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RIOC Board Meeting

Tram Operator Says New Cable
Ordered; Tram Return in March

It’s African-American Heritage Month – Island Celebration Today
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Senior Center – Dance, Crafts, Soul Food, Music, and T-Shirt Making for the Kids (Story, page 3; ad, page 7)

TM

There’s a flag-raising ceremony
at Blackwell House at 11:00 a.m.
today (Saturday, February 23).

Judy Berdy, president of the
Island’s Historical Society, discov-
ered an unused flagpole behind the
landmark farmhouse recently, and
has put together a program featur-
ing singer Juanita Fleming, Boy
Scout Troop 59, the Brownies, and
firefighters from the FDNY Special
Operations Command based on the
Island.  Father Peter Miqueli and
Sister Regina Palamara of St.
Frances Cabrini Parish will also
participate.

Berdy said, “I noticed the flag-
pole next to Blackwell House a few
weeks ago and could not believe it
has been here 25 years, unnoticed.
I cannot find an Islander who re-
members a flag ever flying from it.”

She said the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation has donated
the flag that will fly from the pole,
and was very cooperative in fixing
the pole and improving the site.
She added that RIOC Engineer
Vinnie Kopicki has arranged for the
pole to be lighted at night.

The Historical Society has spear-
headed efforts, thus far unsuccess-
ful, to get repairs and rehabilitation
done at the historic Blackwell
House.  The 1796 structure has
gone without attention for some
years and has deteriorated from its
condition at the time of a restora-

Flag-Raising Ceremony
Today at Blackwell House

tion in 1975.  At the November
meeting of the RIOC Board, one
director, Leo Kayser, invited Berdy
to submit a proposal to take over
the property.  Berdy says work is
progressing on a proposal, but the
Historical Society has nothing to
announce yet.

by Anusha Shrivastava
Ever since January 28, when a

notice of the New York City De-
partment of Health went up on the
door of the Bakery, residents and
passersby have wondered why the
business was shuttered.

The store, at 546½ Main Street,
was cited for several Department
of Health violations.  “Their per-
mit had expired nearly six months
ago,” said a press assistant at the
Department.

The last annual inspection had
been held May 14, and the café was
found up to the mark then.  But the
permit expired June 30, and the li-
cense was revoked last month as a
result, said the Health Department.

Other violations included a ther-
mometer not scaled properly for
cooking and re-heating, so that
there was a potential for the food

Health Department Closed
Bakery in License Snafu

not being kept at the right tempera-
ture, and the method of thawing
food did not meet the health code
– food was being thawed at room
temperature; the department re-
quires use of a lower temperature.

“We are working closely with
them to ensure that public health
and safety is not endangered,” said
the Health Department representa-
tive, Lauren Margulies.  She said
fines would have to be paid and a
fresh license issued.

The WIRE’s calls to the Bakery
owner were not returned, but a fam-
ily member said he is away because
his daughter is ill.

Inside the premises, a fresh coat
of bright yellow paint has been ap-
plied to the walls, and green lino-
leum is being laid on the floor, but
there’s no word on when the Bak-
ery will open its doors again.

A cable’s on the way, and the
Tram will be running again shortly
after mid-March – if all goes as
planned.

The President of American
Tramways surprised the RIOC
Board late Thursday with the an-
nouncement that he had placed a
contingency order for a replace-
ment haul cable.

Referring to his company’s pro-
posed modification that would have
used the existing replacement cable
that was cut eight feet short in er-
ror, Blomer told the Board, “As I
informed you earlier [in executive
session], we still do not have the
approval from the New York State
Department of Labor.  We’ve been
working for about seven weeks on
that and, in light of not seeing a
clear end to getting permission
from the State anytime soon,
American Tramways chose, a while
back, to take an alternate route, as
well, and we ordered a cable some
time ago.

“That cable will be here in the
first week of March.  At that time
we can go forward without getting
final approval from the State [be-
cause] we’ll be back to doing a one-
to-one replacement without any

modifications or approvals neces-
sary.

“At this time I would say, once
the cable’s here, it’s within a couple
of weeks that we can have the Tram
back up and running.  That’s where
we are today.”

Early Thursday morning Blomer
told The WIRE that he had no plans
to attend the RIOC Board meeting
that night but, by day’s end, that
had changed.

In response to a Board member’s
question, Blomer said installation
of the replacement cable would
take about a week, followed by a
week of tests before the Tram is
open to the public.

RIOC President Robert H. Ryan
had some good news for Tramway
employees.  He said that meetings
with the former Tram operator,
Intefac, the employees’ union, and
American Tramways had produced
an agreement, in principle, to ex-
pedite payments for accrued medi-
cal leave and vacation time.  “We
just have to have the lawyers cross
a couple of t’s and dot some i’s, and
hopefully by the end of next week
we’ll have the money off to Ameri-
can Tramways and they will then
distribute it to the Tram employ-

ees.”  He thanked the union and
American Tramways for “great co-
operation in this.”

RIOC Board Chair Mary Beth
Labate told Blomer, “I look for-
ward to taking the Tram over for
the next [Board] meeting.”

Deadlock Broken
Until American Tramways re-

vealed it had ordered a replacement
cable, the Tram’s return appeared
stymied by a bureaucratic dead-
lock.  Blomer told The WIRE early
Thursday morning, “Our position
is that we don’t need a new cable.”
He said he had been calling the
State Department of Labor (DOL)
“almost daily” trying to get some
movement in his plan to change the
way the haul cable is attached to
the Tram cabins.

But the DOL refused to sign off
on the proposed solution, and said
it was seeking a “third-party engi-
neer” – someone competent in

Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com
The Tramway’s towers and cabins have
been idle 90 days – and most of its staff
idle since just before Christmas.

