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Everything from computer help to theater tickets, ballroom dancing
lessons to art, and much else donated by Islanders, will be auctioned off
tonight (Saturday, March 22) by the Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation (RIRA) in a fund-raising effort.

Auctioneers Ron Roth and Ron Vass will start the session at 7:30 at the
Senior Center, but the items up for bids will be available for examination
starting at 6:30.

Some of the near-100 items to be auctioned include a gold, ruby, and
emerald ring; a half-hour body massage; résumé coaching; a painting by
Bonnie Goodman; a photograph by Harry Small; advertising space in
The WIRE ; a pair of VIP tickets to A Long Day’s Journey Into Night
starring Brian Dennehy and Vanessa Redgrave; a dental examination;
and lessons in golf, dancing, and fitness.

Proceeds will support Residents Association activities over the com-
ing year.

Tonight:  Residents Association AAAAAuctionuctionuctionuctionuction, 7:30 at the Senior Center See below

Peace Vigil   About 100 Islanders gathered
in Good Shepherd Plaza Sunday  night as
part of a “rolling world-wide vigil for peace.”
They marched to Meditation Steps for songs
and a moment of silent contemplation.  With
alert levels raised, RIOC says it is taking its
lead from City and State authorities on Island
security measures (see letter, page 2).

by Robert Laux-Bachand
Recent engineering reports have

confi rmed the safe ty of the
Roosevelt Island Tramway, but Is-
land officials have decided not to
test the ultimate longevity of an
aging system.  The Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation’s pro-
posed budget for 2003-04 seeks to
jump-start a program of replacing
major components of the Tram, in-
cluding its cabins.

RIRA Auction Set Tonight

At its meeting last week, the RIOC Board put off a
vote on a request from the Roosevelt Island Visual
Arts Association (RIVAA) for $100,000 in public pur-
pose funds and space in Sportspark for artist’s stu-
dios.  Board Chair Marybeth Labate, in proposing that
the matter be tabled, said she wanted more informa-
tion on the specifics of RIOC’s marketing of that and
other space on the Island.

RIVAA, which is celebrating the first anniversary of
its gallery at 527 Main Street in  the space formerly
occupied by Bigelow Pharmacy, first put forward its
plan to create seven art studios at the Sportspark be-
fore 9/11/01 but, as RIOC Board member David Kraut
explained in presenting the RIVAA plan, there were
subsequent distractions, including the opening of
Gallery RIVAA.

The RIVAA plan calls for seven studios – ceramics,
photography, printmaking, painting and drawing,
sculpture, woodworking, and com-
puter-based multi-media – at a cost
for equipment and construction to-
taling $90,300 and ranging from
$4,280 for the sculpture studio to
$16,500 for the computer studio.
The group proposes to provide in-
kind and dollar funding of over
$104,060 to match the contribution
from the Public Purpose Fund main-
tained by RIOC.

The Public Purpose Fund was
created when Manhattan Park was
built, with payments in lieu of sales
tax.  At one time, the Residents As-
sociation (RIRA) and the Roosevelt
Island Council of Organizations
(RICO) had a role in reviewing pro-
posals for the expenditures ulti-

The first anniversary of Gallery RIVAA (Roosevelt Island Visual
Artists Association) will be celebrated Saturday, March 29, with an
admission-free opening reception for the exhibition Vernissage II.
The event is scheduled for 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Gallery RIVAA opened in March of 2002 after the Roosevelt Is-
land Operating Corporation provided unused space in the Rivercross
storefront formerly occupied by Bigelow Pharmacy, and its artist-
members prepared it for exhibitions with the help of RIOC staff.
The opening exhibition was Vernissage, followed by four addi-
tional cycles of exhibitions.  The gallery also hosts poetry readings
(including one tomorrow, Sunday, March 23, at 4:00 p.m.) and the
Our Lives series (including Erin Feely-Nahem Sunday, April 6).

Gallery hours are Wednesday and Friday, 6:00-9:00 p.m., and Sat-
urday-Sunday, 11: a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Tramway Is Safe, RIOC Board Is Told,
But It’s Time to Budget for New Parts

The budget calls for spending
$500,000 to replace one of the cab-
ins, and another $100,000 for carriage
repair.  The carriage is the heavy
hanger that connects the cabin to the
track ropes spanning the East River.

Residents can thank their soon-
to-be new neighbors for providing
these repairs.  The money will come
from a “restricted capital fund,” or
endowment, that is being set up
with payments from the first two
buildings of Southtown. About 800
new residents, the families of work-
ers from East Side medical institu-
tions, are expected to move in this
summer. From a budgetary stand-
point, they represent a pool of new
customers for the Tram and the
source of capital to pay for the
Island’s future needs.

Doppelmayr CTEC, an Austrian
company with a n offi ce i n
Watertown, New York, operates the
Tram under a contract with RIOC.
Larry Wollum, a Doppelmayr engi-
neering representative based in
Watertown, answered questions last
week at the RIOC budget meeting.

“The average life span of an aerial
tramway cabin and hanger is about
25 years, based on 300 days of op-
eration, nine hours a day, which is
about 67,000 hours of operation,” he
said. “Roosevelt Island has run 27
years of 360 days for 20 hours per

day, which is about 190,000 hours,
so it is about three times the life span
of a tram cabin, based on operating
cycle. There is no other installation
in the world that has that many
cycles for hours of operation.”

Wollum was guided in his pre-
sentation by Patrick Siconolfi,
RIOC’s acting president.  Wollum
said: “It doesn’t mean there is a
need for immediate replacement, but

Artists Group Seeking $100,000 and
Space at SportsPark for Studios

mately approved by the RIOC Board, but the resident
organizations were removed from the process during
the RIOC Presidency of Jerome Blue (1966-1999).

One traditional rule for expenditures from the Public
Purpose Fund has been a requirement that organiza-
tions receiving a one-shot grant provide for future
self-sufficiency.  The RIVAA grant request specifies
that it will seek grants from the New York State Coun-
cil for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts,
the Fund for Creative Communities, and from State
and City officials, as well as anticipating an expansion
of membership from 30 artists to 60 at an annual mem-
bership fee of $200.  The group also plans to offer
classes, and anticipates they will produce $10,000 in
fees.

Artists join RIVAA through a jurying process in
which their work is judged by existing members.  They

Gallery RIVAA Marking One Year

See RIVAA, page 2

See Tramway, page 6 See Budget, page 2

by Robert Laux-Bachand
For a State organization like the

Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration, the waning weeks of winter
are a time for New Year’s resolu-
tions.

