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Delegation to Meet with
Pataki on Elected RIOC

A delegation from the Maple Tree Group (MTG) was scheduled to
meet Friday with Governor George Pataki to discuss legislation to co
vert the appointed Board of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporati

(RIOC) to a Board of residents, elected by residents.
The meeting, scheduled afféne WIRE'dSinal deadline, was arrange

by State Senator Olga Mendez. It was originally scheduled, but p
poned, for several dates prior to the September 11 attack, then dela

while the City and State coped with its aftermath.
Wednesday night, Steve Marcus, Chair of the Residents Associat

Government Relations Committee, told members of its Common Cobifi
cil of the meeting. He listed a delegation of a half-dozen member

MTG, which has been working since 1997 toward legislation for a

cally-elected RIOC Board supervising a professional community m

ager.

Legislation for locally-elected governance of Roosevelt Island has b

introduced in the State Legislature several times, but has consist

foundered on legislative gridlock over the State budget, or suffered fé@%

lack of coordination and cooperation between Assemblymember
Grannis and Senator Mendez. Grannis called upon MTG to get the
ernor on board, which resulted in planning for a meeting through Men
who has the Governor’s ear, having supported him for re-election.

Resident Wins Award in
1998 Tram-Crane Crash

The first of the personal-injury
cases stemming from the Tram
crane collision of January 24, 1998
was settled this week on the eve d
a jury trial.

Manhattan Park resident Georgs
Reither was awarded $700,000.

Reither and more than a doze
other passengers were injured whe
a crane being used in work on thg
Queensboro Bridge reached intq
the path of the Tram cabin. Whe
the cabin hit the crane, its forward
motion tipped the cabin nearly 90
degrees. Itthen swung wildly. (Seg
reprinted report, page 7.)

Reither sustained injuries to hi
neck that ultimately required the
fusing of several vertebrae and su
gical implant of a metal support.
gizor’rg)%%{cal costs approached George Reither

“It isn’t worth it,” Reither said

Tramway Down to Mid-February As
Problem of Short Cable Considered

_by Robert Laux-Bachand measures, such as federally guafer many years and has supervised
id-February is the goal for re- anteed COBRA coverage (an acromuch of the Roosevelt Island
sumption of Tram service, Rednym for Consolidated OmnibusTramway’s heavy maintenance

d;lomer, president of AmericanBudget Reconciliation Act), are ex-work since the late 1980s. In that

Tram has been shut dowmonth. placed about five times. The cable,
S November 24, when Ameri- Blomer said there was no alterwhich runs through a bullwheel on
iGA% Tramways began a major renative to the layoffs and shutdownRoosevelt Island, supplies the
ir and maintenance project. Th&Vith no fares coming in, there istorque that moves the cabins back
wgrk was nearly finished during theno money for the payroll. And al-and forth over the East River. Itis
Week of December 16 when thethough the Austrian-made rope isabout 1,000 meters long, weighs
gAmpany’s technicians committed‘perfectly fine,” he said, it “cannot more than 38 tons, and consists of
one of the nightmarish mistakes otlock properly to allow proper a polypropylene core wrapped with
Sﬁk{erial Tramway and ski-lift in- boarding and deboarding.” six steel strands. Blomer said he

%r'geways Inc., said this week. pensive — well over $600 perperiod, the haul rope has been re-
ce

ry: In connecting a new haul Blomer has been in the business See Tram, page 4
to the Tram cabin assemblies
trimmed the excess cable too
?Wgh, leaving it a little over eight
t short of the length necessar
g%’llow both cabins to dock in their)R I RS D P I anS F u rth er
proper places.

The mistake, a “human error,” asAp peal on SO uthtown
Blomer called it, wasn’t noticed
until the workers tried to dock the Roosevelt Islanders for Responsible Southtown Development (RIRSD)
cabins. is planning to appeal December’s ruling in its Article 78 challenge to

On December 21, one day afteSouthtown.
the Tram’s scheduled resumption The case, originally heard in May, 2000, challenged the RIOC Board’s
of service, American Tramways,go-ahead on the Southtown plan of developers Related and Hudson o
which is based in Watertown, N.Y.,several grounds, among them that it encroached on land reserved for
abruptly laid off its entire six-acre Blackwell Park buffer between Northtown and Southtown.
Roosevelt Island work force. The The initial court decision went against two resident groups — RIRSD
employees had been helping wittand Robert Chira’s Alternative Southtown Development Committee —
the project. Twenty-one peopleand went to the Appellate Division of the State Supreme Court, which
were out of work: four supervisors,essentially affirmed the lower ruling last month. A detailed story on the
including the lead supervisor,Appellate ruling was part of @IREextra issued December 21; its main
Armando Cordova, three mechanfeport is reproduced in part on page 6, along with a letter from RIRSD
ics, nine cabin attendants and fouand another from RIRA’s counsel.
station attendants, all members of In their letter, the RIRSD steering committee writes, “Our counsel is
the International Union of Operat-convinced that the recent decision erred in numerous areas and they’r
ing Engineers, plus one nonunioroptimistic that the Court of Appeals will be willing to hear this case.
cashier. One worker is putting in aGiven the intricacy of some of the legal issues involved, the public im-
few hours a week checking andoortance of the case, and their belief that the lower court just got some
maintaining the correct tension orthings wrong, [our counsel is] as anxious as we are to continue this fight.”
the cables. The law firm of LeBoeuf Lamb is trying the case pro bono.

The workers were left without The RIRSD letter continues, “Our lawyers expect to file the appeal
their regular paychecks after theequest by the end of the week. Too much is at stake for the future of the
holidays and now face the possitsland for us to stop at this point.”
bility of losing their health benefits RIRSD hoped to have a further appeal — to the highest and last level
at the end of the month. Stopgajavailable — under way by week’s end.

Wednesday, weighing six months __
of lost time, “horrendous surgery,” FIrSt Person
and a stiff neck that makes driving

and oter orcinary acties more [\ JLIGg@d 0N Promenade, Resident Fights Back, Wins

difficult than before.
Recalling the accident, Reither by Lee Edelman

looked intently at me as we passed. | looked lalvas sure it was not a real gun.

said, “l was standing in the back of | was mugged on the promenade. him and thought of saying hello but changed “Where’s the money!” the tall one in front of

the Tram, in the southeast corner, And | did what | had to do.
and all of a sudden | heard a crunch. | was on my way home from wor
| tried to hold on as the cabin startedf December 20, a little later than
to tip, but | went flying backwards. too late, about 8:30.
| noticed that | hurt my elbow. | And | took my normal
don’t know if | broke my elbow route out of the sub-
See Crash, page 7 way, crossing at the
crosswalk before the
- bus stop and down to
BrIEfl)/. .. the promenade to walk
along the river and en-
Father Luke McCann is leav- joy the water vistas so
ing Roosevelt Island and St.beautifully afforded us
Frances Cabrini Parish. The Archwho live here. Occu-
bishop has reassigned him tgied with thoughts of
Tivoli, New York, near Kingston. my wife and son with
The 80-or-so physicians at whom | would soon be
Coler-Goldwater have won a spending the remains
minimum 9% raise over three yearsf a very long work-
in their first union contract, ratified day, | was paying little

December 17. Over 6% of the raisattention to what was going on around me. hag that was slung over my shoul

my mind. A couple of steps more and the threee demanded, frustrated and angered.
k the eveningf them were on me, pushing me up against the‘lt’s not there,” | responded. “It's in the bag.”
usual but netall. The little one whipped out a long-bar- Years earlier | had been attacked similarly,
reled gun, and in a flash of silver oibut in an even more open and public place, the
white it was up against my neck,concourse level of Rockefeller Center right out-

under my jaw. side the post office. In that instance all they
“Give us your money,” the used was a finger. At that time, | listened to

middle one demanded. everything | had ever heard: “Don't resist,”
“Please, don't take “Give them whatever

my ID,” | said as my
hands went up.
The middle one and

they want.” They got
clean away with a lot
of value. Afterward,

Now that Roosevelt Island
is served by the F train,
with a route that goes

the one to my right, the | geeper into Queens, is for the longest time |
two taller ones, started| there a chance of was upset with myself.
to go through the pock-| increased crime here? | had let myself be vio-
ets of my pants, shirt| Judging by this recent lated and deeply
and open jacket. incident, it may be asking abused by a finger.
They weren'’t find- | too much of criminals to The sense of impo-
ing anything. | keep | think through the lack of tence was deeply dis-
my wallet in my side | ©Scape routes on an turbing and it took me

Island. The WIRE asked .
Lee Edelman to recount a long period of fan-

is retroactive to January 1 or Julywasn'’t until | was approaching the second seter. his experience tasy-filled nights and

1, 2001. The doctors had votedf stone stairs that head up from the promenadeThe few seconds of their frantic ' frustration-laden days
January 18, 2001, to be representad the street above that | noticed them. search and rising frustration gave for me to recover. A
by a union called Doctors Council. There was the small one walking in the oppane a moment to recover from the initial shoclong time.

A contract provision which estab-site direction toward the subway. There waaf the attack, and thoughts rushed into my mind.Here | was again being attacked with a phony
lishes higher base salaries mearenother, taller and slim just ahead to my left dhe gun that was held to my neck and at thateapon, and | knew if | didn't act | would be
that nearly half the doctors will ac-1 was walking, and a third similar to the secondnoment was being withdrawn — | was sure wakomed to more of the awfulness | had experi-
tually receive increases of 10% talead ahead. Still nothing entered my head gxastic. It had that light, hollow, and somewhagnced before, only now, having it so close to
as much as 25%. cept a few youths walking along. The small ongippery feel that is so characteristic of plastic. See Edelman , page 8
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The Editorial Page

Same Thing, Only Smarter

Would an Island governed by a RIOC Board composed of
elected residents, setting policy for professional community
management, have prevented the short-cutting of the Tram-
way haul cable? That would be — you should excuse the ex-
pression — a stretch. So, probably not.

But it very likely would eliminate the kind of speculation
heard Wednesday night at the RIRA Common Council meet-
ing — that, although the cable was not deliberately cut short,
RIOC may try to use a long outage as its “proof” that Roosevelt
Islanders don't need the Tramway. Such are the suspicions
clouding around New York State management of this commu-
nity.

Meanwhile, we hear of wheelchair-bound residents wait-
ing in the cold in Manhattan for an hour because the red buses
can handle only a limited number of wheelchairs at a time.
Those motorized chairs just can’t get on and off the subway,
and the subway is useless anyway, when you can't predict what
elevators will be working when you get into Manhattan.

So an essential service is out, and residents are raising
suspicious questions about RIOC motives.

