Kevin Fullingtonwere visibly missing at low tide even as Corps inspec-
Igm;hgr?érrggl:ﬁrVh(llﬁi@r?r\;\?éls_apbac;_mpr\r/](szorth shore is most exposedhe other RIOC appointees from the Island, are alsars studied the shores of the Island, according to
tially restored by the MTA to houseto the elements — it was inundate®n the Operations Committee. RIOC engineer Vincent Kopicki. As he and the Corps

electrical equipment.) in the “175-year” storm of Decem- Stewart was asked whether the report presented @mgineers were looking at the Island’s shores, he said,
The report, heavily laced with ber 1992, when the storm surg ompliance issues —whether the Corps was laying 6We're saying, ‘We’re looking at the wrong one.”
flood-control jargon, says that thereached 12.8 feet NGVD (National ederal requirements for RIOC action. He said thatThere is a matter of aesthetics, too, Kopicki said.
shoreline structures at the NorthGeodetic Vertical Datum), about gdid not appear to be the case, although the loss“Niobody designs for a 175-year flood. You would
end of thésland are sufficient to pre- feet higher than the top Of’ the tidaSteam to the hospitals in the winter would be the wotsave walls up — it would be like the Great Wall of
vent an adverse impact to “importantange. The wall at the end of thé®0SSiPility. o . China around the Island. And instead of having a water
public infrastructure,” such as roads]sland was rebuilt after a barge. Then you haye patients in the hospitals \{yho are freezeV\{, which everybody I|ke1s, you have a wall view.
from a storm that could be expectedtruck it, but the Corps says thé"%: to me, that's the worst-case scenario,” he said. You'd be protected, but you'd be looking at concrete.
to occur once in 150 years. riprap thére 100. is insufficient. Kraut said that Dr. Jerome Blue, RIOC’s former Kraut takes a more conservative angle. “The major
“As a result, it does not appear Vincent Kbpicl’d RIOC's direc- President, originally commissioned the Corps to studygnificance is it holds the Island together, and I'm
that there would be sufficient stormtor of engineerin’g said that the@nly the need for a seawall around Southpoint, “ambt so sanguine as some people” about the condition
' when | heard of this, | said no, we have a lot of seafthe seawall, he said. “I've been in wave hurricanes

damage reduction benefits to jusfindings, in general, should not be . . ’ . ' :
tify federal participation in a tradi- a cause for panic. “I've heard — jwall issues around this Island. in my life a couple of times and they scared the hell

: ; ; ) ; i Kraut said he wanted the Corps to “look at it all,but of me.”

Rﬁ: ﬁlo?ttf:c(—):‘rrﬁ glr](()jtg;: I'hoen|s'[f;ﬂ§(5ttﬁ$§2tt_k?ﬁ;v g:gzvg?gyfgmﬁ; Igptgﬁand his viewpoint prevailed. “So I'm just damned Kraut said he had been in two Force-4 hurricanes,

report says ' Now, according to this, and thesddleased that the report, A) has finally come out, armdl other parts of the country. He alluded also to the
As for the'SOUthern end of the Isguys' are supposedly fhe expert ) that it covers the whole Island, inch by inch, angdower of Winter nor’easters, such as the 1992 storm

land, the report notes that “future deyes, it needs some preventativé'0t just Southpoint.” e that buried Lighthouse Point. “Once in a while, the
velopments may not be used to ecanaintenance, but | don't think that In studying the report, Kraut said, , I don’t see anystatistically impossible things do happen,” he said,
nomically justify a Federal project.” the seawalls are falling apart or thathing which to my untrained layman’s eye would falaying he considered that his stewardship on the board,

