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Challenges to Southtown
Continue Despite Rulings

by Dick Lutz
The Roosevelt Island Committee

of Community Board 8 wants the
City Council to conduct a hearing
to clarify its powers to hold the
State accountable for management
– or mismanagement – of the Is-
land.

That’s the subject of a resolution
passed unanimously last month by
the Community Board at the re-
quest of its Roosevelt Island Com-
mittee, composed of co-chairs
Patrick Stewart and Deirdre
Breslin; and Nneka Pope.

At a meeting Tuesday night,
Stewart outlined Roosevelt Island’s
options for the future:  “There are
three avenues of approach available
to the citizens of the Island,”
Stewart said.  “We can stay as we
are with RIOC running the Island;
we can [support] a RIOC controlled
by elected residents as put forth by
the Maple Tree Group; or we can
investigate the possibilities of re-
turning the Island to the City of
New York.”

As to the last possibility, Stewart
described two parallel tracks that
he feels could lead to the City’s tak-
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What’s Behind the Fence   View from Eastwood shows the Southtown site, which came abuzz with activity shortly after
the Appellate Division of the State Supreme Court ruled in favor of RIOC in a legal action that could have derailed
development under the current Hudson/Related plan (the case is being appealed further).  Outlines show the pits dug for
the first and second buildings with rock outcroppings that must be removed.  A red bus is passing the gate to the site.  At
the site of building 2, test piles are being driven.  Several other pieces of construction equipment were active on the site
Tuesday morning when this photo was taken.
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by Robert Laux-Bachand
The outlines of Southtown’s first

two buildings are  rapidly taking
shape as Monadnock Construction,
Inc., completes a relatively shallow
excavation.

The digging is a
little more than 75 per-
cent complete and
should be done in
about two weeks, said
Scott Weiss, project
manager for AMEC,
the company that is
overseeing the work
for the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corp.

Weiss, who has
been on duty here
since December, 2000,
said part of his job is to be a liai-
son for all Island residents.  He told
The WIRE this week that he would
be willing to participate in a town
meeting to answer any questions

Southtown Construction Gets Serious
residents may have about the
project.  Some of the infrastructure
work, for example, will alter pedes-
trian and vehicle traffic patterns.

As the work goes on, residents
who walk past the con-
struction site may be
able to pick out several
distinct sounds on the
other side of the tall
plywood fence:  chip-
ping, like a jackham-
mer, and drilling, as
excavators clear out
several rocky out-
croppings, and the
thud of a pile rig,
which is pounding test
piles to gauge soil re-
sistance.  The excava-

tion itself is no more than about 6
feet below grade, enough to create
a basement, although footings will
be deeper.

The foundations of the 16-story
buildings will rest in part on the
Island’s bedrock, or gneiss, and in
part on piles driven into the earth
on a site that was once a quarry
supplying stones for Island build-
ings.  (They later became part of
the seawall when buildings were
demolished.)  The crane, or pile rig,
is working within the 9,000-square-
foot space of Building 2, which will
be occupied by staff members of
the Cornell Weill Medical College
and their families.

Building 1, the northernmost of
Southtown’s projected nine build-
ings, will be occupied by employ-
ees of the Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center.  It has a
footprint of 14,700 square feet.
The two buildings will have a total
of 395 apartments and are being
developed by The Hudson Compa-
nies, Inc., and The Related Com-
panies.

Monadnock Construction, a $50
million company headquartered in
Brooklyn, is associated with
Hudson and has been the contrac-

tor for all of Hudson’s housing and
commercial sites.  Monadnock is
serving as the general contractor for
all the work on Roosevelt Island,
and the company’s project manager
here is Greg Bauso.  Twenty-five
to 30 workers are on the site now.

Weiss said that residents should
be able to see the superstructures
of the buildings rising up by mid-
May, with the masonry and win-
dows going in by mid-August.

New at Cabrini   Fr. Peter A. Miqueli is
the new priest of Roosevelt Island’s
Catholic parish.  He’ll be the subject of
a future WIRE profile.

Scott Weiss

Briefly...
Members of a Maple Tree Group

(MTG) delegation who met with
Governor George Pataki two
weeks ago describe the State’s
chief executive as being “very re-
ceptive” to the idea of more resi-
dent control of Roosevelt Island.
MTG wants most RIOC Board
members to be residents elected by
residents, and wants the Board
empowered to hire professional
community management.

“The Governor said he’ll take a
very hard look at what he can do
for us,” MTG said in a brief report
to the Residents Association Com-
mon Council.  The report went on
to say that Pataki asked “his top
aide” to “stay on it” and work with
the Island’s legislators in an effort
to structure a bill that will get ap-
proval all around.  A further report
is expected at the February 6 Coun-
cil meeting.

Island’s CB8 Reps Want an
Audit and a City Council
Hearing on Island Matters

ing the Island back from the State,
terminating the 99-year lease under
which the State controls the Island:

• One track involves the CB8
resolution, which asks the City
Council “to conduct a hearing to
establish and clarify its authority
and responsibilities in regards to
the proper execution of this Lease.”

• The second track involves urg-
ing the City Controller to audit the
Lease – in effect, to scrutinize State
performance of its duties as a les-
see.

Either or both approaches,
Stewart told the gathering in the
Island House community room,
might ultimately lead to a City take-
over of governmental and fiscal re-
sponsibility for the Island, without
waiting until 2068, when the Lease
ends.

The reason why the City Coun-
cil might need to hold hearings to
“clarify its authority” is that the
Lease names the now-defunct City
Board of Estimate as having the
power to consent to modification
of the Island’s General Develop-
ment Plan.  What’s unclear is

See CB8, page 4

See Construction , page 4

by Robert Laux-Bachand
Opponents of the Southtown development plan have not given up the

fight despite court rulings in 2000 and 2001 upholding the project.
Roosevelt Islanders for Responsible Southtown Development (RIRSD)

has submitted a motion asking New York’s highest court, the Court of
Appeals in Albany, to accept its challenge to the decision handed down
last month by a five-judge appellate panel.