Here, we can let the question of motives go unresolved.

But we can take heart that members of the Maple Tree
Group are finally meeting (on Friday, after the deadline for
this issue) with Governor George Pataki for a serious talk about
giving residents here responsibility for their Island commu-
nity. As we have observed so many times before, local people
in charge of local affairs is bedrock America, except here. And
most everybody recognizes that professional community man-
agement, supervised by elected residents, would deliver better
value than we're getting now.

Wednesday night, when a doubter asked Common Council
alternate Margie Smith what residents would do if in charge
at 591 Main Street, in place of the current bunch of political
appointees, she answered, Same thing they’re doin’, only
smarter.

And, we might add, they'd do it with a greater conscious-
ness of this community as a place where people live.

Go, Gifford!

One of the Island’s great friends, Councilmember Gifford
Miller, has become Speaker of the City Council. We can't help
but be happy for him, and to note that this may put him in a
better position to scrutinize New York State’s mishandling of
New York City property — namely, Roosevelt Island. That's
the subject of a meeting, in ten days, of the Roosevelt Island
Committee of Community Board 8 (see ComingUp, page 2).

So we might hope that the Governor, faced with a choice
between a four-year-old movement for self-governance backed
by 92% and 80% votes of residents on the one hand — and a
City cry of Default! on the other, might focus quickly on the
merits of local people running local communities.
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[etters

To Robert Ryan, President, RIOCsand treatment. Footing was
Dear Mr. Ryan, and Dear Mr. Ryan: treacherous for commuters and
Dear Ms. Labate: Monday, January 7th brought ourschool children walking to the sub-
With the shutdown of the Tramfirst real winter storm of the sea-way, for Goldwater employees
due to the error cutting the haulson. Starting with rain, it turned towalking from the subway to work
cable made by the new Tram opa light snow, leaving a light cover-and for the few lucky tennis play-
erators, it is imperative that moreing of snow and ice overnight. ers on their way to the bubble.
buses be provided by RIOC toTuesday morning at 8:30 | walked By my return trip at 10:00 the
cover the loss of transportation foifrom Rivercross to the tenniswalkways had been salted, so some
this community’s large elderly andbubble. The sidewalk was saltedime after 8:30 the RIOC’s work
wheelchair-bound population.up to the end of the Rivercrosscrew got the job done, but that is
This must be done, as the subwajawn. From there to the subwaymuch too late for the many who
is not ADA-compliant and this sidewalk, there was a thin layer ofwere exposed to hazardous walk-
population cannot safely rely on theéce and snow with no salt or sandng conditions before the salting.
subway for transit service. covering. The sidewalk in front of Is this what we can expect from
We ask that RIOC begin provid-the subway was clear. From beRIOC in reaction to winter storms
ing bus service to and from Man-yond the subway sidewalk to thefor the rest of the season?
hattan every 15 minutes. The busetennis bubble there was no salt or Richard FitzPatrick
take only two wheelchairs at a time,
and earlier this week two wheel-
chair-bound residents were left a
the bus stop to wait for the next bus
to arrive in another half-hour! That
meant their wait at 60th Street ang
Second Avenue, outside in the colg
with no cover, was a full hour.
The RIOC office and Board must|
repeatedly be reminded that this i$
an Island, and as such there are spe-
cial needs that must be address .
o the Editor:

Itﬂ 53[ 3?ue’l/yer?;‘re“r]reerd tzhﬁﬂflgygﬂs While I am personally disappointed with the outcome of the Southtown
is the Q102 and travéls only be’_lawsun, especially considering that the GDP (General Development Plan)
tween here and Queens. It is not r Roosevelt Island) is now considered _merely “illustrative,” | am very

: ankful that our fellow neighbors have invested so much of their time,

direct link to Manhattan as you, ¢ .
have incorrectly implied in re- their efforts, and theimoneyon behalf of the Roosevelt Island commu-

ge\z/ait:tc)ilgugrl;tci::r?rpor?evc;[]séell\(l:%r;ﬁjp In particular, I'd like to thank the RIRSD folks (Lee Edelman, Linda

; ; eimer, Nurit Marcus, Steve Marcus, Joyce Mincheff, Margie Smith)
Eﬁgﬂﬁ ﬁgts;enﬁraégstgjsvrgi,mvviz(?:nd the former RIRA Legal Action Fund Chair (Sherie Helstien) for
clement weather. spreading community awareness, their leadership and reasoned argL
Further, it seems that residents of'€Nts: and their fundraising efforts. L
Roosevelt Island are constantly Regardless of one’s opinion on the Southtown lawsuit or its outcome,
having to remind the RIOC admin-! think we can all appreciate the honor of “Fighting the Good Fight” on
istration and the RIOC Board 0fbehalf of the community. | hope other residents will extefldank You

Directors that, as a Public Benefit® these volunteers.
Corporation, your inherent respon-
sibilities are to the residents WhOTo the Editor:

)é?;tgciélgeascigag%psc?rrtvteﬁis\,NceoP;g.- With the outcome of this [Southtown] lawsuit, we have learned noth-
ration, as you do to support Statdnd new. We already knew that the residents of Roosevelt Island were
services where you live. We Oughf:on5|dered irrelevant, seen from all the decisions taken by the manage
to be getting service out for ourment of RIOC, which does not care for this Island, except to exploit it
dollars in. We know you would 2Nd take their fat salaries. .
insist on this for your own commu- Why care? They do not live here and at the end of a working day they
nities. go back to their homes elsewhere. | would like to know if they are also
Residents expect you to attend t(90n5|dered “irrelevant” in the places where they live! 1 think the argu-

this issusow. You've already had ments on which the judges’ decision was based are outrageous an

since December to deal with it. No'nZUIt'ng- New Y
more excuses, no further delays. @PPY New vear.
Sherie Helstien

To RIOC —

In an EXTRA dated December 21, The WIRE reported on the
decision by the Appellate Division of the State Supreme

Court rejecting an appeal by two resident groups contesting

a July, 2000, State Supreme Court decision on Southtown
development. The following letters, and additional letters on
page 6, react to that decision (full text on Website NYC10044
at www.nyc10044.com) and the reports inthe  EXTRA.

Frank Farance

Adriana Vink

o To the Editor:
T?/\;re]ealfld:}%erstand that things | have never lived on Roosevelt Island, but my parents, Paula and
happen and safety first. The outPatrick and brothers, Peter and Anthony, were here at the beginning. S
rage [in the case of the current have been interested to watch the news and progress of the Island.
Tramway outage] was the timing, The recent court decision that the people of Roosevelt Island have nc
lack of polite apologetic notices,Stand'_”g_'n regards to development in their neighborhood goes agains
and Pataki’s false concern for NYCthe principles of land-use laws. Residents have my sincere empathy fo
after Sept 11. what is a truly disheartening event. | am guessing that there may be

Do we start a Draft Rudy for further legal maneuvers available to have your voices heard.
Governor movement? Dodhe _ Butwhatreally must follow from all this is a lesson for all New York
WIRE have a list of media namesState: gubernatorial “authorities” are anti-democratic at their roots. They
and government representative§hOU|d have ceased with the death of Robert Moses. _ _
with updated address, e-mail or Among the good people of Roosevelt Island are talented writers, jour-
phone numbers? | tried the Newhalists, researchers, and those who know and work with them. Some:
York State information site and wasPn€- Please write the story of how the people were ignored, as a warning
told that RIOC answers to no onel© the voters, when faced with the next bond issue creating an “author-
Susan Sinisi 'ty It may prove to be as big a bestselleTag Power Broker _

Paul Sheridan

To the Editor: Brooklyn, NY

| have read (onWebsite
NYC10044www.nyc10044.com) the
news of the potential extended .
Tramway outage with deep appre- Letters POhCy
hension.

The news does not name the “onIhe WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials.
site contractor” but, given their pastPuincation on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the writer’s name,
involvement, | presume Americanaddress' and phone number must be provided for verification and for our records.
Tramways dbes its own work Preferred methods of submission: By e-mall to Letters@MamStreetWIRIIE.com'

According to an article iﬂ'he (ASCII text preferred or use any wordprocessing software, but no MSWord files with

macros), or PC-standard 3.5-inch
WIREAugust 4, 2001, Mr. Blomer fioppy disk left at 531 Main Street for
of American Tramways knew backThe WIRE. Alternatives: Typed,
then that the haul rope would needouble-spaced copy left at 531 Main
to be changed and estimated thre$ireet or faxed to (212) 755-2540.
weeks out-of-service for the work. Clearly handwritten letters will be
Even though repairs were delaye@onsidered if brief, but we cannot take
pending availabilty of the paris Seplone dealonfeters
required, his time estimate had Nand to editing for length and clarity. We recommend observing a maximum length
See Letters , page 10 300 words, but will consider longer letters if their content merits the required space.

Letters deadline for

Jan. 26 issue: Jan. 21
Letters received after deadline
will be considered on a
space-available basis
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Happy New Year, neighbors! The Chinese curse is, “May you live in
interesting times,” and 2001 was nothing if not interesting. Here’s hop-
ing that 2002 will spare us from the curse of making interesting history
and that our nation and the world will find a rationale for peace.

Sherie and | celebrated New Year’s Eve with River Music, the PTA,
andThe Main Street WIRElancing to the big band sounds of the Ray
Abrams Orchestra. What a terrific

The

evening! Thanks, everyone. Ney

Year's Day, we were up early to
RIRA
Column

COMING UP

Compiled by WIRE staff — Fax information to 755-2540
e-mail ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com
or click on the e-mail link at www.nyc10044.com

Sat., Jan. 12 10:00 a.m.-12 noorAdult Computer Class: Intro-
duction to Microsoft Word, Library. Pre-registration required; call
308-6243 limit of four in class.

Sat., Jan. 12 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.mABC'’s of Private School Ad- ;
mission seminar led by Dr. Gina Lipton; first in a series of four familyii M ! mayor. The next day | sent him th¢
related topics, $20, at Island Kids, 536 Main Street. Informatigg: : following letter:

758-8408 OEUgene SChaper Dear Mayor Bloomberg:

Mon., Jan. 14 Island Kids spring semester starts; brochures at Pub-A resident of Rivercross for al- It was so nice to see you agai
lic Safety or call758-8408for information. most 25 years, Eugene Schapiryesterday on such a happy occé‘-
Tue., Jan. 15 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion Interpreter of Maladies died December 29. Known to allsion. My wife and | want to than
by Jhumpa Labhiri, Library. Advance registration required. his friends as Gene, he was maryou and your staff for inviting us

Thur., Jan. 17, 6:30 p.m.Nuts & Bolts of Writing Fiction with ried for 56 years to Evelyn (Lynn), to participate in such a happy, hopeful day. Everyone involved was help-
Island novelist Gwynne Forster, Library. Pre-registration required; GgHo died in November, 1999. ful and courteous. The hot cider and blankets at City Hall were such a
308-6243 Born June 16, 1919, in Manhat-thoughtful touch and, I'm sure, prevented some frostbitten toes during

Fri., Jan. 18, 10:00-11:00 a.mAdult Computer Class: E-mail for tan, Gene served as a navigator ithe ceremonies in sub-freezing weather. The reception in the stunningly
Beginners Library. Pre-registration required, limit of four in class; caf bomber squadron in World Warrenovated Tweed Courthouse was great fun and impeccably organized
308-6243 II. After the war, he worked as anThe catering was terrific and we especially liked the Big Apples in the

Tue., Jan. 22 7:00 p.m., Meeting dRoosevelt Island Committee of accountant at several firms, thercenterpieces.

Community Board 8, Island House Community Room, 575 Main Streelvent back to college in 1985 to Now that the campaign is over, | hope to continue our discussions of
Topic: Future actions of the committee. earn an MSW. He worked severaRoosevelt Island and its lack of elected representative government. We'v
Thur., Jan. 24, 6:30 p.m.Nuts & Bolts of Writing Fiction (part 2) years as a social worker with homejust learned (and perhaps you are unaware) that our Tram is down “in-
with Island novelist Gwynne Forster, Library. Pre-registration requirgégss veterans. Upon retirement, h@efinitely” as a result of the engineering company who operates and
call 308-6243 was a volunteer tutor at PS 217 orinaintains it cutting a new haul cable eight feet too short. RIOC re-
Thur., Jan. 24, 6:30 p.m., meeting dRIRA Housing Committee the Island, helping many young stusponded by laying off the entire Tram operating staff just four days
andRIRA Membership Committee. Information: 758-8634 dents to achieve their potential. before Christmas. As a businessman, I'm sure you will demand a level

Sat., Jan. 26 next issue of he Main Street WIRE Deadlines: Ad- After open-heart surgery in 1975,0f competence in City Hall that is,
vertising in the paper, Fri., Jan. 18; decision on stuffer§fa Bag, he started running and subsesadly, missing in the administra
Mon., Jan. 21, with materials duequently ran the New York City tion of Roosevelt Island. We hop¢
Thur., Jan. 24Future issueggen- marathon several times in his latéghat we can persuade you and yo
erally every two weeks as follows:50's and 60’s. administration to hold RIOC and

attend Mike Bloomberg’s inaugu-
ration as New York City’s 108th

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to

Editor@MainStreetWIRE.com, fax to
755-2540, or leave copy at the desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to The
WIRE. Provide a telephone number
for possible follow-up.

Feb. 9, Feb. 23, Mar 9, Mar 23, Both Gene and Lynn were activethe State of New York accountabl
Apr. 6, Apr. 20, May 4, May 18, members of the Ethical Humanistin their stewardship of New York
June 1, June 15, June 29 (FourtBociety of Long Island. Born City property.

of July issue), July 27 (reducedMarch 12, 1921, the youngest of Happy New Year, Mr. Mayor,
summer schedule), Aug 24, Septiive children, Evelyn traveled to and our best wishes for a success

7, Sept. 21, Oct. 5, Oct. 19, Nov.Texas to his Army Air Corps train- ful four years.
2 (pre-election issue), Nov. 9ing base to marry Gene. They had
(post-election), Nov. 23, Dec. 14 (holiday issuBhonéfax for news,
826-905%755-2540; phone/fax for advertising inquirie§51-8214 Joe, survive them.
755-2540; to list your organization’s Island events here (no charge)Memorial contributions may be You may recall that our new

fax information t0755-2540 or e-mailComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Tue., Jan. 29 6:30 p.m.Magician Matess Library. Free. Children 747 Amsterdam Avenue, Newhere last October. Did you kno

of all ages are welcome.

Sat., Feb. 27:00 p.m.,Concert — Georgie Bonds and the Blues- Eugene and Evelyn Schapiro to alaughter on the Fourth of July for %
keepers PS/IS 217 Auditorium, presented by the PS/IS 217 Beaasharity of one’s choice. Some ofthe fireworks? He was outraged to

Program of the Roosevelt Island Youth Program. Free.

Wed., Feb. 6 8:00 p.m.Residents Association Common Council want to join others in a memorialon our Tram and, after breakfast-

Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., Feb. 19 6:30 p.m.Book Discussion Surfacingby Margaret formation, call935-9705

Atwood, Library. Advance registration required.

Sat., Mar. 2, 7:00 p.m.,Concert — Los Soneros de OrienteSon
style Afro-Cuban song, PS/IS 217 Auditorium, presented by the P
217 Beacon Program of the Roosevelt Island Youth Program. Free

Wed., Mar. 6, 8:00 p.m.Residents Association Common Council

Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.
Tue., Mar. 19, 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionThe Readeby Bernhard ning novelist, will present a two- ate with an eight-foot-short haul cable. With luck, it can, and when |
Schlink, Library. Advance registration required.

Wed., Apr. 3, 8:00 p.m.Residents Association Common Council of Fiction Writing,as a special pro-

Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., Apr. 16, 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionDivine Secrets of the Ya-New York Public Library.
Ya Sisterhootly Rebecca Wells, Library. Advance registration required
Wed., May 1, 8:00 p.m.Residents Association Common Council

Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., May 21, 6:30 p.m.Book DiscussionCold Mountairby Charles

Frazier, Library. Advance registration required.

dusbrary Series —

Senior Center

Monday

Friday

10:30,Blood Pressure Screen- 9:00, Citizenship

ing
12:45,Arts & Crafts (RIDA)

Tuesday
10:00,Jazzercise
1:30,Games(RISA)

Wednesday
9:15,Stay Well Exercise
10:00,English as 2nd Lan-

guage(beginner)
11:00,English as 2nd Lan-
guage(intermediate)
12:30,0riental Calligraphy
(Jan. 16)

Thursday
10:00,Tai Chi
10:30,Creative Arts
12:30,Movie
7:00,Dance Class

10:00,English as 2nd Lan-
guage(beginner)
10:15,Canceled until Febru-
ary: Yoga Stretch
11:00,English as 2nd Lan-
guage(intermediate)
11:15,Stay Well
7:30,Lotto
Saturday
7:30,Bingo (RISA)

Special Events

Mon., Jan. 14 11:00-12:30,
MetroCard Bus

Mon., Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m., Martin

Luther King Party

Mon., Jan. 28 10:00 a.m., Health

Lecture and Blood Pressure
Screening

Home-delivered meals available: 744-5022xt.1203

Website NYC10044 « www.nyc10044.com

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island
Residents Association

three sons, two of whom, Stan and

made to OneStop Senior ServicedWlayor addressed a Town Meeting

York 10025, or in the names ofthat he came out here with his

Matthew Katz
RIRA President
e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

Gene’s friends on the Island mayfind that his Metrocard didn’t work

gift to the PS/IS 217 PTA. For in-ing with a group from the Island,
myself included, gave a press conference in Tram Plaza to decry the
state of affairs.
The good news is that Wengerd Farms is still ensconced under
Motorgate for the immediate future. The bad news is that we are with-
H out a Tram “indefinitely.” What RIOC has told me, and what has finally
FOrSter on F|Ct|0n been disseminated by RIOC in official postings, is that the New York
Gwynne Forster, the award-win- State Department of Labor must determine whether the Tram may oper-

part workshopThe Nuts and Bolts know, so will you.

Other good news: Our blood drive netted 63 pints of Roosevelt Island
gram at the Island Branch of theblood to supplement a diminished City supply. This happened only be-
cause you Islanders are who you are. As the Aussies say, “Good on ye
mates!” This compares with the 65 pints raised last Roosevelt Island
Day during balmy weather and heavy foot-traffic on Main Street. | know

that the Icla da Silva Foundation and the New York Blood Center are
pleased. Perhaps our goal of 100 pints was too ambitious. Still, there
are 7.9 gallons of blood available to save lives that weren’t there on
January 4.

Many thanks to RIRA Common Council members Vicki Feinmel,
Dolores Green, Rhoda Jacklin, Debbie Julian, Cookie Lugo, Mosud
Mannan, Larry Parnes, Ethel Romm, Margie Smith, and David Stone for
braving the cold at the Farmer’s Market to persuade y’all to sign up and
squeeze out a pint. And special thanks to those residents, RIRA mem
bers all, who volunteered because that's just the kind of people they are
Sangeeta Goyal, Sherie Helstien, Bruce Kolins, George Rubin, Teri
Sheridan, Ron and Fay Vass, and Robin Williams.

My respect and admiration for the effort, professionalism and caring
of Alci and Airam da Silva, founders and leaders of the Icla da Silva

o ] Foundation, know no bounds. They kept it together when New York
Part one is scheduled at 6:30 p.mBlood Center staffing glitches caused unconscionable backups Saturda
Thursday (January 17), and willmorning. My apologies to those of you who had to wait and my thanks
cover how to craft a novel. Theto those of you who left and returned to donate later in the day.
second part, January 24, will ad- As | write this, our Councilmember, Gifford Miller, has just received
vise on how to make the first sale the votes of his colleagues to become Speaker of the City Council. Our

This is the second time the work-heartiest congratulations to Gifford; we expect great things of you! In
shops have been given by the auGovernor Pataki's State of the State address today, he mentioned th
thor, who was asked to return byneed for affordable housing so that New Yorkers aren’t forced to leave
Frannie Crook, the branch’s Chieftheir communities. Was he thinking of us? The Governor is on record
Librarian, because of the popular-n his support for local control of small communities and for the preser-
ity of her first series. Admission is vation of parkland. Let's hope we can get his attention as arbiter of
free, but pre-registration is requiredRoosevelt Island’s future.
due to limited seating. As the Common Council starts the second half of its term we will try

Gwynne Forster (her nom deto continue sponsoring those events that make us visible on Main Street
plume) is Gwen Johnson-Acsadi toparties and dances, fundraisers, and Town Meetings. If your building
her Roosevelt Island friends. Herreps aren’t out there sharing information, selling Cokes, pushing a broom,
first mainstream, general-fiction making Roosevelt Island a better place to live, kick 'em in the butt and
novel,When Twilight Comesvill make them do better. You elect us, we serve you. Make your vote coun
be published February 1. by insisting on excellence!




4 « The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Jan. 12, 2002

MY MOUNT TOM DAY CAMP

: : Serving Discerning Families with Excellence Since 1955...
— - and Roosevelt Island’s Families for Over 20 Years
// \\ « Located Near Pelham Manor + Red Cross Instructional Swim Program
a ,‘ t \ \ « Door-to-Door Transportation/Short Commute * Music, Drama and Dance
« Non-Competitive Atmosphere » Tennis Instruction

« All Groups (ages 3-13) led by Professional Educators + Origami and Arts & Crafts
« Early Childhood Program led by Experienced + Skill Development in Team Sports
Mount Tom Day School Staff » Nature/Science Program

Call Doug Volan or Stan Friedmann, Directors, to enroll,
schedule a visit or for further information.

48 Mount Tom Road New Rochelle, NY 10805 914-636-8130 lg@ ACCREDITED

Web site: MOUNTTOMDAYCAMP.COM CAMP ®
E-Mail: MTTOMCAMP@AOLCOM American Camping Association

applications for a grab bag of events anj
Tram from page 1 devices: large tents, elevators, ski lifts anj
Tramways, window cleaning scaffolds
knows what people are thinking. “For theplaces of public assembly. Its industry in
layperson, ‘Look, how the hell can you bespection bureau enforces safety regulatio
eight feet short?"” he said. covering these activities, doing 9,000 carn
But it's not as simple as cutting five feetval ride inspections a year, for examplg
of yarn, he said: the procedure is compliThere’s even a Passenger Tramway Ad
cated, there are “layers and stages to gory Council, supported by the bureau, whig
through,” and in the ski-lift and Tram busi-advises the State labor commissioner.
ness, mistakes do happen. “It's not the first Blomer’s hope for a mid-February reopen
time and it won’t be the last,” he said. “I'ding rests on the smooth completion of se
do anything to have it back, but it's not aeral approval steps, and the rigging and tes
reality, and the reality is that we have to findhg of the line.
a way to cope with the situation.” A spokeswoman for the Labor Departme
The solution that American Tramways arsaid that the plans that American Tramwayg
rived at — after considering “a dozen differwill submit to Albany must first be stamped
ent scenarios,” Blomer said — was to modifpr approved, by a New York State license
the way the haul cable is attached to the apngineer. Once that is done, the division]
proximately meter-wide bollard, or drum, aengineers will take up the matter; she sa@
they can generally pass on an applicatid
within about a week after they receive it.
The final green light has to come from th
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporatio
which owns the Tram. John Melia, RIOC’S
newly-appointed vice president for public in
formation and community affairs, said RIOQ
would follow the Labor Department’s find-
ings. If the State rejects the modification,
new cable would have to be installed, i
which case, Blomer said, it could be monthg
before service resumes.
RIOC, which has been closely monitoring
the situation, said that the plans were to g
delivered from Europe to Watertown thig
week. American Tramways is a unit of thq
Doppelmayr group of Austria. The Tram
way was built by the Swiss company Vo
Roll, whose aerial transportation busineg
was absorbed by Doppelmayrin 1996. Thu
the adjustments under review now are co
ing from the same company that installed thg
system 26 years ago.
Tram cabin #2 sits on the grass at the Island Me“a described the overall repair project
Tramway station while the short-cable problem  Which cost $350,000, as the most extensie

Open Your Arms to Help A Child
is sorted out. in the Tramway’s history. Blomer said the

e Tramua | Sheltering Arms Children Service
carriages, which connect the cabins to tH

the top of the cabin’s carriage assembly, istationary track cables, were rebuilt. Bea 122 East 29th Street New YOFk, N.Y. 10016

such a way as to recover 11 feet of cablengs, bushings, hanger arms, axle comps

“We're saving one wrap around that,” henents, and the main hanger tubes were g 212.689.1702
said, “and increasing the plate clamps thgilaced, and the hydraulic track-rope brakeg
hold the initial section of the rope to createn both cars were rebuilt. An engineer fro
the same equivalent holding force.” The&witzerland conducted a mechanical inspef-
holding power and rope tensions would b#&on, and the welds and electrical system wefe

altered to achieve “the same amount dlso inspected.
safety” associated with a multiple wrap Island residents have complained about tije

Become a Foster Parent

%
]

around the bollard. timing of the work, and Blomer conceded th
Going from a 2.5 to a 1.5 wrap is esserit's preferable to do a shutdown in the su
tially an engineering problem, one that musner. American Tramways did not get the cor- 9 3 6-6 6 6 6
be reviewed by the Division of Health &tract to operate the Tram until July, the cable - - .
Safety of the New York State Departmenhad not been ordered at that time, and other We have been providing quality service to
of Labor. problems pushed back the work, he said. Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

Blomer said that the company’s Swiss- “The maintenance had to be done,

based engineers were making a submittal 8lomer said, and it was his judgment thgt T fo g : o)
technical information and drawings to thdor safety reasons it couldn’t wait until July TWIN's "A(‘:IfgﬁsgrgyaﬁgeTngig [?nﬁloﬁsﬁhrgoggmﬁ]%ggm gspsrl)(r)(r)lvgase#SGS)

State agency. 2002, for example. Others familiar with thq h . d
In preparing for the submittal, Blomer saidproject said that a Canadian testing compal;y . 24-hour service, 365 days a year ,
the company’s personnel had already méad found numerous flaws in the 6-year-ol Service to and from anywhere — Manhattan & Queens our specialty

with State engineers on site to brief them ohaul cable, and Blomer himself tolthe

the proposal and show them the component&/IRE last summer that it had exceeded ifs SERVICE INFORMATION
“They commented very favorably on the pronormal usefulness by a year or two. Hourly rate available
posal,” he said. “They are willing to work “We want it to be safe and to get to th¢ Airport Service

with us on this thing as long as we could prasther end without a problem,” Blomer said| Flat rates from $12

vide them with a good engineering packagadding that it's in the best interests of Amerg Accounts Welcome
that answers the questions.” can Tramways employees, Island residengs, Comfortable A/C sedans

The Division of Health & Safety’s engi- and the company itself to get the Tram ruf
neering services unit is in charge of permiing again as soon as possible.
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aturday Hours

That’s right. We’ve been listening to what the Roosevelt Island community has to

say about its needs in financial services, so we’re adding Saturday morning hours

while keeping the rest of our schedule intact. Now, the Better Way to Bank isn’t a
bank at all. It's your neighborhood Credit Union.

-—— Montauk Hours ——-

| Monday-Wednesday & Friday |
| Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

: Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs :
I Thursday I
I Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p-m.
| Doors open until 7:30 |
| Saturday |
|  Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon|
| ATM 24/7 « NYCE affiliate

License #730671

' : H Rls I v Credit Cards Accepted

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

Sales & Service
Est. 1961

Free Estimates in Shop. MoSn.-Fg. é)-?

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair at. 9-
In-Home Service 7 18-3 9 2- 7444 21-16 36th Av.
All Work Guaranteed LIC, NY 11106

Free checking * Competitive interest on savings accounts
Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street » Phone (212) 643-3900 Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

REGISTER NOW

Poﬁ'er'y for Adults Tuesday 7:30-9:30pm

Sculpture 4-13yrs. Tuesday 4,5, & 6:00pm

Beginner Photography 10-13yrs. Fri. 5:30pm

The PTA of PS/IS 217

would like to extend our warmest thanks to
everyone who helped make our New Year's Eve
Fundraiser, featuring the Ray Abrams Big
Band, a swinging success.

We'd like to acknowledge the following
individuals; without their assistance we would
never have been able to pull it off.

Dick Lutz and The Main Street WIRE for the
inspiration and for getting the message out.

Robin Russell and River Music for bringing us the sound.

Nancy and Worth Howe of The Main Street
Theatre for the loan of the risers.

Pete, José, Manuel, Pedro, Rickey, and
Julio from PS/IS 217 for their
dedication to our children, their labor,
and their sweat.

Israel and Wengerd Farms for the
wonderful fruits and veggies we
munched on, and his continuing support.

John Catsimatidis and Gristede's for the New Year's cake and
the large gift basket of sweets we raffled off.

Julie's Sports Bar for taking a chance on us.

Dolores Green of RISA for the great deal on the hors
d'oeuvres.

Marilyn and the staff from The Manhattan Park Theater Club
for giving us the time we needed to set up.

And last but not least, Fay Christian, a PS/IS 217 teacher who
came back to help us clean up at 1:00 a.m. on New Year's

e Happy New Year!

Tumbling walking-4yrs Wedns. 9, 10, & 11:00

Music & Rhythm walk-4yrs. Friday 9,10 & 11:00
Art & Imagination 18mo-4yrs. Mon. 11:45 & 1

TOTO 2-23yrs. Monday & Thursday 3:30-5:00

Learning Group 2-4yrs-3x week-call for info.

Island Kids is also pleased to offer a series of four

seminars for active parents and kids.

1. Jan. 12 ABC's of Private School Admissions

2. Feb. 9 How to Nurture Your Childs Sense of Internal
Motivation

3. March 23 How Many Activities are Enough?

4. April 27 What's Next? Career Development for Mothers

IK's brochure available at Public Safety & Island Kids.

Call 758-8408 for more information.

Roosevelt Island on the Web

Island History:
www.nyc10044.com/timeln/timeline.html
Southtown History:

www.nyc10044.com/stnchron/chron.html

WIRE back issues, too
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In Landmark Ruling, Court Rejects L
Residents’ Southtown Challenge The Man Sireet WIRE {?ﬁh

by Robert Laux-Bachand Alternative’s appeal, which was This WIRdE EXTRA \tAJIaS pu?lishe)d
The Appellate Division of the prepared by Robert Chira, a law- Friday, December 21 (2001),
State Supreme Court has dismisseyer and Island resident. SOUT T e B aline in  ansiemark Poding, Bram dnneais Cooser
a challenge to Southtown, allowing The Appeals-Court decision Division of the State Supreme Court. i s’ L] Sl |
g ) g : ) : State St 8 Loty Ly I oAnio Loyt Lo
the long-stalled housing develop-deals with three major questions: q Becaﬂsehdllséﬂbutlon \évatShSplott()jl P T T T T i —
ment tO gO forward' * WaS the RIOC t_)oardys 4_0 VOte g{(l)rl]’?/ ItSel’epoUIb|g¥1£Ceirlll’(l) ti’]iS (iesseuae, . " = Py T . ILI.I -l mll mamm
The unanimous decision of theto approve the project valid? along with letters from RIRA's i Rl e B [ AL LAY IR My
five-judge panel, handed down - Did RIOC violate the State En- attO_E?ey afnd fror?ttt?e I_stt_eerl?g x
Tuesday (December 18), is a vicvironmental Quality Review Act  SOTHEEE O 0N o Reesrl)cg%es‘?blse’
tory for the Roosevelt Island Op-(SEQRA) when it decided against  southtown Development (RIRSD).
erating Corporation (RIOC) and theordering a Supplemental Environ- The fu||/|VisZu§> isN a;yg}lggzoq i
i i epsite al
developers it selected to build thenental Impact Statement? waw.nyc10044.com. along with the text
1,956-unit complex, the Related  Does the plan violate the of the appeal decision. Some printed
Companies, LP, and The Hudsonsland’s General Development copies may siill be available at
Companies, Inc. Plan? The court describes the GDP merchant storefronts.
The first two buildings on the 19- as setting forth “a broad program
acre site, which has been fenced offor the development of the Island”contended that RIOC should have
since early 2001, are expected tinto two distinct areas, Northtown ordered a Supplemental Environ- ——

house workers from Upper Eastand Southtown, which were to bemental Impact Statement on the
Side medical institutions. separated by “approximately sixHudson/Related plan, which differs
The Hudson/Related plan andacres.” greatly from the original 1990 plan
RIOC’s approval of it in Septem- On the first point, the Court con-for the site.
ber, 1999, were challenged by threeluded that “the unanimous vote by But the Court approved of the
sets of residents: Roosevelt Islandthe four [RIOC Board] membersway RIOC handled the matter, not-
ers for Responsible Southtown Depresent at the Sept. 22, 1999, meeing that, at RIOC’s direction,
velopment (RIRSD); the Alterna- ing, who constituted a majority of Hudson/Related hired the same
tive Southtown Design Committee;the six members then in office, wasompany that prepared the full En-
and the Roosevelt Island Residenta valid action by the board.” vironmental Impact Statement for
Association (RIRA). RIRSD had argued that under Nevthe original project — a 600-page
In an unusually-long 33-pageYork’s General Construction Law, report —to do an environmental as-
opinion written by the presiding the four members at the meetinggessment of the changes planned
judge, Eugene Nardelli, a 1999 apfailed to constitute a quorum everfor Southtown. The trial court held
pointee of Governor George Patakithough several of the nine Boarahis was a sufficiently “hard look”
the Court rejected all of the argu-slots were unfilled. Nardelli held at the possible effects, and said the
ments presented by RIRSD and Althat the explicit language of thechanges fall short of the extensive [
ternative in their briefs and at theRIOC act, allowing action by a requirements for additional studies.
June 12 oral arguments. The judge$najority of the directors then in  The size of Blackwell Park fig-
also rejected the Residentffice,” permits avariance from theures in this part of the ruling:
Association’s attempt to interveneGeneral Construction law. “Petitioners first assert that thesite plan increases the total amourfirms, Carter, Ledyard & Milburn,
in the proceedings, saying that the RIRSD had framed part of its ar-Related/Hudson site plan reducesf open space from 8.2 acres tdor RIOC, and Sive, Paget &
trial court acted properly when itgument on this question in broadhe size of Blackwell Park by more15.1 acres, with 5.4 acres of opeiRiesel, for Hudson/Related.
excluded the organization, whichterms, asserting that the RIOChan a third, from approximately space between Northtown and Nardelli also rejected the asser-
filed its motion to intervene threeBoard “could conceivably dwindle six acres to 3.86 acres, althouglsouthtown, which is ‘approxi- tion that the 1999 environmental
months after a statutory deadline.to one member,” thus defeating thehey fail to acknowledge that themately six acres,” even though theassessment failed to adequately
The decision supported all butbasic purpose of a quorum requirepark was actually encroached upospace is not contiguous. evaluate the impact of shadows on
one of Justice Harold Tompkins’ ment, which is to assure that govby prior developmentin connection The Court’s open-space findingBlackwell House. Hudson/
rulings in his trial-court decision in ernmental proceedings are demowith Northtown. closely follows the arguments pre-Related’s buildings will be closer
July, 2000. His one error was con<ratic. The appellate decision does “Further, the Related/Hudsonsented by the respondents’ law See Ruling , page 9
fusing RIRSD with RIRA, and not stray into this territory.
thereby finding that RIRSD was tooNardelli also dismissed a claim that
late in filing its papers. the board members representing the

In fact, the bulk of Nardelli’'s State housing commissioner andR[RA’S Counse/ Says COUft Has “an i”'ConSidered

opinion is devoted to RIRSD’s ap-budget director were improperly

peal, which was prepared on a pralesignated because they camefroreXpanSive VieW Of the pOWQrS Of the RIOC BOard... ”

bono basis by LeBoeuf, Lamb,a pool of designees. _ _ _ _

Greene & MacRae, a large Man- On the second question — com70 the Editor: from what is mapp_eql inthe GDP, Irated in the RIOC statute. Rather,
hattan law firm. The opinion con-pliance with the State environmen- | am writing to clarify certain do not read the opinion as modify-the Court proceeded to analyze the
tains only passing references tdal law — Alternative and RIRSD misconceptions regarding the opining the requirements of the GDP oRIRSD/RIRA arguments whether

ion of the Appellate Division in its that it can be ignored by RIOC.the Related/Hudson project vio-

consideration of the challenges t&pecifically, | see no basis in thelated the GDP. Unfortunately, the

. i 7 the Related/Hudson Southtownopinion for a view that Southpoint, Court found the project not in vio-
RIRSD TOO mUCh at Stake"' project. designated in the GDP to be opetation of the GDP. In other words,
To The Community: First, let me congratulatéhe space, can be converted to any forrthe Court did not find that an Is-

Many of you saw the last issueTfie WIREand probably concluded WIREfor its swift, comprehensive, of commercial or residential useland resident can't challenge a vio-
that the Southtown fight was over. Not so. We (RIRSD) are taking #itel overwhelmingly accuratewithout amendment of the GDP. lation of the GDP in court, only that
case to a higher level. analysis of the opinion. As the at- | also see nothing in the opinionthe challenge will be adjudicated

We filed our original suit to stop the current plan for Southtown kterney for RIRA in the litigation, | to substantiate the view, apparentlyinder the strict criteria applied to
cause we sincerely believe it will be disastrous for the Island. We simust concur that the opinion takeexpressed by Mr. Kraut, that nei-such governmental actions as en-
ply cannot give up now, especially since the legal decisions handed dawgyrettably restricted view of thether RIRA nor individual residents vironmental decisions.
have been so flawed. role of the residents of Roosevelof Roosevelt Island have standing There is no doubt that the courts

We've been told that we, as a community, have no legal standing wistsind in the land-use decisions afto attack land-use decisionswill give great latitude to RIOC in
it comes to how the Island will be developed. They refer to us as “mefelging their daily lives, and an ill- through litigation. fashioning the future of Roosevelt
an incidental beneficiary.” considered expansive view of the RIRSD sought to persuade thdsland. But the opinion in the

Our counsel (LeBoeuf Lamb) is convinced that the recent decisimwers of the RIOC Board to makeappellate court that the standard o8outhtown case does not give
erred in numerous areas and they’re optimistic that the Court of Appé##ise decisions. review that should be used in evaluRIOC a blank check to ignore the
will be willing to hear this case. Given the intricacy of some of the legaHowever, the picture is not quiteating the RIOC designation forvision of Island development writ-
issues involved, the public importance of the case, and their belief #zableak as RIOC’s counsel, andouthtown should be the expansivéen into the General Development
the lower court just got some things wrong, they are as anxious as WREDE Board members Kayser andtandard that applies to governmenPlan, and, through the RIOC stat-
to continue this fight. Kraut, have articulated. The opin-tal leases, rather than the restricute, into the law of the State of New

Procedure requires that we first get permission to appeal. When ajuthitioes not hold that the Generalive standard of review applicableYork. In my view, the GDP is in-
permission is granted, we can then do the actual filing. While less thBewaelopment Plan is “illustrative to, among other things, challengesorporated in State law by its spe-
third of these motions for permission to appeal are approved, thosedhBt” Rather, the Court states, into alleged inadequate environmeneific inclusion in the statute that es-
are approved have a good chance of success at the higher court lewat it calls the Background por-tal impact statements. The Courtablished RIOC. As a matter of

Our lawyers expect to file the appeal request by the end of the wetln of the opinion, that the site plandeclined to apply the more generState law, | believe, the GDP is

Too much is at stake for the future of the Island for us to stop at #gsforth in the GDP is “illustrative ous standard of review, holding thabinding on RIOC, and divergence
point. We want to thank the huge number of residents who supporteshiis and does not indicate the fi-RIRSD, and by extension anyfrom the requirements of the GDP
so far and we hope all will join us as we go higher until we, as a compmalform or location of the improve- Roosevelt Island resident or grougcan be attacked by any Islander.
nity, are heard. ments.” of residents, was not a third-partyWhile it is evident that the Appel-

So, before this new year ends, we offer you our warmest wishes forThis statement, while of signifi- beneficiary of the lease oflate Division will give RIOC along
Roosevelt Island where you can make a U-turn without driving seveishce in supporting the Court’sRoosevelt Island from the City toleash in interpreting the GDP, wit-
miles, where our open spaces are beautified, not reduced, where deggalgration of the RIRA-RIRSD the State. nessed by the Court’s dismissal of
opment is carried out in the manner envisioned by the General Devedogument that the maps in the GDP | find the Court’s analysis of this the arguments regarding the
ment Plan, where the Island is administered by people directly ele¢teshed a basis for the claim thatissue deficient. But even if themapped location of Blackwell
by the residents and, of course, peace, health and tranquility for our Blekwell Park continues to be lo-Court’s view is accepted, it saysPark, still, | believe, RIOC ignores
Island, our City, and our globe. cated within the proposednothing about the standing ofthe GDP at its litigation peril.

We'll keepThe WIREposted on our legal progress. Southtown development, does noRIRSD, RIRA, or any Island resi- Jeffrey E. Glen

Roosevelt Islanders for Responsible Southtown Developmentrender the GDP “illustrative only.” dent to seek review of the RIOC Glen, a member of the law firm
Lee Edelman, Linda Heimer, Steve Marcusihile in the Court’s view the spe-designation of Related/Hudson ag\nderson, Kill & Olick, is litiga-
Nurit Marcus, Margie Smith cifics of land planning may differ violative of the GDP as incorpo-tion counsel to RIRA.
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Pain and Suffering Award Recalls 1998 Tram-Crane Accident

elected to stay there even after or-
dinary impulse told them they

. . i I* i Y
o s Ther Mawn Stresl WIRE
The accident is being investi- = -

gated by New York State, as re- Inland Eacne Trengir 'E"i'"llr'

quired by law, and an official re-

portwill ultimately be issued. But = FCHD Lmprs OFF Trarmaem)p S,
some key facts have been estab-
lished through conversations with ~ #%11 Lad el Towrt Weediergr Toverggfel
informed observers and those at the nE g L e i
scene at the time of the collision: '|' Fel=opls 1

* No Console Operator was on ot i B
duty at the time of the accident.
Though a supervisor was in the
console booth because mainte-
nance workers were on the tower,
he was not functioning as a Con-
sole Operator — not there to moni-
tor the Tram’s proximity to the
crane. Console operators were i Mmamma Tram Trip }
eliminated by RIOC in the Fall of = Thes Clhews, Feruw '

1997 in an attempt to economize. [’ Fal | aa] Bl
» After the accident, a RIOC

webste Nvc100as  SpOKesperson asserted at first that p — _—
Photo from Roosevelt Island shows the reach of the barge-based crane in a Console Operator would not have ! B N hpen
relation to Tramway tower height, been able to see the accident, later

that there was a Console Operator

A RO utlne Tram Trlp, on duty. Those familiar with Tram- =g

way operation say a Console Op-
erator, functioning in that capacity, i

Th e n C h a_OS y Te rro r would have had a clear view of the

accident about to happen. — i

Over the East River < The automatic mit switches. |

gan, were supposed to keep the

Reprinted from The WIRE, Summerville crane would be rang-crane at least 12 feet from the
February 4, 1998 ing near the very predictable patiTram. There is speculation, as yet [ - .

An 8:52 a.m. trip. of the Tramway’s cabins. unconfirmed, that the limit switches

Tuesday, January 24. Tram workers had noticed, dayswvere not restored after an overnight

Weather clear. before, that the crane operator mugteriod of crane activity during

A RIOC surveillance tape would be lifting limit switches, and there Tramway down time. the medical team that treated his
later show that more than twohad been complaints and discus- * A representative of the craneC raSh from page 1 injuries.
dozen boarded Aerial Tramwaysion to reinforce safety. operator has offered to pay medi- Golomb said that, although the
Car No. 1, Manhattan-bound. Even then, this was a routine trip.cal expenses for at least one injurethen, but | did break it.” The Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-

passenger. plexiglas window next to Reitherration was named as a defendant in

» Two trips prior to the accident, was dislodged and lost during thehe pain and suffering case, RIOC
children and wheelchair-bound rid-event. Reither thinks his elbowwas eliminated from the defendant
ers were aboard. may have done it. list once the crane operator’s insur-

* RIOC President Jerome Blue “I wound up landing in the ance carrier conceded full respon-
did not go to the scene of the accimiddle of the Tram, probably aboutsibility for the accident. “This was
dent. eight to ten feet from where | wasnot the fault of the Tram people,

* The Roosevelt Island Operat-initially, on my back, toward the but was exclusively the fault of the
ing Corporation has made nocenter where the doors are. crane people who failed to follow
known attempts to contact the pas- “I tried to get up, and | felt pain in-place safety precautions. They
sengers who were injured. down my back and both arms, andlidn’t follow the drill. Somebody

A group of passengers who werd thought, ‘Whoa, I'm not going to just didn’t do what they were sup-
injured have gathered to discuss theove.’ | couldn’t move my head. posed to do. There really was no
possibility of legal action. Patrick a couple of people came over talefense in terms of causing what
Stewart, President of the Rooseveline. Myeyes were closed most ofhappened, and the negligence of the
Island Residents Association, hashe time, | was in a tremendouscontractor,” Golomb said. “The
suggested that a suit against RIO@mount of pain. only issue became what compen-
and RIOC executives might be ap- “They took me to New York sation [my client] was entitled to
propriate. “We warned them re-Hospital on a board. They did x-for pain and suffering and limita-
peatedly,” Stewart says, “thatrays and sent me home, with Sutions on activities.”
elimination of the Console Opera-per-Tylenol pills. Itdidn'tgetbet- Reither, who is a self-employed
tors would reduce the safety of theer.” Reither said that after someelecommunications consultant, is

NewsChannel4

operation.” attempts at physical therapy, arb4. He said this week, “I can’t
No babies in strollers, no chil- Even with two maintenance Aftermath MRI revealed that surgery wouldmove my neck very far because all
dren, no wheelchairs. workers on tower number 3, greas- Immediately after the damagedbe needed. the disks are fused. My elbow has

An experienced cabin attendanting the track ropes, and a superviear docked in Manhattan, perhaps A 26-year resident of the Islandsome minor limitations — | can’t
Elliot Isaac, veteran of 18 years orsor in the booth as required whe (he first lived in Island House), straighten it out all the way. My
the Tramway, secured the straps gtersonnel are potentially at risk Reither said, “The first couple of lower back hurts. | sometimes have
the turnstiles, slid the platform bar-a routine trip. times back on the Tram were a littleminor pains down my arms and fin-
rier gate into place, closed the cabin Collision bit nerve-wracking. I've been ongers. You take Tylenol and you
doors. Then, at the controls, he did “There was a bang, like an ex the Tram a few times when therdive with it.”
what he had done hundreds of timeplosion,” one passenger says }"" were emergency stops, and there’s Reither said he was surprised that

before to start a trip. “Then we were all on the floor, the that ‘whoa’ feeling again.” no one from RIOC contacted him
Routine. cabin swinging wildly. | thought The insurance carrier for the firmafter the accident. “I never heard
Nothing, at the start, to suggestve were going to go down.” [Seeg ~ doing the bridge work paid once from RIOC. No ‘How are
that within minutes there would berelated report on passenger ac: ' »i Reither's damage award, which isyou, is there anything we can do?’
a dozen injuries, seconds of chaosounts, this page.] annel T Byewrness news  Shared with his attorney, David— nothing. They were totally ab-
and minutes of terror, then news The huge boom of the construc- Golomb, and various members ofent during this whole thing.”
choppers overhead, ambulancedion crane had hit the bottom lefta dozen passengers left the station,
and — in the small way thatcorner of the leading edge of thebut some 20 registered their pres-
Roosevelt Island sometimes maneabin, and while the 3,000 horse-ence on a sheet of paper that Pub- RIRA President Stewart and fivedent Blue faxed members of the
ages — media attention and historypower motors of the Tramway con-lic Safety holds, and eleven wereother Islanders secured a next-daRIOC Board of Directors asking
Precautions tinued to pull the cabin toward taken to hospitals — at least one oappointment with RIOC Presidentauthorization to spend $20,000 of
Weeks before, there had beemManhattan — and Cabin No. 2 to-a stretcher, another in a wheelchaiBlue,who then failed to show up andlsland public purpose funds for bus
special Tram trips, pausing over thavard Roosevelt Island — Cabin No.others limping or dazed. sent two deputies in his place. Theervice. (Public purpose funds are
East River while operators of al was retarded in its progress while Some injuries drew blood, while residents then decided to leave foearmarked for Island social pur-
crane helping with repairs of theits overhead hanger arm continuedthers went unnoticed in the excitelack of a RIOC decision-maker whoposes, not as RIOC emergency
Queensboro Bridge set limitto move. Then, seconds laterment, even until the next day whercould respond to the crisis actively.money.)
switches that offered assurancéauled clear of the crane, the cabipain presented itself unexpectedly Unlike custom established in all RIRA, which was already plan-
their long reach, sometimes augswung wildly — “so wildly that | as notice of damage or a strain. past interruptions of Tramway ser-ning a Town Meeting on transit in
mented by estuary tides, would staghought it would jump off the RIOC announced, at first, thatvice, by the weekend RIOC hadthe face of impending subway ser-
out of the path of passing Tramcables,” says an experienced Tramframway service would be sus-still not provided alternative trans-vice cuts and lack of MetroCard
cars. Arrangements were in placavay observer who has asked to repended for about a week, themortation for schoolchildren andtransfers from the Tramway, held
for communication — not directly main unnamed — so wildly thatchanged the time period to “indefi-the disabled. On Friday, though thean emergency Common Council
with cabin attendants, but throughthose in the cabin, almost all ofnite” in notices posted on IslandState had provided emergencyneeting Sunday night, confirming
supervisors — when the hugewvhom had been thrown to the floor kiosks. funds for bus service, RIOC Presi-a Town Meeting for tonight.
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o e ROOSEVEN BE AN INFORMED PARENT

on Premises I S / an d Island Kids is pleased to offer a series of four
571 Main St seminars on matters important to parents of
/758-1778 C/eaners active children. All seminars are led by Dr. Gina
Lipton-Psychologist, former Admissions Director

New State of the Art and Roosevelt Island resident.
Dry Cleaning Machine

To Serve You Better

EAST YourNeighborhood Cleaners 1. ABC's of Private School Admissions
EEFICIENT, We Deliver Saturday, January 12 from 10:00-11:30am $20.00
RELIABLE, 2. How to Nurture your Child's Sense of Internal
COURTEOUS Free delveries on aders $15up Motivation

Saturday, February 9 from 10:00-11:30 am $20.00
. escalator. | had no idea which side they c ey
M ugg | ng from page 1 might be on but, out of habit, I ran downth§ 3. How Many Activities are Enough?

stairs to the Manhattan bound platform, ak ) .
home, on our Island, it would only be muchmost as if | were going to work. SGTUF‘dCly, March 23 from 10:00-11:30 am $2000
worse. | had to do something. | had to act. | hit the platform and turned. Bingo! | )
The small one on my left had almost diswas face to face with the small one. A mgt 4 WhGT s Next? Career Developmem- fOI" MOThCI"S.

appeared. The other two were tall but sliimentary stare — | at him, he at me — and je : . .

and certainly not muscular. And we were imas running down the platform. He disap, Sa‘rurday, Apr"l 27 from 10:00-11:30 am $ZOOO
a moment of hesitation. They had not foundeared up the escalator just as a Queens-

what they thought they would, where theyound train on the other side was off-loa
thought they would. | had just told them theyng passengers. | turned and tore back §p
wouldn’t, they had to look elsewhere. the stairs to the mezzanine just in time

In that split-second, when they had to rehear the signal of the doors closing and : : ;
orient themselves to become aware of the bagsailant cross the mezzanine to try and make ISlClnd KIdS bl"OCth‘CS GVGIIGble at IS'C(nd KldS

hanging over my shoulder, | decided to acthe train. and PUbIlC Safe’ry or CCl” Gina EHOCk at

| bolted to the right heading for the stairs “You'll never make it,” | screamed after
758-8408 to reserve a seat.

Total if you register for all four seminars - $70.00.

scream, “Police!” and “Help!” as loud as IObviously his buddies had made it, and th

could. They grabbed at me. 1 struggled twere holding it for him.

get free pulling hard. My jacket tore. | fell | flashed across the mezzanine and down

on the stairs a step or two up. My bag felhe stairs. The doors had closed and the trgin

off. Theyletgo. It was the wallet in the badhad just started to move. | whipped aroun

they had been after. and ran up to the conductor before the tra
| made it to the top of the stairs. Therdad a chance to gather much speed.

were two more on the broad stone walkway “I've been assaulted,” | screamed.

that leads from the stairs to the street — orf@hey’re on the train. Stop the train!”

only five or six feet away, the other closer to Her hand shot up. The emergency waa the dock area. All my credit cards and IRo my head.

the street clearly blocking my way, menacpulled. The train jerked to a stop. Only thevere there. Only the cash — eleven dollars“Even if he were tagging along, he was

only three or four feet away and started tbim. Then | heard the doors being held.

ing. Now, | felt | would have to face them. Ifront car had left the station. It was thend change — was missing. with them. He knew what they were up to.
turned and headed back down the stairs. Myewer-type train with the locked cars. They At the police station, it is a long proces#le was involved.”
bag was at the bottom, and | could see twwere trapped. in such a situation. After I'd waited quite Her response was only a small nod of the

of the original three running toward the sub- Public Safety was there shortly. Then theome time, a detective took a statement frohead.
way, perhaps thirty to forty feet away. Ipolice. A couple of people who had seeme. He told me that one of my attackers — “I'm sorry that it happened,” | said, direct-
picked up my bag and made a few steps af+ich car they had run into, came forwardthe short one who had put the gun to my nedékg my attention back to the mother, “but |
ter them. They stopped and looked like thelidentified them. They were taken off and- is only fourteen. Afterward, they askedtannot let it drop. It would give a terribly
were going to come at me. | didn’t feel braveut up against the wall to be frisked. me to wait in the lunchroom where | wouldvrong message to them. 1 can only hope
enough to face them. | turned and ran back“Hey, man, what ya...,” one of them gavée distant and removed from the suspectthat your son will be able to take this and
up the stairs continuing my screaming folip trying to turn back around. The policeThen it was mostly waiting and waiting. learn from it and go on and straighten out.”
“police” and “help.” The two who had beenmade short work of that and his hands were After a long time, | stepped out into the There was no response but somehow |
on the stone walkway had disappeared. back against the wall, his feet spread apartorridor to stretch my legs. When | lookedensed she knew | was right.
ran to the street and looked toward the sub-One of the passengers on the train told tiiwn the corridor to the front of the station, By this time the detective reappeared and
way. One was entering. A second was n@blice, “The heat is under the seat.” Therkcould see two women with coats on sittinggdmonished me for talking to them and
far behind. The first apparently had alreadthey found the gun, a white plastic toy.  in the waiting area. The detective who hadhooed me back to the lunchroom.
disappeared under ground. | took off for the It was some time in the station with manynterviewed me was talking to one of them. There was quite a bit more waiting, but
subway. Then he left. | eventually, as all things do, it came to an end.
As I ran | searched my bag with one han looked closely at | was home by 2:30 a.m.

0
and found my keys. That was a big relief. “|’Ve been assaU|ted,” | Screamed_ her. She was vis- Since then, there has been a grand-jury
| tore into the subway. | told the token ibly upset. | rea- indictment. And should they not plead

booth clerk that | had been assaulted and theﬁfThey’re on the train. Stop the train!”soned that she guilty, atrial will roll around in eight or nine
had run into the subway. He got on the m|- must be the months. My left knee, which received a fairly
crophone and apparently started whatever mother of one of severe hit, is healing nicely and will shortly
procedure is mandated for such a situatiomuestions and explanations to make. Badkem. be as good as new. My wife and son are
“Can you stop the train?” | demanded. Naip by the token booth, | had to ask an of- My initial thought was to go to her, to talkreassured and life at home and work and
response. “Can you stop the train?” | deficer to borrow a quarter to call home. to her. Then | thought that this is probablgommunity is back to normal.
manded again even more forcefully. “No,” “Kasia,” | said to my wife, “I'm all right.” frowned upon. This is not considered to be But it didn’t come quite so easily. | had to
he responded. Of course, she knew something was wronghe “appropriate” or “right” thing to do. | reactthe way I did. If | hadn't, | would have
The thoughts flashed through my headnd then | explained what had happened.was sure the police thought this way, andeen emaotionally lacerated, perhaps scarred.
again: It had been a phony gun... 1was right As | waited for her and my son to comeprobably most people and society at largét is even painful just to think how it would
about that... If they had anything more, lik@nswering questions from various police ofas well. Then, | thought, if | had followedhave felt. And even with the way | reacted,
a knife, they would have used it in thdicers, they brought the three attackers up iWwhat was “appropriate” or “right” in re- it took me a week or more to be satisfied
struggle... One is small, the other two slinhandcuffs. sponse to the attack, how would | feel now®ith my response. For several nights, | woke
and not powerful... | was sure of that from “Hey,” | shouted as they were brought by| had to act the way | had, and | had to walkom sleep and found my mind filling with
how | had been able to struggle against twttell me what you did with my wallet and that corridor and talk with that mother. fantasies of fighting them instead of trying
of them... There would be more people ofill think about dropping the charges.” “I'm sure this is terribly upsetting andto run away. | couldn’t clear my head of the
the platform... They didn’t respond. | really hadn't ex-stressful for you,” | said, taking my hat off.fantasies and go easily back to sleep. | found
The odds were slim, but maybe | could dpected them to respond, but | had to say itl am sure this is awful for you, and | feelmyself imagining vividly and in some detalil
something. Besides, | had to act. | couldn$aying it — and especially the way | said it very much for you and am sorry for all youhow | would have pounded them into the
just stay there cowering, scared, waiting fowas sending them a clear messagau were are going though.” ground. | was feeling | hadn’t done enough
someone to pay attention, to help. No onawfully stupid to think you could so easily “Are you a policeman,” she asked me. to satisfy my emotions. As much as | might
had even bothered to look my way duringcare someone and simply get away with it. “No, I'm the person they attacked,” | saidtell myself | had reacted well, that | had suc-
all my screaming of “police” and “help” out Soon, | boarded a police van to head tealmly trying to be as reassuring as | coulcceeded remarkably well, it somehow was not
on the promenade and stone steps. the district office. (Because the arrest had “He was only tagging along with the oth-enough. So it took several nights of disturbed
“Hold my keys,” | shouted to the tokenbeen made in the subway, the transit divers,” the other woman said. sleep and fantasies and, above all, time for
booth clerk as | slid them through the changgion handled it, and they hasgstricts, not | turned toward her. Now | was sure thesthose feelings to become resolved and to feel
slot. | didn’t want to chance losing thenprecincts.) As we were sitting preparing tavere relatives of the 14-year old. | didn'ta sense of emotional satisfaction with what |
again. depart, a woman walked up and held up myant rancor or to be shocking, so | choskad done.
| bolted through the gate and ran down therallet. She had found it on the promenadagt to tell her that it was he who held the gun What | had had to do.
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"THE ONE WHO READS

IS THE ONE WHO LEADS"

GIGANTIC BOOK SALE
CABRINI THRIFT SHOP

TODAY
SATURDAY JAN.12

12 - 7:30PM
BOOKS 5 ¢ AND UP

DANGE FITNESS DRAMA

I

——
—
—
—
—
——
—

ACTING & CREATIVE DRAMA MAIN
AEROBICS & AEROPUMP THEATRE
BALLET & PRE-BALLET &' bance
DANCE & STRETCH ALLIANCE

CREATIVE MOVEMENT for LITTLE DANCERS
HIP HOP JAZZ DANCE BALLROOM

TAP  YOGA VOICE
SCHOLARSHIPS available ONGOING REGISTRATION

CALL 371-4449 A New Year...

MST&DA programs are supported in part by public funds from the
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. and a freSh start. We SaIUte the

Our entrance is located behind the video store. sacrifices and Splrlt of gIVIng evident In
the Roosevelt Island community in
RUI|ng from page 6 tion was provided at that time,” the judg 2001, even while praying that the

to the landmark house, he noted, but ther;/olﬁ?j'er the Hudson/Related plan, whic SUffe“ng Of the paSt year WI” nOt be
will also be considerably shorter than theeplaces the sports field south of Rivercro asked of any of our people in 2002.

buildings envisioned in the 1990 plan. and Eastwood with new fields near the Tral

On another matter, Nardelli wrote, “Alter-way, the 5.4 acres of open space betwe§n EVen as the calendar nudgeS us into an
native also complains that the northernmo$lorthtown and Southtown will be divided

building of Southtown will block views, from by a road — 3.86 acres on one side, 1.54 acfes uncertain fUtu re, we WI” a|WayS
Northtown, of the Queensboro Bridge, bubn the other. Given the history of th remember those ||V|ng and dead WhO

photographs disclose that the current vieBlackwell site, the judge says, and the fa

of the bridge from Northtown is extremelythat the open space will still be about si gave so much in 2001. We celebrate

limited due to the canyon-like effect ofacres, “I conclude that RIOC’s decision n

Northtown’s close buildings.” The Courtto interpret the GDP as mandating [additio that feellng of Communlty.
similarly dismissed objections based on thef] compensatory acreage from Southto .
See you at Trellis...

new plan’s potential effects on pollution andvas not arbitrary and capricious.”
traffic, and on its different treatment of re- Finally, Nardelli dispensed with a claim

tail space and “small-town character.” regarding the income mix of the planne -
Nardelli concluded that RIOC’s review ofhousing, writing, “I find no support in the 752 1517

deed, 2 hard 100k, and ihat 1 decision wiatt_ceon/Reluted Ste plan does not confor At the hear of the community,

not a’rbitrary or cabricious. to the GDP requirements concerning the next to the h_IStO”C Chapel of the _Goofj Shepherd
On the final question, “the GDP Requiretocation of subsidized housing and acco Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to mldnlght,

ments,” the Court defined the GDP as a comaodations for families with children.”
tract, “in that it is incorporated into the lease” The complete ruling is available o
between the city, which owns Roosevelt Iswebsite NYC10044t www.nyc10044.com.
land, and RIOC, the State agency that runs
the Island. He wrote that RIRSD failed tq
show that it has legal standing to enforce th|s
contract. To have standing, a party must lje
an “intended beneficiary” of the contract ‘

“rather than merely an incidental benefi The City of New York
ciary,” the opinion says, quoting case law.

“There is no dispute that RIRSD is not{ Manhattan community Board 8
t

7 days every week. We also deliver.

party to the GDP and, in my view, it lack
standing to challenge any breach of th
plan,” Nardelli writes.

With regard to the reduction of Blackwell
Park, Nardelli wrote, “RIRSD additionally 1
argues that RIOC's prior attempt in 1990 t come“'we need your Ideas
amend the GDP and reduce Blackwell Patk
from ‘approximately six acres’ to ‘approxi-

Roosevelt Island Committee

O

mately three acres’ is inconsistent with The Roosevelt Island Committee of Community Board 8 will meet on Tuesday, January 22, at
RIOC’s current position and, therefore 7:30 p.m. in the Island House Community Room at 555 Main Street.

should not be accorded deference.” He thgn ] ] ) )
responds, “I reject this argument, howevef Hear about the recent unanimous vote by Community Board 8 to request that the City Council

for as RIOC notes, it merely sought to amer hold hearings on the current lease of Roosevelt Island from the City by the State of New York.
the GDP to formally recognize an encroach
ment that had already been effected by tf
construction of Northtown. It is unclear whyj
that anendment was rejected by thg

[City’s] Board of Estimate, as no explana

o ' Q-

Island House Community Room January 22, 2002 7:30 P.M.
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Classified

Only 50¢/word
751-8214

Deadline for Jan. 26 issue: Jan. 18

PART-TIME TELLER WANTED - Montauk Credit Union is currently seeking a
part-time teller for our Roosevelt Island Branch Office. Past teller experience is
preferred. Please fax resume to (212) 643-9877 to the attention of Mike Turano.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist —
Brill. Gift certificates available. (212) 759-9042.

ORIGINAL FINE ART EXHIBITION/SALE - Prints, photographs, paintings,
sculptures, and more. From January 12 to 26, noon to 8:00 p.m., 10 River Road,
Apartment 3A. (212) 688-8944

VOLUNTEER TYPIST — The WIRE needs a volunteer typist for jobs ranging from
short to long, from rush to long-term. No compensation, but lots of satisfaction in
being part of one of the community’s oldest institutions. Call (212) 826-9055 or
e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water your plants, send
you your mail, etc. (212) 751-8214.

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills. Free Home Consultation. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420
Lexington Avenue, New York, NY. (212) 754-9117.

DAISY DOODLE CHILDREN’'S ENTERTAINMENT Magic, characters, dance,
facepainting, balloons. Professional. (212) 501-4828.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. (212) 935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

PAINTING, TILE, CARPENTRY by Paul Braucher.
(212) 644-8358.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE - Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. (212) 371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHY — Weddings, great packages for your event.
(212) 308-4022.

START YOUR OWN HOME-BASED BUSINESS . Herbal and Skin Care Products.
Call 1-917-705-4606.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER — Excellent references. Free estimate. (212) 751-8214.
YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE — Dolores Green. (212) 223-4077.

Island resident Diana

Many Rivercross references.

Letters from page 2

creased by 50% by the time the actual re-e

pairs commenced in November.
Now American Tramways has laid off thethey seem to be deteriorating on a daily bas

regular Tram staff for the duration of repairs ¢ Check the heating system before the co

(and just before Christmas!).

Tramway faced with penalties for the exsystem doesotwork on all floors.

tended outage, or can it just “shrug” its shoul- « Change the pitch in the driveway next t

ders because “accidents happen™? Wh#te school, or install a drain, so you don’

happened to American Tramways’ great exkave to wade through a puddle on the sidg-

perience? Maybe, like General Motors, thewalk every time it rains.

should focus on construction and authorize « Hold ConEd accountable for the repaif

others to handle maintenance and repairsof River Road after they dug it up as it nov
It would be most interesting fthe WIRE looks like a washboard.

can find out whether RIOC is covered by loss ¢« Hold someone accountable for cleanin

Have all the elevator buttons and dired

of revenue insurance in case the Tram is outie sidewalk north of the post office (pigeom

of-service for an extended period?
| look forward to your continued cover-
age of these matters.

droppings).

» Have garage personnel set aside spag
for vans so they don't take up two spacd
Mogens Petersen wherever they park.

« Have security enforce the regulation
against bicycles on the sidewalks.

To the Editor: * Have DHCR and RIOC review the ren

I have put off writing to you but | can no.

longer contain myself. About two weeks agwcrea(ljsesl for(;/\é/l%sojvllcew nohw that energy cos
Westview residents were informed by a col22V€ G€cline 6 from the projections usg

orful management memo that RIOC wa obtain the largest increases in NYC. Pg
ps a waiver or deferment is in order!

“giving” residents a close bus stop and the X
residents should be thankful and express their”'€@se withhold my name. .
thanks to RIOC. | canotbelieve these resi- Name Withheld
dents should be thankful for RIOC doing
their job. | do, however, have a list of thing§' o John Catsimatides
I would like to be thankful for, to both RIOC of Gristede’s:
and management. | am offering you a slightly different way
The list is as follows:
* Make the Tram part of the MTA. Roosevelt Island.

ing to the Tram just to legally turn around. entity, a mere physical structure. You shoul

tional arrows light up properly in Westview as®

SPORTSWIRE

JETS WIN FLAG FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP The Jets won the Flag Foot-
ball Championship of the Youth Program’s 12-14 Division on Saturday, December 15
defeating the Giants 25-6 in a game that was closer than the final score would indicate.

The Jets won the toss and elected to receive, but could not generate any offense. T
Giants, however, scored on their first possession to take a 6-0 lead. The touchdown, whi
came on a short pass from Paul Brown to Shirome Dixon, was set up by a 50-yard pass-al
run play, also from Brown to Dixon. The Jets then drove down the field for the tying
touchdown, which was scored on a pass from quarterback Richard DelLaCruz to Le-Quz
Francis. When the Jets converted the extra point on a pass to Eyosyas Tadesse, they to
7-6 lead which they never relinquished. The rest of the first half was dominated by bot
teams’ defenses; however, right before halftime, the Jets took a 13-6 lead on a pass
Matthew Brodsky, which was set up by a 30-yard run by Daymond Walford.

The Giants received the ball to start the second half and marched down the field. Ju
when it looked like the Giants would tie the game, Jack Huang of the Jets intercepted a pe
in the end zone to stop the Giants drive. The game then settled into the same tight, defe
sive struggle that marked the first half. Late in the second half, the Jets broke the gan
open on touchdown passes from Richard DelLaCruz to Jack Huang and Eyosyas Tades
In the end, the ability of the Jets defense to completely shut down the Giants offense det:
mined the outcome of the contest.

Members of the championship Jets included Matthew Brodsky, Maurel Clark, Richarc
DelLaCruz, Le-Quan Francis, Jack Huang, Harrison Riley, Eyosyas Tadesse, and Daymo
Walford. The team was coached by Paul Sokoloff and Abe Tordjman.

9 Susheel Kurien

Is Americarsets in and maintenance “discovers” that the

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available — Use What You Have
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too small 751 '821 4

to look at what you have “invested” on
It is not a $3 million in-
« Find a way for traffic patterns to avoid driv-vestment in a store. A store is a stand-aloff® the Community:

To the Editor:
d We thank all who supported, attended, and Manhattan Park Management would like

« Change the parking patterns which treanstead look at your big investment as amade possible our two successful fundraisets thank those organizations and indviduals
residents as second-class citizens. Currenthwestment in a community. A communityfor the installation of the Community Pipewho participated in our Children’s Holiday
there are loading zones for commercial terthat is very faithful to its own and protectiveOrgan. Residents and their guests will erGelebration December 17, including: Dolores
ants and contractors who park all day. Nexif what it holds dear. This community canoy the music of the organ for years to comésreen, Pearl Cooper, Juanita Elliott, Ruth
comes management personnel and thdie likened to a powerful community of We also salute and thank Police OfficeKolins, Marion McLaurin, Frances Sheppard,
friends. Lately, there is also a resident whpeaceful bees who are united and work t@aniel Rodriguez, who volunteered his timé&elina Ng, Annie Pena, Fay Vass, Gladys
works for DEC and parks his official cargether. These bees can make you enjoyataed his magnificent voice to help raise fundRivera, Rose McCarthy, Fiona Delaney; from
nights and weekends which is an abuse amounts of honey, rather than swarming arfdr the installation of the organ in the Chapehe FDNY Special Operations Command, Jack

his official responsibilities. Lastly are resi-showing their stingers.

dents and their guests who, of course, payBecome part of the hive, and thrive. And,
thank you for your greatly improved look and

the bills.
« Keep Westview entrance doors lockeéhcreased variety of foods.
24 hours, seven days a week. Martin Atkins

of the Good Shepherd. “Santa” Rooney, Ed Monahan, Tom Mazaras,
Fr. Luke W. McCann Wayne Ludewig, and Bob Foley; the Roosevelt
Sr. Regina Palamara Island Seniors Association; the Red Cross of
Mary Eileen Fitzerald (Committee Chair) Greater New York.

St. Frances Cabrini Parish Marilyn Engstler
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Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

— v
VISA E

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 24 years
501 Main Street « (212) 752-8722

SINCE 1951

Wheelchair and
Scooter Service

Your authorized repair & sales
experts. Fast pick-up and delivery.

Serving the New York
Community for 51 Years

RESTORATION
SERVICE INC.

144-67 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354

718-463-3800

SUNDAY, JAN. 20 4 PM

MAIN
STREET
THEATRE

&.DAN CE
ALLIANCE

DANCE PROJECT

3 ANNUAL

Mary McCatty, PROFESSIONAL choreographer

MALES-FEMALES/AGES 8 - ADULT
- ADV. BEGINNER to ADVANCED

(DANCERS MUST HAVE SOME PRIOR TRAINING)

ALL STYLES OF DANCE ~ srine Dance sHOES
PERFORMANCES: TBA (Mid-April )
$35 cast fee Limited scholarships available.

mformation Gall 371-4449

(If you cannot make the auditions, leave a message and we will contact you.)
548 Main Street Roosevelt Island ENTRANCE 1S LOCATED BEHIND THE VIDEO STORE
This project, in cooperation with the MST&DA, is made possible in part with public funds from the Fund for Creative
gommilimities/N ew York State Council on the Arts Decentralization Program, administered by the Lower Manhattan Cultural
ouncil. '

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street * Roosevelt Island ¢ 753-5505

Have a happy and
healthy school year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

20 years in Island practice

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)

Health Plans
Accepted
32-BJ Medicare

Aetna/USHealthcare 832 '2 3 1 O

Empire Blue Cross Now accepti
pting
CIGNA Oxford Medicare
HIP
Oxford

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

ROBERT MICHELS

PERSONAL FITNESS
TRAINER

755-7322 or (917) 284-9171
ACSM & ACE Certified, Insured

18 Years Experience ® Island Resident

NOW IS THE TIME

TO GET and STAY IN SHAPE !
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