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RIOC Board Fires Robert H. Ryan After

Probe Focusing on Pay and Bonuses

Ryan Claims the Practices Common in State and OK’d By Others;
Board Chair Labate Orders Silence, Citing a POSSIble Lawsun

So just what was
the problem?

Island Gets Its
Tramway Back

by Robert Laux-Bachand

The Roosevelt Island Operating Corpora-

tion moved quickly this week to restore

Tram service after getting an all-clear
signal on the latest safety tests from
its independent engineering consult-

ant.

The shutdown, which began on Fri-
day the 13th, and lasted 13 days, may
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have seemed unlucky to many Island-

ers, and some said it was unnecessary. But, asPatrick
Siconolfi, RIOC’s acting president, told his Board of
Directors|last week, “ Safety hasto comefirst.”
Siconolfi was referring to studies of the Tram’s
hanger-arm assemblies, or carriages, that connect the
Tramway’s cabinsto the load-bearing track cables, to
the haul rope, and to other wires spanning the East
River. Uncertainties in these tests, or “ambiguous
readings,” as Siconolfi described them, led himto close

the Tram on June 13.

repair program.
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Subscribers to The WIRE's e-mail
bulletin service learned of Robert
Ryan’s termination minutes after it was
announced, and were kept up-to-the-
minute on Tram developments. To
subscribe, send an “Add Me” message
to nyc10044@rcn.com.

The studies were carried out
by specialized regional compa-
nies under contract by
Doppelmayr-CTEC, theop-
erator of the Tramway.
Doppelmayr, an Austrian
industrial group with direct
ties to the Tram's original
builders, took over the sys-

temin 2001 and immediately instigated an aggressive

Problems associ ated with the replacement of the haul
rope—which propelsthe cabins—led to afour-month
shutdown in the winter of 2001-02. Doppelmayr has
since pushed for replacement of the Tram cabins and
carriages, which have beenin servicesince 1976 —two
yearslonger than the average life-span of such equip-
ment, which typically, on ski slopes, is not operated

See Tram, page 16

Legislature Disappoints Residents
Hoping for Stabilization Protection

by Erik Kriss in Albany

The eight-year extension of rent
stabilization laws approved in Al-
bany this month left Roosevelt
Island’s Mitchell-Lama tenants
without the protection they were
seeking.

The Democratic-controlled State
Assembly had pushed for achange

inthelaw that would put about 700
Island apartments under rent sta-
bilization when their buildings exit
the Mitchell-Lamaprogram.

But Governor George Pataki and
hisfellow Republicanswho control
the State Senate outmaneuvered
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver
and essentially left him and his

Briefly...

Senior Watch Plan —Idlanders are talking about creating somekind of
“senior buddy system” or daily check-in after the death this week of
Hazel Lynch (see page 3) of a stroke she suffered while aone in her

apartment.

Immobile, her situation was discovered only after several

days when she was able to dislodge her telephone to answer a call from
Public Safety. The WIRE will issuee-mail bulletins(send an“Add M€’ to
nyc10044 @rcn.com) to announce meetings on the issue.

Parking Survey — A careful check of cars parked on Main Street and
River Road isreported in thisissue in aletter (page 2) from Geoff Kerr,
who found only 10% of carsin compliance with parking-permit regula-
tions, and over half unpaid or evading payment by some means. In his
letter to RIOC Acting President Patrick Siconolfi, Kerr proposes a set of
remedies to open more spaces for residents loading and unloading, and

those picking up passengers.
TramsEverywhere!

—TheHistorical Society’s Tram-decorating con-

test has produced a flood of entries (see page 16).

Lilies School Ransacked — Three Island youngsters broke into the
Lilies School recently and caused extensive damage. The Public Safety
Blotter, with moreinformation, will be published on Website NYC10044
(http://nyc10044.com) when it is made avail able by RIOC

and Public Safety.

Blue Spots—You'll seethem on bricksin Good Shep-
herd Plaza. RIOC will soon undertake arepair project
to even things out and replace broken bricks.
WIRE Summer Hiatus—The WIRE's next issueis scheduled for Satur-

day, July 26. Whilean “extra’

isalwaysapossibility, Island newswill be

available through the WIRE Bulletin service (send an “Add Me” to
nyc10044 @rcn.com) associated with Website NYC10044 (http:/nyc10044.com).

house with the eight-year, take-it-
or-leave-it offer on rent stabiliza-
tion.

