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RIOC Board Puts Ryan on 60-Day Leave
Pending Inquiry by NYS Inspector General

Briefly...
The Octagon Apartments Project cleared another hurdle, as expected,

at last week’s RIOC Board meeting.  The Board voted to declare the
project would have no adverse environmental impact, and to seek amend-
ment of the Island’s General Development Plan to accommodate the 500-
unit project with a below-grade garage under the Octagon tennis courts.

The PTA International Dinner is coming up Wednesday night at 6:00.
“It’s an opportunity for us to celebrate the fact that our school commu-
nity includes students from more than 50 countries,” says a PTA repre-
sentative.  PTA members attending are asked to bring dishes of their
native lands, but the culinarily challenged are welcome, too.  For informa-
tion, call 1-212-588-0388.

The Main Street turnaround, just south of Rivercross and Blackwell
House, should be back in service by the end of February, according to a
report of the RIOC Operations Committee given at last week’s RIOC Board
meeting by resident Board member Patrick Stewart.  Matters pending are
signage, which is on order, and a cold-patch to deal with a four-inch drop
between the existing road surface and the new road surface.

An Auction Fund-Raiser is in the works for the Residents Associa-
tion.  It’ll happen March 22 at 7:30 in the Senior Center.  More in future
issues of The WIRE but, for now, the group putting the auction together
is looking for donations of merchandise, products, and services.  Call
Fay Vass at 755-4089, Sandra Morabito at 223-1975, or Vicki Feinmel at
223-1108 (all 1-212 numbers).

Tax Program Offers Aid, Seeks
More Volunteers to Provide It

Seniors and low-income individuals can get help with taxes at the Se-
nior Center starting Tuesday.

The Tax-Aide program, sponsored by the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) and the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), is free.
It’s currently scheduled for Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., with Islander
Geof Kerr as the only volunteer.  But Kerr would like to recruit other
volunteers to expand the program, especially as the tax season rolls on.

Volunteers get some IRS training and have to be approved, and Kerr
can help arrange for the training, and then set up a volunteer schedule.
He’s at 1-212-684-5296 (days) or 1-212-751-9241 (home).  The commit-
ment is four hours a week, or more if possible.

Seniors and users of the Senior Center can use the service on a walk-in
basis.  Others are asked to make appointments by calling Kerr’s numbers;
those appointments will be scheduled for late February and beyond so
that seniors will have first use of the service.

Users of the service are advised to bring their tax records, including
last year’s return.  Other items required are Social Security card(s), dates
of birth for the filer, spouse, and dependents, W-2 and/or 1099 forms, and
reports of interest and dividends, pensions, and unemployment insur-
ance payments.  For those who might itemize deductions, a list of expen-
ditures is required, including charitable contributions, interest paid, and
health-care costs with supporting documentation, insurance payment
information, and taxes paid.  Also important are any payments for child
care, including the Social Security number of the care provider, and any
tuition payments.

For further information, those planning to use the service should call
ahead.

by Robert Laux-Bachand
U.S. Representative Carolyn

Maloney convened a meeting here
on January 24 to deal with an issue
that her staff said has produced
more complaints than any other on
Roosevelt Island – public safety.
Officials from the criminal justice sys-
tem and from City and State housing
agencies and the New York State at-
torney general’s office answered
Maloney’s summons, as did about
40 residents and Island officials.

Although the three-hour session
was, at times, a welter of accusa-
tions and flak-catching, two initia-
tives emerged in announcements
from Maloney and Deputy Inspec-
tor David Barrere, commander of
the 114th Precinct in Queens:

• Resumption of community polic-
ing service by a city police officer.

• Creation of a system to tell resi-
dents what is happening when ma-
jor police operations are carried out
on the Island.

The officer, Thomas Liuzzo, went
to work a day after the meeting.

The notification system, which
has yet to be put into practice, rec-
ognizes the Island’s small-town
character.  Under the plan, the 114th
Precinct would call Matthew Katz,
the Residents Association presi-
dent, and other Island representa-
tives or officials, in cases of major
police activity.  The Islanders would
spread the word with phone calls
or e-mail.

The idea is to counteract the sort
of fears and confusion that arose
on Dec. 7.  The police “shut down
the Island,” as they put it, in their
pursuit of a robbery suspect that
night, but both the police depart-
ment and the Island’s Public Safety

CFO Patrick Siconolfi at Helm;
Ryan, Outraged, Says He Has
No Idea What Charges Might Be
Unanimous Votes in Emergency Meeting

Robert H. Ryan, June 10, 1999 Robert H. Ryan, December 12, 2002 Patrick Siconolfi
RIOC President Robert H. Ryan in photos from his first days as the Island’s Chief Executive, and a December 12, 2002,
appearance that touched off speculation on how long he might last.  At right, CFO Patrick Siconolfi, now Acting President.

Manhattan Park Bans WIRE Door-Drop
Distribution Over Resident’s Letter

Island’s Public Safety Services Get an
Official Look and Some New Promises

by Dick Lutz
with Erik Kriss in Albany

Robert H. Ryan, President of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpora-
tion (RIOC), was escorted from his office Tuesday afternoon by Public
Safety officers.

Forty-five minutes later, at an emergency meeting in Manhattan, the
RIOC Board of Directors convened and later voted unanimously to place
him on administrative leave, “pending an inquiry” being conducted by
the State Inspector General, according to a representative of the State
Division of Housing and Community Renewal.  No Board member or
State source would comment, on Wednesday, on the specifics of the
inquiry, but it would be unusual for the Inspector General’s office to
become involved without a specific accusation, and possible evidence,
of criminal wrongdoing.

At that meeting, Patrick Siconolfi, RIOC’s Chief Financial Officer, was
made Acting President of RIOC, the State agency responsible for the
operation and development of the Island.  The Board’s vote was unani-
mous on that, as well.

Ryan was outraged and sounded dumbfounded when reached by The
WIRE Wednesday afternoon at his home.  “I’m aghast that the Board did
not ask that I appear before them and face the charges, because I would
have responded to any charges,” he said.  “It would be inappropriate for
me to comment at this moment since no one has told me what charges
have been brought against me.  I have done nothing unethical; I have

See Ryan, page 10

Department refused to explain what
was going on, alarming many fami-
lies.  Weeks afterward, many resi-
dents still thought that the opera-
tion at 2-4 River Road, which in-
volved a task force of about 40 of-
ficers and emergency services per-
sonnel, was a hostage situation or
drug bust.

“It was all brought under control
in a couple of hours,” Barrere told
Maloney’s gathering in the Island
House community room.  “But I
could see how a helicopter, police
cars, and me shutting down the
streets, it could be disturbing to
people on the Island.  I apologize.”

Barrere said a telephone network
could be activated by his desk of-

ficer and community affairs officers
and would help “to make sure reality
and perception are the same.”  He
said he was also considering an e-
mail system as a way of quickly dis-
persing brief messages.

Barrere said that the community
policing officer “is going to be the
sheriff of the Island” and would
work closely with James Fry, direc-
tor of the Island’s Public Safety
Department.  “I want him to be pro-
active,” Barrere said, explaining
that the officer would get to know
the community through his patrols
and by attending meetings of ten-
ants and organizations.

Nellie Velez of the Eastwood
See Public Safety, page 9

by Irwin P. Starr
Manhattan Park has banned

door-drop distribution of The Main
Street WIRE.  The action came in
response to a resident’s letter
printed in the January 11 issue.

On January 10, after the next
day’s issue of the newspaper had
been distributed in Manhattan Park
buildings, per-
sonnel there
were ordered to
remove the issue
from apartment
d o o r k n o b s ,
where it had
been hung in
the customary
plastic bags.  On
January 24, vol-
unteers were in-
formed by doorstation personnel
that they would not be allowed to
door-drop the January 25 issue,
breaking a six-year tradition that
has allowed The WIRE to assure
advertisers of being able to reach

every residential door on the Island.
There had been no advance notice
of the ban to The WIRE.

In an exchange of letters (see
pages 6-8), Manhattan Park Gen-
eral Manager Sandra Holden and
WIRE Managing Editor Dick Lutz
traded their views on the matter,
after Lutz had requested an appoint-

ment to discuss
the ban.  Holden
said The WIRE
could be left in
boxes in mail
rooms of the
buildings; Lutz
responded that
such a method
of getting the
newspaper to
residents would

make future censorship too easy,
and that having to withdraw the
guarantee of every-apartment de-
livery would put The WIRE in fi-
nancial peril because advertisers
would be likely to cancel their ads.

Wednesday night the Residents
Association Common Council
unanimously adopted a resolution
supporting The WIRE, printed in
full on page 8 along with letters from

See Ban, page 7

Residents who subscribe
to The WIRE’s e-mail
bulletin service have
followed this controversy
on the Internet over the
past ten days.  To sign up
for the service, which is
free, send an e-mail to
editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
with the subject, “Add Me.”
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Edi-

tor, to the community, and to/from officials.
Publication on a Name Withheld basis will
be considered, but the writer’s name, ad-
dress, and phone number must be provided
for verification and for our records; anony-
mous letters are not considered for publica-
tion.

  Preferred methods of submission:  By
e-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (ASCII
text preferred, or use any wordprocessing soft-
ware, but no MSWord files with macros), or
PC-standard 3.5" floppy disk left at 531 Main
Street addressed to The WIRE.  Alternatives:
Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main
Street or faxed to 1-212-755-2540 (verify re-
ceipt by calling 1-212-826-9055).  Clearly
handwritten letters will be considered if brief,
but we cannot take telephone dictation of let-
ters.  All letters are subject to acceptance,
and to editing for length and clarity.
Recommend maximum length, 300 words;
longer letters will be considered if their con-
tent merits the required space.

  Questions?  Call 1-212-826-9055.

The Editorial Page

Editor’s note:  The following letter refers to The WIRE’s December 14
report of the Octagon environmental hearing, held December 12.  It
was e-mailed January 9, too late for the January 11 issue, which went
to press just before it was sent.  Unfortunately, it was held up by an
e-mail snafu and did not reach The WIRE until January 27.  We wel-
come this viewpoint on the exchanges in the December hearing (see
www.nyc10044.com/wire/wire2308.html), but offer the minor correction that this
was a hearing not before the RIOC Board, but a hearing to create a
record of community comments.  Three resident members of the RIOC
Board were present in the audience, though one (David Kraut) left in
apparent disgust before the hearing’s end.  The RIOC Board was oth-
erwise absent, but its members received a transcript of the hearing.

To the Editor:
With respect to my remarks at the December 12 meeting for the RIOC

Board to hear community response to the plans for the Octagon as re-
ported in the last issue of The WIRE, I would like to offer some correc-
tion, context and clarification.

I did not, in fact, voice just these “two words into the microphone:”
“Shut up.”  In fact, I said these five words:  “Don’t stand up, shut up!”
The context was this:  I was being verbally assaulted by Robert Ryan
from the front and hearing behind me shouts of “Stand up!” directed to
him.  My response was directed as much to the people shouting behind
me as to Mr. Ryan.  “Melée” was an apt description of the situation.

As for my comments about ego involvement – I don’t think that ego
involvement is a bad thing in and of itself.  Much good has been accom-
plished as a result of ego.  Nevertheless, ego involvement can blind one
to the realities of a situation.  The reality of the Becker & Becker proposal
for the Octagon is that it has never been a financially viable project in
spite of the substantial incentives available by attaching itself to an
historic structure under the guise of “adaptive reuse.”  I would suggest
that those involved with promoting this scheme are simply unable to
view it objectively and, instead, propose to force this unneeded and
unwanted project on the Island and its residents.

I would like to offer clarification of the point I was attempting to make,
which is that the current proposal does not respect the historic fabric of
the building.  By “historic fabric,” I mean the architecture itself, the pur-
poses to which it was put, what it says about its time and place as well as
what it says about the society which created and altered it.  I am re-
minded of what used to be a familiar refrain in the historic preservation
movement:  “They had to destroy it to save it!”

The Becker & Becker proposal would certainly “destroy” the essence
of the Octagon with little evidence that it would in fact “save it.”  It is a
desecration.  As for Robert Ryan’s statement that the hearing was called
to address only environmental issues, this proposed structure (a behe-
moth) constitutes visual pollution at its worst.  I believe that the Octagon
can and should be saved but not as a part of this scheme.  Let the Becker
& Becker proposal die the quick death it deserves.