See Tram , page 6

by Anusha Shrivastava
The next time you pick up a flier advertising toys or flip through a

magazine, be sure to check if the child smiling at you isn’t the one you
bumped into at the grocery store or the elevator in your building.  The
innocent, wide, blue eyes you complimented might be the very pair some-
one at a child-modeling agency may have fallen in love with, too.

Jack Humphrey has modeled for
The Gap, Aren Marfey has been
featured in Parents magazine, Haley
Shinozaki has been in back-to-
school fashion news segments on
television.  Island kids all, they have
been charming agents and working
for about $100 an hour for the past
few years.  “It’s not the money that
makes you do it, it is the beautiful
pictures you get at the end of it,”
said Linda Humphrey, Jack’s
mother who works as a freelance
journalist.  Two-year-old Jack has
been modeling since he was seven
months old.  “When he was that
young, there was not a whole lot I
could do with him so I thought this
was a fun way to spend our time
together.”

Linda was attending a Mom’s
luncheon where an agent spoke about child modeling.  Linda sent in
some pictures of Jack and, the next thing she knew, Jack was attending
go-sees or auditions for print adver-
tisements.  “I won’t take Jack out
of school for go-sees but, if it is con-
venient, we will go,” she said.

The same thought was echoed by
Lynne Marfey, a graphics designer,
whose sons Aren, 3, and Jason, 10
months, have modeled for Toys R
Us and some parent-oriented maga-
zines.  “I tell Aren that he is going
to play with toys and it’ll be fun.
As long as it is fun for him, it is
fine.  Sometimes he is in a terrible
mood and then we just come back.
That’s fine,” said Marfey, shrug-
ging her shoulders.  “I would not
push Aren to model or act.”

For some parents, the novelty of
the activity is not the only driving
force.  Lynne Strong-Shinozaki,
eight-year old Haley’s mother, was
a model herself.  “I wanted to be a fashion model but, when I hit 12, I
stopped growing and that dream ended,” said Strong-Shinozaki, as she
balanced Mark, her one-year-old son on her lap.  “I don’t want to live my

Child model and Islander Jack Humphrey

RI’s Child Models Before
Camera for Fun & Profit

See Kids , page 6

Haley Shinozaki

Aren Marfey (left) in Parents
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the
community, and to/from officials.  Publication
on a Name Withheld basis will be considered,
but the writer’s name, address, and phone num-
ber must be provided for verification and for
our records.  Preferred submission:  By e-mail
to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (ASCII text
preferred or use any wordprocessing software,
but no MSWord files with macros), or PC-stan-
dard 3.5-inch floppy disk left at 531 Main Street
for The WIRE.  Alternatives:  Typed, double-
spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to
(212) 755-2540.  Clearly handwritten letters will
be considered if brief, but we cannot take tele-
phone dictation of letters.  All letters are sub-
ject to acceptance and to editing for length
and clarity.  We recommend observing a maxi-
mum length of 300 words, but will consider
longer letters if their content merits the required
space.

The Editorial Page

Editor’s note:
Several of the letters appearing in this issue were written
before apparent resolution of the Tramway outage.  Some
others, including a letter from Rep. Carolyn Maloney,
became irrelevant and were dropped after the
announcement, Thursday night, of an apparent solution of
the problems in returning the Tramway to service.
Letters deadline for Mar. 9 issue:  Mon., Mar. 4

Lawrence G. Reuter, President
MTA New York City Transit
370 Jay Street
Brooklyn, NY  11201 (fax 718-596-2146)
Dear Mr. Reuter:

I am writing to you concerning the newly-added stops on the F train,
stops that were served previously by the Q train and the Sixth Avenue
Shuttle.

I have been a resident of Roosevelt Island for over eight years.  During
that time my family and I have seen many different permutations of sub-
way service.  For much of that time the Island was served by the Q.  For
the last three years or so, due largely to track work, we have been served
by a variety of trains – so many, in fact, that one of the pastimes for many
residents of Roosevelt Island was guessing what train would show up on
a given day.  (Weekends were particularly unpredictable in this regard.)
When the decision came down recently that the Island would be serviced
by the F, many Island residents were skeptical, but some of us were also
optimistic.  Perhaps the rerouting of the F, as well as the addition of the
new V line, would benefit not only the residents of Queens, but those of
us who make our home on Roosevelt Island.  Certainly that is what the
MTA implied in its announcements regarding the new service.

So much for optimism.  The changes in the F line are nothing short of
disastrous.  Having once been a resident of Long Island City, I am famil-
iar with the old F:  the train that so many residents of Queens depended
upon that each car would invariably be as packed as the proverbial can
of sardines.  The new F was heralded by the MTA as a train that would
ease congestion and give subway riders increased travel options.  As it
turns out, the new F is just the old F in different drag.  This comes as a
rude surprise for Roosevelt Islanders who were accustomed to the Q, a
train that was often voted the best in the city.  The new F is, I would
guess, similarly taxing for the people of Queens, who, while perhaps
accustomed to being pushed, shoved and squished on their way to work
each morning, probably don’t like it any better now than they did then.
In the meantime, the V cruises through Queens and Manhattan with hardly
a passenger.

The residents of Roosevelt Island depend on the subway and the Tram
for transportation to and from Manhattan.  Most of us work in the City
and many of our children attend school in the City.  Recently, the Tram
has undergone its own problems with service and, as a result, will not be
operating for the foreseeable future.  This means that we who live on the
Island are dependent, more than ever, on the subway.  This also means
that there are more passengers using the Roosevelt Island subway sta-
tion than before.  Imagine a population of commuters that has doubled
overnight and you’ll have an idea of the crowding we face with a train
like the F.  Getting on to a train packed with commuters poses a problem
for most of us.  But one must also take into account the significant popu-
lation of disabled and senior citizens who count Roosevelt Island as their
home and are finding it increasingly difficult to catch a ride into the city.
(This is true as well for parents with young children and strollers.)  Given
the development of Southtown – which will add, if the projections are
correct, an additional 4,000 residents to the Island – the F stop on
Roosevelt Island is well on its way to becoming the MTA’s unfunniest
joke.

