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The Acting President of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation, Patrick
Siconolfi, discussed a wide range of issues with WIRE reporters Wednesday.
A partial transcript appears on page 8.

Maple Tree Group Urges
Resident Pressure for an
Elected RIOC Board

The Maple Tree Group (MTG)
urged Roosevelt Islanders to cam-
paign for community “self-gover-
nance” on Sunday afternoon, Feb-
ruary 23.

Some 65 to 70 residents heard
David Bauer, founde r of the group,
describe five years of effort to pro-
duce and pass legislation that
would eliminate gubernatorial ap-
pointments to the Board of Direc-
tors of the Roosevelt Island Oper-
ating Corporation (RIOC). Bauer
explained that the effort culminated
in a new law signed by the Gover-
nor in September — “not what we

Briefly...

Monday is Irish Night at River
Music. Story, page 12.

Engine Company 261, the
Island’s second-response FDNY
unit, is threatened again by City
budget cuts. Story, page 14.

There’s a new stop sign for north-
bound drivers at the turnaround,
which was recently reopened.

RIOChas RFPs out on Blackwell
House and Good Shepherd Chapel.
Stories, pages 9 and 13.

Subway station escalators are to
be replaced in2004. Story, page 14.

Even before final approval, the
Octagon Apartments have won a
huge tax break from the State.
Story, page 13.

wanted” — to give appointed resi-
dents a majority of the seats on the
Board. “We would like to move on
to the nextstep,” Bauer said, refer-
ring to a Board seating a majority
ofelected residents rather than ap-
pointed residents.

See MTG, page 13

RIOC Gets a Red-Tape Cutter,
Promising Openness, as Chief

News analysis by Robert Laux-Bachand

Patrick Siconolfi became the Act-
ing President and Chief Operating
Officer of the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation on Febru-
ary 4, after the RIOC Board sus-
pended President Robert H. Ryan
and asked fora State investigation
of extravagant bonuses that Ryan
was reported to have awarded to
himselfand 14 other RIOC employ-
ees for their volunteer work at
ground zero. Ryan was placed ona
60-day paid administrative leave.

In taking over for Ryan, at least
on atemporary basis, Siconolfi, 52,
appearsto be playinga familiar role,
one that began when he came to
Roosevelt Island in December,
1999. Siconolfi was widely viewed
atthe time as a troub leshooter who
would straighten out the Island’s
finances after several years of tur-
moil. Direct State subsidies had
ended and RIOC was making the
transition to becominglargely self-
supporting.

In generating surpluses for the
pastthree years, Siconolfi fulfilled
the promise that Ryan made when

he introduced him as Chief Finan-
cial Officer and Vice President of
financial affairs three years ago:
that he was “bringing quality
people to work on Roosevelt Is-
land.”

managing a campaign that cata-
pulted anobscure Republican State
Senator, George E. Pataki, into one
of the nation’s most powerful gov-
erorships. Siconolfi, at the time,
was laboring in the Office of Rent

weekwith The WIRE:

day, will be eliminated.

per hour for performances.

Chapel.

News McNuggets

Patrick Siconolfi made these announcementsin his interview this
* Permit fees for the use of picnic sites on the Island, now $25 per

* Fees for use of the Ramati pier on the west channel esplanade
near the subway station, will be eliminated. The fee had been $25

* Further restoration work will be done on the Good Shepherd
* Blackwell House restoration work is out for bids.

* The doors at Motorgate will be replaced to conform with ADA
requirements (Americans with Disabilities Act).

Now Ryan’s appointee has be-
come his successor. The difference
between the two men is striking,
and perhaps instructive, as Island-
ers ponder the possibility that Ryan
will not return. In 1994, Ryan was

Group Plans “Mission Paper” for PSD

Roosevelt Island’s public safety issue just won’t
go away. The issue, to be precise, of Roosevelt
Island’s Public Safety Department (PSD).

Lastweek, the Roosevelt Island Committee of Com-
munity Board 8 (CBS) spent two hours on the subject,
concluding with an informal decision to create a mis-
siondescription for the Department. Complaintsaired
at the meeting — or referred to in passing — centered
on whether PSD is effective and on whether the de-
partment, as a whole, knows what it should do to be
effective in the eyes of residents.

One key complaint airedby RIRA Common Council
member Byron Gaspard, a frequent critic of PSD, was
that there is no job description and no contract spell-
ing out the Department’sduties. Thatled toa conclu-
sion, reached without a vote, that a group of residents
should create such a description, then seek ways to
hold PSD to the performance standard it sets forth.

The work is to be undertaken by RISK, the Roosevelt
Island Safety Kommittee, in cooperation with resident
representatives of the apartmentbuildings on the Island.

RISK is proposing that the mission description would
become the basis for a kind of watchdog committee.
According to Gaspard, it would include residents,
housing management companies, and the RIOC Board,
in an attempt to include all stakeholders. A key ele-

ment would be a citizens’ review board. But partici-
pants in the meeting were quickto point outthat, in its
present configuration, PSD reports only to RIOC, the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation. RIOC’s
Board of Directors would presumablyhave to agree to
any plan under which residents would do performance
reviews on PSD.

Patrick Stewart,a RIOC Board member and former
president of the Roosevelt Island Residents Associa-
tion (RIRA), seemed to agree with the notion of bet-
ter-delineated responsibilities for PSD. “I would rec-
ommend creating a sample contract that RISK believes
would be what citizens canexpect from Public Safety,”
hesaid. “That would be asort of benchmark [saying]
‘here’s what the residents require; here’s what vari-
ous people have agreed to, over time.””

With the departure of RIOC Board member Joan
Dawson, which was effective March 1, Stewart may
become chair of the RIOC Board’s Public Safety Com-
mittee, and be in a position to influence the overall
direction of PSD.

Proponents of the contract plan favored forming
the committee or committees first, however, then hav-
ing the committees draw up a kind of “bill of expecta-
tions.“ Stewart responded, “I’m trying to take an or-

SeePSD, page 7

Administration of the state Division
of Housing and Community Re-
newal, a huge housing and devel-
opment agency that is now respon-
sible for regulating rents in 1.2 mil-
lion privately-owned units.

One man is a politician, given to
bluster and salty language and un-
solicited blow-by-blow war stories
about bruising election campaigns
and press tactics and old govern-
ment development schemes. The
other, a native of the Bronx, could
be called a technocrat, an architect
by degree (from the very demand-
ing Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute in Troy, New York), who tends
to deploy generalities unless
brought up against one or another
ofareporter’sabrupt “5SW’s.” Then
he is precise and illuminating, and
quite capable of imparting an effec-
tive spin on a topic in an open and
friendlymanner.

In interviews, Ryan would joust
with the pressand run out the clock
in extra innings. Siconolfi, in his
first sit-down with The WIRE as
Acting President this week, set a
time limit of 30 minutes and suc-
cessfully sidestepped most of the
blue-sky topicsthathad been build-
ing up on matters of Island devel-
opment for the past several months.
Any discussions of the State In-
spector General’s inquiry into

See Siconolfi, page 8

Abe Shulman, Island’s Eldest, Holocaust Survivor, Is Dead at 99

Abe Shulman died last week, days after attaining the age

0f99.

Hehad lapsed into acoma in December shortly after a fall
at his son’s home in New Jersey. He was soon transferred
froma New Jersey hospital tothe Goldwater campus of Coler-
Goldwater. His daughter, Zophia, said, “Ifhe was to die, he
would want it to be on his beloved Roosevelt Island.”

Abe Shulman’s wife died at the hands of Nazis in Ger-
many, in 1942. He was a Holocaustsurvivor, asare hischil-
dren. Inthe course of hislong life, he was a soccer player, an
actor who performed with his wife in Jewish theater, and “a
Democrat, a liberal” who was proud to have a great-grand-
son serving the United States in the Mideast with the 82nd

Airborne, according to Zophia.

He was President-for-life of the mutual aid society formed
by himself and others who came to the United States after
World War II under the Truman Doctrine. He was buried

this week on Staten Island in a portion of a cemetery main-

tained by that mutual aid society.

The WIRE published this profile in 2001, and we repeatit
here in fond memory of a man who was not just the eldest
among us, but also an icon and an institution.

history.”

ber 8, 1948.

by Anusha Shrivastava (from The WIRE, June 2, 2001)

Heis ashort man with alongmemory. Abraham Shulman, 97, remembers events
that are set on three continents, span close to ten decades, and use two World
Wars as bookmarks. The pictures in his mind’s eye include a ghetto in Warsaw, a
concentration camp in Lodz, Poland, and a slave-labor camp in A ustria.

Sitting upright on a chair in his ninth-floor studio apartment in Eastwood,
Shulman could easily pass as a 75-year-old man. It is as ifhe aged up to a point —
and then stopped. Time does not seem to have much meaning for him anymore.

He stoopsslightly when he walksbut he does notuse a walking stick. His frame
issmall, his face bright, and he speaks with long pauses. “History,” says Shulman,
as he gets up to pull out papers from five plastic bags, “these bags are full of

He takes them out one by one, handling them gently and with fondness. A lease
agreement for a six-bedroom apartmentin the Bronx, dated 1946. Three diplomas
for evening classes from a high school in Brooklyn from the 1950s. Black and
white pictures of his family inPoland. Then, the one document thathelped change
his life— a certificate from the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society that sponsored his
immigration tothe U.S. and recorded the date of his travel from Austria as Novem-

“The 42nd Rainbow Division of the U.S. Army liberated me in 1945,” recalls
Shulman. “The Russians liberated my son Louis and daughter Zophia at about

See Shulman, page 6
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DHCR as Cavalry

A quiet, benign coup has apparently been in
progress atthe RooseveltIsland Operating Cor-
poration since February 4, when the Board met
to send President Robert H. Ryan packingand
installed Patrick Siconolfi as Acting President.

Why would a coup be necessary? It’s be-
cause of the absurd system under which
Roosevelt Island is managed — from Albany —
with no local control.

Legal and administrative personnel have
been brought over from DHCR to assume roles
at 591 Main Street. It’s not yet clear how long
they're expected to stay, nor how comprehen-
sive their takeover may be. What is clear is
that DHCR Deputy Commissioner Marybeth
Labate, whose responsibilities include Roosevelt
Island and the chairing of RIOC Board meet-
ings, had simply had it. When Ryan’s exces-
sive grab of bonuses based on post-9/11 “volun-
teer” work came to light, the opportunity arose
to depose Ryan, the Governor’s associate and ben-
eficiary of his patronage.

This is a simple extension of the move former
DCHR Commissioner Joe Lynch found it neces-
sary to make when he took over the chair at
RIOC Board meetings during the time of Dr.
Jerome Blue. Like Ryan, Blue was a political-
buddy appointee of Governor George Pataki
through their shared bond of indebtedness to
then-Senator AlD’Amato. Like Ryan, Blue was
acting under the authority of the Governor,
badly, and he sorely needed the checks andbal-
ances of political life. Lynch brought them.

But thosechecks and balances would be part
of ordinary political life had Blue and Ryan re-
ported to alocally-elected RIOC Board.

They didn’t. Under the protective umbrella
ofthe State Administration, free to ignore elected
representatives at both City and State levels,
they abused the powers of the RIOC Presidency,
largely ignoring the community, letting the ba-
sics go, and promoting wrong-headed develop-
ment ideas (remember the Marriott Twin Tow-
ers and the minischool condos?). The RIOC
Board, also appointed by the Governor, rarely
found means or motivation to exercise serious
control.

Over the past six and half years, then, the
RIOC Presidency became a home for loose artil-
lery with the right political connection to stay in
office and keep firing hot cannonballs across the
deck.

So we can welcome this coup because it’s a
chance to set many things right, and Acting
President Siconolfi seems determined to do just
that on many fronts — particularly in terms of
repairing and rebuilding management’s relation-
ships with residents. Ryan has 28 days to goon
his 60-day paid absence and, as a matter of form
andlegal caution, the word is that heis just on
leave while the Inspector General checks things
out. But nobody seriously expects him back. So
whathappensin these remaining four weeks may
tell us just how complete 1s DHCR’s re-assertion
of control the chain of command gives it.