Erik Bradford Stocker

To the Editor:
As an environmental artist, per-

former, and designer of public
spaces with integrated community
programs, I have often embraced
humor as a means to address such
serious issues as social justice,
environmental protection, and
(yes!) world peace.  Hence, I can
appreciate the effort Mr. Baehler
invested to pen a satirical response
to my proposal for A Living Library
on Roosevelt Island that appeared
in the January 25 WIRE.  I also ap-
preciate the opportunity to respond
in the spirit of Mae West (who paid
for her humor with a brief and in-
voluntary stay on your Island in
1927).  In her words “…It’s better
to be looked over than overlooked.”

Those engaged by the descrip-
tions of some of my early “perfor-
mance art” may view these inter-
nationally published and exhibited
works and other more recent and
immediately relevant accomplish-
ments online at www.alivinglibrary.org.
Indeed, I encourage them to do so.
As an educator (as well as an art-
ist, environmental architect, and
humorist), I take no offense at be-
ing labeled by Mr. Baehler as an
intellectual.  I do, however, want
to correct Mr. Baehler’s perception
that my concept is for a library “…in
which no books are to be found.”
There will be books and research
accomplished using them.  There
will be electronic media.  And, there
will also be a broad array of locally
meaningful artifacts, artworks, flora
and fauna, and people attracted by
welcoming spaces that please the
eye, soothe the soul and tease the
mind.  The resulting “learning en-
vironments” will reflect the unique
ecology, social, and economic his-
tory of Roosevelt Island, and the
rich current resources.

A Living Library will foster learn-
ing, growth, and a deeply ingrained
sense of place through personal
experience and respectful interac-
tions.  Roosevelt Island’s Living
Library participants, of all ages
and of diverse cultural and linguis-
tic traditions and economic means,
will come to more fully understand
themselves, each other, and the
place in which they live.  They will
work together more effectively to
identify and achieve the environ-
mental, economic, and social priori-
ties of your singular place.  They
may also learn from others in
Branch Living Libraries in distant
locales.  And yes (!), I believe that,
while enriching life in your own
community, they will also contrib-
ute to global peace and
sustainability through their per-
sonal growth, shared accomplish-
ments, and by learning to laugh to-
gether instead of at one another.

Bonnie Ora Sherk
Founder and Director

A Living Library; Life Frames, Inc.

To the Editor:
I would like to respond to Jim Baehler’s letter in the last WIRE ridicul-

ing the Living Library project brought to Roosevelt Island by Bonnie
Sherk, and reported on in your January 11 issue.  I found his language to
be ungracious and supercilious and his conclusions mean-spirited.

To take his objections in order, the term “living library” is obviously a
metaphor that refers to computer linkages between projects.  Nowadays,
books don’t need to be paper-and-ink objects.  Baehler objects to
Ms. Sherk’s use of somewhat bombastic language.  However, she backs
it up with in-the-ground, successful projects that have replaced chain-
link fence, asphalt, and concrete with growing things for children to learn
from and adults to enjoy.  She has obtained several hundred thousand
dollars in grants, $50,000 earmarked for the planning stage of a project
here, from the Ford Foundation, which is not known for flights of whimsy.

Finally, Baehler took exception to Ms. Sherk’s former career as a per-
formance artist – a cheap shot.  Participation in avant-garde art does not
preclude more mainstream work in later life.  I once wore bell-bottoms and
peasant blouses; I don’t any more.  This doesn’t mean I must repudiate
my former predilections.  I’ve simply moved on, and so has Ms. Sherk.

Baehler should have delved more deeply into the Living Library website.
There are respectful articles from The San Francisco Chronicle, New
Horizons for Learning, Artweek, The Independent, and the U.S. Dept. of
Education Community Update Newsletter.  As a partner in Partnership in
Family Involvement in Education, she was hailed as a candidate for the
Computerworld Smithsonian Awards Program, “which archives case stud-
ies by nominees who use information technology in innovative ways to
benefit society.”   The Smithsonian doesn’t think she’s a joke.  If he had
looked carefully, Baehler would have seen other funding Ms. Sherk has
received from the NEA and the California Arts Council.  In her San Fran-
cisco-Three Schools Project, she and the schools have been able to gain
the support of the business community (Home Depot, Microsoft, Pacific
Gas & Electric), politicians, and community leaders.  They don’t think
she’s a joke, and they seem to have either understood or learned to
bridge the gap between her conceptual art lingo and real life.

If this will help make it easier and perhaps more palatable for Baehler
and others who were confused by her presentation, perhaps the follow-
ing statement will help clarify what Ms. Sherk had an admittedly difficult
time expressing in words, especially without the use of her video to give
a clearer, visual picture to the Common Council:  “The goal of Life Frames
is to develop an electronic network of Branch Living Libraries around
the world that would provide a repository of information to show the
relationship between biology, culture, and technology.”

I don’t know where this project will lead.  The RIRA Council approved
the basic premise cautiously and based on Bonnie Sherk’s track record
of accomplishment.  Anyone who wants to bring Ford Foundation money
here with the expressed intention of enhancing our parkland has my
attention and should have yours.   This project costs us nothing except
the time and effort of those willing to participate.  We have nothing to
lose and everything to gain.

Perhaps Mr. Baehler should curb his scathing wit and give the Living
Library a chance.

Sherie L. Helstien
Secretary, RIRA

Letters deadline for
Feb. 22 issue:  Feb. 18

Letters received after deadline will be
considered on a space-available basis.

Those received early may be considered
for publication in any EXTRA edition.

Letters on the controversy over
door-drop delivery at Manhattan

Park appear on pages 6-9

Out of the Bunker?
Patrick Siconolfi has become Acting President and Chief Op-

erating Officer of the Roosevelt Island Operation Corporation at
a difficult time – as if there were ever a time not difficult.

The WIRE has been a steadfast sponsor of the keenly demo-
cratic idea that Roosevelt Island residents should elect the mem-
bers of the RIOC Board of Directors – and that the elected Board
should be empowered to hire professional management for this
community, removing political appointment and patronage from
the operation and development of this very special place.

That makes it hard to welcome yet another change of com-
mand imposed on a commu-
nity that voted, in 1998, by
a margin of 92%, to make a
transition to resident control.

At the same time, it’s
hard not to welcome Siconolfi to the job and wish him well.  He
has demonstrated a level of professionalism and candor unique
to RIOC.  There is a sense, at least, that he has tried to move out
of “Bunker RIOC” and connect with concerned residents.

We were disappointed, therefore, that Siconolfi chose not to
return phone calls from The WIRE Wednesday and Thursday –
on orders, perhaps, not to speak up in a way that might muddle
the situation in which President Robert H. Ryan finds himself,
but nonetheless perpetuating an image of RIOC as an organiza-
tion that would prefer residents not to inquire into its affairs.

As ambivalent as we feel,
then, we’re disposed to give
Siconolfi a real chance to reori-
ent RIOC.  Ryan’s leave gives
him at least two months and –
depending on events yet to play
themselves out – perhaps more.

We remain committed to the idea of an elected RIOC Board
empowered to hire professional community management.  But
we are where we are, and because we love this community, we
cannot help but wish the best of success to RIOC’s new Acting
President.

Into a Bunker?
Pages 6-9 of this issue provide a liberal extension of The

WIRE’s opinion section, which is normally confined to this edito-
rial page (with the RIRA column adjacent on page 3).  It’s all a
major to-do over whether The WIRE will be barred from door-
drop distribution in Manhattan Park.

It’s a critical issue for The WIRE, which has always lived on
the edge of a financial crevasse and, in the last half-decade, has
approached a cure for that condition by guaranteeing advertisers
delivery to every residential door on the Island.  In that sense,
the Manhattan Park ban could be fatal for The WIRE.

Equally important, however, is the right to free expression
infringed by Manhattan Park in suppressing a letter from a resi-
dent, on the one hand, and partially suppress The WIRE by elimi-
nating door-drop delivery, on another.

Those who care about these issues have been very supportive
over the past two weeks, and we thank them.  For the sake of
continued service by this community institution called The WIRE,
we must hope this crisis will be lifted before the February 22
issue goes to press.

DL

In this space there normally appears a list of the many volunteers who help to stuff and
distribute The WIRE every two weeks.  We apologize for pre-empting them this issue, at
the same time knowing that they value The WIRE so highly that they will be tolerant of this
incursion, and will know our thanks are no less heartfelt.
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Senior Center

Home-delivered meals available: 1-212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Monday
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)

Tuesday
2:00, Computer Class
6:30, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance Class (Advanced)

Friday
9:30, Yoga Stretch (new time)

1:00, Bridge Class
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Sat., Feb. 8, 6:30, Korean New

Year’s Party
Tuesdays, beginning Feb. 11, 9:00-

1:00, Free Tax Preparation help
Fri., Feb. 14, 7:00, Valentine’s Day

Party
Wed., Feb. 19, Atlantic City trip
Sat., Feb. 22, 9:00 (all day), Black

History Month Celebration
Fri., Feb. 28, 12:30, Birthday Party

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Provide a telephone number for
possible follow-up.

– This Weekend –
St. Bart’s Players production of Thomas Wolfe’s

Look Homeward, Angel with Roosevelt Island’s
Veronica Shea, final performances this weekend (Sat.-
Sun., Feb. 8-9) Park Avenue at 50th Street.  Tickets
from $17.  For reservations, call 1-212-378-0248.

Jazz concert by the Tex Allen Sextet (reception to
follow), St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, East 10th Street
at Second Avenue, Sun., Feb. 9, 2:30-4:30 p.m.

– The Coming Week –
Toastmasters public speaking group.  Visitors welcome.  Information:

1-212-759-0396.  Mon., Feb. 10, 8:00 p.m.
Picture Book Hour for children 2-5, Wed., Feb. 12 and every Wednes-

day, Library, 11:00 a.m.
PTA International Dinner, PS/IS 217, Wed., Feb. 12, 6:00 p.m.  Call

1-212-588-0388 or 1-212-223-1975 for information.

– Future Events –
Book Discussion – Eight Men by Richard Wright, Library.  Thur., Feb.

20, 6:30 p.m.  Pre-registration no
longer required; book available at
the Library.

The Main Street WIRE – next
scheduled issue, Sat., Feb. 22.
Deadlines:  Advertising in the pa-
per, Fri., Feb 14; decision on stuffers
for The Bag, Mon., Feb 17; bag ma-
terials due Thur., Feb. 20.  Future
issues:  Mar. 8, 22; Apr. 12, 26; May 17, 31; June 14, 28; July 26; Au-
gust 23; September 6, 20; October 11, 25; November 8, 22 (Thanksgiving
issue); December 13 (holiday issue).  Phone/fax for news,
1-212-826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for display and classified adver-
tising placement and information, 1-212-751-8214/755-2540. To list
your organization’s Island events here, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the
desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone number for follow-up.

Toastmasters public speaking group.  Visitors welcome.  Information:
1-212-759-0396.  Mon., Feb. 24, 8:00 p.m.

Roosevelt Island Committee of Community Board 8 meeting, Island
House Community Room, Tues., Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m.  Topics on the agenda
include air quality and public safety.

Our Lives – Roosevelt Islanders Reminisce, Gra-
ham Cannon,  Gallery RIVAA, Sun., Mar. 2, 4:00 p.m.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., Mar. 5, 8:00
p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd.  Open to the pub-
lic; public comments invited near start of meeting.

Toastmasters public speaking group.  Visitors wel-
come.  Information:  1-212-759-0396.  Mon., Mar. 10,
8:00 p.m.

PTA Book Fair., Sat., Mar. 15, details to be an-
nounced.

Book Discussion – A House for Mr. Biswas, by V.S. Naipaul, Library.
Thur., Mar. 20, 6:30 p.m.  Pre-registration no longer required; book avail-
able at the Library.

RIRA Auction Fund-Raiser, the Senior Center, Sat., Mar. 22, 7:30 p.m.
(Donations of goods and services being sought; call 1-212-644-2142.)

Toastmasters public speaking group.  Visitors welcome.  Information:
1-212-759-0396.  Mon., Mar. 24, 8:00 p.m.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., Apr. 2, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.  Open to the public; public comments invited near start
of meeting.

Book Discussion – Selected Poetry, various poets.  Thur., Apr. 17,
6:30 p.m.  Pre-registration no longer required; book available at the Li-
brary.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., May 7, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.  Open to the public; public comments invited near start
of meeting.