If one were to characterize these
resolutions, which are in RIOC’s
2003-04 budget proposal, the prom-
ises might be as follows:  We will
go on a diet, downsizing our execu-
tive corps and removing the appear-
ance of temptation. We will save
for the future.  We will forgo pay
raises and, at the end of the fiscal
year, next March, we will record
another surplus.

The big picture, though, requires
no paraphrasing. Here are t he
words of Patrick Siconolfi, RIOC’s

acting president, in his March 13
presentation to the board:  “Total
revenues at $14.8 million will be up
about a million dollars from the year
before.  And expenditures at $12.7
million will be down significantly,
about $700,000 from the year be-
fore. So we’re in a position that I
want to emphasize: Revenues are
up, expenditures are down. OK?”

OK.  But even the most frugal
household typically has at least
one budget-bender.  On Roosevelt
Island, it is the Tramway.  RIOC is
estimating a loss of $2,329,400 in
the coming year in  its Tram ac-
count, despite a 30 percent gain in
anticipated revenue.  The Tram is
expected to cost $3,810,400, while
i ts  income i s est imated at
$1,481,000.  In May, the fare will rise
to $2, as required, to match the
MTA’s subway and bus increase.

Even after subtracting for capital
improvements, depreciation, and
“indirect” costs (the Tramway’s
share, for accounting purposes, of
RIOC’s overall  administ rat ive
costs), the Tram would still show a
deficit of more than $1 million.  To
put this in perspective, if every
apartment on Roosevelt Island –
including the new Southtown units
– were to share equally  in making
up this loss , the yearly charge
would be about $274.  That is equal
to a rent or co-op maintenance in-
crease of about $23 per month.  Add
back the money for Tramway re-

pairs and accounting adjustments,
and the monthly cost per apartment
or co-op would be about $53.

Of course, RIOC has no power to
charge such fees, and would never
devise such a comparison itself.
But the presence of such a large
loss in one account does represent
a constraint on the organization.
How to cope with this deficit, given
a static base of operational income?
Siconolfi’s solution appears to  be
in cost-cutting in other areas.  In
the 2003-04 budget, the biggest
savings will be in salaries and fringe
benefits, which have been set at
$4,975,000, a decrease of almost
$800,000 from the current year.

Siconolfi, who has retained the
title of Chief Financial Officer, said
much of the savings were achieved
by the elimination of five positions
from RIOC’s 101-person work force
in December, mainly in administra-
tion.  For example, the job of vice
president, which had been held by
Robert Antonek, has been elimi-
nated.  The top information tech-
nology job has also been cut.  And
one personnel  account – which
may have tempted some excess in
the past – will be eliminated en-
tirely:  that is the “central services
vacation buyback,” which is pro-
jected to cost $90,000 in the cur-
rent fiscal year.

As  Siconolfi reviewed the job
cuts, Board member David Kraut ex-

RIOC Presents a Tight Budget;
$2 Tram Fare Follows MTA Hike

Briefly...
Additional security will now be

evident around the Island and its
transportation links, according to
a RIOC representative, but RIOC’s
and Public Safety’s policy is not to
publicize specifics of its planning.
(See letter, page 2.)

Both Joan Dawson and Susan
Whitaker have resigned from the
RIOC Board, leaving two openings.
“The Governor’s appointment of-
fice is aware of the openings,” said
Board Chair Marybeth Labate at
last week’s Board meeting.

PS217 is looking for Career Day
speakers for May 30 – people willing
to talk about their work to grades 6
to 8.  To pitch your occupation, call
Guidance Counselor Susan Cohen at
1-212-980-0294, ext. 2422.
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LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

Letters deadline for April 12 issue:  Monday, April 7
Letters received after deadline will  be considered on a space-available bas is.

Letters PLetters PLetters PLetters PLetters Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the Editor, to the community, and to/from officials .  Publication

on a Name Withheld basis wil l be considered, but the writer’s name, address, and phone number
must be provided for  verification and for our  records; anonymous letters are not considered for
publication.

 Preferred m eth od s of  sub missi on:  By e-mail to Letters@MainStreetWI RE.com
(ASCII text preferred, or use any wordprocess ing software, but no MSWord fi les with macros), or
PC-standard 3.5" floppy disk left at 531 Main Street addressed to The WIRE.  Alternatives:
Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to 1-212-755-2540 (to fax, call ahead
to 1-212-826-9055).  Clearly  handwritten letters  will  be considered if brief, but we cannot take
telephone dictation of letters.  All letters are subject to acceptance, and to editing for length
and clarity. Recommend maximum length, 300 words; longer letters will  be considered if their
content merits the required space.

 Questions?  Call 1-212-826-9055.

To Patrick Siconolfi:
Users of public transport in New York City are shortly

going to be paying substantially higher fares, and for
riders of the Roosevelt Island Tram, for whom there
are no discounts available, this will amount to an in-
crease of 33%.  If ridership remains the same this
should result in an increase in  fare revenues of
$400,000-$500,000 per annum.  It is my understanding
that previous requests that the MetroCard be intro-
duced for the Tram were rejected on the grounds that
too much revenue would be lost, and it seems to me
that this moment, when a substantial fare increase is
being implemented and subway tokens are being
phased out, represents a golden opportunity to intro-
duce MetroCard to the Tram without a significant loss
in revenue, while simultaneously mitigating the effects
of the fare increase for Tram riders.  If all Tram riders in
future were to use multi-trip MetroCards, there would
still be an 11% increase in fare revenue.  While there
might be some fare splitting with the MTA when Tram
riders also use a bus or subway, this would work both
ways.  I know that when I use public transport to
reach my office my preferred transport is Tram and
Second Avenue bus, but as this is now two fares I use
subway and crosstown bus.

Introducing MetroCard for the Tram would also

are required to pledge volunteer
time, including gallery-sitting.  The
current  proposal envi sions that
“the new Artist Studio Facility will
provide RIVAA members free day
and evening access to... studios,”
monitored by trained volunteers.  It
also anticipates making the studios
available to “non-members on a lim-
ited time basis at low-cost hourly
rates, thereby encouraging non-
members to take classes at the stu-
dios and to become participating
members of RIVAA.”  According to
the proposal, classes will be offered
weekly for three-month periods.

R IVAA i s headed by Arl ine
Jacoby, President; and Vice Presi-
de nt s Tad Sudol  and Esther
Piaskowski Cohen.

RIVAA from page 1

encourage Tram ridership among the new residents of
Southtown, as I understand that most of them will be
traveling to facilities in the York Avenue area, and a
Second Avenue landing in Manhattan is likely to be
more convenient than Lexington Avenue, unless it were
to involve two fares.

