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Broadway Magic Fund-Raiser   Police Officer Daniel Rodriguez and his company
of musicians and singers performed Sunday night at Manhattan Park Theater
Club in a benefit to raise funds for installation of the organ at Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.  Committee Chair Mary Fitzgerald (above with Rodriguez) reported
this week that the event had raised over $8,000.  With $8,237 raised earlier, that
puts the campaign within $6,000 of its $22,000 goal.

Support The WIRE – Your Card in the Thanksgiving Issue  See page 2

Halloween Parade Next Saturday Noon – Come Out for the Fun

by Anusha Shrivastava
Tazul Islam may have served you the last

time you ate at Trellis.  Maybe even the first
time you ate there.

Never heard of him?  Think again.
Pencil tucked behind his ear, green apron

covering his white shirt, he has been work-
ing at this 107-seat Island restaurant for
nearly twenty years.

Even so, not many know him by name.
That’s not because no one cares or because
he has refused to reveal his identity.  It’s
because everyone knows him by a nickname:
“Ali,” they call out when they want his at-
tention.

“I like the name,” he says, flashing a thou-
sand-watt smile.

The short, dark-haired, 39-year old Tazul
Islam was a lanky young man when he ar-
rived in New York from his hometown,
Naozaon, in Bangladesh, in 1982.  The sec-
ond child in a family of peasant parents and
seven siblings, Islam was brought here by a
friend.  “I don’t remember his name now.  It
was a long time ago,” says Islam.  “I used to
call him ‘bhai.’  It means brother.”

The friend hosted him for two years and

A Long-Time Fixture at Trellis, “Ali” Keeps Smiling and Serving
got him a job at a coffee shop on Steinway
Street in Queens.  Two years later, “bhai”
got Islam a job at the restaurant on Roosevelt
Island.  “It was called Green Kitchen at the
time.  I did not like it then, but that may be
because I used to wash dishes and could not
speak in English,” says Islam, who speaks
with a distinctive Bengali accent even today.

Overcoming his handicap by attending
English classes, Islam, who had never at-
tended school before his arrival in the States,
was promoted to busboy.  Within six months,
he was working at the counter.

In his time there, a lot has happened.
One evening in 1987, a time when the res-

taurant went by the name of Green Kitchen,
he saw the rooms fill up with policemen.
“There were about 50 of them,” he says.  He
panicked and called his boss, who told him
to stay at the counter and deal with whatever
the problem was.  “I was really worried be-
cause I had never seen so many policemen
here before.  One policeman asked me sev-
eral questions about two customers who were
sitting here and if I had seen them do any-
thing strange.  Then, the police asked the two
young men lots of questions and finally ar-

rested some people,” says Islam.
It was a drug bust, the only time Islam saw

anything like this happen.
The restaurant was taken over by new

management and renamed Andy’s Place.
He worked at the counter throughout the

1990s and then became a waiter.  Under Kaie
Razhagi, the current owner, Islam serves as
manager two days a week.  “I like to be a
waiter.  Being a manager is too much respon-
sibility.  I am a simple person.  I like to do
my work and go home,” he says.

Razhagi says he thinks Islam’s reluctance
to be a manager has something to do with
money.  “This game is all about money and
Ali makes more money as a waiter because
he gets tips,” says Kaie.

Considering that Islam sends most of his
savings to his parents back home in
Bangladesh, that may certainly be true.  “I
lead a good life here, they lead a good life
there,” said Islam.  While Islam is happy rent-
ing a house and riding the subway, he says
his wife of nine years, Banoo, is not.  She
saves the meager wages she earns at a cloth-
ing factory in Astoria in an attempt to con-

See Ali , page 7

The revised Becker and Becker plan for the Octa-
gon Park area will be the subject of a Town Meeting
Wednesday (October 24) at 8:00 p.m., in the Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

City Councilmember Gifford Miller will appear at
the meeting to discuss the ramifications of making
changes in the Island’s General Development Plan
(GDP) to accommodate the changed proposal.  Resi-
dents will have an opportunity to address comments
and questions to the architects.

At the RIOC Board of Directors meeting last week,
the firm received an extension of site control, moving
one step closer to a final go-ahead.

Changes in the GDP, which is part of the 99-year
lease under which New York State is developing
Roosevelt Island (which is owned by the City), are
believed to be required because the development uses
land designated in the GDP as parkland.

The Wednesday night meeting will present plans,
previously discussed with the Residents Association
Planning Committee, to increase the size of the pro-
posed development to as many as 450 apartments, in-
cluding a dozen within the landmarked Octagon tower,
the last remaining piece of the City’s “Pauper Lunatic
Asylum.”  It was designed by a renowned architect of

Mort Pavane
In 1982, the Octagon’s dome was destroyed by fire.

the time, Alexander Jackson Davis, and first opened
in 1839.

The expansion of the Octagon apartments plan in-
cludes a parking structure where the Octagon Park
tennis courts are located, with a plan to put the courts
on top of the one-story parking structure.  With that
change, the development goes nearly shore to shore
across the Island.

No site plan was available at press time.

There was no quorum at a Resi-
dents Association (RIRA) “emer-
gency” Common Council meeting
Monday night.

The session had been scheduled
when the Council ran out of time
at its October 3 meeting, and failed
to consider the voting status of
Sherie Helstien, the secretary of the
Residents Association.

Helstien, the wife of RIRA Presi-
dent Matthew Katz, lost her seat
representing Manhattan Park when
she and Katz moved to Westview
in May, but not before being
elected to the secretary post.  Dis-
agreeing sides on the Council hold
opposite positions as to whether the
post entitles her to a vote.

Katz, Helstien, and a group of

No Quorum at RIRA Meeting
several supporters point to ambi-
guities in the RIRA Constitution re-
garding RIRA’s Island-wide of-
fices like President, First Vice
President, Secretary, and Trea-
surer, and hold that Helstien should
have a vote in her capacity as sec-
retary.  Further, they point out that
Robert’s Rules of Order, which
govern Council meetings, hold that
the benefit of any doubt should gen-
erally be given to a member of an
organization.

An opposing group, followers of
former RIRA President Patrick
Stewart, contend that Helstien lost
her elective voting rights on the
Common Council when she moved
from Manhattan Park, whether or

See RIRA, page 7

“You can rest assured that [the Tramway] will be operating fully until
and if you hear anything to the contrary.”

So said Mary Beth Labate, Chair of the RIOC Board of Directors, at
its October meeting held last week.

The Residents Association had sought RIOC passage of a resolution
supporting policies guaranteeing a continuation of Tramway service at
present levels, but Labate said, “At this point we are not prepared to
make a definitive decision one way or another on the Tram.”

The possibility of reducing hours had been raised by Labate at the
Board’s June meeting, when she asked for community reaction to the
idea.  It was met with a summer avalanche of negative reaction from
residents in a petition, letters, and e-mails.

The RIRA-sponsored resolution was discussed briefly by RIOC Board
member Leo Kayser, who has been asking residents to back his plan to
narrow the Tram’s operating deficit by selling advertising on the Tram
cabins, a plan which has met resistance from City Councilmember Gifford

See Tram , page 7

CB8 to Ask for
City-State Action
on Blackwell

The Landmarks Committee of
Community Board 8 “takes very
seriously” the deteriorated condi-
tion of Blackwell House, accord-
ing to Historical Society President
Judith Berdy, who attended a meet-
ing of the committee Monday night.

Berdy said CB8 will adopt a
“scathing resolution,” appalled that
RIOC has not reached out for
sources of funding beyond a State
grant, which was denied last year.
CB8 will call for the State and the
City to work together to find ways
of addressing the deterioration,
which has continued for several
years.
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Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from
officials.  Publication on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the
writer’s name, address, and phone number must  be provided for verifica-
tion and for our records.  Preferred methods of submission:   PC-stan-
dard 3.5-inch floppy disk left at 531 Main Street for The WIRE, or by e-mail
to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (ASCII text preferred or use any wordprocessing
software, but no MSWord files with macros).  Alternatives:   Typed, double-
spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to (212) 755-2540.  Clearly
handwritten letters will be considered if brief, but we cannot take telephone
dictation of letters.  All letters are subject to acceptance and to editing
for length and clarity.   We recommend  a maximum length of 300 words,
but will consider longer letters if their content merits the required space.

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters deadline for
Nov. 3 issue:  Oct. 28
Letters received after deadline

will be considered on a
space-available basis

Be a part of it

Your Business Card in the WIRE’s
Thanksgiving Issue

Be part of
The WIRE’s

Thanksgiving
Business Card Issue

Run your business card  in
The WIRE’s Thanksgiving issue

distributed Island-wide

Only $35  prepaid (3.5 x 2.0 inches)
Do it to advertise your service

Do it to advertise your business
Or just to support The WIRE

Just send your card and your check, payable to The WIRE, to:
The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Cards will run slightly reduced to 3.3w x 1.8h.  The word retired  will be added, if you wish.
You may type or write additional information on your card, if appropriate to indicate the nature of your work,

or provide brief separate copy to be added by The WIRE to an open spot on the card.

DEADLINE • Wednesday, November 7  • DEADLINE
Send it in now while you’re thinking about it,

and show your support for The WIRE

If you prefer not to publish a business card but would like to support The WIRE,
contribute $20 and have your name on a list that will accompany the business cards.

Thank you  for supporting The Main Street WIRE,
Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper.

Dear Roosevelt Island Residents:
It is very difficult to say goodbye

and express how much I have en-
joyed working with you.  I truly
believe there will not be an experi-
ence in my lifetime that will com-
pare to the past 16 years serving
this community as Director of
Community Relations.  It has been
a very exciting and satisfying ca-
reer.  Although my life will take on
new direction, you will always hold
a special place in my heart.  I thank
you for sharing with me countless
memories and hope that I have
served you well.  I will miss you all.

Also at this time, I will continue
providing community relations ser-
vices to Manhattan Park residents
at Manhattan Park Management, 30
River Road.

Roosevelt Island residents or
community organizations wishing
to reserve the Manhattan Park The-
ater Club may also reach me at
Manhattan Park Community Rela-
tions, (212) 308-4040.

Wishing you and yours much
happiness.

Marilyn Engstler

To The Community:
When it comes to a crisis, the

residents of Roosevelt Island al-
ways pull together for their own.
It was so wonderfully evident in our
most recent disaster.

To those who gave and to those
who couldn’t, but wanted to, we
truly thank you.

Our special thanks to the Korean
Community, Mark Ponton Corpo-
ration, Roosevelt Island Senior As-
sociation, Julie’s Back Page,
Eastwood Building Committee,
Rivercross Tenants’ Corporation,
the Roosevelt Island Tennis Associa-
tion, and the Island House Task
Force.

Our hearts go out to the families
that were affected by this tragedy.

Again, we thank you for all your
support and generosity.

RIRA Fundraising Committee

To the Editor:
Approximately six months ago

RIOC erected a fence around the
active Southtown playing field.
With this one simple move RIOC
reduced our public facilities, in-
creased our cost of living, and made
the Island less healthy.

Look at the cost of living.  Since
RIOC blocked off the turnaround
just south of Blackwell House, ev-
ery vehicle serving the center of the
Island must travel an extra mile to
complete its trip.  That’s as many
as 4000 vehicles a day.  The stop-
and-go traffic moves at ten miles
to the gallon; the average gasoline
consumption for these 4000 vehicles
amounts to 400 gallons a day or
12,000 gallons a month.  At $1.50 a
gallon, that’s $18,000 a month.

Look at the health factor.  These
vehicles emit carbon dioxide, car-
bon monoxide, nitrogen, formalde-
hyde and particulate matter into the
air that we breathe.

Is there any way that RIOC might
be prevailed upon to restore the
Main Street turnaround?

David Bauer

About subscriptions:  The Main Street WIRE, which is delivered free
to every residential door on Roosevelt Island, does not normally solicit off-Island
subscriptions but, as a courtesy, provides first-class mailing on day of publication.
The cost is $50/year (for about 20-24 issues, published fortnightly September-
May, and less often June-August) to cover postage and materials.  A check
payable to The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address, to The WIRE, 531
Main Street #413, NYC10044.  Most of each edition also appears, with many
archived back issues, on Website NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com.

The Editorial Page

Community
The WIRE often speaks of community in praise of Roosevelt

Island.
In recent days, we’ve seen this spirit of community exem-

plified in ways that can make us all the more proud to live
here.

In response to the September 11 tragedy, the Residents
Association mounted a fund-raising effort.  Led by Vicki
Feinmel, a dedicated group collected funds on the street.  In-
spired by their example and the need, hundreds who live and
work here reached into their wallets and backed their compas-
sion with cash.  The sum, now over $8,000, was a remarkable
outpouring.

Artists put together a window saluting the heroes of the
World Trade Center (see page 3 and, more importantly, the
display in a Rivercross window).

Residents, individually and in groups, visited the Fire De-
partment facility here with gifts of food and their expressions
of condolences.

After September 11, there were gatherings, both planned
and impromptu, in a coming together to mourn, and hope, and
– where appropriate – to celebrate the wonder that is America.
There were dozens of small acts of kindness and caring that
are still felt by those they touched.

And last Sunday, in an event that turned out to be
poignantly connected, there was another community gather-
ing for a remarkable concert featuring a New York City Police
Officer – and put together, appropriately enough, by a commit-
tee led by a retired member of the force, Mary Fitzgerald.  This
event, raising funds for the community’s organ in Good Shep-
herd Chapel, brought in over $8,000.  When it ended, all stand-
ing and joining in America the Beautiful, we knew we had been
present for an extraordinary occasion.

All this – and too much more to mention – in an extraordi-
nary community.

DL
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The
RIRA
Column

Monday
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen-

ing
12:45, Arts & Crafts  (RIDA)

Tuesday
10:00, Jazzercise
1:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well Exercise
10:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (beginner)
11:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (intermediate)
Thursday

10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance Class

Friday
9:00, Citizenship
10:15, Yoga Stretch
10:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (beginner)
11:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (intermediate)
11:00, Stay Well
7:30, Lotto

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Senior Center

Compiled by WIRE staff – Fax information to 755-2540
e-mail ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com

or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com,
fax to 755-2540, or leave copy at the
desk at 531 Main Street, addressed
to The WIRE.  Provide a telephone
number for possible follow-up.

Matthew Katz
RIRA President

e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

Special Events
Fri., Oct. 19, 9:30-11:30, Free Flu

Shots
Wed., Oct. 24, 9:30-11:30, Free

Flu Shots cancelled for this date
and moved to Friday, Oct. 19
and Friday, Nov. 16

Wed., Oct. 24, 11:15, Health
Awareness Lecture (also Oct. 31)

Wed., Oct. 24, 12:30, Oriental
Calligraphy (also Nov. 7 and 21)

Mon., Oct. 29, 10:00, Medical
lecture and blood pressure
screening

Wed., Oct. 31, 7:00, Halloween
Party and Birthday Party

Mon., Nov. 5, 10:30, Crime
Prevention Lecture

Mon., Nov. 12, 11-12:30,
MetroCard Bus

Fri., Nov. 16, 9:30-11:30 a.m.,
Free Flu Shots

Fri., Nov. 30, 9:30-4:30, Cardio-
Vision Program

Home-delivered meals avail-
able: 744-5022, ext. 1203

Mon., Oct. 22, 8:00 p.m., Toastmasters Open House meeting.  For
information, call 795-0396.

Tue., Oct. 23, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Opening Reception for Art Harvest
2001, residents’ annual art exhibit, Coler-Goldwater Hospital South Cam-
pus Auditorium.  Exhibition continues Wed., Oct. 24, through Sun., Oct.
28, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  Free.

Tue., Oct. 23, 6:30 p.m., Book Signing and Discussion with Islander
Bernie Schwartz and Gerald Chatanow, co-authors of Another Time,

Another Place – A Neighborhood
Remembered.

Wed., Oct. 24, 8:00 p.m., Town
Meeting on revised proposal for
Octagon Apartments, with Becker
and Becker Associates (architects)
and City Councilmember Gifford
Miller on ramifications for the

Island’s General Development Plan.
Fri., Oct. 26 (and every Friday), 7-9 p.m., Sketching Session at the

Roosevelt Island Visual Art Association (RIVAA), 546 Main Street, 12th
floor (across from elevator).  Small fee.  For information, call 755-1771.

Sat., Oct. 27, 12 noon, Halloween Parade and Extravaganza.  Meet
at Blackwell House for march to PS/IS 217 for games, food, and music
in the PS217 yard.  (In case of rain, all activities indoors at PS 217.)
Information:  935-3645 or 838-4747.

Mon., Oct. 29, 11:00 a.m., NYS Dormitory Authority Public Hear-
ing on issuance of bonds for purchase, by Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center, of the first Southtown building, Dormitory Authority of-
fices, One Penn Plaza.  Public comment in person or in writing is in-
vited; related materials available at the hearing or at the agency’s offices
in Albany at 515 Broadway.

Tues., Oct. 30, 9:00 a.m., Learning Leader Training Session at PS/
IS 217.  First of 3, all required.  For information, call 980-0294, ext.
2422.

Sat., Nov. 3, next issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Ad-
vertising in the paper, Fri., Oct. 26; decision on stuffers for The Bag,
Mon., Oct. 29, with materials due Thur., Nov. 1.  Future issues:  Nov.
17, Dec. 1, Dec. 15, then every two weeks starting early in January,
2002.  Phone/fax for news, 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertis-
ing inquiries, 751-8214/755-2540; to list your organization’s Island
events here (no charge), fax information to 755-2540, or e-mail
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Tue., Nov. 6, Election Day.  Balloting 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at PS/IS
217.

Wed., Nov. 7, 8:00 p.m., RIRA Common Council Meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Thur., Nov. 8, 6:00 p.m., RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., Nov. 20, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Kindred by Octavia But-
ler, Library.  Advance registration required.

Tue., Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Bodega Dreams by Ernesto
Quinonez, Library.  Advance registration required.

2002
Sat., Jan. 5, all day, Blood Drive, Senior Center, sponsored by RIRA,

the Icla da Silva Foundation, RISA, and the New York Blood Center.
Tue., Jan. 15, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Interpreter of Maladies

by Jhumpa Lahiri, Library.  Advance registration required.
Tue., Feb. 19, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Surfacing by Margaret

Atwood, Library.  Advance registration required.
Tue., Mar. 19, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, The Reader by Bernhard

Schlink, Library.  Advance registration required.
Tue., Apr. 16, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Divine Secrets of the Ya-

Ya Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells, Library.  Advance registration required.

PS/IS 217 Seeking
Volunteers as
Learning Leaders

Learning Leaders are being
sought by the Island school.

In the program, volunteer adults
work one-on-one with students on
their skills in reading, writing,
math, or English, and help in the
library, office, and cafeteria.  On-
site support is provided.

Training sessions, all of which
are required, are scheduled 9:00-
11:00 a.m., October 30, November
1, and November 8, at the school.

To register for the training, call
980-0294, extension 2422.

First Lady Laura Bush, a former
teacher, praised the Learning Lead-
ers program when in New York
September 25.

Goldwater Sets
Art Harvest 2001

Art produced by patients at the
South Campus of Coler-Goldwater
Hospital will be on display Octo-
ber 23-28, under the sponsorship
of the facility’s Department of
Therapeutic Recreation Services.

An opening reception is sched-
uled Tuesday (October 23) from
2:00-4:00 p.m., with exhibit times
daily through Sunday, 10:00-4:00;
with additional hours, 6:00-8:00
p.m., Thursday only.

PS217 Running a
Twin Towers
Penny Harvest

Six days remain in a month-long
Twin Towers Penny Harvest being
run by the City Board of Education
and Common Cents New York.
The goal is to collect as many pen-
nies as possible before Friday,
October 26.

Students from the Roosevelt Is-
land school are participating.  In-
dividuals and classes collecting the
most pennies will receive prizes.

Collecting points include various
stores, the school entrance, and the
Rivercross lobby.

Proceeds will go to aid relief ef-
forts following the September 11
Twin Towers attack.

It’s the Penny Harvest’s ninth year.

Last week, the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation Board of Di-
rectors met for the first time since July.  Not surprisingly, they had a
heavy agenda, and met in executive session for two and a half hours
before convening the public portion of their meeting.  The question of
curtailing Tram hours, which has occupied so many of us for the past
three months, was not on the agenda, but was dealt with up front.

The Chair, Deputy Commissioner Mary Beth Labate, acknowledged the
hundreds of letters and thousands of signatures provided by this community
as “appropriate feedback.”  She affirmed receipt of the resolution adopted
by RIRA that calls on the resident RIOC Board members to introduce the
following resolution:  “It shall be the policy of RIOC to support and guaran-
tee policies which preserve Tramway service at no less than its current ser-
vice levels, with no reduction in hours, staffing or level of maintenance.”
Community Board 8 passed a simi-
lar resolution affirming strong oppo-
sition to any reduction in Tram ser-
vice or hours of operation.  Commis-
sioner Labate stated that the Board
was “not prepared to make a defini-
tive final decision” on the question
of eliminating the third shift.

Resident member David Kraut
stated that the Board would be seek-
ing alternative methods to deal with
the Tram deficit.  One alternative
under discussion is acquiring advertising for the Tram or Tram Plaza.  City
Councilmember Gifford Miller has been fighting to tie the City’s permis-
sion for advertising to an agreement providing the MetroCard for Tram rid-
ers.  RIOC Board member Leo Kaiser suggested cutting token booth hours
on the Manhattan side.  This certainly doesn’t comply with the resolutions
offered by RIRA and CB8, and I fear a slippery slope of service cuts if this
idea were implemented.  Unless this stand-off is resolved or ridership in-
creases to the level of self-sufficiency, I expect we’ll be obliged to mount
this debate yet again sometime in the future.

In other business, the RIOC requests for a Blackwell House grant of
$650,000, and $520,000 for an ecological park, denied last year by the State,
were re-submitted.  I do hope RIOC will not put all its eggs in this one basket
and will pursue other resources while this proposal works its way through
the New York State system.  Scott Weiss of AMEC, RIOC’s representative
in Southtown construction, said that a traffic turn-around just south of 510
Main Street was planned for Southtown when street construction is under
way.  Like you, I wish this could be restored now.  The initial site control
agreement with Becker & Becker
Associates, designated developers
of the Octagon landmark, expired
after six months and has been re-
newed.  Director Kraut mentioned
that his knowledge of the new Oc-
tagon proposal came from The
Main Street WIRE (see October 6
issue), and asked RIOC staff to
keep him better-informed.

I feel that the community also
needs to be kept informed, both as
to the nature of the proposed de-
velopment and the ramifications on
our General Development Plan.  I
spent some ink in the last WIRE is-
sue discussing the pros and cons.

I’m happy to report that a Town
Meeting has been set to address
these concerns.  It will take place
on Wednesday, October 24, at 8:00
P.M. in the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.  RIRA will host Becker
& Becker Associates to present their plans, as well as Councilmember
Gifford Miller, who will consider the implications of changing the Gen-
eral Development Plan (GDP).  No one has tried to amend the GDP in
over ten years, and not since the Board of Estimate was abolished.

Roosevelt Islanders need to ask the basic questions about whether the
GDP needs to be changed to accommodate the Octagon plan, the wis-
dom of amending the plan for this development project, the methods of
changing the GDP, and the “ripple-effect” of changing the GDP.  And
then, we need to examine the Becker plan for the Octagon to see how it
impacts on our Island and to offer advice.  These decisions will affect
the quality of life here for many years to come, and so I urge you to
attend and to ask questions of the participants.  Once the Octagon Park
Apartments attain the requisite approvals and the momentum that comes
with them, it will be hard for us to provide new input.  Let’s take advan-
tage of this exchange of information while we can.

A Tribute
to Heroes
These are two works of
art displayed in the
southernmost window
of Rivercross as a
tribute to the heroes of
September 11 and
after.  They are the
works of Harry Small
(right), Tad Sudol (left),
and (not shown here)
Arline Jacoby, Esther
Piaskowski, and
Maureen Leong, all
members of the
Roosevelt Island Visual
Art Association.

Halloween Parade
Set Next Saturday

Roosevelt Island’s annual
Halloween Parade will kick off at
noon next Saturday from Blackwell
House, and end at PS217, where
games and food will be awaiting the
community’s little (and big) ghouls.

If it rains, everything will be in-
side at the school.
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Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available � Use What You Have

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214 No job too small

Sept. 25 PrimarySept. 25 PrimarySept. 25 PrimarySept. 25 PrimarySept. 25 Primary Oct. 11 RunoffOct. 11 RunoffOct. 11 RunoffOct. 11 RunoffOct. 11 Runoff

 RIRIRIRIRI  RI RI RI RI RI NYC  RIRIRIRIRI  RI RI RI RI RI NYC
votevotevotevotevote   %  %  %  %  %  % votevotevotevotevote   %  %  %  %  %  %**

Mayor - DemMayor - DemMayor - DemMayor - DemMayor - Dem
Green * 286286286286286 35.9 32.0 538538538538538 62.6 52.0
Ferrer 200200200200200 25.1 36.0 322322322322322 37.4 48.0
Vallone 178178178178178 22.4 20.0
Hevesi 126126126126126 15.8 12.0
Spitz   66666  0.8
Votes castVotes castVotes castVotes castVotes cast 796 860

Mayor - RepMayor - RepMayor - RepMayor - RepMayor - Rep
Bloomberg *  4747474747 67.1
Badillo  2323232323 32.9
Votes castVotes castVotes castVotes castVotes cast  70

Public AdvocatePublic AdvocatePublic AdvocatePublic AdvocatePublic Advocate
Gotbaum * 184184184184184 27.9 24.0 506506506506506 66.2 64.0
Siegel 123123123123123 18.7 16.0 258258258258258 33.8 36.0
Colon  6666666666 10.0 16.0
DiBrienza  4848484848  7.3 16.0
Stringer 168168168168168 25.5 16.0
Flaxman  1515151515  2.3
Freed  5555555555  8.3
Votes castVotes castVotes castVotes castVotes cast 659 764

City ComptrollerCity ComptrollerCity ComptrollerCity ComptrollerCity Comptroller
Thompson * 364364364364364 56.0 54.0
Berman 286286286286286 44.0 46.0
Votes castVotes castVotes castVotes castVotes cast 650

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert Tailor
on Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premises

571 Main St.

758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

How Roosevelt Island Voted –
The 2001 Primary and Runoff

*winner  **unofficial; final count still to come

CHINA 1 KITCHEN
Delicious Chinese Health Food

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine
609 Main Street

(212) 588-0806 / 588-0663

Please mention coupon when ordering by phone
One Coupon per Customer

Sweet & Sour Chicken $6
Buy One, Get Second $1 Off

General Tso’s Chicken $6
Buy One, Get Second $1 Off

Fast Free
Delivery
(Minimum $6)
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Dr. John Calabria

Combining floatation and heat, the MASSAGE TIME PRO treats:
Neck & Shoulder Pain • Muscle Spasms & Sprains •
Headaches & Stress • Numbness • Back Pain • Chronic Pain
• Sports Injuries • Auto Accidents • Workers Compensation

FREE

Lexington Chiropractic Associates

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
Oxford, Freedom Plans, Cigna, United Health Care, Aetna,
Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Guardian, Medicare, and many more!

TRY OUR NEW CHIROPRACTIC TECHNIQUES ... THE MASSAGE TIME PRO

� Chiropractic Spinal Health Exam
� Hydro Massage on state-of-the-art

MASSAGE TIME PRO
� Bottle of Multiple Vitamins
� CONTOUR Pillow

while supplies last

Dr. Darren K. Pollack

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

133 E. 58th St., Suite 506
Between Lexington & Park Ave.

(212) 755-1515
and 150 Broadway, Suite 616

Between Liberty Street & Maiden Lane

(212) 406-8555
Holli Nicosia

Massage Therapist

A Friendly Place for Children to open their first account
and start learning how to manage their finances

FEAFEAFEAFEAFEATURESTURESTURESTURESTURES:
LOW $25 Minimum Balance lets you start saving right away

NO Monthly Service Charges
NO Maintenance Fees

BENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITSBENEFITS:
Dividends paid on balances of  $25 or more

Deposit funds in person, by mail, direct deposit or payroll deduction
Access funds by mail, telephone (MON-TALK), or in person

Convenient access to funds and account information 24 hours a day
We recommend that a parent or guardian become joint owners with children under 18.

Call today for more information.
Children opening an account will receive a free gift (while supplies last).

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Whiten Your Teeth
Brighten Your Smile

Home Bleaching Is for You
Call Us!!!

Quality Dentistry for Children and Adults
Lawrence M Itskowitch, DDS, PC

501 Main Street, Roosevelt Island

752-8722
Mon & Fri 9-6, Tue & Wed 12-5, Thur 3-7

Evening hours:  Tue., Wed. 6-9
**Dental Insurance Accepted Toward Payment**
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ISLAND KIDS  – Open registration for adult, toddler,
and big-kid classes.  Brochures available at Island
Kids and Public Safety.  Call Gina at (212) 758-8408
with questions.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / CERTIFIED
REFLEXOLOGIST – Island resident Diana Brill.
Gift certificates available.   (212) 759-9042.

ELDER LAW  – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning,
Nursing Home Matters, Estate Planning, and Living
Wills.  Free Home Consultation.  Steven M. Ratner,
Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY.  (212)
754-9117.

VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHY  – Weddings, great
packages for your event.  (212) 308-4022.

DAISY DOODLE CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT
Magic, characters, dance, facepainting, balloons.
Professional.  (212) 501-4828.

Classified

Live Piano

RIDE
FREE

Fri & Sat eve
(Kitchen open till 1AM)

Italian Grill

Free Token!
Minimum $12 purchase, limit one per person.

Not to be combined with other offers.

60th Street & 2nd Avenue

FAVIA

Brick Oven Pizza
Items Grilled & Baked

Broiled SeafoodFresh Pasta$3 Draft Beer

Ride the Tram home free after dining at Favia
Minimum purchase of $12
Limit one per person
Subject to proof of valid residency

“GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions
that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”

-New York Times

“Best Pizza in NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it’s light.”

-NY Daily News

Roosevelt

Islanders

Day & eve Overnight
5am-midn 12:01am-5am

Oct S 20 S S
S 21 S S
M 22 S S
T 23 S F
W 24 S F
T 25 S F
F 26 S F
S 27 S S
S 28 S S
M 29 S S
T 30 S F
W 31 S F

Nov T 1 S F
F 2 S F

All service via Sixth Avenue

S
S

F

S

F

The Subway

FLAG FOOTBALL  In the Youth Program’s Flag Foot-
ball League 12-14 Division, the Raiders and the Giants are
tied for first place after three weeks of play.  After both teams
opened the season with two victories each, they met on Sat-
urday, October 13, and battled to a 19-19 tie.  After a 7-7
first half tie, the Giants opened a 19-7 lead, only to have the
Raiders come back to tie the game late in the second half.
The Jets won their first game of the season on October 13,
defeating the Broncos, as Matthew Brodsky, Maurel Clark,
Richard DeLaCruz, and Le-Quan Francis all had outstand-
ing games for the Jets.

SOCCER  The standings in the Soccer League after three
weeks in the Minor Division (ages 7-8), Junior Division (ages
9-10), and the Senior Division (ages 11-14):

Minor Division W L T Pts
Red (B) 3 0 - 6
Blue (C) 2 1 - 4
Yellow (A) 1 2 - 2
Green (D) 0 3 - 0

Junior Division W L T Pts
Blue (B) 2 1 - 4
Green (C) 1 0 2 4
Red (D) 1 1 1 3
Yellow (A) 0 2 1 1

Senior Division W L T Pts
Red (C) 3 0 - 6
Green (B) 2 1 - 4
Yellow (D) 0 2 1 1
Blue (A) 0 2 1 1

In the Minor Division, the first-place Red Team has been
led by the outstanding play of Ussama Boutleb, Daniel Ruiz
and Eric Michels.  The second-place Blue Team has received
strong play from Javon Perry, Michelle Holland, Thomas
Diamond and Graham McMillan.  The Yellow Team, which
is in third place, has been led by the superb play of Madhi
Ladjouzi, Andrew White, Austin Cure and Nathaniel
Henderson, while the Green Team has received strong play
from Jared Rosenthal, Weston Gurlach and Vinicius Maluly.

In the Junior Division, Anass Dorani, Bertrand Oubida and
Marco Oydanich have led the Blue Team into first place at
the halfway point of the season, while the Green Team is in
second place behind the goaltending of Reid Cure and Tulga
Enhsaihan, and the scoring of Nikola Gak. The Red Team
have been led by the strong play of Alex Beola, Sammy Johns,
Ahmed Aboulezz, Diana Folla and Beatrice Ajero, and the
Yellow Team has received superb play from Alex Pinks,
Justus Burgos, and Brandon and Pascal Atangana.

In the Senior Division, the first place Red Team looks like
the team to beat, led by the inspired play of their goalie, Ilija
Trojanovic, with strong support from Ussama Al-Zatari, Ja-
son Fell, Alessandro Matillo, and Elliot Levine. The Green
Team, which is in second place, has received outstanding
play from Chris Sullivan, Rafik Mrabik, Thomas Herlihy,
Eyosas Tadesse and Olivia Callender. The Blue Team has
been led by the strong play of Seif Dorani, Stephanie
Maikarfi, Hugo Genes and Sid Mennon, while the Yellow
Team has received superb play from Omani Guy, David
Malary, Klaus Lucas and Kwaime Phillips.

Clip
&Carr

y

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt
service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper 1-917-483-1020.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  –
Dolores Green.  (212) 223-4077.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE
– Ongoing registration for dance  and theater
classes.    (212) 371-4449.  Unique or period clothing
& furniture gladly accepted.

START YOUR OWN HOME-BASED BUSINESS .
Herbal and Skin Care Products.  Call
1-917-705-4606.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER – Excellent references.
Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214.

VACATION IN PEACE  – Will feed and play with
your cat, water your plants, send you your mail, etc.
(212) 751-8214.

Only 50¢/word
751-8214

Deadline for Nov. 3 issue:  Oct. 29
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

Wheelchair and
Scooter Service
Your authorized repair & sales

experts.  Fast pick-up and delivery.

Serving the New York
Community for 51 Years

144-67 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354

718-463-3800

Miller, who represents the Island.  Miller has
said he would consider the idea, but only if
linked to making MetroCard transfers avail-
able to and from the Tramway.

Kayser said, “If we could get the support
of our elected representatives to make it
easier for us to get advertising revenue and
not tie it to something that’s going to drain
off our resources otherwise – we already
have a substantial gap – it would be helpful
[in] preserving those hours.  People [who]
want to preserve the hours [should] ask the
elected representatives to give us a freer hand
to increase revenue from advertising.”

Kayser, who, like other Board members,
had read residents’ comments submitted dur-
ing the summer, praised some suggestions
such as eliminating a token-booth clerk at
the Manhattan station during certain hours,
but then criticized a segment of community
reaction to the possibility of cuts as saying,
“We don’t care about the problems you have
on operating deficits.  We don’t want you to
look at any adjustments that you can make
to preserve those hours – just preserve them
come hell or high water.”  Kayser said, “That
kind of attitude is to me not constructive, and
doesn’t take into account balancing all sorts
of priorities which this Board has an obliga-
tion to do.”  He added, “A little cooperation
and some flexibility on things, in terms of
the economics, would be very helpful from
this community, and would show a maturity
from the community in terms of recognition
of economic realities.

“If we’re barred from doing that [selling
advertising on the Tram and Tramway sta-
tion],” Kayser said, “it makes it more diffi-
cult to keep these hours.  The vast consen-
sus of the Island is to maintain those hours.
We all have a common objective, and the
question is how to go about doing it.”

Ali from page 1
vince Islam that they have enough to make a
down payment.  He says she is constantly
nagging him to buy a house and a car.   “We
don’t have any children so I see no need to
buy a car.  If we have children, I will buy a
car,” says Islam.   As for a house, he is not
too sure.  “We will see.”

Not one for planning for the long term,
Islam is happy to live life on a day-to-day
basis.  “When and if I retire, I may go back
to Bangladesh,” he says.  “I miss my par-
ents.”  In the two decades that Islam has lived
away from his hometown, he has been back
seven times, including once to get married
and escort his spouse here.

There is not much time off to miss his par-
ents.  Islam works six full days a week.  On
his single day off, he watches television and
reads Bengali novels.  “I hate cooking,” says
Islam.  “I see and smell food all day long and I
don’t like to be around the kitchen after that.”

His employer seems to have plans for
him, though.  “I think he may eventually

not she continues to serve as secretary.  They claim the RIRA constitution is firm on the
point and, on a motion by former First Vice President Joan Christianson, have been calling
for Helstien’s removal.

Four Council members adhering to that position were absent, attending a meeting of the
Landmarks Committee of Community Board 8.  They included Stewart, Deirdre Breslin,
Judith Berdy, and Nneka Pope.  They had asked for a rescheduling of the meeting so they
could attend, but Katz declined the request, saying he had already rescheduled it once, and
had received no prior notice of Roosevelt Island landmarks being on the agenda.

The Common Council is almost evenly divided between supporters of Katz and Stewart.
Thus, whether or not Helstien can vote might be a factor in Council decisions about matters
on Katz’s agenda.

At Monday’s aborted session, First Vice President Byron Gaspard, who was Katz’s run-
ning mate, appeared only long enough to read a statement of his view that the meeting had
not been called with adequate notice; he left to keep a quorum from being counted.

One of Katz’s campaign planks called for work to revise the RIRA constitution on sev-
eral points, partly to remove ambiguities, and partly to bring it up to date.  Among other
things, he wants the Council to consider whether nearly half the votes on the Common
Council should be held by non-elected delegates from other organizations.  Stewart, for
example, has a vote on the Council by virtue of his membership on the RIOC Board of
Directors, having also lost his bid to represent Island House, a campaign he ran in parallel
with his bid for a third term as RIRA President.  Others have voting rights because they
represent the Roosevelt Island Council of Organizations (RICO).

Another former RIRA President, Nneka Pope, votes at RIRA Council meetings by virtue
of her appointment to Community Board 8 by Manhattan Borough President C. Virginia
Fields, having lost her vote as an Eastwood representative when she moved to Rivercross.
One of Katz’s proposed constitutional revisions would allow elected representatives who
change buildings to retain their voting rights until the end of their term.  Under such a
change Pope would have retained her elective vote, as would Helstien.  Constitutional changes
require time, however, being subject to resident approval at a Town Meeting.

RIRA from page 1

Tram from page 1
Resident Board member David Kraut said,

“It is, in the end, about money.  It costs
money to run the Tram, and it’s very easy to
make a financial case that at least one shift
costs too much, despite the fact that, if we
did away with it, it would work a significant
hardship on this community.”

Kraut said he had called Councilmember
Miller about the advertising idea “to ask him
to expand on his comments in the public
meeting held here on August 1.  He told me
that he remained firm in his position that any
advertising on the Tram would have to be
tied in directly to his long-term goal, and a
dream I share, of getting the Tram tied in to
MetroCard, something we haven’t been able
to proceed on to this point because it’s too
expensive.  It seems apparent to us that one
way to increase the revenue on the Tram is
to put advertising on the Tram and/or, pref-
erably, on the Tram platform in Manhattan.
There is a large potential for advertising rev-
enue from these two sources...

“Gifford feels that an increase in expenses
would be mitigated by the amount we would
charge for advertising, and also the fact that
use of the MetroCard would tend to raise
Tram usage.  Our [RIOC] staff sees the num-
bers one way.  Gifford sees the potential
another way.

“I think there’s a sense that people are
drawing lines in the sand here.  There’s no
such thing as a line in the sand on a Roosevelt
Island issue.  [When I hear that,] that’s when
I say, ‘OK, now we can start [having con-
structive discussions].’”

Kraut continued, “The next step is to get
as many people that have relevant parts to
play at a meeting, a real meeting, not just a
yelling meeting, but a meeting bound to get
something done... to figure out what we can
negotiate.  That’s where it stands right now.”

become a full-time manager, so I give him
a chance here.  It gives me a break and Ali
has proven himself to be an honest, trust-
worthy man.  All good adjectives you can
think of – dedicated, punctual, pleasant –
can be applied to Ali.”

“Ali is very important to Trellis.  People
ask where he is stationed and like to be
served by him,” says Barbara Tzoulis, a co-
worker.  “He treats this restaurant like his
home.  He is a good worker and I have never
had any problems with him in the four years
that I have worked here.”

Regular customers are also happy to be
served by Islam or Ali, as they know him.
“He is very personable and goes out of his
way to make dining here a good experience,”
said Monique Trebot, a Rivercross resident
who dines at the Trellis frequently.

“Ali is very good,” said Marian Wolfson,
who eats two meals a day at the Trellis ev-
ery day.  “Even on days when it is busy here,
he smiles.”
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122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Have a happy and
healthy school year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere  – Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

See and sample:
• Lux 9000  – equipped with seven layers of true HEPA filtra-

tion, this system’s technology complies with what the Asthma
and Allergy Foundation recommends for eliminating airborne
irritants such as pet dander, dust mites, mold, mildew and
cockroach debris.

• Floor Pro  – a multi-function sys-
tem and pioneer of the dry circular
foam method of carpet and rug sham-
pooing that will extend the life of and
lustre of your carpet.  It has an incred-
ibly short drying time of only 1 to 2
hours and eliminates the problem of
mold and mildew build-up with our dry foam.  It can also pro-
vide a high quality shine to bare and waxed and non-waxed
floors, by simply changing brushes.

These are only two of our outstanding offerings; I would be
happy to show you our complete line of products when you
contact me.  There is no obligation.  If you decide that now is
the time for your household to breathe clean air, note also that
the Home Outreach Program  includes our customary flexible
payment plans and trade-ins available.

Note that you are entitled to a FREE INSPECTION of your
vacuum cleaner, any make.

Sincerely,
Mr. Sekanyo
Sales Representative

ELECTROLUX L.L.C.
142 West 23rd Street

New York 10011
Telephone (212) 255-5535
Cell phone 1-917-330-1630

THE THRIFT SHOP

Spectacular Winter Coat Sale
Prices that will warm your heart

Also
1/2 price on all

white-ticket clothes

Come visit us
at 520 Main Street

Monday-Saturday 12-7:30

THE THRIFT SHOP
486-8958


