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Meeting Sunday

Responding to Ryan Probe,
Maple Tree Group Mounts New
Drive for an Elected RIOC Board

The Maple Tree Group (MTG)
will kick off a renewed effort for an
elected Board of Directors of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC) with a meeting tomor-
row (Sunday) at 4:30 in the
Westview community room at 625
Main Street.

MTG, led by Rivercross resident
David Bauer, was formed in 1997
during the RIOC presidency of Dr.
Jerome Blue, who was succeeded
in June of 1999 by Robert H. Ryan.
With Ryan placed on 60-day admin-

Charges Against Ryan,

If They Come,

Appear to Center on 9/11 Bonus Pay;
Antonek Resigns From RIOC VP Post

Newsday reported last week that
RIOC President Robert H. Ryan was
suspended for granting bonuses to
15 members of the RIOC staff, in-
cluding himself, for volunteer work
performed after the attack on the
World Trade Center towers Septem-
ber 11,2001.

Ryan confirmed he gave bonus
vacation days, which could be
traded in for cash, but said he had
not been informed of the specifics
of the State Inspector General’s in-
vestigation into his activities at
RIOC. He told The New York Ob-

server, “If that’s what this is about,
I’m prepared to fight it to the end.”
According to one source, the bo-
nus time was given at the rate of
one day for every hour worked.

Meanwhile, Robert Antonek, Vice
President under Ryan and his pre-
decessor, Dr. Jerome Blue, has ten-
dered his resignation from the RIOC
staff.

Asked this week about the spe-
cifics of Ryan’s 60-day paid leave
of absence, RIOC Board member
David Kraut told The WIRE he still
doesn’t “know if there actually

were any ‘9/11 bonuses’ nor if such
bonuses might have been illegal.”
He said, “That’s what the Inspec-
tor General’s investigation will de-
termine. I voted for the suspen-
sion only as a ‘due diligence’ mea-
sure. Allegations were made; they
need to be looked into.” Kraut said
that his vote for suspension was
based solely on “the 9/11 stuff, which
was all that was presented to me.”

Ryan could not be reached for
comment before deadline. As of
Thursday, he was in the 16th day
of the 60-day paid leave.

istrative leave pending an inquiry
by the State Inspector General,
Bauer and MTG see an opportunity
to generate new momentum toward
the group’s goal of a locally-elected
RIOC Board of Directors empow-
ered to hire a professional commu-
nity manager to oversee RIOC op-
erations.

“The Ryan situation focuses new
light on the need to put the Island
under the control of its residents,”
Bauer told The WIRE Wednesday.
“Residents here have a right, ac-
knowledged and won by every
other community in this country, to
have local control.” Bauer recalled
resident advisory votes supporting
legislation for an elected RIOC
Board in 1998 (92%) and 2000
(80%). “Residents have provided
overwhelming support to the Is-
land-wide effort. This is a real op-
portunity to make a badly-needed
change.

“Our community has gone
through a period of bunker mental-
ity by the State administrators. It
has resulted in bad deals, patch-
work gifts of our valuable land, and
abusive attitudes by public ser-
vants. Roosevelt Island has be-
come a place to park inept and un-
imaginative people utterly without
the gifts required to operate a
showcase community.” Bauer
pointed out that many United Na-
tions employees see American de-

mocracy first-hand when in the
United States but find it is missing
on Roosevelt Island, which is run
by gubernatorial appointees rather
than elected officials.

“Residents here deserve some-
thing [in management] that
matches the vision of the giants
who produced the original frame-
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This MTG poster appeared on Main
Street kiosks this week.

work of this Island,” Bauer said.
“Instead, we have gotten a
dumbing-down in terms of public
service. Resident talent has been
shunted aside and ignored. Valu-
able resources have Dbeen
misallocated. A Board composed
of elected residents can do a better

See MTG, page 2

Housing

Seeking to Add Certainty to an Uncertain
Future, Westview Rallies Its Residents

“Our Homes Are in Jeopardy” was
the headline on a recent issue of
the newsletter produced from time
to time by the Westview Task
Force. Itwarned, “Westview is up
for private sale! The landlord is
keeping this very quiet for obvious
reasons!”

Drawing on information about
Mitchell-Lama conversions in
Manhattan, the newsletter went on
to say, “If sold privately, your rent
will double!”

The newsletter reflects the un-
certainty and worries of residents
facing possible conversions of
Mitchell-Lama buildings, in which
the owners or new buyers would
replace State-backed mortgages
with private mortgages, freeing
them from no-profit constraints
under which the State Department
of Housing and Community Re-
newal (DHCR) must approve both

budgets and rent hikes for build-
ings in the State’s Mitchell-Lama
program.

For builders and owners, the at-
traction of the Mitchell-Lama pro-
gram was the pay-off at the end —
an escape from the program of
State-backed mortgages. A quar-
ter-century ago, it helped solve a
housing crisis for low-income New
Yorkers. But over the past few
years, the buildings have aged past
the controlled-rent period, and
present-day residents have faced
rent increases — sometimes double
— as owners have switched to pri-
vate mortgages in a process called
“privatization.”

In Manhattan, tenants have al-
ready had to move when buildings
were taken out of the Mitchell-Lama
program, and the waiting period for
such removals has also passed for
Rivercross, Westview, Island

Briefly...

Management at Manhattan Park has agreed to restore door-drop de-
livery of The Main Street WIRE, reversing a ban that interrupted direct

delivery of two issues.