Another opponent, Robert Chira, an Island lawyer representing the
Alternative Southtown Design Committee, has prepared a motion asking
the Appellate Division of the state Supreme Court, in Manhattan, to allow
a re-argument of the appeal.  Chira further asks the court for permission to
appeal to the high court should his request for re-argument be denied.

The latest motions represent a distillation and refinement of the cases
that the Southtown opponents lost before the Appellate Division, which
rejected challenges to Justice Harold Tompkins’ July 2000 ruling in fa-
vor of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) and its de-
velopers, The Related Companies and The Hudson Companies.

Chira, who sued only RIOC, says the appellate judges erred in not
finding that the repositioning of Southtown’s northernmost buildings 100

See Challenges , page 6

by Robert Laux-Bachand
and Dick Lutz

As the Tramway shutdown en-
tered its third month, there were
some signs of progress this week
in efforts to get the system running
again after a maintenance mistake
left the haul rope more than eight
feet short.

A spokeswoman for the State La-
bor Department in Albany told The
WIRE that a stamped, or certified
submittal of the engineering plans for
a proposed solution was turned in
Wednesday by American Tramways,
Inc., which operates the Tram.

A New York State-licensed en-
gineer must stamp, or sign off, on
the plans before they can be re-
viewed by the department’s Divi-
sion of Health and Safety.  The

Schedule for Tramway’s
Return Still a Question

division’s engineers are reviewing
the submittal, prepared in Switzer-
land, which calls for wrapping the
41-millimeter-thick haul rope 1.5
times around the cable car’s
bollard, and securing it with extra
clamps.  The spokeswoman said the
division’s engineers would be able
to handle the review in-house and
that such a review typically takes
about a week.

Normally, the haul cable, which
runs off a motor on Roosevelt Is-
land, is wrapped three times around
the Tram car’s bollard, or drum.
The 1,000-meter rope pulls the cab-
ins and is balanced by a counter-
rope that runs through the massive
counterweights on the Manhattan
side of the Tramway.  The shorter
wraps will save about 11 feet of the
cable, which is actually a steel-
wound polypropylene rope.

Red Blomer, the president of
American Tramways, told The
WIRE earlier this month that the
company had informal contacts
with the State engineers in the days
following the accident in Decem-
ber.  Blomer and Armando Cordova,
lead supervisor of the Tram’s 21-
person work force, were reported
to have met this week with the State
engineers at the capital and re-
ceived assurances that a decision

See Tram , page 6
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters
To the Community:

If you have gotten this far in The WIRE then you must care about the
quality of life on Roosevelt Island.  I therefore suggest that you call the
following numbers and register your complaints and concerns.  Pass these
numbers along to your neighbors and urge them to call.  Identify your-
self as a resident and say whatever it is that is on your mind regarding the
Island.  We can no longer afford to be apathetic.  This will be a start.

Marybeth Labate, Chair, RIOC:  518-473-9462 or 518-486-3370
Robert Ryan, President, RIOC:  212-832-4540
A. Gifford Miller, Speaker, City Council:  212-535-5554
Pete Grannis, Assemblymember:  212-860-4926
Olga Mendez, State Senator:  212-860-0893

Karen Puritz

To the Editor:
I don’t know if I’m the only one

to make a complaint about the
crowding on the F train.

On Wednesday, January 16, I
stood, along with countless others,
letting 3 or 4 trains go by without
room to get on.  The next morning
I had to ask people to move in, in
order to get on.  Again, people on
the platform were saying, “Let’s
wait for the next train.”

Why do the residents of
Roosevelt Island have to suffer?  If
more people are using trains com-
ing from Queens, the MTA should
put more trains on.  I’m quite sure
if a survey was done it would show
how much ridership has gone up
since the Q was eliminated, but
residents here are now suffering the
additional burden of increased rid-
ers.

Rosemary Dringus

To The Editor:
The Town Meeting RIOC held on Thursday night [January 17] to talk

about the Tram was a disgrace.  One thing you have to give RIOC –
they’re masters at avoiding the real issue.

The problem is very simple:  There is a transportation requirement on
this Island for Tram service every 7½ minutes during peak hours and
every 15 minutes off peak.  If there weren’t, the Tram wouldn’t run that
often.  That requirement does not go away just because the Tram is down,
nor does RIOC’s obligation to meet that requirement go away.   (Re-
member, the subway platform is not ADA compliant, so the train is not
an option for many residents.)

The answer is also very simple:  Intelligent compromise – more buses.
Until the Tram returns to its normal schedule, during peak hours the
residents give up the 7½-minute interval and all buses run at 15-minute
intervals for the rest of the usual Tram timetable.  Anything less is inad-
equate.  Certainly since, as Rob Ryan stated, American Tramways ac-
cepted complete responsibility for the problem, we should expect them
to reimburse RIOC, but that’s not our problem, it’s Rob Ryan’s.  One
would think that the President of RIOC would be able to negotiate that
reimbursement deal.

Let’s not miss RIOC’s approach to managing this Island.  When resi-
dents asked why the buses didn’t show up on time, why the elevators at
the Tram were out of service so often, why some physically challenged
people were left waiting in the street because there wasn’t enough room
on the bus, Ryan’s answer was, “It shouldn’t have happened, but you
need to tell us these things.”  Interesting management style:  “I just give
the orders.  If they don’t get carried out, that’s your fault.  It’s your job to
tell me, because I don’t check.”

Good thing the airlines don’t work that way:  “That plane shouldn’t
have crashed.  I told my mechanics to tighten those screws, but I depend
on the passengers to tell me if they hear things banging around in the
engine.”  I can’t believe I actually have to point this out, but RIOC ought
to look into a concept called “Quality Control,” where management ac-
tually checks to see if the assigned work is being done.

Certainly the residents should complain more, but realistically, if RIOC
wanted to hear from us, they’d have a system in place so we could be
heard, instead of the current procedure where we get to speak at RIOC
Board meetings three times a year and the Board members don’t even
have to stay and listen.  They’d have a two-way communication struc-
ture in place that continually seeks input from the residents and tells us
what’s going on.