Once MetroCard is implemented, and the Tram is
better integrated into New York City public transport,
RIOC should be far more proactive in seeking a rea-
sonable share of transport funding for the Tram, which
is probably the only public transport in the country
which is expected to be fully paid for by the users,
either directly through fares or from other funds pro-
vided from the community’s budget.  Even privately-
operated bus lines providing service to some of the
outer areas of the City boroughs receive subsidies
from the City.  It seems to me that it might be easier to
do this if Roosevelt Island transport were a separate
entity and I therefore suggest that consideration
should be given to establishing a Corporation that I
shall call the Roosevelt Island Transport Corporation,
which would be responsible for the Tram and the
buses. I would expect it to be easier, with the help of
our elected representatives, to obtain funding for this
entity than for the general budget of RIOC.

Geoffrey Kerr

Budget from page 1

pressed some concerns. “We don’t
have a whole lot of extra people,”
Kraut said.  “If you need people to
get something done, you’ve got to
hire them.”

Siconolfi said that “most of the
separations were administrative
staff.”  Abreakdown of personnel ac-
counts shows that spending for the
wages of bus drivers and mechanics
is supposed to decline by $109,102.
The grounds crew will be going down
$172,786.  The only group showing
an increase is the 38-member Public
Safety Department, RIOC’s largest
single employee unit.  Projected sala-
ries for Public Safety this fiscal year
are $1,242,900; the proposed budget
would increase that amount by more
than $57,000.

Bargaining with the various union
locals will determine the final num-
bers.  But as RIOC cuts its payroll,
other expenses are going up, most
notably for “consulting and legal/
contractual” services – everything
from auditors and engineers to eleva-
tor repairs and the outsourcing of
information technology services.
This category alone shows an in-
crease of $433,000, to $647,000.  In-
surance premiums are expected to
rise to nearly $1.1 million, an increase
of $181,000, even without the addi-
tion of terrorism coverage, which is
still being negotiated.

The bottom line, on the spending
side, is a general fund budget of
$10,774,000, compared to $10,835,000
this year.

On the revenue side, nearly $10.9
million is expected for the general
fund, a total that is little changed over

the past three years.  The biggest
source of this money, 43.4 percent of
it, or almost $4.7 million, will come
from the tenants of Manhattan Park.
The next largest contributors are the
Motorgate parking garage, 14.2 per-
cent, and the Tram, 14 percent.

The original “WIRE” housing de-
velopments on Roosevelt Island –
Westview, Island House, Rivercross
and Eastwood – buildings that ac-
count for 66 percent of the Island’s
currently available apartments – con-
tribute 10.8 percent of the income to
RIOC’s general fund.  Almost all of
this money, $1,136,000 (no increase
from 2002-03), is assessed for Public
Safety, which is authorized to con-
duct patrols inside these buildings;
Manhattan Park’s contract is limited
to perimeter patrols, according to
Public Safety officials.  Manhattan
Park’s share of the Public Safety bud-
get is $223,000.

Siconolfi this year broke out his
ground rent request for Rivercross,
a co-op, from its Mitchell-Lama step-
sister, Island House, which is man-
aged as a rental by Roosevelt Island
Housing Management, Inc.  (The
other Mitchell-Lama buildings,
Eastwood and Westview, are not
charged ground rent.)

Last year, RIOC budgeted a total
of $41,000 in ground rent from Island
House and Rivercross. This year, it
has broken the numbers out, calling
for $31,000 from Island House (no
change), and $12,000 from
Rivercross, an increase of $2,000.
Rivercross has not paid its ground
rent for 2002-03, according to RIOC.
The president of the Rivercross
Board, John Weatherhead, did not
reply to messages seeking comment
on the question of how it intends to
handle these charges.

These minor budget entries serve
at most to raise the issue of fairness
among the residents of Roosevelt
Island, at least insofar as RIOC has
chosen to illustrate the problem dur-
ing Siconolfi’s tenure as chief finan-
cial officer. Simple arithmetic shows
that the full range of RIOC services
amounts to about $4,266 per year in
direct charges for each Manhattan
Park apartment, while the “WIRE”
households are charged only $528,
even though the era of state subsi-
dies is almost universally described
here as having ended with the as-
cension of the Pataki administration.
In his budget materials, Siconolfi has
tried to point out the extreme dispari-
ties that have developed over the
past several years, but he appears to
have had little success in generating
a debate about this issue by the RIOC
board.

Other budget entries hint at policy
changes.

For example, “Main Street Park-
ing,” which is expected to finish this
year with revenue of $76,000, is pro-
posed at $100,000 in 2003-04, an in-
crease of more than 30 percent.  Is-
land activists have been clamoring
for stricter enforcement of parking
regulations, and this could well be
RIOC’s response.

“Commercial Rent” is another en-
try in this category.  RIOC is count-
ing on its Main Street business ten-
ants to provide 7.4 percent of the
budget next year, compared with 7
percent in 2002-03, an increase of
$43,000.  As Siconolfi described it to
the Board, RIOC is trying to “maxi-
mize the value of its assets’’ and has
sought to convert “nonperforming
[assets] to performing assets.”  This
was a polite reference, in part, to
bringing in a card shop operator who
will pay his rent.

The most opaque aspect of RIOC’s
budget picture is its treatment of
Southtown revenue, more than $3.6
million for 2003-04, which has been
largely dedicated to pay for Island
repairs and projects, and to set up a
restricted capital or endowment fund.
Siconolfi said that a $2.1 million pay-
ment from Southtown Building No. 1
shows up in the budget as $33,000
because the money is subject to am-
ortization over the 65-year life of the
lease. “Even though the cash will be
in hand – it will be in the bank – we
will recognize a very small piece of it
each year,” he said.  This is a method
of sheltering the money for future
uses, he said.

Siconolfi told the Board that sub-
stantial additional payments are still
being negotiated.

“Unrest ri cted” money from
Southtown, $616,000, has been bud-
geted next year for numerous main-
tenance and repair projects (work on
the AVAC system, the esplanade and
playgrounds, even $175,000 in legal
fees, among other entries).  That
leaves $3 million to be used for long-
term, big-ticket items.  RIOC has de-
vised a capital management plan to
account for these expenditures.  A
new Tram cabin ($500,000) is part of
it, as are some of the costs of fixing
Blackwell House and improving the
plaza of the Good Shepherd chapel.

More than $2 million, however, is
basically going into the bank, dedi-
cated to the Island’s future capital
needs.