Black History Month will be celebrated 10:00-5:00 today at the Senior
Center, with activities for kids in the morning, Caribbean food at noon,
and a program of stories, dance, and song at 1:00. An all-day flea market
is part of the festivities. See ComingUp, page 3, and an ad on page 4.

House, and Eastwood. But
Roosevelt Island is a bit different,
and there are other factors at work
here that serve, at least temporarily,
as extra barriers.

Opher Pail, a 13-year resident of
Westview, finds himself at the head
of the crusade against privatization
in Westview. “The way Westview
goes is the way the Island will go —
whether it is to be tenant-owned or
outside-owned.” Pail (pronounced
“pa-EEL”), who has been involved
with the Westview Task Force for
three years, is still unhappy about
a rent-determination hearing two
Februaries ago, when some of the
experts he brought before DHCR
were not allowed to make state-
ments. And he is concerned, this
year, that no rent-determination
hearing has yet been scheduled.

Pail says he feels sure that “we
face a sale this year” and says he
believes the owner has been in con-
versations with DHCR about tak-
ing the building private.

For Pail, the goal is not just to
prevent a private sale to an outside
buyer, but to make certain that the
ultimate buyers are, at least in ma-
jor part, the building’s tenants.
“We must continue to get more ten-
ants involved, and make sure that
the only conversion is a conver-

sion to tenant ownership.”

But Elliot Ashrey, the DHCR offi-
cial who heard testimony in the 2001
rent-determination session, told
The WIRE this week, “There is no

Opher Pail

indication that we have on that [of
activities that could lead to a sale].
Maybe eventually they’ll do that,
but I haven’t heard anything. I
know they [the owner’s represen-
tatives] are working on a budget.
There are sometimes budgetary
concerns that cause them to ask for

an extension.”

Ashrey went on to point out,
“The ground lease is a big stum-
bling block for any of the Roosevelt
Island buildings that we’re in-
volved with.” The Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation (RIOC)
controls ground leases for build-
ings here, and there is general
agreement that any buyer — or an
existing owner — trying to negoti-
ate a new, private mortgage, would
have to have assurances of a stable
lease for at least 30 years, since no
private lender would put money into
a building that could face a finan-
cial crisis in the form of a substan-
tial increase in ground rent, or
worse, a termination of the lease.

An extension of the ground lease
for any of the Island’s Mitchell-
Lama buildings would therefore re-
quire a renegotiation with RIOC
management, presumably under
guidelines set by the RIOC Board
of Directors. That leads to a con-
cern that, at least in theory, a bud-
get-conscious RIOC might seek a
shot of income by making a deal
with the owner, extending the
ground lease and paving the way
for a private mortgage.

Tim Johns, an Island House resi-
dent and member of the Island
House Ownership Committee
(IHOC), who has made himself the
Island’s ranking expert on Mitchell-
Lama, going co-op, and buyouts,
points out that a one-year notice is
required when an owner wants to
take a Mitchell-Lama building out
of the system. He says it is accom-

See Westview, page 2
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The Editorial Page

Embrace Change

Change is inevitable. Expect change and embrace it, and
you’ve met half the challenge of life.

The companion challenges are to prepare the way for change
you want, to influence the direction of change when opportuni-
ties arise, and then to adapt to it successfully.

Tomorrow, Sunday, there’s a first-hand opportunity to do
just that.

In our community, at the Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration, the air is thick with change. Though he is on a paid 60-
day leave while the State Inspector General conducts an investi-
gation, Robert H. Ryan has effectively been removed from the
post of President — very likely
permanently, given the attitude
inherent in the way the RIOC
Board of Directors imposed
change. Ryan’s second-in-com-
mand has resigned. Patrick
Siconolfi, who is standing in as
Acting President, has an appar-
ent firm grip on the reins, but
it’s unclear how long he might hold them before the Governor
appoints a successor in the recent line of flawed and failed top
guns that couldn’t quite shoot — let alone shoot straight.

More change is coming.

So how can residents prepare the way for the right kind of
change? How can we influence its direction?

The Maple Tree Group — MTG — has been working on that
specific problem for nearly six years. MTG, working through
legislators Olga Mendez and Pete Grannis, was responsible for
the most significant change ever in the management of Roosevelt
Island. Responding to residents’ 92% vote in 1998 favoring a
locally-elected RIOC Board empowered to hire professional com-
munity management (thereby ending the string of political crony
appointments), MTG sought legislation to reform RIOC. The
result was only a small step — a new law giving appointed resi-
dents a majority of the seats on the RIOC Board — far short of the
goal of a democratically-elected Board.

The current mess shows the serious failing of a system in
which the RIOC presidency becomes a reward for past political
service — a tool of patronage and political cronyism. It shows the
failing of a system in which the top person at RIOC is motivated
to ignore resident guidance and has a sharper focus on his own
political future than on what’s right for this community.

Tomorrow, Sunday, MTG is taking a fresh run at the goal of
an elected RIOC Board. The meeting’s at 4:30 in the Westview
community room.

The time is right to embrace the current changes, prepare
the way for better changes, and steer those changes. The time is
right for residents to assert their democratic rights, and the Maple
Tree Group has a plan.

See you tomorrow at 4:30 at 625 Main Street, in the commu-
nity room.

Let’s embrace and steer this change and the changes
to come.