Book Discussion – The Silent Cry, by Kenzaburo Oe, Library.  Thur.,
May 15, 6:30 p.m.  Pre-registration no longer required; book available at
the Library.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., June 4, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.  Open to the public; public comments invited near
start of meeting.

Allen

The
RIRA
Column

Matthew Katz
Residents Association President

e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

Cannon

Editor’s note:  The President of RIOC has a standing
invitation to provide a companion RIOC President’s Column
for publication in The WIRE.

The second meeting on public safety to be con-
vened by Representative Carolyn Maloney took place
here on January 24, too late for a report to appear in
the last Main Street WIRE.  You may recall my report
on the first meeting in October that appeared in the
November 9 issue.

The Roosevelt Island Safety Kommittee (RISK), rep-
resenting the various Island building committees and
the Residents Association and under the leadership
of Byron Gaspard and Nellie Velez, put together an
audience of concerned residents.  The panel again
included Ms. Maloney and her Director of Constitu-
ent Services, Jessica Fox; representatives of
Assemblymember Grannis; the 114th Precinct com-
mander; and the offices of the Attorney General, the
Manhattan District Attorney, RIHMC, NYCHA,
DHCR, and HUD.  Joining them were RIOC President
Robert Ryan, and Public Safety Chief James Fry.

Maloney had requested a “wish list” of resident
concerns regarding the policing of Roosevelt Island,
and the RISK group (not to be confused with an ear-
lier community group with a similar acronym) had com-
plied.  We asked that a new CPOP
(community patrol) officer be as-
signed from the 114th Precinct, and
the commander, Deputy Inspector
Barrere, said that had been accom-
plished.  Police Officer Tom Liuzzo
is that CPOP officer and his name
was given to the RIRA Common
Council at their December 4 meet-
ing.  Officer Liuzzo started his tour
as the “Sector Robert” (Roosevelt
Island) CPOP officer last Tuesday,
and was good enough to visit with me at home to
discuss Island policing issues.  I suggested that he
introduce himself to the residents at the Farmer’s Mar-
ket if he is patrolling on Saturdays.  I hope you will
make him welcome when you meet him on Main Street.
Inspector Barrere announced the new, City-wide Qual-
ity of Life hotline telephone number, 311, which is
now in operation, replacing the old eleven-digit num-
ber.

The bulk of residents’ concern was with RIOC’s Pub-
lic Safety Department, although it seemed that the pub-
lic officials present were intent on discussing NYPD
issues.  We requested the specifics of the Public Safety
officers’ duties beyond “providing a safe environment
and enforcing New York City law,” Chief Fry’s only
response to that question.  Only when we understand
the details of their responsibilities
can we measure their success or
failure and hold them accountable.
This is a reasonable request, given
that we pay their salaries through
the fees for service paid by the
housing companies and derived
from our rent or maintenance pay-
ments.  Residents stated that it was
imperative that Public Safety, as well
as the NYPD, make more and better
information available to the commu-
nity through its elected representa-
tives (me) and through the news-
paper.

Two years ago, the RIOC Board
created a Public Safety advisory
committee.  In the intervening years,
this group, composed of housing
managers, resident RIOC Board
members, and a community rep from
RIRA, set itself one project: to con-
duct a survey of residents’ impres-
sions of Public Safety service.  This task was never
completed and I’ve commented on this lapse in these
pages.  RISK believes that the project should be re-
vised and completed or officially dropped rather than
being left in limbo.  The committee chair, Dr. Joan
Dawson, delegated the job to the resident members of
the committee a year ago, but the ultimate responsi-
bility is still that of the committee chair and the RIOC
Board.  At Thursday’s RIOC Board meeting she again
passed the buck to her subordinate members.  The
expression “fish or cut bait” comes to mind.

Our public servants had issues as well.  President
Ryan discussed the rampant rumor-mongering so typi-
cal of small towns, especially when hard information
is withheld or hard to come by.  He mentioned stories
about fraternization by Public Safety officers with mem-
bers of the opposite sex and with drug dealers and
requested that specific information be turned over to
the appropriate authorities for action if it exists.  He
said that phone numbers for those authorities (State
Attorney General’s Office, Manhattan DA) would be
posted in the Public Safety Office.  Ryan’s right.  If
these egregious conditions exist, we should put up or
shut up.

As I understand the agreements, all of Northtown is
entitled to “vertical patrols,” that is, patrolling of the
building halls and public spaces, by Public Safety.  I

mentioned to RIHMC General Manager, Doryne Isley,
that I had never seen an officer above the lobby floor
in Westview.  She assured me that vertical patrols take
place in Eastwood, Island House, and Westview.  Once
upon a time, these patrols were monitored with secu-
rity key systems, whereby the officers were required
to punch in at designated stops in every building.
Those no longer exist; perhaps they should.

There were many other items on the wish list, but
the bottom line was better communications and better
public relations.  At the end of the meeting I sought
out Jim Fry to attempt to set up a meeting between the
two of us.  He noted, heatedly, that I had not sought
such a meeting since my election two years ago.  I
pled guilty as charged, with the explanation that I take
all my RIOC concerns, including Public Safety, to the
RIOC president, Rob Ryan, as the arbiter and deci-
sion-maker for the Corporation.  I delegate the day-to-
day concerns with street incidents to the RIRA Public
Safety Committee.  I suggested that the Maloney meet-
ing might be a good foundation on which to base
some talks between us.  Fry said he was in his office

daily and turned his back on me.
While I had not contacted Mr.

Fry, neither had he picked up a
phone to call me, and the phones
work both ways.  Perhaps I should
have sought out his input some time
over the last two years.  However,
you elected me to represent this
community and Fry is a public ser-
vant serving this community.  If he
had or has concerns regarding his
department’s uneasy role in this

community, he needs to make it his business to seek
me out, as well as other community leaders.  Jim, the
ball is in your court.

When I confronted him again, I said that the people
of this community have a terrible impression of Public
Safety, and that we could address these PR problems
with better communication.  Fry said that he was “not
in the public relations business” and again rebuffed
me.  Many of my neighbors have considered Mr. Fry
part of the problem and not part of the solution.  They
may be right.

As you know, I support this newspaper with this
column and with my labor as one of an army of resi-
dents who aid in its distribution.  We are fortunate to
have a record of Island events and to have it made
accessible, free of charge, at every apartment door, at

every shop, and at every Island in-
stitution.  But there are those on
Roosevelt Island who react badly
to criticism.  It has come to my at-
tention that Manhattan Park will no
longer allow The Main Street WIRE
to be distributed to apartment doors.
The reason Manhattan Park man-
agement has given for interdicting
free expression and the First
Amendment is a letter from an
anonymous Manhattan Park ten-
ant, printed in the January 11 WIRE,
that castigated Manhattan Park for
questionable rental practices.

And make no mistake; if the New
York newspapers can be dumped
in front of residents’ doors in Man-
hattan Park and the WIRE can’t, it
is a violation of Constitutional guar-
antees.  That The WIRE is distrib-
uted free of charge does not make
it any less of a legitimate medium of

free speech.  The WIRE is not an advertising circular,
to be stacked in the mailroom.  The cost of producing
The Main Street WIRE is covered only by advertis-
ing, with the promise to advertisers that the paper
reaches every residential door on the Island.  If Man-
hattan Park is permitted to prevent door-drop distri-
bution, our hometown paper may be forced to cease
publication.  No editor is obliged to print disclaimers
for letters printed in a newspaper; editorial opinion is
identified as such and the difference is clear.

This is a disgrace and every resident of the Island,
not just Manhattan Parkers, should telephone Gen-
eral Manager Sandra Holden at 759-8660 and demand
resumption of permission to distribute.  For too long,
Manhattan Park has held itself apart from the rest of
the Roosevelt Island community with both the tacit
and overt compliance of its housing management.
This incident is just one more example, and the mes-
sage it sends for the coming residents of Southtown
(and, possibly, the Octagon) is disheartening.  Our
Island community is too small for us to allow “divide
and conquer” tactics to be countenanced.  When will
this crap stop?

WIRE editor Dick Lutz was asked by a RIOC Board
member to make a statement at Thursday’s Board meet-
ing.  When he finished Board Member John Mannix
said, “You know, Dick, he who lives by the sword,
dies by the sword,” a smug reflection on the The WIRE’s
often critical coverage of RIOC and its Board.  Wrong,
Mr. Mannix.  Dick Lutz is a journalist and lives by the
pen, not the sword.  You should know better.
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BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
Serving Island residents for over 20 years

200 West 57th Street
1-212-757-2285

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,
COURTEOUS

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine

To Serve You Better
Your Neighborhood Cleaners

We Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert Tailor
on Premises

571 Main St.
1-212-758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers, ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9
Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 24 years
501 Main Street • 1-212-752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
MetLife, Cigna, Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 1-212-753-5505

Have a happy and
healthy school year

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

1-1-1-1-1-

Island PhotographyIsland PhotographyIsland PhotographyIsland PhotographyIsland Photography
by Selwyn Fundby Selwyn Fundby Selwyn Fundby Selwyn Fundby Selwyn Fund

Offering family & individual portraitsOffering family & individual portraitsOffering family & individual portraitsOffering family & individual portraitsOffering family & individual portraits

VVVVValentine Special for loalentine Special for loalentine Special for loalentine Special for loalentine Special for lovvvvvers of all agesers of all agesers of all agesers of all agesers of all ages
Island Studio Sitting – $99Island Studio Sitting – $99Island Studio Sitting – $99Island Studio Sitting – $99Island Studio Sitting – $99 (normally $150)

Includes proofs and one 8x10Includes proofs and one 8x10Includes proofs and one 8x10Includes proofs and one 8x10Includes proofs and one 8x10

Call for appointment or information – 1-212-980-83771-212-980-83771-212-980-83771-212-980-83771-212-980-8377
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1-212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Wraps!
If you haven’t tried the Trellis

turkey wrap, you’re missing a treat.
Not only does it hit the spot, but it

can help you stay with that weight-
loss program.  Of course, we have a
veggie wrap, too, and other wraps

that will fit into your day like a lazy
minute.

Come on in!
See you at Trellis...

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street • Phone 1-212-643-3900  Fax 1-212-588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Free checking • Competitive interest on savings accounts
Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Announcing...

Saturday Hours
That’s right.  We’ve been listening to what the Roosevelt Island community has to
say about its needs in financial services, so we’re adding Saturday morning hours

while keeping the rest of our schedule intact.  Now, the Better Way to Bank isn’t a
bank at all.  It’s your neighborhood Credit Union.

Montauk Hours
Monday-Wednesday & Friday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs

Thursday
Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m.

Doors open until 7:30
Saturday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
ATM 24/7 • NYCE affiliate

License #730671
Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service
Est. 1961 CHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TVCHRIS TV

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

1-718-392-7444
Free Estimates in Shop

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repair
In-Home Service

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106

JOLSONS
WINES & LIQUORS

22-24 31st STREET
ASTORIA, NY 11105

Telephone 1-718-728-2020
Fax 1-718-956-8910

(Last stop on the “N” train)

FINE IMPORTED
AND DOMESTIC WINES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

VISIT OUR TEMPERATURE-CONTROLLED FINE WINE CELLAR

We specialize in
• Holiday Gif• Holiday Gif• Holiday Gif• Holiday Gif• Holiday Gift Basketst Basketst Basketst Basketst Baskets

• Corporate Gif• Corporate Gif• Corporate Gif• Corporate Gif• Corporate Giftststststs
• W• W• W• W• Weddings and Bridal Showers Caterededdings and Bridal Showers Caterededdings and Bridal Showers Caterededdings and Bridal Showers Caterededdings and Bridal Showers Catered

• P• P• P• P• Private Private Private Private Private Parties Cateredarties Cateredarties Cateredarties Cateredarties Catered
• Bartending Services• Bartending Services• Bartending Services• Bartending Services• Bartending Services

GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE
FREE DELIVERY TO ROOSEVELT ISLAND
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CONTACT US ON THE INTERNET – jolsonwines@yahoo.com
or WINEDETECTIVE@HOTMAIL.COM

We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.  We will
make sure your pet is safe and
happy in his or her own home.  Will
also help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references.  Call us at
1-212-751-8214.