Wehaven'tyet encountered an Islander who
1s upset by all this. Nor is The WIRE. The
result appears to be right, for now, and the only
real question is what took you so damned long?

What took so damned longis that Ryan was
a satellite orbiting around Governor George
Pataki. Inthe face of that gravitational bond,
the RIOC Board needed some genuinely repul-
sive act to assert itself. Never mind that RIOC

hadbeenblundering along for six and a half years
under Blue and Ryan. Never mind that basic
maintenance was neglected. Never mind that
aflood of mixed signals about development were
confusing consultants hired to market what
properties remain that might be developed.
Never mind that what could have been solid
working relationships with City Council Speaker
Gifford Miller, Assemblymember Pete Grannis,
and Senator Olga Mendezhad turned from rude
to rancid to rancorous when they might have
been nurtured tothe benefit of the Island. Never
mind thatno reasonable development plan has
been put forward to replace the General Devel-
opment Plan, which — never mind — seemed to
be scrapped. Andnever mind thatthe genuine
creative opportunity of making this wonder-
ful Island community a powerful showcase to
the world was lost for more than a half-decade.

The RIOC Board, and Labate, ignored all
those things until a smoking gun presented it-
self. Below the surface, lots of guns that mis-
fired or smoked only a little were allowed to pass
because of Blue’s and Ryan’s connection with
Pataki. The standard of performance in the
RIOC Presidency became not doing anything
totally awful rather than leading Roosevelt Is-
land to new heights of excellence.

Who sets the bar so low? Why do we ask so
little of political appointees? Why do they ask
so little of themselves?

Thischange is achance for a new start. We
may be happy that DHCR steppedin, even while
unhappy about the half-decade of decay and disor-
ganization it took to getto work on the problems.

We can applaud a number of actions Patrick
Siconolfi has taken to make the relationship be-
tween RIOC and the community better, even
while welament that a half-decade passed while
that relationship foundered. Andnow...

Now, we might hope for a truly open RIOC
working in partnership with those who dwell
here — not just a passive-aggressive “well, my
door is always open” response — the standard
answer, in thepast, toeverything from nagging
concerns to inspired initiatives.

Now, we might hope for aradically retooled
RIOC that asks more of itself — that recognizes
the opportunities inherent in rising above the
disengaged, the ordinary, and the safe.

Now, we might hope for an open-armed re-
ception to reasonable suggestions and chronic
complaints alike, to the point where soaring
ideas are encouraged. We might hopethat RIOC
will tap the human resources in this commu-
nity for all they can offer — connecting, listen-
ing, cooperating, leading.

And one more thing: Let’s hope a lesson
has been learnedin Albany. The lesson, for the
Governor, is this: Don’tinsult us by treating
Roosevelt Island as a personnel dump for minor
leaguers not ready for prime time. Don’t send
us another of your political debtsfor on-the-job
training as President of RIOC. Instead, cutyour
losses and turn the current astounding embar-
rassment into a political and governmental op-
portunity. Recognize that the only sensible way
to manage Roosevelt Island is through the power
of thelocal ballot box, expressed by the people
who have made theirhomeshere. How?

Here’s how: Move forward now on legisla-
tion for an elected RIOC Board empowered to
hire professional community management.

DL
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To the Editor:

It has been exactly one month to
the day since we left Roosevelt Is-
land. Our “turbine evaluation ves-
sel” may have weighed anchor
thirty days ago, but we of Verdant
Power have not. Our affections re-
main tethered to “The Island.”

We recall numerous accounts of
courtesy, friendliness, and hospi-
tality extended to us during our
month of camping out in recre-
ational vehicles beneath the
Roosevelt Island Bridge. January
may have been an unseasonably
cold month for sleeping under your
bridge and working on your river,
but it was far surpassed by the ex-
traordinary warmth we received
from your community.

Such areception made our work
thatmuch more pleasurable and the
operation of our demonstration
project that much more gratifying.
In fact, the results from that opera-
tion of our tidal-energy turbine ex-
ceeded our expectations. That
means we will be returning to
Roosevelt Island to install a small
underwater field of these turbines
to generate electricity.

Needless to say, we can hardly
wait to get back. Your community
has made it easy for us to call it our
second home. Thank you!

Trey Taylor
President
Verdant Power LL.C

More letters on page 11

[etters

To the Editor:

InhislastRIRA columnMatthew
Katz tells of his participation in an
anti-war rally intended to send a
message: “Mr. President, this war
on Iraq is the wrong war against
the wrong enemy at the wrong
time.” One might ask of Mr. Katz
what he would consider the right
war against the right enemy at the
right time? Presumably, those cri-
teria would applyto the war against
Japan after we were attack ed with-
out warning on December 7, 1941.
Would the Gulf War to drive
Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait
meet Mr. Katz’s criteria? If not,
should we have allowed Saddam
Hussein to remain unopposed in
Kuwait with his eye next on Saudi
Arabia? Ifthe Gulf War does meet
the specified criteria, is notthe next
use of force to oppose Saddam
Hussein simply a logical extension
of the Gulf War? Does anyone
doubt that the world would be a
better, safer place if Saddam
Husseinwere notrulingIraq? Even
those who marched with Mr. Katz
could hardly disagree with that
statement. The real question is,
should we take action now against
Saddam Hussein or wait and hope
that somehow, some way he will
become less of a threatto his neigh-
bors and to the United States?

Perhaps the anti-war marchers
feel that while Saddam Hussein has
demonstrated he is a threat to his

See Baehler, page 11

Guest Shot

David

I have read with much interest
comments by the editor and others
in The WIRE (February 8,2003) and
on Website NYCI0044
(www.nyc10044.com) concerning the
current push for “self-governance”
on Roosevelt Island. I would like
to correct some misimpressions and
then offer some views, if [ may.

First, recent legislationextending
a RIOC Board majority to Island
residents is notthe most important
piece of legislation in the Island’s
history. That
title mustbelong
to the act which
created RIOC it-
self, which was
passed through
the efforts of
many residents
at that time
through efforts
notdissimilar to
those now be-
ing extended by
MTG. Prior to
that, this Island
was run by a
couple of face-

Kraut

rents in order to maintain and op-
erate Island services, and that’s
about all. The further we develop,
the more money we have with
which to maintain and operate.
That is how the corporation is cur-
rently constituted.

Mr. Katz in The WIRE and as
quoted at Sunday’s meeting, now
joined by Mr. Bauer, referred to
“self-government” for this commu-
nity. In his WIRE column, Katz
made reference to “local, elected
governme nt
similar to any
other small town
in America.” But
we are not a
town: we are a
State-spon-
sored develop-
ment project on
an Island be-
longing to the
City of New
York. We have
no property
rights, exceptin-
sofar as some
people are

less strangers in
a room some-
where, with no
Board oversight

David Kraut was President of the
Residents Association 1992-94, and
is a current resident member of the
Board of Directors of the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation (RIOC).

Mitchell-Lama
CO-0p owners.
We have no tax
rights. Wehave

ofanykind. The
RIOC act established a Board, al-
though with a minority ofIsland resi-
dents. The current legislation pro-
vides for a majority of residents. Itis
an increment, notarevolution.

I was pleased to see the editor as
wellas Mr. Bauerin his quoted com-
ments referto RIOC and the ques-
tion in general as one of “manage-
ment” or “operation” of this Island,
notone of “government,” because,
in fact, RIOC’s current mandate is
to “develop, operate, and maintain”
... but not to govern. An off-Island
Board member recently described
the corporation as “a development
company” and he was not too far
wrong. As currently constituted,
RIOC raises funds from ground

no courts nor
judges nor justices. No one here
can perform a marriage, register a
birth or do a post-mortem. Our ba-
sic services such as schools and
fire protection and first-response
police protection are all provided
by the City of New York. Such so-
cial services as are available here
are mostly funded by the City. We
do not issue bonds nor could we
possibly issue bonds as we have
no “faith and credit.” We have no
credit of any kind because, as I
mentioned, we donot tax. We have
in fact no standing as a town and it
is highly unlikely that the City
would let us leave the municipality
and so establish ourselves. And

See Kraut, page 14



I’d like to start off with some ku-
dos for some folks who have en-
hanced life here on Fantasy Island.
First, my thanks to the RIOC main-
tenance staff for dealing so effec-
tively with the Blizzard of 2003. I've
been aware of a concerted effortto
improve snow and ice removal, cul-
minating in the Herculean task of
dealing with two feet of snow over
the Presidents’ Birthday weekend.
Let’s hope that our winter woes are
behind us, and that the damage to
our streets and sidewalks is negli-
gible. Also, you may have noticed
that Tony Capobianco Field is
again designated as such with the
return of signage on the chain-link
fence. This is very appropriate and
very welcome. And a tip of the hat
toDoryne Isley, Carolda Silva, and
RIHMC for restoring a public bul-
letin board to the 625 Main Street
laundry room. This Westview ad-
dress had the distinction of being
the only residential building on
Roosevelt Island without a public
bulletin board. 1 spend a signifi-
cant portion of my time, tape dis-
penser in hand, hanging posters all
over the Island for one thing or an-
other, and nowmy neighbors can sell
asofa or seek a lost pussycat intheir
own environs. Way to go!

Not everything on Roosevelt Is-
land proceeds with the same alac-
rity, however. We are entering the
twenty-first month since the
Westview swimming pool and
health club closed, ostensibly to
repair a botched paint job. After a
year and a half of seeking DHCR
approvals, a new liner was installed
(the work took about amonth) and
there the pool sits, sparkling and
pristine, filled with water but not
with people. It seems that the
American Leisure Company de-
clined to continue managing the
pool at the offered rate of reim-
bursement. And so, bids will now
be put out, requiring DHCR approv-
als that will require x number of
weeks? months? to complete.
Westview residents were asked to
revive the dormant pool committee
for the purpose of advising Hous-
ing Management on a new fee
structure andnew operating hours,
and we have done so under the
leadership of Maureen and Felix
Santella. RIHMC General Manager
Doryne Isley has told us that the
approval process will be put on a
“fast track,” and the current expec-
tation is an opening some time in
April. This health facility will be
offered to every resident of
Roosevelt Island at attractive rates,
and I’ll keep you informed as this

process wends its interminable way
towards completion.

Y’know, I getso damn frustrated
when I see the hard work of my
neighbors trashed by the unthink-
ing actions of a few idiots. Another
of the terrific “History Walk”
plaques, this one in front of the

The
RIRA
Column

M&D Deli, has been vandalized by
some jerk with too much time on
his hands. The project was con-
ceived by Eagle Scout Neil Tandon
and built with the support of our
Historical Society and RIOC. The
first one to be destroyed was in
frontof PS/IS 217. If you see some
resident bozo fouling his own nest
by destroying something useful or
beautiful, please make it your busi-

Matthew Katz
Residents Association President
e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

ness toreport thecrime (@nd itis crimi-
nal behavior) to Public Safety ASAP.
I'met with the acting RIOC presi-
dent, Patrick Siconolfi, last week to
establisharelationship with the new
administration and to get some an-
swers to my questions and yours.
RIRA First Vice President Steve
Marcus and Government Relations
Vice President Margie Smith accom-
panied me. Pat was flanked by his
brand-new assistant, Sari Dickson.
Our first order of business was
towishthe new RIOC team the very
best of luck. I made it clear that my
preference for Island governance
was still a system of elected repre-
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sentation, but that we hold consid-
erablerespect for Pat’s knowledge
and integrity. I stated that I in-
tended to report back to my con-
stituents in these pages whatever
information he was prepared to
share withus, especially in answer
to those questions you have given
me to raise with RIOC. Pat, quite
logically, said that RIOCis under-
going a restructuring and that, un-
tilthe dustsettles, many ofmy ques-
tions would need to be put on hold.

I asked ifhis appointment to the
presidency was permanent or in-
terim, and Siconolfi said that he
couldn’t comment. His predeces-
sor, Robert Ryan, ison a 60-day “‘ad-
ministrative leave,” and sol expect
that any comment mightbe consid-
ered premature. He expressed an
interest in producing a column for
this newspaper to share his
thoughts with the community. I
hope that he willdo so and make it
an ongoing feature in 7he WIRE.
Aslong as it doesn’t curtail my col-
umn inches of ripe blather, that is.