The Meeting:
Sunday 2/23
4:30 p.m.
Westview

625 Main Street
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[etters

Your article on Carolyn Maloney’s meeting about Public Safety (WIRE,
February 8, 2003) painted a different picture with my “conflict-of-inter-
est” comment than the one I intended by my statement. The conflict, as
I see it, results from RIOC’s mandate to generate a public image for
Roosevelt Island that is “crime free” and, thereby, conducive to develop-
ment, vs the community’s need for appropriate policing based on actual
“incidents” that occur here. Rather than the Democrat/Republican rift
that you alluded to in your article, I believe RIOC’s need for silence over
community crime is in direct conflict with the community’s need for forth-
right disclosure and policing.

This conflict is apparent in the “in-house” manner with which “Inci-
dent Reports” are handled for the residential buildings. The quantity of
these reports belies a significant quality-of-life problem, and yet, be-
cause Public Safety and Housing Management are the end recipients for
these reports, the “real” police, the ones we pay taxes to protect us, are
kept in the dark about the true statistics of offensive behavior occurring
here on the Island.

If the “Incident Reports” were forwarded to the 114th Precinct Com-
mander, the police would have a much different view of safety in our
community.

RIOC President Robert Ryan and Public Safety Chief James Fry have
perfected a dog-and-pony-show purporting to demonstrate the safety of
the Island, which they roll out regularly to government officials, the Po-
lice Department, the press, and potential Island developers, while Island-
ers familiar with the pretense jump up and down protesting.

Until RIOC is no longer sanctioned with the task of Island Develop-
ment, or until the budget for Public Safety no longer falls under RIOC’s
control, this conflict of interest will continue to play havoc with the
community’s policing need.

Joyce Mincheff

To the Editor:

I’m constantly reading about this bum’s rush we’re being subjected to
on the approval of the Octagon Park project. Can someone tell me why
we’re even considering starting another apartment project when we are
nowhere near finished with Southtown?

I’'m also perplexed about the ability to provide transportation for all
these people during the rush-hour periods. With the change of the sub-
way to the F train, it’s impossible for anyone to get on the trains in the
morning, and the Tram certainly can’t fit a whole lot more commuters
than it does now. Is anyone considering the impact all these new apart-
ments will have on our ability to get on and off the Island?

Regina Rose Malone

To the Editor:

Like most working people, I often rush for almost everything. On
February 9, I stopped at Gristede’s for milk and dessert after parking my
car, as [ often do. I picked up a gallon of 2% low-fat milk and a box of
raspberry rugelah in the bakery section.

When my husband and I got home, we found milk all over the bag
(somehow the cover was half opened). In addition, the rugelah wasn’t
fresh (dated January 31), and the price on the box was $3.99, but I was
charged $4.29.

I called the store and asked for the manager. Someone picked up the
phone and told me to bring it back. When I started to question the
quality control at the store, he put me on hold and never came back.

From this experience, I would like to bring to everyone’s attention —
you can rush for some things, but never for food — and check the receipt.
Do not get overcharged for food already expired.

Wen Xian

To Manhattan Park Management:
My mother is a 25-year resident

Letters Policy

of Roosevelt Island and, through
her, I am often the lucky recipient
of copies of The WIRE. You no
doubt are receiving many messages
urging you to continue to allow dis-
tribution to each apartment door of
The WIRE. 1 write to add to that
chorus.

You may have heard the quote,
“The only valid response to bad
speech is more, and better
speech.” If you did not like what a
WIRE letter-writer wrote about your
rental policies, you had both the
opportunity and, yes, the respon-
sibility, to write back, to correct
that letter, as you saw it.

I'will close by asking you to imag-
ine the possibility that there may
come a day when you may wish
there to be a thriving, well-written,
well-distributed newspaper on
Roosevelt Island — one willing to
print your letters, for example. We
live in dangerous times. We need
every available source of informa-
tion, as free as possible.

Long live The WIRE!

Paul Sheridan

Editor’s note: This is one of many
calls, letters and e-mails supporting contin-
ued door-drop distribution of The WIRE in
Manhattan Park. We lack the space to print
themall. The matter has now been resolved
favorably, and we thank the many Islanders
and others who joined the chorus of support.

The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor,
to the community, and to/from officials. Publi-
cation on a Name Withheld basis will be con-
sidered, but the writer's name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verifica-
tion and for our records; anonymous letters are
not considered for publication.

Preferred methods of submission:
By e-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(ASCII text preferred, or use any word-
processing software, but no MSWord files with
macros), or PC-standard 3.5" floppy disk left at
531 Main Street addressed to The WIRE. Al-
ternatives: Typed, double-spaced copy left
at 531 Main Street or faxed to 1-212-755-2540
(call ahead to 1-212-826-9055). Clearly hand-
written letters will be considered if brief, but we
cannot take telephone dictation of letters.
All letters are subject to acceptance, and
to editing for length and clarity. Recom-
mend maximum length, 300 words; longer let-
ters will be considered if their content merits the
required space.

Questions? Call 1-212-826-9055.

Westview from page 1

panied by a need for the owner to
submit a good deal of documenta-
tion and, along the way, many op-
portunities for tenant litigation.

While concern about litigation
might make an owner want to strike
a deal with tenants who want to
become owners, there are actually
barriers in law that make that diffi-
cult. Asked why Westview tenants
don’t join in a consortium to buy
their building, Pail said, “It’s pre-
mature. It’s too early legally to take
that step.” The problem is the
Martin Act, a law that forbids “col-
lusion” — even negotiation — be-
tween an owner and tenants, until
after a “red herring” — a plan — is
submitted to the State Attorney
General.

