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Paint Your Wagon... er, Tram! Roosevelt Island Day today kicks off a Roosevelt
Island Historical Society Tram-decorating competition. Wednesday morning
RIHS President Judy Berdy was finishing off a display in a Rivercross storefront
window. Two $100 grand prizes for adults and children are at stake, and
participants’ imaginations are the only limits. An ad on page 11 presents rules

and deadlines.

Policy Restated to Allow
Casual Photography Here

You can now take casual or jour-
nalistic photographs on Roosevelt
Island without fear of arrest by a
Public Safety Officer.

A policy clarification wasissued
Wednesday by RIOC's Acting
President, Patrick Siconolfi, to Pub-
lic Safety chief James Fry, stating,
“It is the policy of the Roosevelt
Island Operating Corporation that
permits will not be required for
recreational photography or

Briefly...

Annie Pefia is
leaving the Senior
Center, where she's
-~ been a stalwart

friend of the
Island’'s senior citi-
- zens.

Westview residents kicked off a
fundraising campaign Wednesday
night, preparing to fight rent hikes
and position residents to become
owners, while protecting non-buy-
ers if and when the building be-
comes a cooperative.

videography. The press will also
not need permitsto take either till
or moving pictures on Roosevelt
Island.”

The clarification clears up a
policy ambiguity that had led to
several residents being taken into
custody by Public Safety Officers,
or being warned against continu-
ing to shoot pictures. (Seerelated
letter, page2.) Someresidentshad
sought a clear policy statement as
assurance that they would not be
hassled for using a camera here.

The Siconolfi memo continues,
“Permits will only be required for
commercial photography or
videography. Thistype of activity
can most easily be identified by
long sessionsthat often requirethe
exclusive use of aparticular areaof
the Island.”

RIOC's policy on photography
was set up originally to control the
use of the Island by movie compa-
nies and for commercial fashion
shoots (see photo below), but in
some instances it had been inter-
preted as prohibiting casual use of
acamera.

News Analysis by Dick Lutz

Could Roosevelt Island become the detonator in a
potential scandal over Governor George Pataki’s use
of the State's authorities — and public-benefit corpo-
rations like RIOC —to reward friends and supporters
with high-paying low-performance jobs?

The New York Times reported Thursday that Demo-
cratsin the State Assembly are gearing up to investi-
gate that very matter, with hearings planned into the
New York Power Authority’shiring of Lt. Col. Daniel
Wiese, the former head of Pataki’s security detail, as
itsinspector general. The Times editorialized on that
matter last week, pointing out that by keeping hisre-
tirement pay under awaiver, Wiesewill clear $220,000
ayear. (There'sarelated letter on page 2.)

Meanwhile, Robert H. Ryan, aone-time Pataki cam-
paign operative and now the deposed President of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC), is
pulling down $552 per workday —for not working. He
was suspended February 4, with pay, which contin-
ues under an administrative decision by Board Chair
Mary Beth Labate of the State Division of Housing
and Community Renewa (DHCR).

The RIOC Board was schedul ed to meet Thursday,
but the session was called off. The reason given to
The WIRE was a Labate family emergency that kept
her in Albany.

TheRIOC Board hasnot said, officially, what Ryan's
offense was. Ryan has admitted giving himself and
others on the RIOC staff lavish bonuses for “volun-
teer” work after the 9/11 disaster, but defends himsel f
by saying other State public benefit corporations did

" | Possible Scandal Brews at RIOC

thesame. But asthe Ryan matter drags on unresolved,
an obvious question loomslarge: If that'sthe charge,
why cannot it be resolved quickly? The obviousfol-
low-upis: If there's something else, what isit? And
what is the status of an investigation, ordered by the
Board, into Ryan's official behavior — why haven't
RIOC Board members seen theinch-thick report which,
at that size, would seem to contain something more
than a yes/no verdict on the 9/11-bonus question.
The Ryan matter, in juxtaposition with the Assem-
bly Democrats' determinationtolook into Pataki’suse
of patronage power, suggests that, at some point, the
use of RIOC jobs could come under close scrutiny,
particularly if Ryan did something not just question-
able, but patently illegal or against the understood
rules of the road. Last year, five RIOC employees
each took home over $110,000 in pay. One, attorney
Barbara Espejo, is authorized by the RIOC Board to
“work from home”’ —acircumstance that could appear,
to a skeptical mind, to be a no-show job. Another
employee, Public Information Officer John Melia, made
nearly $96,820 in 2002; community leadershave com-
plained beforethe RIOC Board that RIOC'spublic re-
lations operations is essentially non-functioning — or
at least that Meliahimself isnon-performing. (While
The WIRE has observed Melia present at afew public
functions on Roosevelt Island, the newspaper has re-
ceived no press releases from Melia and little other
evidence of actual work.)
But the current crux is Ryan—ano-show by order of
a RIOC Board whose award of continuity in Ryan's
See RIOC, page 3

That Power Plant Next Door?
State’s Biggest — and Growing

by Robert Laux-Bachand

Haveyou noticed that your next-
door neighbor is putting up a$170
million addition?

The neighbor isthe Ravenswood
Generating Station, and the addi-
tion, a 47,000-sgquare-foot power-
house, was about 65 percent com-
plete at the end of last week, ac-
cording to Brian McCabe, vice
president of KeySpan Energy De-
velopment Corporation.

Thisisapeak period of construc-
tion, with about 450 workersinthe
construction trades, mostly electri-
cians, working on the project in two
shifts, along with 160 to 170 super-
visory and management personnel.
McCabe told The WIRE that the
construction effort will significantly
diminishin early November, when

This fashion shoot at the pier earlier this week by photographer Chris Militscher,
for a Lord & Taylor catalog, is an example of the kind of sessions which, along
with commercial movies, require a special permit from the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation. Under a policy guideline issued this week, amateur

shutterbugs and journalists do not require a RIOC permit.

testing will begin to bring the new
generating units online.

Energy will flow to the State
power grid in December, he said,
and the project in its entirety, in-
cluding offices and locker rooms,
should be finished sometime in
March.

KeySpan Corporation, which
bought Ravenswood from Consoli-
dated Edison in 1999, says that
Ravenswood supplied about one-
fifth of New York City’s peak en-
ergy demand last summer.
Ravenswood isalready the biggest
power plantin New York State, with
a“net summer capability” of 2,185
megawatts, according to the fed-
eral Energy Information Adminis-
tration, and this new plant will add
250 megawatts.

What impact will it have on
Roosevelt Island?

The most obvious effect is vi-
sual. Someldandersmay have been

surprised by the sheer bulk of the
new facility, which KeySpan pro-
moted to the community asan eco-
friendly power plant. It rises215feet
above Vernon Boulevard in
Queens, covers 2.4 acresof the 27.6-
acresite, and isaformidable addi-
tion to the East Channel skyline,
even if it is still overshadowed by
BigAllis (Ravenswood No. 3), the
980-megawatt steam-driven unit
directly to its south, which went on
linein 1965. That was the year, in
November, that 800,000 people
were trapped in the subways dur-
ing a 13-hour blackout, and
Roosevelt Island as a residential
community did not even exist.
The smokestack for this new,
combined-cycleplant, asit’scalled,
will be 400 feet tall, topping out at
200 feet below the striped stacks
for Ravenswood’sNos. 1, 2 and 3.
The height was a matter of some
contention when the office of the

Queens Borough President and a
local group, CHOKE (Coalition
Helping to Organize aKleaner En-
vironment) went before a State ad-
ministrative law judge two years
ago and sought to intervene in the
siting process.

If you look at thetop of the build-
ing, the triple A-frame array that
resemblesasolar collector isactu-
ally part of an air-cooled condenser.
McCabe said the company had to
install this equipment, supplied by
Balcke-Durr Inc. of Tampa, Fla.,
because it was not permitted to
draw or discharge East River cool-
ing water. Instead, steam from the
turbinefloor will be drawn through
a 16-foot duct on the south side of
the building, up toward the roof
and 18 ceramic headers, where it
will be cooled and then recycled
into a holding tank, to be heated
again.

See Keyspan, page 8
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What One Thing?

In an editorial May 17, The WIRE
asked readers to nominate the
one thing they’d change about
Roosevelt Island to make it a
better place to live. Here are
some answers:

TotheEditor:

Here are the things | would like
for the Island:

1 A bakery.

2. Better transportation (includ-
ing the elevator issue).

3. Day carefor infants.

MargueriteCamaiore

TotheEditor:

My nomination for theonesingle
changethat would hugely improve
quality of life on Roosevelt Island
would be a pedestrian/bike bridge
connecting to the Manhattan side.
It could be built under the
Queenshoro Bridge, from the Medi-
tation Steps, or by connecting
Lighthouse Park to Carl Schurz
Park.

It would be great to bikeinto the
City.

Luca Cartegni

TotheEditor:

| am anew resident of the Island
—1 moved herein December —and |
appreciate everything about this
wonderful place. However, the
guestion (What Single Change...?,
editorial, May 31) isadifficult one.
| have anumber of changes| would
liketo seemateridize.

First, | would likethe MetroCard
system extended to the Tram to af -
ford greater accessibility to the ls-
land. .

| have also noticed the Island in
some areas is somewhat worn and
neglected. For example, the area
around Gristede’s needs better
lighting and maintenance.
Gristede’s, by the way, needs bet-
ter management or it needs to be
removed. It has some of the worst
merchandise and highest prices of
any nearby store.

Also, the walking/bike path on
the northeast/Queens side section
of the Island needs better mainte-
nance and/or new asphalt.

Finaly, | would halt devel opment
and create more park and open
space for the residents. The last
thing this Island needs is to be a
clone of Manhattan.