Residents have just two requests:
RIOC :  Do your job or get out of the way and let the residents take over.
RIOC Board members:  Become part of the solution instead of the

problem.  Do your job by making RIOC do theirs.
Margie Smith

To the Editor:
The Catholic Diocese of St.

Frances Xavier Cabrini has lost its
saintly priest, Father Luke McCann.

Why he was transferred from this
community where he is so well
loved and needed is a mystery.  His
kindness and gentleness to little
children, the elderly and handi-
capped, was very touching.  His
services weekday mornings in the
little chapel were beautiful and en-
lightening and filled an empty
space in my heart and soul.

My prayer for Father Luke is that
his new congregation appreciates
him and accepts all the love he has
to give.

He will be sorely missed here and
I, for one, will never forget him.

Marian Valentine

To the Editor:
I write to clarify the recent appeals court Southtown decision:
• It did not rule that residents could not challenge RIOC decisions that

may conflict with the Island’s General Development Plan (GDP).  In-
deed, it adjudicated most of the two petitioners’ various challenges.
Moreover, the lower court had ruled the petitioners had legal standing to
bring such suits and this ruling was not even contested by RIOC on appeal.

• The appeals court did not rule that the GDP is only “illustrative,” but
rather the proposed site plan on a map attached to it.  The court simply
quoted from the GDP, which states the final location of all “improve-
ments” (buildings, parks, etc.) is not necessarily as indicated on that map.

• The other petitioner [RIRSD] asked the court to interpret the lease
itself rather than defer to RIOC’s interpretation.  This was an attempt to
circumvent the difficult standard applicable in Article 78 challenges,
which require that you show RIOC’s interpretation was unreasonable
(“arbitrary or capricious”).  The appeals court did not address the issue
raised.  Instead it ruled the residents had no standing to challenge the
lease as “third party beneficiaries.”  (I promise your friend a bicycle if
you pay me $100; you pay me; your friend can sue me if I do not deliver
the bicycle.  He is the third party beneficiary of our contract.)  The court
then ruled under the Article 78 standard that RIOC did not act arbitrarily
or capriciously in interpreting the lease.  The third party beneficiary rul-
ing does not affect the rights of residents to challenge RIOC’s future
interpretations of the lease or GDP requirements, but they will have to
do so under the difficult Article 78 standard.

• The appeals court did not bar RIRA’s intervention only because it
sought entry three months after the deadline.  It ruled the lower court
properly exercised its discretion to bar its entry because RIRA advanced
no argument not already raised by the other two petitioners.

• There is no “right” to a further appeal to the State’s highest court.  It
accepts few appeals, only about 5% of those requested.

Robert Chira
Attorney for Alternative Southtown Design Committee

To the Editor:
The last issue of The WIRE carried a notice that the Roosevelt Island

committee of CB8 had raised a proposal that NYC be asked to review
the Lease between the City and the State of New York.

Such a proposal implies an inference that the State agency (RIOC) has
been doing something improper in the terms of the Lease.

One interesting aspect to this CB8 proposal is that Patrick Stewart
serves on both the CB and on the RIOC Board.  Being an insider,
Mr. Stewart is in a unique position to know if reasonable grounds exist
to suggest that RIOC may be operating in contradiction to the Lease.
Has he raised any such questions in public?  Is he aware of impropriety
on the part of RIOC and remained mute on the topic?  Does he suspect
such impropriety and, even though a member of RIOC Board, is unable
to make the public aware of the details of the impropriety?

It is strange that anyone should seek an investigation of his/her own
affairs and conduct.

David Bauer

“So, Russell, what do you love about music?”
“To begin with...  everything.”
So goes a conversation toward the end of

Cameron Crowe’s film, Almost Famous.  It
makes me think of a conversation with myself
that I have often:

“So, Dick, what do you love about Roosevelt
Island?”

“To begin with...  everything.”
I love the people who dwell within a spec-

trum of intensity that ranges from limp to fa-
natic, and the way the fanatics put all they have
into every cause, each charg-
ing his life and mine with an
energy of conviction that
knows no compromise.

And the bricks.  I love the
zee-bricks that make this
place something special and
different.  I love even the
ones that have broken and that RIOC has al-
lowed to break more.

The grass, wherever it may be found, whether
it is in the small cherry grove that lies riverside
to Westview or the larger one south of
Rivercross.  Even the weeds that get hold of the
soil when RIOC cannot get organized to do the
mowing.

And the Tram.  Especially the Tram.  The
Tram, even when RIOC is trying to cut its hours.
Indeed, I love even the attempts to take it away
because they are so desperately dumb that they
are lovable in their total ineptness.

I love the memory of Al Weinstein, fight-
ing for the Tram.  Plunking a chair down at
the front of Good Shepherd Chapel and point-
ing out the absence of Dr. Jerry Blue, coming
out for a moment from his genteel suit of di-
plomacy and showing us the fire that made
Roosevelt Island and the Tram his Island and
his Tram.

And there is the image of Sister Regina
Palamara, telling us that, on the way to yet another
Town Meeting about the Tram, she prayed to a
Saint named Al Weinstein, and then laying it on
the line like no nun I have ever heard or seen.

I love Archie Seale and Patrick Stewart and
so many who, because of the roles they play in
this game of life, do not and cannot love me; I

love them because there is texture and richness
in the complexity of the practical and philo-
sophical matters on which we disagree.

I find that I can love even Jim Whalen or
Debra Mount Cornet as one or the other blasts
away at me in yet another screed that I think
passes only for an angry and ill-reasoned first
draft, because the richness and texture that pas-
sion adds to this Island are felt at their hearts
and dig at their souls, as silly and misplaced as
the passion may be.

I even love the way philosophical allies can
take their cause and its pros-
ecution so seriously that they
can disagree passionately and
angrily about the finer points
of what must be done for The
Cause, and then lose that an-
ger and keep the passion over
coffee at Trellis.

There is so much to love about Roosevelt Is-
land.

At another point in Almost Famous, the
mother of child-journalist William Miller,
played by Frances McDormand, quotes Goethe:
Be bold, and mighty forces will come to your
aid.  If there is any single editorial message this
newspaper seeks to bring to its audience, it is
that message.  While timidity and fear will be-
get only more reason for timidity, bravery and
guts and determination are their own rewards
and they are the only path to what this Island
community deserves.

To me, being bold means going all-out for a
locally elected RIOC Board of Directors.  It
means making the leap of faith that in this com-
munity we have the intellectual wherewithal and
commitment to make this community greater by
far than it could ever be while under remote rule
from Albany.  Being bold means shedding the
fear that is bred when we have lived for so long
under the sheltering safety of a State govern-
ment that has shown repeatedly that it produces
little safety and robs us of the responsibility we
owe ourselves.

Being bold means making the leap with con-
fidence that at the end of our trajectory there
will be mighty forces coming to our aid.

DL

More Letters, page 3
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There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
Editor@MainStreetWIRE.com, fax to
755-2540, or leave copy at the desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to The
WIRE.  Provide a telephone number
for possible follow-up. Matthew Katz

RIRA President
e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

Home-delivered meals available: 744-5022, ext. 1203

Tue., Jan. 29, 9:30 a.m., Closed RIOC Board Executive Session
Meeting, New York State Housing Finance Agency, 641 Lexington Av-
enue, Conference Room A (4th floor), for discussion of projects pro-
posed by RIOC’s real-estate marketing consultants.

Mon., Jan. 28, 7:45 p.m., Maple Tree Group Meeting, Chapel of
the Good Shepherd; issues in a resident-elected RIOC Board.

Tue., Jan. 29, 6:30 p.m., Magician Matess, Library.  Free.  Children
of all ages are welcome.

Fridays, 7-9 p.m., Sketching Sessions, sponsored by Roosevelt Is-
land Visual Arts Association, 546 Main Street, 12th floor.  Small fee.
For information, call (212) 755-1771.

Sat., Feb. 2, 7:00 p.m., Concert – Georgie Bonds and the Blues-
keepers, PS/IS 217 Auditorium, presented by the PS/IS 217 Beacon
Program of the Roosevelt Island Youth Program.  Free.

Wed., Feb. 6, 8:00 p.m., Residents Association Common Council
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Sat., Feb. 9, next issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Ad-
vertising in the paper, Fri., Feb.
1; decision on stuffers for The
Bag, Mon., Feb. 4, with materials
due Thur., Feb. 7.  Future issues
generally every two weeks as fol-
lows:  Feb. 23, Mar 9, Mar 23,
Apr. 6, Apr. 20, May 4, May 18,
June 1, June 15, June 29 (Fourth
of July issue), July 27 (reduced
summer schedule), Aug 24, Sept.

7, Sept. 21, Oct. 5, Oct. 19, Nov. 2 (pre-election issue), Nov. 9 (post-
election), Nov. 23, Dec. 14 (holiday issue).  Phone/fax for news,
826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising inquiries, 751-8214/
755-2540; to list your organization’s
Island events here (no charge), fax
information to 755-2540, or e-mail
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Thur., Feb. 14, 6:00 p.m., The
Slocum Burns!, U.S. premiere of
1999 documentary film by Christian
Baudissin about the loss in 1904, in
the East River, of 1100 passengers
aboard the steam paddleboat General
Slocum, followed by a discussion with historian Ed O’Donnell; Segal
Theater, CUNY, Fifth Avenue at 34th Street.  Free.

Sat., Feb. 16, 6:00 p.m., PTA International Dinner  at PS/IS 217;
parents invited to bring foods representing their home countries.  Infor-
mation:  980-0294, ext. 2108.

Tue., Feb. 19, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Surfacing by Margaret
Atwood, Library.  Advance registration required.

Sat., Mar. 2, 7:00 p.m., Concert – Los Soneros de Oriente, Son
style Afro-Cuban song, PS/IS 217 Auditorium, presented by the PS/IS
217 Beacon Program of the Roosevelt Island Youth Program.  Free.

Wed., Mar. 6, 8:00 p.m., Residents Association Common Council
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., Mar. 19, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, The Reader by Bernhard
Schlink, Library.  Advance registration required.

Monday
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen-

ing
12:45, Arts & Crafts  (RIDA)

Tuesday
10:00, Jazzercise
1:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well Exercise
10:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (beginner)
11:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (intermediate)
Thursday

10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance Class

Friday
9:00, Citizenship
10:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (beginner)
10:15, Resumes Feb. 1:  Yoga

Stretch
11:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (intermediate)
11:15, Stay Well
7:30, Lotto

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Mon., Jan. 28, 10:00, Health

Lecture, How to Speak with Your
Doctor, and Blood Pressure
Screening

Mon., Feb. 11, 11-12:30,
MetroCard Bus

Letters deadline for Feb. 9 issue:  Feb. 4.
Letters received after deadline will be considered on a space-available basis.

To the Editor:
Perhaps Mr. Edelman should

think first of his safety and not walk
along the promenade on a cold win-
ter night.  I feel very safe here after
24 years.  However, I do not tempt
the fates by walking on empty
promenades on a winter night.

Luckily the gun was plastic, or
we might have been writing an
obituary for you, Mr. Edelman.

Forget the macho stuff and give
them your money; beats your life.

Judith Berdy

To the Editor:
Thanks for the very compelling

first-person story that Lee Edelman
wrote about his recent mugging on
the river promenade at night.  I have
two short comments about it.

First, it would’ve been interest-
ing to learn whether those teen
muggers were local or “imported,”
if only to help pinpoint the sources
of our problems and what we can
do about them.  (I know that le-
gally, you can’t publish minors’
identities, but does the prohibition
extend to mentioning where they’re
from, if you don’t give exact ad-
dresses?).

Second – and this is not to jus-
tify the deterioration of the Island
over the past few years – I feel that
Mr. Edelman was really tempting
fate by using that promenade at
night.  When I moved here in ’94,
it was safe to walk on both prom-
enades at all times of the day and
night.  Now I only use them on
weekends and in broad daylight,
when there are lots of other people
around.  Otherwise, I just don’t feel
secure, and what happened to Mr.
Edelman proves me right.

It’s too bad (but it’s a fact) that
here, as in the rest of New York
City, if you snooze, you lose – your
wallet, and maybe much more.

Patricia Duarte

To the Editor:
Lee Edelman’s recounting of his

mugging was chilling.  He is very
brave and very fortunate.  His ex-
perience mandates that, in addition
to the usual patrols, the length of
the promenades encircling the Is-
land along the West and East Chan-
nels should be patrolled by Public
Safety, and more frequently than
ever.  In light of the train-service
extension into Queens and easy
access to our Island, not doing so
will render these areas off-limits to
law-abiding persons and allow the
criminal element to control the en-
tire Island.

Let’s not merely cringe and hide.
It’s important that we become more
involved in our own security and
try to give assistance in any way
that we can.  Mr. Edelman said that
he called out for help and no one
came to his assistance.  This is ap-
palling.  With practically everyone
owning and carrying a cell phone
these days, the very least a person
can do in a situation like this is to
dial 911.  Also, the MTA employ-
ees should have done more to help
him.  If the Island becomes dan-
gerous for residents, it also be-
comes dangerous for those who
work here.

A happy and safe 2002 to all,
Connie Gironda

Sign up for e-mail bulletins...
Website NYC10044  will e-mail you when there is
important Roosevelt Island news, between
issues of The WIRE, posted on the website.
To add your e-mail address to the list, send it in
e-mail to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com, with the
subject line Add .  Or check www.nyc10044.com
regularly for the latest developments.

New York’s first (only?) snowstorm of the winter
came and went last weekend, briefly blanketing the
Island in white.  Like all City snow, it was beautiful as
it descended, and then it was slush.  My wife has
yearned for snow all winter.  My thoughts are on spring
training, pitchers and catchers, and the Mets’ pros-
pects this year.

By the time you read this, the latest in a long line of
Tram contretemps will be behind
us and contingency plans will be in
place for the duration of the pre-
dicament.  Many of you attended
the town meeting called by RIOC
on January 17 to discuss the loss
of Tram service.  Islanders ex-
pressed their frustration over the
extended Tram outage and RIOC’s
provisions for alternative transpor-
tation.

Some of you were outraged by American Tramways’
error in measuring and cutting the haul rope.  I can’t
help thinking of NASA’s multi-million dollar screw-
ups in space, caused by confusion over whether met-
ric or English system measurements were used.  I re-
member airline accidents caused by experienced pi-
lots who neglected to lower the flaps on landing just
once, having done it correctly thousands of times.
Inexplicable human error happens.  The test of a sys-
tem is its anticipation of snafus.
Snafu is a military term meaning
situation normal, all fouled up.  I
have heard the word “fouled” re-
placed with a synonym, however.

My chief concern is that eight
weeks have passed since Thanks-
giving and the start of Tram repairs
and maintenance.  Eight weeks in
which a Tram, carrying 500 passen-
gers per hour (1,000 passengers
during rush hours) was replaced by
one red bus carrying approximately
50 riders every hour.  At the town
meeting, Rob Ryan, RIOC presi-
dent, said that no one called the
RIOC office to complain, so how
would they know there was a prob-
lem?

The Tram has been in operation
for a quarter of a century, and Is-
land old-timers tell me that the
Tram has been out of service for
extended periods on many occasions.  The problem is
that there are no standing contingency plans on file at
RIOC that survive changes in administration.  RIOC’s
institutional memory seems to last as long as its presi-
dents’ tenures and then, like the wheel, must be rein-
vented.  This is inefficient and no way to run anything.

I’m glad the frequency of bus service to Manhattan
has been doubled during rush hours.  Clearly, it’s the
right thing to do.  However, this plan should have been
in place from the git-go.  And American Tramways,
which has accepted responsibility for the human error
that precipitated this latest event, should have been

To the Community:
We wish sincerely to thank all of

you who have given us your sup-
port, showed concern, and be-
stowed good wishes on us after
hearing of the assault Lee sustained
before Christmas.  This has touched
us and continues to touch us deeply
and, to know that we have such a
community that makes this pos-
sible, adds a dimension that is re-
ally beyond compare anywhere else
in New York.  Thank you.

Lee, Kasia
and Julian Edelman

Letters     from page 2

prevailed upon to pay for even greater frequency of
service from the git-go.  I would urge RIOC to antici-
pate our needs, just as they do the need for rock salt
for the streets in winter.  You don’t know when the
streets and sidewalks will be icy, you just know that,
sooner or later, they will.

I was privileged to be one of the members of the
Maple Tree Group who met with Governor George

Pataki and his staff on January 11.
Our group had worked for months
to prepare a presentation that
would, briefly, outline our concerns
with the present administration of
the Island, detail the criteria for fu-
ture development, and discuss a
proposal to modify the legislation
that created RIOC in 1984. This bill
would provide for the elected rep-
resentation of Island residents on

the RIOC Board of Directors and would incorporate
the hiring of trained, experienced management of RIOC.

We met for an hour with the Governor’s chiefs of
policy and legislation, John Cahill and James Capiello;
with our State Senator, Olga Mendez; RIOC Presi-
dent Robert Ryan; and Governor Pataki.  I was im-
pressed by the level of knowledge evinced by Mr.
Cahill and the Governor, and by the quality of their
questions.

Explaining why our proposal was
the best solution for residents was
the easy part of our pitch.  Clearly,
a governing body answering di-
rectly to the community and elected
by the community will be more sen-
sitive to the needs of that commu-
nity.  Convincing the Governor of
why this plan was in his best inter-
ests was harder.  Certainly, he
would be foregoing the opportunity
for a number of patronage jobs.
Also, Island developers have sup-
ported his political aspirations.
Why then, give this up?

We think, because it’s the right
thing to do, and the Governor is on
record as saying so.  He is a long-
time advocate of enhanced
parkland and for local control of
small communities.  In his recent
State of the State address, he men-
tioned the critical need for afford-

able housing so that people can remain in their com-
munities.  He has said, “Too often, faceless bureau-
crats tell local government what it must do and when
it must do it.  This Governor believes in the power of
the people to make decisions for themselves.”  And
also, “Improve the ability of local governments to de-
velop and implement local open-space plans to pro-
tect locally significant open space.”

Just before Governor Pataki left us, he asked his
long-time friend and our long-time advocate, Senator
Mendez, what she thought of our plan.  Olga said,
“This is an idea whose time has come.”  ’Nuff said.

News Updates:
Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com

including Tram developments
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Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Free checking � Competitive interest on savings accounts
Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Announcing...

Saturday Hours
That’s right.  We’ve been listening  to what the Roosevelt Island community has to
say about its needs in financial services, so we’re adding Saturday morning hours
while keeping the rest of our schedule intact.  Now, the Better Way to Bank  isn’t a

bank at all.  It’s your neighborhood Credit Union.

Montauk Hours
Monday-Wednesday & Friday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs

Thursday
Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m.

Doors open until 7:30
Saturday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
ATM 24/7 • NYCE affiliate

Much of the other work in the
meantime will not be visible, as
Monadnock and its subcontractors
complete the infrastructure of the
19-acre site.

Water and sewer lines and the
AVAC garbage disposal pipe must
be extended to Southtown, and
Weiss said that he wanted to com-
plete some of the more disruptive
work associated with these projects
before summer.

Two 19-inch AVAC pipes, bur-
ied five feet deep, run on either side
of the Island.  Southtown will be
connected to the east line, which
terminates near the kiddie lot south
of Eastwood.  Weiss suggested that
the work of cutting the AVAC
trench could curtail use of the play-
ground for a brief period.

More disruptive, perhaps, will be
a connection to the Island’s storm-
drainage system, which will be
done in about six weeks.  Weiss
said a trench will have to be cut
across the West Service Road, the
only connection between
Northtown and structures to the
south – the Tram, the Steam Plant,
and Goldwater Hospital.

The details of this job, which will
take about three weeks, have yet to

whether that power now resides
with the Mayor or with the City
Council.

While hearings to explore the
Council’s authority might not lead
directly to a City takeover because
there are many related problems
that would have to be solved, such
hearings might represent a poten-
tial embarrassment to the State ad-
ministration at a time when Gover-
nor George Pataki is preparing to
run for re-election.

Similarly, an investigative audit
by the City Controller might have
more potential for embarrassment
than for actually spurring a move
back to City control.

Representing Assemblymember
Pete Grannis, Tony Morenzi told
some 25 residents at the meeting
that “under the lease, the City Con-
troller is the only official with the
authority to audit the lease and say
whether the State has violated its
terms.”  Morenzi said that City
Controller Bill Thompson’s staff
“has not said no to it yet.  We be-
lieve they are looking at this issue
very seriously and we’re waiting
for a determination of whether
they will go forward with an au-
dit to see if New York State has

be worked out, Weiss said.  But it
appears that the sidewalk leading
to the subway station will have to
be torn up, and that pedestrian traf-
fic will be rerouted to the esplanade
along the East River.  Much of this
work could be done at night, he
added, with the roadway plated for
rush hours, or even rerouted.

As for the traffic turnaround near
the Tramway station, Weiss held
out little hope for Island motorists
that a more convenient location will
be available in the near future.  The
northern tip of Southtown is
densely packed with utility lines
and can’t accommodate a traffic
circle at this point, he said.  A new
turnaround will have to wait 18 to
24 months, when Main Street is ex-
tended straight through to the Tram
station.

The extension of Main Street,
and indeed the whole configuration
of the Southtown site, will be a
major landscaping project.  Weiss
said that 30 percent of the materi-
als excavated as the sites are con-
structed – those big piles of dirt that
can be seen over the fence – would
be used as backfill for the build-
ings themselves, while the remain-
ing 70 percent would be recycled

on-site to raise the general grade.
And one part of the project is 95

percent complete.  That is the new
sports field, north of the Tramway
Plaza, which was sodded last fall.
Weiss said it should be ready for
use this summer.  The blocky white
building east of the Tram and
power plant is a combination
pumphouse and locker room for
soccer and baseball players.
Monadnock, as the general contrac-
tor, is responsible for a full year of
maintenance before RIOC takes
over, Weiss said.

Weiss describes his role, in part,
as that of a “safety net.”  From his
trailer near the Tram, he works
closely with the contractors who
are transforming the geography of
Roosevelt Island.  But he tries to
keep the residents’ interests in
mind:  “I don’t want the pile rig
driving piles at 6:30 in the morn-
ing,  I don’t want 14 concrete trucks
running a convoy down Main
Street,  I don’t want the kids in the
tot lot to play in the playground
next to a machine.”

Construction  from page 1CB8 from page 1

l ived up to the terms of the
Lease.”

Morenzi and others in the meet-
ing cited deterioration of Blackwell
House, the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd, and other landmarks, as
evidence that the State is not keep-
ing up its end of the lessor-lessee
bargain.

Morenzi added, “If a determina-
tion was ever made that there are
violations to the lease, I don’t know
what that would trigger, if anything.
It’s never been done before.  All of
this is new ground that we’re try-
ing to open up.”  Rhetorically, he
added the question, “Why would
the City want to take [Roosevelt
Island] back?  They would have to
see a benefit to taking it back.  So
all this is [a] big unknown at the
moment.”

Breslin suggested that with
Councilmember Gifford Miller,
who represents the Island, now
leader of the City Council in his
capacity as Speaker, the Council
might be more willing than in the
past to attempt clarification of its
authority over Island land use, and
then perhaps move to hold the State
responsible for execution of the
terms of the lease.

Updates:  Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com
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TWIN CAR SERVICE
936-6666

We have been providing quality service to
Roosevelt Island residents for over 20 years

TWIN is licensed by the NYC Taxi & Limousine Commission (Base#865)
All drivers are Taxi & Limousine Commission approved

24-hour service, 365 days a year
Service to and from anywhere  – Manhattan & Queens our specialty

SERVICE INFORMATION
Hourly rate available

Airport Service
Flat rates from $12

Accounts Welcome
Comfortable A/C sedans

752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Just a Word...
... or two about Trellis...  We’re here

every day, early morning to late night,
to bring you fresh and wholesome

cuisine, the best coffee, and a tempting
choice of desserts.  When it’s time for a
break from cooking at home, or just a
chance to chat with a neighbor, we’re

your Roosevelt Island home away from
home.  Come see us soon.  Bring your
smile, and take one of ours back home

with you.
See you at Trellis...

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY

of
ST. FRANCES

CABRINI PARISH
WELCOMES

FR. PETER A. MIQUELI

BLESSINGS ON
YOUR HEAD

MAZEL TOV

The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

Watsontown, Pa.

Specials this week
Navel Oranges 4/99¢

Large Grapefruit 4/99¢
Lemons 4/99¢

Sweet Spanish Onions 29¢/pound
Cabbage 19¢/pound

Pennsylvania Apples 79¢/pound (7 Varieties)
Homemade cakes 3/$5

Homemade Jellies & Jams

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate
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LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST  / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  (212) 759-9042.

PART-TIME TELLER WANTED  – Montauk Credit Union is currently seeking a
part-time teller for our Roosevelt Island Branch Office.  Past teller experience is
preferred.  Please fax  resume to (212) 643-9877 to the attention of Mike Turano.

ORIGINAL FINE ART EXHIBITION/SALE  – Prints, photographs, paintings,
sculptures, and more.  From January 12 to 26, noon to 8:00 p.m., 10 River Road,
Apartment 3A.  (212) 688-8944

VOLUNTEER TYPIST – The WIRE needs a volunteer typist for jobs ranging from
short to long, from rush to long-term.  No compensation, but lots of satisfaction in
being part of one of the community’s oldest institutions.  Call (212) 826-9055 or
e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

VACATION IN PEACE  – Will feed and play with your cat, water your plants,  send
you your mail, etc.    (212) 751-8214.

ELDER LAW  – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills.  Free Home Consultation.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420
Lexington Avenue, New York, NY.  (212) 754-9117.

DAISY DOODLE CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT   Magic, characters, dance,
facepainting, balloons.  Professional.  (212) 501-4828.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING  – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

PAINTING, TILE, CARPENTRY  by Paul Braucher.  Many Rivercross references.
(212) 644-8358.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    (212) 371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER – Excellent references.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  – Dolores Green.  (212) 223-4077.

Classified
Only 50¢/word

751-8214
Deadline for Feb. 9 issue:  Feb. 4

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available � Use What You Have

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214No job
too small

feet closer to the Blackwell House was a vio-
lation of the State Environmental Quality Re-
view Act.  He makes the same point about
the north building – Building No. 1 – block-
ing views of “the historic Queensboro
Bridge.”  (The Hudson-Related plan for
Southtown replaced an earlier version in
which the northerly buildings were placed
farther away from the Blackwell House and
Rivercross.  The buildings in the original
plan, however, were higher than the 16-story
apartments that are being constructed now.)

The court’s third error, Chira says, is the
finding that “the approximate six acres of
Blackwell Park required by the lease’s plan
are met by adding 1.86 acres of non-park
space across the main road to the admitted
3.86 acres of said Park that now exist.”

These points were brought before the
lower courts, but Chira and the attorney for
RIRSD, Christopher DeMayo, have added
an extra element of salesmanship in the new
pleadings in a effort to frame the issues as
being of wider interest or as potentially pre-
cedent-setting.

Chira, for example, argues that “moving
these two buildings 100 feet closer to
Blackwell House is equivalent to placing two
high-rise buildings closer to the White House
after an environmental study had concluded
that the buildings of a prior plan farther away
would create a negative visual impact.”

While Chira invokes a blot on the White
House, DeMayo casts the issue as an urgent
matter of preservation:  “A park is at stake.
The answer to the question will determine
whether thousands of present and future
Roosevelt Islanders and others who visit the
Island will be able to use and enjoy the park
described in the GDP, or whether that green
space will be built over.”

Indeed, RIRSD’s summary presented to
the Court of Appeals states flatly that “this
case centers around Respondents’ efforts to
construct high-rise residential buildings in
Blackwell Park.”  The GDP reference is to
the General Development Plan included in
the lease between RIOC, which runs the Is-
land, and the city, which owns it.

Chira makes the point that under the GDP,
Blackwell is supposed to be a “park,” not
just open space, and that borrowing non-ad-
jacent open spaces to come up with about 6
acres is an unacceptable concoction of the

courts.  He would also confine Blackwell
Park to the east side of the Island.

Chira’s case for re-argument reflects his
opinion that the Appellate Division failed to
deal with his objections to the design of
Southtown.  The larger issue he offers for
possible Court of Appeals’ consideration is
whether the Hudson/Related plan is incon-
sistent with the lease’s public park require-
ment.  He cites a 2001 case, Friends of Van
Cortlandt Park v. City of New York, in which
the Court of Appeals found that legislative
approval was needed to build a water treat-
ment facility at the 1,122-acre park in the
Bronx even though the facility was mandated
by federal regulations.

The questions in RIRSD’s 20-page case
summary are less easily summarized because
they are presented as matters of “pure statu-
tory interpretation” dealing with judicial
standards of review and the interplay of sev-
eral laws.  But the language of the brief is
clear in its characterization of the Appellate
Division’s December 18  decision as being
contradictory and confusing.

The three questions are whether the RIOC
Board’s approval of the project in Septem-
ber 1999 was illegal because the board
lacked a quorum; whether the court was
overly generous in allowing RIOC to inter-
pret the GDP; and whether the reduction of
Blackwell to 3.86 acres falls below the “di-
minishment” of the park allowed under the
GDP.