VACATION
in

PEACE



Over a Critical Letter Published January 11, The WIRE and Manhatt

The original letter, to which Manhattan Park took offense
(see letter above from Sandra Holden) appeared four
weeks ago.  It is reprinted here so that readers will have
the background of the current controversy.

To Manhattan Park Residents:
If your lease was renewed in the past half-year without a

reduced rental rate, this letter is intended for you.
The rent of free-market apartments in Manhattan has been

going down steeply over the past year.  The same is true for
Manhattan Park, which advertised a “two months free rent”
deal on one- and two-bedroom apartments for several months
(i.e., May-July) in The New York Times.

The ads suggest that if we vacate our apartments, Man-
hattan Park would lease them to the new tenants at a reduc-
tion of 17% from what we have paid.  On the other hand, if
we renew, I believe Manhattan Park should treat us equally
to the new tenants and reduce the rent we pay by at least
17%.

Since the landlord is only profiting by keeping the exist-
ing tenants, I believe it is customary to offer to these ten-
ants an “insiders” rate, lower than the free-market value.
Accordingly, the “lease renewal form” contains two options:
An “insider” rent rate lower than the advertised rate and
offered provided the tenant signs within three weeks, and
an “outsider” rate, the advertised rate offered to new ten-
ants if the tenant hesitates and signs after the three-week
period.

The rent rate offered to existing tenants in the “lease re-
newal form” was not reduced to the advertised rate.  In-
stead, it was increased in both categories.  Based on my
experience, I believe both the “insider” and “outsider” rents
offered to existing tenants for identical apartments were
higher by several hundred dollars than that offered to pro-
spective new tenants.  In short, the landlord is taking ad-
vantage of the reluctance of existing tenants to pack, un-
pack, and pay moving expenses, and is thereby extracting
from existing tenants a rent higher than the advertised rate.

The landlord is relying on the fact that each individual
tenant is unlikely to take legal action.  Legal fees would
exceed the refunded rent.  But if we unite, individual legal

Letter to The WIRE from Sandra Holden,
General Manager of Manhattan Park

The following letter was received after The WIRE con-
tacted Manhattan Park asking why door-drop delivery of
The WIRE had been banned.

[To:]  The Main Street WIRE:
Manhattan Park has for many years been supportive of

The Main Street WIRE.  Therefore, it was with great dismay
that I read the January 28, 2003 column entitled Manhattan
Park Bans WIRE Distribution” [on Website NYC10044].
This column continues what is becoming a disturbing pat-
tern by The Main Street WIRE of printing unsubstantiated
materials injurious to Manhattan Park and its business repu-
tation.

On January 24, 2003 [sic], The WIRE printed a letter en-
titled To Manhattan Park Residents signed by an unnamed
Tenant in Manhattan Park.  This letter was riddled with
inaccuracies, and contained statements which were likely to
be injurious to Manhattan Park’s business reputation.

The Main Street WIRE subsequently stated that it com-
municated numerous revisions to the writer of the letter, and
hence had a hand in the final printed version.  Nevertheless,
The Main Street WIRE never once bothered to verify any of
the “facts” set forth in the letter with Manhattan Park man-
agement, nor did it provide Manhattan Park with an oppor-
tunity to provide its version of the story.

The Main Street WIRE has now belatedly offered Man-
hattan Park an opportunity to respond, but it is virtually
impossible to undo the damage to one’s business caused
by inaccurate statements in the news media.  The January
24th [sic] edition of The WIRE also contained no disclaimer
that it did not represent The Main Street WIRE’s opinion
(which is standard journalistic practice), and for all intents
and purposes the way the letter was printed gave the im-
pression that it was from The Main Street WIRE.  Quite
frankly, Manhattan Park is shocked that such a “letter” would
be printed without ever bothering to speak to anyone in our
office.

Your January 28th follow-up article now conveys the im-
pression that Manhattan Park is trampling on The Main
Street WIRE’s first amendment rights.  This is simply not
true.  The Main Street WIRE remains free to distribute its
publication in the lobby area of any Manhattan Park build-
ing, which is where all non-subscription publications and
materials are placed at Manhattan Park.

It is my sincere hope that The Main Street WIRE will, in
the future, check its facts before allowing its pages to be
used in a manner than can cause harm to an individual or
entity.

Sandra Holden
General Manager, Manhattan Park

Letter from The WIRE Responding to
Sandra Holden, Manhattan Park

The following letter was sent to the General Manager of
Manhattan Park in response to her letter (at left).

Dear Ms. Holden:
I am pleased to respond to your letter dated January 30,

for which I thank you.
Indeed, Manhattan Park has been supportive of The WIRE,

and thanks are due you and your colleagues for that sup-
port, which benefits the entire community by insuring the
continued service of its community newspaper.  That said, I
have to note that your letter does not deny that your action
in terminating The WIRE’s ability to distribute to its sub-
scribers (all Roosevelt Island residents are subscribers; all
are free to ignore the newspaper) was retribution for The
WIRE’s operating normally and, thereby, failing to give Man-
hattan Park some special treatment.

It is not The WIRE’s custom to verify the “factual” basis of
the opinions of those whose letters it prints in its Letters
section.  The letter in question (published January 11, not
January 24) recounted a resident’s personal experiences and
her perspective on those experiences.  It would be inappro-
priate to ask someone in the Manhattan Park office to verify
the accuracy of her perceptions.  On the other hand, as I
have stated, it is The WIRE’s necessary custom to remove
libel from such letters, as well as to refuse to print random
charges not supported by the allegations of fact in a letter.
Hence, the revisions of the letter that were insisted upon, by
The WIRE, before publication.  Apart from these, The WIRE’s
assistance was limited to the minor corrections of spelling
and grammar provided for all who submit letters.  The WIRE
had no “hand” in creating the letter-writer’s impressions of
Manhattan Park’s practices.

I should note that your suggestion that it is “standard
journalistic practice” to print a disclaimer with letters from
readers is incorrect.  Check any letters section of The New
York Times, for example.  A disclaimer is unnecessary, be-
cause it is self-evident that letters are letters and not the
opinion of the publication.

Neither is it The WIRE’s custom to provide everyone men-
tioned in a letter with an opportunity to respond in the same
issue.  Such a practice would lead to an infinite loop of
activity.  The next edition of the newspaper is generally ad-
equate, as it would have been in this case had you chosen
that option.  Instead, you chose to censor the letter-writer
by de-distributing the issue, and to punish the messenger
by restricting The WIRE’s distribution rights.  If you will
review past issues of the newspaper (available on-line at
www.nyc10044.com), you will find that a lively dialogue is of-
ten carried on from issue to issue as one letter-writer re-
sponds to another’s comments.  It’s free speech, and the
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Does the owner of an
have a right to censor a fre

by stopping building
Over the past two weeks, that question has been at the he

Park management:   On January 10, when a resident’s le
peared in that weekend’s issue of The WIRE, building perso
of apartments in the buildings after it had already been do
including schoolchildren earning community-service credits
the custom for six years.

While Manhattan Park offered the alternative of leaving
method of distribution would make mass censorship very ea
boxes discarded.  Given Manhattan Park’s recent actions
distribution.

That method of distribution would also jeopardize The WI
per – a critically important source of financial support.

The question has both legal and moral dimensions.  Le
unfortunately, that one General Manager can effectively ac
It may also have legal dimensions rooted in the First Amen

Door-drop distribution to every residential door on Roose
ers, who have known they can reach every apartment th
guarantee may cause loss of advertising, a return to red in

In short, Manhattan Park is demanding not only the right 
in effect, the power of life or death over the community’s ne

On these pages are the root of the controversy – the o
General Manager of Manhattan Park and the Managing Edit
the crisis on Website NYC10044 www.nyc10044.com.

There is a related editorial on page 2.

refreshing banter of a democracy.
“Distribution,” incidentally, is to the apartment door for any

newspaper.  The WIRE is not advertising material to be placed
among menus, car service solicitations, and other purely com-
mercial expressions.  It is journalism, protected by the First
Amendment.  The headline on the Website NYC10044 article,
Manhattan Park Bans WIRE Distribution, is accurate.  Head-
lines never tell the whole story, and the specific “door-drop”
reference was included in the first paragraph (the sixth word,
in fact) of both the e-mail bulletin and the linked report.  To
repeat:  Relegation to the shelf with advertising materials is
not “distribution.”  The headline was accurate.

But back to your options:  There is no rational reason why
you should assume that The WIRE’s Letters column would
be closed to you.  It is not, and your suggestion that The
WIRE is now “belatedly” offering Manhattan Park an oppor-
tunity to respond is simply inaccurate.  The Letters column
remains open to all at all times (subject to limitations of good
taste, libel law, and space) and your timely response would

costs will be lower.
The “lease renewal form” I received from the Director of

Leasing notified me of an increase of the rent by $110 (“in-
sider” rate) or by $400 (“outsider” rate) above the current
rate.  A quick survey showed that the rent offered to new
tenants for an apartment identical to mine was lower by $300
or $500 from either rate offered to me.  It was also lower for
apartments better than mine.  For example, the rent of new
tenants for an apartment in my building that is identical to
mine in size but better-situated on a higher floor, and with a
Manhattan view (mine is a courtyard), was lower by $155
than the rent offered to me for an inferior apartment.

When I asked to pay the same rate as the new tenants, the
Director of Leasing wrote:  “If you would like to move to
something less expensive, I will be happy to show you.  Your
unit is priced at higher rent because you are tree-top level
and your placement is more desirable.”  But my apartment is
five flights below tree-top level.

There are several lawful venues available to us to per-
suade the landlord to reduce our rent retroactively to the
current free-market value.  If you would like to join forces for
the purpose of keeping the extra rent in your pocket, please
call/leave a message at (917) 929-6054.

A Tenant in Manhattan Park

The Manhattan Park tenant who wrote the letter that
touched off Manhattan Park’s ban on door-drop distribu-
tion by The WIRE read exchanges of correspondence on
the matter on Website NYC10044, and provided this ad-
ditional comment by e-mail.

To the Editor:
As the Manhattan Park tenant who wrote the letter that

was  published in the January 11 issue of The WIRE I would
like  to make a few comments in response to the January 30
letter from the General Manager of Manhattan Park, Ms.

A Reprint:  The original letter that offended Manhattan Park...

... and a reaction to the
controversy from its writer

Sandra  Holden [as published on Website NYC10044], spe-
cifically about her following two statements:

1.  “On January 24, The WIRE printed a letter... and ... for
all intents and purposes the way the letter was printed gave
the impression that it was from The Main Street WIRE.”

2.  “This letter was riddled with inaccuracies, and con-
tained  statements which were likely to be injurious to Man-
hattan Park’s business reputation. ... The WIRE has now
belatedly offered Manhattan Park an opportunity to re-
spond.”

First, my letter was published January 11, not in the Janu-
ary 25 issue; it was printed with a letter by Torres on page 2
in the Letters section.  Given the clear layout/content  of
page 2, including the deadline for letters and the Letters
Policy, the question is:  How could an individual who trum-
pets “facts,” “honest,” “fairness,” etc., claim that “for all
intents and purposes the way the letter was printed  gave
the impression that it was from The Main Street WIRE?”

Second, it is never too late to expose the truth and defend
“Manhattan Park’s business reputation.”  Thus far the facts
show that Ms. Holden arbitrarily, as of January 11, launched
a strike against The WIRE, attempting, apart from censor-
ship of my letter, also to punish and financially damage The
WIRE.

The onus is on Ms. Holden to rebut the “inaccuracies” in
my letter. Thus far she did not deliver even one shred of
evidence to protect the “business reputation.”

The basic observation of my letter was that the rents of-
fered for identical apartments to existing tenants were  higher
by several hundred dollars than the rent offered by the land-
lord to prospective new tenants.

For a start, does Ms. Holden deny that Manhattan Park
advertised in The New York Times in May through July 7,
2002, offering “2 MONTHS FREE RENT” on “1 & 2 BRS?”

Next, did Manhattan Park make the same offer during the
months May-July 2002 in the lease renewal given to any of
the existing tenants?  I never received such an offer when
my lease was renewed.

If such an offer was made, please provide the facts, i.e.,
list apartment numbers and addresses.

A Tenant in Manhattan Park



To the Editor:
To presuppose that Sandy Holden’s sole motivation in

banning distribution of The WIRE in our buildings is cen-
sorship is unfair and, without some supporting documenta-
tion, should not have been published [on Website
NYC10044].  It was handled as if it were nothing more than
gossip.

