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State Comproller Carl McCall presented a ceremonial check representing a
deposit of $10 million in State funds to New York National Bank President Serafin
Mariel last week, as elected politicians joined in a grand opening ceremony.  Left
to right:  Mariel, State Senator Olga Mendez, McCall, Manhattan Borough
President C. Virginia Fields, and Member of Assembly Pete Grannis.

A Main Street Branch for
A “Main Street Bank”

“It’s not a Wall Street bank.  It’s a Main Street bank.  Now it has a
branch on Main Street.”

With that invocation, elected officials and the President of New York
National Bank started a grand opening ceremony last week outside the
institution’s branch at 619 Main Street.

The occasion was highlighted by presentation of a ceremonial check,
representing a deposit of $10 million of State funds, presented by State
Comptroller H. Carl McCall.  The deposit was made under a 1997 law
permitting the State to encourage banks to open branches in “unbanked”
or under-banked areas of the State.

In addition to McCall, other officials and guests speaking at the occa-
sion included State Senator Olga Mendez, Assemblymember Pete
Grannis, Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia Fields, RIOC Vice
President Robert Antonek, and R. W. Leftwich, Treasurer of Shell Oil.
Shell is making a $250,000 capital investment in NYNB, a $1 million
deposit, and participating in NYNB loans to minority and women-owned
businesses at a $7.5 million level.

NYNB President Serafin Mariel presided.

The developer planning apartments at the Octagon
has increased the size of the project and is requesting
an extension of site control next week at the Board
meeting of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation (RIOC).

The changes are expected to re-
quire amendment of the General
Development Plan (GDP), the mas-
ter plan for the Island appended to
the Lease under which the State is
responsible for development of the
Island, which is owned by the City
of New York.

The revised Octagon project
would be increased to nine stories
and 400 to 450 units, and would re-
place the originally-proposed “L”
shape with a “J” shape.  In a revi-
sion requested by some residents in
earlier meetings with the developer,
the building layout has been
changed to set off the restored Oc-
tagon Tower by means of 5-story-
tall connectors separating the tower from the new
buildings.

The project is now proposed as an 80/20 division –
20% of the units “affordable,” and 80% market rate.
The lower-rent units would be scattered throughout

by Anusha Shrivastava
The “town historian” of

Roosevelt Island is someone who
takes her job very seriously.  She
has books, photographs, docu-
ments, letters and newspaper ar-
ticles about the Island filed and
stacked on bookshelves in her bed-
room, copies of The WIRE arranged
chronologically in trunks in her

See RIRA Fund , page 11
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RIRA President Matthew Katz (center) and Fund-Raising Chair Vicki Feinmel
(right) received a $1,040 check from the Island’s Korean community Wednesday
night, presented by In Kyu Park (left).  RISA President Dolores Green (seated)
presented a $250 check from the Seniors Association.

RIRA Raises $7,500 for
Twin Towers Families

Residents have contributed some $7,500, to date, to a Residents Asso-
ciation (RIRA) effort to bring financial relief to Island families suffering
loss of family members in the September 11 terrorist attack on the World
Trade Center.  Another $1,000 is pledged, as well.

On Wednesday night at the RIRA Common Council meeting, the Ko-
rean community presented a check for over $1,000, and RISA contrib-
uted $250, to bring the total to the current figure.

The committee, chaired by Vicki Feinmel, is trying to complete a ros-
ter of Island residents who lost family members in the September 11
disaster.  Feinmel can be reached at (212) 223-1108, or by e-mail at
VickiFNY@aol.com.

See NYNB, page 9

Fry Counters
Vass Letter on
Disaster Plan

Public Safety Chief James Fry
sent a sharp retort last week to
former RIOC Board member Ron
Vass, responding to a Vass request
that the public be updated on di-
saster planning for Roosevelt Is-
land.  Vass followed up with an
additional letter and clarification.

“As a former RIOC Board Mem-
ber,” Fry wrote, “you should be
well aware that the City... is respon-
sible for police, fire, medical, and
any other emergency services re-
quired on Roosevelt Island in the
event of a disaster...  You should
also know that this Emergency Plan
is not and never has been intended
for public dissemination.  Its purpose
is to have a clearly-defined set of pro-
cedures for the trained professionals
who will be handling the emergency.
In the event of an emergency, the
Roosevelt Island community would
receive instructions from the emer-
gency personnel on the scene.”

Vass, in his letter to Ryan (The
WIRE, September 22) had written:
“Since your tenure in office (as well

See Fry , page 10

Islanders

Historical Society Marks 25th Year as
Judy Berdy Keeps On Looking Back

storage room, and maps of the Is-
land framed in her living room.

It is no wonder that Judith Berdy,
53 – all five feet, three inches of
her – is quoted in every book,
master’s project and doctoral dis-
sertation written about the Island in
the past two decades.  She is happy
to be treated as a resource, but says
she would appreciate it if people
give her a copy of what they write
after she gives them a tour of the
Island and all the background in-
formation.  “They promise me the
world before the interview and then
they disappear,” says Berdy.  “I just
want to see how it came out.”

Apart from students, Berdy is
contacted by people who want to
tour the Island and learn about its
history.  “Most of the time, they are
people who live on the Upper East
side and have been curious about
the Island for the past twenty years
or so,” says Berdy.

Last summer, Berdy received a
call that puzzled her.  It was from
Linda Fairstein, who works for the
Manhattan District Attorney’s sex
crimes unit. “I could not understand
what anyone from the sex crimes
unit wanted with me,” says Berdy.
“I was relieved to find Linda
Fairstein is a novelist and wanted
to base her new murder mystery on
Roosevelt Island.” Fairstein’s
book, The Deadhouse, due out later
this month, is set partially on
Blackwell’s Island. The book’s
cover features the Renwick ruins
located at the South end of the Is-
land.

Constantly updating information
about the Island’s history, the lat-
est Berdy has discovered is that the
Blackwell family, which owned the

Island in the 18th Century, was one
of the first families in America to
experiment with grafting on apple
trees that grew on the Island.
“There are holes in the Island’s his-

tory and my job as the president of
the Roosevelt Island Historical
Society is to fill them,” says Berdy.

For the Society, which has nearly
a hundred members, Berdy’s dream
is to have a permanent home.
“People suggest Blackwell House
and want me to try to convert it into
a museum but that is not practical.
First, it was not designed to be a
research facility. Second, it is not
large enough.  Also, we need a
fresh, well-lit space that is not
makeshift,” says Berdy. Ideally, she
thinks, a new office-cum-museum
space in a restored Octagon build-
ing might be used.

Even though she never went to
college, Berdy says she was always
interested in history.  “I was the
world’s worst math student but I
loved history.  I wanted to educate

See Berdy , page 8

Photo:  Margery Rubin

the buildings.  The 400-plus units are to be divided
into studios, 20%; single bedrooms, 50%; two bed-
rooms, 15%; three bedrooms, 15%; with sizes from

500 to 1200 square feet.
Bruce Becker, president of the firm that bears his

name, said that the addition of 60 or more three-bed-
room units is a response to community concerns about

See Octagon , page 8

Revised Octagon Apartments
Are Now Larger, With Parking
Planned Under Tennis Courts
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Letters deadline for
October 20 issue:

Sunday, October 14

The Editorial Page

Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor,
to the community, and to/from officials.
Publication on a Name Withheld basis will
be considered, but the writer’s name, ad-
dress, and phone number must be pro-
vided for verification and for our records.
Preferred methods of submission:  PC-
standard 3.5-inch floppy disk left at 531
Main Street for The WIRE, or by e-mail to
Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (ASCII text
preferred or use any wordprocessing soft-
ware, but no MSWord files with macros).
Alternatives:  Typed, double-spaced copy
left at 531 Main Street or faxed to (212)
755-2540.  Clearly handwritten letters will
be considered if brief, but we cannot take
telephone dictation of letters.  All letters
are subject to acceptance and to edit-
ing for length and clarity.  We recom-
mend observing a maximum length of 300
words, but will consider longer letters if
their content merits the required space.

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
To Ronald Vass:

This letter is in response to your
letter to RIOC President Robert
Ryan, dated September 17, 2001,
expressing your concern of a “Di-
saster Plan.”  As a former RIOC
Board Member, you should be well
aware that the City of New York is
responsible for police, fire, medi-
cal, and any other emergency ser-
vices required on Roosevelt Island
in the event of a disaster.