We discussed the need for a bet-
ter understanding of Public
Safety’srole. We “blue-skied” vari-
ous options for the policing of
Roosevelt Island and recalled the
days when Main Street long-term
parking wasnotallowed. Itseemed
evident that Siconolfi was willing
to consider any and all ideas that
might enhance Island life.

Margie and Steve came with a list
of “nuisance issues;” small items
that make us all crazy. They include
the restrictions on picture-taking
around the Island, the charges to
residents for playing fields and pic-
nic-area barbecues, the placement
of bus stops (especially at the sub-
way) and the perennial hassle in
getting streetlights fixed. Siconolfi
is reviewing our concerns and I ex-
pect answers to our questions in
short order. Two pieces of good
news: The vehicularturn-around just
south of Blackwell House isnow up
and running, so southbound traffic
is no longer required to drive down
to the Tram in order to reverse direc-
tion and head north. Also, the doors
to Motorgate are in the process of
being restored; verywelcome if you
are seeking shelter while waiting for
a busatGristede’s.

Over the past year, Pat and I did
mucho fthe heavy lifting in the ne-
gotiations between the Transit Au-
thority and RIOC for the Tram
MetroCard. Everyone is pleading
poverty these days, butI hope we
will be able to resurrect the discus-
sions and convince the TA that
finding a solution is in the best in-
terests ofall New Yorkers. As Pat
has said, the Tram deficit is a sig-
nificant portion of the RIOC finan-
cial picture, but ishardly a “round-
ing error” in the TA’s billion-dollar
budget. It’sa year since I broached
this subject, but if the incentive is
still there inRIOC and Mr. Reuter’s
Transit Authority, I’ mstill game to
give it a shot. Stay tuned.

There are so many questions to
be answered. Inapost-9/11 world,
what is the nature of Roosevelt
Island’s emergency and disaster
planand shouldresidents be famil-
iar with it? Should there be a
defibrillator and trained personnel
on the Island and where should the
device be kept? Who writes grant
proposals for RIOC that might
bring special sources of revenue to
Roosevelt Island? Does the RIOC
public relations department still ex-
ist, who runs it, and what are its
responsibilities? Many initiatives,
some from RIRA and some from
other Island organizations like the
Chamber of Commerce, will remain
in stasis while RIOC stabilizes and
reinvents itself. I'm looking forward
to building on the work that has
come before to create a concerted
Island effortthat will result in all of
us pulling in the same direction. I
candream,can’t I?
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COMING UP

— This Weekend —
Gallery RIVAA hours Saturdayand Sunday, 11:00-5:00.

— The Coming Week —
River Music’s Eighth Annual Roosevelt Island Irish Night with Brian

Conway, fiddle; John Nolan, button accordion; Felix
Dolan, piano; and the dancersof the Tir N Gael School
of Irish Dancing; and Irish folksongs by Julie Glaub;
Chapel ofthe Good Shepherd, Mon., Mar. 10, 6:00 p.m.
Admission free; $8 contribution appreciated.
Toastmasters public speaking group. Visitors wel-
come. Information: 1-212-759-0396. Mon., Mar. 10,

800p.m.

Mitc hell- Lama Housing Forum —Showdown 2003,
Chapel of the Good Shepherd (downstairs), Tue., Mar.

11,730 p.m.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Mar. 13, 9:30 a.m.

Brian anay

Agenda items include creation of a real-estate development advisory
committee, and a request for public-purpose funding from the Roosevelt

Island Visual Art A ssociation.

PTABook Fair., Sat., Mar. 15,PS/S 217, 10:00a.m.-3:00 p.m.

— Future Events —

Book Discussion — A House for Mr. Biswas, by V.S. Naipaul, Library.
Thur., Mar. 20, 6:30 p.m. Pre-registration no longer required; book avail-

able at the Library.

Performance/Lecture, History of the Guitar, presented by Antoinette
Davis, Library, Sat., Mar.22, 11:00a.m.

The Main Street WIRE — next
scheduled issue, Sat., Mar. 22.
Deadlines: Advertising in the pa-
per, Fri., Mar. 14; decision onstuffers
for The Bag, Mon., Mar. 17; bag ma-
terials due Thur., Mar. 20. Future
issues: Apr. 12, 26; May 17, 31;
June 14, 28; July 26; August 23;
September 6, 20; October 11, 25;

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@Main StreetWIRE.com or
leave copy atthe lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Provide a telephone number for
possible follow-up.

November 8, 22 (Thanksgiving issue); December 13 (holiday issue).
Phone/fax for news, 1-212-826-9055/755-2540, phone/fax for display
and classified advertising placement and information, 1-212-751-8214/
755-2540. To list your organization’s Island events here, e-mail informa-
tion to ComingUp @Main Stree tWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE,
at the desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone number for follow-up.

RIRA Auction Fund-Raiser, the Senior Center, Sat., Mar. 22, 7:30 p.m.
(Donations of services and new and used goods are now being sought;

call 1-212-644-2142.)

Five Roosevelt Island Poets (and others) reading their works, Gallery
RIVAA, Sun., Mar.23,4:00 pm. Open mike. Free;

suggested donation $5.

7:30 p.m. Free.

B,

AN |

Queensboro Bridge
by Dave Frieder

24,8:00 p.m.

pital, 131 East 76th Street.

Historical Society Presentation — Top of the World

%  slide show and lecture, with pho-
tographer Dave Frieder, Westview
community room, Mon., Mar. 24,

Toastmasters public speaking

group. Visitors welcome. Informa-
tion: 1-212-759-0396. Mon., M ar.

Poet Helen Roht

Forum on Rent Control / Rent Stabilization, Tue.,
Mar. 25, 7.00 p.m., Einhorn Auditorium, Lenox Hill Hos-

Opening Reception for First Anniversary Celebration, Gallery RIVAA,

Sat., Mar. 29, 6:00-9:00 p.m. Free. Gallery hours: Wed.
andFri., 6:00-9:00p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 11:00 am.-5:00p.m.
Information: 1-212-308-6630 or www.rivaa.com. Mixed-
media exhibition, Vernissage II, runs March 29-May4.
RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed.,Apr. 2, 8:00
p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Open to the pub-
lic; public comments invited near start of meeting.

At Gallery RIVAA

Our Lives— Roosevelt Islanders Reminisce: Erin
Feely-Nahem, President of the PTA, Gallery RIVAA, Sun., Apr. 6,4:00

pm.

Senior Center

Monday
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen
12:30, “Oldies” Mo vies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)
Tuesday
9:00-11:00, FreeTax Filing Help
10-11, Dance & Relax
10-11, Latchhook Class
6:30, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)
Wed nesday
9:15, Stay Well
10-12, Elder Craftsmen
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)
Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie

3:00, Computer Class (advance
registration required)

7:00, Dance Class (A dvanced)
Frida

9:30, Yoga Stretch (new time)

1:00, Bridge Class

7:00, Games (RISA)
aturday

7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Mon., Mar. 17, 6:00, St. Patrick’s
Day Party
Thur.,Mar. 27, 3:00, RISA Goes to
the Circus
Fri., Mar. 28 12:30, Birthday Party
June 2-5, Wildwood Trip (three
nights). For information, call
1-212-750-3952.

Home-delivered meals available: 1-212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family? Tax Preparation
Here We Are on Roosevelt Island On Roosevelt Island

Our philosophy: QOur office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service 5%, Off By Mar. 31st

with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their ime at a moderate dental

cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers, ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants. i ]
Office Hours Mon-Fri

10:30AM-7:00PM

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment;
MetLife, Cigna, Aetna,Prudential, USHealthCare, Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Sat. 11:00AM-2:00PM Refund Anticipation
Se habla Espanol! Visa |E&D Loans
Don’tforget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists ACCOUNTABLE FINANCIAL
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7 « Investments MANAGEMENT
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9 IRA’s CORPORATION
Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC . 999 Main Street
) ) « Life and Auto
Treating residents 24 years Insurance ( 2 1 2) 644-8 2 3 1
501 Main Street+ 1-212-752-8722 Call for your appointment_
W,  MOUNT TOM DAY CAMP
\\ // ;
: : Serving Discerning Families with Excellence Since 1955...
— - and Roosevelt Island’s Families for Over 20 Years
// \\ o Located Near Pelham Manor * Red Cross Instructional Swim Program
s ,‘ ! \ \ « Door-to-Door Transportation/Short Commute * Music, Drama and Dance
« Non-Competitive Atmosphere * Tennis Instruction
« All Groups (ages 3-13) led by Professional Educators ¢ Origami and Arts & Crafts
« [Early Childhood Program led by Experienced + Skill Development in Team Sports

Mount Tom Day School Staff * Nature/Science Program

Call Doug Volan or Stan Friedmann, Directors, to enroll,
schedule a visit or for further information.

48 Mount Tom Road New Rochelle, NY 10805 1-914-636-8130 [ llgr@ ACCREDITED j

Web site: MOUNTTOMDAYCAMP.COM CAMP ®
E-Mail: MTTOMCAMP@AOL.COM Amerlcan Camping Association

10 Car S '
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist I L YMP I C AR ERVI C E I

501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island «1-212-753-5505 ! All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $27 « LGA $12 * Newark $55

On all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

'Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

1-718-626-8000

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Don’t wait until the last minute. .
Schedule your child’s camp and school '
physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday * 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday+ 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 -5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

_ BRACES
Expert Tailor
on Premises Roosevelt AREN’T FOREVER,

siwns.  ISland SMILES ARE!
1-212-758-1778 C I ea n e r S We offer free orthodontic consultations to children

and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.
New State of the Art

Dry Cleaning Machine Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

To Serve You Better . .
FAST, Your Neighborhood Cleaners Serving Island residents for over 20 years

EFFICIENT, We Deliver 200 West 57th Street
RELIABLE, 1-212-757-2285
COURTEOUS Free deliveries on orders $15-up
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S TABLisiED 192

Middle States
Accredited

MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD
SCHOOL

AND

EARLY CHILDHOOD
CENTER

(37" Street Between Broadway and 34t Avenue)

REGISTRATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2003
ALL NEW REGISTRATIONS

TUESDAY, APRIL 157 —

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2N° —

THURSDAY, APRIL 3% —

9:00-11:00 AM, 5:30-7:30 PM
9:00-11:00 AM
9:00-11:00 AM, 5:30-7:30 PM

CATHOLIC EDUCATION AT ITS BEST!!!
PRESCHOOL THROUGH GRADE 8

SUNDAY, APRIL 6
10:00 AM-1:00 PM

MOST PRECIOUS
BLOOD SCHOOL

Experience
the

... Difference

i

* Academic Program
+ Spiritual Formation

* School Community

+ Extracurricular Sports
+ Parent Participation
* Special School Programs

For Enrollment Please Call

718.278.4081

: M.P.B :
: Early Childhood Center :

Quality
Developmentally-Oriented,
Family-Centered
Child Care Program
For 2.9- to 5-Year-Olds

Come Grow
}gﬁ With Us!

* Developmentally-Oriented Child Care
* Full-Day or Half-Day Programs

* Fully-Equipped Outdoor Play Yard

» Mixed Age Groupings

* Snack Included

* Open 8AM-5PM

For Enroliment Please Call:

718.626.1040

Busing available for eligible students
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AUCTION!

Saturday
March 212

At the

Senior Center
View Items 6:30
Auction 7:30

CONTACT BY MARCH 15:

Vicki Feinmel: 223-1108
Sandra Morabite: 223-1975

Erin Feely-Nahem: 339-0016 Fay Vass: 755-408%

g

WE WANT YOUR
600DS OR SERVICES!
CALL ONE OF THE

PEOPLE BELOW —
FIND OUT HOW TO

DONATE NOWA

Cookie Lugo: 644-2142

Presented by RIRA

EASTWOOD, ISLAND HOUSE & WESTVIEW:
this could be YOUR HOUSING — G O N E!