“It's pretty devastating,” said
Sherie Helstien, who lives in
Westview and represents tenants
in the 360 apartments there on the
Residents Association Common
Council. “Many people in Man-
hattan were forced out of their
apartments after 20 years. That's
what could happen here.”

“| think it's going to be devastat-
ing, certainly to any Mitchell-Lama
buildingin adesirablelocationwith
astrong real-estate market,” added
Michael McK ee, associate director
of the New York State Tenants &
Neighbors group. He said he
would put Roosevelt Island in that
category, but “maybe not as strong
(a market) as the Upper East Side
or other parts of Manhattan.”

Island tenants fear the owner of
Westview and the Island’s other
Mitchell-Lama building, Island
House, will sell the buildings to a
new owner who would jack up
rents.

Tenant advocates are pushing
for a sale of the buildings to the
tenants themselves.

Meantime, thereis aclear sense
inAlbany that Silver and hisfellow
Democrats will try to re-open the
rent-stabilization issue. Thethink-
ing in Albany isthat the next time
Pataki and Senate M gjority L eader
Joseph Bruno, a Republican repre-
senting Brunswick, need the Demo-

See Stabilization, page 12

by Dick Lutz

“Thisisreally afeast at the pub-
lictrough.”

That was the comment about the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corpo-
ration (RIOC), by one source close
to the investigation that led to the
outright firing of RIOC President
Raobert H. Ryan last week.

Ryan’stermination, by the RIOC
Board of Directors, cameat theend
of a suspension, imposed as an
“administrativeleave’ on February
4 in aclosed executive session of
the Board. Roosevelt Island was
reportedly off-limits to Ryan dur-
ing the suspension, which wasini-
tially 60 days, then extended twice
toatotd of four-and-a-half months.
Ryan collected hissalary, in excess
of $125,000 ayear, during the sus-
pension.

Themost troubling evidence de-
veloped during the investigation
had to do with Ryan’s handling of
his own compensation, but it ex-
tended, aswell, to bonuses and in-
centive payments given to other
RIOC executives.

Last Tuesday (June 17), after
Board membershad just over three
hours to examine an investigative
report, called “fat” by resident
Board member David Kraut, they
voted to fire Ryan, but made no
public announcement of the act in
a subsequent public portion of the
Board meeting. The Main Street
WIRE was provided with a copy of
the Board's resolution after the
meeting, but no vote tally, and the
resol ution contained no reasonsfor
thetermination.

The WIRE subsequently learned
that the Board's vote was 5 to 1,
with one abstention.

Board Chair Mary Beth Labate, a
Deputy Commissioner of the State
Division of Housing and Commu-
nity Renewal, was the abstaining
vote. She hasdrawn acloak of se-
crecy around thefiring and the rea-
sonsfor it —theresolution saysonly
that the Board “ has determined that
itisinthebest interests of the Cor-
poration to forthwith remove and
terminate the employment of Rob-
ert Ryan...”

And Labate hastold members of
the Board they may not discussthe
matter with the press or public. In
turning down a request for an in-
terview, Labate responded through
aDHCR pressrepresentative, with
thise-mail, printed herein full and
uncorrected:

“absolutely not... will not be
doing any interviews... island has
a spokesperson... thisisa personell
matter... board took action... end
of story... just refer the email to
John Melia and hewill confer with
Mollie on what RIOC will be say-
ing... That applies as well to any
board member that gets a media
inquiryl... We should direct them
the same way we directed Leo...
with RIOC facing potential litiga-
tion in this matter... we must be

Robert H. Ryan on Roosevelt Island
Day, 1999, during his first visit to
Roosevelt Island as newly-designated
RIOC President.

RIOC Board Chair Mary Beth Labate
presiding over a December Board
meeting. She had asked Ryan not to
attend. She is trying to keep the lid on
release of information gathered during
the investigation of Ryan.

careful what issaid...”