Emergency plans for Roosevelt
Island have been developed by the
NYC Police Department, Patrol
Borough Queens North and the
NYC Fire Department.  The duties
and responsibilities of the RIOC
Public Safety Department are an in-
tegral part of that plan.

You should also know that this
Emergency Plan is not and never
has been intended for public dis-
semination.  Its purpose is to have
a clearly defined set of procedures
for the trained professionals who
will be handling the emergency.  In
the event of an emergency the
Roosevelt Island community
would receive instructions from
the emergency personnel on the
scene.

In times such as this, it is im-
portant for perceived community
leaders to support the structures
and agencies in place, so as to
build confidence, rather than cre-
ate fear without merit by misrep-
resentation.  Especially when such
deeds undermine people’s confi-
dence in a system already under
attack.

With this in mind, it is gratify-
ing to note that other community
leaders helped calm the
community’s fears.  Some ex-
amples are the vigil held by the
chapel, the march to the fire house,
numerous comments of gratitude to
the emergency workers, the dem-
onstration of sympathy to those suf-
fering personal loss, and unbe-
knownst to many, the round the
clock efforts for almost two weeks
of RIOC staff members working at
Ground Zero, led by President
Ryan and Vice President Antonek.

Finally, the flags you see on
Main Street, provided by RIOC,
speak to the support of the com-
munity as a whole.

James Fry
Director of Public Safety

To the Editor:
What can be done to allow the

handicapped, elderly, parents with
children in strollers to have prior-
ity in using the elevators at the sub-
way?

I have observed the young, and
able-bodied pushing ahead of the
above-mentioned to get on the el-
evators, while those who need it
have to use the escalators, some-
times to discover that they are out
of order.

Incidentally, I also observed you
and a friend guilty of using the el-
evator.

Stuart Chenkin

To the Editor:
I’ve noticed that all of the flags

on the poles on our Island are hung
incorrectly – they are all back-
wards.  When displaying the flag,
its field of blue should always be
hung upper left whether vertically
or horizontally.

Please have them hung correctly.
Thank you.

Connie Gironda

An Open Letter
To Terrorists
You don’t know us.

You think we are weak because we live in a peaceful and contented land.
You think we are weak because we are from many nations with many tongues.
You think we are weak because we allow free exercise of all religions.
You think we are weak because women participate fully in our society.
You think we are weak because our churches tell us to love one another.

You don’t know us.

You think we are weak because we freely criticize our leaders and institutions.
You think we are weak because our courts protect the rights of the accused.
You think we are weak because we are slow to anger but quick to forgive.
You think we are weak because we give generously to raise up a defeated enemy.
You think we are weak because our leaders are not filled with hate.

You don’t know us.

You don’t understand that to attack us is to unite us.
You don’t understand the strength we derive from pride in our nation and its history.
You don’t understand the strength of many peoples and races living and working together.
You don’t understand that we are a loyal and steadfast friend but an implacable foe.

But soon you will understand.
You will witness our strength.
You will behold our righteous wrath.
And in that last moment of your life,
When we have loosed the fateful lightning from our terrible, swift sword –

Then you will know us.
James R. Baehler

So this is what they accomplished...
On pages 6 and 7 of this issue, photographs and written

memories tell us the real story of what the masters of terror-
ism can claim to have done on September 11.  This brings it
home to our Island and our extended family.

What they accomplished, and the way we
will remember them, is that they rippd the
father from a young family full of love and joy.

They killed a man who could escape neither
his wheelchair nor the building about to col-
lapse upon him.

They murdered a firefighter who faced
death trying to save life.

They reached out and took innocent and
productive and promising life from among us –
and from the rational, peaceloving world.

They made children of too tender an age
recall the horrors of Oklahoma City, and made
them shudder from a new horror much closer to
home.

We can comprehend this in terms of the
people we know far better than we can by

thinking of all those we did not know, but mourn nonetheless.
And what did terror accomplish on September 11?
Terror produced only the unity and resolve that is brought

forth by great pain.  By this resolve, we shall deny them any gain
from their act.

DL

The WIRE applauds the efforts
of Common Council members and
others who raised funds to lend
support to those close to our fallen
friends and neighbors.  On
Wednesday night, the Council
voted to create a memorial here
that will commemorate the lives of
those we have lost, and we look for-
ward to having this tangible evi-
dence of our communality in place.
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The
RIRA
Column

Monday
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen-

ing
Tuesday

10:00, Jazzercise
1:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well Exercise
10:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (beginner)
11:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (intermediate)
Thursday

10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
12:45, Arts & Crafts  (RIDA)
7:00, Dance Class

Friday
9:00, Citizenship
10:15, Yoga Stretch
10:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (beginner)

Senior Center

Compiled by WIRE staff – Fax information to 755-2540
e-mail ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com

or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com,
fax to 755-2540, or leave copy at the
desk at 531 Main Street, addressed
to The WIRE.  Provide a telephone
number for possible follow-up.

Matthew Katz
RIRA President

e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

11:00, English as 2nd Lan-
guage (intermediate)

11:00, Stay Well
7:30, Lotto

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Tue., Oct. 9, 7:00 p.m., General

Meeting
Wed., Oct. 10, 11:15, Health

Awareness Lecture (also Oct. 24
and 31)

Wed., Oct. 10 and Oct. 24, 12:30,
Oriental Calligraphy

Wed., Oct. 17, Atlantic City trip
Wed., Oct. 24, 9:30-11:30, Free

Flu Shots
Mon., Oct. 29, 10:00, Medical

lecture and blood pressure
screening

Home-delivered meals available: 744-5022, ext. 1203

Sat., Oct. 6, 10:00-11:30 a.m.,  Coping with Private School Admis-
sions, with Island resident Dr. Gina Lipton, Psychologist and former
Admissions Director; 536 Main Street (an Eastwood back building).
Four-week workshop with additional sessions October 13, 20, and 27.
Sponsored by Island Kids.  Fee, $200.  Information, (212) 754-2331.

Sat., Oct. 6, 1:00 p.m., Memorial Service for Edward Beyea, WTC
victim, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Mon., Oct. 8, 5:30 p.m., opening of art exhibition, A Tribute to He-
roes in Rivercross street window,
sponsored by Roosevelt Island Vi-
sual Art Association.  Display
through end of month.

Oct. 10-14, Island celebration of
New York History Festival Week
and Roosevelt Island Historical
Society’s 25th Anniversary.  See

separate events listing, this page.
Wed., Oct. 10 (and every Wednesday), 11:00 a.m., Picture Book

Hour , Library.
Wed., Oct. 10, 8:00 p.m., Michael Bloomberg, mayoral candidate,

in a public appearance.  Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Thur., Oct. 11, Run-Off Election for Democratic Party mayoral can-

didacy.  Polls open 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Thur., Oct. 11, 9:30 a.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel

of the Good Shepherd.  (Executive session normally starts at 9:30, fol-
lowed by open meeting, starting 10:30 or 11:00.)

Sat., Oct. 13, 10:00 a.m., Lighthouse Park Tree Walk conducted by
the Roosevelt Island Tree Board and Forester Bob Beilin.  Free.  Trans-
portation from the hardware store, loading at 9:45.

Sun., Oct. 14, 4:00 p.m., Broadway Magic, Pipe Organ Fund-Raiser,
jointly presented by the Church of the Good Shepherd and St. Frances
Cabrini Parish to support installation of the new organ in the Chapel of
the Good Shepherd, at Manhattan Park Theater Club, with the voices of
Daniel Rodriguez, Jorge Novoa, and Maryann Mootos, accompanied by
Victoria Ulanovskaya and Richard Paratley.  Admission $20; seniors &
disabled, $15.  Cash bar & refeshments.  Information:  751-1347 or
355-2574, or www.broadwaymagic.net.  Seating limited; advance ticket pur-
chase strongly recommended.

Sun., Oct. 14, 4:00 p.m., Memorial Service for Ruth Conn, at the
Brewer-Snyder residence, 29 West 95th Street (between Central Park
West and Columbus Avenue).

Tue., Oct. 16, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, The Poisonwood Bible by
Barbara Kingsolver, Library.  Advance registration required.