COME TO A MITCHELL-LAMA FORUM:

Showdown 2003 — Tuesday, Mar. 11, 7:30 pm

Downstairs at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd
Speaker: Helen Schaub of Tenants and Neighbors Org.

The State Mitchell-Lama program & Federal project-based Section 8
program are important sources of affordable housing in New York.

Showdown 2003 is working 1o get rent-stabilization expanded lo
protect tenants In the event of landlord buy-outs

BRING YOUR QUESTIONS, IDEAS, & CHECKBOOKS —
PARTICIPATE IN SAVING YOUR HOUSING!

Presanted by RIRA

ShUIman from page 1

LB 3 i
Abe Shulman in his 40’s

the same time and we movedto New York
three years later. My wife and a younger
daughter never came back from the concen-
tration campin Treblinka.”

Born in Serokolia, Poland, in 1904,
Shulman’s earliest memories are of life ina
rural township. Helived with seven siblings
ina house builtby his father after their origi-
nal home was burned down in the first World
War. “My mother used to carry me on her
back to take me to a Hebrew school. She
would pack pumpernickel bread with crystal
sugar for me to eat at school,” says Shulman.
“There was a water mill in the village and I
remember being whipped witha leather strap
by my teacher for having gone swimming in
its waters with my friends.”

A more tragic memory is of his parents’
death in 1916. “My mother was not told that
my father had died in the morning. When
hisbodywas being tak en away, she was told
he wasbeing taken to the hospital. The same
evening, she died right after nursing the baby.
I think both my parents died of cholera.”

The family fell apart after that. Shulman’s
oldest sister went to work in Warsaw as a
nurse’s aide while his oldest brother joined the
Czar’sarmy. The baby was giventoa childless
couple, and five other children, including
Abraham, were sent to live with an uncle.

Restless and unhap py, Shulman ran away
to Warsaw to hisoldest sister, who then sent
him to live with a shoemaker’s family in
Grodzisker. Shulman began to work as an
apprentice. At the age of 19, he joined the
Jewish soccer team in his town. Apicture of
this team, torn at the edges, hangs on the
wall of hisapartment. “The team was like my
family,” he says. His son, Louis, 73, says
Shulman’s fondest memoriesare of thattime.
“He is an old man and he forgets a lot but
this period is etched clearly in his mind.”

In1925, Shulman got married and had three
children. He was working as a shoe sales-
manatthe time. “The women drove me crazy
because they could not decide what they

wanted to buy. So I started selling men’s
army boots,” says Shulman.

With the German invasion of Poland in
1939, the Shulman family’s troubles began.
“Our town was bombarded on the first day
itself,” says Louis Shulman. “My father was
anair-raid warden and he herded several fami-
lies into a shelter in Warsaw. The Germans
bombarded Warsaw for three weeks and we
wereburned out. We were forced to evacu-
ate and were taken to a ghetto. When the
Germans discovered my father was a shoe-
maker, they puthim to work.”

Every morning, Abraham Shulman was
escorted out of the ghetto to work for the
Germans and then sentback at night. “Iwas
not allowed to walk inthe middle of the street
and had to take off my hat when I saw a
Germansoldier,” says Abraham Shulman.

On November 9, 1939, a day the older
Shulmanremembers very clearly, 19 men from
the ghetto were rounded up and taken to a
freight train. German soldiers boarded up
the windows and the captives were taken to
an empty kerchief factory in Lodz near War-
saw. “More than 1500 ofus were locked up
in that five-story factory. We were con-
stantly beaten and kicked and had no idea
what would become ofus. Wewere fed rice
soup in which you could count the grains of
rice in the bowl.”” Shulman recounts this ex-
perience with clarity and calm, but it is easy
to tell that it was an experience that altered
his very existence.

Six weeks after being captured, Shulman
was moved to Krakow to a detention camp.
He escaped one night using false documents.
“We moved to Eastern Poland to a town
where people were hiding Jews,” recalls Louis
Shulman. “The Gestapo was raiding towns
for Jews. Itwaslikea
hunt for animals. The
townspeople were
asked to deliver 150
Jews at a time for ex-
ecution, and the first
to be handed in were
refugees like us. There
was constant move-
mentand we wererun-
ning from town to
town to try to save
ourselves.”

In 1942, the family
split up. Abraham
and Louis were sent
to work for the Ger-
mans in Austria.
Abraham repaired
shoes at a veterinar-
ian depot while
Louis tended and
then slaughtered
fowl for the German
soldiers’ meals.
Shulman’s wife,
Hinda, was unable to
work as she had a
small child with her.
Hinda, alongwithher
two daughters,
Zophia and Liebe,
was put on a train to
the Treblinka con-
centration camp. On
the way, Hinda
pushed Zophia, the

older daughter, off the train in an attempt to
save her from certain deathat the camp. Her
ployworked. Atthe end of the war, Abraham
managed to find Zophia in Poland and the
three of them — Abraham, L ouis, and Zophia
—sailed for New York in 1948.

Abraham set up a shoe shop and was
happy to stay in New York, but Zophia
wanted to move to Israel. So, in 1949, father
and daughter went toIsracl. Abraham joined
the Israeli army while Zophia worked as a
nurse’s aide. Abraham preferred his life in
New York and, after a couple of months, re-
turned to the United States. He worked as a
shoemaker, earning $30 per week. Helived
with his son for a few years until Louis had a
second child and the space became too tight.
“I began to work in a button shop in the
garment district,” recalls Abraham. “Many
of my co-workers called me a refugee and
resented the fact that I had been given a
position of responsibility receivingsupplies,
butl did notcare. I worked until 1972 so that
I would be eligible for a pension and now I
get $120 per month from them.”

When he heard about the development on
Roosevelt Island in the early *70s, Shulman
went to the management office, at that time
located at50th Street and Madison. “Afterl
decided to move here, I came to visit every
Sunday to see my building being con-
structed. 1 was one of the first to move in.
Management gave me 123 keys and asked
me to choose the apartment I wanted to live
in. I chose this one because I can see trees
andthe Church from my window.”

Enjoying retired life on the Island, Shulman
says he constantly brushes off his daughter’s
attempts to move him to an assisted-living
facility. “I have a family here. If] don’t go

In his late teens, Shulman
played on this soccer team.
He’s front row, left.

down to the Senior Center to eat on any day,
someone knocks at my door to find out why. I
wantto live my ownlife here.”

A friend and neighbor, Joan Matula, says
Shulman treats everyone he knows like a fam-
ily member. “He is a remarkable man who
worries about everyone. [have known him
for 25 years. Heisa kind man,” says Matula.

Having been through all the hardships he
has, Shulman is a non-religious person.
“Where was God when millions of Jews were
being killed? It is easy saying millions were
killed, but my whole family was wiped out.
They were not just anumber for me. Idon’t
have any philosophy of life. I don’t like to
think about my past. At the end of my life, I
will say to my children and grandchildren
that they should live like I did — an honest,
hardworking life, thatis all.”

Though he shies away from discussing his
beliefs, it is clear that he feels very strongly
about the madness that engulfed the world
during the wars. In a poem he wrote several
years ago, Shulman offers some clues to his
mindset:

They all met the same fate
because of one man's hate.
The agony and pain

must never happen again.

The world must care,
the shame it must bear.
Never forget or forgive
as long as we live

What one man can do,

be he Christian or Jew,
for it could happen to you
and you andyou.




The Main Street WIRE, Sat., Mar. 8, 2003 « 7

520 Main Street (212) 486-8958

The Half-Price
Sale Days

Tuesday, Mar.1
Thursday, Mar. 20

Great Selection of Clothing
and Merchandise

at Rock Bottom Prices

Warmer Within

Bitter? Brutal? What’s your
favorite word to describe this
winter we’ve had? However you
describe it, it’s warmer inside at

Trellis, where the coffee and soup
and the dinner you choose will
warm you. Warm smiles, too, when
we see you coming.

Come on in!
Seeyou at Trellis...

1-212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Store Hours;
Monday-Saturday 12 Noon-7:30 PM

and until 9:00 PM on Thursday Evening Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,

7 days every week. We also deliver.

body buys it. There’s a huge vacuum of ac-
tion. There’s no accountability. There is the
other issue of what they are supposed to be
doing. RIOC should say, ‘Look, this is what
we expectyouguystodo.” RIOC doesn’t. We
can either gripe aboutthe vacuum, or we can,
as residents, come up with something thatdoes
the job that RIOC should be doing. RISK has
done a good job in finding out that there is
nothingonpaper. If we write it, wemight like it.
If we wait forsomebody else to write it, they 're
sure to screw it up.”

NYPD’s 114th Precinct took advantage of
the CB8 committee meeting to introduce
CPOP Officer Thomas Liuzzo, whose beat is
Roosevelt Island. Liuzzo’s supervisor took
afew minutes to discuss allegations of hard-
drug dealing on the Island, and pointed out
that drug enforcement is not the responsi-
bility of a beat officer, but is handled by a
drug enforcement unit. He promised an in-
vestigation of alleged use of the public ar-
eas of residential buildings for drug dealing
. and otherillegal activity.

PSD from page 1

CPOP Officer Thomas Liuzzo,
now assigned to the Island

—
; T A
At the meeting: Byron Gaspard, who favors a renewed defintion of Public Safety responsibilities,
Margaret Gaspard, and Shirley Margolin. A dozen residents and officials attended (right).

ganized approach to this so that there isn’ta
meeting like that Carolyn Maloney meeting
in which everybody was screaming at ev-
erybody else.” Stewart was referring to a
January 25 meeting (reported in The WIRE
February 8) in which U.S. Representative
Carolyn Maloney gathered police and
prosecutorial officials, including Chief James
Fry of Public Safety, for a lightly-attended
mid-day session with residents. “It’s impor-
tant from an organizational point of view to
begin with the source and then be able to
document that,” Stewart said.

One advocate ofthe plan responded, “We
need to have a legal empowerment in terms
of what PSD’sresponsibilities are,” referring
to the fact that residents currently have no
sanctioned voice in how PSD is run. The
person, who later asked not to be identified
in print, continued, “As things stand, we
don’tknow anything about these people [who

wear the Public Safety uniform]. We don’t
knowifbackground checksaredone. We need
people on the Board who will deal with the
interests of the residents as opposed to the
interests of justone organization — RIOC.”
Steve Marcus, a Rivercross resident who
listened through most of the two-hour ses-
sion, praised the work of RISK (not to be
confused with RISC, the Roosevelt Island
Safety Coalition, which several years ago
crusaded successfully for installation of
video equipment at the subway stations here
andatthe Lexington/63rdstation). “Myhat’s
off to RISK for its constant effort. Keep it
up. Think it through, come out with a high-
quality document, and then maybe RIOC will
be willing to have more community people
involved in oversight of Public Safety.”
Marcus derided the current system. At the
RIOC Board meetings, he said, “Fry comesup
and gives a pie-in-the-sky report and every-
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Clearly Comfortable with a New Role at RIOC
Talks About Cooperation, Openness, and a P

Patrick Siconolfi was interviewed by
Robert Laux-Bachand and Dick Lutz

The WIRE: In these few weeks that you moved
from one office or desk to another, have you gained
any kind of new perspective on just the way things
work here from moving from the purely financial
aspects to Acting President?

Patrick Siconolfi: = The question is almostphilosophi-
cal innature. You know, I’d like tothink that every role you
play you gain some additional experience and you learn
something new and it broadens your horizon, so I would say
absolutely that’s the case here.

W:  Would you talk about how you see the rela-
tions hip between residents and RIOC, both — to the
extent you feel comfortable doing it — past, and what

ing leases and in real-estate negotiations, we can’t
discuss that sort of thing, and we don’t. But we do
want to know about what’s on Islanders’ minds.

W:  They brought you a kind of laundry list, as I
understand it.

PS: Well, they brought me two lists. They brought
me a list of things they liked, and they brought me a list
of things they didn’t like. It was, and I have to empha-
size, I thought it was a very positive meeting, and
again, not to put words in their mouths, I think they
would probably say some positive things about it. But
be that as it may...