John Meliais RIOC's publicin-
formation officer. Early thisweek,
he said he had no directiveto issue
a statement on the Ryan matter.
The reference to “Mollie” is to
Mollie Fullington, an aidein Gov-
ernor George Pataki’s press office
and the wife of one of the
Fullington twins, who grew up on
Roosevelt Island. (Kevin
Fullington, counsel to the minority
membersof the City Council, served
for a time on the RIOC Board.)
“Leo” refersto Leo Kayser Ill, a
non-resident member of the RIOC
Board, who complied with L abate
instructions not to reveal details of
the Board’s executive session in
which Ryan wasfired.

In reaching its decision, the
Board relied on the near-100-page
investigative report on RIOC and
Ryan, prepared by Attorney
Michael Hitsman of Hitsman,
Hoffman & O’Reilly, Elmsford
(Westchester County), New York.
That report isunder wraps and was
seen by Board membersonly onthe
day they voted; previously, it had

See Ryan, page 6
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The Editorial Page

A RIOC Out of Control

If what we’ve learned about the content of Attorney Michael
Hitsman’s report on RIOC management and compensation prac-
tices over the past year or so is solid fact, we have a picture
slowly developing of a public-benefit corporation bumping along
without meaningful oversight and control.

At this writing, we have little reason to doubt the gravity of
a situation in which a chief executive allegedly was able to re-
write the terms of his own compensation without anyone giving
it a serious glance. We have the opposite, in fact — reason to
believe that more will come out.

But RIOC Board Chair Mary Beth Labate — and perhaps the
RIOC Board itself — seems determined to withhold as much in-
formation as possible, as long as possible, perhaps hoping that
damage can be contained, and that the public, press, and watch-
dog agencies will lose interest. Labate’s gagging of RIOC Board
members on the excuse that public statements might later be-
come useful in a suit by deposed President Robert H. Ryan against
the corporation has the effect of making the information in quashed
reports all the more enticing. Can it be so bad that it is worth
the extraordinary effort required to bottle it up?

As things stand, no information is flowing from RIOC or
DHCR, its overseer agency that was apparently asleep at the
switch. The RIOC Board’s brief, bland resolution speaks vol-
umes by what it does not say. Likewise, the withheld Hitsman
report speaks volumes by its being shut away in a dark closet.

If Attorney Hitsman is worth the considerable fee he was
paid to get the goods on Rob Ryan, his report should be solid, and
it should stand up to examination by the public, and be ironclad
against any possibility that its content can be used against RIOC.
The excuse, therefore, that the report must be suppressed be-
cause of possible litigation only suggests it is somehow flawed, or
unreliable, or that the Board’s decision in firing Ryan can’t stand
a test of fairness.

The strategy of withholding the document while gagging the
Board members who've seen it makes it inevitable that there
will be great pressure for the information to break free —not in
the carefully-organized lawyerly presentation Hitsman prepared,
but in rumor and eager speculation.

From what we know now, the Hitsman report apparently
paints a smarmy picture of a State public-benefit corporation
retooled as a political-reward machine for the Governor’s favor-
ites, handing them an ATM card for a bank where the public
puts the money in and “public servants” take it out, unchecked
and unsupervised. It suggests an agency where the executive
preoccupation was not with the people’s business, but with find-
ing creative ways to tap the cash machine.

It waves a flag emblazoned with the question, Can an unpaid
Board of Directors be asked to take fiduciary responsibility for
an agency whose executives so easily find ways to remold the
rules to their own benefit and the public’s detriment?

And there is another flag waving out there in the breeze:
Just how widespread is this sort of thing in State agencies con-
trolled by the Governor’s people? Put another way, is somebody
up there winking while all this goes on?
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TotheEditor:

On Monday, June 16, there was
amajor disruption of F subway ser-
vice during the morning rush hour.
Coinciding with the Tram being
down, thiswasavivid reminder of
how fragile the Island’s transpor-
tation can be.

When | arrived at the subway
station that morning at about 8:30,
it was mobbed. Clearly there had
not been a Manhattan-bound train
for along time. Over the next half
hour, with more and more people
arriving on the platform, only two
trains came. Of course, they were
jammed and only afew peoplewere
able (or willing) to squeeze on.