Meanwhile, of course, the owner
can explore prospects of a sale with
outside buyers, and that’s what Pail
and other Task Force members fear
—a buy-out that puts Westview un-
der a privately-financed mortgage,
and out from under the rent-rate
controls DHCR exercises under
Mitchell-Lama.

Pail says he was very pleasantly
surprised with the results, still com-
ing in, of a building-wide survey
put together by Felix Santella, an-
other resident and Task Force mem-
ber, last November. Two-thirds of
the tenants have now responded
and, of those, 83% have expressed
an interest in ownership. In raw
numbers, that’s more than half the
building. Ata Task Force meeting
Wednesday night, members agreed
to seek responses from tenants who
haven’t yet registered their views.

The survey also covered resident
complaints. A quarter complained of
defective air conditioning. A third
said they had defective windows or
doors. A third complained of defec-
tive faucets. A quarter reported bad
water — with color or flavor.

“We are organizing now,” Pail
says. Using the survey results, he
says the Task Force wants “to force
ourselves into the picture before
any ground-lease extension hap-
pens.” The plan is to use terms of
the existing lease to demand ser-
vices tenants say haven’t been pro-
vided.

More important, perhaps, Pail
wants to find a way to work out the
terms of a tenant-ownership deal
with the owner, somehow comply-
ing with the requirements of the
Martin Act even while making ex-
isting residents the leading candi-
date for ownership, whether under
Mitchell-Lama or with a private
mortgage.

From the owner’s perspective, the
simplest and most direct route out of
Mitchell-Lama carries no end of com-
plication. But if RIOC granted a
ground-lease extension, the way
would be open to go after private
mortgage money, and the path to
privatization of the building — and
higher rents — would be clear.

“The time is now,” Pail says, and
he’d like the tenant-ownership
movement to extend beyond
Westview. “We need to find a way
to move collectively, from Mitchell-
Lama to ownership, for the whole
Island —now, fast—not in five years.
The time is now.”

Letters deadline for March 8 issue: Mar. 3
Letters received after deadline will be considered on a space-available basis.

MTG from page 1

job, and that’s the point of Sunday’s meeting.”

Bauer said Senator Olga Mendez and Assemblymember Pete Grannis
have been asked to attend the meeting. Mendez and Grannis were spon-
sors, in their respective legislative houses, of the new law under which a
majority of RIOC Board members are supposed to be residents appointed
by the Governor. Signed by Governor Pataki in September, the law was a
compromise that watered down the original MTG plan for a Board com-
posed of elected residents.

The meeting is open to all residents.



The United States, the United
Nations, and Iraq — What Now?

Roosevelt Islanders will have the opportunity to look at current world
developments through the eyes of a veteran of the foreign policy field
next Sunday (March 2) at 4:00 p.m., when Graham Cannon is the speaker
at the Roosevelt Islanders Reminisce series at Gallery RIVAA.

Cannon now serves as Director of Marketing and Communications at
the Anti-Defamation League, but served in the early 90’s on the staff of
the U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee as a Middle-East specialist,
then as a senior advisor to Madeleine Albright and William Richardson
when they were U.S. Ambassadors to the United Nations.

His background also includes periods in media — publishing, film, and
television. He was a senior vice president at BNN/CameraPlanet, where
he was involved with production of the first-ever high-definition televi-
sion documentary from a war zone, Peter Arnett’s Afghan Journey. Be-
fore that, he was Director of Strategy and Communications at Time, Inc.,
New Media, and President of Medium4, which became publicly-traded

on his watch.

Cannon is a graduate of the University of Manchester (England), with
honors in ancient history and archeology.

Between WIREs, e-mail bulletins...
Get on the list at www.nyc10044.com

There is a Chinese curse that I quote from time to
time: May you live in interesting times. It suggests
that interesting times are seldom tranquil, and often a
trial to endure. Life in New York, especially on
Roosevelt Island, is certainly interesting nowadays.

Sherie and I participated in the anti-war rally last
Saturday. On a bitter cold afternoon, hundreds of
thousands of New Yorkers converged on the Upper

nity while it found its bearings and built a population.
And it was fitting that at some point New York would
cut the umbilical cord and end the decades of budget-
ary subsidies that sustained this Island community.
In 1996 Governor Pataki reduced the subsidy to zero.

The other side of that coin, however, should have
been the creation of local, elected government similar
to any other small town in America. Yes, we vote for
local, Manhattan officials, but these

President, this war on Iraq is the
wrong war against the wrong en-
emy at the wrong time. Millions of
people in hundreds of cities around
the world engaged in similar exer-
cises. Was the U.S. administration
listening? 1 doubt it. President
Bush was quoted in Tuesday’s New
York Times saying that the world-

East Side to send a message: Mr.
The

RIRA
Column

worthies have no control over
RIOC’s budget or the day-to-day
operation of our community. The
RIOC Board of Directors continues
with a majority of off-Island carpet-
baggers, despite passage of a law
six months ago requiring that the
Board include a majority of Island
residents. But even this half mea-

wide protest would do nothing to
change his mind. This President did not win the popu-
lar vote that put him in office, and even a national
consensus, much less the significant minority who
made it their business to show up on streets all over
America, is unlikely to sway this insular world leader.

Listening to anti-war songs from Pete Seeger and
Joan Baez took me back thirty years to the Vietnam era
protests of my youth. I’m both proud of the response
by my fellow New Yorkers, young and old, and disap-
pointed that government still can’t distinguish be-
tween a legitimate threat to national security and poli-
tics played on a global scale. I'm a
Vietnam-era veteran, but I never
assumed that my oath of allegiance
to the U.S. Army and the Constitu-
tion exempted me from exercising
my personal ethics or the right to
think. I know I would hate to have
a child in the military just now.