One thing did come out ofit, and I will announce it
here, so that you can report to your readers. We’ve
agreed, as a direct result of that meeting, to suspend or
eliminate certain kinds of fees that we charge to

group of interested citizens. I mean, they came under
no organizational heading. In addition to that, I’ve met
with RIVA A, the Visual Arts Association, and I’ve been
meeting — mostly by phone because she travels a lot —
with Judy Berdy about Blackwell House, so there are
multiple points of contact, and I would hope to con-
tinue those multiple points.

W:  Let me just ask you to talk a bit about general
budget issues. One of the big concerns of people
living in Westview, Island House and, to some extent,
Eastwood, has to do with the potential for ground
leases being extended and housing circumstances
changing rather substantially on the Island. Do you
have an overview of that — any sense of where that
might go or how you feel about it?

PS: Well, earlier in the discussion we talked about

you think you'd like to see develop over time.

PS: Let’s talk about the future, because that’s
really the only thing we can affect. Andhere’s whatI
would look forward to—and I’m in no way characteriz-
ing what went on before — I would look forward to
cooperation, communication, openness with the
community. Last week I met with Matt KatzofRIRA
and with his Vice Presidents, Margie Smith and Steve
Marcus, and I think it was a very productive meeting. I
hope it would be the first of several. That was a very
open meeting, a very candid meeting, in fact we talked
about, “what do you like, what don’t you like?” It was
very open. I don’t want to put any words in anyone’s
mouth, but I think they found it effective. And I met
with Margie and M att and some other people about
finances of the Island. We went into some detail about
budgets and finances and cash flows and so forth.

The reason I’m telling you this is that I want you to
understand that I view openness as a good thing.
Obviously there are certain things when we’re negotiat-

members of the community. These were small fees for
use of the community by community residents. In
particular, fees for the use of the esplanade — the
promenade — and fees for the use of the picnic and
barbecue areas — we’re eliminating them.

W:  How about field fees?

PS: We’lltake alook at field fees.

W:  So alot of these things are still under review.

PS: Well, ofcourse, they’re under review. But
these two that I’ve mentioned are really ones that we
can live without.

W:  Any other kinds of changes that you can talk
about? What other kinds of things do you see happening?

PS: Well, you know it’s an interesting question
when you say “what other kinds of things?” Meeting
with RIRA is not a small thing. RIRA is an organization
with a lot of participation, so to me that’s an important
thing, but you should also know that we’ve met with
some interested citizens, and the group that [ was
meeting with about the finances of the Island was just a

the fact that where there are negotiations ongoing,
we’re not permitted to go into that, so that’s not really
something I can comment on now.

W:  Lets talk a little bit about overall mainte-
nance. Somebody told me that in the course of time
they 've been on the Island, which for them I think was
nine or ten years, they feel they 've seen a lot of
deterioration. I've been here 21 years, and I would
say that in the last 8 to 10 years I've seen more
deterioration than I'm comfortable with — things like
bricks that have been pulled up and not quite gotten
back into the right place, roads that are kind of wavy
because the sand under them has shifted — that sort of
thing. My sense, based on just the snow removal from
the last storm, is that you're getting after such things.
But there must be a helluva budget impact from that to
start taking on all of these maintenance issues that, at
leastin the eyes of many residents, seem to have been
let go.

PS: That question is interesting in several regards.

Siconolfi from page 1

Ryan’s activities, or of various real
estate negotiations, were of f-limits.

Butthe twomen, for all their con-
trasts, have one tall, lanky common
denominator, and that is the man
who, ultimately, is in charge of
Roosevelt Island: Governor Pataki.
It takes a bit of collation to estab-
lish the connection, but it’s unmis-
takable. Siconolfi, a 15-yearveteran
of DHCR, made his reputation in
the rent office. Before that, he was
DHCR ’s Directorof Finance, at a time
whenthe Division’s staff doubled to
handle the city’s rent control and rent
stabilization programs.

“I'was instrumental in operating
that system, one of a team of people
who ran that system for the City
and the State,” Siconolfi told The
WIRE , speaking of the DHCR rent

office. “We were involved inreduc-
ing some years-long backload of
cases, legal processes there.”

Ryan told the RIOC board inDe-
cember 1999 that “Mr. Siconolfi
would be going to Albany next
week to receive an award for mak-
ing innovations in government.”
The award was the state
WorkForce Champions Aw ard pre-
sented by the Governor’s Office of
Employee Relations.

And what was the award for?
The answer is on the division’s
Web site, which notesthatin 1995,
Pataki’s first year in office, “DHCR
undertook a strategic planning pro-
cess to make the agency more effi-
cient, effective, and responsive.”

As part of the governor’s initia-
tive, “The rent caseload was re-
ducedby 70%, from approximately
79,000 in January 1995 to under

23,000 as of early 1999. This was
achieved by improving productivity
and expanding automation. Inorder
to make this possible, many unnec-
essarily burdensome rules and re gu-
lations were also eliminated.”

In other words, Siconolfi, in his
professional life, has been a clas-
sic cutter of red tape, and he has
continuedin this vein on Roosevelt
Island, where one of the items on
the March 13 RIOC agenda, be-
sides the adoption of the 2003-04
budget, will be a proposal for a new,
computerized financial system.

In the same manner, Siconolfi has
reached out to the Island’s opinion
leaders and activists in the past
month, bypassing some formal —or
more ritualized — venues. And in
hisinterview with The WIRE, he did
stake out one unambiguous posi-
tion regarding the Island’s devel-

opment, in a discussion of
Southpoint.

Siconolfi referred to a bill ap-
proved by the Legislature last year,
the Roosevelt Island Open Spaces
Protection Law (Chapter 493 of the
Laws of 2002, sponsored by
Assemblymember Pete Grannis),
which provides for “no further de-
velopment or construction other
than park purposes” of the Light-
house, Octagon, Blackwell, and
Southpoint parks.

The two sites that are still in play
are Octagon and Southpoint.

Siconolfididnot commenton the
Octagon, where restoration of the
landmark insane asylum of
Snakepit fame would become the
focal point ofa proposed 500-unit
housing development. But he did
comment on Southpoint. Residents
now are cut off from the southern

part of the Island, south of the
Goldwater hospital complex, by a
tall wooden fence topped by razor
wire, which is opened only once a
year to admit people who are will-
ing to pay to watch the Macy’s
Fourth of July fireworks. Itis the
Island’s equivalent of the Berlin
Wall, and successive RIOC admin-
istrations have yet to devise a plan
to liberate an area that is univer-
sally conceded to be the mostspec-
tacular piece of undeveloped
parkland in the metropolitan area.

“You ask what my personal view
is,” Siconolfi said. “My personal
view about Southpoint is that it’s
an extraordinary site. I think that
anybody who’s ever been there
knows that, and we want to see that
whatever improvements are done
to it are consistent with the legisla-
tion.”
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, Acting President Patrick Siconolfi
artnership with the Community

First of all, I think over the last several years an awful
lot has been going on, [though] it may notalways be
visible. And let me mention one in particular. In late
spring, Main Street South will be opening. Obviously that
didn’t just start, [but] that’ll be a very significant thing in
terms of how the Island looks, how the Island operates.
Traffic circulation will be vastly improved, that portion of
the Island will ap pear much more broad and open, with
beautiful vistas. That’s an important thing.

Butlet’s talk about some other things. You men-
tioned the snow removal and I think this is actually an
important piece. That snowstorm a couple of weeks
ago was apparently the fourth largest on record in New
York City, and we made a point of making sure that the
Island was taken care of, and I was pleased to see that
it was taken care of. Ilive in Manhattan, and I have to
tell you, Roosevelt Island was in better shape than
some neighborhoods in Manhattan. So I think we did a
good job there and I want to thank you for acknowled g-
ing it. And quite a number of other people came up to
me spontaneously in an unsolicited way and said they
recognized and appreciated what was going on.

But, you know, there’s a lot more than that, too. We
can talk about snow removal and certainly we’ll try and
do our best there, but let me tell you some other things
that are in the works. You should be aware that we are
in the process of purchasing new doors — ADA -
compliant doors — for the whole Motorgate atrium
complex. The RFP (Request for Proposals) was just
written for that,

W:  ADA-compliant — you mean they’ll have like a
button so they’ll open automatically or something?

PS: Without getting into the details, the bidder will
have to make their proposal for making it AD A-compli-
ant, but it has mostly to do with sizes. They’re not
standard door sizes, so we have to do some custom-
sizing to get it to be AD A-compliant, so that’s one
issue, but we think that’s an important issue, and that
complex actually has nine sets of doors, so thisis no
small matter. There are actually 18 doors there.

Another thing we’re doing, and your readers might
not be aware of this, we have begun the process of
restoring Blackwell House. We applied over a year ago
for a grant to restore Blackwell House. We have won
that grant, and it’s a matching grant, so RIOC will be
putting in its own money, as well, and we’ll be restoring

restoration work to the Chapel. I think you know there
was a Sacred Sites grant available for that. Andthat is
under way, as well.

w: What is that work?

PS: The scope of work has yetto be determined,
because there has to be an engineering look at it, but
it’s probably going to include some work on the roof, to
make sure that we have a weather-tight shell, and some
pointing and waterproofing on the sides. But that’s to
be determined yet.

Then there’s the turnaround. It’s available for people
touse. Could you also let people know, for safety’s
sake, that there’s a stop sign, a new stop sign in the
northbound lane just before you gettoit, to allow
people going south to safely make the turnaround. So
people should be aware of both of those things. But
the turnaround is there, and I think that’ll work nicely
when Main Street South continues.

Firefighters Field is... They’re just doing some
additional work down there, but at some point
Firefighters Field is goingto open in the near future.

W:  Let me just augment that question by bringing
up again some of the chronic things like the bricks,
the wavy streets, thatsort of thing. It’s kind of hard
when Southtown is still being constructed, with regard
to the street. The sidewalks are sort of a different
matter. Any plans for that in the near future?

PS: We’lltakealookat it.

W: Do you feel overwhelmed? Or like you’ve hit
the ground running?

PS: No, Idon’tfeel overwhelmed. Do Ifeel like
I’ve hit the ground running? I’ve been here for three
years. What’s to hit the ground? I’mnot the only
person here, obviously. There’s a team of people here,
and they all know their jobs.

W:  Who s the acting Chief Financial Officer?

PS: That’s me.

W:  You haven't...

PS: Thaven’t named anyone. You know, the
finance office has some real strength init, and real
depth in it, so there’s not a problem there.

W:  The State s facing an 811 billion deficit over
the next two years, and obviously the Governor said
he's not going to raise taxes. How would the current
State budgetary situation affect your plans going
forward?

your architectural background and having been here
three years, and looking forward, do you see any...
How do you see that?

PS: I could write a book on what you just asked
me. That’s a long question, but let’s just see if we can
focus in on a couple of specific things. First of all, at
Southtown, buildings 1 and 2 are up, as is very appar-
ent, and they are likely going to open for occupancy in
July of this year. Southtown obviously isin the General
Development Plan (GDP); it’s called for there. The
development is, as I think you know, of the same size as is
called for in the GDP, so Southtown is proceeding. There
are some early discussions on building 3, so that’s
proceeding. And I have to say, just from my own point of
view, that those two buildings that have gone up are
attractive buildings. Ithink they’re a credit to the rest of
the community. I think the developers have done a good
job, at least aesthetically, with those buildings.

And I think you know, Southpoint is another obvious
one. There’s been some recent legislation which had
Southpoint as one of its main issues. We’re very much
cognizant of that, and anything we do down there we
intend to do completely consistent with that legislation,
sothat, to me, seems quite planned and quite deliber-
ated. I would think the community and the Corporation
would be hand in hand on that issue. Ihappen to
think... You ask what my own personal view is. My
personal view about Southpoint is that it’s an extraordi-
nary site. I think that anybody who’s ever been there
knows that, and we want to see that whatever improve-
ments are done to it are consistent with the legislation.

So I think that gives you a handle on the develop-
ment situation.

W:  Could you just deal with this subject of
piecemeal development for a moment or two?