While the budget was presented
at last week’s RIOC Board meeting, it
was not passed, and will be consid-
ered at the April meeting, currently
set for Thursday evening, April 10.
[When the budget is made available
after final approval, it will be posted
on Websit e NYC10044  at
www.nyc10044.com.]

To Marybeth Labate and Patrick Sinconolfi:
This week, I should be celebrating my 20th year on Roosevelt Island.
And there is much to celebrate.  But, as an eyewitness to the attacks

on and the destruction of the World Trade Center, and as the resident
who immediately called the Roosevelt Island Public Safety that morning
to alert them to secure the Tramway after witnessing the first attack, I
have a strong memory of feeling “insecure.”  I am sending you both this
letter in the hope that DHCR and RIOC will be a little more aggressive
about securing the Island and its residents, employees, guests, bridges,
Tramway and other assets as we go to war.

Adding hours to the already over-burdened and under-equipped (and
sometimes inefficient) Public Safety Department is not enough.  Even
with the advent of warmer weather, it is disturbing to see Public Safety
Officers still in the token booths, on their cell phones, reading newspa-
pers at both Tram stations, when they should be out and about on the
platforms, the surrounding areas, and (if they had binoculars) surveying
the towers and their bases.  Just getting the PSO on the Island side to
face west would be more than enough to hope for.  Removing or moving
the bulletin board in that booth would open up a view of the station, cars,
and tower area. I am also disappointed not to see anyone from the 114th
Precinct keeping an eye on the Tram or at the blue substation near the
subway station, as was previously done.

What steps are being taken to work with the 114th and 19th precincts to
provide better coverage at the foot of the 36th Avenue Bridge and the base
of the Tramway station in Manhattan, as well as the two towers in Manhat-
tan?  Are the police who are assigned to the two Health and Hospitals
Corporation facilities on the Island being asked to provide some screening
coverage at the base of the 36th Avenue Bridge or at the other end, by the
garage and ramp entrances where, after September 11, it was mostly our
PSOs providing the surveillance?  Let’s not forget that most of the cars that
come here belong to the employees of the two hospitals.  HHC could at least
be asked to help in certain locations.  Where is the police presence at and in
our subway station?  Where is some of the river and air presence I see at
other locations around the City?

While Police Commissioner Kelly keeps making public statements about
this alert, and Operations Atlas and Hercules, I would sure be interested
in DHCR and RIOC getting out some messages (and not waiting for The
WIRE to come out) to the 10,000-or-so people living and working here,
that they are doing everything possible, working with all local, State, and
Federal agencies, to secure and promote our safety.

Nina Lublin

Editor’s note:  RIOC public relations representative John Melia te lls
The WIRE  that specifics of Roosevelt Island preparedness are under
the jurisdiction of City and State authorities, and will not be publicized,
as a matter of security.

Between issues, get WIRE e-mail
bulletins:  Send an

“Add Me” to nyc10044@rcn.com
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Senior Center

Home-delivered meals available: 1-212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Monday
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)

Tuesday
9:00-11:00, Free Tax Filing Help
10-11, Dance & Relax
10-11, Latchhook Class
6:30, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10-12, Elder Craftsmen
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
3:00, Computer Class (advance

registration required)
7:00, Dance Class (Advanced)

Friday
9:30, Yoga Stretch (new time)
1:00, Bridge Class
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Thur., Mar. 27, 3:00, RISA Goes to

the Circus
Fri., Mar. 28,12:30, Birthday Party
Sun., Mar. 30, 2:00, Sunday

Brunch
Mon., Mar. 31, 12:30 p.m., Memo-

rial Service for Abe Shulman, at
the Senior Center

Tue., Apr. 8,7:00 p.m., General
nominations meeting

Wed., Apr. 16,9:00, Atlantic City
trip

Fri., Apr. 25, 12:30, Birthday party
Sat., Apr. 26, 6:30, Seder

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Be sure to provide a telephone
number for possible follow-up.

– This Weekend –
Gallery RIVAA hours Saturday and Sunday, 11:00-5:00.
Sculptures of Roosevelt Islander Maureen Leong on exhibit daily 3:00-

7:00 p.m. at Rongio Gallery, 201 Eastern Parkway, Suite
5C, Brooklyn.  For information:  1-718-636-0892.

Performance/Lecture, History of the Guitar, pre-
sented by Antoinette Davis, Library, Sat., Mar. 22,
11:00 a.m.

RIRA Auction Fund-Raiser, the Senior Center, Sat.,
Mar. 22, 6:30 for viewing, auction starts at 7:30 p.m.

Five Roosevelt Island Poets (and others) reading their
works, Gallery RIVAA, Sun., Mar. 23, 4:00 p.m.  Open
mike.  Free; suggested donation $5.

– The Coming Week –
Historical Society Presentation – Top of the World slide show and

lecture, with photographer Dave Frieder, Westview
community room, Mon., Mar. 24, 7:30 p.m.  Free.

Toastmasters public speaking group.  Visitors wel-
come.  Information:  1-212-759-0396. Mon., Mar. 24,
8:00 p.m.

Forum on Rent Control / Rent Stabilization, Tue.,
Mar. 25, 7:00 p.m., Einhorn Auditorium, Lenox Hill Hos-
pital, 131 East 76th Street.

Opening Reception for First An-
niversary Celebration, Gallery

RIVAA, Sat., Mar. 29, 6:00-9:00 p.m.  Free.  Gallery
hours:  Wed. and Fri., 6:00-9:00 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 11:00
a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Information:  1-212-308-6630 or
www. rivaa.com. Mixed-media exhibition, Vernissage II,
runs March 29-May 4.

– Future Events –
Concert:  The Tex Allen Septet, recording live, Sun., Mar. 30, 2:30

p.m., St. Mark’s Church, East 10th Street at Second Avenue.  Admission,
$20; reception after concert.

Memorial Service for Abe Shulman, Mon., Mar. 31, 12:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., Apr. 2, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.  Open to the public; public comments invited near start
of meeting.

Our Lives – Roosevelt Islanders Reminisce:  Erin
Feely-Nahem, President of the PTA, Gallery RIVAA,
Sun., Apr. 6, 4:00 p.m.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Apr. 10, evening,
Chapel of the Good Shepherd.