May I suggest that Roosevelt Island – along with the stations at 21st
Street/Queensbridge, 63rd and Lexington, and 57th and 6th – be served,
not by the F, but by the V?  This change would make the ride for those
passengers who use the above-mentioned stations less onerous.  Who
knows?  It may help even out the ridership of both the V and the F lines,
resulting in real changes in subway service.  This would have a benefi-
cial effect for everyone involved – not least the MTA.

Thank you for your time.
Mario Naves

To RIOC:
I am writing to you with regards

to the Tramways’ continuous shut-
down, due to problems in the an-
nual regular maintenance and the
lack of assertive management de-
cisions.

I am in a wheelchair and my only
way out from the Island to Man-
hattan is through the Tramway.
That is because my power chair
cannot jump the gap or the height
difference between the subway cars
and the platform, and it’s almost
impossible to ride the red bus. I
cannot turn from the ramp to the
aisle, unless my chair is partially
dismantled.

Because of this nuisance I feel I
am a prisoner of the Island, unable
to go to events, visit friends and
doctors, unless I contract a special
ambulance service that is very ex-
pensive and which I cannot afford
on my limited income.

This is very unfair and discrimi-
natory; not only to me but also to
all people with wheelchairs whose
easiest access to Manhattan is the
Tram.  The whole thing seems as
an orchestrated sabotage to perma-
nently close down the Tramway.

I urge you to consider that this
Island is wheelchair friendly and to
take a more drastic action to repair
the Tram (without sacrificing
safety), which in the end will also
provide a better service to our en-
tire community.

Thank you for looking into this
matter and your cooperation.

Gustavo Alori

To the Community:
Do you ever get a sinking feeling in the pit of your stomach while

thinking about the most recent Tram saga?  I don’t consider myself faint
at heart.  However, every time I think about recent Tram developments,
that sinking feeling returns.

Recently, I learned that American Tramways is thinking about using
the shortened cable as an operating cable.  The same cable that is eight
feet too short.  It intends to test the shortened cable for safety, using
weights and running it at a faster speed.  While a new cable that is stretched
beyond what it was designed to accommodate may “pass” its initial tests
with flying colors now, my concern is that it won’t pass the real test.

The trip across the East River – 250 feet high at its peak – on a short-
ened cable is too risky.  Think of the Tram cable as a sophisticated clothes-
line in motion. Stretched beyond what it was designed to do, the cable
will probably wear out sooner rather than later. Who knows if you or I
will be riding in the Tramway 250 above ground when it fails its real
test?

I don’t understand why American Tramways has not been held ac-
countable to remedy the situation in a reasonable time frame.  When
consumer goods are found to be defective and unsafe, they are generally
pulled from the shelves and replaced with ones that meet the standard.
Why should the Tram cable, which literally holds our lives above ground
as we travel to and from Roosevelt Island and Manhattan, not be held to
the same high standard?  Why doesn’t American Tramways take back its
faulty product, and replace it with a cable that is eight feet longer –
instead of what appears to be a cheap solution to an embarrassing error?

I for one do not believe for a moment that American Tramways, RIOC,
or any other governmental agency will prevent an accident by monitor-
ing the defective cable more closely.  While I don’t mind taking a high
flyer on some gambles, life is too precious to gamble on what could and
should be remedied properly.  I think 9/11 reminded us of the precious-
ness of life.

The Tram has been an important feature on Roosevelt Island for obvi-
ous reasons.  It significantly adds to the safety and quality of life for
residents, young, old, and in between. Furthermore, the Tram is also one
of New York City’s crown jewels, which consistently attracts tourists –
something this city could use right now – instead of another tragedy!

Harriet Katz

TM

To the Editor:
I’m sure that this latest Tram

shutdown was originally due to a
dumb accident, but its prolongation
is already beginning to smell bad.
Like a surreptitious Tram phase-
out in the making.  Well, think:
isn’t that what RIOC has wanted all
along?

We all know that official at-
tempts to reduce Tram service have
always met with collective outrage,
so RIOC has always had to back
down.  Now, I suspect that these
people have found the perfect way
to sneak in a Tram shutdown while
neatly sidestepping public opinion.

How lucky for them that some
moron cut the cable too short! Now
they’re free to postpone resumption
of Tram activity indefinitely while
hiding behind all kinds of lame “of-
ficial” excuses.  Maybe they be-
lieve that if they continue to bore
us with these idiotic excuses, we’ll
just doze off and forget the whole
thing.

Let’s not do that.  Let’s keep ask-
ing RIOC just when are we getting
the Tram back?  Or better yet, let’s
try asking them for a straight an-
swer:  Are we getting the Tram
back?  Perhaps we could then pro-
ceed, depending on their answer (or
non-answer) – instead of just sit-
ting around passively, waiting for
the next improbable excuse.

Patricia Duarte

Learning Curve
What did Roosevelt Island learn over the past several weeks

of the Tramway crisis?  What have we yet to learn?
We know, for one thing, that even the best in the business

can make a dumb mistake.  RIOC put American Tramways on
the job because it has the credentials and the depth on the
bench required to manage and maintain a system like our Tram-
way.  Even so, a single error turned a one-month shutdown
into a hundred-day (plus) hiatus – bad enough for anybody,
but a particular hardship on the disabled, who rely on the Tram
as their only glitch-free ride to Manhattan.