Sat., Oct. 20, afternoon/evening, Dinner to Honor Individuals Im-
portant in the History of the Roosevelt Island Youth Program, Man-
hattan Park Theater Club.

Sat., Oct. 20, next issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Ad-
vertising in the paper, Fri., Oct. 12; decision on stuffers for The Bag,
Mon., Oct. 15, with materials due Thur., Oct. 18.  Future issues:  Nov.
3, Nov. 17, Dec. 1, Dec. 15, then every two weeks starting early in Janu-
ary, 2002.  Phone/fax for news, 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for ad-
vertising inquiries, 751-8214/755-2540; to list your organization’s Is-
land events here (no charge), fax information to 755-2540, or e-mail
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Mon., Oct. 22, 8:00 p.m., Toastmasters Open House meeting.  For
information, call 795-0396.

Thur., Nov. 8, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., Nov. 20, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Kindred by Octavia But-
ler, Library.  Advance registration required.

Tue., Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Bodega Dreams by Ernesto
Quinonez, Library.  Advance registration required.

2002
Sat., Jan. 5, all day, Blood Drive, Senior Center, sponsored by RIRA,

the Icla da Silva Foundation, RISA, and the New York Blood Center.
Tue., Jan. 15, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Interpreter of Maladies

by Jhumpa Lahiri, Library.  Advance registration required.

RI Historical Society
Roster of Events for
City’s History Week

The Roosevelt Island Historical
Society has announced its final list-
ing of events for New York His-
tory Festival Week, October 10-14.
All events are free, but reservations
are recommended for those with
limited places, marked * below.

Photo Exhibition
Roosevelt Island Day and Night:

Submit your 8x10 color or b/w pho-
tos to be exhibited on the Island.
Maximum, three submissions per
person.  Leave entries at 555 Main
Street doorstation or at the Library.
Deadline is today (Sat., Oct. 6).

Student Art
Work by students at PS/IS 217

will be on view in the minibuses
and in Main Street store windows.

Photo Challenge
Throughout the week the Library

will display Island photos in its
windows.  Pick up an entry form
and identify the locations.  Prizes
to the top three entries.

TimeLine
Learn about the flow of Island

history on the Website NYC10044
TimeLine.  Click the TimeLine
logo at www.nyc10044.com.

Wed., Oct. 10
The East River–A Backward

Look  South Street Seaport Histo-
rian Jack Putnam will lecture about
the river that runs past the Island.
7:30 p.m., Westview Community
Room, 625 Main Street.

Sat., Oct. 13*
Walking Tour   Meet at the Is-

land-side Tram station for a fun 90-
minute walk through Island history
from the Tram to the north end.
1:00 p.m.

Sun., Oct. 14*
Ilya Bolotowsky Mural View-

ing and Lecture  The artist’s son,
Andrew Bolotowsky, will discuss
this beautiful 1939 art work,
recently restored at Goldwater Me-
morial Hospital.  Meet in Gold-
water lobby at 1:45 p.m.

*Reservations advised for these
events.  Call 688-4836 or e-mail
RooseveltIslandHistory@USA.com.

Tree Walk Set
Next Saturday

The Roosevelt Island Tree Board
is planning a Fall Tree Walk at
Lighthouse Park on Saturday morn-
ing, October 13.  It will be the first
Tree Walk there.

Because of the distance, the Boy
Scout van will pick up participants
at the hardware store starting at
9:45 a.m., leaving for the park at
10:00.  Return transportation will
be provided around noon.

The Tree Walk will be conducted
by Bob Beilin, Forester with the State
Department of Environmental Con-
servation.  Admission is free.

According to Maurice Bleifeld,
Tree Board Chair, previous semi-
annual Tree Walks have always
been scheduled within leisurely
walking distances, from Blackwell
House to as far north as Octagon
Park.  He said, “Lighthouse Park
was not considered because it could
be reached only after a rather long
walk, followed by up to two hours
of tree-walking.”  But, he said,
“We’ve always eyed the Light-
house Park area because of the rich
collection of major trees there, in-
cluding those of the nearby Coler
Hospital grounds.  On October 13,
we’ll see riverside weeping willows
and the only horse-chestnut tree on
the Island.”

He added, “This is a good chance
to become acquainted with more
than 20 species of trees growing on
the Island.”

Sales Are Brisk for
Organ-Fund Concert

Tickets are said to be going
quickly for next weekend’s concert
to raise funds for the Community
Pipe-Organ Fund.

The event, which is scheduled for
4:00 p.m. Sunday, October 14, at
Manhattan Park Theater Club, will
feature Police Officer Daniel
Rodriguez, star of Broadway
Magic.  Rodriguez sang the Na-
tional Anthem at Yankee Stadium
in the September 23 memorial ser-
vice, telecast as A Prayer for
America.

Tickets ($20, $15 for seniors and
physically challenged) for next
weekend’s concert on the Island are
available Saturday at the Farmer’s
Market from 10:00 to 1:00; at the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd af-
ter the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Satur-
days, and after the 8:15 and 11:15
a.m. Masses on Sundays; at the
Thrift Shop noon to 7:30 Monday
through Saturday; or by calling
751-1347.

Seating is limited, and advance
purchase of tickets is strongly rec-
ommended.

The Public Safety Blotter
for the last half of August
and most of September

is now available on
Website NYC10044 at
www.nyc10044.com

See Katz , page 10

Our leaders have instructed us to return to our real lives and try to
remove the horror from consuming our waking and sleeping thoughts.
Good advice, but not easy to do.  I’ll bring you up to date on our emer-
gency activities and then move on.

Roosevelt Islanders have come together as a community, mourned to-
gether, and responded to this tragedy together.  Groups and individuals
have inundated our Fire Depart-
ment neighbors with food and hard
goods.  Their response to us is fly-
ing over Main Street just north of
580 Main.  I like looking at that
banner!

Vicki Feinmel and her RIRA
fundraising committee have been
collecting money for a relief fund
over the last two weekends.  The
current total raised is $6,388.98 and
counting, and we thank everyone
who contributed, especially the Korean community, which presented us
with a check for $1,040, and the Senior Association for their generous
gift of $250.  The Common Council has asked the Fundraising Commit-
tee to allocate the funds appropriately among the families of the Island-
ers who were lost.  RIRA will make a contribution of $1,000 to the fund
and, in addition, will donate the cost of a commemorative plaque and
arrange for the planting of a memorial tree.  Thanks to all of you who sat
out in front of the Chapel and at the Farmer’s Market to solicit money
from passersby.

Last issue, I included the draft of
a resolution condemning any racist
behavior against our Muslim neigh-
bors.  Needless to say, the Common
Council passed the resolution by
acclamation.  I’ve tried to arrange
a blood drive during the days just
after September 11, but the demand
elsewhere for equipment and phle-
botomists was just too great.  How-
ever, I can report to you now that
RIRA, in conjunction with the Icla
da Silva Foundation, the New York
Blood Center and RISA (the Senior
Center), will request your partici-
pation in a blood drive scheduled
for all day Saturday, January 5,
2002 in the Senior Center.  The
Blood Center informs me that there
is a perennial need for blood at this
time of year and that the massive
caches of blood from the past three
weeks will have expired by then.

As you know, the question of cutting our Tram’s third shift has not
been decided.  The RIOC Board canceled its September meeting, and
the agenda posted for October 11 makes no mention of the Tram ques-
tion.  When I wrote of this in the September 8 issue, my fear was that
RIOC would cut service or simply choose to leave the issue dangling.
They will not permit our voices to be heard next Thursday morning, but
if you can attend the RIOC Board of Directors meeting, you should.

Our Community Board 8 has not been heard on the Tram question
since it was raised on July 12, but I’ve learned from Elizabeth McKee,

Library Has a Hit:
Summer Reading

Island children read over a thou-
sand books last summer in the
Library’s reading program.

Some 175 signed up early in the
summer.  Forty-two attended an Au-
gust celebration, and racked up a to-
tal of 1,052 books read.  They re-
ceived certificates, prizes, and snacks
– and enjoyed a storytelling session.

Volunteers Sought to
Serve Relief Workers

A Canal Street restaurant is look-
ing for volunteers to help serve the
round-the-clock shifts of relief
workers at the World Trade Cen-
ter disaster site.