The Main Street WIRE – next scheduled issue, Sat.,
Apr. 12. Deadlines: Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
Apr. 4; decision on stuffers for The Bag, Mon., Apr. 7;
bag materials due Thur., Apr. 10.  Future issues:
Apr. 26; May 17, 31; June 14, 28; July 26; August 23;
September 6, 20; October 11, 25; November 8, 22

(Thanksgiving issue); December 13
(holiday issue).  Phone/fax for news,
1-2 12- 826 -90 55 /7 55- 254 0;
phone/fax for display and classified
advertising placement and informa-
tion, 1-212-751-8214/755-2540.
To list your organization’s Island
events here, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainS tree tW IRE.com, or
leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the desk at 531 Main Street; provide
a telephone number for follow-up.

Book Discussion – Selected Poetry, various poets.  Thur., Apr. 17,
6:30 p.m.  Pre-registration no longer required; book available at the Li-
brary.

The Abandoned Quarantine Islands of New York, photographic voy-
age to institutions on Swinburne, North Brother, South Brother, and Hart
Islands, with Molly McDonald, presented by the Roosevelt Island His-
torical Society.  Island House community room, 555 Main Street, Mon.,
Apr. 28, 7:30 p.m.

The
RIRA
Column

Mat thew Katz
Residents Association President

e-mail: m atthewkatz@rcn .com

At Gallery RIVAA

Queensboro Bridge
by Dave Frieder

Poet Helen Roht

Er in Feely-Nahem

If we had no winter, the spring would not be so
pleasant.

–Anne Bradstreet, Meditations Divine and Moral

Spring has finally come to Roosevelt Island, and
not a moment too soon!  Last weekend saw tempera-
tures in the 60’s for the first time since last September.
Friday heralded the vernal equinox
and the start of our Island’s most
glorious season.  Buds are on the
trees; can fragrant cherry blossoms
be far behind?

I made it my business last week
to meet with the heads of employee
housing for Cornell/Weill Medical
Coll ege and Memorial  Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center.  These
folks represent the hospital employees and medical
school faculty who will inhabit the first two buildings
of Southtown.  Occupancy seems likely for some time
this summer.

My intentions were twofold:  first, to establish a
relationship between these two institutions and the
Roosevelt Island community through its elected rep-
resentative, RIRA.  With the arrival of these newcom-
ers looming, it’s time to consider
how to incorporate this new popu-
lation into the flow and vitality of
Island life.  The Common Council
will need to revise its constitution
to accommodate new Southtown
members in numbers proportionate
to the other residential buildings.
Also, we shall need to consider the
impact on our policing and public
safety, on traffic and parking capac-
ity, on classroom capacity at PS/IS
217, on commuter transportation on
our overcrowded F train and Tram,
and, of course, on the printing and
di stribution of t his  newspaper.
Hospital representatives have be-
gun visiting our streets and I hope
to discuss with them how best to
make these junior faculty and staff
members not only welcome but also
incorporated (as much as their busy
schedules allow) as a part of this
unique, civic-minded example of small-town America.

My se cond issue was  t hat  of the Tram and
MetroCard service.  It seems likely that these new
residents will commute to work almost exclusively by
Tram.  This will increase the population of Tram riders
who are inconvenienced by our inability to avail our-
selves of the MetroCard system and also, inevitably,
will increase the revenue at the fare box.  I suggested
to the hospital housing reps that their Boards and
supporters, composed of the cream of New York soci-

ety and some of the most influential people in this
town, might be prevailed upon to use that influence in
bringing about this obvious improvement.

The Tram fares are linked by franchise agreement
with the City to subway and bus fares, and so Tram
riders will be obliged to pay $2.00 along with the rest
of New York’s straphangers.  And with the phasing

out of tokens, the Roosevelt Island
Tram may be the last vestige of this
century-old form of payment.  If
ever the time was ripe to  incorpo-
rate our Tram into the MetroCard
system, it’s now.  Our elected offi-
cials are on record in favor of this
idea, and Communi ty Board 8
passed a unanimous resolution to
that effect last June.  Even in a time

of fiscal austerity, this modest proposal should be able
to find proponents and financing.  I intend to keep
plugging away at this until we are successful or I’m
convinced that it’s a waste of time.  Stay tuned.

Tonight – Saturday, March 22 – marks the first fund-
raising event of the new RIRA Common Council.  You
may recall the dinner-dance we produced in March
2001 that raised the bulk of the money we needed to

provide the many events and ser-
vices that marked the last Common
Council: free breakfasts for volun-
teers on Roosevel t Island Day,
dances on the Promenade, Thanks-
giving dinner for the firefighters at
our FDNY Special Ops firehouse,
and, of course, the pl aque and
cherry tree located in the Chapel of
the Good Shepherd plaza and dedi-
cated last April to the memory of
our September 11th victims.

Once again, Vicki Feinmel and her
team have had the inspiration, done
the planning, and accomplished the
scut work that events like tonight’s
auction require.  Several years ago,
the Maple Tree Group sponsored
an auction that put over one hun-
dred items on the auction block.  It
was  not  jus t a successful
fundraiser, it was loads of fun.  This
time, we will offer an eclectic vari-

ety of goods and services including fine jewelry, the-
ater tickets, FreshDirect gift certificates, original art-
works, dance lessons, fitness classes, and much, much
more including a dental exam!  There are bargains ga-
lore with refreshments available, so come on down to
the Senior Center and support your Residents Asso-
ciation.  How often do you get the chance to do well
by doing good?  Doors open at 6:30 p.m., with bidding
to start at 7:30 p.m.  How much am I bid for Sunday
morning breakfast by a master short-order cook (me)?

by Linda Humphrey
As the State threatens to slash

pre -kindergart en funds , the
Is land’s publi c school and Day
Nursery plan to keep their programs
afloat with grants, fund-raising, and
parent volunteers.

“We will probably lose the fund-
ing, but I am hopeful that we will
still have pre-K classes, said Sherry
J. Gregory, principal of PS 217,

Island’s Pre-K Programs to Continue
which already has registered four-
year-olds for morning and after-
noon classes.  “We will look for
other funding and will probably ask
parents to help.”  The two-and-a-
half-hour-a-day program may lose
it s paraprofess ional  (ass is tant
teacher) and family worker (a so-
cial worker who holds parent work-
shops), Gregory said.

The St ate ’s pre-K program,

launched in 1997, allots about $3,000
per child, depending on the school.
At the Roosevelt Island Day Nurs-
ery, the funding has slashed pre-K
tuition for the past three years.  Di-
rector Sara Seiden plans to register
four-year-olds on Monday at the full
cost – $10,500 – with a proviso that,
if the funding comes through, tuition
will be reduced by about $3,000.

“I worked for several years to get
this pre-K funding,” Seiden said.
“It has made our seven-hour pro-
gram much more affordable.  A lot
of people on Roosevelt  Island
can’t afford a program like this.  If
we lose this funding we will have
to try to find a way to do an afford-
able program.”  Seiden said she
might add half-day pre-K classes
and will seek scholarship money
through fund-raising and grants.

Information and updates on pre-
K funding are available on the web
at www.winningbeginningny.org .

Card Shop Renovating
by Mary Camper-Titsingh

“All of the services provided by the former Roosevelt Island Corner
Store [the Card Shop] will remain the same,” says Rakesh Patel, the new
owner of the shop where Islanders have bought their newspapers and
lottery tickets for many years.

“Ali Khan, the former owner, gained much respect in this community
and we hope to do the same,” Patel told The WIRE Tuesday.  “We are
remodeling the shop with wider aisles so that our customers can move
around more easily.  The carpet was installed yesterday and the new
front door will provide easier access for customers in wheelchairs,” he
said over the din of carpenters hammering away at new display shelves.

Patel arrived in the United States on December 28, 1990, from western
India, and became an American citizen in  1996.  He and his wife, Kilpa,
have two small boys, one five years old, the other eleven months.  Ankit,
his young nephew, often comes to  help in the store on weekends.

One of Patel’s brothers, employed as a supervisor at the Coler campus
of Coler-Goldwater Hospital, became aware that the store here was for
sale, and in  2003 he and his three brothers purchased it and added it to
the three other newsstand shops they own in the New York City suburbs.

They plan to add some new services and merchandise to the current
fax and copy machines, magazines, cards, office and school supplies,
gifts, candy, and sodas.  There will be a bill-payment center.  MetroCards
and tickets for Atlantic City bus trips will also be available in the future.
Credit cards may be used for purchases other than cigarettes and news-
papers, but Patel is waiting to see if there is a demand for video games or
cell phones.  The shop is open while remodeling goes on.

PS 217 Among
Most Improved

The Roosevelt Island School has
won a “most-improved” award
from the State Education Depart-
ment .  Twenty-five Manhat tan
schools made the statewide list,
based on fourth-grade reading-test
scores.  PS 217’s 2002 scores shot
up 25% over those of 1999, Princi-
pal Sherry Gregory said, adding
that fourth-graders now focus on
literacy for “most of the morning.”
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BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children

and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
Serving Island residents for over 20 years

200 West 57th Street
1-212-757-2285

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,
COURTEOUS

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine

To Serve You Better
Your Neighborhood Cleaners

We Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert Tailor
on Premises

571 Main St.

1-212-758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

1-1-1-1-1-

All discounts included in airport fares:
JFK $27 • LGA $12 • Newark $55

On all other fares:
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

5% Off By Mar. 31st

Looking For a Gentle, Caring, Dental Family?

Here We Are on Roosevelt Island
Our philosophy: Our office offers adults and children a Quality Dental Service
with compassion, thoroughness, and respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers, ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Don’t forget to sign up at work for out-of-network dentists
Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7

Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 1-212-752-8722

Some of the Dental Plans we accept toward payment:
MetLife, Cigna, Aetna, Prudential,  USHealthCare, Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Se habla español!
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• Academic Program

• Spiritual Formation
• School Community

• Extracurricular Sports
• Parent Participation
• Special School Programs

MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD

SCHOOL
AND

EARLY CHILDHOOD

CENTER
(37th Street Between Broadway and 34th Avenue)

REGISTRATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2003

ALL NEW REGISTRATIONS
TUESDAY, APRIL 1ST – 9:00-11:00 AM, 5:30-7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2ND – 9:00-11:00 AM
THURSDAY, APRIL 3RD – 9:00-11:00 AM, 5:30-7:30 PM

Middle States
Accredited

CATHOLIC EDUCATION AT ITS BEST!!!!

PRESCHOOL THROUGH GRADE 8

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 6

10:00 AM-1:00 PM

For Enrollment Please Call:

718.626.1040

MOST PRECIOUS

BLOOD SCHOOL

Experience
the

Difference

For Enrollment Please Call

718.278.4081

Quality
Developmentally-Oriented,

Family-Centered
Child Care Program

For 2.9- to 5-Year-Olds

Come Grow
With Us!

• Developmentally-Oriented Child Care
• Full-Day or Half-Day Programs
• Fully-Equipped Outdoor Play Yard

• Mixed Age Groupings
• Snack Included

• Open 8AM-5PM

M.PM.PM.PM.PM.P.B.B.B.B.B
EarEarEarEarEarllllly Childhood Centery Childhood Centery Childhood Centery Childhood Centery Childhood Center

Busing available for eligible students



We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away.  We will

make sure your pet is safe and
happy in his or her own home.  Will
also help with mail, plants, etc.

Excellent references.  Call us at
1-212-751-8214.
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by Seth Kaufman

Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street • Phone 1-212-643-3900  Fax 1-212-588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Free checking • Competitive interest on savings accounts
Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Announcing...

Saturday Hours
That’s right.  We’ve been listening to what the Roosevelt Island community has to

say about its needs in financial services, so we’re adding Saturday morning hours
while keeping the rest of our schedule intact.  Now, the Better Way to Bank isn’t a

bank at all.  It’s your neighborhood Credit Union.

Montauk Hours
Monday-Wednesday & Friday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs

Thursday

Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m.

Doors open until 7:30

Saturday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon

ATM 24/7 • NYCE affiliate

Basketball Red in the 14-16 Division and Orange in the 11-13 Division captured the
2003 championships in the Youth Program’s Winter Basketball League.

In the championship game in the 14-16 Division, Red defeated Blue 83-80 in an enor-
mously exciting game that was not decided until the final seconds.  Red, behind strong
three-point shooting, built a 12-point lead at the half, 44-32, and the lead remained in double
digits for most of the second half.  However, Blue scored 10 straight points to tie the game
at 72 with less than five minutes remaining. The intensity continued to build as the score
was tied again at 74, 76, and 78.  With thirty seconds left in the game, Deshawn Pearson
scored to give Blue a two-point lead.  However, with 10 seconds remaining, Chris Chatman
scored, was fouled and converted the free throw to put Red back in front 81-80.  Blue had
one last chance but could not convert, and Chris Chatman added two free throws with 1.4
seconds left on the clock to seal the victory.  Chris was the leading scorer in the game with
36 points, but received important help from Mirza Avdovic with 17, Fabian Williams with 15,
and Remy Armenakis with 11.  Blue was led by Lamar Burrows with 31 points, while Karam
Hider scored 14, Andrew Rousseau scored 13, and Deshawn Pearson added 11.  Congratu-
lations to all of the members of the championship Red team – Dax Armenakis, Remy Armenakis,
Mirza Avdovic, Fode Bah, Matthew Brodsky, Chris Chatman, Seif Dorani, Eric Miranda, and
Fabian Williams – and their coaches, Jim Armenakis and Felix Santella.