PS: [I’mnot sure how to answer that, because again
Southpoint is addressed in legislation and so will be
handled in that manner. And Southtown is clearly part
ofthe General Development Plan, so Ithink that
accounts for, clearly not everything, but most of it.

W:  One last area — Public Safety. There’s a lotof
concern about Public Safety in the community — its
future, its role. There was a meeting recently in which
a group of residents decided to get together and
develop what they called a mission paper for Public
safety, feeling that it’s unclear what Public Safety is

the infrastructure of the building, some of the systems
of the building, as well as the exterior, to preserve it
from further deterioration. That, wethink, is kind of
important. Blackwell House is, to me, a visual symbol
of the Island. It’s close to the heart of the Island, and if
we can fix that up I think that’ll be important. Andyou
should know that we’re working closely with Judy
Berdy and her people [of the Roosevelt Island Histori-
cal Society] on that.

The grant is $250,000 and we’re adding $2 50,000, so
that’s the number.

Similarly, Good Shepherd Chapel. We already did
some work with respect to the HVAC system in Good
Shepherd Community Center. In addition to that,
though, an RFP has just been let for some additional

PS: Starting roughly three years ago we ended that
year with a surplus and we have been in surplus ever
since, and although this fiscal year isn’t over, it’s my
belief that we’ll end this fiscal year with a surplus, as
well, unless there are some big surprises. So it’s three
or four years ina row with surpluses. Now, you know,
we would look forward to maintaining that kind offiscal
probity as we move forward.

W:  Talk about devel opment for us just a bit. Do
you have any view, from your professional perspective,
of where development on Roosevelt Island ought to go,
or how it should be managed from here out? I ask that
question in the context of knowing that a lot of
residents feel that development has become piecemeal
and unplanned and not part of a total structure. With

supposed to be doing. At least they think maybe the
officers don’t have a clear picture of it, and that the

community lacks a clear picture of what they should
be doing. RIOC supervises Public Safety. Where are
you going to go with that?

PS: You know, that’s a question I’m not going to
answer today, because what you’re raising is a very
important subject, and I think we should devote time
sufficient to it, and the one thing I will say about it is
that when Matt Katz and his associates were here from
RIRA we talked about it, and we had a very much off-
the-record, just brainstorming session, and I found it
very informative, and I still need to learn more.

I want to thank you for this.

W:  Thank you.
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Hands Across Generations

RIYP’s Island Girls Project Creates a Day of Pampering for Senior Women

e With an unidentified senior, Engracia
i Sampaio, Asharay Sowell, and

r . \ Damaris Sanchez

Shayna Mijias and Yesinia Morales
with Beryl Seaforth

Last weekend, the Island Girls Project (IGP) of
the Roosevelt Island Youth Program (RIYP)
obliterated the generation gap with a day of

hands-onpampering, complete with home-made
cookies and cake, at the Senior Center.

Roseanne
Lopez does
nais for
Ymelulda
Santos

Aliyah
Rademaker
with

\.ﬂ Camelita Hil
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aturday Hours

That’s right. We’ve been listening to what the Roosevelt Island community has to
say about its needs in financial services, so we’re adding Saturday morning hours
while keeping the rest of our schedule intact. Now, the Better Way to Bank isn’t a

bank at all. It’s your neighborhood Credit Union.

r—— Montauk Hours ——-

Monday-Wednesday & Friday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs

Thursday

Doors open until 7:30
Saturday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon

ATM 24/7 « NYCE affiliate

I I
I I
I I
I I
: Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m. :
I I
I I
I I
I I

Free checking « Competitive interest on savings accounts

Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Montauk Credit Union

MCU - Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street « Phone 1-212-643-3900 Fax 1-212-588-1123

ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

To the Editor:

I enjoy Matthew Katz’s RIRA Columnev-
ery issue — except the last (February 22). 1
cannot accept his cavalier agreement with
Governor Pataki’s robbing us of our legal
subsidy since 1996. Under the General De-
velopment Plan, the State must subsidize
Roosevelt Island until our population
reaches 16,000.

Due to the deprivation of this money, RIOC
has made many decisions harmful to us. Has
Matthew forgotten RIOC’s attempt to give
us a Tram curfew?

Frances Salten

Baehler ietter continued from page 2

neighbors, he is not a threat to us. If that is
their belief, then they must also believe after
Saddam Hussein suffered a humiliating de-
feat at our hands in the Gulf War that he
harborsno real animositytowards the United
States. Would any President be justified in
establishing a strategy on that basis?

Is it the marchers’ position that Saddam
Hussein does have a deep and abiding ha-
tred for the United States (which he has
stated on many occasions) but that he is no
immediate threat to us and that we should
wait and see if things can improve without
resorting to military force? If so, there are a
number of problems with that strategy. First,
and foremost, while we are waiting there is
nothing to prevent Saddam Hussein from
continuing to develop weapons of mass de-
struction. He expelled the United Nations
inspectors some years ago and only read-

To Mathew Katz:

In each issue of The WIRE, 1 read your
column with great interest.

It is my understanding that you are af-
forded this column in order to report on the
affairs of Roosevelt Island, and you usually
do just that, in a very capable manner.

In the last issue of The WIRE, however,
you also included your views on the possi-
bility of war with Iraq.

While I grant the fact that you — anyone —
has a right to a view on this very important
and sensitive matter, I don’t believe that the
columnyou are afforded is the proper forum
in which to express your beliefs and views
regarding that subject.

Name Withheld

mitted them under the threatof U.S. military
forces. In the interim, he continued his weap-
ons programs inmobile laboratories that can
be moved to avoid the re-admitted inspec-
tors. The scientists and technicians who
have defected from Iraq all testify to Saddam
Hussein’s unwavering effort to develop such
weapons. Why should we expect him to
abandon those efforts? Is there anything in
his past history to suggest that he will now
begin to show restraint? To the contrary, we
are dealing with aman who has invaded two
of hisneighbors (Iran and Kuwait) and mur-
dered tens of thousands of his own citizens
withpoison gas. He pays a bounty of $25,000
to the family of each suicide bomber who
manages to murder Israeli civilians. He holds
his nation in a grip of terror so complete that

About subscriptions:

A Gift Subscription
For a Former Islander?

The Main Street WIRE, which is
delivered free to every residential door on Roosevelt Island, does
not normally solicit off-Island subscriptions but, as a courtesy,
provides first-class mailing on day of publication. The cost is $50/
year (for about 20-24 issues, published fortnightly September-May,
and less often June-August) to cover postage and materials. A
check payable to The WIRE should be sent, with delivery address,
to The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, NYC10044. Much of each
issue also appears, with many archived back issues, on Website
NYC 10044 atwww.nyc10044.com.

More Letters

To the Editor:

When Chase left the Island, they left us in
quiteamess. lamtalking aboutthe old and/
or disabled residents of Roosevelt Island.
To therest, it may not matter very much.

The new bank? About six months ago,
they announced that they were going to
supply us with debit cards. They are still
not delivered.

To me, such acard is anecessity, as [ can-
not travel, being both elderly and disabled.
I cannot visit stores, and buy or order what
I need, and that is quite a hardship, as
Roosevelt Island has no stores to speak of.
I cannot get a credit card, and would not
wantone anyway, since I like topay mybills
the minute they come in. I don’t owe any-
thing to anybody, since I never have any
debts. Call me old-fashioned, but I grew up
during the Great Depression, and we knew
the value of money back then. Istilldo,and
live by those rules to this day.

Anynews whenthis card will be available?
Not having such a card is just one more not-
so-nice thing about living on Roosevelt Is-
land.

Dorothy Cusce

he is proud to boast of receiving 100% of
the votes in an election. Any person who
can make that statement is either a megalo-
maniac or psychotic. Is thisthe kind of indi-
vidual we want to watch and patiently wait
to see what his next aggressive move might
be?

Should President Bush follow a strategy
of waiting and hoping that things will get
better, the result is predictable: At some
point in the not too distant future, Saddam
Hussein will have developed weapons of
mass destruction and will turn them against
the United States. When that happens, the
death toll will not be in the thousands as it
was on 9/1 1 but in the tens of thousands, or
even worse. Such an unthinkable catastro-
phe could be visited upon us without the
direct involvement of Saddam Hussein. He
could simply provide a suitable weapon to
any of the many terrorist groups such as al-
Qaeda who have vowed to destroy the
United States. Does anyone truly believe
that armed with immense destructive capa-
bility Osama bin Laden, or anyone else with
a fanatic hatred ofthe United States, would
hesitate to use that power?

President Bush took an inauguration oath
in which he swore to “preserve and protect”
us. Thereis only one way to fulfill that oath,

To the Editor:

Last Saturday the senior citizens were
treated to a day of pampering by young
women from the Island Girls Project of the
Youth Program. Around 20 young ladies ar-
rived at the Senior Center armed with combs,
brushes, rollers, bobby pins, nail polish,
hand lotion, and their wonderful enthusiasm.
They also supplied homemade baked goods
and various beverages.

They spent the day curling and braiding
hair, paintingnails, and rubbing backs, necks,
temples, and hands. When a senior entered
the Center, she was greeted and asked if she
wouldlike something toeat and drink. They
were then escorted to a seat where their nails
were painted, hair styled, and backs rubbed.
They were served home-baked cookies or
cake and had a choice of coffee, tea, or soda.

The day was enjoyed by all the seniors
who participated and, I believe, by the
young ladies who made this day possible. 1
would like to thank CharlieDeFino and his staff
for the wonderful job they are doing with the
Island youth. Keep up the good work.

All are looking forward to more shared
activities that will bring the young together
with the young at heart.

Dolores Green, President
Roosevelt Island Seniors A ssociation

to remove the immediate and present danger
that Saddam Hussein represents. That dan-
ger is not a fantasy, it is real and growing.
To wait until that danger becomes an act of
incalculable destruction would amount to
criminal neglect of duty by President Bush
or anyone else who might hold that office.
Instead of sending messages that only serve
to encourage Saddam Hussein in his defi-
ance of the U.N. and the United States we
should be rallying in support of a President
who is dealing with a menace unprecedented
in human history and who has resolved upon
the only course of action which can effec-
tively remov e that menace.

Jim Baehler

Between issues, get
WIRE e-mail bulletins
and updates...

Send an “Add Me”
message to
nyc10044@rcn.com




Coler-Goldwater Gets a
30-Year Vet As New Chief

by Anusha Shrivastava

It was a slow and steady climb, one that took about thirty years from
summer intern to Executive Director of Coler-Goldwater Hospital, but it
was well worth it for Claude Ritman, who was appointed to that position
inJanuary this year. “I thoughtif I worked hard, goodthings would come
tome,” said Ritman, 50. He is a mild-mannered, soft-spoken man who
joined the New York Health and Hospitals Corporation three decades
ago.

Unlike most people who think about health care and hospitals only
when they need one, Ritman was fascinated by the system ever since
high school. Its greatest attraction for him was that the system operated
24/7 and that he felt he could contribute something towards it because
work done at amedical facility always seems to have an impact.

Growing up in Elmhurst, Queens, Ritman says there were over a hun-
dred kid sin his neighborhood who went into some form of medical care.
Even so, he enrolled for a bachelor’s
degree in public administration at
Baruch College after high school,
working as an intern at Elmhurst
Hospital. His involvement with the
institution grew as hebecamea se-
nior clerk and then a supervising
clerk at the hospital. Later on, as
recently as three yearsago, he stud-
ied fora Master’s degree in Health
Care Administration atIona College.

It was at Elmhurst Hospital that
hemet his wife, Nancy Guzman, with
whom he has two children, Stephen,
6,and Stephanie, 5. Ritman says his
regular workout has been replaced
withactivitiesrelated to child-care.
“Handling kids is like a workout,”
Ritman said, listing all the sports
and extra-curricular activities he
participates in with his offspring.
Balancing work and time with his family is important to him. “l ama hard
worker but [ want to make sure I enjoy time with my children.”

Friends say Ritman is very family-oriented and his children are the
center of his life. Stephen Gallo, a dentist, has known Ritman for over
forty years, having lived across the street from him in Queens, attended
the same grammar school, and was in the same church choir. “Claude has
alwaysbeen interested in people and is good withthem,” Gallo said. “We
always knew he would do well because he was very focused and very
committed to doing whatever he did well.”