“A Federal project may not bewe're in a disastrous state heredpart, but I sense weaknesses throughout the systeimthis respect, at least, extends to the year 2068, until
justified based upon developmenthe important thing is, we're OK, He said the section that “scared me the most” is ttiee State’s Roosevelt Island lease with the City ex-
for which it would potentially pro- we need to do some work but we'ré>leam tunnel between Motorgate and the Coler Haaifes. _
vide impetus,” the report continuesnot sinking.” In reviewing the re- pital campus on the East side of the Is_Iz,ind. The whole'l want the“ seawall to be made sound_ang firm,
“However, if development and port, he said, “I don't think there’s seawall gets lower, it gets cracked, it's crumbling, Kraut said. “How we get the money for it, I'm not
plans are already committed in theany seawalls that have to be torfiooks really bad,” he said. sure.” He noted that RIOC has a capital reserve fund
future without project condition, down or replaced.” Elected officials and members of the RIOC staffor emergency repairs, but that, for ongoing mainte-
then such benefits could possibly Kopicki said the RIOC mainte- and other agencies, are just beginning to study thance, “we, RIOC, have to go out and get busy and go
be employed in evaluating federahance crew already handles minoforps’ report, which has been in gestation for aboatter whatever funding is available, to demand our
interest.” repairs that it finds itself or which 10U Years —a period that some officials contend wabare.” _ _

If RIOC has little reason to ex- are reported by residents: “We caf® [ong. Stewart noted that the seawall project now is a State
pect immediate Federal help withdo the railings, we can do the grat- U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney, a Democrat whose 14tasponsibility but that it would be desirable to enlist
those parts of the shoreline, itings, we can do the stanchions, b istrict includes Roosevelt Island, issued a press ttee City Health and Hospitals Corporation and the City
could, however, take advantage ofou’re talking major stuff — we '€aS€ this month saying that her staff had repeatediyministration itself. “The more people involved from
a program under the Flood Controkan’t do that.” contacted the Corps to “push for action” in comple& financial point of view, the better off you are,” he

Act for repairs to the steam tunnel, Another section of the reportNd the report. said.
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More Tram Letters

To the RIOC Board: To the RIOC Board: To the RIOC Board of Directors: To the RIOC Board:

I am a 40-year-old quadriplegic The idea of suspending the ser- At your July 12 meeting you raised the perennial question of TramAs a 25-year resident, | am both
and am wheelchair bound. Thevice of the Roosevelt Island Tramoperating deficits and their solutions. Again, as other RIOC adminisig&smayed and confused about the
cutback to the hours of theduring the late-evening hours is notions have done, you put on the table the simplistic solution of cuttigcision to reduce the Tramway
Roosevelt Island Tramway is un-a good one. service to save money. This was an untenable idea four years ago uisigrs — dismayed because the
fair to the residents here and espe- The Island has, as you know, ahe Jerome Blue administation, and it remains so today. safety of our citizens is affected
cially to those of us who are dis-large senior and disabled popula- At that meeting, you requested input from this community regardifigring late hours on the subway.
abled, since the subways are reallfion. The Tram is also the mode othe impact of cutting the third Tram shift and eliminating Tramway sethe Tram has always been the saf-
not accessible. Women and the disshoice for many of personnel work-vice after 10:00 p.m. We assume that request was genuine, althougle#tigip in New York City and you
abled will be put at greater risk ofing in New York hospitals and for community is on record again and again as to our universal and unwguld be closing it down at the
being victims of crime having to evening employees at the Unitedrering opposition to any curtailing of Tram hours. We, the Roosevglirst time of the night.
wait long periods of time for busesNations. We should not deny thesgsland community, have endeavored in the time allotted to us, to respomly confusion lies as to why you
or on subway platforms. The dis-good people a safe, reliable ando this request to the best of our ability. You have received countlessgrtemplate this now when
abled will be greatly inconve- affordable means of getting aroundnails and letters from every stratum of Island society, including hous@@uthtown is ready to be built and

nienced to have to take buses ttate at night. residents, Coler and Goldwater Hospital residents and workers, gad will have many more riders
Queens Plaza (an unsafe area at Amb. Phillip V. Sanchez commerical tenants. You have received uncompromising letters fri@fthin the next six months or so.
night), and wait again to catch an- our elected officials as well, including Congressmember Caroljn as contemplated, the initial
other bus back to Roosevelt IslandTo RIOC: Maloney, Assemblymember Pete Grannis and Councilmember Giffgtdidings will be for the use of hos-