In the 11-13 Division championship game, Orange upset the first-place Green team 57-49
in a game that was closer than the final score would indicate.  Green led at the half 27-23;
however, Orange came back and overtook Green as Joshua Hart scored 13 of his 23 points
in the second half, David Dinkins had 12 of his 17 points, and Jonathan Douglas added 7 of
his 11 points.  For Green, Joshua Cushnie had a game-high 27 points, while Vernon Thomas
scored 14 and Emilio Estevez added 6.  Congratulations to all of the members of the champi-
onship Orange team – Mark Anderson, David Dinkins, Jonathan Douglas, Nachiketa Goyal,
Joshua Hart, Massi Ladjouzi, Noel Polanco, Seth Vacirca, and David Walker – and their
coaches, James Hart and Mike Cagle.

Baseball Evaluations for the Minors (ages 8-10) will be held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday,
March 22, in the PS/IS 217 gym.  Evaluations for the Majors (ages 11-13) will be held at 11:00
a.m. Saturday, March 29, at Capobianco Field (opposite Westview).

Repairs • Rentals • Accessories

348 E 62 (betw. 1st & 2nd)

Bike Heaven
M-F 10-7 • S-S 9-5 • MC/Visa
1-212-230-1919 e-mail mybikeheaven@yahoo.com

10% off any single purchase of accessories with this coupon

CAT
SITTER

the investigation of whether it should,
should begin.”  He also pointed out that two
of the track ropes – fixed wires that are the
equivalent of railroad tracks – can no longer
be repositioned to relieve the pressure on
contact points, because they have gotten
too short after years of adjustments.  Those
wires will have to be replaced.

Board member David Kraut emphasized the
unique nature of the Island’s system.  “No
one does it anywhere else in the world, and
so virtually every step we take is a new step,”
he said. “We’re making policy here for how
to run a tramway as a commuter transporta-
tion system.”

In looking over the engineering reports,
Kraut estimated that the cost of upgrading
the system would be at least $5 million.
“With the exception of the towers themselves,
virtually every part of the tram is probably go-
ing to need replacement over the next 10 years

Tramway from page 1
at a huge, for us, capitalization,” he said.

Board member Mark Ponton raised sev-
eral basic questions. First, how can you tell
when a carriage or cabin is getting worn out?

Wollum noted that the carriage, like an air-
plane, is fashioned from aluminum. “Alumi-
num is not quite so predictable as steel, and
it needs a more thorough analysis,” he said.

“Steel always gives some warning signs
that are fairly  easy to determine with nonde-
structive testing, and  we’ve approached at
least one company that does monitoring and
analysis of aluminum parts and we have a
quote from them for that work.”  The cabin
itself is mostly aluminum, too, he said.

Ponton later questioned Siconolfi about
the logic of replacing just one of the Tram
cabins this year. “It seems to me they both
start on the same day, they both run at the
same time,” he said.  “We’re either doing
one too early or one too late, I think.  And I
want to know which one I should ride on,
among other things.”

Siconolfi said: “Both will be replaced ear-
lier than necessary, is the answer to your
ques tion.” He said that Doppelmayr and
RIOC’s engineers from Kimley-Horn and As-
sociates, a major consulting company, had
determined that “starting five years from
now’’ is when the “buckets [cabins] and the
hangers” need to be replaced.

Siconolfi said that he and Vincent Kopicki,
RIOC’s director of engineering and capital
projects, and their consultants had dis -
cussed “how close to the edge do you want
to play it.”

The decision, he said, was:  “Let’s do it
sooner rather than later.  So if you do one this
year and one next year we will still be early.”

Siconolfi said that a custom-built cabin
would take eight  months  to  build , and
Wollum said that it would take about two
weeks to  install.

Ponton suggested that both cabins be re-
placed at about the same time, in order to
minimize downtime, and added that if the work
had to span two fiscal years, one cabin could
be installed at the end of March 2004, and the
other one in early April 2005. But Siconolfi said
both cabins could be replaced in the same fis-
cal year, if the board wanted to do so.

Siconolfi al so sugges ted that  people
should start thinking about possible “imagi-
native” uses for the old cabins.

Mary Beth Labate, who chairs the RIOC
board, brought up the question of the $2
Tram fare, which will take effect in May.
Under the Island’s franchise agreement with
the city, the Tram fare has to match the Met-
ropolitan Transit Authority’s standard sub-
way and bus fare, which is going up by 50
cents.  “Now might be an opportune time to
push harder on the Metrocard,” Labate said,
in other words, tying in the Tram to the rest
of the MTA system.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME
SHOPPING
SERVICE

Let me do your legwork

Fur nitur eFurn itureFur nitur eFurn itureFurn iture
Upholstery, SlipcoversUpho ls te ry, Slipco versUpholstery, SlipcoversUpho ls te ry, Slipco versUpholstery, Slipcovers
WWWWWallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpaper & Fallpape r & Fabricabricabricabricabric

Carpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area RCarpet & Area Rugsugsugsugsugs
All WAll WAll WAll WAll Window  Tindow Tindow  Tindow Tindow  Treatmentsreatmen tsreatmentsreatmen tsreatments
Floor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & TFloor & Tererererer race Trace Trace Trace Trace Tilesi lesi lesi lesi les

LightingLightingLightingLightingLighting
Carp entr yC arpen tryCarp entr yC arpen tryCarpe ntr y

Kitchen  RKitchen RKitchen  RKitchen RKitchen  Renovatio nen ovationenovatio nen ovationen ovation
PPPPPaint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faint & Faux Faux Faux Faux Faux Finishesin ishesinishesin ishesinishes

All AAll AAll AAll AAll Accessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccessoriesccess ories
Closet DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset DesignCloset Design

Budget Oriented
Time-saving

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator
531 Main Street

751-8214
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified

Specialist in Adult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

1-212-
832-2310

501 Main Street

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans
Accepted

32-BJ
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross

CIGNA
HIP

Oxford

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

Classified
50¢/word • 1-212-751-8214

Deadline for April 12 issue:  April 7

LOST NECKLACE – Gold-plated, red beads, at Motorgate or on Main Street.
Reward.  Call 1-212-838-3226.

PHOTOGRAPHY in new Island studio by Selwyn Fund – professional family
portraits and most other photographic needs.  1-212-980-8377.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  1-212-935-7510.
Beeper 1-917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING – $75.  Prompt.  Formerly with Steinway.  Ben Treuhaft.
1-212-505-3173.