S.Walden

TotheEditor:

My nomination for theonesingle
changel’ d liketo see on Roosevelt
Island isa24-hour day-care center.
Though the Island is touted as a
haven for families, working moth-
ers are forced to leave their chil-
dren with baby-sitters in the ab-
sence of such a facility. Schools
run through 3:00 p.m. and, in the
absence of an after-school program
for the young ones, children have
to be picked up by caregivers.
Given that there are medical pro-
fessionalsand otherswho work the
night shift, an overnight center
would be a good addition. | have
lived away fromtheldand for abrief
period and know what awonderful
placeitis. If only it had better fa-
cilities for my son, | would never
leavel

Anusha Shrivastava

The Editorial Cartoon
Question:
How many
$90,000-a-
year RIOC
Engineers does
it take to
change a light
bulb?

[etters

To Patrick Siconolfi
Acting President, RIOC
Dear Mr. Siconalfi:

Can something be done about taking down the winter motif (snow-
flakes) banners on the street lamps at the north end of the Island, near
the garage and Manhattan Park? It is now summer.

Also, the situation of leaving the soccer field partially illuminated at
night, which has been an ongoing problem and about which we have
communicated our concernsto your office, ishaving aseriousimpact on
our quality of life. The light illuminates our apartment, even with our
blinds fully closed, resulting in our inability to sleep properly. In addi-
tion, it is doing nothing to keep people off the field. Indeed, the lights
serveto allow peopleto congregate near thefield at night. Last week, a
group of teen-agerswas near thefield, hidden from view by the bushes,
around 11:00 at night. In addition, having thelightsoniswasting alot of
money, in the form of electricity, which the State, and the Island, sorely
need.

Also, what is being done about repairing the holes and rutsin Main
Street and preventing the pigeons from roosting and defecating all over
the sidewalks—whereweall walk —in front of Motorgate? Thishasbeen
aproblem for at least two years. Indeed, the carcass of apigeon sat, for
four days, in this exact location, directly at the bus stop, surrounded by
the ever-present droppings. This area needs to be maintained daily,
since RIOC does not seem to be able to do anything to keep the pigeons
fromroosting there. Itisahealth hazard. All over thisCity, and all over
America, communities seem to know what to do — without resorting to
poison — to keep pigeon droppings away from people. It is no coinci-
dence that the Tram Plaza in Manhattan is also covered in droppings.
This is nothing but a lack of responsibility and resolve. It is easily
remedied. Pleasecontact meif you need guidance. | am sick of walking
through and near pigeon feces!

James Brock

TotheEditor: TotheEditor, TheNew York Times:

Regarding my earlier letter (The
WIRE, May 17) regarding restric-
tions on amateur photography on
Roosevelt Island, | received are-
sponse on May 20 from the Pub-
lic Advocate's Office, from Ms.
Maureen French. | had asked the
Public Advocate's Office to help
medetermineif NY PD had placed
restrictions due to security con-
cerns on photography in New
York City. Ms. French informed
me that, according to Deputy Po-
lice Commissioner Michael
O’ Rooney, there has been no
change in public policy regard-
ing photography in the New York

See Letters — Photos, page 9

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor, to the community, and to/from offi-
cials. Publication on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the writer's
name, address, and phone number must be provided for verification and for our
records; anonymous letters are not considered for publication.

Preferred methods of submission: E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (ASCII
text preferred, or use any wordprocessing software, but no MSWord files with
macros), or PC-standard 3.5" floppy disk left at 531 Main Street addressed to
The WIRE.

Alternatives: Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to
1-212-755-2540 (call ahead to 1-212-826-9055). Clearly handwritten letters will
be considered if brief, but we cannot take telephone dictation of letters.

All letters are subject to acceptance, and to editing for length and
clarity. Recommend maximum length, 300 words; longer letters will be considered
if their content merits the required space.

Regarding your June 2 editorial,
Good Placesto Sash a Crony, we
on Roosevelt Island know all too
well the corrosive power of
cronyism. The president of the
Roosevelt Iland Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC), Robert Ryan, has
been on administrative leave pend-
ing investigation by the State In-
spector Genera since February 4.
This Pataki appointee, the
Governor's campaign manager in
1994, is still pulling down his
$10,000+ per month salary with no
obligation to earn it. This salary,
and the other inflated salaries in
RIOC, are paid primarily by my
neighbors, the residents of
Roosevelt 1sland.

We have been told by RIOC that
they may not discuss the succes-
sion of the presidency with the
community, and the reason is that
Ryanisstill on paid administrative
leave. Once again, we are “out of
the loop” on an issue that directly
impacts the residents as the end
users of RIOC's role as a public-
benefit corporation. Once again,
this community is denied any con-
trol of itslocal government, which
is appointed by the Governor and

See Letters — Times, page 9

[etters

Editor’'s note: Raye Schwartz, a Rivercross resident, has been monitoring a
longtime standing-water condition at the south end of Eastwood, on the roof of
the minischool and on the playground behind it. Here, condensed for publication,
is part of her correspondence on the potential West Nile virus threat.

Re: Standing Water at 504 Main St.
Report Number: b19811
Dear Raye Schwartz:

| am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter.

The New York City Department of Health has received your report of
standing water and has initiated action to address this potentially dan-
gerous condition. DOH will inspect the property and, if astanding water
violation exists, the condition will be remediated and, as appropriate, we
will fine and bill the property owner for these services. We will [then]
send you an additional letter detailing the status of your complaint.

Please contact us again on our Web site at nyc.gov/health or by calling us
at 311 if you observe additional water accumulations.

For updated information on West Nile virus, please refer to the
Department’swebsite at http:/inyc.gov/health.

JamesH. Gibson, M.PH., Assistant Commissioner
New York City Department of Health

ToPatrick Siconalfi (Acting President of RIOC):

Thanks for responding to my call and e-mail... Aswediscussed | am
enclosing acopy of my response from the Department of Health, aswell
as its websites which address prevention of West Nile Virus. I've aso
enclosed websites which discuss larvacides which are “approved,” as
well astheir potential risks.

While the use of larvacides is sometimes useful in areas of standing
water that are not easily accessible, such as storm drains or marshland,
its longterm use should not be a substitute for removing standing water
in open areas, such as the roof or playground at 504 Main Street. I'm
surethat you will agreethat thereisaneed for vigilancein protecting at-
risk residents and workersfrom [this] threat.

Although you told me that you were assured that [RIOC] staff had
removed water after therain, | enclose adigital photo | took yesterday
around 4:00 p.m., 48 hours &fter the last rain, and on a day that was
sunny, with temperatures close to 80 degrees. Asyou can see, not only
was the roof not drained; water was also not drained from the adjoining
playground.

| don’t want to be adversarial, nor do | want to see a battle between
City and State agencies, with threats of finesand sanctions. All | want to
accomplishisassurance that RIOC will remove the standing water from
that roof and any other area where it may accumulate. It should be
routine, and shouldn’t require that we need to initiate callsand lettersto
makeit happen.

Please direct RIOC’smaintenance staff to drain the water at least once
aweek, and certainly more often after heavy rains, during thewarm months.

Thanks,

Raye Schwartz

-

-
"
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Tex Allen Concert

Islander Tex Allen will lead his sextet in a\Wel-
cometo Summer jazz concert Sunday, June22,in
the Chapel of the Good Shepherd (see
ComingUp, this page). Allen, who composes,
has recorded with a panoply of jazz artists, in-
cluding Slide Hampton, Freddie Hubbard, Nat
Adderly, Gil Evans, and Sarah VVaughan. He com-
posed for the Dreamworksfilm, Amistad, and the
Walt Disney film, Polly.

Admission for the concert will be $10 at the
door. A reception at Gallery RIVAA will follow
the performance.

In some countries the inhabitants display a cer-
tain repugnance to avail themselves of the political
privileges with which the law invests them; it would
seem that they set too high a value upon their time to
spend it on the interests of the community...But if an
American were condemned to confine his activity to
his own affairs, he would be robbed of one half of his
existence; he would feel an immense void in the life
which he is accustomed to lead, and his wretched-
ness would be unbearable.

Alexisde Tocqueville, Democracy in America

After decades of “meaning to get around” to read-
ing this seminal book, | finally had the Roosevelt Is-
land branch of the New York Public Library track down

bagel and coffee breakfast to all the volunteers and
many of uswill pitch in later in the day with trowels
and rakes hel ping to make the Island beautiful. Also,
Councilmembers and others have staffed the Icla da
Silva Foundation tent for weeks now to solicit your
blood donations and to ask you to provide samples
for the bone-marrow surveys that are the core of the
Foundation’swork. And our Fundraising Committee
is hard at work planning other outdoor delights for
July and August.

We used this June milestone to take stock of our
accomplishments and future goals by asking each
Councilmember for anindividual assessment. Asyou
might expect, your representativesrecounted very dif-
ferent levelsof participation inthe Council’sactivities
thusfar, ranging from full-time com-

nary work! For ten months, this
Frenchman toured the United
States of 1831, mixing with people
of every rank and stationinlife. The
insight that he drew into the Ameri-
can character and the relationship
of the governed to their government
still appliestoday. De Tocqueville
camefrom aFrancethat had runthe

acopy for me. What an extraordi-
The

RIRA
Column

mitment to none whatsoever. We
are al volunteers, of course, with
varying amounts of time available
for community work. Somehavela
bored to makeanimpact ontherent-
regulation laws impacting our
Mitchell-Lama housing by lobby-
ing in Albany on one or more occa-
sions. Othershavetried, so far un-

gamut from Bourbon monarchy to
republican tyranny to Napoleonic empire and back
again to monarchy. He came to our shores skeptical
of the efficacy of democracy as compared to govern-
ment by an aristocracy, but truly admiring of how the
ideal of liberty had permeated every stratum of Ameri-
canlife.

Not every insight was on the money, of course. He
discussed our elections in terms of “universal suf-
frage” when, clearly, women and African-Americans
were disenfranchised. However, he was prescient
when he wrote that the only outcome of governmen-
tal betrayal of the Indianswould be
their disappearance as cohesive
societies. Also, hefelt that slavery
was not economically viable and
destroyed the souls of white mas-
ter and black slave alike. He pre-
dicted that davery would die, either
of its own inefficiency or through
national cataclysm, and that, while
American blacks might achievele-
ga parity with European-Ameri-
cans, that social parity would take
much longer, with aterrible cost in
the suffering of freed slaves.

I mention all thisonly to explain
why | chose to start this column
with aquote from de Tocqueville's
chapter on “ Advantages of Democ-
racy.” He saw something in the
national character whereby the
people see government not as an
“other,” but asan extension of them-
selves, with a concomitant obliga-
tion to participate in government at some level. We
see this example in the volunteers on school district
boards, in community boards and, of course, on the
RIRA Common Council. See, it’'staken me400 words
to get around to Roosevelt Island, but | finally made
it!

The RIRA Common Council completed thefirst quar-
ter of itsterm with the June 4 meeting. Constitution-
ally, we are provided with a three-month hiatus over
the summer. However, RIRA'simpact will befelt all
summer long, starting with Roosevelt Island Day to-
day. Your Council representatives will be serving a

Editor's note: The President of RIOC has a standing invitation
to provide a companion RIOC Column for publication here.

Matthew Katz
Residents Association President
e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

successfully, to save firehouses
threatened by municipal budget-cutters, attending ral-
lies and marching with other affected communities.
And some have worked to give RIRA the financial
independence it needsto accomplish its goals by pro-
ducing an auction and planning other fund-raisers.

While we bring to the table different agendas and
differing schedulesin“red life,” the obligationto serve
thiscommunity in some capacity was clear the day we
decided to run for office. For the mgjority of uswho
wereelected either Island-wide or by building district,
we were required to answer questions on a nomina-
tionsform, including, “I am aware
of the responsibilities of the office
for which I am nominated,” and, “|
will serve my term of office if
elected.” While these documents
aren’t legally binding, once each of
ussigned hisor her name, themoral
obligation wasclear.

For myself, | intend to continue
attacking the whol e range of issues
I’ vewritten about for many months.
Attaining the MetroCard for our
Tramisstill anuncertain goal, even
though it has been endorsed by all
the players and by every level of
government. | will meet with the
Council’s committee chairs and
vice-presidents some time in Au-
gust to plan goals, projects and
strategies for thefall. With acom-
mitted Common Council we can ac-
complish a great deal. And with
those programs and accomplish-
ments we can earn your respect and your participa
tion. If wefail to winyour interest in joining the Coun-
cil or at least, invoting inthe RIRA elections, werisk
falling into the obscurity and irrelevance that has be-
fallen other organizations that once were significant
toldandlife.

| don’t intend for that to happen on my watch. And
you must demand that your representatives fulfill at
|east the minimum requirements of Council member-
shipaswell. ThisCommon Council hasthe potential
to accomplish marvelous things while serving this
community, but thelevel of expectationsfromthe com-
munity must be high. If you demand excellence from
us, you just might get it.

See you at Roosevelt Island Day.
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COMING UP

—ThisWeekend —

Roosevet | and Day, today, Sat., June 14, starting 9:00 am. in Good
Shepherd Plaza.

Blood Drive at the Senior Center, Sat., June 14, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Donors can schedule a time in Good Shepherd Plaza throughout the
morning, call 1-212-593-1807, or e-mail Airam@icla.org.

CharlieThomasand TheDriftersin concert, Sat.,
June 14, 6:00 p.m., Good Shepherd Plaza, with their
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame hits, There Goes My Baby,
Up on the Roof, ThisMagic Moment, Under the Board-
walk, presented by the Roosevelt Island Youth Pro- \
gram. (Intheevent of rain, PS/1S 217 auditorium.)

Father’sDay, Sunday, June 15.

Pastoral I nstallation of Fr. Peter Miqueli, massand
dinner, Sun., June 15, 3:00 p.m. Reservationsrequired;
cal 1-212-832-6778.

-

Fr. Peter Miqueli

—TheComing Week —
Author Talk: Chang-raeL eeon Native Speaker, Thur., June 19, 6:30
p.m., Library. Free.
Pre-K/K ParentsTour at PS/1S217, Fri., June20, 9:15am.; meetingin
the school library. RSVPto Lauraine Rademaker at 1-212-980-0294.

—Future Events—

The Tex Allen Sextet in Concert, A Celebration of Summer, Sun.,
June22, 4:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd, with
Tex Allen, trumpet; Melissa Slocum, double bass; Ja-
son Brown, drums; Joe Ford, ato sax; Richard Perry,
tenor sax; Carlton Holmes, piano; and surprise guest
artists. $10 at the door. Post-concert reception at Gal-
lery RIVAA.
Idand KidsSummer Registration Night, Mon., June
23,5:00-7:00 p.m., 536 Main Street Community Room
(behind the pizza parlor). For information, call
Tex Allen 1-212-318-0216.

The Main Street WIRE — Fourth of July issue (to be distributed at
Southpoint for fireworksvisitors, and earlier onthelsland, Sat., June 28.
Deadlines. Advertisinginthe paper, Fri., June 20; decision on fliersfor
TheBag, Mon., June 23; fliersdue Thur., June 26. Futureissues: July 26;
August 23; September 6, 20; Octo-
ber 11, 25; November 8, 22
(Thanksgivingissue); December 13
(holiday issue). Phoneffaxfor news,
1-212-826-9055/755-2540;
phone/fax for display and classified
advertising placement and informa-
tion, 1-212-751-8214/755-2540.

To list your organization’s Island events here, e-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the
desk at 531 Main Street; provide atelephone number for follow-up.

Fourth of July Fireworks Viewing at Southpoint Park, Fri., July 4,
gate open at 6:00; fireworks at 9:15;
Southpoint. Tickets, $18, available from
RIOC office, 591 Main Street, during busi-
ness hours, at Manhattan-side Tram station,
or on-line at www.rioc.com through July 2.
Note: Nolargecoolers, backpacks, or over-
size bags permitted on site; all bags sub-
ject to search.

RIRA Common Council meseting, Wed.,
Sept. 3,8:00 p.m., Chapd of the Good Shep-
herd. Open to the public; public comments
invited near start of meeting.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Sept. 11, 5:30 p.m., Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., Oct. 1, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the
Good Shepherd. Open to the public; public commentsinvited near start
of meeting.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Oct. 9, 9:30 am., Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., Nov. 5, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.

Senior Center

Monday
10:30, Blood Pressur e Scr een
12:30, “ Oldies’ Movies

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Please provide a telephone number
for possible follow-up.

Friday
9:30, Yoga Sretch
1:00, BridgeClass

1:00, Tai Chi 7:00,Games(RISA)
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners) Saturday
Tuesday 7:30, Bingo (RISA)

10-11, Dance & Reax

10-11, L atchhook Class Speci al Events

6:30, Yoga Class _

7:30, Games (RISA) Tue., June 17, 11:00, The Seniors
Wednesday GotoHarlem

9:15, Stay Well Wed., June 18, Atlantic City Trip

RIOC from page 1

$132,596.88 sdlary (the 2002 figure)
goes on, by DHCR administrative
decision, for no apparent reason
other than the Pataki connection.
Some residents are asking, “What
are they paying him not to do?’
Meanwhile, the hiring of Herbert
E. Berman, the former City
Councilmember from Brooklyn, is

in limbo, with Pataki’s staff possi-
bly reluctant to pass his name to
the RIOC Board whileRyan remains
on the payroll.

If Ryan and the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation doesbecome
aflashpoint in ahard look at Pataki
patronage, the question may end up
being, “Who owns this scandal ?
Labate, DHCR, or themembersof the
RIOC Board of Directors?’

But on Thursday, Assembly-
member Richard L. Brodsky, who
heads the Committee on Corpora-
tions, Authorities, and Commis-
sionsthat will hold the hearing into
the Wiese matter, told The WIRE
that Roosevelt Island matters
“have not been raised to the com-
mittee... The committee has not
been approached about any matter
dealing with Roosevelt Island.”

10:30, Beading Class
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)
Thursday

10:00, Tai Chi

10:30, CreativeArts

12:30,Movie

3:00, Computer Class (advance
registration required)
7:00, Dance Class (Advanced)

Thur., June 19, Goodbye Party
for AnniePefia

Thur., June 26, 7:00 p.m.,
I nitiation of Officers

Fri.,June27,12:30, Birthday
Party

Mon., June 30, last day of classes
at the Senior Center

Fri., July 25, Birthday party

Home-delivered meals available; 1-212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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10044..com

Roosevelt
Island

Computers

* Any computer problems

* 24 hours service, tech support
* Consultations

* Upgrades

* Pick-up and delivery

* Web sites for individuals (businesses)

Call 1-917-916-5306

</

Roosevelt Island
Day...

It represents everything that’s great
about this wonderful community:
People working together in the
spirit of cooperation and mutual
respect that is conveyed to the
physical surroundings, as well.
Let’s have the spirit of this day
extend throughout the year...
See you at Trellis...

1-212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

It's time to register for 2003-04

Roosevelt Island
Day Nursery

www.ridn.org
Part-time and Full-time
Preschool Programs
for 2, 3, 4 and 5 year olds

Financial aid is available
4 RIVER ROAD 593-0750

*

Roosevelt Island Family
& Cosmetic Dentistry

Our philosophy: Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Services include Bonding, Veneers,

Some of the Dental Plans
we accept toward payment;
MetLife, Cigna, Aetna,
Prudential, USHealthCare,
Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Se habla espafiol! b | VISA
|

* of

Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 24 years
501 Main Street ¢ 1-212-752-8722

Expert Tailor
on Premises

Roosevelt
571 Main St. IS I an d
1-212-758-1778 C I ean e r S

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine
To Serve You Better

FAST, Your Neighborhood Cleaners
EFFICIENT, I
HELIABLE. We Deliver

COURTEOUS Free deliveries on orders $15-up

BRACES
AREN'T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
Serving Island residents for over 20 years

200 West 57th Street
1-212-757-2285
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<7° fre ?armer& j‘;z;rget

the highest quality vegetables, fruits, pies, and meats - every Saturday at Motorgate

NOW-

et Free Delivery
B ' Stop by or

—e L Vsl — call in your order

dineg 1989

et e ememmc e, et T

EEER@ FAKM 1-570-916-2037

Watsontown, Pa.

There’s no place like home.
And the food you serve helps make it the special place it is. From our
home in the fertile, rolling hills of Pennsylvania, we bring you the freshest
produce you can serve, to make your home all the more special.

%f CI[W‘({}/J, Thank you ﬁr J/;(Zjafz'nj With us every Cgaturc[a:}/.

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

k ,
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist _ J O Lf SO N : 5

501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island » 1-212-753-5505
WINES & LIQUORS

Tl TI S & I TS

) : : : : 22- 24 3lst Street, Astoria
Don’t wait until the last minute. 1-718-728-2020

Present This leﬂ’ For An
Additional 15% OFF Any Listed Item!!

Schedule your child’s camp and school
physicals now.

Office Hours

Monday & Thursday » 9 a.m. -12 noon _ Prices valid through June 30, 2003
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. | 1 Ot 5. Jeam
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m. ; Chardmny Ricaermount :
= ShiraaUabemel Kz Hills
Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed, $] I .99 l l EF} ShimnTsh
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics. 2T . $IU %
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents. } 5L .
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults. 5 24kl

I L o il Prnani

|3 Lir

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE oa -« 1

1.5 Lir
Wl =
Consultations Available — Use What You Have ;:,:,:::‘l Cobbiesis Chii

[urniture $899 $999 Igéaém

Up/éo/gferz/, S//pcover; TElml
%//paper (S—« ﬁaér/c
Carpef é—« Area /ngy
A// \)//no/ow ﬁeafmemf;
;C/oor & 7;7074&76@ 7/76'5

Lo Ellen Le

Give your apartment a lift . dﬁ]ﬂ % $§1L&} L1ml:;zllfm.i:|ﬁ5

/(llfC/?Qﬁ /29”0\/6775/‘0” IntemorDecorator Free Delivery to Roosevelt Island
,Da/'mf & ﬁaux 7C/'m'§/7@§ 531 Main Street . 3 Gift Wrapping avé'!lable
ANl Accessories 751-8214 v All major credit cards accepted
Closet Def"ﬂ” No jo]a too small I ——alld -.i'- .
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The Child School Holds a Celebratory Groundbreaking...

Maari de Souza, center, breaks “ground” for The Child School s new facility, with the assistance of Spencer Jurman of
Hunter+Partners, as RIOC Acting President Patrick Siconolfi (left) and Child School Board Chair Michael Patterson (second
from right) applaud. Far right is Aurelie Ferrara, described by de Souza as her right arm in the institution’s affairs.

by Dick Lutz

The Child School broke ground
—wadll, apileof symbolic sand, any-
way — late last week. The event
became a celebration of the
school’s past and future as a pri-
vate institution for children, grade
school through high school, with
special educational needs.

The Child School anditsLegacy
High School are taking over, and
rehabilitating, the ldand’s near-der-
elict minischools in Eastwood,
Rivercross, Island House, and
Westview. Soon, agymnasium will
be constructed in an Eastwood
courtyard. Presuming construction
is completed on schedule, the
school will openfor classesherein
September, completing a long-
planned transition fromits Manhat-
tan location.

A student, Bret Lehne, who
spoke aspart of last week’s ceremo-
nies, summarized the difference
between old and new: “Our gymin
the old school currently consists
of onequarter of the basement, next
to the kitchen and the bathroom
and, as if that wasn’'t cramped
enough, there's abig pillar smack
in the middle of it al... You can

imagine how exciting it will be to
have a rea gym of our own... |
may missthepillar abit...”

As though released after along
period of anticipation, parents and
othersin the groundbreaking audi-
ence of about 100 broke into ap-
plause after the first sentence spo-
ken by the founder of the schooal,

Maari de Souza: “It is with great
pleasure that | welcome you to the
groundbreaking of The Child
School / Legacy High School cam-
pus on Roosevelt Island.”

De Souza continued with some
history of her school and her own
experiences in starting it and get-
ting to know the specia nature of
its students: “Thirty years ago
when the school was founded in a

four-bedroom apartment on
Roosevelt Island with five chil-
dren, little did | envision that one
day | would be standing here be-
foreyou talking about movingintoa
four-building apartment with the
potentia of helping 280 youngsters.”

She continued, “As a psycholo-
gist, when | met them along time
ago, | first saw them on paper.
These were children that left you
daunted. They looked so dysfunc-
tional, so unable to do anything,
behavior so serious. You didn't
think that there was a potential of
any sort. And then | met the
youngsters themselves, and | was
pierced by their awareness that
they were different. | was over-
whelmed with how much they knew
that they were rejected — how dif-
ferent they felt — how they dog-
paddled to keep their heads above
water. On one side wasthisamaz-
ing awareness, this tremendous
amount of pain, and on the other
side, as | got to know them, | was
taken aback by the sparkles of bril-
liance, the ability tolook at details,
some of them able to see the ge-
stalt, theforest, inasprinkling of a
second. And amazing memory, per-
severance, courage, a willingness
togoatit over and over again. And
| started to realize, it wasn't they
that were less; it wasn't they that
hadtofitin; it wasn't they that were
not making it; it was us — the edu-
cators — we were the ones that
needed to look at them alittle dif-
ferently. We were the ones that
needed to look at them from their
perspective, and to see what they
were seeing. If we did that, we
would beintrigued...

“| discovered that there was no
limittothe potential. Theideawas
that we could reach any — any —
level of performance. Wewerethe
ones that needed to build the
bridge. And so we created this
nurturing environment...this envi-
ronment that nurtures the young-
sters, that was therapeutic and,
most of all, was academic way be-
yond anything and everything that
anybody else could do, that we
wanted to present and surround the
children. That'swhat’s coming to
Roosevelt I1sland.

“Coming also to this Island are
children that are courageous, hard-
working, knowledgeable about
themselves, and compassionate to
others.”

De Souza spoke of starting the
school’s junior high school pro-

gramin 1991 and, later, ahigh school
program to address “ the education
system’s’ failure to provide Re-
gents-level studies for students
with specia requirements. Sen-
tence by sentence, she was ap-
plauded as she recounted the re-
sults: “ThisJune... therewill be21
seniors graduating. Eighteen of
them are heading into college.
Three of them will be going into
thework world.”

“Every one of thesechildrenwill
be taking three things to offer the
world and the community. They
will have knowledge that learning
will go on forever. Therewill bea
reasonablenesswithin them. They
will be compassionate because
they have received compassion
from the school, and they will have
arespect for individua differences,
just as they have learned to do so
within the walls of the school.”

Describing the facilities of the
new school, de Souza listed the
gym, a state-of-the-art science
room, acompletelibrary, three com-
puter rooms, computers in every
classroom, an art room, an organic
garden, and“amusicroom likenone
| have ever seen.”

De Souzatold her audience that
most of the $10 million-pluscost of
the project has been financed by
an Industrial Development Author-
ity bond issue.

In the course of thanking the
many supporters who made the
school’s presence on Roosevelt
Island possible, de Souza men-

with Maari over 25 years ago,”

Patterson said, describing the
school’s move to Roosevelt Island
as“akind of homecoming.” Speak-
ing of the Island, he said, “Thisis
going to be an absolutely wonder-
ful partnership between a unique
educational institution and an ab-
solutely spectacular spot for a
school like this, and I’'m sure that
thetwo will mutually reinforce each
other. The community is going to
be great for the school, and the
school is going to be great for the

community.”
Patterson then introduced “our
great friend,
Byron Gaspard,

who has done
so much to help
us reach this
day and who is
going to be so
key in our fu-
ture, aswell.”
Gaspard toId the audience that
the parents among them know of
the trouble they’ve had finding a
quality educational environment
for their children. “The Child
School / Legacy High School has
provided uswith that environment,
and | am so glad to see that this
environment is coming to
Roosevelt Island. What that is
going to provideto thiswonderful,
diverse community is an enhance-
ment and completion of this won-
derful planned community by pro-
viding an additional servicefor our
kids with special needs. We need

tioned Jerome Belson and
Roosevelt Island Housing Man-
agement with a thank-you for the
Eastwood courtyard land made
available for a gymnasium and
thanked the Eastwood Building
Committeefor itsrolein making that
possible.

With considerable thanks and
tribute, de Souza introduced
Michael Patterson of J.P. Morgan,
Chair of the school’s Board of
Trustees. “Our daughter was one
of thefirst children who started here

more institu-
tions like The
Child School
and Legacy
High School to
provide much-
needed service
for this popula-
tion. | am so
glad that it's
happened.”
Speaking of
Roosevelt
Island’s many
activists,
Gaspard
thanked “the
many people
who stood up
and made
noise... for our
kidswith special
needs.”

M aari de
Souza then in-
troduced Bret L ehne (seetext of his
talk, this page), who said, “I love
this school — this wonderful
school.”

The groundbreaking event was
capped withamusical performance
at the Chapel of the Good Shep-
herd. A percussion group and small
choir received standing ovations
from an enthusiastic crowd.