Closer to home, once more we
have a RIOC president leaving his
position while under a cloud. You
may recall Jerome Blue’s departure
in the spring of 1999 with the acri-
mony of most of this community
trailing after him as well as a human
rights suit, brought by a former
RIOC employee. Ironically, he left
to become New York State Commis-
sioner of Human Rights. And now,
according to New York Newsday,
Robert Ryan has been escorted
from his office by Public Safety,
suspended with pay, and put on ad-
ministrative leave. The New York State Inspector Gen-
eral is investigating corruption allegations, we are told.

Chief Financial Officer Patrick Siconolfi will be act-
ing president while the investigation is carried out.
Siconolfi has impressed many of us as a personable,
intelligent, and honorable public servant with an ex-
cellent handle on RIOC’s financials and the arcana of
government accounting practices. He is a man who
keeps his word, unfortunately a characteristic rare
enough to be noteworthy. I have many questions for
Pat when we meet this week regarding his tenure as
president and his expectations for RIOC and Roosevelt
Island.

What are we to make of this disgraceful turn of
events? I am less concerned with the personal fail-
ings of Blue and Ryan than with the failure of the
State’s imposition of an appointed system of govern-
ment which, clearly, doesn’t work. When Roosevelt
Island was created, it was appropriate that the State
of New York provide a cocoon to sustain this commu-

Editor’s note: The President of RIOC has a standing
invitation to provide a companion RIOC President’s Column
for publication in The WIRE.

Matthew atz
Residents Association President
e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

sure, which carries the weight of
law, has been ignored by those who oversaw its pas-
sage.

It’s time to get back to basics. When Governor
Pataki signed the so-called Open Spaces bill, spon-
sored by Senator Mendez and Assemblymember
Grannis, into law last September, all the parties con-
ceded that this was a stopgap measure. It was de-
signed to bring residents into the administration of
the Island until such time as our legislators could
agree on a bill that would truly enfranchise us by
bringing elected representation to this community.

. - The ugly scandal now unfolding
in RIOC reinforces the desperate
need to pass a bill that will create
a RIOC Board composed of resi-
dents and elected by the residents
and the hiring of a trained, expe-
rienced, professional community
manager as RIOC president. New
York State must finish what it
started by allowing us Roosevelt
Islanders to decide what develop-
ments get built, what parkland re-
mains pristine, when Mitchell-
Lama building owners may buy
out of their mortgages, how Pub-
lic Safety conducts its patrols,
where the red buses should stop,
and what the Tram’s hours should
be. Who knows better than we do?

In addition to my duties as RIRA
president, I’ve been working with
the Maple Tree Group (MTGQG) for
over five years to compose and
pass legislation, acceptable to Albany, which will en-
franchise this community. With this latest disgrace at
RIOC, the need has now reached emergency propor-
tions. MTG has called a meeting for tomorrow, Sun-
day, February 23, to discuss the history of the self-
government movement, the nature of the bill(s) that
have been presented up to now and what you, the
stakeholders of Roosevelt Island, can do to bring de-
mocracy and justice to our Island. The meeting will
begin at 4:30 P.M. in the Westview Lower Community
Room at 625 Main Street.

There is another quote I like: “Never doubt that a
small group of thoughtful and committed citizens can
change the world. It’s the only thing that ever has.”
This has sustained a very small group to persevere
for years at long odds to change this Island’s govern-
mental status quo. But now, MTG needs your help to
convince our State leaders that a change is needed
and needed now. Whether or not you are familiar with
the issues, come to Sunday’s meeting to learn and to
lend a hand. How Roosevelt Island is governed now
will determine what kind of Roosevelt Island we shall
live on in the future. And right now, the future looks. ..
interesting.
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Like crazed robotic dancers, these machines h eSS
frenzied about Main Street this week, clearing snow. = e

COMING UP

— This Weekend —

Black History Month Celebration with Flea Market, today (Sat., Feb.
22), Senior Center, 546 Main Street. 10:00-12:00, Events for children;
12:00, Caribbean food by Chef Ricky; 1:00, Program of stories, music, and
dance. Flea market throughout the day.

Open Maple Tree Group Meeting on Island Self-Governance, Sun.,
Feb. 23, 4:30 p.m., Westview community room, 625 Main Street.

— The Coming Week —

Toastmasters public speaking group. Visitors welcome. Information:
1-212-759-0396. Mon., Feb. 24, 8:00 p.m.

Forum on Rent Regulation, Tue., Feb. 25, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Lenox Hill
Neighborhood House, 331 East 70th Street.

Roosevelt Island Committee of Community Board 8 meeting, Island
House Community Room, Tues., Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m.
Topics on the agenda include air quality and public
safety.

Story Songs for children 5-12 with Bob (Bobaloo)
Basey, Thur., Feb. 27, 6:30 p.m., Library.

Roy Eaton Plays The Peaceful Piano — A Musical
Meditation for World Peace, Fri., Feb. 28, 7:00 p.m.,
Faust-Harrison Pianos, 205 West 58th Street. Free.

Eaton

— Future Events —

Our Lives — Roosevelt Islanders Reminisce, Gra-
ham Cannon, Gallery RIVAA, Sun., Mar. 2,4:00 p.m.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Thur., Mar. 6, 8:00
p-m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Note change from
Wednesday to Thursday for this meeting only. Open
to the public; public comments invited near start of
meeting.