On the other hand, we knew all along that perfection is
reserved to the gods and denied all mortals.

So we learned that it pays to hire the best, but also to hope
for the best.

Beyond that, we might seek another lesson in all this – one
having to do with effective administration.

We can’t know all that went on behind the scenes as Ameri-
can Tramways struggled to recover from its mistake in cutting
the replacement haul-cable eight feet short.  To be fair, we have
to give the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation credit for
moving things along.

Yet, even at day’s end Thursday, RIOC apparently was not
aware that Red Blomer of American Tramways had quietly
ordered a replacement cable.  That suggests that the working
relationship isn’t as close as it should be, and that RIOC may
not have been riding herd on the Tramway operator as closely
as residents have a right to expect.

In retrospect, it’s hard to imagine engineers at the Depart-
ment of Labor signing off on a Tramway modification that might
later be blamed for an accident, even if it were not the proxi-
mate cause.  Why take a chance?  And why expect a State agency
without a compelling interest in returning the Tramway to ser-
vice to stick its bureaucratic neck out?

RIOC should have known, we think, that spare cables can
be stored, as Website NYC10044 learned in some extended re-
porting this week.  That fact contradicted what Rob Ryan told
residents back in January, and he was probably speaking with-
out accurate guidance from his own staff and American Tram-
ways.  Indeed, American Tramways’ interest was in avoiding
the purchase of another cable, so it was convenient to allow
Ryan to believe storage of a spare wasn’t an option.

So we hope RIOC has learned that closer and better-in-
formed supervision is a worthy goal.

But for now, let’s just celebrate the imminent – we might
hope – return of our beloved Tramway.

DL
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There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
Editor@MainStreetWIRE.com, fax to
755-2540, or leave copy at the desk
at 531 Main Street, addressed to
The WIRE.  Provide a telephone
number for possible follow-up.

Matthew Katz
RIRA President

e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

Home-delivered meals
available: 744-5022, ext. 1203

Sat., Feb. 23, 10:00-4:00, African-American Heritage Month Cel-
ebration 2002, Senior Center, 546 Main Street.  Storyteller Dr. Joyce C.
Duncan, Cotton Club Swing Dancers, booths, arts and crafts, soul food,
music, and more.

Sat., Feb. 23, 11:00 a.m., Flag-Raising Ceremony, Blackwell House,
with FDNY Special Operations Command and Island Boy Scouts, spon-
sored by the Historical Society.

Mon., Feb. 25, 8:00 p.m., Toastmasters meeting; public speaking
without fear.  For information, call (212) 759-0396.

Fri., Mar. 1  (and every Friday),
7:00 p.m., Sketching Session, of-
fered by the Roosevelt Island Visual
Art Association, 546 Main Street,
12th floor.  Fee.  Information:
755-1771.

Sat., Mar. 2, 7:00 p.m., Concert
– Los Soneros de Oriente, Son
style Afro-Cuban song, PS/IS 217

Auditorium, presented by the PS/IS 217 Beacon Program of the Roosevelt
Island Youth Program.  Free.

Wed., Mar. 6, 8:00 p.m., Residents Association Common Council
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Fri., Mar. 8 , 5:00 p.m., Grand Opening of the Gallery of Roosevelt
Island Visual Art Association in the former Bigelow Pharmacy location,
street level, Rivercross.

Sat., Mar. 9, next issue of The Main Street WIRE.  Deadlines:  Ad-
vertising in the paper, Fri., Mar. 1; decision on stuffers for The Bag,
Mon., Mar. 4, with materials due Thur., Mar. 7.  Future issues generally
every two weeks as follows:  Mar. 23, Apr. 6, Apr. 20, May 4, May 18,
June 1, June 15, June 29 (Fourth of July issue), July 27 (reduced summer
schedule), Aug. 24, Sept. 7, Sept. 21, Oct. 5, Oct. 19, Nov. 2 (pre-elec-
tion issue), Nov. 9 (post-election), Nov. 23, Dec. 14 (holiday issue).
Phone/fax for news, 826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for advertising in-
quiries, 751-8214/755-2540; to list your organization’s Island events
here (no charge), fax information to 755-2540, or e-mail
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com.

Tue., Mar. 19, 7:30 p.m., MTA Bridges and Tunnels, program of
the Roosevelt Island Historical Society, presented by Lauren Rosen, fea-
turing photos and drawings from the MTA Bridges and Tunnels Divi-
sion, Island House Community Room, 555 Main Street.  Free.

Thur., Mar. 21, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, The Reader by Bernhard
Schlink, Library.  Advance registration required.

Sat., Mar. 23, 10:00 a.m., How Many Activities Are Enough?, semi-
nar led by Dr. G. Lipton, sponsored by Island Kids, 536 Main Street
community room.  $20.  Information:  758-8408.

Tue., Apr. 2, 7:00 p.m., tentative date for the Municipal Art Society’s
Imagine New York session on Roosevelt Island.  If interested in
partcipating, contact facilitator Ethel Romm at 980-5352 or at
ethelgr@mindspring.com.  Location to be announced.

Wed., Apr. 3, 8:00 p.m., Residents Association Common Council
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., Apr. 16, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Divine Secrets of the Ya-
Ya Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells, Library.  Advance registration required.

Tue., Apr. 16, 7:30 p.m., Restoring Strecker, program of the
Roosevelt Island Historical Society, with Page Ayres Crowley, conser-
vation and restoration architect, Island House Community Room, 555
Main Street.  Free.

Fri., Apr. 26, 10:00 a.m., Arbor Day Tree Planting, sponsored by
Roosevelt Island Tree Board.