The Child School
maintains a website at
www.thechildschool.org
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...and Gets Ready to Open New Doors on Roosevelt Island

Hello... My nameisBret Lehne,
and I've been a student in this
wonderful school for eight years
and counting...

| love this school. It took mein
when nothing el sewasworking, and
did what everyone thought was
impossible—they made mesit still.
Well, at least alittle. I'mstill work-
ing on that, to tell you the truth —
but at least now I’m bouncing in
my chair instead of off thewalls. |
didn’t believein miraclesuntil this
school showed meone... myself.

People look upon Special Edu-
cation children as if they are infe-
rior, unable to function — as if we
are burdens, helplessin theworld.
They think we don't have the abil-
ity to do things ourselves, and
need to be aided through every task.

We don't need help all along the
way. The Child School and Legacy
High School has shown methat...
they’ ve shown me that the “Spe-
cial” in Specia Education really
doesmean specid ... Becauseweare
the ones who have the power to
overcome our obstacles.

Now, | think that's pretty special.

This school has taught me bet-
ter than any other school I’ ve ever
beento... I'velearned moreherein
single days than | have in entire
yearsin other schools...

| remember when | first cameinto
the school. Let metell you, | fitin
likeawhaleinadesert. | spent more
timeinthe principal’sofficethan |
did sleeping. But | eventually real-
ized that school was there to help
me, not to oppress me, which is
something that many mainstream
school children never redlize. | re-
member every teacher that hasever
taught inthisschool. I’ve enjoyed
meeting new ones, and even cried
when some of them left. A teacher
issomeone who hel psyou change,
and nobody has done that better
than Maari...

Sheisthe epitome of “intimida-
tion”... She'sthe only person I've
ever met who can grow to twice her

size just by staring at you. And it
only took me four years to figure
out that she was on my side, even
though she was constantly attack-
ingit.

And she doesn’t give up, either.
When she set out to whip me into
shape, she took out the biggest
whip she could find and never
stopped cracking. She's built this
school up from an apartment-sized
classroom to thefour-building cam-
pus on Roosevelt Island.

Each of these new buildingswill

be packed to the brim with more
education than you can shake a
textbook at... and we're getting
new stuff, too. Our student body
will be almost doubling, and our
equipment will be brand new and
cutting-edge — new computers,
new gym equipment, new desks,
and new chairs... Booksthat don’t
refer to the lunar landing as “a
promising future...”

With a new lab and equipment,
science projects we never could
have thought possiblewill beare-
aity. Withamediaroom, ventures
in technology we haverarely even

-

A Student, Praising His School, Anticipates Its Enhanced Future...

comeinto contact with will bemore
than possible. With a school
atrium, we'll beableto, well, grow
stuff, which will probably be alot
cooler than it sounds.

Our gym in the old school cur-
rently consists of one quarter of the
basement, next to the kitchen and
the bathroom and, asif that wasn’t
cramped enough, there'sa big pil-
lar smack inthemiddleof ital. Did
| mention it's a'so where we store
mostly everything? We practically
have to step
outside just to
have enough
room to play a
game of chess.
And don't even
get me started
on playing foot-
ball in there.
You canimagine
how exciting it
will befor usto
have areal gym
of our own.
Though | may
miss the pillar a
bit, it'll beagreat
thing, and with
the new gym
equipment we'll
be getting, it’ll
be even greater!

The new
school, as a
whole, will be
fantastic. With
new facilities,
tools, faculty,
students, and a great neighbor-
hood to stay in, we' regoingto cre-
ate apromising future for all chil-
dren who need to see that they can
doitthemselves. Andit'sall thanks
to the unbelievable help and sup-
port we' ve gotten. We could never
have done anything this big with-
out the help of people who care
immensely, not the least of which,
our Board of Trustees, our politi-
cians, our parents, our teachers, our
friends and friends of the school,
our alumni, our Board of Education
members. And | know we have
some of our students out theretoo,

'E.-.

let me hear you guys!

All of these people have helped
this along the way with generous
donations, contributions, and ser-
vices. None of this would have
ever been possible without all of
your help. Thanks also to the
Roosevelt Island Community, who
gave us a chance to show them

how responsible we can be. Anda

big round of thanksto our wonder-
ful Construction Team! Awesome

The $10 million renovation of the minischools will proceed throughout the summer.

job, guys... Aren't they doing a
great job, folks?

And finally, again and again, to
Maari de Souza, the woman behind
the dream.

All of these people — al of you
have donethiswonderful thing for
my friends, my school, and myself,
and for that, | thank you.

The Child School’s gymnasium will be
built in this Eastwood courtyard. The
school’s classes start September 15.

...and Other Students Perform for Guests in Good Shepherd Chapel

.1. Ir'1_ l'l-
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Keyspan from page 1

Here is your word of the day: enthalpy.
It's ameasure of steam energy, and CCl, an
international company that isone of the sup-
pliers for the prime contractor, Stone and
Webster, was called on to put together the
control valves, resistor, disk stack, and
“desuperheater” to tame the steam — to re-
duce the enthal py of the steam so that it can
be discharged into the Balcke-Durr con-
denser.

As Judge Helene G. Goldberger noted in
declining to adjudicate the stack height,

KeySpan concluded that 400 feet was “ suf-
ficient to allow the plume to escape the
downwind, turbulent ‘cavity’ zone caused
by the air-cooled condenser.” The cavity
height was determined to be 322.5 feet, she
said, “and therefore, the proposed stack
height is sufficient to keep the plume out of
the cavity.”

CHOKE's point wasto keep the plume out
of Queens, period, and the higher the better.
Even the gas-fired engineering marvel pro-
posed by KeySpan — one whose emission
ratesare” morethan 10 timeslower than stan-
dardsproposed for 2003 in New York State,”
according to the company — was bound to
produce some pollutants. CHOKE presented
objections based on the cumulative effects
of this pollution when combined with other
power plants, and tried, unsuccessfully, to
raise the matter of health problems associ-
ated with particul ates (calcul ated at thetime
as203 tons per year) and with so-called “ non-
criteria pollutants,” both of which fell out-
sidethe existing regulatory limits.

As it turned out, KeySpan pre-empted
many of these concernsby introducing a$10
millionAir Quality Improvement Program at
its existing Ravenswood units to reduce ni-
trogen oxide emissions by 22 percent, or the
equivaent of closing an ol der, 350-megawatt
unit, according to the Edison Electric Insti-
tute, an industry trade group. Nitrogen ox-
ide, or NOx, is one of the federal
government’s heavily regulated “criteriaair
pollutants.” McCabe described the work as
the installation of new combustion hard-
ware. It was done during a maintenance
outage at Big Allislast winter; it came back
onlineinlate February.

The company is also ingtaling pollution-
control devices in the new plant to cut down
on carbon monoxide and volatile organic com-
pounds (VOC), which can cause mgjor health
problems. It is offsetting its possible emis-
sonsof 142 tons of NOx and 99 tons of VOC
with State Emission Reduction Creditssupplied
by aK eySpan plant in Glenwood Landing, New
York, and by 3M Corporationin Bristol, Penn-
sylvania

A clean-burning design, however, could
be the biggest factor in reducing pollution.
The plant will run primarily on natural gas,
with an allowabl e backup of 720 hoursayear
of kerosene (the fuel in the big tank on the
north yard). Of the 250 megawatts, 160 will
come from a combustion turbine generator,
according to Slattery Skanska, the main con-
struction contractor for Stone and Webster,
which is part of the Shaw Group. Then, as
McCabe explainsit, the waste heat from the
exhaust path of this turbine, at more than
1,000 degrees, will be used to generate more
electricity asit is routed to a heat recovery

steam generator driving another turbine.
Thisiswhy the plant isdesignated as*“ com-
bined cycle,” as opposed to the 16 “simple
cycle” combustion turbinesthat arelined up
in three rows on the north end of the
Ravenswood site, close to the Red Bridge
on 36" Avenue. Altogether, they have agen-
erating capacity of 417 megawatts, and all
werein place when Con-Ed owned the plant.

Hot greasy filmrisesinaroar at timesfrom
the rectangular housings of these variously
sized units, which operate on demand as re-
quired by the New York Independent Sys-
tem Operator, anot-for-profit utility-owned

corporation based in Schenectady that runs
New York’s high-voltage electric transmis-
sion system. Four of these 16 units, McCabe
said, are“ aero-derivative,” essentially land-
based jet engines made by Pratt & Whitney
that “ can go fromnoload to full load in well

under 10 minutes.” Those units are closer
to Vernon Boulevard; the other 12 weremanu-
factured by General Electric.

The new powerhouse is designated as a
cogeneration plant because it is capable of
diverting steam to heat buildings, McCabe
said. A tunnel holding electric and steam
lines runs to Manhattan from the double-
stack structure on the shore near a moored
ship, the Lemon Creek (it is used to store
No. 6 oil, the backup fuel for the older steam
units at Ravenswood). But thereisno cus-
tomer yet for the steam, McCabe said.

Aside from aesthetics and pollution, the
other side effect of most interest to Roosevelt
could be noise, and it appears that KeySpan
tried to keep this issue off the table, too.
According to CCl, which is headquartered
in Rancho Santa Margarita, California, itis
not unusual for conventional steam bypass
unitsto have“far field noiselevelsof 70 dBa
at 4,000 feet from plant.” Roosevelt ISandis
much closer that that, and New York City
definesadecibel level of morethan 70 dBA
as“marginally unacceptable,” and above 80
as “clearly unacceptable.”

Keyspan Gets High Marks for
PR Effort on Ravenswood Plant

The Edison Award is the electric power industry’s equivalent of the Oscar or Tony, and
four days before the Tonys were presented in New York, KeySpan Corporation officials
werein Honolulu last week as Edison finalists “for accomplishing something many said was
impossible” —winning approval for asiting so-called new merchant generation right in the
heart of New York City.

Brooklyn-based K ey Span didn’t bring home the Edison. It went to FPL Group Inc. (which
includes FloridaPower & Light), “theworld leader in wind power,” according to the Edison
Electric Institute. But the publicity surrounding KeySpan's effort at Ravenswood under-
scores the crucial role that community relations plays in disputes over power production
and pollution.

KeySpan's biggest coup, as the industry association notes, was in turning adversaries
into alies. It did this by winning the battle for public opinion (through a*“major outreach
program” that encompassed Roosevelt Island) and by stepping up an air quality improve-
ment program at its Ravenswood power complex.

These efforts, the trade group said, “ helped win support for the project from the Natural
Resources Defense Council, thefirst time NRDC had ever endorsed a fossil-fueled power
plant within New York State.”

The payoff came on May 29, when NRDC and alocal anti-pollution group, CHOKE, were
able to present a major study that includes numerous public policy recommendations for
improving the air quality of New York City. The study, “Air Quality in Queens County:
Opportunities for Cleaning Up the Air in Queens County and Neighboring Regions,” was
conducted by Synapse Energy Economics, Inc., of Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The study was sponsored by the two organi zations, which participated in the Ravenswood
permit process, and was paid for by KeySpan.

Thus, everybody got at least something that they wanted: CHOKE, indignant over the
fact that Northwest Queens was the home of 46 electric generating units, gained access to
aninfluential research and consulting firm to reinforceits concerns about local air quality;
NRDC won a public forum for a set of stringent policy recommendations (higher gasoline
taxes; “cents per mile” car insurance; “vehicle miletraveled fees’; California-style carbon
dioxide vehicle emission standards, etc.); and KeySpan was able to expand its capacity ina
so-called “load pocket” (New York City) that is shielded from competition from outside
utilities.

A load pocket isan areawhere the demand for power exceedsthe capacity of thetransmis-
sion lines coming into it. After the disastrous blackout of July 1977, the State Power
Authorities determined that 80 percent of the City’s power must be generated in-house.
The"“in-city” rule, as KeySpan recently reported toitsinvestors, “hasresulted in areliable
capacity stream for the company.” Asthe City’s demand for power goes up, the existing
playersare ableto exploit acaptive market.

Thisweek, the wholesale buyer, the New York Independent System Operator, estimated
that the peak load forecast for the City would be 11,020 megawatts this summer. That isan
increase of 485 megawatts, or 4.6 percent, from the forecast of 2001, despite the economic
downturn and the loss of a huge segment of demand from Lower Manhattan after the

terrorist attacks of Sept. 11.

The valve company, in a press release,
said it had designed the system “to be able
to meet the Ravenswood 55 dBA noiselevel
requirement within 1,000 feet from the plant
to allow nighttime operation of the bypass
system.” Thisiswell below theambient noise
levelsrecorded on the Island and on Vernon
Boulevard in connection with an environ-
mental assessment conducted for the pro-
posed Octagon A partmentsin 2001.

M cCabe said that the new plant would be
30 percent more efficient than existing gen-
erating units. Thisis supposed to have two
major consequences. First, it will mitigate
the current price premium for natural gas;
second, it will displace production by less
efficient — and more polluting — units, both
at Ravenswood and at other power plantsin
the area.

A final point of interest to many Islanders
could be that the construction of this facil-
ity isamultinational effort. Slattery Skanska,

rooted in Sweden, isthe nuts and bolts con-
tractor. It hasits hands everywhere in New
York these days, from the Times Square re-
construction to the rail project at JFK Air-
port. Alstom, a French company, manufac-
tured the heat-recovery steam generator. GE,
another multinational, barged in the gastur-
binefrom Greenville, South Carolina, and a
generator from Schenectady.

KeySpan's media relations office did not
respond to an inquiry about how much all
thiswork will cost, but a Shaw Group corpo-
rate disclosure put the backlog value of its
cost-plus contract at $170 million as of last
November. Slattery Skanskaquoted afigure
of $160 million in its press materials. This
doesn’'t include, of course, the expense of
KeySpan’'s intensive community relations
effort. The new plant isexpected to add about
20 jobsto the Ravenswood payroll.

On Complex Matter, Sound-Bite News

News Analysis by Robert Laux-Bachand

Sometimesacasual entry in adense, com-
plicated report becomes the lead of a news
story, whether it's news or not, or even fac-
tually correct. A politician standing before
the cameras and tape recorders, talking about
acomplicated subject likeair pollutioninthe
presence of impassioned advocates, has to
come up with something.

But the soundbite is not always the real
story, and can even be somewhat mislead-
ing. That was the case on May 29, when
Borough President Helen Marshall and other
elected officials presented “Air Quality in
Queens County,” acomprehensive analysis
of Queens air-quality problems and related
health risks that concluded with 27 specific
policy proposals, including a recommenda-
tion (No. 25) to “implement tolls at the
Queensboro Bridge and the other ‘free’ East
River crossings.”

No. 25 could easily have been the
soundbite or headline, and Marshall did, af -
terdl, call on“dl locd officials’ towork with
her in implementing the proposals. But the
policy prescriptions, some of them contro-
versial, did not make the cut. Instead, ac-

cording to several news reports, Marshall,
and City Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr.,
and the other speakers who assembled at
Long Island City High School, appeared to
dwell on one sentencein the report’s execu-
tivesummary. Thisisit:

“Environmental Defense has ranked
Queens among theworst 10% of U.S. coun-
ties in terms of its exposure to criteria air
pollutants.”

The next day, The Daily News headline
was. “What Stinks? Oh, It'sthe Air; Boro
Among Worst in U.S. — Study.”

Hereisthe The Daily Newslead: “A new
study of air quality in Queens puts the
county among the worst 10% of thenation’s
counties.”

Similarly, hereistheleadinthe June4 article
inthe Western Queens Gazette: “Residentsof
the borough of Queenslivein acounty that is
among the 10 percent worst in the United
States in terms of exposureto air pollution, a
report by Synapse Energy Economics Inc., a
Cambridge, Massachusetts research firm, re-
vedled last Thursday.”

These news reports, which were based on
thepaliticians' speeches, wereclearly wrong

Can Miss Mark

in attribution and characterization, and pos-
sibly incorrect in substance — although the
factual assertion would be almost impossible
to verify, given the lack of underlying data.

First, it is not true that Synapse, which
says its main focus is on policy analysis,
discovered or revealed or did a“ new study”
to determine Queens' ranking intermsof air
pollution. It simply quoted an environmen-
tal organization, formerly known asthe En-
vironmental Defense Fund, which maintains
a sophisticated Scorecard on the Internet
that can quickly tap into government data-
basesto segregate information on pollutants
and health hazards according to geographic
areas. A user can go to the Web site, typein
aZlIPcode, for example, and, inaflash, gain
access to voluminous databases on air and
water pollution.

Second, thedataarenot “new.” Theemis-
sionsfigures date to 1999, and the latest ex-
posurefiguresare from 2000.

Third, the exposureranking itself issome-
thing of a conjecture, and Environmental
Defense provides numerous “caveats’ to
userswho visit itswebsite and wish to inter-

See PR, next page
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New Novel
Islander Gwen
Acsadi, writing as
Gwynne Forster,
has a new book out
— a mainstream
work of fiction
described on the
jacket as “a joyous
reminder that love
comes when we
least expect it, from
every side of life,
and the family that
makes us crazy
can also lead us
home.”

P R from previous page

pret the numbers. It usesaPollutant Standards Index (PSI) to rank coun-
ties according to measurements from monitoring stations. “ The PSI con-
vertsthe measured pollutant concentrations of criteriaair pollutantsina
community’sair to anumerical scale of 0to 500,” according to Environ-
mental Defense.

Criteriaair pollutants include carbon monoxide, lead, nitrogen oxide,
ozone, particulate matter, and sulfur dioxide. Federal air-quality stan-
dards are based on the concentrations of these substances. Environ-
mental Defense ranks counties according to Maximum PSI, and “levels
above aPSl of 100 are considered unhealthful .”

Although both Queens and Manhattan hit 90th-percentile rankings
for six discrete emissions components listed on the Environmental De-
fense Web site (those substances do not match up exactly with the crite-
riaair pollutants), neither borough ranksin the“Top 10 Percent” when it
comesto the Pollutant Standards Index. Manhattanisin the range of the
50-60th percentile; Queensin the 60-70th percentile range, not 90-100th,
as stated by Synapse in its report.

The readings are compiled from 4,000 monitoring stations “in almost
1,000 counties,” the organization says. Thisisamajor caveat because
the United States has more than 3,100 counties. How would Queensrank
when the other 2,100 are added in? Thisis not an idle question if one
spends any time dialing up counties in the database while keeping in
mind certain basic facts of geography.

L et’ stake an example from the edge of the Great Plains, Oliver County,
N.D., where the population now has dropped below 2,000 — little more,
say, than the Eastwood housing complex on Roosevelt Island. Three
years ago, Oliver County had a maximum PS| of 52, even though its
nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide emissions put it among the 10 percent
“dirtiest counties” in the United States in those categories. Oliver has a
power plant, astrip mine (lignite coal), strong breezesfrom the west, and
at least one monitoring station.

Drive north on U.S. 83 about 85 miles, though, to Minot, the seat of
Ward County (population 58,795), and you find aPSI of, well ... nothing.
There was no monitoring station in 2000, and thusit did not count, even
though Minot Air Force Baseisthe home of B-52 bombers, and there are
the usual concerns of urban traffic, and diesel fumes from trucks and
farm machinery. And, come to think of it, a potentially catastrophic re-
lease of anhydrous ammoniain the dead of night in January 2002, after a
train derailment on the outskirts of town.

If there had been amonitoring station then, Ward County would prob-
ably have registered adigit on the Environmental Defense PSI table for
“percentage of dayswith unhealthful air quality.” Unhealthful, asin one
dead, hundreds evacuated, and dozens treated for inhaling ammonia.

(Check some counties around Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri
and you will find no air-quality monitoring stations, either.)

Themaximum PSI in Queensin 2000 was computed at 111. Manhattan’'s
number was 98. Neither county had any days of “unhealthful air qual-
ity,” according to the Scorecard. Queens actually ranked better than
Manhattan in days with “good air quality” (88 percent for Queens, 74
percent for New York County).

Thisisnot to minimizethe serious air-pollution problemsin New York
City. Synapse's report (which can be downloaded from the Internet at
the company’s website, http://www.synapse-energy.com) presents the issues
in compelling detail and tries to quantify — in numbers of lives saved —
the benefits of changes in utility, insurance, and transportation regula-
tions. Therea problem isthat attemptsto simplify theissue and stir up
residents’ resentments seem, instead, to call attention to the anomalies
of the pollution-reporting system itself. Or, more precisely, to the com-
plex nature of thistype of pollution.

One would think, for example, that Queens, with its so-cdled “Top 10
Percent” national billing and PSI grade of 111 (and itsmorethan 2.2 million
people, and LaGuardia, and JFK, and its constant traffic) would certainly be
the“worst” county inthe State. But youwould beway off themark. Queens
isindeed right up there, a No. 2. Butitisfar healthier, by thismeasure, than
theNo. 1, Suffolk County, which comesin at astaggering PSI of 131.

It seems counterintuitive to imagine that someone from Montauk or
Southhampton would drive into Astoria or Woodside for a breath of
fresh air, but Suffolk’s numbers, across the board, are worse than those
in Queens. Suffolk even hits the tripwire for “ percentage of days with
unhealthful air quality”: 1 percent.

Air pollution does not yield to easy explanations. It floats high abovethe
continent, on steady winds, and settlesinto mountain sinksand urban traps,
and even along the ocean shore. No. 3in New York State, behind Queens?
Richmond County (Staten Idand). No. 1, nationally, withaPSl of 472 and 9
percent of its days judged as unhealthy? Inyo County.

And where might that be?

Death Valley, California
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Arias Attains Eagle Rank in Scouting

by Anusha Shrivastava

The eighth Boy Scout on the Is-
land to achieve the rank of Eagle
Scout — Romel Arias —is a lanky
bespectacled young man who
worked with single-minded pur-
pose toward his goal and made it
just before he turned 18, the cut-
off age. Having gotten several
merit badgesin areasranging from
leathercraft to insect study, his fi-
nal project wasfire-safety training
at PS/1S 217, which he attended as
achild.

Like most boys, Arias says he
hasalwaysloved firetrucks. Now,
he is going to be afirefighter. He
has already taken teststo enroll in
the New York Fire Department but
is not old enough to join, so heis
going to attend John Jay College
for the next three years, studying
Fireand Emergency Services.

An Island resident since the age
of four, he joined the Boy Scouts
when hewas 11. “It was away to
make friendsand get away from the
City on trips,” Arias says. As he
grew older, he became more seri-
ous about the “job” of being a
scout.

“Hehasavery clear ideaof what
he wants to do,” says Geoff Kerr,
the Scoutmaster onthelsland. “He
is very disciplined and, once he
decides he wants something, he
goes out and gets it.” Citing an
example, Kerr said Ariaswent to a
summer camp afew years ago and
had his heart set on becoming a
senior patrol leader. “He got him-
self elected even though therewere
many other Boy Scouts with more
experiencethan him.”

Kerr pointed out that it is very
difficult to beagood scout in New
York City becausethere are so many
activities competing for the atten-
tion of young boys. Attendance at
meetings these days is down to a
handful of dedicated young men —
only 10 are currently enrolled.
There used to be up to 60 when the
chapter was started on the Island
inthelate 1970s, but there hasbeen
a steady decline over the years.

Recruitment in schools is no
longer allowed, so the group has
to rely on word-of-mouth to get
more members. They have tried
putting up posters and handing out
fliers, but it hasnot seemed to work.
“Romel inspired some kids when
hewent to the public school,” Kerr
said. “Heisagood examplefor the
others.”

Arias'sdisciplineand focushave
won him admiration from his peers
aswell. “He has good leadership
qualities and he deserved to be-
come an Eagle,” said Owens
O'Brien, afellow-scout in the Is-
land troup.

For the summer, Ariasislooking
for acting jobs to make some
money. He has already had atiny
part in Spiderman 2, due to be re-
leased next summer.

That's about as far as he will go
from his stated goal —to become a
New York City firefighter. “Likethe
Boy Scouts, there seems to be a
strong sense of camaraderiethere,”
he says.

Sounding much older than his 18
years, Arias says, “Saving lives
may hot give many people a kick
but it seemslikefunto me.”

LetterS from page 2

Toldand Residents:

| am writing this as amember of
and on behalf of the ResidentsAs-
sociation Housing Committee,
which has tried to keep you in-
formed and to activate the commu-
nity with regard to Mitchell-Lama
housing and other rent issues. As
you have been made aware, the
rent stabilization laws reach their
end tomorrow — June 15 — unless
they arerenewed by the State L eg-
islature.

The Mitchell-Lama Residents
Association is organizing a Ten-
ants Town Hall Meeting for all
Mitchell-Lama tenants to demon-
stratetheir support for City legisla-
tion, calling on the City Council to
preserve Mitchell-Lamaaffordable
housing. The demonstration will
take place Wednesday, June 25, at
7:30 p.m., at the Borough of Man-
hattan Community College, Theater
1. Thelocation is 199 Chambers
Street and you can get there easily
by taking the A, C,Eor 1,2, 3,9
trains to the Chambers Street sta-
tion.

Sponsors so far are Independent
Plaza North Tenants Association,
West Village Houses, Glenn Gar-
dens, the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents Association, The Working
Family Party, and various unions.

Therewill bemoreinformation as
the day — Wednesday, June 25 —
comes closer. Please check the
kioskson Main Street.

| hope that all of usin Mitchell-
Lamabuildingswill make aserious
effort to support this Town Hall
meeting. Whatever you may think
is going to happen in your own
building, it isonly right to support
ourselvesand our fellow New York-
erswho are in imminent danger of
losing their housing.

Keep your eyes on the kiosks!
See you at the Town Hall meeting
and demonstration.

Sherie Helstien

Letters deadline for June 28
(4th of July) issue: June 23

T| MEeS fom page 2

bypassesour City elected officials.
We I slanders have been cronyed
to death since RIOC was created
by statutein 1984. When will this
Island community of 9,500 earnthe
right to elect its defacto local gov-
ernment, the RIOC Board of Direc-
tors? They could then hire a
trained, experienced, competent
city manager such as the one the
City of East Providence, Rhodels-
land, advertised for in The Times
several Sundays ago. That job,
running asignificantly larger town,
requires credentialsand experience
and pays around $35,000 less than
does the Roosevelt Island patron-
age position. We get retreadswho
must learn the job from scratch.
Thisspecial |sland community de-

serves better.
Matthew M. K atz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents
Association

Ph OtOS from page 2

area as aresult of increased se-
curity concerns since 9/11. The
Commissioner reportedly ex-
pressed surprise that anyone
would be stopped in the situation
outlined to him, asdescribed in my
previous letter.
| wonder, therefore, why the
Roosevelt Island police have es-
tablished restrictions that go be-
yond that of the NYPD?
LynneA.Grifo

TotheEditor:

TheTram token’srarity and scar-
city as of recently have given the
many users on the Island an issue
to talk about. Some muse, others
bemoan. The majority just wonder
why at this 2003rd year a simple
remedy isnot yet found. Do away
with the tokens and revert to the
old fashioned book of tickets. Sixty
ridesamonth, on average, and you
pay $120for abook of 60 clean pa-
per (recycled, please) tickets that
you give the Tram operator upon
entry. Something to think about.

AliAl-Za'tari

is provided).

the Island.

The WIRE needs youl!

The Main Street WIRE relies on many Island volunteers
to fill important roles in distribution, and there’s a role for
you if you'd like to join in this important community effort.
On Friday, when The WIRE comes off the press, we have
a stuffing crew at work from about 10:00 to 1:45 p.m. (lunch
Friday evenings (and early Saturday),
volunteers deliver The WIRE to every apartment door on
It's an important service to the community,
satisfying, and often fun. If you'd like to join this dedicated
group, please call 1-212-935-7534, or 1-212-826-9055. (If
a machine answers, please include your phone number in
the message twice. We’'ll call you back.) Or e-mail
nyc10044@rcn.com. Thanks!

The WIRE and Website NYC10044 also seek news
and feature writers. Call 1-212-826-9055.
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by Seth Kaufman

SPORTSWIRE

Baseball A very competitive but wet regular season in the Youth Program’s Little
L eague cameto aclose on June 1, and playoffs began the following week. Thefinal regular
season standings were:

Minors Majors

Green 421 Red 7-03
Silver 33 Green 523
Red 33 Royal 343
Roya 241 Silver 091

Minors: Infirst-round playoff action June 10, the first-place Green team advanced to the
championship game by defeating Royal 4-1 in a close, well-played game. For Green, the
offense was led by Rahul Dhodapkar, who scored 2 runs and had an RBI; Jacob Kelman,
who had 2 RBIs and scored one run; Thomas Diamond, who scored one run; and Andrew
Feely, who had one RBI.

Thefirst-round playoff game between Silver and Red will be held today (Saturday, June
14) at 12:30 p.m., with thewinner advancing to face Green in the Championship Gameat 2:30
today at Capobianco Field.

Majors. Theplayoffsinthe Majorsuseamodified double-elimination format rather than
the single-elimination format used in the Minors. Inthefirst round of the Mgjors playoffs,
Red defeated Silver 16-5, and Royal defeated Green 6-3 in a game that was called after 4
innings because of rain and lightning. 1nthe Royal win, Thomas Herlihy pitched 4 innings
for thewin, and Justin Gonzalez led the attack with 2 RBIs.