Atonepoint, | decided to try tak-
ing the bus to Queens Plaza, so |
left the station, only to see a bus
pulling away from the stop. After
standing there for at least 10 min-
utes, with no businsight, | gave up
on the bus and re-entered the sub-
way (thank goodness for unlimited
MetroCards). It is probably unnec-
essary toadd that during all thistime,
therewas no announcement fromthe
token booth. Someone said that the
clerk wastdling peoplethat therehad
been aproblem, but trainswere now
running. Even if that was true, the
platform was impossibly over-
crowded, and it would bealongtime
before we could board a train with-
out serious pushing.

Finally, a Queens-bound train
arrived, and severd of usrantothe
other platform. Getting off at 21st
Street (where there also was a big
crowd who would take up any
available spaceon any train before
it reached the Island), | walked to
QueensPlaza(anicehike), wherel
caught adowntown N. | arrived at
work at about 10.

There was another problem on
the F line during the evening rush
hour on Wednesday, June 18, and
at least one V train wasdiverted to
run on the F line. Both incidents
show that when the Tram is not
running, we are very vulnerableto
major travel disruptions. With bet-
ter luck, or more patience, | would
have used the Queens bus that
Monday, but it was one of those
mornings when everything went
wrong. The red bus, at half-hour
intervalsin rush hour, isbetter than
nothing, but not much.

| guessthe answer isthat I'll get
to work whenever | can, and my
boss, who like most New Yorkers
thinksthat | livein this mysterious
and exotic place, will just have to
accept the explanation that that's
what comes with living on
Roosevelt I1sland.

Julian Stein

Letters

TotheEditor:

You are doing the residents of Roosevelt Island a disservice in de-
scribing the proposed appointment by RIOC of former Council Member
Herbert Berman as its President as a patronage payoff because heis not

an expert in building management.

Assomeonewho worked with both the City Council and the Governor’s
office, | feel | am qualified to state that Roosevelt Island should bethrilled
to be getting Mr. Berman, which it would never have done without the
term limitsthat put most of the City government’sleadersout of ajob on

January 1, 2002.

Mr. Bermanwasn't just a“ Brooklyn Councilman.” AsChairman of the
Finance Committee he wasthe third most important person in the City’s
government (after the Mayor and Council Speaker), since he had the
principal responsibility for legidativeinput into the City’ staxes and spend-
ing. Heisthusan expertin municipal and publicfinance, askill crucial to

the Island’s devel opment.

In that capacity, he worked closely with former Mayor Giuliani, City
(now State) Comptroller Alan Hevesi, and Governor Pataki, and their
staffsand offices, not to mention other Councilmembersand State L egis-
lative leaders, in the development of financial policy and is now in a
position to use those contacts and skills for the benefit of RIOC and the

people of Roosevelt Island.

TotheEditor:

We would like to clarify the
policy of the Roosevelt Island
Community Garden regarding the
admittance of non-membersto the
gardens. Formerly, the gardens
were kept unlocked on weekends
to permit free access, but unfortu-
nately thispolicy resulted in unac-
ceptablelevelsof pilferage. Aswas
pointed out in arecent letter to The
WIRE, anyone can climb the fence
and people do. On several occa
sions the gardens have been prey
to large-scale vandalism with gar-
dens torn up, trees and shrubs
burned, and garden ornaments
smashed. Thereislittlethat can be
done to prevent this type of wan-
ton destruction by those who climb
the fence.

The locked gates can stop the
casua thief, however, who, on a
stroll through the gardens, helps
him or herself to “just onetomato”
or “acoupleof flowers,” rationaliz-
ing “Who will misstheminsucha
large garden?’ Unfortunately, the
gardener who hasweeded, watered,
and fertilized that precioustomato
over severd monthstimedoes. The
open-door policy resulted in too
much of this casual pilferage. Too
many gardeners were losing their
best produce or flowers.

As a compromise, therefore,
whilethe gateswill belocked, visi-
tors are welcome and may request
admission and a tour of the gar-
dens from any available gardener.
We regret that, due to a misunder-
standing of the current policy, ac-
cesswasdenied to thewriter of that
letter.