There are those who will no longer - As a resident of Manhattan ParkMiller. | expect you are also aware that the Town Meeting called by {igal staff, you are taking the most
be able to go and enjoy an eveningwas deeply disturbed to find outResidents Association to address this potential crisis was standing-rggAvenent mode of travel away
in Manhattan because of these feathat service cuts for the Tramwayonly, and that not one voice was raised in favor of your proposal. from them. As you may or may
and unreasonable inconveniencesvere being considered. Frankly, Atthat Town Meeting we determined to supplement your request fiet be aware, shifts at hospitals
Therefore | am asking you to dowe don’t get enough services frometters with a petition drive in order to hear from those uncomfortalgually include a 3:00 p.m. to
whatever you can to keep the thircRIOC. There have been manywith letter-writing or with the English language and to hear from every:00 p.m. shift and an 11:00
shift of the Roosevelt Island Tram-times that | wished the red bus rarTram rider, friend of a Tram rider or neighbor of a Tram rider who op-m. to 7 a.m. shift. This new
way open and running. more frequently, so that | didn’t poses the potential cuts in service. The result is the document beiagic alone will go a long way
Thank you. have to walk with a four-year old presented to you today. The enclosed letters, comments and 2,973sigtleviate Tram money short-
David Tyack to the subway or Tram. And now,natures include the opinions of more than one out of every three gitjes.
you are proposing to cut servicezens—men, women and children—residing on Roosevelt Island, and replease reconsider this inane ac-
To the RIOC Board: from the residents of Roosevelt Istesent a massive answer to your question. tion and keep the Tram running as
Please do not eliminate the thirdand when you should be increas- For all the reasons mentioned in all the letters, all the e-mails andtallways has and hopefully always
shift on the Roosevelt Island Tram-ing the services to make it a morghe petition statements, we demand that the Tram shifts and hourgihe
way, especially at a time when theconvenient place to live. maintained on the present schedule. The Tram is essential to some of us, Clarice Rothenhaus
New York City subway system is | am frequently required to travelbut precious to all of usWe, all of us, are entitled to the same level of
going through a major overhaulto Manhattan’s East Side and theommuter service that is enjoyed by all New Yorkers as their right. Restagenhom It May Concern:
which will last for quite a few years. Tram is the only good option for to Roosevelt Island the subsidies necessary to provide that level of servigam writing in protest of RIOC's
On many occasions, at night or ovegetting there. If you cut Tram ser- You are a public-benefit corporation. We 8,300 Islanders are ypin to shut Tramway service at
the weekends, there has been a leices, you will be impacting me public. You must act on behalf of this constituency as the public sgi-00 p.m.
of confusion as to what train goefrom a convenience and economyvants you are. A lifetime resident of Roosevelt
to Roosevelt Island and what lastics standpoint. | cannot afford to If our voices have any power at all, your decision is clear. We will Rgand, | have been dependent on
minute changes in service haveaake a taxi to Manhattan nor can lpresent at the evening meeting of the RIOC Board on September 13TR@n service for 24 years. Not

been made, resulting in great deafford to waste twice the time itthe right thing. only is the Tram Roosevelt Island’s
lays for us to arrive home. As notwould take via the subway. Matthew M. Katz only reliable, safe connection to
all of us can afford to get a cab ride There is not a single resident that President, RIRA  Manhattan, it also represents the
over the Queensboro bridge, the have spoken with about this issue spirit of our Island. Closing the
Tram is the most reliable and civi-that is in favor of these cuts. So;To the RIOC Board: Tram early would mean crushing
lized way of reaching Roosevelt Is-let’s stop the nonsens&ay “no” I would like to congratulate and thank RIOC for accomplishing whgfe spirit of our community, and

land after hours, that is unless thosto Tramway service cuts! Sayno one else in my ten years on Roosevelt Island has been able to acconyigbing away hundreds of families
who make decisions about the‘yes” to additional RIOC ser- You have, in a single stroke, galvanized all the residents into a single, Who have made this place home.

Tram operations and schedule convices! fied voice in opposition to your boneheaded proposal to shut down the TRagBsevelt Island is a unique com-
sider us cattle that can be trans- Karri Lucas  at 10:00 p.m. Clearly, this was not a proposal you thought had any changg@lfity, one of New York’s only
ported to the final destination how- acceptance, and you were just trying to bring us together. Nice! successful experiments in mixed-
ever and whenever. To the RIOC Board: If this effort doesn’t yield the spectacular success it seems destinegi@dme living. It will, no doubt,

Thank you for your attention to There are aspects of the currenin uniting us, | would suggest you next try offering to reduce the alreasdydestroyed if Tram service is cut
this matter. dispute concerning the Trammeager infrastructure and maintenance support you provide. Infrastpaek.

Rodica Mischiu  schedule that have been overture upkeep and street cleaning don’t produce revenue either, so yays, in fact, late-night Tram ser-
looked. The newspaper article acwould be on solid, logical ground here also. The residents would reaé that keeps our residents happy.

To the RIOC Board: knowledges that the operating defiso emotionally, it vwuld be months before they realized that nobody |igite-nights, many Islanders feel
We are writing this letter in ref- cit is being paid for from the rent- stupid enough to propose this sort of thing seriously. By then, you will hgvafe riding the subway. Further-
erence to the proposed reduction iers in Manhattan Park. As one olunited us in our disgust for the petty politics of George Pataki and his crawgre, the elderly and handicapped
Tram service. We have been livthose renters, | signed a lease with So, thanks, Mr. Ryan and company. And, especially, to our residgit dependent on the Tramway, and
ing on the Island for five years andcertain representations being madboard members, David Kraut and Patrick Stewart. Behind closed dogfgitting the Tram at 10:00 p.m.
been using the Tram exclusively forto me concerning accessibility tothey must have really stuck up for us in ways we've never seen. Othgjuld, essentially, be giving these
transportation. We are opposed t®lanhattan, primarily by use of thewise, this great act of political genius would never have taken shapgedidents a curfew. Finally, | must
the reduction for the following rea- Tram. If you are going to depreci-took insight and the savvy of being a long-time Island resident to cofage that the idea of cutting back

sons. ate the value of that lease by subup with such a brilliant plan. You are a great bunch of caring, decriie-night Tram service is ludi-
The late hours are the most danstantially reducing that service, arehumanitarians, and | for one appreciate it. Thanks! crous, given the abominable sub-
gerous on the subway. The platyou going to heal the breach by re- David Stone way service to Roosevelt Island.
forms are deserted and unpatrolediucing my rent accordingly? Ob- With all the construction over the
This poses a specific problem fowviously the accessibility and theTo RIOC: ast year and a half, our service has
residents returning form the Cityconditions of that accessibility to | have worked on Roosevelt Island more than ten years. Though Eﬁl@nged uncountable times, often

late in the evening, including Manhattan are a critical element imot reside here, | frequently have to take that Tram (although | have yg diring residents to take a differ-
nurses, MDs, and others workingdetermining the value of my apartthe subway, of course). My thoughts on the present “problem” are @&train, on a different track, when
the late shift. ment. unique but I should like to express them anyway. they leave for work in the morning
The elevators and escalators are There are only two ways thatwe « I'd be strongly opposed to the 10:00 p.m. cutback of services. waﬁwhen they come home in the
often out of service. This causesre going to stop these small-towMy reasons are similar to those of Ethel Romm, who writ€sérWIREher evening. Sometimes, shuttle ser-
hardship and possible injury forupstate politicians from screwingwell-established and well-stated reasons for not wanting this critical glige only comes every 20 minutes,
seniors, the handicapped, and thosg¢s over. One is to take them tdack! and it is often a guessing game to
with luggage and carriages. court for breach of contractand the « For years, many of us have argued that lack of the MetroCard orfifi@the right train. A native New
We pose one question to you reether is to let them know that theyTram is both strange and painfully short-sighted. The debt could preBrker, | have gotten lost and dead-
garding the hospitals that have conwill never get another Republicanably be worked down in a short time if the MetroCard were made agtided more than once trying to find
tracted to build in Southtown. vote again from any resident ofable option here. | recall how one gentleman said to me in 1999, “f§ way home. The MTA workers
Have they been informed of theRoosevelt Island. Itis bad enouglState! State run! Weon't have the MetroCard connection. Period!knew less than I did, and provided
impact thisproposed reduction in that they are cheating every childVho was he? A member of the Tramway staff, of course. That ridigd-help. Unlike other New York-
safe and convenient transportawho goes to school on this Islandous, rank-smelling answer is a bureaucrat’s answer, the response of sepge-Roosevelt Islanders cannot
tion will have on their employees out of their fair share of State fundsone who wants to hold on to his monopoly but doesn'’t care about ofglke just any train to a nearby sta-
and the future residents of the Isas they are diverted to upstate paary people.The time has come for all that to en@let the MetroCard tion and walk the rest of the way.
land? litical supporters... now they areconnected with the Tram, as it is with almost all ofhéslic services in  The subway being absolutely un-
Do you really believe that moneycheating us out of services we payhe City. Why is it so vastly difficult for Pataki and others to see thisgJiable, late-night Tramway ser-
issues should take priority over thefor with our rent. We will have to  « The handicapped and some seniors wimaldedsuffer by any 10:00 yijce is especially crucial for all
safety and welfare of our citizensettle with what we allow thesep.m. stoppage, but so wouwddot of other personsSome late-shift nursesresidents.
If funds were properly appropri- clowns to do to us. It's time weat both of the hospitals use the Tram. | have had occasion on weekepghase listen to the concerns of
ated, this could be remedied. Allstopped them. Just think of rushnights to use it when | had to stay overnight at the South Campus residents, and do not destroy
City transportation is subsidized.ing through your meal in order to(Goldwater). | feel a big mistake would be made in forcing us to use ghg community’s lifeline. The