Music Hour at The Library, featuring Andy Guthrie,
keyboards/vocals/guitar, with percussion and upright
bass, Fri., Mar. 7, 7:00 p.m. Free.

The Main Street WIRE — next scheduled issue, Sat., Mar. 8. Dead-
lines: Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
Feb 28; decision on stuffers for The
Bag, Mon., Mar. 3; bag materials due
Thur., Mar. 6. Future issues:
Mar. 22; Apr. 12, 26; May 17, 31;
June 14, 28; July 26; August 23;
September 6, 20; October 11, 25;
November 8, 22 (Thanksgiving is-
sue); December 13 (holiday issue). Phone/fax for news, 1-212-826-9055/
755-2540; phone/fax for display and classified advertising placement
and information, 1-212-751-8214/755-2540. To list your organization’s
Island events here, e-mail information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or
leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the desk at 531 Main Street; provide
a telephone number for follow-up.

Toastmasters public speaking group. Visitors welcome. Information:
1-212-759-0396. Mon., Mar. 10, 8:00 p.m.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Mar. 13, morning.

PTA Book Fair., Sat., Mar. 15, details to be announced.

Book Discussion — A4 House for Mr. Biswas, by V.S. Naipaul, Library.
Thur., Mar. 20, 6:30 p.m. Pre-registration no longer required; book avail-
able at the Library.

Senior Center

Monday

Cannon

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Provide a telephone number for
possible follow-up.

10:30, Creative Arts

10:30, Blood Pressure Screen 12:30, Movie
12:30, “Oldies” Movies 7:00, Dance Class (Advanced)
1:00, Tai Chi Friday

9:30, Yoga Stretch (new time)

1:00, Bridge Class

7:00, Games (RISA)
Saturday

7:30, Bingo (RISA)

7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)
Tuesday
9:00-11:00, Free Tax Filing Help
2:00, Computer Class
6:30, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)
Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)
Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi

Special Events
Sat., Feb. 22, 9:00 (all day), Black
History Month Celebration
Fri., Feb. 28, 12:30, Birthday Party

Home-delivered meals available; 1-212-744-5022, ext. 1203




4 « The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Feb. 22, 2003

MYy MOUNT TOM DAY CAMP

/
: : Serving Discerning Families with Excellence Since 1955...
— g and Roosevelt Island’s Families for Over 20 Years
// \\ Located Near Pelham Manor Red Cross Instructional Swim Program
a / ! \ \ Door-to-Door Transportation/Short Commute Music, Drama and Dance

Non-Competitive Atmosphere Tennis Instruction

All Groups (ages 3-13) led by Professional Educators Origami and Arts & Crafts
Early Childhood Program led by Experienced Skill Development in Team Sports
Mount Tom Day School Staff + Nature/Science Program

Call Doug Volan or Stan Friedmann, Directors, to enroll,
schedule a visit or for further information.

48 Mount Tom Road New Rochelle, NY 10805 1-914-636-8130 [ ‘1@ ACCREDITED ]
\ ®

Web site;: MOUNTTOMDAYCAMP.COM CAMP
E-Mail: MTTOMCAMP@AOL.COM American Camping Association

elblsislsinleinllesiaell | Community Board 8
“The Souls of Black Folk: Centennial Reflections”
Saturday, February 22, 2003

Roosevelt Island Committee Meeting
Tuesday, February 25, 7:30 PM

Island House Community Room

Agenda:
1. Public Safety — Manhattan DA’s

Senior Center i ;
Sae Mair. Stroct O_ff/ce Wll_l be represented |
2. Air Quality — Representatives of
EVENTS Keyspan and CHOKE invited

T-shirt Painting . s

10 - 12noon (pre-school 10 12) Mimi & June

10:30 - 12:30 Face Painting Isabelle E—

12:00-5:00  Caribbean Food ~ Chef Ricky Tax Preparation
PROGRAM On Roosevelt Island
Starting at 1:00PM . 0

Storyteller (for all ages)  Thelma Thomas 10% Off By Feb.28
Music Barbara Francis _ , @
) . Office Hours Mon-Fri
Hip-Hop & Brazilian Dance Youth Center 10:30AM-7:00PM
Music (choir) Juanita Fleming Sat. 11:00AM-2:00PM Refund Anticipation
A Flea Market will take place all day long ACCOU NTk;fg "s:l NANCIAL
« Investments ggggggfﬁgz
9
SEEONE IO ONE ST Do | o il?fASdAt 599 Main Street
. 11€ an uto
_ SPONSORS: (212)644-8231
RIHMC Rivercross Senior Center Youth Program Insurance Call for your appo intment
Expert Tailor R I t BRACES
on premises  INOOSEVE AREN’T FOREVER
L)

sians.  ISl@and SMILES ARE!
1-212-758-1778 Clean ers We offer free orthodontic consultations to children

and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.
New State of the Art PP

Dry Cleaning Machine Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

To Serve You Better . i
FAST, Your Neighborhood Cleaners Serving Island residents for over 20 years

EFFICIENT, We Deliver 200 West 57th Street
RELIABLE, o 1-212-757-2285
COURTEOUS Free deliveries on orders $15-up
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Middle States
Accredited

MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD
SCHOOL

AND

EARLY CHILDHOOD
CENTER

(37% Street Between Broadway and 34 Avenue)

REGISTRATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2003
ALL NEW REGISTRATIONS

TUESDAY, APRIL 1°" —

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2™ —9:00-11:00 AM

THURSDAY, APRIL 3P —

9:00-11:00 AM, 5:30-7:30 PM

9:00-11:00 AM, 5:30-7:30 PM

CATHOLIC EDUCATION AT ITS BEST!!!
PRESCHOOL THROUGH GRADE 8

SUNDAY, APRIL 6
10:00 AM-1:00 PM

MOST PRECIOUS
BLOOD SCHOOL

Experience
the
. Difference

* Academic Program
* Spiritual Formation

* School Community

* Extracurricular Sports

* Parent Participation

* Special School Programs

For Enrollment Please Call

718.278.4081

: M.P.B :
: Early Childhood Center :

Quality
Developmentally-Oriented,
Family-Centered
Child Care Program
For 2.9- to 5-Year-Olds

Come Grow

N kﬁ With Us!