Over the years, Ritman has worked in differentdepartments o f various
hospitals, mainly in personnel, giving him an opportunity to look at the
working of the hospitals from different points of view.

Now that he is the Executive Director, he has an ambitious agenda.
Smoothing operations at the two campuses on the Island and at
Gouverneur Health Care Services in downtown Manhattan tops the list.
He says he wants to create a good environment for the staff at the hos-
pitals and ensure that they remain competitive. “With the impending
budgetcuts, there will have to be negotiations and everyone willhave to
pitchin,” Ritman said. “We saw a high level of commitment during the
recent blizzard when all our staff showed up.” He expects to see similar
behavior when the question of increased productivity fromunions comes
up.

Increased nurse recruitment is important as this service sector faces
shortages. Ritman wants to attract people who would be willing to stay
for long tenures, thereby reducing turnover issues. “Once they see what
we are about, most nurses are happy to stay.”

On theissue of remaining competitive, Ritman explains that the thera-
peutic milieu on the Island is a highly attractive factor that he wants to
use to advantage. “The atmosphere is very conducive to the healing
process and I want people to see that Roosevelt Island is not impossible
to getto,” Ritman said. “Once they realize they can actually park their
cars here, they will appreciate the beautiful surroundings and the high
quality of care we provide.”

He also thinks it is time for the buildings to be renovated so that their
integrity is maintained. The Goldwater campus datesback to 1939, while
the Coler campus was built in 1952. With thisagenda before him, Ritman
says he sees himself here “for several years.”

Camper-Titsingh Tapped
As RI's Library Advocate

Mary Camper-Titsinghhas been named to represent RooseveltIsland’s
branch with the New York Public Library’s Branch Libraries Borough
Advocacy Network. Among other objectives, the 85-member group ad-
dresses branch funding needs in each community.

“Despite the deep cuts in public funding we face now, I hope that, at
the very least, the leaky and moldy ceilings of our
Roosevelt Island branch will get some attention,”
Camper-Titsingh told The WIRE.

Camper-Titsingh has an M.S. degree from Columbia
University’s Graduate School of Library Service. She
headed the Investment Research Library at the Ford
Foundation for 18 years. After retirement in 1983, she
moved to Roosevelt Island and volunteered as the
Librarian here, in the community library that became
an NYPL branch in 1998.

“T also hope to address the need for more space in the Island branch,
with Southtown opening soon. It’s obvious there’s just not enough
space in the Library for a community our size,” Camper-Titsingh said.

All-lreland Champion
fiddler Brian Conway
and button
accordionist John
Nolan will perform
Monday night at 6:00
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On Monday Evening, River Music
Goes into 8th Year of Irish Night

The traditional Irish dancers of
the TirNa Gael School of Trish Danc-
ing will present River Music’s 8th
Annual Roosevelt Island Be Irish
for a Night event Monday (March
10) at6:00at the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

Singer Julie Glaub will also ap-
pear, presenting Irish folk songs.
Musicians include Felix Dolan, pi-
ano; John Nolan, button accor-
dion, and Brian Conway, fiddle.

The event is free. Posters publi-
cizing the event say “$8 contribu-
tion appreciated.”

In past years, members of
the audience have joined in
Irish dances

Between issues,
get WIRE

e-mail bulletins
and updates...

Send an

“Add Me”
message to
nyc10044@rcn.com

RIRA Wants Donations for
Auction Fund-Raiser

RIRA wants your stuff. Services, t0o.

The Residents Association plans a fund-raising auction for Saturday
night, March22, at 7:30., at the Senior Center.

Meanwhile, those planning the auction are seeking d onations of both
goods and services to be offered at auction. Service donations might
include shopping services, chauffering, babysitting, resumé-writing, or
computer instruction. Donations of goods can be both used and new,
according to the auction organizers.

Islanders and others ready to make a donation can contact any of the
following: Cookie Lugo, 644-2142; Sandra Morabito, 223-1975; Fay Vass,
755-4089; Vicki Feinmel, 223-1108; Erin Feely-Nahem, 339-0016.
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RIOC Issues Bid Request
for Restoration Work on

SR ——

Blackwell Farmhouse

RIOC hasissued a Request for Proposals for Blackwell House,
listing restoration work to begin “no later than Spring 0f2004.”
The announcement papers ask for proposals by April 4, 2003.

The $500,000 budget for the work istobe funded by a $250,000
grant from the State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation, and a matching $250,000 from RIOC. Work listed
includes cost estimating, design, document preparation, and
construction supervision for restoration of the exterior of the
building.

The last restoration of the Island’s only building dating to
post-Revolutionary times was done in 1973, but over the past
30 years the building has again fallen into disrepair. The porch
on the front of the building, which actually faces Queens, is in
dangerous and dilapidated condition, and other exterior work is
required to make the building sound.

The history of Blackwell House places its construction be-
tween 1796 and 1804, when the Island was knownas Blackwell’s
Island. That name survived through purchase by the City in
1828, but it was later changed to Welfare Island, a recognition
of its use by the City for various institutions, including hospi-
tals, an almshouse, and a prison. The name Roosevelt Island
was adopted when the City leased the Island to the State in the
70’s tobe developed as housing for a housing-short New York.

Additional Blackwell House and Island history is available
on Website NYCI 0044 at www.nyc10044.com.

MTG from page 1

Bauer was joined by Residents Associa-
tion President Matthew K atz and MTG mem-
ber Margie Smith. Katz described an MTG
persistence: “There have been eight bills
that I know of —and [before we’re finished]
there may be eight more... Our function here
isto try to create a mechanismthat will serve
our purposes — that will incorporate us into
the decision-making process, because that’s
our right —because it’s the American, demo-
cratic way of life. It is the function of the
MTG to try and make this happen.”

“We are here today to ask for your help,”
Katz said.

“We just don’t make enough noise here,”
Smith told the group gathered in the
Westview community room. Referring to a
currentinvestigation of RIOC President Rob-
ert H. Ryan, Smith added, “Now we have this
issue in RIOC where Rob Ryan is possibly
out —he’son 60-day leave, but will probably
not be back. Now is an important time on
this Island. We need to make sure that, if
they’re going to replace someone, they re-
place someone with someone residents want

Joe Cristiano

in that job. We need it for a couple of rea-
sons —number one, the Island is beginning
to fall apart. You can let things deteriorate
for just so long until you pass the point of
being able to fix them. We’re getting close to
that. Number two, there is noplanto develop
this Island. We have [only ] the General De-
velopment Plan [and it] is continually being
violated.”

Questions from residents attending the
meeting centered on Island services. Some

expressed a concern that maintenance, for
example, has diminished over the past sev-
eral years, leaving the Island less appealing
than they remember.

Rivercross resident Joe Cristiano, speak-
ing during the Q&A portion of the meeting,
saw an opportunity: “We lucked into a situ-
ation. Patrick Siconolfi (the Acting Presi-
dent of RIOC) is an excellent person. I have
notheard one word against him. He has the
heart of the people on the Island in mind,

andif T had three wishes, one of them would
be to pressure the Governor to appoint him
to replace Robert Ryan. If we have a major-
ity on the RIOC Board [as called for in the
law the Governor signed in September] and
a person such as Patrick Siconolfi, I think
we’re going to be — short term —in very good
standing. If we walk away from this meeting
and do nothing else, Patrick should be our
candidate.”

Smith responded, “I don’t care ifall those
Board members are the best people on the
planet. We’re not looking for a benevolent
dictatorship here. We’re looking for people
we elect. I don’tthinkweneed the Governor
to find somebody that can do a good job
here. Look at this room. In this room, you
could probably find a better Board because
everybody here cares.”

MTG members urged residents attending
the meeting to write to the Governor and to
their elected State representatives, Senator
Olga Mendez and Assemblymember Pete
Grannis, asking for action on legislation to
move toward an elected resident majority on
the RIOC Board. Smith offered to supply

sample letters to residents willing to write.

A partial transcript of the Sunday session,
including Q&A, is available on Website
NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com/wire/2313/mtg-
franhtml.

MTG speakers provided these addresses
and other contact information for the Gover-
nor, Mendez, and Grannis:

Assemblymember Pete Grannis
1672 First Avenue
New York,New York 10128
Telephone (212) 860-4906
Fax (212) 996-3046

Senator OlgaMendez

87 East 116th Street

New York,New York 10029
Telephone (212) 860-0893
Fax (212) 831-0530

Governor George Pataki

State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224
Telephone (212) 681-4580
Fax (212) 681-4643

Octagon Plan Gets a Tax Break

Although the Octagon Apartments project proposed by the architectural and develop-
ment firm of Becker and Becker has yet toreceive final approval from the Board of Directors
of'the RooseveltIsland Operating Corporation, Governor George Pataki has already awarded
it tax breaks as a “green” building.

The tax credit of $6,602,894 isthe largestawarded in February under a law Pataki signedin
May of 2000. Itallows building owners and developers to deduct from their State taxes the
eligible expenses associated withthe design and construction of environment-friendly build-
ings. Examples of eligible expenses include improved energy efficiency, use of environmen-
tally-benign materials, and improvement of indoor air quality. The Octagon building will
have a geothermal well system, among other “green” features.

The Octagonproject received more than a third of the $18,878,528 awarded inFebruary to
atotal of five buildings. Three other projects are in New York City, and oneis in Albany.

The Board of Directors of the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC) recently
voted to seek a change in the Island’s General Develop ment Plan (GDP) in order to provide
for a residential building at the Octagon site. The lease under which New York State is
developing Roosevelt Island for housing provides that both City and State must agree on
any changes. Without a change, the GDP has no provision for housing at Octagon Park,
which the GDP designates as an ecological park.

The project is also being challenged by Assemblymember Pete Grannis. Grannis says
that, while the landmark Octagon building itself can be restored, the “open spaces” law
signed by the Go vernor in September does not allow construction of the planned residential
wings.

The Octagon was part of a “pauper lunatic asylum” built on what was then known as
Blackwell’s Island and opened in 1839. Designed by Alexander Jackson Davis, among the
mostnoted architects of the time, it wasnever fullycompleted, buthoused as many as 1,700
at one point— more than double the designed capacity. In recent times, the building has
been “stabilized,” but then damaged by fires. Today, it stands open to the weather, in ruins.

MTG Convener David Bauer as he spoke last weekend to a gathering in the Westview community
room. Some 60 to 70 Islanders attended the session advocating a locally-elected RIOC Board.

Volunteer for The WIRE

The Main Street WIRE relies on many Island volunteers to fill important jobs in the distribution
process, and there’s a role for you if you'd like to help. On Fridays, when The WIRE comes
off the press, we have a stuffing crew at work from about 10:00 a.m. to about 1:45 p.m.
(lunch is provided). Later on Fridays (and early Saturday), volunteers deliver the newspaper
to every apartment door on the Island, as well as to merchants, the hospitals, and other
locations. It's hard work, but an important service to the community, and satisfying. If you'd
like to join this dedicated group, please cal 935-7534, or 826-9055. (Leave your number ifa
machine answers, and we'll call you back.) The WIRE and Website NYC10044 also seek
news and feature writers. Call 826-9055.
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Subway Station Escalators
Slated for Replacement in 2004

The Island subway station is scheduled to get eight replacement escalators in Spring,
2004.

The four older units that connect the street level to the middle and lower mezzanines are
to be replaced, along with the short escalators that connect the lower mezzanine to the
Queens-bound and Manhattan-bound platforms.

“These escalators have reached the end of their useful life and are subject to frequent
breakdowns,” says a letter from New York City Transit to RIOC Acting President Patrick
Siconolfi. The letter cites a $36 million cost and a construction-installation period of 45
months to complete. The replacements will reduce energy consumption, says MTA, while
providing greater safety and “better and more accurate responses by maintenance staff.”

Classified

50¢/word * 1-212-751-8214

Deadline for March 22 issue: March17

LOST NECKLACE - Gold-plated, red beads, at Motorgate or on Main Street. Reward.
Call 1-212-838-3226.