Sat., Apr. 27, 10:00 a.m., What’s Next?, Career Development for
Mothers, seminar led by Dr. G. Lipton, sponsored by Island Kids, 536
Main Street community room.  $20.  Information:  758-4808.

Wed., May 1, 8:00 p.m., Residents Association Common Council
Meeting, Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

Tue., May 21, 6:30 p.m., Book Discussion, Cold Mountain by Charles
Frazier, Library.  Advance registration required.

Tue., May 21, 7:30 p.m., Manhole and Coal-Chute Covers, presen-
tation of the Roosevelt Island Historical Society, with historian Diana
Stuart.  Island House Community Room, 555 Main Street.  Free.

Monday
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen-

ing
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
12:45, Arts & Crafts  (RIDA)

Tuesday
10:00, Jazzercise
1:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well Exercise
10:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (beginner)
11:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (intermediate)
Thursday

10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance Class

Friday
9:00, Citizenship
10:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (beginner)

10:15, Yoga Stretch
11:00, English as 2nd Lan-

guage (intermediate)
1:00, Computer Class
7:30, Lotto

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Wed., Feb. 27, 10:00, Lecture,

“Amazing Memory.”
Thur., Feb. 28, 12:30, Winter

Birthday Party
Mon., Mar. 11, 11:00-12:30,

MetroCard Bus
Wed., Mar. 20, 12:30, Crime

Lecture
Tue., Mar 26, 12:30, Eye Screen-

ing

Island author Gwynne Forster has
published her 18th work of fiction,
When Twilight Comes.

Published by Kensington/Dafina
Books, the novel is the story of a
family-owned business in North
Carolina, the state’s most influen-
tial African-American newspaper.
A reviewer for The Nashville Cou-
rier said the work is “filled with
verve, panache, and sensitivity,”
adding, “Forster strips the charac-
ters bare [and] deftly displays the
complexity of family relation-
ships.”

Forster, whose real name is Gwen
Acsadi, has a website at
www.gwynneforster.com., and she runs
an on-line group posted on the web
service, Yahoo.  She was profiled
in the Fourth of July issue of The

WIRE.  That article is available on Website NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com/
wire/2120/forster.html.

Forster won a national award for “best novel in class” for six of her
works, and the 2001 Gold Pen Award for Beyond Desire.  She’s also
widely published as a demographer.

Forster’s 18th Work Published

African-American
Heritage Fest Today
At Senior Center

The Island’s annual observance
of African-American Heritage
Month will kick off this morning
(Sat., Feb. 23) at 10:00 and run
through 4:00 p.m.  The event, put
together by Roosevelt Island Hous-
ing Management and sponsored by
the Seniors Association and the
Historical Society, will feature eth-
nic cuisine and music, perfor-
mances, storytelling, and (for the
kids) interactive fun like T-shirt
making (that’s at 11:00).  Events
are listed in an ad on page 7.

Admission is free.

News Updates –
Website NYC10044

www.nyc10044.com
To sign up for e-mail

buletins, send your address
to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com

This is not the column I wrote last Tuesday.  It was
a pretty good column about the loss of the Tram, but I
happily scrapped it Thursday night.  An amazing thing
happened at the RIOC Board of Directors meeting.
As you probably know by now, Red Blomer, presi-
dent of American Tramways, showed up and stopped
the show.

He expressed his displeasure at the New York State
Department of Labor’s reluctance to sign off on his
plan to use the shortened haul cable.  And then he
announced that American Tram-
ways had ordered a new, full-length
cable from Europe six weeks ago!
He estimates that it will arrive the
first week in March, and that the
Tram will re-open “a couple of
weeks” thereafter.  His company
will absorb the full cost of the re-
placement cable.  Talk about step-
ping up to the plate.  We owe Mr.
Blomer a vote of thanks for putting
an end to our endless wait and for being a mensch.

I have more good news to report.  Prior to the RIOC
Board meeting, I attended the annual meeting of the
New York City Transit Riders Council, 2002
President’s Forum.  This open meeting is sponsored
by the Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee
(PCAC), a non-profit transportation watchdog group
with offices in the MTA building.  The Council offers
City transit riders the opportunity to speak with
Lawrence Reuter, president of the New York City
Transit Authority, and some of his top staff.  I got
there early, with the hope that I might say my piece
and get to the RIOC meeting in time to participate in
their post-adjournment mini-town meeting.  Here’s
what I said to Mr. Reuter:

Good evening Mr. Reuter.  My
name is Matthew Katz and I’m here
representing the 9,500 residents of
Roosevelt Island as president of its
Residents Association.  But I’m
also representing the many work-
ers at the two chronic-care hospi-
tals, Coler and Goldwater, the visi-
tors and tourists to Roosevelt Is-
land, and the future residents of
Southtown from Memorial Sloan-
Kettering and New York Hospitals.
What they have in common is that
they all ride the Tram.

You may know that the Roosevelt
Island Tram has been out of ser-
vice since Thanksgiving.  At
present, there is no start-up date
in sight.  However, the Tram is ab-
solutely essential by virtue of the
unique nature of the Roosevelt Is-
land community.  We are a planned
community, Mr. Reuter, with a large population of se-
nior citizens, wheelchair riders, and other disabled resi-
dents.  The subway system is inaccessible to them as it is
not ADA compliant.  Our commuter Tramway has been
their one consistent resource for travel to Manhattan
and, presently, has been replaced by a bus.

One of these days, Tram service will be restored.
And on that day, the Tram will still be the only two-
fare ride in New York City.  Mr. Reuter, the Tram was
never incorporated in the MetroCard system because
of the unique nature of Roosevelt Island’s manage-
ment.  RIOC, a public-benefit corporation that owns
and operates the Tram, has been reluctant to seek
MetroCard service because of the loss of revenue from
riders whose travels started on another form of
transporation within the City system.