That much said and, as a Manhattan Park resident, my
respect for Sandy Holden notwithstanding, it is hard to un-
derstand why an institution as unique and valuable as The
WIRE would be banned from distribution.  The service it
provides, beyond the great value of information and ads
that all of us can use, is inestimable.  In this beautiful com-
plex, so rich with people from around the world who are in
New York for periods that are often far too brief, The WIRE
provides outreach to newcomers, strangers, and the unfa-
miliar that is unobtainable from any other source.  The WIRE
democratically reaches all of us and makes us feel part of a
greater Roosevelt Island community, an outreach that is
sorely lacking in any other way.

Agree with the editorial policy or not, The WIRE provides
a quality of journalism far, far in excess of what a community
with so few people would receive.  Free!  The commitment of
the volunteers who write for and distribute the publication
is astonishing in a city where we all work far too many hours
and have precious little leisure time to spare.  Making The
WIRE less accessible is a disservice to, not just the editorial

To Grenadier Realty:
I am a Roosevelt Island resident who enjoys and appreci-

ates The Main Street WIRE for the articles that concern Is-
land residents.  Therefore, it is very disturbing to find that a
simple letter from a tenant, who is expressing her opinion by
criticizing Manhattan Park management, can cause you to
make the decision to ban the newspaper from door-drop
distribution.  Just because the article is not to the liking of
Manhattan Park management gives you no right to punish
the newspaper.

The WIRE is offering the opportunity for management to
reply if they wish to clarify any misunderstandings or wrong
information.  Instead, management takes this censorship-
like approach in order to make the threatening comments
disappear.  This makes me believe the tenant’s letter was
right on the money.

If you believe you are right and you have something to
say about it, I urge you to send your reply to The WIRE so it
can be published and read by all Roosevelt Island residents.
Do not ban door-drop distribution.

Thank you for your cooperation.
Gustavo Alori

To Sandra Holden, Manhattan Park (copy to The WIRE):
My family resides at 40 River Road.  We like the quality of

life on Roosevelt Island, its tranquility and green spaces,
and sports facilities, despite the fact that many goods and
services provided do not always have the quality we would
prefer.

One of the points that make Roosevelt Island unique is its
own little newspaper.  It is the only regular source of infor-
mation about the Island that Islanders have.  I am not aware
of any other biweekly newsletter on the Island, or anything
the buildings put out to regularly update their residents.
Therefore, The Main Street WIRE is highly valuable to us
residents.  So valuable, in fact, that it is a selling point of its
own when we advertise Island life to our friends.

It should therefore be in your own interest to keep this
newspaper alive.  It is a unique aspect of our life.  Does the
Upper East Side, or Astoria, have a WIRE?  Not that we know
of.  The WIRE is a treasure of our Island, and also remedy for
the fact that our Island is often overlooked by larger publi-
cations.

My family might not necessarily agree with the articles
that appear in the paper, nor with the opinions expressed by
its readers.  Thus, we are in the same boat with you on this.
In fact, we might even disagree with most opinions voiced.
Nonetheless, one has to appreciate that they are an expres-
sion of the diversity of our Island.

We have recently learned that non-distribution of the pa-
per to every Island household puts its economic viability at
peril.  A discontinued distribution to our residents would be
a huge loss for everybody on the Island, including yourself.
Non-distribution in Manhattan Park alone would isolate
Manhattan Park further from the other buildings on the Is-
land.  We should try everything to avoid this outcome.

You might not agree with the opinion, about Manhattan
Park management, of the letter writer in the January 11 WIRE.
Don’t take it personally.  It was the expression of free speech
of one individual.  You should respond with the same means.
If you feel personally offended, write a letter to the editor.  If
your company was depicted in a bad light, respond to the
WIRE on company stationery.  But don’t shoot the messen-
ger by banning the paper.

My family urges you to revise your decision against fu-
ture door-to-door distribution of The WIRE.  Losing The
WIRE would be a disservice to the Island, its residents, and
to your tenants.  We need better services on Roosevelt Is-
land, not fewer or worse ones.

Just for the record, my family has no affiliation with The
WIRE, its editor, any of its staff, or the individual who wrote
the letter you considered offensive.

We are looking forward to your response.
Jan Buenner & Family
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As for “statements likely to be injurious to Manhattan

Park’s business reputation,” The WIRE’s readers deserve
this much respect:  They are intelligent enough to see that
the letter was from one individual and not from The WIRE,
and intelligent enough to know that the opinions expressed
might not be 100% valid, especially given that they recount
personal experiences and could therefore easily be self-serv-
ing.  Any supposed “injury” would easily be eliminated by a
response from you in the next issue, and beyond that, you
might have gained greatly by issuing a clear statement about
your rental pricing practices.  Unfortunately, you chose in-
stead to suggest that the letter-writer actually has a point,
by having the January 11 issue removed from apartment
doors as though you feared having the information reach
your tenants – and then, on the occasion of the next issue
two weeks later, to punish The WIRE for allowing the resi-
dent to express her opinion.  Such actions, in themselves,
are far more likely to be “injurious” to Manhattan Park’s
business reputation than any tenant letter.

A serious problem with your suggestion that The WIRE
be placed in boxes in building mail rooms (apart from the fact
that newspapers aren’t delivered that way) is that it sets up
a situation in which you can censor The WIRE by simply
ordering that the boxes be removed from the mail rooms.
You can therefore understand why this is not an acceptable
method of “distribution,” and why your tenants and others
are contacting you to urge that you change your position.

Now that you understand, hopefully, that there is no “dis-
turbing pattern,” but merely good, solid publishing practice, I,
too, urge that you reconsider your action.  Either way, you
have made news and called considerable additional attention
to what was, until you acted, a minor set of complaints from one
of your residents exercising her right to speak out.

I’ll print your letter in the February 8 WIRE, along with this
response, many other letters received from your tenants,
and those from other residents of Roosevelt Island.

Thank you for writing and providing your view of the
situation.  I hope this response clarifies WIRE policies.  Again,
as I suggested in my letter last Sunday night, I am available
to discuss this matter with you, and I can be reached at
1-212-826-9055.

Dick Lutz
Managing Editor

...And Islanders react by e-mail to Website NYC10044 coverage of the controversy

Over the past 10 days, residents who were informed of developments through The WIRE’s e-mail bulletin service,
offered on Website NYC10044, have responded to the controversy with e-mails and calls.  Here, we can print only
a sampling of the many received.  (If you would like to receive the e-mail bulletins, issued only on important news
between issues of The WIRE, send an e-mail to Editor@MainStreetWIRE.com with the subject “Add Me.”)

See Letters, next page

WIRE managing editor Dick Lutz was asked to brief the Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating
Corporation Thursday, January 30.  This is a transcript of his remarks, followed by comments of members of the
RIOC Board

Remarks Before the RIOC Board by the Managing Editor of The WIRE, and Reaction

America is the land of free speech,
free press, and free expression.  We
trumpet that message around the world,
but last week at Manhattan Park, where
so many representatives of foreign
governments live, Roosevelt Island
proved it to be untrue.

On January 10, when The Main Street
WIRE published a letter from a Man-
hattan Park resident complaining about
rental pricing practices there, building
personnel were ordered to de-distrib-
ute The WIRE by removing it from resi-
dents’ doors where it had already been
distributed.

On January 24, with no prior notice,
Manhattan Park stopped volunteers
starting a door-drop distribution of The
WIRE, and told them it would no longer
be allowed.

Communication with Sandra Holden,
the manager of the buildings, has been
difficult, but this morning she said that
The WIRE would be allowed to distrib-
ute only to subscribers – that is, to a
list of names and apartments where the
residents had specifically requested
delivery, or that it could be “distrib-
uted” by leaving a box of newspapers
in each mail room.  In that call, she nei-
ther confirmed nor denied the assess-
ment, compelled by her timing, that her
action is an act of retaliation and cen-

sorship for publishing a critical letter.
There are severe practical problems

with either method she would allow –
boxes in the mail rooms, or a subscriber
list.  One is that any future effort to pre-
vent Manhattan Park residents from ex-
pressing themselves through The
WIRE, or reading The WIRE, could eas-
ily be carried out by Manhattan Park
management just by removing and dis-
carding the boxes of newspapers.  An-
other is that advertising inserts, on
which The WIRE depends, would
quickly become litter in the mail rooms.
And asking volunteers, some of whom
are children, to abide by a restrictive
list of subscribers, is impractical.  Un-
der either plan, The WIRE could no
longer promise advertisers delivery to
every residential door on the Island, and
it is possible that advertising revenue
would drop to a point that would put
The WIRE out of business.

Although a pro bono attorney is re-
searching this matter currently, it is at
least possible that legal hairsplitting
would misclassify The WIRE as an ad-
vertising flyer, a pennysaver or shop-
per, merely because it is free.

But the fact is, The WIRE is, and al-
ways has been, a newspaper.  The fact
is that, for six years, it has been deliv-
ered to every residential door on the

Island.  The fact is that Manhattan
Park’s objection to door-drop delivery,
although raised and dropped once be-
fore, several years ago, remained dor-
mant until The WIRE published a
resident’s letter critical of Manhattan
Park management.

The WIRE supports the resident’s
right to speak and be heard.  The WIRE
supports the right of Manhattan Park
to respond in kind.  But Manhattan Park
appears to claim the right, instead, to
punish The WIRE for publishing the
resident’s views.

Hairsplitting about subscriber lists
and paid publications is an inappropri-
ate smokescreen.

The fact is that The WIRE is a unique
service, serving a unique and special
community.  It is journalism and free
speech.  Its future is now in doubt with-
out an ability to guarantee advertisers
delivery to every residential door, be-
cause that is one of the key elements
that changed The WIRE from a money-
losing financial cripple into a break-
even effort with the ability to pay good
reporters and even publish the occa-
sional extra.

One supporter – a Manhattan Park
resident – this week wrote, “Agree with
the editorial policy or not, The WIRE

See Statement, next page

residents on the controversy.  It reads, in part, “the Common
Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association con-
demns unequivocally any effort to censor the contents of
The Main Street WIRE, to restrict or lessen residents’ ac-
cess to the publication, to terminate door-drop privileges, or
in any other way damage this vital community resource.”

Early last week, the New York Civil Liberties Union agreed
to work on the legal dimensions of the case on behalf of The
WIRE, working with Island attorney Lew Perkiss, The WIRE’s
counsel.

At mid-day on Thursday, a Holden aide set up a meeting
between Holden and Lutz for Monday, though there was no
resolution of how the February 8 issue might be distributed
in River Road buildings.  Plans were being made to hand out
copies of the newspaper outside the buildings on Friday
night and Saturday morning as a way of getting the issue
into the hands of Manhattan Park residents.

Ban continued from page 1
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staff and writers of letters to the editor, but to all those fel-
low citizens in this complex who are touched by the commu-
nity in no way ever so generously as by The WIRE.

As a ten-year resident of a complex I consider the best
deal in town, I would ask Sandy and her supervisors to re-
consider, sit down with The WIRE and consider your mutual
grievances rationally.  This action holds the potential for
damage only.  There is nothing to be gained by those of us
who live here and no advantage to the buildings’ manage-
ment.

Dave Stone

Editor’s reponse:
Some supposition was initially necessary, since Holden

would be the only possible source of information about
her “sole” motivation and she was not responding to com-
munications from The WIRE seeking to discuss this mat-
ter.  Ultimately, her letter confirmed her motive.

To Sandra Holden, Manhattan Park:
I am a former 13-year resident of Manhattan Park.  I was

shocked to hear of your order to Manhattan Park staff to
remove an issue of The Main Street WIRE (January 11) from
your residents’ apartment doors, presumably because you
took offense at a letter to the editor discussing the writer’s
opinions of your complex’s rental habits.

The correct and appropriate response would have been to
write a rebuttal letter, not to take out your anger on your
tenants.  By not responding in writing with your own letter
in the following edition, you single-handedly solidified an
impression in the community that, indeed, Manhattan Park
not only actively attempts to separate itself from the rest of
the community, but your company, Grenadier, may fear
charges of unethical business practices.  I didn’t think that
the letter-writer was necessarily correct, but by acting as a
self-interested censor, you’ve sure given the letter-writer
credence.