* Developmentally-Oriented Child Care
* Full-Day or Half-Day Programs

* Fully-Equipped Outdoor Play Yard

* Mixed Age Groupings

* Snack Included

* Open 8AM-5PM

For Enroliment Please Call:

718.626.1040

Busing available for eligible students
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Classified

50¢/word * 1-212-751-8214

Deadline for March 8 issue: March 3

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue, New
York, NY. 1-212-754-9117.

AMERICAN APPLIANCE SERVICE - Installations and Repairs on refrigeration, central
air, A/ICs, washers, dryers, dishwashers, stoves. Insured, licensed, both commercial
and residential. $16.00 off on repairs. 1-718-352-4600, 1-516-352-4600.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 1-212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

DAISY DOODLE — Magic Shows, Dance Parties, Disney, Toddlers, Princess, Pirate,
Barbie, Harry Potter, balloons, facepainting, crafts, holiday shows. 1-212-501-4828. .

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 1-212-935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 1-212-759-9042.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE — Dolores Green. 1-212-223-4077.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS - Color Views of Tram and Lighthouse Park;
sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check payable to The WIRE to 531
Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail address (if available). Questions:
1-212-826-9055. Sorry, no phone or credit card orders.

NOTARY PUBLIC - 1-212-935-7534.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references. Free
estimate. 1-212-751-8214.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water your
plants, pick up your mail, etc. 1-212-751-8214.

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service

with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Services include Bonding, Veneers, ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment;
MetLife, Cigna, Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare, Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

] = £
VISA MasteCard E
i — . |

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 24 years
501 Main Street » 1-212-752-8722

Announcing...

by Seth Kaufman

SPORTSWIRE

Basketball The standings in the Youth Program’s Winter Basketball League are:
11-13 Division 14-16 Division

Red 30 Orange 3-1
Green 2-1 Green 22
Orange 12 Red 22
Blue 03 Blue 1-3

11-13 Division: In action from February 15, Green defeated Orange in a very close game,
46-44. Green was led by Joshua Cushnie with 24 points, while Emilio Estevez also had a
great game, scoring 20. Joshua Hart of Orange was the game’s leading scorer with 27 points,
while Mark Anderson added 10, and David Dinkens added 7.

In the other game that day, Red defeated Blue 46-42 to remain undefeated. Austin Lee led
Red with 27 points, while Darren Roy and Joshua Marshall added 6 each. Riki Bonano led
Blue with 17 points, while LeQuan Francis added 10, and Adrian Gordon had 6.

14-16 Division: In action from the third week of the season, Orange defeated Blue 65-48.
Sika Franco had 27 points to lead Orange, while Paul Brown added 18. Andrew Rousseau
led three players in double figures for Blue with 22 points. DeShawn Pearson added 12
points and Lamar Burrows added 10.

In the other game that day, Green defeated Red 65-59. Anthony Simmons led Green with
26 points, while Steven Morgan added 14, and Dan Moraru added 12. Chris Chatman had a
game-high 31 points to lead Red. Fabian Williams added 12 for Red, which dropped into a
first-place tie with Orange and Green at 2-1.

In the fourth week of the season, on February 14, Blue defeated Red 81-65 for its first win,
while Orange defeated Green 69-58. Orange moved into sole possession of first place with
its victory over Green and Red’s loss to Blue. Lamar Burrows had a game-high 27 points,
leading four Blue players in double figures. Andrew Rousseau had 21 points, Deshawn
Pearson had 15, and John McNeil had 12 for Blue. Fode Bah led Red with 22 points, while
Matthew Brodsky added 16, and Remy Armenakis had 10.

In the other game that evening, Sika Franco led first-place Orange with 24 points, while
Shirome Dixon added 18, and Paul Brown had 17. Anthony Simmons led Green in scoring for
the second week in a row with 22 points, while Dan Moraru had 12, and Steven Morgan
added 10.

i QLywPi ¢ CAR  SERVI CE

1 Alldiscounts included in airport fares:
w:.‘ JFK $27 « LGA $12 * Newark $55
PR On all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $20

$2 off any fare over $20
Clip & Save this Coupon

"Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

1- 718- 626- 8000

Saturday Hours

That’s right. We’ve been listening to what the Roosevelt Island community has to
say about its needs in financial services, so we’re adding Saturday morning hours
while keeping the rest of our schedule intact. Now, the Better Way to Bank isn’t a

bank at all. It’s your neighborhood Credit Union.

r—— Montauk Hours ——-

| Monday-Wednesday & Friday I
| Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. |
: Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs :
| Thursday |
| Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m. |
| Doors open until 7:30 |
| Saturday |
|  Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon |
| ATM 24/7 » NYCE affiliate |

Free checking » Competitive interest on savings accounts
Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor
559 Main Street « Phone 1-212-643-3900 Fax 1-212-588-1123

ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA




JOLSONS
WINES & LIQUORS

22-24 31st STREET
ASTORIA, NY 11105

Telephone 1-718-728-2020

Fax 1-718-956-8910
(Last stop on the “N” train)

FINE IMPORTED
AND DOMESTIC WINES
FORALL OCCASIONS

VISIT OUR TEMPERATURE-CONTROLLED FINE WINE CELLAR

.............vv..e..s.F;é.c.i.a.".Z.eui}l............:
¢ l—loliJaq Gqct Bas'iets
* Corpora{:e C;i]cbs
o Weclclings and B’Piolal S]nowem Ca’cerecj

o Driva’ce Da‘r*ties Cate'r’eJ
i ‘Ba‘r’tenoling Sevvices

GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE

FREE DELIVERY TO ROOSEVELT ISLAND
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
CONTACT US ON THE INTERNET - jolsonwines@yahoo.com
or WINEDETECTIVE@HOTMAIL.COM

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street » Roosevelt Island « 1-212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp and school
physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday « 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday « 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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Snow!

Not at all the weather for shopping,
or even staying out longer than you
have to. Fortunately, there’s good
food and a friendly atmosphere just
steps away, here at Trellis, where

your meal and a smile await your
arrival, morning, afternoon, and
evening. Keep warm with us.
Come on in!
See you at Trellis...

1-212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

We will feed and lovingly care for |
your cat while you are away. We will |
make sure your pet is safe and I

I
o% |n happy in his or her own home. Will |
: also help with mail, plants, etc. :
Excellent references. Call us at
: P EAC E 1-212-751-8214. :
L 4

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine

(Internal Medicine)
Health Plans
Accepted
32-BJ - _ )
Aetna/USHealthcare 1 2 1 2 Medicare
Empire Blue Cross 83 2_23 1 0 .
CIGNA Now accepting
HIP Oxford Medicare
Oxford
501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available - Use What You

Ha (&
Bua[get Opriented v

Time-saving

Eurniture
Up/vo/ste-r'q, S/ipcove-r's
\%//pape-r' (C;H ﬁaér:’c
Carpef ((;-« Area /ngs

A// W'nc/ow Feafments
1C/oor é« ﬁrrace 77/es

Ll'gltu‘:ing

arpentry
Kl’fcrl')en /Qenovm‘:ion
Dainf (C_;—« 7Caux ﬁinl's:tles
A// Accessorl’es
C/oset Design

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

No jol) too small
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FEATURING LA SQUISITA FINE ITALIAN PRODUCTS! &2

LA SQUISITA ITALTAN PRODUCTS are among the highest quality
Imported from Italy. Their tomatoes are from the fertile soil of Southern
Italy, renowned for growing the best in ALL of Italy. Their Extra Virgin
Olive Oil is made from the finest hand-harvested olives and cold-pressed
for a traditional acidity of less than 1%! The BalsamicVinegar is aged in Fine
Oak Barrels. For a real taste treat, try their delicious Red Peppers. You will
love them. At GRISTEDE’S, We DELIVER The BEST For LESS! Si Mangia Bene.

COME SEE THE DIFFERENCE! John Catsimatidis, Chairman & CEO

LA SQUISITA \/ LA SQUISITA (LA SQUISITA /LA SQUISITA

Peeled | Red Roasted Extra Virgin | Balsamic
Tomatoes Peppers Olive Oil 8| Vinegar §

= $ = 6 Great
) ey Salad'
& J 1 liter bottle ™

17 oz.
: 2. DOMINICK’S VODKA AND MARINARA SAUCES. 9 9

P For over 40 years, Dominick’s Restaurant on Arthur
“Avenue in the Bronx has been dedicated to serving the finest
food. Every morning they choose the finest ingredients from local
markets to prepare family Italian specialties and serve their cus-

tomers. We are pleased to make available to you their delicious 32'2
sauces prepared in the same manner. Mangia E Buon Appetite. Jar
GRISTEDE’S IS BRINGING DOWN ORGANIC PRODUCE PRICES IN NEW YORK!
Qrganic \Qrganic \ Qoanic |Sainoen
Bananas Broccoll Carrots Poos
[35:555)\$ 9o L

NIC F 00 IT’S GRISTEDE’S'

‘Health Valley\( Horizon )
Organic Oat Organic
All Varieties All Varieties Fla es cereal PUddI“s

99¢ . $D9%
PHILADELPHIA BBQ CHICKENS - - -$°299

New Yorkers have told us that GRISTEDE’S has the best BarBQue chickens in town. Not only Only
are they the best tasting, but the best price in town. Better than Boston. You Be The Judge! eac

| | GRISTEDE'S MEGA VALUE COUPON || | GRISTEDE'S MEGA VALUE COUPON I

( Stoneyfield " (Horizon
Farm Orgamc Organic
Yogurt = Mil

// I

urchase. Can not be used in conjunction

Li with additional $50 urchase. Can not be used in conjunction

imit oned) r famﬂE Limit oneé)er famllE with additional $50tP
I with the IGT Card. Excludes cigarettes, Io ery tickets, phone cards, & Pharmacy. Good Il withthel Card. Excludes cigarettes, lottery tickets, phone cards, & Pharmacy. Good |
L only at: GRISTEDE'S on Roosevelt Island. Valid 2/22/G3-3/1/03 msw] L only at: GRISTEDE'S on Roosevelt Island. Valid 3/2/03-3/8/03 msw]