Mr. Reuter, wouldn’t it be in the best interests of

New York City transit riders and the MTA if some rev-
enue-sharing plan could be devised that would in-
corporate this last public transit system into
MetroCard?  The most recent financials released to
the public indicate operating expenditures of $2.9
million offset by revenues of $1.3 million.  Therefore,
45% of operating costs come from the farebox, and
there is no off-Island subsidy of the Tramway from
any source.  The $1.6 million annual deficit wouldn’t
run Transit Authority  operations for a single day.

The Transit Authority’s obligation
to make up RIOC’s shortfall would
diminish as ridership increased, as
it surely will over the next several
years. The slogan that announced the
start of MetroCard, a system that
transformed New York commuting,
was “One City, One Fare.”  Unless
and until the Roosevelt Island Tram
is included in MetroCard service,
that promise is a sham.

The RIOC Board of Directors is meeting even as
we speak.  Won’t you give me a sign that the Transit
Authority is open to discussion with your sister pub-
lic-benefit corporation, the Roosevelt Island Operat-
ing Corporation?  I’m on my way there immediately
after leaving you, and I would be gratified to be able
to present them with this opportunity to serve the Tram
ridership and the Roosevelt Island community.  Thank
you for your time.

I expected a cool reception, and was blown away
by the Transit Authority president’s enthusiasm for
the idea.  He noted that the prior RIOC administration
(that’s Dr. Blue he’s talking about) was “not recep-
tive” to TA inquiries regarding the MetroCard for the

Tram, but he is “eager” to speak to
the current administrator.  Mr.
Reuter even gave me his card to
deliver to Rob Ryan!

I delivered this message to the
RIOC Board, and RIOC president
Ryan said that his staff had dis-
cussed the MetroCard with the
Transit Authority last summer.  I
noted that, regardless of the details,
this was a “window of opportunity”
that should be grabbed with both
hands.  I reminded everyone that
Mayor Bloomberg was a supporter
of the Tram MetroCard, and that
City Council Speaker Miller was
unwilling to discuss Tram advertis-
ing without the MetroCard being
part of the package.  Perhaps this
opening could help clear the politi-
cal logjam.

RIOC Board member Leo Kayser
suggested that yours truly set up a

meeting to include myself and the presidents of RIOC
and NYCTA.  Of course, I jumped at the chance, with
the understanding that any substantive negotiations
must be public-benefit corporation (RIOC) to public-
benefit corporation (NYCTA).  Rob Ryan agreed to
this turn of events, and by the time you read this, a
meeting to discuss incorporating the Roosevelt Island
Tram into the MetroCard system may be on the books.

Clearly, there’s many a slip... you know the rest.
However, a process has been started.  When I last sug-
gested the idea to MTA Chairman, E. Virgil Conway,
three years ago, he treated it like a month-old fish;
something stinking to be quickly discarded.  If people
at the top, people of good will, are willing to seek
solutions, then we are ahead of the game.  Stay tuned,
keep your fingers crossed and demand updates on the
status of the negotiations from RIOC.
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Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street • Phone (212) 643-3900  Fax (212) 588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Free checking � Competitive interest on savings accounts
Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Announcing...

Saturday Hours
That’s right.  We’ve been listening  to what the Roosevelt Island community has to
say about its needs in financial services, so we’re adding Saturday morning hours
while keeping the rest of our schedule intact.  Now, the Better Way to Bank  isn’t a

bank at all.  It’s your neighborhood Credit Union.

Montauk Hours
Monday-Wednesday & Friday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs

Thursday
Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m.

Doors open until 7:30
Saturday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
ATM 24/7 • NYCE affiliate

License #730671
Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service
Est. 1961 CHRIS TV

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

718-392-7444
Free Estimates in Shop.

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair
In-Home Service

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available � Use What You Have

FFFFFurnitureurnitureurnitureurnitureurniture
UpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholsteryUpholstery, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214 No job too small



The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Feb. 23, 2002 • 5

752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

A New Menu...
... puts our best foot forward

this week, complete with new
dishes, new combinations, and Tony

Vita’s illustrations – ten different
ones to keep you coming back for
another look.  It’s all part of our

continuing effort to be the spot of
choice when you need a break from

cooking at home.  Join us.
See you at Trellis...

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

TEN BEST REASONS TO BRING YOUR THINGS TO CABRINI THRIFT SHOP

520 Main Str520 Main Str520 Main Str520 Main Str520 Main Street • Monday-Saeet • Monday-Saeet • Monday-Saeet • Monday-Saeet • Monday-Saturturturturturday 12-7:30 • Laday 12-7:30 • Laday 12-7:30 • Laday 12-7:30 • Laday 12-7:30 • Late night te night te night te night te night ThurThurThurThurThursday to 9:00sday to 9:00sday to 9:00sday to 9:00sday to 9:00

10. You lost weight, your clothes are sagging
9. You gained weight, your seams are splitting
8. Closets are overstuffed
7. You love the gift but it just isn’t you
6. Head start on Spring cleaning
5. You can’t wear hot pink like you used to
4. Need room for new stuff
3 . Recycling is the “in” thing
2. To you it’s old, to someone else it’s “vintage”
1. Because it’s the nice thing to do

The Farmers Market

As always � Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

Watsontown, Pa.

Specials this week
Homegrown Greenhouse Tomatos $1.89/lb.

Seven varieties of Pennsylvania Apples 89¢/lb.
Oranges and Grapefruit 4/$1

Homemade Sweet Breads for $5
Homemade Jellies & Jams

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate
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ADULT AND CHILDREN’S CLASSES  – Ongoing registration at Island Kids.  Pick
up brochure at Island Kids, 536 Main Street, or Public Safety.  Call (212) 758-8408.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST  / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  (212) 759-9042.