Following the January 11 “pulling” of the newspapers,
your next response was truly out of proportion – issuing an
order to your doorkeepers to stop door-to-door distribution
of the January 25 issue.  By doing so, you have done a real
disservice to Manhattan Park tenants and you strongly sug-
gest that management would seek retribution against any
tenant who tries to speak his or her mind.  I don’t think this
was your intent, but it is what has been demonstrated so far.
What a shame.  None of this had to happen.  I hope it can be
undone.

Finally, as Distribution Manager for The WIRE in
Rivercross, Island House, Westview, and all of Manhattan
Park, I’d like to point out to you the huge volunteer effort
that goes into getting the paper ready for distribution.  Fol-
lowing the stuffing, bagging, and boxing of the newspaper,
there is another massive effort to make sure that there are
individuals, everyone of them a volunteer, who will walk
down every hall in every one of these buildings, to deliver
the paper to their neighbors – tedious and sometimes hard
work.  These folks serve the community reliably every two
weeks because they believe that we should all have access
to news and events of this Island.  Sandy, these are all very
dedicated volunteers to whom you have done a disservice.
You should be aware that some of the distributors are young
kids who are doing this for school “community involvement”
credits.  And, Sandy, I understand that your own daughter
has even helped one of my young volunteers in your build-
ing at 20 River Road.  Your daughter is a youngster now, but
what lesson do you really want to impart to her, as she grows
up, regarding freedom of speech and the fear of exercising
it?

Sherie Helstien

To the Editor:
Sandra Holden has every right, as we all do, to “retaliate”

to a critical letter in The WIRE, or anywhere else, with a letter
of her own.

What she does not have is the right to steal residents’
newspapers from their doors.

I think that a class action suit by the residents, asking for
a large sum to repay for the stolen January 11 issue, and for
the value of all copies no longer delivered, would be a valu-
able lesson to Ms. Holden, and would amount to a rent re-
duction.

Or maybe a rent strike would return The WIRE more quickly.
Frances Salten

To the Editor:
I read the letter in The WIRE [January 11] about the vary-

ing rental rates charged by Manhattan Park management
and thought it was very informative and educational.  I was
impressed that the writer had found out about those varia-
tions by reading the ads Manhattan Park management placed,
and comparing those rates with the rents being charged to
current tenants.  It was an excellent letter and, even though
I do not reside at Manhattan Park, I learned a lot from it.  The
WIRE did us all a service in publishing the letter.

And now I understand why Manhattan Park management
wants to suppress The WIRE:  Clearly, they do not want
their tenants to learn of the type of rate comparison that the
letter revealed.  Their suppression of The WIRE is in a way
an admission of their “guilt” and in fact underlines what the
writer of the letter reported – that the current tenants are
kept in the dark about the lower rents new tenants are charged
for the same apartments.

This is an issue that the tenants of Manhattan Park have
every right to know about.  If Manhattan Park management
are honest business people, when a current tenant wishes
to re-rent their apartment, they could work out a compro-
mise taking into account the current rental price.  As the

writer of the letter said, a tenant could always vacate their
apartment and then rent an apartment anew and thus rent at
the lower rate.  If Manhattan Park management wished to be
forthcoming and extend some good will to their current ten-
ants who wish to re-rent, they could work out a compromise
so the tenants would not have to vacate and rent anew in
order the get the lower rent.  This is the essence of the
matter:  Even though Manhattan Park management is in the
business of making money, they could give the current ten-
ants a break when they re-rent their apartments as a gesture
of good-will.  Instead they wish to keep the tenants in the
dark about the prices being charged now so that they can
continue to charge higher rents when tenants wish to re-
rent their apartments.

Nonetheless, it was just one letter in one issue of The
WIRE.  I think Manhattan Park should continue to allow The
WIRE to be distributed to every door in their complex.  The
notion of “subscribers” is preposterous; also, leaving it in a
box in the mailrooms would make it that much easier for
Manhattan Park management to suppress The WIRE should
they wish to.  The WIRE provides a vital community service,
and is an important link for every Roosevelt Island resident.
Not everyone is going to agree with every letter or article
published in The WIRE but that doesn’t mean The WIRE
should be forced out of business by someone or some group
that disagrees with a particular letter.

This should be brought to the attention of Manhattan
Park management:  Can they imagine what would happen if,
for example, the City of New York disagreed or was offended
by a critical article in the Daily News and decided it would
no longer permit distribution of that newpaper in NYC-
owned properties?  NYC would and probably could never
do that.  Even thinking of doing something like that smacks
of a dictatorship and suppression of free speech.

Someone must point these (I think, obvious) things out to
Manhattan Park management so they will see that their deci-
sion is wrong and will lead to antipathy from their tenants.
Manhattan Park management should permit distribution of
The WIRE to every resident of Manhattan Park as before.

I hope Manhattan Park management comes to their senses
on this issue as soon as possible.

Helen Chirivas

Letters on the Conflict Over Door-Drop Delivery in Manhattan Park continued from previous page

Leo Kayser:  While The WIRE may not have always cast
me or the members of this Board or the administration in the
light we always would like to have been cast, I think that’s
not the issue.  My own opinion is that The WIRE is a first-
rate piece of journalism.

I have a personal bias for the idea of a local newspaper
that follows the community and keeps it informed.  I think
it’s an invaluable asset for the Island.  I think it would be an
absolute tragedy, and I mean that seriously, both figura-
tively and literally, if you were to lose The WIRE for eco-
nomic reasons, or for any other reason, for that matter.  I
think it’s a great added value to the quality of life to the
people of this community.

And if it generates debate and discussion, all the more
benefit that flows from it.  That’s what makes journalism
what it is.  And I might hasten to add for this country, the
thing that makes the United States a special place is the fact
that even when we disagree, or people take issue with us, on
a personal level or a policy level, nevertheless, the general
position of an American is to stand up to try to protect the
free flow of information, and speech, and press, and so forth. 
I just think it’s in the highest tradition of the country and
citizenship.

And that’s the reason I asked simply that the subject be
brought before the Board.  Not that, from a legal rights per-
spective there’s anything we can do, but I think that cer-
tainly to express the importance of protecting periodicals
and journalism...  it would be a terrible loss not to have that.

I think that Manhattan Park is within their legal right [in
barring door-drop distribution].

The real question is, is there any malice here from their
perspective, based upon content of what was published,
with respect to this letter that was critical of something that
went on at Manhattan Park, are they taking retribution there
or not?  ...  It may not be something that they should be
proud of, and to the extent you can raise this as a public
matter in a discussion before the community, there’s some-
thing called shame...

David Kraut:  I have written for The WIRE, probably as
much copy as anybody on this Island, under my own name
and some other names.  I anticipate, after I leave my involve-
ment with this organization, I’ll write for them again.  And if
there’s a problem with The WIRE’s viability based on the
actions of Manhattan Park, I personally will help or attempt
to help Mr. Lutz get his paper reinserted into that building,
with whatever prestige I have in this community.

Editor’s Statement to RIOC Board  continued from previous page

Reactions from RIOC Boardprovides a quality of journalism far, far in excess of what a
community with so few people would receive.  Free! The
commitment of its volunteers who write for and distribute
the publication is astonishing.  Making The WIRE less ac-
cessible is a disservice to” – and paraphrasing now – every
resident in Manhattan Park.

Actually, because of the economics, this decision may
make The WIRE inaccessible to the entire community.

However you may feel about The WIRE, it is part of this
community.

Whatever you may think of residents who comment or
complain, they are a part of this community, and they have a
right to be heard.

The WIRE supports that right in a way that rises above the
parchment upon which the First Amendment is written, and
makes it a real right that lives and breathes today in this very
special community.

This action by Manhattan Park has the practical effect of
denying free expression to the residents of Manhattan Park,
and may have the practical effect of causing suspension of
publication for economic reasons.  It is thus a threat to the
life and breath of free expression.  For The WIRE to survive,
and for residents’ rights to speak freely to remain intact, The
WIRE must have unencumbered distribution in Manhattan
Park as it does in every other building, present and future,
on Roosevelt Island.

RIRA Council Condemns
Manhattan Park Censorship

The Common Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents
Association passed the following resolution at its meet-
ing Wednesday evening.

Whereas The Main Street WIRE has, for 23 years, pro-
vided Roosevelt Island residents with their primary source
of news focused specifically on Roosevelt Island affairs,
and

Whereas The WIRE has, for the past six years, been deliv-
ered to every residential door on the Island, and

Whereas the General Manager of Manhattan Park has ad-
mittedly taken punitive action against The Main Street WIRE
for publishing a letter from a resident, by forbidding door-
to-door distribution of the newspaper in the buildings of
Manhattan Park, and

Whereas, door-drop delivery is a key element of The WIRE’s
dissemination of news and events to Island residents, and

Whereas, if such decision were not to be reversed, the
financial viability of The Main Street WIRE will be severely
compromised,

Now, therefore, the Common Council of the Roosevelt Is-
land Residents Association condemns unequivocally any
effort to censor the contents of The Main Street WIRE, to
restrict or lessen residents’ access to the publication, to
terminate door-drop privileges, or in any other way damage
this vital community resource.

Manhattan Park
Sandra Holden, General Manager
30 River Road
NYC10044

e-mail sholden@grcrealty.com
1-212-759-8660
fax 1-212-759-8669

The Main Street WIRE
Dick Lutz, Managing Editor
531 Main Street #413
NYC10044

e-mail editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
1-212-826-9055
fax 1-212-755-2540

Grenadier Realty
Jane Krieger, President
1230 Pennsylvania Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11239

e-mail jkrieger@grcrealty.com
1-718-642-8700
fax 1-718-642-2187

Contact Information

Follow Breaking News as It Happens Between WIREs
Sign Up for WIRE E-Mail Bulletins

Send an “Add Me” message to editor@MainStreetWIRE.com
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Deputy Inspector David Barrere, the commander
of the New York Police Department’s 114th Pre-
cinct, wants Roosevelt Islanders to stop thinking
in terms of codes – zip and area codes – when it
comes to police protection.

The Island is geographically part of the 19th Pre-
cinct in Manhattan, but police coverage is provided
by the 114th, which is headquartered on Astoria
Boulevard in Queens.  Some residents, including
Deirdre Breslin, an Island resident and Community
Board 8 member, have said this is a problem be-
cause the 114th’s arrests are processed in New York
County.

The implication is that the arrangement is a dis-
incentive for the Queens-based force because it
does not receive “credit” for its arrests here.  Seri-
ous crimes become part of
the department’s CompStat
reports for the Upper East
Side precinct.

Barrere tried to dismiss this
concern at the Jan. 24 public
safety meeting called by Rep-
resentative Carolyn
Maloney.  “You’re making a
mountain out of a molehill,”
he told Breslin. “Unless you
would be willing to make
Roosevelt Island part of
Queens County, that’s the
way it has to be.”

“I’m a New York City po-
lice officer,” Barrere said, ear-
lier in the meeting. “I have
no problem working over
there” with the Manhattan District Attorney’s Of-
fice. “We’re all one City; we will get the job done, I
can assure you of that. It would be ludicrous to try
to have the 19th try to cover this command. The
tram is a wonderful thing, but can you imagine a
police officer in an emergency taking the tram over?
We have the only access to the Island over 36th
Avenue.”

Barrere said he himself worked with the Island’s
Public Safety Department on a DWI arrest last week
and handled the booking in a Manhattan precinct.
“It’s not a problem,” he said.

In any event, Roosevelt Island hardly registers
in the numbers of “index crimes” that are compiled
as part of the city’s tracking of major complaints
(CompStat), and in the FBI’s Uniform Crime Re-
ports Program. The city counts cases of murder,
rape (all degrees), robbery, felony assault, burglary,
grand larceny, and auto theft (the FBI adds arson
and breaks out forcible rape as the reportable crime).

Barrere told The WIRE on Tuesday that no index
crimes had been reported on Roosevelt Island in
the past 28 days. The NYPD’s CompStat Unit re-

Building Committee pressed for a
greater commitment – that the of-
ficer be provided with an office, or
be at “a certain place at a certain
time” – noting that “if there’s an emer-
gency in Queens, he’s called away.”

Barrere replied:  “We can work
on a place where he’s available, but
one of the things I want my com-
munity police officer to do is to
patrol around.  I don’t want a desk
officer sitting behind a desk.”  He
said the officer “should be visible
on patrol,” but he added that “post-

ing hours becomes a safety issue
for police officers.”

Roosevelt Island is one of 15
sectors in the 114th Precinct, and
Barrere said that “this by far is the
safest sector I have of all my 15.”