Nancy Cruickshank
Roosevelt Island Garden Club

ToPatrick Siconolfi, Acting President of RIOC:
The Urban Planners who conceived and master-planned the new ur-

ban community of Roosevelt Island envisioned it as a step forward in
urban living, and intended it to be virtualy traffic free. The original
intention was for the Motorgate Plaza to be the stopping point for all
traffic crossing the Roosevelt sland Bridge (see Historical Marker #11),
with traffic beyond that being on foot or by public transport, and clearly
the road infrastructure was not designed for continuous traffic. When |
first moved to Roosevelt Island 26 years ago, it was ajoy to return home
from work in midtown Manhattan, feeling the City fading behind you as
you rode the Tram high above the East River, and then to walk home
surrounded by trees and grass and peacefulness.

This now seems to be a memory from the past, and our community
seems to be becoming swamped by the automobile, partly by design,
such as by requiring every vehicle entering the Island to drive to the
Tram and back, stopping 20 times on the way, and partly by neglect, by
no longer enforcing any parking regulations, thus permitting and en-
couraging the use of vehiclesin the community.

In order to have facts with which to support my concerns, | took it
upon myself to conduct aparking survey of the community. Thisencom-
passed Main Street and River Road, from Rivercross to the Community
Gardens, and was carried out primarily on Friday, June 20. My first sur-
vey trip wasmade starting at 11:00 am. and finishing at 1:30 p.m., and a
repeat trip was made between 4:00 and 5:45 p.m.

On my morning survey | recorded atotal of 119 vehiclesparked onthe
roads, in addition to which there were 20 vehicles parked in the School
yard and 8 in assorted courtyards. Of the 119 vehicles parked on the

See Letters, page 19

Robert Furman

TotheEditor:

The one change has to be an
elected RIOC Board... stop Pataki
patronage... keep Siconolfi.

Other wishesare:

1. Use MTA passfor Tram.

2. Reinstitute ferry crossings,
especially in the summer.

3. Amarinawould benice.

4. Useour “stored” Z-bricksto
repair sidewalks and roads.

| am also sorry to seethe Bakery
fold because of harassment and rent
hike. | thought the family was a
welcome addition to our shops —
clean with hardworking staff.

DorisChernik

Letters deadline for
July 26 issue: July 22

After deadline, letters will
be considered on a
space-available basis

ToPatrick Siconolfi:

It seems obviousto methat abus
isuselessif it makesno stops. The
other day, sincethered busdid not
stop there, | assumed it was hu-
manly possible to walk from the
post office to the bank.

Well, at 89, with awalker, totally
exhausted, | finally collapsed at the
bank.

Is there some sane reason why
RIOC discriminates against the
bank and bank users or, for that
matter, against the residents who
live next to the bank?

L et’s have something more from
RIOC than the fact that they cash
their excessivechecks. Pleasehave
thered busimmediately stop at the
bank.

Frances Salten

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the
editor, to the community, and to/from of-
ficials. Publication on a Name Withheld
basis will be considered, but the writer's
name, address, and phone number
must be provided for verification and
for our records; anonymous letters are
not considered for publication.

Preferred methods of submission:
E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com
(ASCII text preferred, or use any word-
processing software, but no MSWord
files with macros), or PC-standard 3.5"
floppy disk left at 531 Main Street ad-
dressed to The WIRE.

Alternatives: Typed, double-
spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or
faxed to 1-212-755-2540 (call ahead to
1-212-826-9055). Clearly handwritten
letters will be considered if brief, but we
cannot take telephone dictation of let-
ters.

All letters are subject to accep-
tance, and to editing for length and
clarity. Recommend maximum length,
300 words; longer letters will be con-
sidered if their content merits the required
space.
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Hazel Lynch

Hazel Lynch, a popular and well-known Islander, died this
week after suffering astrokein her Eastwood apartment, and a

second stroke while hospitalized.

Shewashbornin North Chicago, Illinois, in 1918, the daughter
of William and Mazie Davis, who were employed at Northwest-
ern University in nearby Evanston. At age 16, she married
Robert Lynch. They were later divorced after the birth of two
daughters, Barbara Lynch Armstrong, now of Middle Island
(Suffolk County), New York; and Haniyfah Fahsheed, who pre-
deceased her mother. Other survivorsinclude three grandchil-

dren and 12 great grandchildren.