CHAIRSIDE DENTAL ASSISTANT opening on Roosevelt Island – 36 hours weekly
including days and 2 evenings; no weekends.  Must have at least three years
experience, including X-ray.  Fax resume to (212) 752-8723.  Call Dr. Itskowitch,
(212) 752-8722.

THE ICLA DA SILVA FOUNDATION  thanks all those who made possible the
January 5 blood drive, and all the donors.

CAN YOU TYPE?  WANT TO HELP WITH The WIRE?  The WIRE needs volunteer
typists for jobs ranging from short to long, from rush to long-term.  No compensation,
but lots of satisfaction in being part of one of the community’s oldest institutions.
Call (212) 826-9055 or e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com.

VACATION IN PEACE  – Will feed and play with your cat, water your plants, pick up
your mail, etc.  (212) 751-8214.

ELDER LAW  – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills.  Free Home Consultation.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420
Lexington Avenue, New York, NY.  (212) 754-9117.

DAISY DOODLE CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT   Magic, characters, dance,
facepainting, balloons.  Professional.  (212) 501-4828.

FACEPAINTING ARTISTRY  by Arlene – (212) 666-6793.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING  – Prompt service.  (212) 935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

PAINTING, TILE, CARPENTRY  by Paul Braucher.  Many Rivercross references.
(212) 644-8358.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE  – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    (212) 371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER – Excellent references.  Free estimate.  (212) 751-8214.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE  – Dolores Green.  (212) 223-4077.

Classified
Only 50¢/word • 751-8214
Deadline for Mar. 9 issue: Mar. 4

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the ArtNew State of the Art
Dry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning MachineDry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You BetterTo Serve You Better

Your Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood CleanersYour Neighborhood Cleaners

We DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe DeliverWe Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-upFree deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert TailorExpert Tailor
on Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premiseson Premises

571 Main St.
7 5 8 - 1 7 7 87 5 8 - 1 7 7 87 5 8 - 1 7 7 87 5 8 - 1 7 7 87 5 8 - 1 7 7 8

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

by Seth Kaufman

BASKETBALL  The final regular season standings for the Youth Program’s Winter
Basketball League are:

12-14 Division
Lakers    5-1
Kings    3-3
Spurs    2-4
Mavericks    2-4

12-14 Division:  On February 16, in the last regular season game, the Mavericks handed
the Lakers their first loss of the season, 56-53.  The Lakers were led by Eric Miranda with
10 points, while Quincy Leon, Emanuel Ogbogu, and Matthew Brodsky each added 8.  For
the Mavericks, Jonathan Singh led the team with 16 points, with Alpha Bah adding 15, and
LeQuan Francis and Tyrell Anderson each adding 10.  In the other game that afternoon, the
Kings beat the Spurs in a close game 62-59.  For the Kings, Dan Moraru led the team with
27, while Steven Morgan had 16, Seif Dorani had 11, and Emerson Sampaio added 8.  The
Spurs were led by Byron Gaspard, with Mirza Avdovic adding 16, Fabian Williams adding
14, and Shirome Dixon adding 8.

Leading Scorers (points per game through the end of the regular season):  (1) Joel
Arroyo (Lakers) 24.8; (2) Dan Moraru (Kings) 20.7; (3) Fabian Williams (Spurs) 17.4; (4)
Steven Morgan (Kings) 17.3; (5) Alpha Bah (Mavericks) 12.6; (6) Byron Gaspard (Spurs)
12; (7) Mirza Avdovic (Spurs) 11; (7) Derrick Moore (Lakers) 11; (9) Tyrell Anderson
(Mavericks) 10.4.

15-17 Division:  In action from February 8, in a game between the first and second place
teams, the first place Magic remained undefeated by beating the Bucks 73-65.  For the
Magic, Dwight Wells led the team with 17 points, 14 of them in the second half, while
Prince Cherry added 15 points, Scott Davis added 13, and Isiah Doxen had 12.  Tymel
Williams led the Bucks with 20 points and Randy Cline added 14, while the league’s lead-
ing scorer, Devin Epps, was held to 13 points.  In the other game that night, the Raptors
defeated the Celtics by 10 points, 53-43.  Victor Lopez and Omar Moore led the Raptors
with 12 points each, while Pablo Delgado added 8.  For the Celtics, Mark Comrie led the
team with 12 points, while Antoine Smith had 10, and Ferlin Baez added 9.

Leading Scorers:  (1) Devin Epps (Bucks) 22.1; (2) Kyle Coleman (Celtics) 17; (3)
Prince Cherry (Magic) 13.4; (4) Devon Wells (Raptors) 10.8; (4) Tymel Williams (Bucks)
10.8; (6) Randy Cline (Bucks) 10; (6) Scott Davis (Magic) 10; (8) Victor Lopez (Raptors)
9.8; (9) Chris Rosado (Magic) 9.5.

Basketball playoffs will begin Friday night, March 1, for the 15-17 Division, and Satur-
day afternoon, March 2, for the 12-14 Division.

BASEBALL  The Youth Program is accepting registration for its spring Little League
program.  Registration forms are available at the Youth Center at 506 Main Street and at the
Beacon Program at PS/IS 217.  Registration will close on February 28.

15-17 Division
Magic    5-0
Bucks    3-2
Raptors    2-3
Celtics    0-5

Tram from page 1

Tramway engineering but not connected with
ither DOL or American Tramways — to ap-
prove the modification.  As of late Thurs-
day, DOL had not returned calls seeking a
progress report, apparently having nothing
to report.