Why isn’t the Tram? leave the restaurant in time to catcbften-changeable, tricky subway trains which are, in a sense, less gifising of the Tram and the sub-

We strongly urge you to recon-the Tram, or returning from theaterable than the beautiful, safe, smooth Tramway. sequent deterioration of our Is-

sider this proposal to delete thevia subway (when it is running) — You have heard from us. Isn’tit time to giveasitivg andpractical |and would be tragic not only for

third shift. and who knows where the Q trairanswer? our residents, but for the City and
Elizabeth Berg, R.N. is from day to day? Father Peter Murray  State as well.

Elaine M. Kane, R.N. Irwin Sayer Chaplain, Coler-Goldwater Gabrielle Parnes
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CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Pre-School Classes
to Confirmation Classes
every Wednesday

Early-Bird Registration

Sundays after 8:15 & 11:15 Mass
$30 - before Labor Day (September 3)
$35 - after September 3

—

W, S7 Frances Cabrini Parish

More Tram Letters

To Governor George Pataki: (Americans with Disabilities Act), is not a money-making businessTo the RIOC Board: tain this mode of transportation and

Do you really want RIOC to Title Ill, to contend with. Wheel- The MTA has subsidies. Itis not The following are some facts, ar-extend it to 24-hour service.
close the Tram'’s third shift andchair-mobile residents, if they can“self-sufficient,” nor is the City in guments and suggestions for your 9. Like any other public transpor-
give our most vulnerable residentget to a subway platform, iffwhenwhich it's located. The State andconsideration: tation in NYC, some hours are
a curfew? Furthermore, you andelevators are running, cannot geFederal government (supported by The most just and fair solutionbusier than others. Cutting down
your appointees need to considetheir wheelchairs onto the subwayour taxes) are always present offor covering Tramway losses is athe services appears to be an un-
that, if the subway should fail thosecars. The lip of the door is not levelsome level of support or other. Saffiare increase. fair and unjust solution.
of us who do use it, we hav® with the platform and, therefore, itFrancisco, Los Angeles, Denver, 1.l aresidentofthe Island —like Suggestions for eliminating the
other way homewhen coming is difficult to impossible to lift a Seattle, Washington D.C., and Bosdozens of other residents — ride theeficit:
from work, theater, or just visiting chair (especially motorized) ontoton all have mass transit that reTramway back to the Island (on a 1. Increase the fare. It appears that
with friends! This RIOC has alsothe floor of the subway car. My ceives government aid. Mass trandaily basis) during the period 10:30an increase of a dime should do it.
conveniently neglected to remem-husband and | once tried to help it has never been a profitable venp.m. to midnight. 2. Additional source of revenue:
ber or is just plain ignorant of thewheelchair rider into a subway carture, it is a public service provided 2. |, a taxpayershould be pro- Charge a higher fare for the tour-
fact that the subway for us has beeand very nearly re-herniated discgor with taxes we pay. Further-vided with the services equal to allists, the non-residents.
under constant scheduling changeis our backs trying to lift the chair more, those cities, like New York, other residents of the Island, of New Thank you for your attention.
for the last three years on almoswith the weight of the rider and thethat do not close down altogether)York City, of New York State, etc. Nurit Kalderon
every weekend and during thebattery. The doors kept closing orkeep their mass-transit systems run- 3. If cutting service is the solu-
week, and we’re not sure if we'reus during our efforts. Forget thisning, if only on a “skeleton” ser- tion: The RIOC Board should pro-
due for another three years. issue when the elevators are notice level. Are you (and your vide the “late” residents, WhoseAnswerS