AtTrellisand at theldland’s Senior Center, Hazel wasknown for
her jokes—often dightly risqué. ShewasactiveinaSeniorsdance
group led by Bernard Dove, aregular member of The Main Sreet
WIRE's Friday-morning stuffing crew, and an avid knitter who of -

ten modeled her own work in Seniorsfashion shows.

During World War 11, she was awel der, building submarines
in New London, Connecticut. Later, she became a licensed
practical nurse, assisting aNew York physician in apractice of
obstetrics and gynecology. She moved to Roosevelt Island in
1992 after the death of her second husband, Alfred Brown.

She was officially a Protestant, but attended church on the
Island with both Catholic and Protestant parishioners.

Funeral arrangements are being made at the Thomas Quinn
Funeral Home, 35-20 Broadway, Long Island City
(1-718-729-3400), where the family wasto receive visitors Fri-
day 2:00-5:00and 7:00-9:00 p.m. Servicesare scheduled for this
morning (Saturday, June 28) at 9:00 in the chapel at the funeral
home. Shewill beinterred at the Washington Memoria Park in
Coram, New York, near the home of her surviving daughter.

Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.
—Attributed to Thomas Jefferson

When | was a young soldier about a million years
ago, | signed the Official SecretsAct in order to re-
ceivethe security clearance necessary for my jobina
missileradar electronicslab. Thedea was, youdidn't
talk about the work to anyone, even if they had a
clearance at your level, unless they also had a* need
to know.” This seems to be the system governing
communications from RIOC and the RIOC Board of
Directorsthese days onissuescritical to thiscommu-
nity.

Two weeks ago, on the weekend of Roosevelt |s-
land Day, we discovered, only by word of mouth, that

Thefirst you' ve been ableto read about thisturn of
events is in the newspaper you now hold, produced
ten full days after the fact. Several hundred of us
subscribe to The WIRE's e-mail bulletin service for
timely information (and you can too by sending an
“Add Me” subject line to nyc10044@rcn.com) and so |
knew the facts on the morning of June 18.

My question is why, during an official meeting of
the RIOC Board of Directors on the 17th, this little
tidbit of information could not be shared with the com-
munity and made part of the public record. Again,
you and | just don’'t have a “need to know” by gov-
ernment standards. My second questions is, “Who
the hell doeshave aneed to know if not us?” And will
wefind out when the next permanent RIOC president
is on board on the day he walks

business. RIOC'ssole effort toin-
form the public was a phone call
Friday afternoon by Public Infor-
mation Officer John Meliato The
Main Street WIRE, which had just
gone to press the evening before.
Saturday came and went without a
single notice from RIOC appearing
on asingle Main Street kiosk.

the Tram was temporarily out of
The

RIRA
Column

through the door at 591 Main
Street? Better make surethat you're
cleared for Top Secret!
Movingright dong: Didyou par-
ticipate in Roosevelt Island Day?
Thisisthe seventh event that Hous-
ing Management and the Youth
Center have produced, and my hat
is off to Doryne Isley and Charlie

You know what happened next:
the rumors started to spread. The Tram was closed
for six months; for ayear; forever. By Sunday it was
clear that RIOC had no intention of spoiling itsweek-
end by issuing atravel advisory for the Tram. And
so, my wifeand |, aswell as The WI RE acting indepen-
dently, made it our business to post information up
and down Main Street. It wasn’t until after the Mon-
day morning rush-hour commutethat official postings
from RIOC were seen on our kiosks. | can only as-
sume that Island residents didn’t have the requisite
“need to know” for this highly secure information to
be shared with us.

For some time now, many of us
have wondered what Meliaactually
doesto earn his $97,000 annual sal-
ary at RIOC. We don’t see him at
Island events, he issues no press
briefings, no Island newsl etters, nor
does he write acompanion column
to minealthough RIOC hasastand-
ing offer to do so. When the ques-
tion comesup, either at RIOC or with
Board members, the answer is a-
ways, “Oh, we can't discuss that!
It'spolitical, youknow!” Again, we
Islanders don’t have the necessary
“need to know” as to how our
ground rents, our commercial rents,
our Motorgate, red bus, and Tram
fees are being spent while RIOC
pursues its objectives with rev-
enues obtained entirely on-lsland.
We may have Mélia all wrong; he
may be doing a bang-up job, but
not in any of the areasthat I’ ve always defined as part
of publicrelations. Who can say? Apparently | don't
have a “need to know” any more than you do. | do
know that RIOC’s PR director has never called meto
establish a relationship with the residents' elected
spokesperson (that's me) and that his record of re-
turning residents’ callsissporadic at best, with arepu-
tation for rudeness to resident callers.