No residents stepped forward to
dispute this assertion, and, in fact,
there were few suggestions that the
Island is a dangerous place.  But
the commander’s statements did
nothing to hold back the complaints
of a number of residents, who ap-
peared to treat Maloney and her

assistant, Jessica Fox, as the keep-
ers of a floodgate.

The residents’ reservoir of griev-
ances, directed at the Public Safety
Department and at the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation,
which controls Public Safety, has
been filling up for years, and has
come to express itself in demands
for greater citizen control of the
Department and a change in its tac-
tics to make it more of a building
security service, as opposed to a
semi-private police force.

The most prominent protago-
nists for the building security re-
gime are Velez and Byron Gaspard,
of the Eastwood Building Commit-
tee (EBC), and their predecessors
on the committee, Ronald and Faye
Vass.  But the Department also has
its staunch defenders, none more
important than Dorene Isley, Gen-
eral Manager of the Roosevelt Is-
land Housing Management Corpo-
ration.  She credited the Public
Safety officers for saving lives by
responding quickly to fires and re-
ports of heart attacks.

Fox, who moderated the session
after Maloney left for another event,
put the conflict into the sharpest
focus:  “I think one of the problems
we hear is that there is a general
feeling Public Safety is not doing
their job, but there has never been
any documentation of that.”
(“There is none! There is none!”
Ronald Vass retorted.)

Felix Santella, a member of the
Westview Task Force, tried to re-
state the matter as a lack of com-
munication.  “There is a chasm be-
tween Public Safety and the resi-
dents on this Island,” he said.
“From my perspective I know this
is a safe Island, relatively safe, but
the perception around this Island
is, it’s not,” Santella added.  “You
have a problem.”  His solution was
to get people together to talk about
solving clearly-defined problems.

“Sir, that takes place on a regular
basis,” said Robert Ryan, the RIOC
president.

Public Safety continued from page 1

ports are posted on Monday and lag a week from
the reporting day.  In the 28-day period ending Janu-
ary 26, the 114th Precinct recorded 204 major crime
complaints (the biggest categories were burglary,
52, and robbery, 45), a decrease of 11.7 percent from
the same period last year. In the 19th Precinct, there
were 288 complaints, an increase of 28 percent. In
that precinct, which is headquartered on 67th Street,
the top categories were grand larceny, 176, and bur-
glary, 62.

The most recent crime to cross the CompStat
threshold on the Island was the unattended theft
of PTA receipts after a New Year’s Eve dance. This
was classified as grand larceny because the
amount, reported as about $1,375, was more than
$1,000. The only other crime in recent months was

a robbery in December.
“It was a guy who had been

in jail who came back home
and robbed people he knew,”
Barrere said. “He was arrested
and is in jail.”

And that was it. Not even
one theft in recent months
from Motorgate, where, as
Barrere noted, “there’s some
nice cars” – nicer than many
of the vehicles that were sto-
len in the 14 other sectors of
his precinct (44 in the 28 days
ending Jan. 26, down 34.3 per-
cent from 2002).

Barrere’s mission is to keep
crime off the CompStat radar
screen, and part of that effort

was the assignment of a CPU (Community Policing
Unit, often called CPOP) officer, Thomas Liuzzo, to
Roosevelt Island.

The commander said Liuzzo requested the as-
signment and was given flexible hours, but he gen-
erally will work during the late-night hours of
“prime-time crime.” This will be the officer’s full-
time assignment, although he will be called away at
times for major police operations in other parts of
the precinct. Barrere said that the officer has been
making the rounds, “doing verticals,” and network-
ing with Islanders.

The philosophy of community policing is crime
prevention, and it is widely credited with helping
to drastically reduce the City’s crime rate over the
years. A glance at the CompStat sheet for the 114th
gives just one example of  how much safer New
York has become. In 1993, there were 8,690 serious
crime complaints in the precinct. In 2002, the num-
ber had fallen to 3,270, a decline of 62 percent.

The record is similar in the 19th Precinct: a de-
crease from 11,976 to 3,667 crimes from 1993 to 2002,
or 69 percent.

A Tale of Two Precincts

Fox replied, “You know, I’m hear-
ing that it’s not,” setting off a room-
ful of commotion.

Ryan was alluding to the exist-
ence of a Public Safety Advisory
Committee of the RIOC Board of
Directors, and to the fact that the
Board has several resident mem-
bers and would be getting more
under recent State legislation.

But that was thin gruel for this
crowd, and the gathering soon sunk
its teeth into fresh accounts of pre-
viously unreported crimes, angry
recapitulations of last year’s noise

Drugs.  What About Drugs?
Is there a major drug-dealing problem on Roosevelt Island?
Some Islanders clearly think so, and it was their concerns that

helped to set in motion the series of meetings on public safety that
have been conducted by Carolyn Maloney, the Island’s represen-
tative in Congress.

In a column in The WIRE describing an earlier session held on
October 31, Matthew Katz, president of the Residents Associa-
tion, said: “Our group made it clear that we see a burgeoning dan-
ger from drug use and sales in housing and on the street, and from
gang presence on Roosevelt Island. … The officials were clearly
shocked by the stories of rampant drug trafficking on Roosevelt
Island offered by Island residents.”

One of the facts that has come out since Katz made his report is
that the NYPD narcotics unit conducted an undercover operation
on Roosevelt Island, an effort that has been confirmed recently by
police officials and by the Island’s Public Safety Department.

At a meeting of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation
Board of Directors this week, Robert Ryan, the RIOC president,
posed this question to James Fry, the Public Safety director, re-
garding the drug  investigation:  “Did they not have an apartment
here on the Island, during those number of months when they were
doing surveillance, and during those number of months, did they
not come up with anything?”

Fry said: “They were here for months, provided space that was
adequate to set up surveillance. Narcotics are sensitive investiga-
tions and you don’t make public what’s about to take place when
or where. It was done and they were here for months. The few
arrests that were made were made for possession of marijuana.
There were no arrests made for any, what the penal law calls, nar-
cotic drugs.  The penal law does not refer to marijuana as a narcotic
drug.  In the penal law, marijuana is a ‘mild hallucinogenic.’”

Fry’s account was similar to an assessment offered by Deputy
Inspector David Barrere, commander of the 114th Precinct.

“People automatically feel that there’s drug dealing” when there
are incidents of “kids smoking marijuana in the hallways” of the
Island’s buildings, where they live, or on the seawall, Barrerre said.
But basically, he said, “It’s Island kids selling to Island kids.”

Fry defended his department at the RIOC meeting, responding
to allegations that were raised by residents at Maloney’s January
24 session.

“People say we don’t do vertical patrols,’’ Fry said. “It would be
one thing if they said, ‘We don’t think you’re doing enough verti-
cal patrols.’  That is not generally the statement.  The statement is,
‘Interior vertical patrol is not done,’ which is ridiculous.”

Fry discussed, at some length, his department’s patrol proce-
dures and its interaction with Roosevelt Island Housing Manage-
ment, which operates the Island’s state-supervised rental proper-
ties.  Some tenant representatives at Eastwood have pushed for
Public Safety officers to essentially serve as watchmen in the huge
building, although they do not describe their requests in that man-
ner, instead calling for more frequent patrols.

The distinction between what could be called a guard presence
as opposed to the current system of patrol verification can be
deduced from Fry’s comments at the RIOC meeting about Public
Safety’s handling of loitering situations, one of the frequent com-
plaints at Eastwood:

“The other thing that comes out of these building checks are ‘C’
summonses.  These are for individuals who are 16 or more and who
are lingering and hanging out in an unauthorized part of the build-
ing, and who have no justifiable reason for being where they’re at.
If they’re 16 or more, the law says we can issue a ‘C’ summons.  A
‘C’ summons is a summons that is returnable to criminal court,” Fry
said.

“If they are less than 16, we take them into custody and we bring
them into Public Safety, and we get in touch with their parent or
guardian and we have their parent or guardian come to Public Safety
and then we generate what’s called a youth report. The general
manager gets these reports and has these people’s family come in
and discuss the fact that they were in the building in an unautho-
rized manner doing particular acts. It’s quite clear, if anybody really
wanted to understand what we do in interior vertical patrols, there
is a host of ways that that could be checked and that could be
verified.”

As the Public Safety debate goes on, some of the Island’s senior
officials are showing signs of fatigue.

 “Having sat in four or five of those meetings in the last two
months, it’s the same ol’, same ol’, and I, for one, am tired of it,”
Patrick Stewart, a board member, said at the RIOC meeting this
week, repeating a sentiment he had expressed at the January 24
session with Maloney, complaining about Roosevelt Islanders’ apa-
thy.

 “If we can get citizens concerned beyond wailing and moaning
and put a plan together and help Public Safety as it exists today,
then I’m all for it,” Stewart said.

See Public Safety, page 10

Public Safety Chief James Fry and Member of Congress Carolyn Maloney, at the
January 24 meeting in Island House.

Commander David Barrere of the 114th
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by Seth Kaufman

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $27 • LGA $12 • Newark $55

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

BASKETBALL  The standings in the Youth Program’s Winter Basketball League are:

11-13 Division
Team 2 1-0
Team 3 1-0
Team 1 0-1
Team 4 0-1

11-13 Division:  In action February 1, Team 2 defeated Team 4 in a close game, 45-40.
Joshua Hart led Team 2 with 20 points.  David Dinkins was the second leading scorer with
11, while Jonathan Douglas added 10.  Team 4 had a balanced scoring attack, led by Vernon
Thomas with 13 points (all but three in the second half), followed by Emilio Estevez with 11,
Jesse Kahah with 8, and Neil Stueber with 6.

In the other game, Team 3 defeated Team 1, 44-35.  Austin Lee led Team 3 with 21 points,
while Jimmy Elias added 10, 8 of them in the second half, and Darren Roy had 7.  For Team
1, Riki Bonano led the scoring with 22 points.

14-16 Division:  In action from the first week of the season, January 25, Red defeated Blue
57-36, and Orange defeated Green 86-76.

Chris Chatman led the balanced attack for Red with 13 points.  He was supported by
Fabian Williams, who had 12, Mirza Avdovic, who had 10, Remy Armenakis with 8, and Fode
Bah with 7.  DeShawn Pearson was the high scorer of the game, with 18 points, and Jonathan
Singh added 9 points for Blue.

In the other game that week, Paul Brown led Orange with 22 points.  Sika Franco and
Shirome Dixon also had great games, each scoring 20 points.  Jonathan Hart added 12 points
as well.  For Green, Anthony Simmons was the leading scorer with 24 points, while Steven
Morgan added 20, and Dan Moraru added 12.

In the second week of the season, last Saturday (February 1) Green defeated Blue 74-46 to
even out their record.  José Marte had a big game with 26 points, while Anthony Simmons
had 21 points, scoring over 20 for the second straight week.  Steven Morgan and Rahim
Drame each had solid games, with Steven scoring 10 points and Rahim adding 8.  Blue was
led for the second straight week by DeShawn Pearson, who put in 25 points.

In the other game, Red edged Orange 66-65 to move into sole possession of first place.
Red overcame an 18-point deficit early in the second half and won on two free throws by
Chris Chatman with only seconds remaining.  Chatman led his team with 40 points, and led
the comeback by scoring 32 of those points in the second half.  Fabian Williams added 14
points for Red.  Orange was led by Sika Franco with 23 points and Paul Brown with 21
points, while Quincy Leon added 10 points, and Shirome Dixon added 7.

14-16 Division
Red 2-0
Orange 1-1
Green 1-1
Blue 0-2

done nothing wrong.  And until I know [what the charges are], I cannot comment.”
Asked what he thought might be going on, Ryan said, “I have no goddamn clue.”
Ryan’s leave is 60 days with pay of over $10,000 a month.  The abruptness of his removal

makes it unlikely those in authority expect to work with him again.  But the unceremonious
handling of his exit from the RIOC offices was apparently not directed by the RIOC Board as
a whole; it acted later in the day.

Indications are that the RIOC Board members had no idea of the specifics when notified
of the meeting.  On the other hand, Assemblymember Pete Grannis told a WIRE reporter on
Wednesday that Ryan was heavily involved in Andrew Eristoff’s 2002 campaign for State
Senate in the 26th State Senatorial District (he lost to Liz Krueger), and questions have been
raised as to how Ryan’s time was accounted for in RIOC’s records.