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue, New
York, NY. 1-212-754-9117.

AMERICAN APPLIANCE SERVICE - Installations and Repairs on refrigeration, central
air, A/Cs, washers, dryers, dishwashers, stoves. Insured, licensed, bothcommercial
andresidential. $16.00 off on repairs. 1-718-352-4600,1-516-352-4600.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theaterclasses. 1-212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

DAISY DOODLE — Magic Shows, Dance Parties, Disney, Toddlers, Princess, Pirate,
Barbie, Harry Potter, balloons, facepainting, crafts, holiday shows. 1-212-501-4828. .

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING —Prompt service. 1-212-935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist —Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 1-212-759-9042.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE — Dolores Green. 1-212-223-4077.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS — Color Views of Tram and Lighthouse Park;
sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check payable to The WIRE to 531
Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail address (if available). Questions:
1-212-826-9055. Sorry, nophone orcredit card orders.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 1-212-935-7534.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references. Free
estimate. 1-212-751-8214.

CAT-SITTER - VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water your
plants, pick up your mail, etc. 1-212-751-8214.

GREAT CARS, Great Prices, Great Financing! All makes & models. Call Lyle at
1-646-523-9033.

Kraut from page 2

so we cannot form a government nor speak properly of “self-governance.” Rather we
should continue to be speaking of “self-management” or “self-operation.”

For these reasons, I see no better solution to our problems at this time than to take the
next step, and to provide for elected membership to the RIOC Board. I say “at this time”
because I am not totally sure that itis the best way to run this Island although I don’t clearly
see an alternative. I hold outthe expectation that, ifa better way should present itselfin the
future, we should again seek change.

In answer toa question often asked me privately, I am notsure if I would run for an elected
Board position. On the one hand, after nine years on this Board — my appointment from
Governor Cuomo came inMay of 1994, after an 18-month fight to put the president of RIRA
onto Mr. Cuomo’s Board — I may well find I’ve had enough of it by the time the new Board
takes over. On the other hand, I think I might enjoy the election process, matching my views
and vision — plus a little bit of facts, truth, experience, and history — against those of other
candidates.

And this leads me to conclude with a question of far greater importance to the community
at large: How would such aBoard be elected? Personally, I hold to two basic principles of
American democracy, one weakly in this context, and one unalterably.

1. Generally, the vote in public elections is reserved for American citizens. [ wonder how
this would apply in this community where so many resident stake-holders are not, in fact,
citizens. And I ask how much accommodation should be made to their interest?

2. (And I believe lambeyond argumenthere) I hold firmly to the principle of “One person,
one vote.” 1 am not sure whether all seats on the Board should be elected at large, or
whether seats should be apportioned by building, but any such apportionment must fairly
reflect building population numbers, or any future of democracy on this Island would be a
total sham.

-
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We will feed and lovingly care for
: VACATION your cat while you are away. We will :
- make sure your pet is safe and I
happy in his or her own home. Will |
also help with mail, plants, etc.

I
Excellent references. Call us at I
1-212-751-8214, :
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by Seth Kaufman
SPORTSWIRE
h
Basketball Roosevelt Island’s abbreviated version of “March Madness” begins this
weekend as the playoffsin the Youth Program’s Winter Basketball League are scheduled for

Friday evening beginning at 6:30 P.M. (14-16 Division) and Saturdayafternoonbeginning at
3:15PM. (11-13 Division). The final regular season standings are:

11-13 Division 14-16 Division

Green 41 Orange 42
Red 32 Green 42
Orange 2-3 Red 33
Blue 1-4 Blue 1-5

11-13 Division: In action February 15, Blue defeated Orange 60-56 for its first win of the
season. Ricky Bonano led Blue with 26 points, while Daniel Folla added 8, and LeQuan
Francis and Pierre Tall added 6 each. For Orange, Jonathan Douglas led the scoring with 19
points, while Joshua Hart added 18, and Noel Polanco added 8. In the other game that day,
Green defeated Red 43-37 to tie Red for first place. Green was led by Joshua Cushnie, who
had 18 points, while Vernon Thomas added 17 points. Austin Lee led Red with 20 points,
while Shawn Lee added 6.

The next week, the final week of the regular season, Green defeated Blue 86-54 to finishin
first place. Joshua Cushnie had a season-high 52 points, while Jesse Kahah added 17.
Ricky Bonano led Blue with 22 points, while LeQuan Francis added 12, and Daniel Folla
added 9. The other game of that day was decided on a free throw with one second left on the
clock, as Orange edgedRed 43-42. Joshua Hart had a game-high 16 points for Orange, while
Noel Polanco added 9, and Jonathan Douglas added 8. Darren Roy led a balanced Red
attack with 12 points, while Austin Lee added 10.

14-16Division: In week five of the season, Green defeated Blue 80-64. Anthony Simmons
had 28 points to lead Green, while José Marte added 24, Steven Morgan added 14, and
Derrick Davisadded 8. Lamar Burrows, who had a game-high 30 points, led Blue, while John
McNeiladded 12 points. In the other game that week, Red defeated Orange 74-49. With Red
and Green’s wins, Red and Green movedinto a three-way tie for first place with Orange. Red
was led by Chris Chatman, who had 26 points, Fabian Williams, who had 19, and Mirza
Avdovic, who had 16. Paul Brown led Orange with 28, while Shirome Dixon added 15.

In the final week of the season, Green defeated Red 87-83 in an extremely close game.
Rahim Drame connected on two late free throws to seal the game for Green. Anthony
Simmons led Greenwith 32 points, while Jos¢ Marte added 20 and Steven Morgan added 17.
Red, which trailed by 13 points atthe end of the first half, came back to take a six-pointlead
with eight minutes remaining, before Green regained the momentum and the lead. Chris
Chatman led Red with 40 points, followed by Fabian Williams, who added 27. Orange
remained in its first-place tie with Green by defeating Blue 87-79. Sika Franco had a game-
high 37 points to lead Orange, while Paul Brown added 27. Lamar Burrows led abalanced

scoring attack for Blue with 27 points, while Deshawn Pearson added 15, Andrew Rousseau
added 14, and Karam Hider added 12.

Baseball Registration for Little League Baseball has been extend ed until March 14.
Formsare available at the Youth Center at 506 Main Street and at the Beacon ProgramatPS/
IS 217. There are still openings for Majors (11-13), Minors (8-10) and Tee-Ball (6-7).

Engine Company 261 Is Again
Threatened by City Budget Cut

Station Is Island’s Second-Response Unit

The New York City Fire Department’s second-response unit for Roosevelt Island is in
danger again.

The Mayor’s budget cuts last threatened the firehouse in November, and both Islanders
and residents of Astoria responded with an overwhelming protest that appeared to take the
company off the cut-list, but only temporarily.

The City Administration’s cuts include closing of some fire companies from midnight to
8:00 a.m. and a reduction in the size of responding crews — from five firefighters to four.

Material circulated by the firefighters of Engine 261 says that response and operation
time would increase, under the Mayor’s cuts, from 10 minutes, 3 seconds (10:03), to 14:36,
then adds, “In a serious fire or emergency, an extra five minutes will be the difference
between life and death for New York residents!”

The firefighters’ material also says the Mayor’s budget cuts include elimination of a third
ofthe City’s fire marshals in the Bureau of Fire Investigation (BFI). The firefighters say that
such cutbacks create, in mixed-use industrial and residential neighborhoods like Astoria
andLong Island City hit hard by the current economic downturn, anincreased incentive for
arson. One result, they say, could bean increase in fire-insurance premiums.

The WIRE published a sample protest letter in November, as part of an editorial. Itis
available on Website NYC10044 at http://nyc10044.com/wire/2307/edit2307.html, andis
reprinted below:

Toour City and State officials:

The undersigned demand the retention of Engine 261, Long Island City. We
understand the importance of fast response to all fires, and understand the
importance of personnel who know our situation. The safety of Roosevelt
Island’sresidents, and the firefighters who protect us, requires that Engine
261 remain active.

Name

Signature

Address

Tele phone

Call 1-718-476-6267 for information on how to get this
form to the Firefighters of Engine 261.



Mitchell-Lama Housing Forum
Set for Tuesday Night by RIRA

The Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA) plans a Mitchell-Lama Housing Fo-
rum for Tuesday night (March 11) at 7:30 at the Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

The speaker, Helen Schaub of an organization called Tenants and Neighbors, will address
concerns about Mitchell-Lama buy-outs under which owners of buildings in the Mitchell-
Lama program canprivatize the buildings, remov ing them from controlof rentalrates exer-
cised under the law bythe State Department of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR).

OnRoosevelt Island, Mitchell- Lama buildings include Westview, Island House, Eastwood,
and Rivercross. The privatization process involves owners paying off their State-backed
low-interest mortgages, and remortgaging with a private lender. Once out of the Mitchell-
Lama program, owners are free to raise rents.

Both Island House and Westview have explored approaches to tenant ownership, which
could occur under Mitchell-Lama, after privatization, or as part of a transition out of the
Mitchell-Lama system. Several New York City Mitchell-L ama buildingshave privatized in
recent years, and the Island buildings in the program are also eligible to go private. How-
ever, it is generally regarded as unlikely any would do so without an extension of their
ground leases, which are controlled by RIOC.

JOLSONS
WINES & LIQUORS

22-24 31st STREET
ASTORIA, NY 11105

Telephone 1-718-728-2020

Fax 1-718-956-8910
(Last stop on the “N” train)

FINE IMPORTED
AND DOMESTIC WINES
FORALL OCCASIONS

VISIT OUR TEMPERATURE-CONTROLLED FINE WINE CELLAR
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GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE

FREE DELIVERY TO ROOSEVELT ISLAND
ALLMAJOR CREDIT CARDSACCEPTED
CONTACT US ON THE INTERNET - jolsonwines@yahoo.com
or WINEDETECTIVE@HOTMAIL.COM

Between issues, get WIRE e-mail bulletins
Send an “Add Me” e-mail to nyc10044@rcn.com

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

Health Plans
Accepted
32-BJ

Aetna/USH ealthcare 1 -2 1 2 B
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA 83 2 B 23 1 0 Now accepting

HIP Oxford Medicare
Oxford

Medicare

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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Your health is all-important, and
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morning.
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Est. 1961
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AllWork Guaranteed LIC, NY 11106
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Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214
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OVER 100 YEARS OF QUALITY AND SERVICE!

GRISTEDE’S gives you the BEST, EVERY DAY
LOW BEVERAGE PRICES in New York!
GRISTEDFE'S is bringing LOWER PRICES to YOUR Neighborhood!

COME SEE THE DIFFERENCE! John Catsimatidis , Chairman & CEO

piam > )Coca Cola Mountaiy

seltzer i [Regular » Diet ¢ Caffemeilfree|

4/ #1322 i
\_ I 2 1 liter / \_, _ ? R o)

Gatorade)(Se Seven U @sagram’s @ierra
Drinks A (SodaZ== _p G'“ge’”e Mist Soda

All Varieties

NEW! GRISTEDE’S DIAMOND VALUE CAR

We at GRISTEDE’S are proud to introduce our DIAMOND VALUE CLUB G RISTEDES
(DVC) card. Use your DVC card every time you shop to get discounts, rewards [ TNie —
and prizes. Submit your application TODAY and automatically register for the [EEE HEE Ve (o

chance to win our GRAND PRIZE of “A Night Out On The Town” or the e LAl |
RUNNER-UP PRIZE of a $100 GRISTEDE’S Gift Certificate. Register for RS S B

322

your DVC Card at any GRISTEDE'’S and a chance to win TODAY.

PHILADELPHIA BBQ CHICKENS — —$

Whole
New Yorkers have told us that GRISTEDE’S has the best BarBQue chickens in town Not only Only
are they the best tasting, but the best price in town. Better than Boston. You Be The Judge! eac

ME 'HE PERFECT CHOICE FOR LENT
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Solid White Albacore Tuna In A Pouch In A Pouch

119 199

/ Fresh Fresh
Flounder Fll‘let Scrod Flllet

$799 $699
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Fresh Atlantic
Salmon Fill t
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