Another casein point: | attended the RIOC Board
meeting on June 17. It started with a 2%>-hour execu-
tive session out of the public’s hearing, during which
the Islanders attending the meeting cool ed their heels
and waited for the public portion to begin. The sum
total of information from the executive session shared
with that public is that the subject matter discussed
was “personnel” and that one vote had been taken.
Moments after the meeting adjourned, Deputy Com-
missioner Mary Beth Labate, who chairs the RIOC
Board, gave acopy of the Board'sresolution to WIRE
editor Dick Lutz, informing him that RIOC president,
Robert Ryan, had been fired by the Board.

Editor's note: The President of RIOC has a standing invitation
to provide a companion RIOC Column for publication here.

Matthew Katz
Residents Association President
e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

DeFino. Your Residents Associa
tion wastheretoo, offering afree breakfast to all com-
ers. | spent most of the morning working with agroup
put together by Bonnie Sherk of the Living Library
project. Many of you have read in these pages of her
plansfor aninteractive, open-air learning experience
to incorporate our children, our seniors, our artists,
and Island activists to plan and execute something
marvelousin our remaining open space.

If you have a chance to peek into the PS/IS 217
schoolyard, you will see a strip of land newly sodded
(and manured!) and planted with avariety of vegetables
and flowersthat I’'mtold are” com-
panion” plants. Bonnie honchoed
a group of farmers including pre-
kindergartners, older children, and
afew of us so-called adults. The
result is the first salvo in the
Roosevelt Island Living Library
and a welcome contribution to Is-
land life and beauty.

After my labors| rested my bones
at the Senior Center whileafriendly
phlebotomist milked my veins for
someprimeA+ blood. My wifewas
on the next gurney, and so we con-
sidered thisadate! AiramdaSilva
informs me that the Icla da Silva
Foundation and the New York
Blood Center hosted 81 potential
donorswith 58 pintscollected. New
York City isagainin oneof itsblood
bank crises, and so this effort is
truly alifesaver. Thanksto every-
one involved.

We lucked out with theweather until mid-afternoon,
and so the kids' rides, the hot dogs and cotton candy,
and part of the Little League finalswent off as sched-
uled. The fabulous Drifters concert was held in the
school auditorium, which didn’t dampen the turnout
or the enthusiasm of the audience. What a great day!

I’dliketo wish everyone a happy Fourth of July and
a good (and a drier) summer. | expect that I'll see
many of you at the fireworks presentation at
Southpoint Park, our new, full-time park space. This
holiday has come to mean something new (but really,
quite old) for me since | got involved in Island activ-
ism. Thequotewithwhich| started thiscolumn comes
tomind, aswell as James Otis's 1763 quote, “ Taxation
without representation is tyranny.” That this chest-
nut still applies on Roosevelt Island 240 years after it
was written never fails to astonish me. And I'll end
with my favorite, oft-repeated quote — the one that
sustainsmein my RIRA work:

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful and
committed citizens can change the world.
It's the only thing that ever has.
—Margaret Mead

COMING UP

—ThisWeekend —
Gallery RIVAA open 11:00-5:00, Saturday and Sunday.

—TheComing Week —
Fourth of July Fireworks Viewing at
Southpoint Park, Fri., July 4, gate open at
6:00; fireworksat 9:15; Southpoint. Tickets,
$18, available from RIOC office, 591 Main
Street, during business hours; at Manhat-
tan-side Tram station; or on-line at
www.rioc.com through July 2. Note: Nolarge
coolers, backpacks, or oversize bags per-
mitted on site; all bags subject to search.

—Future Events— =l

New York Junior Tennis L eague Summer program starts M onday,
July 7, