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Town Meeting

Residents Oppose Separate
Parking for Octagon Apartments

Residents speaking at last week’
Town Meeting to review plans for
apartments at Octagon Park wer
almost unanimously negative to
ward the idea of an on-site parkin
structure under raised tennis court

Some were negative abou
changing the Island’s General De
velopment Plan (GDP) —a kind o
zoning that's part of the Lease un
der which the State is developin
this City property — that would re-
duce the available area that mig

one day be accessible parkland. At last week's Town Meeting. Beck 4 Becker <h Becdkerﬁndt Becktfert/;ﬁsociateél
Becker and BeCker, the devel ast week's Iown lvVleeting, becker an ecker snowed photos o IS moae

7" of a renovated Octagon with added wings, the combination housing some 450
oper recently granted an extensioBpartments in an 80/20 ratio — 80% market-rate, 20% “affordable”.
of site control, pointed out that their

plan would actually increase theable by residents or the public. herd that his planners have been
amount of parkland available be- As reported in previous issues ofidvised by the Roosevelt Island
cause at present so much of the ar§de WIREthe plan would provide Operating Corporation (RIOC) that

around the landmarked Octagomup to 450 apartments, 20% ofparking spaces in Motorgate are
tower ruin is overgrown and unus-which would be “affordable” under spoken for and are unavailable for
State guidelines, with 80% rentingtenants of the new development.
at market rates. But resident after resident urged

] I " A full transcript of the Town other solutions: An arrangement
It S DafdeII Day; and Other Brlefs Meeting is available oWebsite with Coler Hospital, an expansion

It's Daffodil Day on Roosevelt  Participants are asked to gatheManhattan Park, PS 217, and variNYC10044atwww.nyc10044.com. of Motorgate into the quadrant not
Island. The City of Rotterdam and at 9:00 a.m. at the Chapel of theus City agencies, including the Bruce Becker told those attendyet built, added floors on
other Dutch cities and companies3ood Shepherd in what could turrParks Department. ing the Wednesday night meetingviotorgate, or no parking at all.
have donated a million bulbs to liftout to be a kind of mini-Roosevelt Christmas Lights for the Is- in the Chapel of the Good Shep- See Octagon , page 8
the spirits of New Yorkers after thelsland Day. Planting equipmentiand? The Island’s Chamber of
September 11 disaster, andavill be provided. Commerce is trying to round up fi-
Roosevelt Island is planting its al- The Historical Society is spon-nancial support from Island orga- : : :
location today (Saturday, Novem-soring the activity with the coop- nizations for strings of lights acrossP U b I | C Safety | n Se I'I O US
ber 3). Planting areas range nearlgration of RIOC, Housing Manage-Main Street during the holiday sea-

the length of the Island. ment, Rivercross, the Garden Clubson. (See letter, 2, f I
° i eraoen hage. 2z renvertime for Terror Alert

Margery Rubin and Susheel Kurien
Kids of all ages turned out for last Saturday’s Halloween Parade and spooky
festivities. More photos on pages 6 and 7 and on Website NYC10044.

: : An Alert Concierge at 30 River .
Credit Union Employee Charged, Road was responsible for the apETY Sees Residents Concerned, But Calm
. : : . prehension of a couple of thieves by Robert Laux-Bachand Patrick Siconolfi, RIOC’s chief
F|red, In Case Of MISSIng Funds who, after working in an apartment, New York’s heightened state offinancial officer, said the money for

A Montauk Credit Union em- vised the branch’s coordinator, walked off with a number of items. security comes with a heavy pricenow is coming from the agency’s
ployee has been arrested andho has been making daily reports he concierge saw them stuffingBridge checkpoints and added pogeneral fund, but that RIOC hopes
charged with grand larceny after ghat safe total was accurate and althe loot down their pants and, whettice protection for the subways,to obtain reimbursement from Fed-
surprise audit of reserfiends inthe funds accounted for. The branch'd1e challenged them, they surrenpublic places, and other possibleral and State appropriations that
safe of the Roosevelt Island office. coordinator informed the auditor dered a Iaptop Computer, then flederrorist targets — the most visiblewill be available for responding

Luz Reyes has been dismissed bthat those funds had been missingn foot with a porter and handymarsigns of the post-September 1hgencies. There’s nothing definite
Montauk, and is accused of takingsince May 2001, since former emin hot pursuit. When they weresiege — have meant long workdayget, he added.
$21,077. She has been released pioyee left the Credit Union. Thecaught near the subway stationfor officers and extra costs for pub- The 12-hour shift is actually a
her own recognizance, with a couruditor then requested NYPD, andhey still had a camera and a CDic agencies. reduction from the first dayS of the

date set for January 10. Chargethe branch’s coordinator was player. ~ OnRooseveltisland, 34 officers emergency, when James Fry, the
were filed by the Manhattan Dis-transported to 114th Pct. so detec- Seven Coler-Goldwater Resi- nearly the whole uniformed staff ofdirector of public safety, and his

trict Attorney’s office. Reyes is tives could interview her. dentswill participate in Sunday’s the Public Safety Department, areleputy, Rene Bryan, were alternat-
represented by a Lega| Aid attor- The Public Safety B|otter, a full New YOkalty Marathon. The Work!n.g 12'.hOUr Sh|ftS, aCCOfdlng!ng 24-hour shifts. “We were Wprk-
ney; neither could be reached foreport of incidents to which Public team consists of two women ando officialswith the Roosevelt Island ing 24 hours so we had the officers
comment by press time. Safety has responded, is availabléve men, three of whom will be Operating Corporation (RIOC). Theworking 16 hours,” Fry said. “Af-
On Tuesday, Montauk Control-on Website NYC100449n the Using hand-crank devices designedvertime amounts to betweerter the first week, we switched that

ler Lou Jimenez toldhe WIRE Internet atww.nyc10044.com. See Briefs , page 6 $12,000and$13,000 per week. See Public Safety , page 9
“This is an internal issue that has

no bearing on the safety of mem-
ber funds or the soundness of théSIanderS

institution. We are fully insured, ; ; . ; ; ;
and deposis are msured by dAITISE Marika Bordes: Finding a Story in the Wood
National Credit Union Administra-
tion.” He added, “This is an event . by Francine Lange _
that opens up your eyes a little bit. When Marika Bordes needs inspiration and materials for her art, |
It's an unfortunate set of circum-gets them from under the ground.
stances.” The faces, figures and masks in her sculptures emerge from tree r
The full text of the Public Safety A native of Haiti, she calls herself a “story builder,” and explains w
report on the matter reads as followsshe uses that medium. “It's the essence of the tree,” she says, then sw
10/17, Credit Union, 559 Main to her own language to elaborate: “C’est une matiere vivarnites”
Street. Grand Larceny. V.P. ofliving matter.
Operations of Montauk Credit For Bordes, now an Island resident whose most recent work is on
Union requested PSD’s presenc®lay through November 15 in Westview's gallery window at 625 Mz
at their location, relating to large Street, creating meaning from outwardly chaotic situations is not n
amount of funds missing from theHer artistic vision stirred when she was a child. She recalls helping
safe. Sgt. responded, spoke witAuns in the convent boarding school she attended in Canada. Whe
the afore-mentioned officer, as welschool had an event or special function, she would help arrange the r
as CPA Auditor for the Union. Theand decorations.ater, in various jobs in Canada and back in Haiti, she
latter stated he had completed ghe same, to the amazement and delight of her colleagues. She also us
“surprise” audit of Credit Union’s  artistic touch to oversee the building of her house in Haiti and transfor
safe and upon completion had displain gardens of the Canadian Embassy residence into an exotic parag
covered US$21,077.00 missing Although Bordes has been Working_in_wood for only five years, "8 P——
and unaccounted for from thecreative flame that sparks her other activities burns confidently high WygRka Bordes uses a mallet and metal gouge to shape a wood sculpture in this
branch’s reserve. The auditor ad- See Bordes , page 5 photo taken in her studio in Haiti.
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The Editorial Page

Insight

At last week’s Town Meeting on the plan for apartments at
the Octagon site, one resident put forth a succinct explanation
of this community’s suspicious attitude toward RIOC, and the
importance of the General Development Plan.

His remarks were greeted with lusty applause, and they
deserve a wider audience, which we're happy to provide here.

The voice is that of John Dougherty, an Island House resi-
dent who's been here a dozen years:

I want to take one twist on the question of governance. Those
of us who moved to Roosevelt Island became shareholders in a
dream in the most tangible way possible. We moved here, we
raised children here, we built community.

In the last few years — the last five or six years — there’s
grown up some antagonism between the community and the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation. That's because it has
seemed to many of us that the Operating Corporation has not
always acted in the interest of fostering community, and in fact
has sometimes acted in ways that seemed detrimental to the
fostering of a community here.

That's why we tend to hold onto the General Development
Plan as a kind of Holy Grail, because it's our only means of
exerting a counter-pressure to make sure the community remains
a livable community. And anything that invades — particu-
larly an amendment to the plan that begins to invade parkland
—that takes a facility out of usage that is in general usage in the
community — raises within us a suspicion that once again the
livability of the community is being set aside.

So | urge Becker and Becker to take a very careful look at
how to proceed with their plan in a way that does not go against
the spirit of the General Development Plan, recognizing that is
the way that we maintain our stake in the livability of this com-
munity.

As well as anything could, Dougherty’s understanding of
the situation here demonstrates this community’s readiness to
take over management of Roosevelt Island. As a community of
people, we have the depth on the bench, the insight, the tal-
ents, and the will — as evidenced by two referendums that en-
dorsed the idea of an elected RIOC Board overseeing profes-
sional management.

Now all we need is for Albany to see the obvious.

Keeping On

The post-September 11 period has not been a kind one for
The WIRE. Advertising is down, and with advertising goes
income. This 12-page issue carries enough advertising to sup-
port only an 8-page edition, but we just couldn’t drop four pages
of important news and those Halloween photos.

We’'re counting on readers, once again, as we bear down on
the deadline for a Thanksgiving Business-Card issue. Your
response will help The WIRE keep on keeping on.

Thanks.

DL
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[etters

To the Editor: To the Editor: To the Editor:

| write in reference to your ar- Many a latter-day Columbus has Of course Leo Kayser is right: “It's
ticle “No Quorum at RIRA Meet- arrived on these shores thrilled taeeconomics.” So why doesn’t he or
ing” in the October 20 issue. be in New York. Underlying this anyone else go after the person who

This is just a simple observation joy, however, is a foreboding, fu-illegally (in violation of the GDP) has

1. I was born in Europe elled by the gratuitous scenes ofithheld five years of our State sub-

2. |live on Roosevelt Island  violence aired on TV and moviesidies — Governor Pataki?

3. I stand for, and am successfuscreens, the world over. Some of The census shows that we've
in gaining Political office on us foreigners have had the goodrown to 9.500 residents. That's not
Roosevelt Island under thefortune to escape this trauma byhe 16,000 that the GDP states would
auspicies that | live on the Island.making a landfall on Roosevelt Is-permit the State to end its subsidies.

4. 1 move to Brooklyn. land; a sylvan setting from which What is it about Pataki that makes

5. As | am not in the same situawe cast our untroubled gaze on th@im immune from law while his pup-
tion as | was elected, | surely giveboroughs trying to box us in. pets on RIOC try to replace the sto-
up my office and stand at the next Over the years, | have often won{en money by cutting Tram hours?
election under my different crite- dered what it is about this Island Pataki had a staffer tell me that
ria. that pleases me most but recerit was RIOC’s job to clean the

The first person who should haveevents have made that self-apparstreets and the name of the engi-
seen this logic is the President oent. It springs to my attention, thaineer in charge. So why have pa-
RIRA. If Mr. Katz would like to over the past five years | have alpers been unremoved from Main
change the RIRA constitution, therways encountered the friendliesiStreet since at least February?
change it first and then apply thefaces at our local post office. Per- Why doesn't active, intelligent Leo
changes. Do not attempt to changbaps their contribution is not asKayser clear up these two problems?
the constitution just to get his wifedramatic as that of the fire depart- Why doesn’t RIRA sue Pataki as
voting rights which morally she ob- ment or the police force but ourEd Koch advised?
viously does not have. small band of postal workers re- |love living in a place with such

Further, | never read anything inports for work every day with the strong community ties, recognized
Mr. Katz's regular column in the same Anthrax threat hanging oveas the most integrated place in the
same issue about his running mattheir heads as those establishmentgorld. But does that mean that it
refusing to stay at the meeting andavhich are spotlighted daily on ourhas to be the most spineless place
allow a quorum to be counted. ThisTV sets. in the world?
is slime-ball politics. | therefore respectfully call on all

| live in Manhattan Park. Ms. Roosevelt Islanders to acknowl-
Helstien was elected to the Resiedge the services of the friendliest | atters deadline for
dents Association to represent mepost office in New York. My wish .

I voted for her because she lived inis that we will never have to light NOV. 17 issue: Nov. 12
Manhattan Park. If she had livedcandles and place flowers outside Letters received after deadline
in Westview when she ran, | wouldtheir door. will be considered on a
not have voted for her because she space-available basis
would be unable to represent me

as a Manhattan Parker. Sten- To the Community:

notrepresent me because she doesThe Roosevelt Island Chamber of Commerce was asked to organize
not live in Manhattan Park. Shethe installation of holiday lights across Main Street.

should do the honorable thing and After a thorough survey of the cost we realized that the Roosevelt Is-
stand down because she is tryintand Chamber of Commerce did not have the funds to do the job alone
to be a politician without a constitu- | came up with the idea that this would be a great time if all the organi-
ency. The fact that she was votedations on Roosevelt Island could participate in this project to bring a
Secretary of the Association hadittle joy to the community, especially in view of the terrible events of
nothing to do with it. Elect a newSeptember 11.

Secretary who has a real constitu- In this spirit we are asking each organization, including RIOC, Public
ency and who was voted for intoSafety, and the two Housing Management companies, to either sponsor
that position. string oflights or join with other organizations to sponsor lights or figures.

| would also like to thank Ms. Each string of lights across Main Street will cost $500. Lights, angels,
Helstien for her community spirit snowmen, or other figures attached to the light poles cost $250 each. O
and for the work she has done sthe Eastwood side of Main Street there are 16 light poles. On the wes
far for the community. If | live in side there are 11 polesfekl a combination of 10 to 12 strings and figures
Westview at the time of the nextwill make Main Street beautiful. This includes all religious symbols.
election, | would probably vote for Time is of the essence as we must have an answer by November 14.
her. Thanks for your consideration of this community project.

If possible, | would like my name Julie Palermo, President
and address to be witheld. Chamber of Commerce

Name Withheld (212)935-8779/ 1-646-226-6671

Frances Salten

Peter E. R. Cross

Be part of The WIRE's

Thanksgiving Business Card Issue

Do it to advertise your service
Do it to advertise your business
Or just to support The WIRE

Only $35 prepaid (3.5 x 2.0 inches)

Send your card and your check,
payable to The WIRE, to:
The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

Cards will run slightly reduced to 3.3w x 1.8h. The word retired will be added, if you wish.
You may type or write additional information on your card, if appropriate, to indicate the nature of your work,
or provide brief separate copy to be added by The WIRE to an open spot on the card.
Want to send a greeting or advertise a service? No card? Provide brief copy and we'll set it up.

DEADLINE « Wednesday, November 7 + DEADLINE

Send it in now while you're thinking about it,
and show your support for The WIRE

If you prefer not to publish a business card but would like to support The WIRE,

contribute $20 and have your name on a list that will accompany the business cards.
Thank you for supporting The Main Street WIRE, Roosevelt Island’s Community Newspaper.




COMING UP

Compiled by WIRE staff — Fax information to 755-2540
e-mail ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com
or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com

Now through Nov. 3Q UNICEF Window DisplayRivercross win-
dow gallery.

Tue., Nov. § Election Day. Balloting to 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. at PS
IS 217.

Wed., Nov. 7 8:00 p.m.RIRA Common Council Meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.

Thur., Nov. 8, 8:00 p.m.,.Emergency Readiness Workshopvith
Shauli Lev of Israel, co-author &urvival a security and self-defens
manual, Main Street Theatre (en:
trance behind hardware/video store
or Cultural Center entrance on Mair
Street). Free.

Thur., Nov. 8, Postponed to No
vember 15: RIOC Board of Di-

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
Editor@MainStreetWIRE.com, fax to
755-2540, or leave copy at the desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to The
WIRE. Provide a telephone number
for possible follow-up.

low.)
Mon., Nov. 12 8:00 p.m.Roosevelt Island Toastmaster3Nestview
Community Room, 625 Main Street.

Tue., Nov. 13 7:00 p.m. Author Program at the Library, featuring

Linda Fairstein discussing her latest mystéditye Deadhouseén which
Roosevelt Island is an important setting.

Thur., Nov. 15, 5:30 p.m.RIOC Board of Directors meeting, Chapel
of the Good Shepherd. Meeting typically begins with a private ex
tive session running 1-2 hours, followed by public meeting. Member
the public may address the Board following the formal meeting.

Sat., Nov. 17 next issue oThe Main Street WIRE Deadlines: Ad-
vertising in the paper, Fri., Nov. 9; decision on stuffersTioe Bag,
Mon., Nov. 12, with materials due Thur., Nov. Faiture issues: Dec.
1, Dec. 15, then every two weeks starting early in January, Z0@she
fax for news,826-905%755-2540; phone/fax for advertising inquiries,
751-82147552540; to list your organization’s Island events here (n
charge), fax information to 755-254Q0 or e-mail
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Sat., Nov. 17 10:00 a.m.Roosevelt Island Walking Tour, led by
Judy Berdy. Meet at the Library.

Tue., Nov. 20 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionKindredby Octavia But-
ler, Library. Advance registration required.

Fri., Dec. 14 7:30 p.m.,A Christmas Concert with tenor Daniel
Rodriguez and the cast Bfoadway Magi¢c Chapel of the Good Shep
herd; fund-raiser for Chapel organ. Tickets $20; $15 for seniors
disabled, available after Catholic services Friday and Saturday. In

by

rectors meeting. (See listing be- |

they Chair of the English Depart- City Councilmember Gifford
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Last week | returned home from Manhattan on the Tram late one after-
noon. There were several people in wheelchairs waiting for the elevator

Ruth Limmer

Ruth Limmer, a longtime resi- at Tram Plaza. | walked up the stairs to inquire about the elevators, only
dent of Roosevelt Island, diedto be informed that both the primary car and the wheelchair backup were
shortly after midnight on Wednes-not functioning. | asked the token booth attendant what the contingency
day (October 31).

plan was, only to be informed that there was none.

The only alternative for someone in a heavy motorized chair is to get
over to the subway and hope all the elevators there are working, or tak
the bus into Queens, change for the Q102, and hope all the wheelchai
lifts are working. There must be a better way.

Since then, | have called the Tram telephone number twice and left
messages for Minnie. Neither message has been answered. | understal
from several RIOC sources that the two Manhattan Tram elevators have

been “on-again-off-again” for the

past week (I’'m writing this on Tues-

day, the 30th). Today, | spoke t The
Column

Vincent Kopecki, chief RIOC en-
gineer, and voiced my concern
He said he would ask the Tra
people to inform him immediately
when both elevators were out o
order, and that he would investigat
assigning a red bus during that pg-
riod. This seems like an excellent
plan, and | asked Vinnie to let me
know when it was in place so that | could tell you.

| want to commend the many Roosevelt Islanders who were able to
attend the Town Meeting on October 24 to discuss the Octagon develop
She was born November 23 ment. |thought the quality of your questions and remarks was very high,

ights. She was a 15-year residersince May of 1999. At the conclusion of the meeting, Bruce Becker,
ivercross. president of the firm seeking to build the apartment complex, echoed
She attended Brooklyn Collegethose sentiments.
for her BA degree, then shifted to The Becker & Becker Associates (BBA) presentation was as profes-
Mills College in Oakland, Califor- sional as always, and reflected the community input from previous sit-
nia, where she earned an MA in Endowns. If there was any consensus on the details of the plan from the
glish and Writing. many residents attending, it was that the proposal to build a parking ga
Coming out of school she fol- rage under raised tennis courts wa
Rwed the usual route of the recena terrible idea. Speaker afte
graduate, becoming an editor aspeaker, including some tennis
McGraw Hill. She soon determinedplayers and some car owners, dq
to follow her bent as a born teachergried the plan for more parking, cit
serving a 20-year period as a Proing Motorgate’s capacity for man
fessor of English and Writing atadditional vehicles and the delete
Western College for Women inrious impact on both adult and
Oxford, Ohio. In 1974 she becamechildren’s tennis.

e}%i?, in Manhattan’s Washingtonknowledgeable and very useful to the debate that has swirled about u
0

See Limmer , page 9 Miller discussed the necessity an

mation and tickets751-1347
Tue., Dec. 186:30 p.m.Book DiscussionBodega DreamBy Ernesto
Quinonez, Library. Advance registration required.
2002

for- mechanism of amending the Ge
eral Development Plan (GDP) td

Theresa MCC&nn accommodate this project. Therq

Theresa Ann McCann died Iasthas been discussion as to wheth

Sat., Jan. 5 all day,Blood Drive, Senior Center, sponsored by RIRAWeek at age 73.

the Icla da Silva Foundation, RISA, and the New York Blood Center. The sister of Rev. Luke McCann,

Tue., Jan. 15 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion Interpreter of Maladies priest of the Island’s Catholic par
by Jhumpa Lahiri, Library. Advance registration required. ish, she leaves her brother and se

Tue., Feb. 19 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion Surfacingby Margaret eral nieces and nephews.
Atwood, Library. Advance registration required.

Tue., Mar. 19, 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionThe Readeby Bernhard
Schlink, Library. Advance registration required.

Tue., Apr. 16, 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionDivine Secrets of the Ya-
Ya Sisterhooly Rebecca Wells, Library. Advance registration require

Tue., May. 21, 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionCold Mountairby Charles
Frazier, Library. Advance registration required.

Tue., June 186:30 p.m.Book DiscussionMemoirs of a Geishhay
Arthur Golden, Library. Advance registration required.

Tue., July 23 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion The Orchid Thieby Su-
san Orlean, Library. Advance registration required.

Senior Center

Monday

10_:30,Blood Pressure Screen- SpeCIaI Events

Mon., Nov. 5 10:30, Crime
Prevention

Wed., Nov. 7 12:15, Health
Awareness Lecture

Wed., Nov. 7 12:30, Oriental
Calligraphy (also Nov. 21)

Thur., Nov. 8, 11:00,Stop &
Shop trip

Mon., Nov. 12 11-12:30,
MetroCard Bus

Wed., Nov. 14 Atlantic City trip

ing
12:45,Arts & Crafts (RIDA)
Tuesday
10:00,Jazzercise
1:30,Games(RISA)
Wednesday
9:15,Stay Well Exercise
10:00,English as 2nd Lan-
guage(beginner)
11:00,English as 2nd Lan-
guage(intermediate)

At Sunday’s Funeral Mass,
Nancy McCann talked about he
aunt’s life:

“In many ways, the life of my
aunt and godmother is captured i
the words of St. Francis of Assisi

Jlowever, RIOC seems ready to

the footprints of the old Paupe
Lunatic Asylum would preclude the
necessity of amending the GDP.

submit a proposed amendment, and
I hope Gifford will share it with the
community as soon as the language
is set. The RIRA Planning Com-
mittee had drafted a resolution last March endorsing the concept of the
BBA proposal, requesting certain specific changes and with the proviso
that the GDP be amended before the project can proceed. For variou
reasons, this resolution has not yet been put to a vote in Common Coun
cil.

City Council hearings will likely be required to amend the GDP, al-
though nothing about the process is clear. Miller noted that he is not on
the pertinent committee that would conduct the hearings but, at a resident’:
request, agreed to use his influence to try to site the hearings here o
Roosevelt Island.

| found it interesting that one interest group was not heard from at the
Town Meeting. There were many wishing to modify the existing plan
for practical or aesthetic reasons. Those opposing Octagon Park Apart
ments in order to preserve parkland were quite vocal. But no one spoke
specifically in favor of building a housing development on Octagon in
preference to any other use of the space. Is this because we feel that v
must settle for the Becker plan now or lose the Octagon landmark en-
tirely? | don't know and | hope you will make your opinions known
throughThe WIRE’d etters column. What is decided now will impact
on our community for the rest of our time here. A neighbor (thanks,
Zakieh!) brought to my attentiorNew York Timearticle in which City

Matthew Katz
RIRA President
e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

Parks Commissioner Henry J. Stern was quotedrkland is forever.

If you lose that land, you can never get it back.”
This may be the best use of the Octagon landmark for both current anc

rﬁuture Islanders, but we had damned well better be sure before we en

dorse anything. It's our responsibility to find out for ourselves and to

el at all times"participate in the City Council hearings process when called upon to do

§0. Our parkland is our birthright, and if we sell it for a mess of pottage

gwe will have a long time to regret the mistake. Please let your voice be
heard.
S

Thursday (RISA) ‘Preach the Gosp
10:00,Tai Chi Fri., Nov. 16, 9:30-11:30 a.m., When necessary, use words.” Sh
10:30,Creative Arts Free Flu Shots lived a life of great generosity an
%ZO:SOI,DMovieCI Saé'ivn';lg;" 177:00, Annual RISA 464t devotion to her family, alway:
:00,Dance Class . . available to others, always making
. Friday Wg%l,”Nr(;v.hZJ, 12:30, Oriental sacrifices for others, and with a
9:00, Citizenship grapny graceful humility that never called

Mon., Nov. 26 10:00, Medical

10:15,Yoga Stretch lecture and blood pressure

10:00,English as 2nd Lan- doing.

beai screening _ ) ,
1198895(19%;]”25%”(1 Lan- Tue., Nov. 2712:15, Basic Estate . ' The loyal core of Theresa’s be-
int diat Planning .
119%2%?3; \(/evrén”e late) Wed., Nov. 28 American Rhap- : el
730  Lotto sody Concert trip during the difficult years of the
o Saturday Fri., Nov. 30, 9:30-4:30, Cardio- ~ Depression. She was born Jan 24

7:30,Bingo (RISA) Vision Program

attention to the good she was about

1928, followed over the next four

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials. Pub-
lication on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the writer's name, address,

ing was formed in her parents’ Irishand phone number must be provided for verification and for our records. Preferred
Catholic household on 108th Streeftethods of submission: PC-standard 3.5-inch floppy disk left at 531 Main Street for

he WIRE, or by e-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (ASCII text preferred or use
ny wordprocessing software, but no MSWord files with macros). Alternatives: Typed,
ouble-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to (212) 755-2540. Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered if brief, but we cannot take telephone dictation of let-

years by James, then by Luke [Fags. All letters are subject to acceptance and to editing for length and clarity. We
ther Luke McCann], the baby of therecommend observing a maximum length of 300 words, but will consider longer letters
See McCann, page 4 if their content merits the required space.

Home-delivered meals available: 744-5022xt.1203
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Roosevelt Island Gets a Starring Role in New Fairstein Novel

Linda Fairstein will appear at the Island branch of the
New York Public Library Tuesday, November 13, at 7:00
p.m., to discuss The Deadhouse and her research for it.

by Lynda Laux-Bachand

When Linda Fairstein was writing her third novel, she akairstein, and homicide detective Mik
ready had the setting in mind for her fourth. It was Gothichapman, who helps her solve case
ruins she passed every day on her drive to and from worlkRoosevelt Island, both past and present, st
the Manhattan District Attorney’s office, where she has beemthe mystery. Indeed, the climactic sce

chief of the Sex Crimes Bureau for more than 25 years.

The ruin that Fairstein had
been gazing at over the year
from FDR drive, especially
when it's “lighted dramati-
cally at night, with its
pointed, arched windows anc
crenellated roofline,” was the
Smallpox Hospital on the
southern tip of Roosevelt Is-
land.

Fairstein talked about the
hospital, her new booK;he
Deadhousgand the history
of the Island during #eet
the Authothour at the Barnes
& Noble bookstore on 66th
Street last week.

Until she began researc
for her book, the fourth mys-
tery in the Alexandra Cooper
series, Fairstein didn’t know
what the building on the Is- |
land had been, just that it wa:s
a beautiful and hauntingpEg
sight. She found out what ités
was at the New-York Histori- g%
cal Society Museum library,
but she learned much moreg
she said, when she contacte#
the Roosevelt Island Histori-|+
cal Society and met with &
Judith Berdy, who, Fairsteing=
told her audiences the His- | .
torical Society. .

Berdy provided her with &
background on the building" 2
and the Island, showed hel: {ﬁ
old photos of the hospital in-="" =

arranged for Fairstein tosmallpox hospital at Southpoint.

. . - Photo: Sigrid Estrada
side and out after it was abann a book jacket photograph, author Linda

doned by the City, and everfairstein is pictured at the ruins of the Island's

1800s. Fairstein described her research
her audience at Barnes & Noble as so sat
fying that she had to be reminded to end
and actually start writing the book.
Besides the protagonist Alex Cooper,
Manhattan sex crimes district attorney lik

takes place on its rocky shoreline.

The setting of the Smallpox
Hospital gives readers a chill
ing reminder of recent head
lines. Fairstein’s writing
seems prophetic in a conver
sation between her protago
nist Cooper and a college
professor about who would
profit from a study of the
hospital’s history. The pro-
fessor says:

in the field of medical ethics

does one save a small amo

gage in germ warfare?”
Fairstein put her research

book about the Smallpox
Hospital, the nearby Streckel
Memorial Laboratory, the
famed Octagon lunatic asy-
lum near the northern end of
the Island, and the history of
the penitentiary, now just
rubble near the lab and hos
pital. And the “deadhouse”
itself? Its location is a mat-
ter of speculation until the fi-
nal chapters.

Sharp-eyed Islanders will
find a few errors. The Medi-
tation Steps and Blackwell
House are reversed in the
map key in the front of the

travel beyond the locked gate to view the ruins close umok and Fairstein takes poetic license in h
Fairstein had her photo taken there as well as other shotdesfcription of the arrival and departure ¢

the ruins, two of which appear on the book jacket.

the Tram cars. But for many residents, tt

She gives Berdy special credit in her book for helpirgstorical information inThe Deadhousén-

with the research, saying Berdy shared her “passion
Renwick’s stunning skeleton.” James Renwick, architect

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, designed the hospital in the mid-The case that Cooper and Chapman must

thuding the story of a prison scandal, shou
lo¢ a revelation.

she packs a lot of detail in the

Roosevelt Island’s landmarked Smallpox Hospital was designed by James Renwick,
who also designed the Lighthouse at the northern end of the Island and St. Patrick’s
Cathedral. More photos of this and other Island landmarks are part of the TimeLine

“There’s enormous debateon website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com.

about whether or not the smallpox virugolve is the murder of King’'s College professor Lola Da-

should be completely eradicated when thiota, who is found at the bottom of the elevator shaft in her
disease is conquered worldwide. Since yopartment building. The cast of suspects includes her abu-
need the actual virus to make the vaccingive ex-husband and other professors who, with Dakota, are

unt of it againstudying and excavating sites on Roosevelt Island.

the day that some form of the pox reappearsFairstein said she was interested in the competition be-
in the world? And who is the keeper of théween college professors and used that in this mystery, along
deadly virus? Who do we trust not to enwith the Roosevelt Island research. She also satisfied a re-

quest from some of her readers who wanted to know more
to good use &out Chapman’s personal life. Fairstein obliged in this
book, giving him a new romantic relationship with an archi-

tect. She also cleverly lets
Ll N D A Chapman, described as a his-

tory buff in her earlier mys-
teries, present some of the
history of Roosevelt Island in
an early chapter.

Island residents may be
particularly interested in one
of the ideas in the book — the
question of restoring the ru-
ins.

Residents will have a
chance to meet Linda
Fairstein and hear her talk
about the book and the re-
search for it when she ap-
pears at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 13, at the Island branch
of the New York Public Li-
brary on Main Street next to
the Thrift Shop.

The book is available at
most commercial book
stores.
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Islanders Gerald Chatanow and Bernard Schwartz appeared at the Library recently to discuss their book, Another
Time, Another Place, a remembrance of their Brooklyn neighborhood when they were youngsters.

Website NYC1

It's not just for the

www.nyc10044.

0044
com
insiders.

MCCann from page 3

family. Theresa saw first-hand how her parents lived. In turn, she molded
their example into her own being. She leaves us her life as an enduring
legacy.

“She never went to college, but gave that opportunity to her brother James
She attended business school, then spent 43 years with American Brand
eventually rising to the top of her profession as the executive assistant to thi
Chairman of the Board. ‘Aunt Theresa was a visionary,’ said her nephew
Bob. ‘She had a full-time career before women had one, before it was
accepted that women were indeed allowed to have them. She was the col
fidante of the men running American Tobacco. That speaks volumes. Back
then it was practically revolutionary.” She retired in 1995 after a career that
was a lesson in commitment to consistent hard work and a disciplined life.

“Perhaps the most powerful life lesson that Theresa taught us was abou
absolute loyalty to family and friends. She looked after her mother all her
life. Thatwasn't always easy but, as a team with Uncle Luke, that devotion
continued to the day Nana died.

“She was a private person who did not display feelings, but felt things
very deeply. She opened her apartment to family members needing a plac
to stay after college. Over the years she typed up every kind of applicatior
we ever had to submit, did it after working all dagd never made a mistake.

“While Theresa never gave physical birth, she was a second mother tc
many. She was like a big sister. She took charge of situations. She was
formidable woman. Her nephew Bob said she could be counted on for
anything, ‘the one person you could turn to in a time of crisis.’

“When my son, J.P., was four years old, he said something about Uncle
Luke ‘and his wife, Aunt Theresa.’ | explained to him that they were not
married — that Uncle Luke was a priasd Theresa was his sister. But the
point really was that J.P. sensed the special bond between them. It wa
always Luke and Theresa — one word — like one individual — a partner-
ship.

“We always wanted to believe that Theresa would always be there — strong
caring, utterly no nonsense about every aspect of life. Right by Luke’s side,
smiling, enjoying his stories, telling you about ‘Lukey’s busy life,” about
what he was doing at church, about some person he was helping. None «
us wanted that ever to change.

“At funeral masses Uncle Luke prays with special emphasis, ‘I believe in
the Resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.’
Amen to your life, Theresa McCann — daughter, sister, aunt, friend. Amen
to all you gave and all you taught about loyalty and love.”
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FAMILY PRACTICE
Children, Adults & Seniors

FUNGUS

MAIL

NERVE PAIN

Dr. ]nhn J‘IJICIE]H Board Certified Podiatrist*

You will receive personal attention from De. John Jurcisin who
has been established in Manhattan for over 10 years.

* Cartified by the Americen Board of Podimiric Surgury
BOARD CERTIFIED IN FOOT SURGERY/MEMBER NY PODIATRIC MEDICAL ASSOC JOM STAFF

+ Com & Calluses * Flal Feat * Podiatric Sports Medicine

= Ortholics = Cormactive Fool Surgary = Foot Fractures [ Ankle Spraing

= Dlabetic Foot Care {In Office or Hospital) » Skin Problems & Rashes

= Foot Numbness or Pain (Mitrous Cuide Availakhe) = Arihritis, Bursitis & Galt Analysls

r--------------ﬁ__r----------—----‘-

Free FootExam | House Calls |
with this coupon = Available -

133 E. 58th St., suite 506
(212) 750-8344

INGROWN ULCERE

TOENAILS

CUSTOM .J."'HEFT JES HEEL 5PURS CYETS

INSERTS

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service

with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children

and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

—
VISA'
—

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Treating residents 24 years
501 Main Street « (212) 752-8722

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

Bordes from page 1

she takes up her woodworkingtachment.
tools. Yet the story of her intro- wood,” she says.

duction to this art is one of some Then, Sanon did something that Over the years, Bordes’s love af
Withfair with the wood has only in-
In 1994, she commissionedno explanation, he discontinued thereased. She describes her style

hesitation and fear. pushed her to a new level.
Sanon, a well-known artist in Haiti,
to create a work from a five-foot
root she had rescued from a build}|
ing project. Each time she visited | 2

suburb of Port-au-Prince, she woulg. |
give him suggestions.
One day, Sanon responded “HE

litely thanked him but secretly & =
doubted. She could picture the pos
sibilities of the wood but not her- ==
self working with it. He sensed her|" J
interest and finally offered to teach
her. She bought a book on wood
carving and some tools. Whe
Sanon saw them, he laughed at t
dainty set and made some for her
that were almost three times the

Marika Bordes

hand, was challenging. But ovelingit.”” By withdrawing his support,
the months, she developed an aSanon had forced her to rely on he
“I fell in love with the own skill.

“From that day, | was not
afraid of the wood,” Bordes says.

that of a “story builder.” As she
looks at a root, she says, she bg
gins to see a story. It may be the
love between mother and child. It
may be the agony a woman experi
ences in childbirth. Or, in the case
of one of the pieces in her curren
show, it is Bordes’s response to thg
horror visited on this country on
September 11. She peels awa
bark to reveal various colors ang
textures. She may smell or tast
the wood to help her imagine its
shape. She says she speaks to
too: “l don’'t want to break you.”
She adds, by way of explanation
“There is a communication.”

No two pieces are alike. Her
works range from six-inch figures
to sculptures towering more tha

size. Every Sunday, for severalessons. Confused and angry, sheight feet.
hours, Sanon patiently guided hecontinued working on her own. In  While she searches for a regul
hands as she pounded a piece wittnger and frustration she poundedtudio, Bordes works on smaller
a mallet, then gouged, carved andnd carved a root, not caring if shepieces in her home. A member o
sanded with the custom-made toolswas making a mistake. the Roosevelt Island Visual Arts As-

Over the next couple of months One Sunday, as she was worksociation, she participated in a grouj
she followed his lead, not makinging in her studio, Sanon walked in.show on the Island in May. She say"
a move without consulting him. “He was so happy,” Bordes recallsshe may work with other materials
During the week, after her regular‘He told me, ‘This is exactly what | in the future. But her love for the
job, she would take up her tools tavanted to produce. When | was heregssence in her wood sculpting e = oo o
complete his assignments. Theou couldn'tgetout of yourself. But sures her loyalty. “I will always come the works of Marika Bordes are currently displayed in the Westviow gallery
physical work, which she did all by | made you so mad you started doback to the wood,” she says. window.
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RIOC Execs Talk About Scenes from the Island’s Family Alboum

Their Days at Ground Zero once Again the |S|and’S

“Everybody’s got a story,” Robert Antonek, Vice President of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC), said this week whgmtos by Margery Rubin and Susheel Kurien
asked about his experiences at ground zero in the hours and days after
the collapse of the Twin Towers.

That's about all you'll get out of him. While hundreds of Island req
dents and hospital personnel were standing transfixed on the East K
promenade, watching the great plume of destruction, Antonek was hi
ing a ride from his home in the
Bronx, driven, as were so manyg
others on Sept. 11, to be theref
to do something.

He knew people who worked _
in the World Trade Center; he
knew there were State agenciel’
with offices in the Towers. He

—that he couldn'’t just go to work
as he normally would on such g
day. He arrived at ground zero
about an hour after the towers
collapsed and was among thos
who dug into the vast pile in a
vain attempt to find survivors or
even the bodies of the victims.
He found a few scraps of evi-
dence in those first hours. Later
he learned that no one he knev
was among the victims; they all
got out. He also took a picture,
he doesn’'t remember exactly
when, and it looks like Hell. -
Robert Antonek The photo, framed, is aboutf*

the only thing on the walls of the &

office of RIOC President Robert H. Ryan. It's smudgy and dark a
looks as though it was taken in black and white, although Antonek sag
was a color photo. It shows two firefighters on the rubble, some int
structures of the World Trade Center in the background and a mou
of rubble. Ryan says there’s a flag in the picture, but it’s hard to makst
out.
Antonek and Ryan spent two weeks at ground zero; about ten o}
RIOC workers, including Island residents Carl Crews and Eddie Pe( ##®
who work in RIOC’s program management, and engineer Vinceg+

were working out of Pier 40,
which is a State facility. We &
were basically seeing that what-
ever needed to get down ta
ground zero, whether it be food
or water, clothing or equipment,
that it was moved and got down
there. We were all working like

18, 19-hour days.”

“We were there every day, 20
times a day,” Ryan said. “The
first night, myself and Rob
Antonek, we spent the whole
night driving around, distribut-
ing water to the firemen. They
had no water at the site, no drink-
ing water, we were driving
around with a vehicle loaded
down with cases and cases of
water for the rescue workers.”

“The first day, after | was sure

| everything was secure here, we
Robert H. Ryan all felt we've got to do some-
thing,” Ryan said. The RIOC
personnel worked out of the Hudson River Park Conservancy facility on
Pier 40, close to ground zero, which had small all-terrain vehicles tBHefS
could get into the site. from page 1

Ryan said that Perez and Crews were involved in the bucket lineadicycles for people who have difficulty using their legs. Two will |
the first days, helping to remove debris from the pile. “I'll never forgetlking, and two more will be propelling push-rim wheelchairs. All th
one night, it was like one in the morning and the two of them (Crews doltbws four months of training with the Achilles Track Club, a world..
Perez) were just sitting there on a couch in the office, totally exhausteide organization that supports athletes with disabilities. The compjaia
and | said, ‘You guys gotta go home,” and they looked up at me and daid;, are being helped by volunteers, by Wheelchair Charities, and
‘We can't, Mr. Ryan, we got to go down there and help.” sponsor, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals.

Ryan also paid tribute to RIOC’s homefront, praising Frank NazarioThe Eastwood Building Committeehas new officers: Byron Gaspard
RIOC's Director of Human Resources, who camped out at the offiell serve as chair, with co-chair Nellie Velez; Margaret Gaspard |
overnight for the first few days, and Board members Patrick Stewart aigshed on as secretary, and Harry DeVine is treasurer. Fay Vass,
David Kraut, who he said helped out at the office, and visited with RIO@/gh husband Ron Vass has headed the organization for years, is se
commercial tenants and tried to bring some calm to the situation. as an advisor.

“I don’t think that anybody who was down there and saw everything?olice Officer Daniel Rodriguezand hisBroadway Magigroup will
will ever forget it, and | think we’re all probably changed a little bit,feturn to the Island December 14 for a Christmas Concert in the Ch
Ryan said. of the Good Shepherd — another community fundraiser for the Chzg
organ following on the financial and critical success of an appeara
October 14 by the same singers and musicians. Tickets are avai

. after Catholic services or from Sister Regina at the Thrift Shop, or3
Website NYC10044 calling Mary Fitzgerald at (212)51-1347 Fitzgerald, whose commit-
tee organized the October event, points out that seating will be -
WWW.nyC10044.C0m limited in the Chapel. Tickets are $20, $15 for seniors and disablec
, . . . A Free Emergency Readiness Workshois scheduled for Thursday
I's not just for the insiders. night at the Main Street Theatre, with Shauli Lev of Israel, co-author
Survival(see ComingUp, page 3).
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OCtagon from page 1

Joyce Mincheff, Site Director for the New York Junior Tennis Leagurean aerial survey photograph and architectural site plan, both provided by Becker and Becker, features of their current
(NYTL, ointed aut that successiul s ofthe Octago cout by Ny B e e ron, A e s by Sove s
Soerpceonudrf #r?]%nat:’%\/lsr':ﬁl %ﬂrgﬁgg:n;? di';te?u%vgl\ll?gloen\/vhere children Canmﬂﬁgi:ebast attention to resident concerns about the development plans. Labels have beer? added f())/r clarity.

Opposition to the overall plan stemmed, in part, from resident con-
cerns that the GDP is
being amended piece- .
meal by RIOC, or that {0\ A T
amending the GDP f — o : j
may set a precedent [ A
that would ultimately f e
result in the loss of ten
acres of parkland at
Southpoint, designated
as FDR Memorial Park
in plans for the Island.
A few residents ex-
pressed a wish that
other uses might be pref-
erable — such ideas as a |
botanical garden or mu-
seum.

Bruce Becker told the
audience of about 100 at
the meeting that, though| '
landmarked, the Octagon
tower is in such bad shape,
as the result of two fires and| '
general decay over the last |
20 years, that the building

1 T - __n. -
was in danger of losing land-1 | | %17 A T e eI T
mark status. He said that.| | | I . oW A JTL= }l"-j}@ﬂ:}t‘—*

- 3
. . \ f FA
landmark status was finally I'-, 1 LS -_],I,} - s ‘I_ i —
renovation and reconstruction

of the building would cost some \
$8.5 million, far more than origi-
nally thought.

The plan, in its current form, ha:
added a dogleg to one of the wing
so that the overall shape is like the
letter J. Some residents objected
that this arrangement turns most y _ ,
of the park area into a court?" S |_I__I \ SRR NEEERE B | | |
yard; Becker, in fact, re-
ferred to the area as a court-
yard at one point. The area might include a swimming pool, patios out-
side ground-floor units, and a cafe or restaurant.

The main purpose of the session was to hear resident comments g
plan presented by Becker and Becker. Here's a sampling:

On parking:

An unidentified man: “...It is almost elitist that this complex shou
have private parking... The concept of [taking] the tennis courts
private parking is outrageous.”

Joan Christianson: “Southtown (the development planned by Hud
Related between the Tram station and existing Northtown buildingd
required to build an additional section onto Motorgate. By touching
tennis courts, you're on parkland... It's up to us [residents] to ge
touch with members of the RIOC Board and tell them how we feel ah
it.”

Joe Cristiano: “Even if it's never used, | think [the parking] should
there. | fear we're going to have the law of supply and demand at s
point, where there’s not enough space at Motorgate, and the price . Dctadlie
going to shoot up. I'd rather have more supply than demand, and I t X ' it
it's a good concept.” i}

Judy Berdy: “The parking has gotta go. It's ridiculous for you
waste tens of millions of dollars. Make a deal with Coler [Hospital], f
God'’s sake.”

Steve Marcus: “The parking lot’s gotta go. That's an insult.” ]

Lee Edelman: “It's clear [to me] that Becker and Becker has no de Ex'i“”g
to put parking there. It's clear RIOC doesn’t want to foot the bill f . ]
additional parking.”

On making the decision:

Edelman: “In any other local community... democratically-elected
cal representatives would be able to choose... Here, we have no
democracy. The decisions for our community and about our lives
made by appointees who, for the most part, have no intimate knowlg
of, or long term commitment to, Roosevelt Island or our commun

This being the case, there is only one way for such a project to be f;
and democratically judged: submit it to a vote by the community. T
is, hold a referendum.”

(Both Becker and City Councilmember Gifford Miller, who attende

the meeting to hear resident comments, distanced themselves fro
idea of a referendum — Becker because it would subject much work
single yes/no vote; Miller saw it as impractical to submit such decisig
to the electorate at large.)
Margie Smith: “I'm very glad you're acknowledging that this pla
violates the GDP. This is a planned community. We want it to §
planned. We want to make sure the community is looked at as a w
and that's why we’re objecting to this piecemeal modification.”

Byron Gaspard: “I have a problem with the continuous amending
the General Development Plan. This is a planned community...”

On parkland:

Steve Marcus: “The General Development Plan says the area bet
Coler and Manhattan Park has to be parkland.” Marcus, who hq
Roosevelt Islanders for Responsible Southtown Development, is s
RIOC over loss of parkland at the north end of Southtown. He dec
the loss, and potential loss, of the Island’s parkland and open spac

II.__' lI i I L ¢ E , _ . *

11 N

upheld, but estimated that

Soccer Field

Find out more about the Octagon and its history on
Website NYC10044. Go to www.nyc10044.com,
and use the Search capabilty on the term “Octagon.”
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Give us 5 and we’ll give you 5

Our current locked-in rate on a 5-year CD is 5%.
And for shorter periods we offer the highest rates around —
from 3.75% for one year through 4.75% for four years.

Why take anything less for your savings?

Join the Island’s Credit Union today and bring in the interest
your hard-earned money deserves.

Free checking  Competitive interest on savings accounts
1% daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street « Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

i the Committee for Fair Play in I in the military, said, “In a time like this you don’t make
Limmer from page 3 Rivercross. She frequentlyjoinedpubIIC Safety from page 1 a decision that this is not significant. You pass the

ment at Goucher College inThe WIRE'$riday-morning stuff- to 12 hours, because those 16 hours shifts are reailfijprmation along.”
Towson, Maryland. A rigorous dis- ing crew, assembling this newspa¥eally taxing on individuals.” Ryan mentioned an incident that illustrates “the state
ciplinarian as well as a skilled per and its advertising inserts for Fry said he keeps in contact with the NYPD, whof affairs we’re in” with the anthrax threat. Last week,
molder of talent, her insistence ordistribution. She was willing to are maintaining the highest state of alert, and with the said, there was a big commotion in the afternoon
excellence brought her a faithfultake both a leadership role and tsecurity personnel at the Coler-Goldwater Memorialot far from RIOC’s office in Westview. There were
coterie of former students whoactually do the most ordinary thingsHospital. “We're still covering all those posts thasirens, and the fire department had been called, he
called on her through the 20 yearsequired of a successful commuwe consider to be sensitive,” he said, suggesting, sesd. What had happened? “The M&D Deli had got-
since her retirement, seeking henity. just one example, that part of Public Safety’s respoten a delivery and they’re unpacking this stuff,” Ryan
advice and encouragement. She On a city-wide basis, she playedsibilities are associated with the Island’s close prosaid. “And there’s a busted box of Cream of Wheat,
was the epitome of a lover of lan-a vigorous role in the developmenimity to the United Nations. and the guy goes and throws it out for the pigeons,
guage; at her dinner table there wasf the Lower East Side Tenement The City police are guarding the subway andnd the next thing you know, we have reports there’s
always room for a book on a standMuseum on Orchard Street. Sh€ueensboro Bridge, while Public Safety is runningan Arab throwing a white powder!”

During the period when Patriciawas acutely aware of the energygheckpoint of vehicles headed for -
Harris was Secretary of the U.Sand courage of the immigrants whdhe Main Street ramp from the'36 E:
Department of Housing and Urbanmade New York the vital place it Avenue Bridge. RIOC President
Development, Limmer’s former remains. For several years she edRobert H. Ryan said the intent is
Western College student, Donnated theTenement Timethe news- the same as the procedure at th__
Shalala, then an Undersecretaryletter of the Museum, and contrib-Midtown Tunnel: “Everybody
invited her to a stint in Washing-uted to the aggressive managemestows down, and either a cop or
ton in the Office of Policy Analy- of the significant memorial to the Guardsman basically looks at yo
sis. When Shalala accepted thguccessive waves of people wh@nd some cars they pull over an
Presidency of Hunter College ofentered the United States througlthey search.”
the City University, Ruth got the the threshold of the Lower East Fry said it’s a preliminary check.
call to come back to New York City Side. She put together the bo8k¢ “You're supposed to look for things
as Shalala’s Assistant. Heritage Tours of the Lower Eastthatlook out of place, that's what la

While pursuing her other, full- Side enforcement people look for. Inle
time professional life, Limmer be-  An amateur musician herself, shegal terms, the lowest level of suspi
gan a connection with Louisehad a deep appreciation of musication is when something looks out og
Bogan, the former literary critic of performances, being a subscriber tplace, it's called ‘mere suspicion.™
The New Yorkenwriting and co- year-long series at the Metropoli- Although some residents havé
authoring a number of books on thean Opera, and various orchestrguestioned why the police are no
life and works of Bogan. She even-and dance series. She was a regirspecting cars that ente
tually assumed the role of literarylar attender at the rich collectionMotorgate, Fry said that the proce
executor for the Louise Boganof museums of the City. She had aure is aimed primarily at the many, . e rt hash _ heckooi he 36th M?&GEWR}“"”
Trust, contributing support to po-strong affinity for efforts directed commercial vehicles that arrive eV-SlejzptIgmt?e?t]).ll as been operating a checkpoint at the 36th Avenue Bridge since
etry programs at the 92nd Street Ytoward improving the life of people ery day for jobs with the housing '
After retiring from full-time profes- who have serious economic, socialgompanies — the types of vehicles that are more likelyThe story might have been merely amusing were it
sional work, she maintained an acand identity problems; she maddhan a passenger car to pose a potential threat to taot for concerns that some Island residents were act-
tive connection with the literary frequent contributions to supportgets such as the Queensboro Bridge. ing against what Fry referred to as the Island’s Mus-
world, editing serious non-fiction the people and groups in the front “The focus is looking at people who are showintim-owned businesses.
works such as the first biographyline of these efforts. up here as contractors or have other business,” Fr{However, he said, “| can say unequivocally that there
of Nikita Kruschchev, writing a In addition to all of the above, said. “Now, if it's somebody we recognize by sightivere no threats” against these businesses. “That
biographical essay on Rolfeshe appreciated the Great Amerithat’s a different story; otherwise, the managemespeaks positively for the community that you don’t
Humphries, and doing the forewordcan Pastime, having a love affaicompany is going to have to verify to us that you arlave that kind of craziness here,” he said, adding that
to a book by Bella Spewack. with Major League Baseball as itdoing business with them.” he has worked to quench false reports of threats against

Ruth Limmer lived her life as a once had been. Fry and Ryan said that the Island has had relativahe families working in these stores.
supporter of all things good. On She left only one relative, Ethelfew scares since Sept. 11, and Fry suggested that Hery, who is quite involved in community relations,
Roosevelt Island she was a pillaReich of Florida. has been especially vigilant in combating rumors thags asked to assess the Island’s mood in these jittery
of the Roosevelt Island Community The cause of death was listed agould fester in a climate of fear. times. He cited the Halloween parade Saturday, which,
Literary Associates (RICLA) dur- encephalopathy by Dr. Jack The mosttroublesome incident was an obvious hohg noted, “had quite a turnout.” He said, “I think that
ing the time the Associates were reResnick, who supported Ruthinvolving a knapsack with wires sticking out, that wais indicative of the relative calm that we find here on
sponsible for the operation of theLimmer with regular house visits left at the Tram, causing a Tram shutdown and tyirRposevelt Island in the midst of all the anxiety. | think
Volunteer Library. She served theduring the last three weeks of heup Island security personnekry said the individual that people feel relatively safe here, not that they're
Library as President for several antife. responsible for that disruption has yet to be identifiednot aware and not that they don’t share any of the anxi-
nual terms. While President or not, A memorial service will be sched- Another incident involved an Island resident, aty, but | think that their presence on the Island, the
she assumed the major burden afled at a date to be announced. Mdormer military man, who came to Public Safety téact that they engaged in their normal routines, that
cataloguing several major group-morial contributions may be sent toreport a suspicious inquiry he had received in ahey participated in things like the parade and brought
ings of books for the Library. In ad- the Roosevelt Island Community Lit-Internet chat room. Public Safety passed on the iheir kids out — it's one thing as an adult to do some-
dition to RICLA, she devoted en- erary Associates, or to the scholarformation to the Joint Terrorism Task Force, Fry saithing, it's another thing to participate in something
ergy to the Maple Tree Group ef-ship programs of Hunter College andl'he inquiry concerned details of the radar systemaith your kids, your most precious commodity. That
forts to bring representative democBrooklyn College. the Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgtspeaks for itself in terms of your feeling of confi-
racy to Island government, and to -David Bauer N.Y. Fry, who had experience in radar when he wdsnce.”
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Tennis Association Posts Final Tallies

The Roosevelt Island Tennis Association (RITA) ended its official season with t
competitive tournaments. In club championships, held September 22-23, players po
these results:

Men A: Tonderai Chikuhwa vs Jan Buenner — 7-5, 6-3

Men B: Nick Arvanitis vs David Lawson — W.O. (default)

Women: Joyce Mincheff vs Atsumi Kolba — 6-2, 6-2

Men’s Doubles John Dougherty & Jan Buenner vs Alain VanderBorght & Jim Dora
- 6-1, 6-3

Mixed Doubles Joyce Mincheff & Paul Russo vs Atsumi Kolba & Michael Kolba —
8-4

Men’s Consolatiort Antonio Valerio vs Andrea Cuccolini — 9-8

In the finals in the singles challenge ladder October 20, these were the results:

A Division: Jan Buenner vs Alain VanderBorght — 6-2, 6-3

B Division: John Dougherty vs Atsumi Kolba — 6-1, 6-1

Consolation Andrea Cuccolini vs Mike Conroy — 8-3

The winners and finalists all decided to donate the money that normally would ha
been used for trophies and awards to help the victims of the September 11 terrorist at
A $250 check was given by RITA to the RIRA relief fund.

Even though the Tennis Association has officially ended its season’s activities, :
courts will remain open to all valid permit holders. The nets will remain in place over thg,, Champs and their opponents:  Jan Buenner, Atsumi Kolba, Joyce Mincheff and “4';;52?;,
winter and players can turn on the lights for evening play from inside the courts. Chikuhwa

Live Piano

I*vt & bat eve
(Kitchen open till 1A™M)

Mike Kola
Top of the Ladder:  John Dougherty, Jan Buenner, Atsumi Kolba,
Alain VanderBorght

Classified

Ride the Tram home {ree after dining at Favia

Only 50¢/word Minimum purchase of $12
751-8214 Limit one per person
Deadline for Nov. 3 issue: Oct. 29 Subject to proof of valid vesidency

SHARE A SITTER? We no longer need our babysitter
full-time, but we would like to keep her for after-school
and school vacations. We are looking for half-time work
for her, primarily in the mornings. Call (212) 832-5383.

OUR WONDERFUL BABYSITTER is available for full-
time live-out position. Reliable and dedicated. For
reference call (212) 963-1383; for babysitter,
1-718-342-0356.

I'M A BABYSITTER with experience and good
references. Native Spanish speaker; also English and
Portuguese. Ilive on the Island. Call (212) 888-0413.

“Best Pizza in NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it's light.”
-NY Daily News

I'ICk O
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Ite A ve .
S
Reflexologist — Island resident Diana Brill.  Gift L el GI‘IIIe IZZa
certificates available. (212) 759-9042. : RODSEVELT ISUAND i Broile d &
ELDER LAW - Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, d S

Nursing Home Matters, Estate Planning, and Living

Wills. Free Home Consultation. Steven M. Ratner, $3 Past
Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY. (212) Dl'af a
754-9117. Beel'

DAISY DOODLE CHILDREN'S ENTERTAINMENT
Magic, characters, dance, facepainting, balloons.
Professional. (212) 501-4828.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING - Prompt
service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper 1-917-483-1020.
MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE -
Ongoing registration for dance and theater classes.
(212) 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHY — Weddings, great
packages for your event. (212) 308-4022.

START YOUR OWN HOME-BASED BUSINESS.

Herbal and Skin Care Products. Call 1-917-705-4606. Italian Grill

EXPERIENCED PAINTER - Excellent references.

Free estimate. (212) 751-8214. GOth Street & 2nd Avenue

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE -

Dolores Green. (212) 223-4077. “GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions
VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”

cat, water your plants, send you your mail, etc. -New York Times

(212) 751-8214.




Junior Tennis Program Opens Today
— Free Morning Lessons for 8-18 Set

The New York Junior Tennis League Winter Early-Morning program begins today (
urday, November 3). There’s no advance registration requirement for the program, \
will continue through March, with sessions 6:00-8:00 a.m. at the Roosevelt Island Ra
Club, just south of the Queensboro Bridge.

The program provides free instruction and equipment for all children aged 8-18.
must provide their own appropriate attire, including rubber-soled footwear.

In addition to tennis activities, the League provides educational supports such as clllege
trips for high school juniors and seniors, and Princeton Review prep for the SAT test.

Adult volunteers are welcome, and are asked to contact Joyce Mincheff at§811997

SPORTSWIRE

FLAG FOOTBALL After five weeks of play in the Youth Program’s Flag Footb3
League age 12-14 Division, the Raiders remain in first place in a very tight race:

Wins Losses Ties
Raiders 3 1 1
Giants 2 2 1
Jets 2 3
Broncos 2 3

In October 27 action, the Broncos handed the Raiders their first loss of the season,
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MALAGULTA

They sophisticated Brazilian and continental cuisine

Tue.-Fri., noon-10 p.m.
Sat.-Sun., 1-10 p.m.
25-35 36th Avenue, Astoria

Wheelchair accessible
All major credit cards accepted

“Delicious food artfully presented...”
-Newsday
“Fine Northeastern Brazilian cuisine...”
-Astoria Times
“Ought to be the next big thing...”
-Daily News

P4-13,

and the Jets defeated the Giants 19-18. In the Bronco-Raider clash, the Broncos tgok an

early 6-0 lead when Steven Morabito caught a short touchdown pass from Rahim D
following a 50-yard completion to Byron Gaspard off a deflected pass. The Raiders
right back as Quincy Leon took a short screen pass and ran 70 yards for the score.

ame,
ame
Tyrell

We deliver to Roosevelt Island

Anderson caught a pass for the extra point, and the Raiders led 7-6. It looked as thou
Raiders were going to get an additional score in the last minute of the first half, but O

(718) 927-4821

gh the
ani

Guy intercepted a pass headed for the end zone and returned the interception 95 yards—to
give the Broncos a 12-7 halftime lead. In the second half, Rahim Drame connected on a

long pass to Omani Guy to give the Raiders an 18-7 lead, but Anthony Santiago hit Quincy

Leon with a touchdown pass to bring the Raiders to within six points at 18-13. Then,

clock was winding down, Rahim Drame threw a pass to Seif Dorani for the final sco
the game. Sean Suarez, Jake Russem and Stevano Jones of the Broncos keyed th
sive effort that held the Raiders to their lowest offensive output of the season.

In the Jets-Giants encounter, Le-Quan Francis, Eyosyas Tadesse and Matthew B
scored for the Jets in the first half as they opened a 19-12 halftime lead, and held on
victory. Thomas Herlihy and Paul Brown scored for the Giants.

In October 20 action, the Raiders defeated the Jets 46-31 as Remy Armenakis

Miranda, Tyrell Anderson, Quincy Leon and Anthony Santiago scored for the Raiders
Maurel Clark, Adam Silverschotz, Damon Wolford, and Jack Huang scored for the J

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

s the
e of
e def

Expert Taior

on Premises

Roosevelt
Island
Cleaners

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better

odsky
or the 571 Nlaln St.

/758-1778

, Eric
and
bts.

FAST, Your Neighborhood Cleaners
EFFICIENT, -
COURTEOQOUS Free deveries on aders $15up

e s |

.l Buy any two | Fast Free
I combination plates and 1 Delivery
I get $1 off second plate (Minimurm $6)
L-------------‘

Delicious Chinese Health Food
Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine
609 Main Street

(212) 588-0806 / 588-0663

Please mention coupon when ordering by phone
One Coupon per Customer

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

Health Plans
Accepted
32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA
HIP
Oxford

Medicare

832-2310

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available — Use What You Have

B udget Oriented

Time-saving

,Curn/fure
(jp/vo/;tem/, S\A}ocovem
M//pape‘r' é—« 7Caér/'(:
Carpef rea ngs
A// Mna/ow 77_’ea£memfs
Lloor é—« Jerrace [iles

L /gA ting
arpentry

/(/chen Qenovaf/'on
,Zjafm‘ é—« qu ;C/n/} es
A// Accessor/'e;
C/osef De;/gn

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

No jo]:) too small
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Autumn...

...and somehow it just feels right to get
down to business — one’s personal
business, income production, and the
community’s business. The Island is
abuzz with meetings from one-on-one

to hundreds — many of the smaller ones
at Trellis, where we're delighted to host
you with good food, great coffee, and a
friendly smile of the season.
See you at Trellis...

752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

CABRINI

ALIVE AND WELL
Upconring Events

MARTE IS BACK
Life After September 111th

Dialogue and Workshop
7:30 p.m. Monday & Tuesday,
December 18 & 19
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

DANIEL RODRIGUEZ

Broadway Magic

Community Pipe Organ Fundraiser
7:30 p.m. Friday, December 14
Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Tickets: See Sr. Regina — 644-8332

TWIN CAR SIRVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved
24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere — Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION

Hourly rate available
Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street * Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Have a happy and
healthy school year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

[ |
b
1
]

Become a Faster Parent

Open Your Arms to Help A Child

Sheltering Arms Children Service
122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702