ELDER LAW – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning, and Living Wills.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington
Avenue, New York, NY.  1-212-754-9117.

AMERICAN APPLIANCE SERVICE – Installations and Repairs on refrigeration,
central air, A/Cs, washers, dryers, dishwashers, stoves.  Insured, licensed,
both commercial and residential.  $16.00 off on repairs.  1-718-352-4600,
1-516-352-4600.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    1-212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

DAISY DOODLE – Magic Shows, Dance Parties, Disney, Toddlers, Princess,
Pirate, Barbie, Harry Potter, balloons, facepainting, crafts, holiday shows.
1-212-501-4828.[12 /03 ]

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident
Diana Brill.  Gift certificates available.  1-212-759-9042.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE – Dolores Green.  1-212-223-4077.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS – Color Views of Tram and Lighthouse
Park; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check payable to The
WIRE to 531 Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail address (if available).
Questions:  1-212-826-9055. Sorry, no phone or credit card orders.

NOTARY PUBLIC – 1-212-935-7534.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references.  Free
estimate.  1-212-751-8214.

CAT-SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc.  1-212-751-8214.

GREAT CARS, Great Prices, Great Financing!  All makes & models.  Call Lyle
at 1-646-523-9033.

JOLSONS
WINES & LIQUORS

22-24 31st STREET
ASTORIA, NY 11105

Telephone 1-718-728-2020
Fax 1-718-956-8910

(Last stop on the “N” train)

FINE IMPORTED
AND DOMESTIC WINES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

VISIT OUR TEMPERATURE-CONTROLLED FINE WINE CELLAR

We specialize in
• Holiday Gif• Holiday Gif• Holiday Gif• Holiday Gif• Holiday Gift Basketst Basketst Basketst Basketst Baskets

• Corporate Gif• Corporate Gif• Corporate Gif• Corporate Gif• Corporate Giftststststs
• W• W• W• W• Weddings and Bridal Showers Caterededdings and Bridal Showers Caterededdings and Bridal Showers Caterededdings and Bridal Showers Caterededdings and Bridal Showers Catered

• P• P• P• P• Private Private Private Private Private Parties Cateredarties Cateredarties Cateredarties Cateredarties Catered
• Bartending Services• Bartending Services• Bartending Services• Bartending Services• Bartending Services

GIFT WRAPPING AVAILABLE
FREE DELIVERY TO ROOSEVELT ISLAND

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
CONTACT US ON THE INTERNET – jolsonwines@yahoo.com

or WINEDETECTIVE@HOTMAIL.COM

1-212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Busy Season
We know... we know...  There’s no
season that isn’t busy, and it gets

all the more intense with the arrival
of Spring.  We can help.  When the
world asks just a little more from
you than you’re prepared to give,

skip the cooking and spend a
relaxing hour at Trellis – or order
from our delivery/take-out menu.

Come on in!
See you at Trellis...

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 1-212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute.

Schedule your child’s camp and school
physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.
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GRISTEDE’S IS BRINGING LOWER PRICES TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

ORGANIC

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

7 UP
Soda

$129
2 liter

PHILADELPHIA BBQ CHICKENS $399
New Yorkers have told us that GRISTEDE’S has the best BarBQue chickens in town.  Not only
are they the best tasting, but the best price in town.  Better than Boston.  You Be The Judge! each

Whole
Only

Lucky Leaf
Apple

Juice
$199

Ocean Spray
Cranberry Juice

Cocktail

2/$332 oz.

64 oz.

Pric
e

Brea
kth

ro
ugh

BOAR’S HEAD • FOR YOUR FAMILY WHEN IT COUNTS

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

USDA Grade A
Boneless & Skinless

Chicken
Breast

$299
lb.

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

Prices
Effective
3/23/03 - 3/29/03

Bumble Bee
PRIME FILLET

Solid White
Albacore Tuna

$179
6 oz. • In Water

BOAR’S HEAD® • • • ONLY THE GOOD GOES IN®

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

Tropicana
Orange Juice

$299
64 oz.

PURE
PREMIUM

All
Varieties

Slicing
Pepperoni
$599

lb.

Muenster
Cheese

$499
lb.

Virginia
Ham
$799

lb.

Pepper
Turkey

$799
lb.

JOEY ‘POTS & PANS’ ITALIAN SAUCE. Not a restaurant recipe. A simply hearty
homemade treat just like its ingredients: Imported Italian Tomatoes, Extra Virgin
Olive Oil and Fresh Basil. The secret is its preparation that makes the difference.
A family recipe since 1919. At GRISTEDE’S, We DELIVER The BEST For LESS!

$499
24 oz.

OUR NEW
LOW PRICE!

Pric
e

Brea
kth

ro
ugh

Gatorade
Drinks

All Varieties

2/$332 oz.

Coca Cola
2/$512 oz. cans

6
Pack

Regular • Diet • Caffeine Free

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

EVERYDAY

LOW
PRIC

E

Regular

Golden Ripe

Bananas
59¢

lb.

Horizon
OrganicTM

Milk
All Varieties

$299
64 oz.

Since 1905, BOAR’S HEAD® was determined to use only the FINEST INGREDIENTS
available to create products with EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY. With BOAR’S HEAD®,
you get PURE BEEF, PORK, TURKEY and CHICKEN with no by-products!  You get

real spices with no artificial flavors, artificial colors or loads of preservatives.

GRISTEDE’S and BOAR’S® HEAD - QUALITY AT ITS BEST!

Regular
or Diet

COME SEE THE DIFFERENCE! John Catsimatidis, Chairman & CEO

We at GRISTEDE’S are proud to introduce our DIAMOND VALUE CLUB
(DVC) card.  Use your DVC card every time you shop to get discounts, rewards
and prizes.  Submit your application TODAY and automatically register for the

chance to win our GRAND PRIZE of “A Night Out On The Town” or the
RUNNER-UP PRIZE of a $100 GRISTEDE’S Gift Certificate.  Register for

your DVC Card at any GRISTEDE’S and a chance to win TODAY.

NEW! GRISTEDE’S DIAMOND VALUE CARD

6
Pack

Dr. Pepper
Soda
Regular or Diet

$199
12 oz.

Stonyfield Farms
Organic

Yogurt

99¢
6 oz.

ORGANIC

All
Varieties

GGGGRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTEEEEDDDDEEEE’’’’SSSSPrices
Effective
3/23/03 - 3/29/03