In the second round of the Mgjors playoffs, Red advanced to the championship game by
defeating Royal 6-5 in a game that was decided on a two-out hit by Kenny Pizarro in the
bottom of the final inning. Neal Stueber pitched shutout ball for Red for the last three
innings to pick up the win. In the other second-round game, Green defeated Silver 6-0
behind the pitching of Eyosyus Tadesse, who struck out 15 batters while allowing no hits.

Green and Royal met again on June 11 to determine who would advance to the champion-
ship game against Red. In another very exciting game that was not decided until the final
inning, Eyosyus Tadesse, leading off the bottom of the sixth, hit awalk-off homeruntogive
Green a10-9 victory over Royal. The hitting starsfor Green, in addition to Eyosyus, were
Jonathan Jackson, who had two triples; and Sean Suarez, who was 3 for 3with 5 RBIs. For
Royal, the attack was led by Shabaka White, who was 4 for 4 with 4 runs scored; Adrian
Gordon, who was 4 for 4 with 3 runs scored; and Samuel Johnswith 2 RBIs.

Greenwill play Red for the championship at 10 a.m. today, June 14, at Capobianco Field.

Live P
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l ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning,

(Kitchen ope

Minimum purchase of $15

Limit one per person
Subject to proof of valid residency

Italian Grill

60th Street & 2nd Avenue

that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”

Fri & Sat eve

Ride the Tram home free after dining at Favia

“Best Pizza in NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it’s light.”
-NY Daily News

“GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions

-New York Times

Nursing Home Matters, Estate Planning, and Living
Wills. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue,
New York, NY. 1-212-754-9117.

APARTMENT SUBLET AVAILABLE - Union Square
area, very large, sunny, L-shaped studio available for a
year, give or take a month or two, starting December.
$2,000/month. Fully-furnished (queen-size bed plus two
couches, TV, VCR), full service, 24-hour doorkeeper.
Contact owner at ffandco@aol.com by e-mail.

RIVERCROSS SUBLET WANTED — Responsible and
involved Island couple seeks a sublet in Rivercross,
preferably two-bedroom or larger, starting anytime before
November 1. Call Bob or Lynda at 1-212-308-2891.

COMPUTER problems/consultations 1-917-916-5306.

MUSIC TEACHER WANTED for pre-school-age children.
1-2 mornings per week. Call 1-212-832-7499.

AMERICAN APPLIANCE SERVICE - Installations and
Repairs on refrigeration, central air, A/Cs, washers,
dryers, dishwashers, stoves. Insured, licensed, both
commercial and residential. $16.00 off on repairs. 1-718-
352-4600, 1-516-352-4600.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE -
Ongoing registration for dance and theater classes.
1-212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

DAISY DOODLE —Magic Shows, Dance Patrties, Disney,
Toddlers, Princess, Pirate, Barbie, Harry Potter, balloons,
facepainting, crafts, holiday shows. 1-212-501-4828. ux

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified
Reflexologist — Island resident Diana Brill. Gift
certificates available. 1-212-759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt
service. 1-212-935-7510. Beeper 1-917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING - $75. Prompt. Formerly with
Steinway. Ben Treuhaft. 1-212-505-3173.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE — Dolores
Green. 1-212-223-4077.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS - Color Views of
Tram and Lighthouse Park; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8,
or two sets, $15. Check payable to The WIRE to 531
Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail address
(if available). Questions: 1-212-826-9055. Sorry, no
phone or credit card orders.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 1-212-935-7534.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR — Excellent
Island references. Free estimate. 1-212-751-8214.

GREAT CARS, Great Prices, Great Financing! All
makes & models. Call Lyle at 1-646-523-9033.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and
play with your cat, water your plants, pick up your mail,
etc. 1-212-751-8214.

n till LAM)

Between issues, get
The WIRE’s e-mail bulletins:
Send an “Add Me”
to nyc10044@rcn.com
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Summer Registration Night
Monday, June 23rd, 5 to 7pm
In the Island Kids Room

Music and Rhythm Friday 9am
Tumbling Wednesday 9,10,11 am
New Baby Group Friday 11am
Fun & Facts Tuesday 9,10,11 am
Creative Movement Friday 10am
Math Games Mondays at 4pm

Classes will be filled on a first come, first served basis
Classes Start July 7th and run through August 15th
(Music runs through July only)

536 Main Street Community Room
behind the Pizza Parlor
call 212-317-0216 for more information
Brochures available at Public Safety and the Island Kids room

Come Play With Us!

THE ROOSEVELT ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PRESENTS THE

ROOSEVELT ISLAND
TRAM PARADE

JOIN THE FUN, DECORATE A TRAM!
ENTER THE TRAM PARADE CONTEST!!

PICK UP YOUR TRAM TODAY (Sat.. June 14)
at the Roosevelt Island Day Celebration

Decorate the Tram with any special theme yov would like to sec. Would you
like to sec a specially decorated Tram such as an American flag tram
- the fin-Pack Tram - Beach-Time Tram?
Use yourimagination and you may be one of the 1 winners!

AW TRAMS MUST BE RETURNED BY TUESDAY, JUNE 21
to RIOC or RIHMNC Officers

2 GRAND PRIZES of §100.00
2 HONORABLE MENTIONS of §50.00
PRIZE CATEGORIES: ADULTS AND CHIWDREN

TRAMS WIW BE DISPLAYED IN THE RIVERCROSS DISPIAY
winDOW FROM JUNE UNTILJULY 3 1.

RIHS THANKS R.I. HOUSING MANAGEMENT, DOPPELMAYR CORP., MANHATTAN PARK,
and ROOSEVELT ISLAND OPERATING CORPORATION for THEIR GENEROSITY in

COSPONSORING THIS EVENT!

I I
1 OLyweLc-CAR  SERVI CE
All discounts in airport fares:
JFK $27 = Lgé\ug‘- Newark $55

any are gg?

|
|
|
|
|
$2 off any fare over $20 :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Ask for your special
R! resident’s discount card

1- 718-626- 8000

|

|

|

{

|

|

I .
I Clip & Save this Coupon
|

|

|

l

|

|

=

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
SpecidistinAdult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

A Gift Subscription
for a Former Islander?

About subscriptions:

The Main Street WIRE, which is delivered free to
every residential door on Roosevelt Island, does
not actively solicit off-Island subscriptions but, as
a courtesy, provides first-class mailing on day of
publication. The cost is $50/year (for about 20-24
issues, published twice a month September-May,
and less often June-August) to cover postage and
materials. A check payable to The WIRE should
be sent, with delivery address, to The WIRE, 531
Main Street #413, NYC10044. Much of each issue
also appears, with many archived back issues, on
Website NYC10044 at www.nyc10044.com.

Health Plans
Accepted
32-BJ
AetnalUSHedthcare

_ 1-212-
Empi gel Cle I{IJeA Cross 832' 23 10 Now accepting

HIP Oxford Medicare
Oxford

Medicare

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Isand, N.Y. 10044

We will feed and lovingly care for

make sure your pet is safe and
happy in his or her own home. Will
also help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references. Call us at
1-212-751-8214.

your cat while you are away. We will |
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Announcing...

Saturday Hours

That's right. We've been listening to what the Roosevelt Island community has to

say about its needs in financial services, so we're adding Saturday morning hours

while keeping the rest of our schedule intact. Now, the Better Way to Bank isn’t a
bank at all. It's your neighborhood Credit Union.

r—— Montauk Hours ——-

Monday-Wednesday & Friday
Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs

: : Free checking « Competitive interest on savings accounts
I I
: Thursday :
I I
I I
I I
I I
I I

Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Montauk Credit Union

MCU — Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street « Phone 1-212-643-3900 Fax 1-212-588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m.
Doorsopen until 7:30
Saturday
Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
ATM 24/7 « NYCE affiliate

Sales & Service License #730671 |
Est. 1961 CH RI s TV Credit Cards Accepted Blke He e |
aven _
Repan‘ Service Center | Repairs * Rentals ¢ Accessories |
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more... | 348 E B2 (betw. 1+t & 2) I
Free Estimates in Shop. Mog.-th.69-7 | M-F 10-7 » S-S 9-5 « MC/Visa |

Free Pickup & Delivery with Repai at. 9- -212-230- i i
ree Fic |EIPH0m2I\SIg%IzVe|t epar 1_7 18_392_7444 21-16 36th Av. | 1 2102 230-1919 e-.mo.ﬂ myb1keheaven@yahoo.com.. . . |
All Work Guaranteed cnviios | | 10% off any single purchase of accesseries with this coupon |
L - J

Deadline: NOW

Cards & checks must be in by this coming Tuesday (6/17)

Your business card

The Main Street WIRE
Fourth of July 2003

It’s your opportunity to support your community newspaper
with a small contribution and to record your presence at this
time and place in Roosevelt Island history. Join your
neighbors by adding your card to the July 4 business card
pages. The June 28/July 4 issue is scheduled to be
distributed to the thousands attending the Fourth of July
Fireworks at Southpoint, as well as the normal distribution
to every residential door on the Island.

Yes! | want to support The
WIRE. | enclose my busi-
ness card and my check for
$35 payable to The WIRE.

Name

Address

Phone

Email address

O Check here if you would like your e-
mail address added to The WIRE's
between-issues e-mail bulletin service.

Mail to:

The WIRE
Send your card with a $35 check, payable to The WIRE, to: 531 Main St. #413
The WIRE, 531 Main Street #413, Roosevelt Island, NY 10044 RooseveltIsland

New York, NY 10044

Or drop off at the Rivercross desk,
at 531 Main Street. Thank you!

No card? With your copy, we can create a simple message card for you.
Or support The WIRE without publishing your card. Make a $20
contribution, and we’ll include you among supporters listed in the issue.