Robert Ryan lives in Manhattaneven working. | have personallyBoard) even aware that our Trandaily lives extend beyond 10:00 from page 1
and apparently knows nothingwitnessed someone in a wheelchamctually does shut down at 2:00p0.m. and who use the Tramway afcouple  hundred” e-mails
about our transportation meansholding on to both sides of the esa.m. (weekends at 3:30 a.m.)?  ter 10:00, with a sound, lawful ex-(Tramway@RIOC.com) on the sub-
and has proven it out loud, in pub-calator while balancing the chair on Ryan contends that he needs tplanation as to why we should bdect, according to Antonek’s Au-
lic. Contrary to Rob Ryan’s faulty a step. This is a majalanger to shut the Tram to balance the buddiscriminated against and deprivedyust 17 statement. Many of the e-
belief and public statement to athe disabled person and to otherget when, in fact, anyone who’sof services given to the “early” resi-mails and letters have been sent to
New York Daily Neweeporter, we riding below them. The imagelooked at the last published finan-dents. The WIRE as well, and many ap-
do not all have the option of takingalone should bother you. Thankcial report can clearly see a surplus Incidentally, was the ridership pear in this issue (with more on
an automobile to get on and off thigoodness we've no bad news tdalbeit small), and thus this threatsurvey conducted in January? InWebsite NYC10044 at
Island on a regular, daily basis.report from this kind of transit. ened shutdown of our third shiftthe summer-fall time the Tramwaywww.nyc10044.com).
Further on in his statement to theyet. from 10:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. is ais crowded with commuters way The RIOC Board will next have
reporter last week, he claimed that The Tram third shift shut-down ploy to try to divide and destroy thisbeyond midnight. an opportunity to consider the pos-
we have a bus as an alternate form what a monumentallgadidea. community and use the “extra” 4. Roosevelt Island is not a detensibility of a service cut at its Sep-
of transportation. Mr. Ryan leftout This particular question shouldmoney for what? tion center and/or correctional facil-tember 13 meeting, scheduled to be
a crucial bit of information, and thenever have seen the light of day. No other city is required to run ity subject to a 10:00 p.m.-6:00 a.mheld in the Chapel of the Good
reporter did not see fit to do a facWe have learned that unless medias a self-sufficient entity. Gover-curfewimposed by New York State. Shepherd in the evening. (The pub-
check, on the Q102 bus. The Q102re present, RIOC knows no shameor, why are you holding Roosevelt 5. Roosevelt Island is not a wel-lic session starts at about 6:00 p.m.,
actually takes riders to and fromThese public servants (we do paysland to a standard not required fofare colony maintained by the goodafter a closed executive session.)
Queens, 180 degrees away frontheir salaries with our rents, notall other cities? Why won't you re- will of the RIOC of New York  Historically, proposed Tramway
Manhattan. This bus is not andeven our tax dollars make it backstore our capital and operating subState. cuts have galvanized and unified
never has been an alternate form ab us) continue to prove their igno-sidies so that we can function like 6. The residents of Roosevelt Isthe Roosevelt Island community. A
transportation for residents, most ofance and lack of concern for all ofother small towns, at least until oudand are lawful New York State standing-room-only crowd filled
whom travel between this Islandus and, worse for our most vulner-Southtown development has beetaxpayers and should be treated ache Chapel August 1. In February
and Manhattan Island for work,able citizens, at their every turn.completed, as is required accordeordingly. of 1998, residents also jammed the
school, shopping and entertain\We thought Jerry Blue was prettying to our General Development 7. The Tramway is the only Chapel when RIOC President Dr.
ment. | might point out that your horrendous. But Mr. Ryan hasPlan (a part of the Lease betweenuick, safe, and civilized mode ofJerome Blue laid off Tramway staff
prior administrator, Jerry Blue, alsoproven to be Blue’'s equal. Forthe City and New York State)?  transportation available to the resifollowing an accident in which a
had trouble with these concepts. sure. Sherie Helstien dents of the Island. construction crane collided with a

Your appointees also have ADA Let me remind you that the MTA Member RIRA Council 8. Itis the duty of RIOC to main- Tram cabin and damaged it.
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Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:

Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc. TWIN'is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)

All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
7 [— . E 24-hour service, 365 days a year
| | et W |2 s Service to and from anywhere — Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION

Hourly rate available
Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 21 years
501 Main Street « (212) 752-8722

o A Gift Subscription for a Former Islander?

N
S L.
C\\Q% The SUb Way About subscriptions: The Main Street WIRE, which is delivered free to every residential

door on Roosevelt Island, does not normally solicit off-Island subscriptions but, as a courtesy, provides

first-class mailing on day of publication. The cost is $50/year (for about 20-24 issues, published

fortnightly September-May, and less often June-August) to cover postage and materials. A check
Mon - Fri dav & eve S payable to The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address, to The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413,
y = NYC10044. Most of each edition also appears, with many archived back issues, on Website NYC10044
5am - 10pm 6AV to/from = at www.nyc10044.com.
(exc Labor Day 9/3) Bwy/Laf §
g
. T >
F Weeken
10pm - 5am _ g g
to 9/4 via 6Av g 5
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@ between Roosevelt Ave. and West 4th St.
@ between Roosevelt Ave. and 47-50th Sts.
@ between 36th St. and 57th St.-7 Avenue.

Classified

Only 50¢/word
751-8214 August 24 to 27
Deadline for Sept. 8 issue: Aug. 30 10 PM Fri. to 5 AM Mon.
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED and
REFLEXOLOGIST - Island resident Diana Brill. Gift certificates
available. (212) 759-9042. August 31 to September 4

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing
Home Matters, Estate Planning, and Living Wills. Free Home
Consultation. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue,
New York, NY. (212) 754-9117.

DAISY DOODLE CHILDREN’'S ENTERTAINMENT Magic,
characters, dance, facepainting, balloons. Professional. (212)
501-4828.

I'M ABABY SITTER looking for a child to care for from Monday
to Friday in afternoons. Call (212) 888-0413.

WANTED: COMPANION to visit elderly patient with cerebral
palsy at Coler-Goldwater 2-3 times a week. Please contact
Zena Evans at (212) 595-7575.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212)
935-7510. Beeper 1-917-483-1020.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing
registration for dance and theater classes. (212) 371-4449.
Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly accepted.

START YOUR OWN HOME-BASED BUSINESS . Herbal and
Skin Care Products. Call 1-917-705-4606.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER — Excellent references.
estimate. (212) 751-8214.

BABYSITTING/HOUSECLEANING by caring, responsible,
reliable lady. Please call at 1-718-278-7831.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE - Dolores
Green. (212) 223-4077.

VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, send you your mail, etc. (212) 751-8214.

Free

10PM Fri. to 5 AM Tue.

* E trains will stop at F stations between 47-50 Sts. and West 4 St.

* There will be no Sixth Ave. S Shuttle service during this time.

Because of on-going track work, all trains will run through the 63rd St. Tunnel.

Therefore:

)

* The Queens Plaza, 23 St.-Ely Ave., Lexington Ave.-53 St., and Fifth Ave.-

53 St. stations will be closed.

* A shuttle bus will connect the Queens Plaza, 23 St.-Ely Ave., and 21 St.-

Queensbridge stations.

* There will be no transfers between the E, F, and G at 23 St.-Ely Ave. or the

6 at Lexington Ave.-51 St. stations.

* There will be no transfers between the R and the 4, 5, 6 at Lexington Ave.-

59 St. station. ‘

* For more information, pick up a take-one at your station or call (718) 330-1234.

m New York City Transit Going your way

www.mta.nyc.ny.us

©2001 Metropolitan lransportation Authority

1his work is part of M'TA New York City Transits ongoing effort to upgrace and maintain
the subway system. We regrer any inconvenience you may experience.
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A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEATURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away
NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of $25 or more
Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person
Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.
Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 « Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

E I evator from page 1

It was getting uncomfortably hot. Somenowledgeable demeanor reassured us that

Give your apartment a lift
people fanned themselves with scraps afe would be in good hands as we made
paper. The man at the door pressed a budr way out. It was now 8:15 p.m.

HOME ton and he heard an alarm bell ring. He Juanita Fleming volunteered to leave

then called the token clerk and asked, “Cafiirst and we helped her as she slowly

I I OPPI D IG R‘ ] I C you call 911?" The reply came clearlyreached out, rung after rung up the flex-
“OK, I'll do that.” The man slid the door ible ladder. When my turn came, | real-

open, but all we could see was a dark welized how dark the shaft was. Fortunately,

Let me (10 your leg'worlz Much to our regret, there was no fresh athe man waiting for me on top of the car

! coming in. carried a flashlight and | dimly made out

B CZ . d o Although we were impatient to get outanother ladder propped against the wall. |
u get Omente there was no panic, no complaining, andrasped a pair of greasy cables on each side

. . not much conversation. Only dull pafor support as | climbed up, and with a
T1me-savmg X (o tience. At 7:45 p.m., we heard soundkelping hand from the two rescuers, lifted
g ; ! above us. Help had arrived! We didn'tmyself up and out of the opening onto the
,Curn,'fu,,e ) wonder where they came from and prefloor of the waiting room. One of the
] ; pared ourselves mentally for our rescugeople greeting me mentioned that a “se-
éjpéo/s'feﬂ/, S\//PCOVEW = O PR==N There was shuffling of boots above us alective tape” on the elevator had snapped.
. Py someone moved about trying to unscrew He ushered me through a door | had
M//paper é_' '@érlc . i =S e the escape panel. That took a very longever noticed before that led to a wash-
Carpef é—« Area /ng; N time — or so it seemed. Our eyes wermom. | was relieved to wash the grease
A// W . 7— iment \\ /] glued to the panel in the ceiling and finallfrom my hands. Then we made our way
indow  [reatments it was lifted away. past the token booth and waved our thanks
Lloor - Jerrace [iles . ' Then a voice warned, “Watch out beto the clerk for his help. As Belle and |
o low.” A chain link ladder was lowered left the subway building we were greeted
L/géf/ng slowly and a man announced that he wdsy a police officer who asked how we were
Carpentm coming down. Some of us reached out tieeling and whether we would need a lift
hold the sections of the rickety laddehome in his patrol car. We were so glad
/(/fc:éen /Qenovaé/on 11 firmly as he climbed down. We welcomedo breathe the refreshing cool air outside
Lhint e oo Fimishes c1l cV y him warmly. He described the route wehat we thanked him and said we would

Intorior D P would take to get out. One by one werefer to walk home. It was now 8:30 p.m.
Al Accessories g;;;}a;?;ae;r would ascend the link ladder until we stood In retrospect, we had the feeling that we

) on top of the cab; there we would be guidedad been through an unexpected plight, but
C/Ofef Des'/gﬂ 751 -821 4 by two other men to another ladder whiclthanks to the expert help of the subway crew,
led up to the open elevator door. Hisve were grateful to come out walking.
u o °
J aCk Resn |Ck M.D Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D,
] ]
. ) Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
Board-Certified 501 Main Street * Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505
Specialist in Adult Medicine . . .
(Internal Medicine) Don’t wait until the last minute -
Schedule your child’s
Health Plans school physical now.
Acce%fled
32- ;
Aetna/USHealthcare 2 2 1 Medicare Office Hours
Empire Blue Cross 83 - 3 O Now accepting Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
C%{G?EA Oxford Medicare Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Oxford Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.
. Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
501 Main Street b;, sr. Griml‘g or by her érncl)up,%pt%waneclliatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Roosevelt ISland’ N.Y. 10044 Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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