Late Thursday, Ryan told The WIRE, “It’s political.  If Pete Grannis has any questions
about people in political campaigns, he can come right to Rob Ryan and ask him to his face.
Pete Grannis has a problem because I ran a campaign against him in 1984.  Pete Grannis
should step up.  In the end, if you have honor and courage, you win the day.”  Ryan was
upset about reports in mainstream media saying he was taken out of his office in handcuffs.

Grannis had complained to the Commissioner of DHCR, Judith Caligaro, about Ryan’s
behavior at a December 12 hearing on the environmental impact of the Octagon Apartments
project.  Ryan, who ran the hearing, got into shouting matches with at least two residents
who spoke at the hearing.  In some cases he called them back to the lectern to disagree with
points they had made.  It is not likely, however, that the Inspector General would become
involved for any reason related to his style in office, but his performance led to quiet specula-
tion about how much longer he might last in the top RIOC post.

Over his two-year period as CFO at RIOC, Siconolfi has won praise from Ryan, RIOC Board
members, and others for improving the agency’s control over, and understanding of, its fi-
nances.  RIOC is supposed to be self-sufficient, and Siconolfi is credited with finding ways to
improve financial results even on deals concluded before he came aboard.There was no indica-
tion this week of whether he might be expected to remain in the top job if Ryan doesn’t return.

Traditionally, the top job and some other posts at RIOC have been patronage appoint-
ments.  Ryan had run George Pataki’s first campaign for governor, and his predecessor,
Dr. Jerome Blue, had close ties with former Senator Alfonse D’Amato, who in turn had close
ties with Pataki.

Presuming he does not return, Ryan’s time in office was three and a half years, slightly
longer than Blue’s, who left after a stormy tenure in which residents repeatedly demanded
his removal.  Ryan had a “honeymoon” period with residents, but his administration was
soon described as having a “bunker mentality,” even though Ryan repeatedly said he was
diligent about meeting with residents and returning their calls.

complaints, and accusations of corruption
and collusion leveled at unnamed Public
Safety officers.  Velez, for example – just to
quote one of the milder charges – said that
“the problem that we have is that some of these
officers are too friendly with the criminal
elemency.”

These narratives produced Emmy-award
winning double-takes from the representa-
tives of the New York County District

Attorney’s Office and of the Attorney General.
Much of the discussion centered on

Eastwood, which does not have attendants
in its entryways.  Corridors on the fourth
and seventh floors run the full length of the
complex and lead to numerous exits.  “We
tried to break up the building at one point
because of the run-through hallways,” said
Elliot Ashrey, assistant director of the man-
agement bureau of the State Division of
Housing and Community Renewal, which su-
pervises the building.  He said that the City
Building Department turned down that pro-
posal because of concerns that it would im-
pede access to elevators and fire exits.

Fry told The WIRE that Public Safety’s con-
tracts allow it to perform so-called vertical pa-
trols in all of the housing complexes except
Manhattan Park.  The main emphasis is on
Eastwood, he said, especially in winter.  Out-
door patrols get extra attention in the summer.

Isley said she gets three types of reports
from Public Safety every day: incident re-
ports, based on calls to the department in-
volving “either a resident who resides in one
of my buildings or something that happens

Public Safety from page 9

Who You Gonna Call?
Officer Thomas Liuzzo of the city Police Department can be

contacted through the 114th Precinct’s Community Policing
Unit at 1-718-626-9712 or 1-718-626-9717.  A Community
Policing liaison will take the information and pass it along.

For emergencies, dial 911.
Other numbers:  114th Precinct, 1-718-626-9311; commu-

nity affairs, 1-718-626-9327.
Roosevelt Island Public Safety, 1-212-832-4545.
Quality of Life Hot Line, 311 replaces 1-888-677-LIFE (5433).

This number is for noise complaints and other quality-of-life
problems.  Operators at the new Citizens Service Center will be
able to handle most requests for information and connect call-
ers to various agencies that can deal with complaints.

within the building itself”; condition reports,
based on the officers’ observations while on
patrol, and noise complaints.  Finally, if there
is overnight damage or “party debris,” she
said, her porters take pictures of it when they
come to work in the morning.

“When those pictures hit my desk I go
running next door to Fry and dump ‘em on
his desk and he knows exactly what to do
with them.”  In other words, she said, the
vertical patrols can be adjusted to respond
to changing needs.

Isley says the re-
ports are logged by
management and
serve as the basis for
“holdover proceed-
ings” against tenants
– evictions for any-
thing other than non-
payment of rent.  “I
have been extremely
successful with using
these complaints and
these reports to do
evictions, to put fami-
lies on probation, and
to quiet down situa-
tions,” she said.

Gaspard argued,
however, that these reports do not verify that
vertical patrols are being done in a timely
fashion.  Earlier in the meeting, in pushing
for a citizen review board, he had insisted
that Fry had failed to curb vandalism and
criminality.

Later, he made a pitch for hourly patrols.
“We are literally patrolling the hallways our-
selves,” he said.  “This last week I was threat-
ened by a kid physically, and I’m going to tell
you something, I’m going to put it on the pub-
lic record.  When it gets to the point where I
have to worry about the safety of my family
and myself, I will deal with that situation, be-
cause I’m not going to live in fear like this!
And that’s what is happening with a lot of resi-
dents in Eastwood.  We’re living in fear.”

Tony Morenzi, an assistant to
Assemblymember Pete Grannis, said, “They’re
not going to do hourly vertical patrols.”

Isley urged the Eastwood contingent to start
being specific.  “Let’s test the system,” she
said.  “You see something, write it down.  Call
Public Safety, write down whom you spoke to,
and wait to see whether there is a response.”

Testing the system, however, was not on

the agenda of several participants.  Some
were looking for an overthrow.

Whereas Ryan said that residents should
be thankful that they had “two levels of law
enforcement,” Joyce Mincheff, an Eastwood
resident, stated toward the end of the meet-
ing that “we don’t like the position that we
feel we’re being under-policed.”

Addressing Fox, she said: “Maybe you and
Carolyn can make an investigation into how
we can get the budget for Public Safety out
from under the RIOC umbrella and have it dealt

with in a separate nonpartisan budget.”
This was one of the few explicit references

to the basic political situation:  The Island,
like most of the City, votes Democrat but is
administered by the Republicans.  Its elected
representatives are all Democrats, with the
exception of State Senator Olga Mendez,
who recently switched parties.  Ryan and
Fry were not even invited to Maloney’s pre-
vious meeting; Velez said the reason was that
“people in the community were afraid to dis-
cuss the issues” in their presence.
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

1-212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

ELDER LAW – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning, and Living Wills.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington
Avenue, New York, NY.  1-212-754-9117.
VIDEO EDITING – Have equipment to edit vacation/travel videos.  Your home
movies will look professional!  Bob, 1-212-829-7238.
AMERICAN APPLIANCE SERVICE – Installations and Repairs on refrigeration,
central air, A/Cs, washers, dryers, dishwashers, stoves.  Insured, licensed,
both commercial and residential.  $16.00 off on repairs.  1-718-352-4600,
1-516-352-4600.
MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    1-212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.
DAISY DOODLE – Magic Shows, Dance Parties, Disney, Toddlers, Princess,
Pirate, Barbie, Harry Potter, balloons, facepainting, crafts, holiday shows.
1-212-501-4828.  [12/03]

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  1-212-935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020.
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident
Diana Brill.  Gift certificates available.  1-212-759-9042.
YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE – Dolores Green.  1-212-223-4077.
ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS – Color Views of Tram and Lighthouse
Park; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check payable to The
WIRE to 531 Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail address (if available).
Questions:  1-212-826-9055.  Sorry, no phone or credit card orders.
CAT-SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc.  1-212-751-8214.
GREAT CARS, Great Prices, Great Financing!  All makes & models.  Call Lyle
at 1-646-523-9033.
EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references.  Free
estimate.  1-212-751-8214.
NOTARY PUBLIC –  1-212-935-7534.

Classified
50¢/word • 1-212-751-8214

Deadline for Feb. 22 issue:  Feb. 17

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available – Use What You Have

No job too small

FurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurnitureFurniture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, SlipcoversUpholstery, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window Tindow Tindow Tindow Tindow Treatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatmentsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Terererererrace Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesilesilesilesiles

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
CarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentryCarpentry

Kitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen RKitchen Renovationenovationenovationenovationenovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesinishesinishesinishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

1-212-751-8214

The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

Watsontown, Pa.

Your health is all-important, and
there’s nothing like farm-fresh

fruits and vegetables from
Pennsylvania to keep you the

picture of good health.
See you at Motorgate Saturday

morning.

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate



12 • The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Feb. 8, 2003

GGRRIISSTTEEDDEE’’SS
ORGANIC FOODS • • • THE HEALTHY WAY

GRISTEDE’S IS BRINGING NEW, EVERYDAY LOW PRICES TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

Seagram’s
Ginger Ale

Club•Tonic

99¢
1 liter

GRISTEDE’S COUPON GRISTEDE’S COUPON GRISTEDE’S COUPON

Limit one per family with additional $20 purchase.  Excludes cigarettes, lottery
tickets, Metro Cards, postage stamps & phone cards. Expires February 15, 2003

Limit one per family with additional $20 purchase.  Excludes cigarettes, lottery
tickets, Metro Cards, postage stamps & phone cards. Expires February 15, 2003

Tropicana
Orange
Juice

$199
Pure

Premium
All Varieties

64 oz.

$199
All

Varieties

Haagen Dazs
Ice Cream
Yogurt or Sorbet Pint

Classico
Pasta

Sauce
$299

26 oz.

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRICE

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRICE

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRICE

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRICE

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRICE

MSWMSW

$AVE MORE WITH GRISTEDE’S CLIP & SAVE MEGA VALUE COUPONS

Lucky Leaf
Apple

Juice
$199

64 oz.

Natural or Clear

Chock Full
O Nuts

Coffee
$299

13 oz. 19 oz.

USDA Grade A
Boneless & Skinless

Chicken
Breast

$299
lb.

AllVarieties

Bananas are the healthy food. High in Potassium, great tasting,
bananas are great any time of the day. Tropical grown, GRISTEDE’S

CARRIES ONLY THE BEST BANANAS, TRY A BUNCH... 
THIS IS NOT A SALE PRICE.   IT IS OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICE!

GOLDEN RIPE BANANAS 59¢
lb.

Regular • Diet • Caffeine Free
CocaCola

2/$512 oz. cans

6
Pack

ORGANIC FOODS means good, healthy foods for your family.  GRISTEDE’S is
dedicated to giving you more organic food at REASONABLE prices. We have not forgotten
we are a supermarket who’s purpose is to deliver the BEST for the LOWEST price.

John Catsimatidis, Chairman & CEOCOME SEE THE DIFFERENCE!

Horizon OrganicTM

Milk 
$299

64 oz.

HorizonOrganicTM

Large Eggs 
$299

dozen

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRICE

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRICE

¤

®
U

All Purpose

PricesEffectiveTo 2/15/03

All Varieties All Varieties

DECECCO PASTA
Assorted Varieties: #1, #6, #7, #9, #12, #23, #24, #26,
#34, #38, #40, #41, #54, #74, #81, #87, #90, #93, #118 2 $3B

O
X
E
S16 oz.

ImportedFrom
Italy!

Horizon OrganicTM

Yogurt 

4/$299
6 oz.

Stoneyfield Farms
Yogurt
All Varieties

4/$36 oz. 

Horizon OrganicTM

Puddings
All Varieties

$299
4 oz. cups

Horizon OrganicTM

Yogurt
All Varieties

$299
32 oz.

Horizon OrganicTM

Fruit Gel Cups
All Varieties

$299
3.5 oz. cups

4 Pack-
NEW!

4 Pack-
NEW!

NEW!

Bumble Bee
Solid White

Tuna
$149

6 oz.

In Oil, or Water

Progresso
Classic Vegetable

Soups
$199

Excluding Meat & Chicken

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRICE

PHILADELPHIA BBQ CHICKENS each
Whole Only

$399

$5OFF
Limit one per family with additional $40 purchase.

Can not be used for cigarettes, postage stamps, lottery
tickets, and with IGT Card or Phone Cards.

Good only at GRISTEDE'S on Roosevelt Island •Exp. 2/15/03
MSW

GGRRIISSTTEEDDEE’’SS