Nino’s, at 431 Canal Street near
Varick, needs people to chop veg-
etables, assist cooks, wait tables,
and more.  In particular, they need
people willing to work the over-
night shift, midnight to 6:00 a.m.
But help is also needed on day and
evening shifts.

Volunteers are asked to call
Midge or Ava at (212) 431-5625
and provide a phone number and
available times.  Workers can show
up in casual clothes (jeans and t-
shirt are OK) and comfortable
shoes, but must bring a photo ID.
The restaurant is at a stop on the
#1 line, and a block from a stop on
the E train.
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122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702

Catholic
Religious
Education

Register now

Sunday, 11:15 a.m. Mass
or at office,

Tue., Wed., Thur. 11-12

Fee $35

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Have a happy and
healthy school year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere  – Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

See and sample:
• Lux 9000  – equipped with seven layers of true HEPA filtra-

tion, this system’s technology complies with what the Asthma
and Allergy Foundation recommends for eliminating airborne
irritants such as pet dander, dust mites, mold, mildew and
cockroach debris.

• Floor Pro  – a multi-function sys-
tem and pioneer of the dry circular
foam method of carpet and rug sham-
pooing that will extend the life of and
lustre of your carpet.  It has an incred-
ibly short drying time of only 1 to 2
hours and eliminates the problem of
mold and mildew build-up with our dry foam.  It can also pro-
vide a high quality shine to bare and waxed and non-waxed
floors, by simply changing brushes.

These are only two of our outstanding offerings; I would be
happy to show you our complete line of products when you
contact me.  There is no obligation.  If you decide that now is
the time for your household to breathe clean air, note also that
the Home Outreach Program  includes our customary flexible
payment plans and trade-ins available.

Note that you are entitled to a FREE INSPECTION of your
vacuum cleaner, any make.

Sincerely,
Mr. Sekanyo
Sales Representative

ELECTROLUX L.L.C.
142 West 23rd Street

New York 10011
Telephone (212) 255-5535
Cell phone 1-917-330-1630

Classes began Wed., Oct. 3
Grades 1-4, 5-6 p.m.

Grades 5 to Confirmation,
6:45-7:45 p.m.

All classes held
at Good Shepherd
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Should a kid have a savings passbook?
Can a kid have a savings passbook?

Can a kid open an account with
as little as $5.00?

Yes!  Yes!  and  Yes!
but only at

619 Main Street
212-319-0029

Banking Where Banking Wouldn’t Be.
Bankers Like Bankers Used To Be.

Opening Requirements
• Available for children 17 years old or younger; no minimum

age but the child must be old enough to sign his/her name.
• Child must have a Social Security Number and must sign

the IRS required certification – Form W-9.
• Parent or Guardian must sign a Guarantee/Consent Form

enabling the child to make his/her own deposits and
withdrawals.

Account Ownership
• The account is owned by the child, and withdrawals may be

made solely by the child.
• Accounts may not be joint with an adult. (Adults wishing to

have a joint account with a child may do so by opening a
regular savings account.)

Minimum Balance Requirements and Fees
• A minimum balance of $5.00 must be maintained in order to

keep the account open.
• No fees for active account.
• Accounts with balances of less than $5.00 and which have

no deposits or withdrawals for one year will be charged an
inactivity fee of $1.00 per month.

Interest
• Interest rate will be equal to the regular passbook rate.
• Interest is calculated daily and is credited and compounded

quarterly.
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September 11th
by Chloe C. Grimes

America is reeling
From the September 11th terrorizing
Of New York City and Washington –
Much, too much, death and destruction.
Despicable acts to bring down our country,
Tremendous sorrow to you, me and all humanity.
Some say, was this payback time?
Quite possibly, have we committed crimes?
Think back to our many atrocities
And, if the cap fits, pull the string please!

My heart overflows with sadness for what was done,
But wake up, everyone, there is a battle to be won.
Militarily, intellectually, for a fight we are equipped.
Spiritually, mentally, seems we are whipped.
Ever ready to use our might.
But this is not a free-for-all fight.
Force with force is not the response.
Leaders, use your wisdom, even just this once.
And that requires looking within
For that’s where lies the strength to win.
Taking action is very, very necessary
But the wrong one could cause us a huge catastrophe.
What’s the right action, maybe dialogue?
Not us, you say, not with those rogues!
Hundreds of them are roaming the world
To perpetuate their hate and their weaponry hurl.
A turning point for every American this must be
As we grit our teeth and swallow this adversity
For now, that is, while we make the best plan
To eradicate those hateful terrorists from the land.
Whose only goal really is to destroy our freedom
Of which they are envious and would desperately welcome.
Maybe, one day, some day, we’ll touch their hearts –
When, who knows, if even by fits and starts.
The point is, whether we like it or not,
Terrorists are twisted human beings turned inside out.

Fall of the Towers
by L. Nandini Moorthy, MD

Twin cigarette stubs smoking the sky,
Clouds!
Clouds, not ringlets, turning to gray
Dwarfed meanly this morning.
Stench reeking from the windows,
Blood and rubble,
Rubble and blood,
Debris and pieces.
Mutilation in grand scale...
Bodies and souls,
Manhattan,  America.
Air filled with shrieking ambulances,
And patrolling jets.
Interrupting the unusual deathly silence of the FDR,
Fleeing home o’er the Queensboro Bridge,
Never so many walked on that highway!
War!
Spells the smoke behind the Empire State,
And behind the shining Chrysler
Rise the fuming clouds.
The Twin Towers of Oz are gone.

Friends Bearing Bears   Roosevelt Island and New York City got a visit this
week from four Floridians, who brought Daytona Beach’s gifts of teddy bears for
those touched by the World Trade Center tragedy.  Left to right, they are Butch
Pahel, Melanie Jordan, Lori Grant, and Judy Pope.  With them on Main Street
are Jordan’s sister, Roosevelt Island resident Lael Freeman (standing, right),
and Lael’s daughter, Nia Bailey.

Remembering How They L
Residents of all ages continued to express themselves this week, some
turning to poetry and some to art.  Children in Ms. Winik’s fourth-grade
class at PS217 hugged bears sent to them by kids in Oklahoma City, then
wrote letters of appreciation.  Members of the Roosevelt Island Visual Art
Association began preparing a tribute to the heroes of the Twin Towers
which will appear in a Main Street window starting late today (Saturday,
October 6).  People came from Daytona Beach with gifts.  And this
community mourned its losses in harmony with those who were closest
and felt them most...
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Remembering a Friend
by Tom Brown

Ed Beyea and I met in 1984 and have remained friends ever since.  It
would take a book to adequately tell his story.  Challenge certainly was
no stranger, but he faced each one with courage and confidence.

As a result of a diving accident, Ed became a quadriplegic and was
confined to a motorized wheelchair.  After being discharged from
Goldwater Memorial Hospital, he wasted no time in pursuing a career in
computer programming.  He graduated in 1987 and went to work for
Empire Blue Cross/Blue Shield.  In the years that followed, he dealt with
numerous physical setbacks and underwent several operations, but al-
ways bounced back with an enthusiastic determination to go on with his
life.  Early each morning, rain
or shine, he would join thou-
sands of other New Yorkers who
ride the subway to work until he
arrived at the World Trade Cen-
ter.  He once told me, “Every
day’s an adventure; you never
know what you’re going to
find.”

Ed made many friends, who
loved and respected him.  He
had a disarming manner about
him that enabled him to make
people forget that he was dis-
abled and speak to him as an
equal.  He was admired by all
who knew him and an inspira-
tion to other physically-chal-
lenged individuals because he
proved that where there’s a will,
there’s a way.

Over the years, Ed and I spent
many memorable hours together
listening to music and watching
movies that we both enjoyed.  He had a great sense of humor and could
find humor in almost everything.  I can’t recall any conversation be-
tween us that didn’t contain the phrase, “Did I tell you the one about...”

One thing that Ed enjoyed very much was sitting down by the water on
the Manhattan side of the Island.  He loved the view of the river and the
New York skyline, which ironically included the Twin Towers in the
distance.  Now, whenever I pass that way, I am deeply saddened.  The
Towers are gone, and so is my friend Ed.

Courage... and a Will to Survive
by Paulinita Punzalan

At age 22, Edward Beyea became a quadriplegic.  He was a resident of
the Goldwater Memorial Hospital when I first met him.  I had been work-
ing there as an RN for over a year.

Most people who did not know Ed may have thought that he spent an
unproductive life.  And although he spent most of his waking hours on a
chin-controlled electric wheelchair, he did have a considerably produc-
tive life.  Those who knew him will remember him as someone who
faced life and dealt with its challenges head-on.

Ed and I fell in love.  My twelve years with him were filled with innu-
merable memories.  I know how much he cared for his family, especially
his nephews, Shawn and Chad, who enjoyed his sense of humor.  Ed did
not express it much, but I know that he had a very special place in his
heart for Irma Fuller, his day nurse of almost 15 years.  In losing Ed,
Irma has lost a son, too.

With his intelligence, courage, perseverance and patience, Ed com-
pleted a course in computers sponsored by the Cerebral Palsy Founda-
tion.  The Foundation also helped him land a job with Empire Blue Cross/
Blue Shield.  He rose through the ranks during the 14 years he worked
there.  He was a Chief Computer Analyst when the tragedy happened.

He became a member of the Goldwater Memorial Hospital Commu-
nity Advisory Board, which addressed patient concerns.

My memories of him will stay with me for a long time.  The inspiration
that his courage and will to survive, and his dignity, will hopefully tran-
scend this tragedy.

Scott Larsen
Scott Larsen, FDNY firefighter, gave

his life September 11 at the World
Trade Center.  His Ladder Company,
#15, was the second group of
firefighters to go into the building.

Larsen worked for Housing Manage-
ment for 13 years, from 1985 to 1998,
as porter/shop steward.

He and his wife, CarolAnn, are the
parents of four children:  Marisa, 9;
Brenda, 8; Scott, 4; and a son born Sep-
tember 13, two days after the tragedy.

Scott Larsen was a devoted family
man who enjoyed spending his free time
with his children.  He is described as a
great husband, father, son and brother,
and a friend to everyone living in
Eastwood.  We pray for his family.

Fay Vass

On behalf of my children and myself and our extended family, I thank you for
the outpouring of love and support you have offered us in our time of great sor-
row.

To those of you who knew my husband, well - smile.  He was a great guy with an
incredible sense of humor.  Remember the laughs he brought you and laugh again
when you think about him.

To those of you who knew him through our family, remember how he beamed
when he was with his children.  Remember the love he exuded.  That love will
carry us through life without him.

Smile when you think of Anthony “Tony” Fallone.  Laugh when you remember
him, and pray for us all, as we will for all of you.

All my love,
Patty Fallone

Remember How He Beamed...

Lived... Not How They Died

...more on page 8...
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having housing suitable for families.
Under the new plan, there will be five floors within the

Octagon structure, with the ornate spiral staircase restored
around them.  The top three floors will each have four apart-
ments, while the lower two floors will be “amenity space,”
partly available to the community.

To deal with the GDP matter, the de-
veloper, Becker and Becker, has drafted
an amendment for approval by the City.

In a major change to the project,
parking for 144 cars would be built at
the Octagon tennis courts, expanding
the site across the Island from the west
channel of the river to the east chan-
nel.  The courts would be moved to a
deck above the parking area.  In a Sep-
tember 20 meeting, members of the
Residents Association Planning Com-
mittee, chaired by Larry Parnes, had
reservations about parking separate
from Motorgate.

Representatives of Becker and
Becker told the committee that RIOC
has told them that Motorgate parking
would not be adequate for both the
Octagon apartments and Southtown.
(The Hudson/Related plan for
Southtown is currently on appeal in
the State Supreme Court, with a deci-
sion expected within the next month or
two – possibly as early as next week.)

This week, the Becker and Becker
architect on the project, David Levine,
told The WIRE that  the firm intends to investigate whether
the parking grade might be depressed slightly, to reduce the
overall height of the building.  He said there are questions
about water table that must be answered before a decision
can be made on that.  “We will design the exterior to be
attractive and compatible with the restored Octagon,” he said,

people about the Island’s history ever since I began taking
Oliver Chapin’s historical tours on the Island,” says Berdy,
referring to the late vicar of the Church of the Good Shep-
herd, who had built up an impressive archive relating to the
Island’s history.

Having grown up in Manhattan, Berdy was aware of
Roosevelt Island and moved to 580 Main Street in 1977.  “It
was the only place I could find a decent apartment that was
not a fifth-floor walk-up and the rent was less than $300.”

Stretched out on a couch in her 13th-floor Island House
apartment where she lives now, Berdy talks about the Island’s
history with a passion matched only by her love for her three
cats, Speedy, Tatiana and Valentine.  The felines’ pictures
are in frames that sit right next to family portraits.

Berdy acquired her first cat in 1997.  “She was called
Carmen Verandah because she came in through my back-
yard.  She used to bring me dead birds and, one day, she got
locked in a closet and met with an untimely death.”  Soon
after, Berdy was interviewed for the ownership of a cat by a
friend, who gave her Speedy.  A year later, Berdy brought
Tatiana from a shelter.  Tatiana works as a volunteer therapy
cat with patients at Coler-Goldwater Memorial Hospital.

On Valentine’s Day in 1999, Berdy was asked if she would
take care of a cat who was being ill-treated by its owner.  “I
brought Valentine home.  She was unkempt, shy and neu-
rotic.  I nursed her and normalized her into being only slightly
shy and neurotic,” says Berdy.

“I am not a crazy cat lady,” she declares emphatically.  “I
will not go out in the middle of the night to rescue stray
cats.”  Even so, Berdy admits she will not get married because
there is no place for a man in her apartment, thanks to the cats.
“I even got rid of the sofa-bed in my living room.  I like to think
of myself as friendly and hospitable.   But my apartment is not
for overnight stays.  Here, it is just me and my cats.”

Going Home
by Pat Poggi

I managed to stay away from my home on Roosevelt Is-
land for more than a week after the terrible destruction that
occurred on September 11th.  Then, nine days later, on Sep-
tember 20th I ventured in.  My Dad is 86 years old and lives
in Queens.  I had been talking to him daily on the phone.  I
knew he was all right, but I needed to see him.

I did not know, however, if I wanted to see the devasta-
tion of that neighborhood I am so very familiar with, that
neighborhood I wander around in almost every day after work
when I walk from Brooklyn to lower Manhattan over the
Brooklyn Bridge.  I was scared to see in reality what I had
seen on TV.

So I stayed uptown for the first two days getting my feet
wet, getting back into a New York City that was irreparably
changed.  Then, on the third day home, I ventured to Union
Square to see the street activity my neighbor had told me
about.  “It’s like the sixties,” she said.  And in a way it was.

Groups of people were playing music and singing sol-
emnly.  Many were just wandering around.  There were signs
and drawings depicting people’s sorrow at the senseless death
of the many workers in the Towers.  There were posters
announcing future gatherings and town meetings.  There were
pleas to the government to think outside the box, not to re-
act to violence with more violence.  Some of these were
written over with admonishments not to support the enemy
by criticizing the government.

I had found a place in New York where people were com-
ing together to express their remorse at the loss of so many
lives, and to express their fear of further devastation.  I had
found a place where people were expressing their sadness,
and I needed that.  The overriding emotions I had been feel-
ing were sadness and fear – sadness at the loss of so many
lives and fear of the loss of so many more.  Milling around
Union Square with its signs and posters expressing these
very emotions gave me an infusion of a kind of peace and
perhaps even a little strength.

Then a friend, who lives on Chambers Street a few blocks
north of where the Towers stood, suggested I might want to
see something very different.  I might want to see what is
going on at ground zero.  I was immediately filled with trepi-
dation.  I had kind of decided that I was not going to do that,
that I was going to return to my beach house at the Jersey
shore without having done that on this trip to New York.
Then, in a flash, I just knew I had to do it.  I had to see it
with my own eyes, to try to somehow reconcile all the tur-
bulent feelings inside me.

We walked down lower Broadway, which was packed with
traffic.  A few blocks before we reached Canal Street, we
could see the empty streets beyond, where no traffic was
allowed.  It looked eerie and yet nice – calm and quiet – so
unlike the streets of Manhattan.  I was flooded with memo-
ries of a night last December when my family and I went
downtown after a major snowstorm and walked the eerily
quiet streets in the whiteness of the newly-fallen snow with
not a car in sight.  What a treat that was.  But somehow this
was not a treat.  It was too ominous.  Knowing why the streets
were so empty made it not something to be enjoyed, but
rather an experience that somehow had to be endured and
understood.

That was nothing compared to what came next.  Walking
down to Duane Street, we came upon a second police barri-
cade.  No one was allowed south of that point except those
living there.  We joined the gawkers jammed up against the
police barricade – adults and children alike trying to get a
glimpse of the devastation.  Many were taking photos.  We
could see the remains of building #7, the 50-story building
that was the third to collapse.  It was charred and mangled.

I stood there speechless, feeling a little foolish amid all
those people straining to see the horror.  But when I said
that to my friend, she replied that maybe they needed to see
it to try to make some sense of it all.  And perhaps I did, too.

We were carded and allowed to pass through, since she
resides down there.  The next two blocks going south were
even more chilling.  Now only residents, of which there were
few in the streets, and police and soldiers were to be seen –
that and the hundreds of closed stores, many of which will
never reopen.

As we plodded on I was thinking how hard it must be for
my friend to live down here in the midst of this barrenness.
But the worst was yet to come.  Upon reaching Chambers
Street I saw it – the DMZ.

A chain-link rent-a-fence was set up to close off every-
thing beginning at the south side of Chambers Street.  Right
across from my friend’s building is the final barricade – the
barricade closing off lower Manhattan from us all, the bar-
ricade drawing a line at the beginning of the crime scene.  It
hit me hard.

Every day when my friend and her daughter leave their
house they see this fence.  They see the soldiers, the police,
the emergency vehicles.  They see it in front of their noses
every day.  How can one survive that emotionally?

I declined the invitation to go upstairs, as I saw no reason
to socialize under those circumstances.  I continued walk-
ing east on Chambers Street to Broadway, where you could
then walk south to Fulton Street.  It got even worse.

At the corner of Broadway and Fulton, no one was al-
lowed to stop, but anyone who wanted was allowed to take a
photo as long as they would “keep walking.”  There you
could see the giant that was taken down.  Those majestic
Towers were reduced to a pile of rubble no more than a few
stories high.  It was inconceivable.

Toastmasters Focus on
Twin Towers and Terrorism

by Andy Williamson
With good fellowship and friendly laughter, the Roosevelt

Island chapter of Toastmasters came together last week to
deliver speeches filled with sadness and anger about the
World Trade Center disaster.  Twelve days after the attacks,
the group’s pain was as apparent as their camaraderie.

In a scene of healing and catharsis, speakers addressed
questions like, “Why are there people who hate the United
States enough to commit these acts?”, “What impact will
these events have on our daily lives?”, and “What military
action do you think the U.S. will and should take?”  Speak-
ers told stories and urged the country to come together.

Toastmasters is an organization that helps people improve
their ability to speak publicly, “to assist in the arts of speak-
ing, listening, and thinking.”  In last week’s session, each
speaker was evaluated, as is customary, and attention was
paid to poise and style.  But when Marlene Flom, president
of the chapter, choked up during a speech she titled “Com-

Even as I looked at it, even as I saw the empty space – the
sky where the Towers used to rise – even as I looked at the
blackened lower level where Borders Bookstore used to be,
I was not believing that it was real.  I was looking at the
empty space, but I was not believing that the Towers were
gone.  It was just too much for my mind to process in that
quick glimpse.  I needed more time, but we could not loiter.
We were told to keep moving.

As I shuffled with the crowd, I began to feel it in the air.
Handkerchiefs and face masks – in my case a tissue – were
brought up to our mouths and noses.  The soot and dust of
the rubble were heavy in the air here.  We veered farther east
through the dark, narrow Wall Street area keeping our noses
covered, keeping our mouths shut.  We were sobered by the
sight, quiet as we moved away, needing to get back uptown,
needing to get away from the horror we could not register in
our brains.  The buildings there were covered with a gray
dust.  Nothing had yet been done to clean them.  They showed
the evidence we refused to swallow.

Now the streets of lower Manhattan are unclogged like
the quiet streets of my beach town in winter.  There is more
light now that the Towers are gone.  But at what a horrible
price.

Berdy from page 1
A typical day for Berdy begins at 7:00 a.m. when Speedy

jumps on her, demanding food.  Between 8:30 and 4:00, she
is at work in her family’s garment business in Manhattan
and then, she says, her second life begins when she comes
home.  Berdy is active on the Common Council of RIRA,
the Roosevelt Island Resident’s Association, active in the
Jewish congregation on the Island, in the Historical Society,
and she is part of almost every community activity, be it
raising funds for the families of the victims of the World
Trade Center attacks or having people sign posters encour-
aging the firefighters.  “I’m not very philosophical,” says
Berdy.  “I am hands-on.  I am an action person.  I am curt
and blunt, curt and abrupt.  I don’t plan too much, I just
raise money or do what needs to be done.”

Everyone who knows her agrees.  “Judy is an extremely
hard worker for the benefit of the Island,” says Carole
Kennedy, who has known Berdy for the past two decades
and works with her in the Historical Society.

“Judy deserves a lot of appreciation for the work she has
done for the Island,” says Nancy Cruickshank, who worked
with Judy on The WIRE in the 1980s.  “She is always upbeat
and dedicated, looking for ways to contribute.”  Cruickshank
added that she thinks Berdy is quite an adventurer.  “Judy
went down 800 feet in a construction cage into a water tun-
nel near the community garden when she got the chance,”
recalls Cruickshank.

Berdy also took part in a practice rescue operation from
the Tram where she had to climb out of the Tram’s window,
mid-air, into a bucket seat that lowered her into a diver’s
seat.  “If anyone can represent Roosevelt Island, it is Judy.  I
hope she writes a book about Roosevelt Island some day,”
Cruikshank said.

When asked if she would, Berdy smiled.  “You do it,” she
says.

Octagon from page 1 adding that the parking structure will be open-air, without
mechanical ventilation.

Becker and Becker has hired a landscape architect to de-
sign the park component of the Octagon project, which would
satisfy the GDP’s requirement for an “ecological park” on
the site.

Presuming RIOC gives Becker and Becker extension of
site control at the Octagon, the developer hopes to start build-
ing by March, 2002, with occupancy possibly as early as the
first quarter of 2004.

Becker promised a site plan would be made available for
community review as soon as possible.

The late Mort Pavane made this photographic portrait of the Octagon before its upper portion
was ravaged by fire twice, in both the 80’s and the 90s.

See Toastmasters , page 9



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Oct. 6, 2001 • 9

Dr. John Calabria

Combining floatation and heat, the MASSAGE TIME PRO treats:
Neck & Shoulder Pain • Muscle Spasms & Sprains •
Headaches & Stress • Numbness • Back Pain • Chronic Pain
• Sports Injuries • Auto Accidents • Workers Compensation

FREE

Lexington Chiropractic Associates

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health Care, Aetna,
Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Guardian, Medicare, and many more!

TRY OUR NEW CHIROPRACTIC TECHNIQUES ... THE MASSAGE TIME PRO

� Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam
� Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art

MASSAGE TIME PRO
� Bottle of Multiple Vitamins
� CONTOUR Pillow

while supplies last

Dr. Darren K. Pollack

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

133 E. 58th St., Suite 506
Between Lexington & Park Ave.

755-1515
and 350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1726

Empire State Building

244-5280
Holly Nicosia

Massage Therapist

All the speakers took notice of the context
– a New York City and its economy blud-
geoned by the terrorist attack on the nation
at the World Trade Center.  All made com-
ments about the renewed importance of a
feeling of community, and about the com-
munity nature of New York National Bank,
which was founded 20 years ago in the
Bronx, is minority-owned, and is neighbor-
hood-oriented.

“To rebuild, we need partnerships,”
McCall said.  “We all have to work together.
That’s what we see here today.”  He praised
NYNB as “focused, and committed to going
where there are needs and to provide the fi-
nancial services those communities deserve.”

Mariel said, “This happens at a time when
we have come to appreciate the importance
of maintaining economic strength in all
neighborhoods – all communities.”

He added, “Helping to strengthen the eco-
nomic base of communities is a role we have
played as we have opened up branches in
other unbanked and under-banked commu-
nities.  And that’s a role we are pleased to
be playing on Roosevelt Island.  We saw a
community that was about to become an
unbanked community, and we said we should
do on Roosevelt Island what we have done
in the South Bronx and in upper Manhattan.”

Mariel praised Shell Oil for its involve-
ment.  “This is a pace-setting level of en-
lightened help by a major corporation...  Just
imagine if a dozen corporations – or fifty or
a hundred corporations – were so enlight-
ened.”

Weekdays
Mon-Fri
day & eve
5am-12mid

Weeknights
Tue-Fri
12:01am--5am

Weekends
Sat 12:01am
to Mon 5am

S
via 6Av to
Bway/Lafayette

F
via 6Av

F
via 6Av

October 2-18
The Subway

Clip&Carry

NYNB from page 1

State Senator Olga Mendez responded
with instructions to her driver to fill up at
Shell stations.  She added, “Everybody and
his brother have been wonderful” in paving
the way for NYNB involvement on the Is-
land.  “The Governor has been wonderful.”

Mendez, Mariel pointed out, was the offi-
cial who first called his attention to Roosevelt
Island’s plight after Chase Bank decided to
close its branch here.  He also acknowledged
the help of Borough President Fields and
City Councilmember Gifford Miller in ac-
quiring banking development district status
for the Island, which permitted deposit of the
$10 million in State funds.

Assemblymember Pete Grannis said, “A
community without a bank is like a commu-
nity without a library,” and he exhorted the
Roosevelt Island community to “pitch in the
way they did with the Library” by support-
ing the NYNB branch with deposits and other
business.

An employee of Housing Management,
Vincent LoManto, won the TV/VCR set in
a NYNB’s grand opening drawing.

ing Together,” it was clear that content was
primary to this meeting.

The group of approximately 30 people,
who met at Rivercross, included men and
women, young and old, Christians, Jews, and
Muslims, all residents of Roosevelt Island.

Jim Tendean-Luce, Membership Vice
President, opened the meeting with a story:
“My father said that the worst thing he’d ever

Toastmasters from page 8 seen was D-Day.  Three thousand people
died that day, about half the amount of this
tragedy.”

One guest at the meeting pointed out that
her decision to retire would depend on what
turns the economy would take.  “My deci-
sions may change dramatically,” she said.

Flom, who won the meeting’s award for
best-prepared speech, delivered a touching
call for solidarity.  “They were the rank and
file of New York,” she said.  “They went to
work for a day’s pay.  This great tragedy has
brought us together, and we must come to-
gether.”  Her speech, like many of the oth-
ers, was thoughtfully composed and grace-
fully delivered, but rent with an emotion that
only a tragedy like this can bring about.

Before Flom, in perhaps the most dramatic
moment in the meeting, Bernie Silverman, a
longtime member of the Toastmasters, de-
livered his assignment for that meeting, to
receive a mock award.  He performed as
Osama bin Laden being recognized for his
success in his destruction of the Towers, be-
having proudly and boastfully, swaggering
with exaggerated pride.  While the speech
was clearly a parody and his message clearly
anti-bin Laden, the experience of being bin
Laden’s applauding audience was chilling
and the gentle audience was left shaken and
unsettled.

Jimmy Tarar, a 17-year-old Muslim who
was visiting the group for the first time,
pointed out some comments he found offen-
sive, but told the group he would join, none-
theless.  He said he had also noted other lan-
guage he found touching and supportive.

Jill Burk, the general evaluator for the
meeting, summed up what seemed the feel-
ing of unease that we’ve all been left with
after this disaster:  “The last time we were
here,” she said, “the world was normal.  In a
very real way, every one of us has fallen 100
stories.”
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VIETNAMESE NANNY WANTED  for 10-month-old girl.  Able to sponsor
for room and board in upstate home.  Some English preferred.  Call
1-518-622-3354.

ISLAND KIDS  – Open registration for adult, toddler, and big-kid classes.
Brochures available at Island Kids and Public Safety.  Call Gina at (212)
758-8408 with questions.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST –
Island resident Diana Brill.   Gift certificates available.   (212) 759-9042.

ELDER LAW  – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning, and Living Wills.  Free Home Consultation.  Steven M.
Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY.  (212) 754-9117.

DAISY DOODLE CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT   Magic, characters,
dance, facepainting, balloons.  Professional.  (212) 501-4828.

EXPERIENCED ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR  available for private
lessons.  Call 1-917-293-2436.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  – Ongoing registration
for dance  and theater classes.    (212) 371-4449.  Unique or period clothing
& furniture gladly accepted.

VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHY  – Weddings, great packages for your event.
(212) 308-4022.

START YOUR OWN HOME-BASED BUSINESS .  Herbal and Skin Care
Products.  Call 1-917-705-4606.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER  – Excellent references.  Free estimate.
(212) 751-8214.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  – Dolores Green.
(212) 223-4077.

VACATION IN PEACE  – Will feed and play with your cat, water your plants,
send you your mail, etc.    (212) 751-8214.

ClassifiedClassifiedClassifiedClassifiedClassified
Only 50¢/word

751-8214
Deadline for Oct. 20 issue:  Oct. 12

Susheel Kurien
Coach Jim Herlihy met with his fellow soccer coaches on opening day.  Over 150 kids turned out for
team assignments and try-outs for four divisions of play.

FLAG FOOTBALL  The Youth Program’s Flag Football League opened its season on
Saturday afternoon, September 29.  In the opening game in the 12-14 Division, the Raiders
defeated the Jets by a 34-32 score in a well-played, close contest that went down to the
wire.  For the Raiders, Anthony Santiago, Eric Miranda and Tyrell Anderson scored TDs,
and Remy Armenakis added two extra points.  For the Jets, Damon Walford, Adam
Silverschotz and Eyosyas Tadesse scored TDs.

In the second game, the Broncos routed an undermanned Rams team, 67-6.  Paul Brown,
Shirome Dixon, Jimmy Elias, Thomas Herlihy, Neal Stueber, and Shabaka White all scored
TDs for the Broncos in an impressive opening-day effort.

Flag Football games are played on Saturday afternoons at 2:30 and 3:45 PM at the Octa-
gon soccer field.

SOCCER  The Youth Program’s Soccer League also opened its season last weekend.
Standings will be published in future editions of The WIRE.  Senior Division (ages 11-14)
games are played Friday evenings at 6:30 and Saturdays at 1:00.  Junior Division (ages 9-
10) games are played on Saturday mornings at 10:15 and 11:30; and Minor Division (ages
7-8) games are played Saturday mornings at 9:00.  All of these games are played at the
Octagon soccer field.  The Kinderkicker program (ages 5-6) plays at 9:00 on Saturday
mornings at the Capobianco field.

For further information, contact the Roosevelt Island Youth Program (506 Main Street)
at 935-3645.

acting District Manager, that they are ad-
dressing this pending issue at their full Board
meeting on October 4.  However, as I’m
obliged to write this column before that date,
I don’t know the outcome, and can only hope
that CB8 has added their influence to the
unanimous roster of elected officials who
have supported our demand for the retention
of Tram hours.

Becker & Becker Associates, the devel-
opers who have been given conditional ap-
proval to build a new residential community
around the old Octagon landmark, presented
an update of their proposal to our Planning
Committee last week.  It was well received
by the members, but raises serious, funda-
mental questions that were not appropriate
to raise with these developers, but must be
answered by this community.  BBA plans to
build 450 units of housing in ten-story wings
off the central Octagon building.  80% might
be fair-market housing, with 20% reserved
as affordable housing.  The Octagon would
be renovated as five stories, with the bot-
tom two used for some community purpose
and the top three reserved as twelve three-
bedroom apartments.  The visual material
presented was very attractive, and the
committee’s questions centered on plans
for the landscaping (to include an enhanced
barbecue area and tot lot plus 1½ acres of
open space) and parking facilities (which
could be built under a revamped tennis
court).

It seems to me that the first question we
should ask is, do we want a new residential
community of over 1,000 people to be built
on one of our two remaining parks?  Do we
want to amend the General Development
Plan, the part of the Master Lease between
the City and the State that defined this Is-
land as a planned community, in order to
permit this use of designated parkland?  If
building Octagon Park Apartments requires
that RIOC amend the GDP, should we, the
community, approve this process, or insist
that developers conform to the GDP as it
currently exists?  And then, what are the
implications of changing the GDP on the
remaining open space at Southpoint?  And,

Katz from page 3
is it the responsibility of the City Council to
effect this change, or does the Mayor’s of-
fice factor into the equation?

These are not easy questions, and I have
requested that Larry Parnes and the Planning
Committee host a Town Meeting to allow
this community to address them.  The po-
tential benefits may include additional
ground rents to increase RIOC revenue, pos-
sibly some additional lower-cost housing
made available to current residents, addi-
tional customers for Island merchants, addi-
tional Tram riders and an attractive Octagon
façade.  The downside includes the loss of
significant park space potentially available
to City residents at large, the loss of the “eco-
logical park” planned for this area and the
Water Tunnel #3 area, as well as the loss of
our ability to control development through
our only “zoning” document, the GDP.  Af-
ter all, if the GDP can be changed whenever
a lucrative deal is presented to RIOC, then
any semblance of maintaining a planned
community goes out the window.

At some point, our Councilmember,
Gifford Miller, will need to hold hearings
here to take the community’s temperature.
The argument has been made that the Gen-
eral Development Plan is 30 years old, and
things change.  This is true.  However, this
community should, must, decide what
changes are appropriate and what changes
are not in our best interests.

Personally, I’m torn between the benefits
of cleaning up a derelict piece of Island real
estate and the liability of adding another
population center, unplanned and originallyo
designated as parkland, to our Island’s mix.
My goal is to achieve passage of the legisla-
tion that will provide us with a RIOC presi-
dent who is a trained, experienced commu-
nity manager, who is dependent upon the
approval of an elected RIOC Board for his
or her job.  Only then will there be the in-
centive to seek projects that conform to the
Johnson/Burgee plan for Roosevelt Island.
Until that happens, our choices are all
Hobson’s choices, conforming to outsiders’
agendas and not our own.

You must decide.

Susheel Kurien
Fresh graduates from last year’s Kinderkicker program, a new batch of Minors eagerly takes the field
on opening day, September 22.  Left to right: Sameer Kurien, Julia Kern, Maya Kadirgamar, Michelle
Holland, Javon Perry, Sabrina Davis.

as Jerry Blue’s), the Island residents have
received little or no information from you
or your office on the topic of a Disaster Plan.

“It is my belief that it is irresponsible not
to come forth to the population of Roosevelt
Island regarding where you stand on disas-
ter planning.  Your responsibility in this area
can no longer can be a guarded secret.”

In his letter (published in full on page 2),
Fry shot back: “In times such as this, it is
important for perceived community leaders
to support the structures and agencies in
place, so as to build confidence, rather than
create fear without merit by misrepresenta-
tion.  Especially when such deeds undermine
people’s confidence in a system already un-
der attack.”

“It is gratifying to note,” he added, “that
other community leaders helped calm the
community’s fears.  Some examples are the
vigil held by the chapel, the march to the fire
house, numerous comments of gratitude to
the emergency workers, the demonstration

Fry from page 1 of sympathy to those suffering personal loss,
and unbeknownst to many, the round-the-clock
efforts for almost two weeks of RIOC staff
members working at Ground Zero, led by Presi-
dent Ryan and Vice President Antonek.”

Vass’s latest letter sharpens his area of
concern:  “This small Island consists of a
very special group of residents, many dis-
abled, many seniors, and many who do not
speak our language fluently.  Therefore, our
problems... differ from most of the City.”

“The disabled want to be made aware of
what standby systems are available,” Vass
continues, going on to list oxygen and medi-
cal problems requiring special services.

Vass also shoots back at Fry, writing, “His-
torically, there was a known relationship be-
tween Public Safety and the disabled popu-
lation which is now non-existent.”  He con-
cludes, “The residents of Roosevelt Island will
become much more comfortable with RIOC
and Public Safety when our special needs are
being covered [in a] disaster plan, and this can-
not and should not be a guarded secret.”
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert Tailor
on Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premises

571 Main St.

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available � Use What You Have

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214 No job too small

DAYS COMPUTER SERVICES

Call us at (212) 207-4304
Email: comphelp00@yahoo.com

Reasonable, Affordable Home SReasonable, Affordable Home SReasonable, Affordable Home SReasonable, Affordable Home SReasonable, Affordable Home Service Availableervice Availableervice Availableervice Availableervice Available

Do you have an older Computer (PC)?Do you have an older Computer (PC)?Do you have an older Computer (PC)?Do you have an older Computer (PC)?Do you have an older Computer (PC)?
Does it need a jumpstart?  We can help!Does it need a jumpstart?  We can help!Does it need a jumpstart?  We can help!Does it need a jumpstart?  We can help!Does it need a jumpstart?  We can help!
� Memory Chips� Memory Chips� Memory Chips� Memory Chips� Memory Chips, S, S, S, S, Simmsimmsimmsimmsimms, Dimms, Dimms, Dimms, Dimms, Dimms
� Hard Drive I� Hard Drive I� Hard Drive I� Hard Drive I� Hard Drive Installationnstallationnstallationnstallationnstallation
� F� F� F� F� Faster Modemaster Modemaster Modemaster Modemaster Modem
� CD-RO� CD-RO� CD-RO� CD-RO� CD-ROM IM IM IM IM Installationnstallationnstallationnstallationnstallation
� CDR-W I� CDR-W I� CDR-W I� CDR-W I� CDR-W Installationnstallationnstallationnstallationnstallation
� N� N� N� N� New Sew Sew Sew Sew Sound Card Iound Card Iound Card Iound Card Iound Card Installationnstallationnstallationnstallationnstallation

NNNNNewer Computer Owners �ewer Computer Owners �ewer Computer Owners �ewer Computer Owners �ewer Computer Owners �
IIIIIf your computer is ill � We can help getf your computer is ill � We can help getf your computer is ill � We can help getf your computer is ill � We can help getf your computer is ill � We can help get
your machine back to healthyour machine back to healthyour machine back to healthyour machine back to healthyour machine back to health
� Windows Problems� Windows Problems� Windows Problems� Windows Problems� Windows Problems, Boot Problems, Boot Problems, Boot Problems, Boot Problems, Boot Problems
� Virus Problems� Virus Problems� Virus Problems� Virus Problems� Virus Problems
�S�S�S�S�Software Ioftware Ioftware Ioftware Ioftware Installationnstallationnstallationnstallationnstallation
�Printer S�Printer S�Printer S�Printer S�Printer Setup / Tetup / Tetup / Tetup / Tetup / Troubleshootingroubleshootingroubleshootingroubleshootingroubleshooting
� Home N� Home N� Home N� Home N� Home Network Ietwork Ietwork Ietwork Ietwork Installationnstallationnstallationnstallationnstallation
� General PC T� General PC T� General PC T� General PC T� General PC Troubleshootingroubleshootingroubleshootingroubleshootingroubleshooting

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away

NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more

Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person

Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

The funds were raised largely at a table on Main Street manned by volunteers from the
Common Council and others.  In addition, merchants have hosted contribution boxes;
Roosevelt Island Housing Management, Roosevelt Island Cleaners, and Roosevelt Island
Bakery.  Julie’s Sports Cafe helped by collecting money, and Sr. Regina Palamara helped
in the fund-raising campaign.

At Wednesday night’s meeting, Feinmel thanked a host of residents for their work on the
project, including Council members (or alternates) Dolores Green, Sherie Helstien, Rhoda
Jacklin, Matthew Katz, Ruth Kolins, Cookie Lugo, Mosud Mannan, Steve Marcus, Joan
Matula, Larry Parnes, Ethel Romm, Margie Smith, Jim Tendean-Luce; plus other commu-
nity volunteers:  Judy Arond, Isabel Bartley, Joan Blumberg, Marguerite Camaiore, Vir-
ginia Granato, Linda Heimer, Nurit Marcus, Harriet Parnes, Teri Sheridan, Fay Vass, and
Michelle Vidra.  Smith, Vass, and Camaiore are on Feinmel’s committee.

RIRA Fund from page 1
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Remembering How They Lived... Not How
They Died
Remembering How They Lived... Not How
They Died