Blomer had proposed to DOL that it use
RIOC’s outside Tramway consultant, Aerial
Engineering of Spokane, Washington, as the
third party to sign off on the plan to use the
short cable.  As of late Thursday, however,
the Department of Labor had not accepted
that idea and was apparently unsuccessful in
efforts to find an engineer willing to take
responsibility for approving the modifica-
tion.

Blomer seems to have kept his order for a
replacement cable to himself, hoping that
RIOC and others would pressure the Depart-
ment of Labor to get moving on the approval
sought for the modified method of attaching
the haul cable to the Tram.  Apparently the
change of course came sometime during the
day Thursday, possibly because the contin-
gency order had to be canceled or made firm,
or possibly just because Blomer concluded
that the State would not grant the needed ap-
proval anytime soon.  The RIOC Board’s
open-forum evening meeting may also have
been a factor.

The haul cable for the Roosevelt Island
Tramway has a polypropylene core wrapped
with steel cable.  It was described as 3,510
feet long by Ryan at a January 24 commu-
nity meeting.  Such cables weigh just under
4.5 pounds per foot, and sell for about $6.00
a foot, according to Mike Catino, vice-presi-
dent for engineering of Paulsen Wire Rope,
a company that has produced cables for the
Roosevelt Island Tramway in the past.  That
would put American Tramways’ short-cut-
ting error at about $21,000 plus transporta-
tion.

life through Haley, but I do know the busi-
ness since I have been in it myself.  It is more
for the experience.  It teaches children pro-
fessionalism and they appreciate the hard
work that goes into it.”

Children may have to spend up to eight
hours for a single shoot that may pay as little
as $200.  Some companies pay by the hour
even if the child is not actually shooting all
the time he or she is at the studio.  There is
usually a payment for the shoot and a bonus
if the child is featured in the approved ad-
vertisement.  Commercials pay more than print
advertisements, but time spent in trying out for
commercials is disproportionately high.

It generally falls to the mother to take the
child for go-sees and shoots, so it becomes
an assignment for her, too.  In most cases,
the father’s role is simply the appreciative
nod when the pictures come out.  “My hus-
band loves the pictures,” said Marfey.

Even so, both parents generally discuss the
issue of whether their child should model at
all and for how long.  “We sat down as a
family and discussed whether we really
wanted to do this.  We decided to go ahead
because Haley seems to enjoy it and she is
very good at it.  She takes direction very well
and the producers love her,” said Strong-
Shinozaki.

The concern most parents have is how
modeling may affect their child’s develop-
ment and outlook.  They generally do not
want to pressure their child or take away from
what they see as a healthy, play-filled child-
hood.  “Our society looks at modeling as a
desirable thing so it becomes an instant plus,
but aggressive parents could be damaging
their child,” said Gina Lipton, a psycholo-
gist and former counselor at the Polytechnic
University in New York.  “Parents need to
look at their child as a separate person and
see if the child really enjoys the activity.  A
five-year-old knows what he enjoys and par-
ents should respect the child’s wishes.”

The younger the child, the less easy it is to
determine whether he or she is enjoying the
modeling because, in some instances, the sig-
nificance of having been featured in a maga-
zine is lost on the child.  As they grow older,
children may be more aware of the situation.
“I like being on television,” said Haley.  “We
get to drink hot chocolate at the shoots and I

by Larry Parnes
Rehabilitation of the Roosevelt Island

Bridge has been put off to 2005, and the
bridge will remain a lift bridge, its main span
movable.

The City Department of Transportation
had earlier projected turning the bridge into
a fixed bridge, possibly removing its lifting
towers, but that plan was nixed by the Coast
Guard after September 11, possibly to keep

Island Bridge Rehab Now Slated for 2005;
Will Remain Movable, Open During Work

Kids  from page 1

get two tickets at the end.”  A ticket is what
Haley calls the check.

The checks may not add up to much but
parents of all the child models are tucking
away the cash in the children’s education
funds.  If that does not amount to much, they
say, at least they will have pretty pictures
they did not have to pay for.

the east channel as a back-up.
The DOT plans were the subject of a pre-

sentation last week at a meeting of the Trans-
portation Committee of Community Board
8.  They include approaches to the bridge
from the Queens side, but no work on the
Island ramp, which is not under DOT juris-
diction.

The rehab project will take two years and
cost $22 million.  It is projected to extend
the life of the bridge an additional 30 years,
and includes removal of lead-based paint.

The work, once started, will be confined
to non-peak-traffic periods, according to
DOT.  During those hours, flag carriers will
control a single reversible vehicle lane, with
the direction of traffic alternating.  DOT rep-
resentatives said the work plan and schedul-
ing will take construction of Southtown into
account.

News Updates:
Website NYC10044
www.nyc10044.com
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street � Roosevelt Island � 753-5505

Have a happy and
healthy school year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday � 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday � 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday � 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental

cost.  Some of our services include Bonding, Veneers, Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • (212) 752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Cigna, Guardian, MetLife, First Fortis, etc.

BRACES
AREN�T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
20 years in Island practice

200 W. 57th Street
212 757-2285

501 Main Street
212 752-8722

122 East 29th Street New York, N.Y. 10016
212.689.1702

AFRICAN-AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH
ROOSEVELT ISLAND

CELEBRATION
Today, Saturday, February 23, 10AM-4PM

In the Senior Center, 546 Main Street

11:00 AM – T-Shirt Making for the Kids!
12:30 PM - Storytelling for Children and Young Adults

2:00 PM – Janet Hill, African Dancer
3:00 PM – Cotton Club Swing Dancers

ALL DAY – Soul Food, Ethnic Cuisine and Music
ALL DAY – Authentic Arts & Crafts for Sale

Come Out and Join Us, Admission Is FREE!

This event is sponsored by the
Roosevelt Island Seniors Association,
Roosevelt Island Historical Society,

and Roosevelt Island Housing Management.
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