RIRSD has argued on appeal that the law
creating RIOC as a nine-member board is
silent on the question of a quorum, and that
in the absence of clear authority to the con-
trary, the state’s General Construction Law
must apply to RIOC’s actions.  If you  ac-
cept that reasoning, there were not enough
board members present on September 22,
1999, to conduct business – even though
there may have been enough “yes” votes at
the time to approve the Southtown resolu-
tion, as provided under the RIOC statute.
This is an apparent conflict in New York law
that RIRSD wants the Court of Appeals to
settle “with the creation of a more general
legal rule.”

DeMayo’s firm, LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene
& MacRae, has failed thus far to engage ei-
ther its opposing law firms or the appeals
judges in this debate, despite presenting the

question as a basic democratic right.  The
Hudson/Related law firm, Sive, Paget &
Riesel, has argued that the question is irrel-
evant because RIRSD did not raise it on the
trial court level.  But DeMayo is making a
fresh pitch now in an attempt to interest the
high court.

The second matter – the standard of re-
view – is related to the sort of question lay-
men are confronted with when they serve on
juries and are told that the conviction of a
criminal defendant is subject to proof “be-
yond a reasonable doubt.”  The standard of
review for a public body’s false interpreta-
tion of a law is whether it acted in an “arbi-
trary and capricious” manner.  RIRSD con-
tends that the trial judge applied this stan-
dard to RIOC’s treatment of the General De-
velopment Plan even though the GDP is a
contract, not a law.

Nevertheless, RIRSD also argued that, in
its own action, brought as an Article 78 chal-
lenge to a government action, the narrow
criteria of a contract dispute did not apply.
“The Appellate Division, disregarding
RIRSD’s characterization of its own lawsuit
– as well as the maxim that the plaintiff is
the master of its own pleadings – analyzed
the issue as if RIRSD had brought a third-

party contract claim under the GDP.  On this
analysis the court concluded that RIRSD
lacked standing.”

DeMayo continues:  “But, as RIRSD re-
peatedly noted, the GDP is not just any con-
tract, it is a special contract in that RIOC’s
conduct under it is limited by a particular
statutory provision,” and therefore is action-
able under Article 78.  RIRSD’s brief then
invites the Court of Appeals to settle ques-
tions of review standards and determine
whether an Article 78 proceeding can be used
to challenge an agency’s conduct under a
contract.

Finally, the RIRSD case summary insists
that the defunct city Board of Estimate’s re-
fusal in 1990 to validate a reduction in the
size of Blackwell Park, as requested by
RIOC, should be treated at face value as a
wish to maintain the park at “approximately
six acres.”

Looking at the big picture, DeMayo says:
“Deciding Question Three will afford the
Court the opportunity to reaffirm principles
of contract interpretation in a novel setting:
the 99-year lease between the City of New
York and a New York agency, and the Gen-
eral Development Plan incorporated
therein.”

Challenges  from page 1

School Seeks
Career Speakers

PS/IS 217 is seeking Career Day speakers.
The event, scheduled for Friday, March

22, gives sixth- through eighth-graders a
chance to hear from professionals in many
different fields, and to ask questions about a
variety of occupations.

Presenters usually speak about how they
got their current job, skills and educational
requirements, compensation, benefits, a typi-
cal work day, and the satisfactions and chal-
lenges of the work.  The event lasts through
the morning, into lunch.

Volunteer speakers are asked to call Su-
san Cohen, Guidance Counselor, at
980-0294, ext. 2422.

will be made soon.  The State agency’s en-
gineering services unit issues permits for
trams and ski lifts.

If the state approves the engineering fix,
the Tram could be running again by the
middle of February.  If a new cable has to be
installed, however, Blomer has said it could
be months before the Tram resumes opera-
tions.  The rope is manufactured in Europe.

The Tram employees were furloughed on
December 21.  Twenty of the workers are
members of Local 30 of the Operating Engi-
neers union, and a union business agent,
Gerard Devine, told The WIRE that he was
pursuing a claim for back wages for the
workers through the American Arbitration
Association, as provided in the workers’
contract.  “They were laid off through no
fault of their own by the actions of an out-
side contractor,” Devine said.  “It’s not sup-
posed to happen that way.”

The Tram workers, who were especially
worried that they would lose their health
benefits after the end of January, have also
received some assurances of help from RIOC
President Robert Ryan and other RIOC offi-
cials, who conducted a town meeting on the
Tram last week.

In the Thursday night meeting at the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd:

• RIOC President Robert H. Ryan said that
American Tramways, the contractor operat-
ing the Tramway and doing the current re-
furbishing work, had admitted “full respon-
sibility” for the error in cutting the cable
short, but Ryan stopped short of saying
American Tramways would pay for a re-
placement cable.  He said the current focus
is on getting the Tram back in service.

• Several Tramway employees addressed
the meeting.  Robert Kelly pointed out that,
in the past, when one company ran the Tram

and hired another to do maintenance work,
workers were not laid off when there was a
problem.  He said that in the present arrange-
ment, with American Tramways operating
the Tram and performing the maintenance
work, there is no one holding the company
accountable for mistakes.  He called the
present arrangement a “conflict of interest.”
Residents applauded that point.

• Ryan compared “rumors” he had heard
about wheelchair-bound Islanders being left
to wait another hour for a bus ride at the
Manhattan side, to the child’s game of “tele-
phone.”  But later in the meeting, resident
Eddie O’Flynn said he had been present
when a Goldwater Hospital patient was de-
nied a ride because there was no more space
for chairs.

• Ryan cited bus ridership figures averag-
ing 30 passengers or less as justification for
hourly service each way, but RIOC later re-
sponded to resident criticism by adding more
rush-hour trips starting Tuesday.

(A fuller report of the meeting is available
on Website NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com.)

Tram from page 1
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Have a happy and
healthy school year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert Tailor
on Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premises

571 Main St.
7 5 8 - 1 7 7 87 5 8 - 1 7 7 87 5 8 - 1 7 7 87 5 8 - 1 7 7 87 5 8 - 1 7 7 8

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702
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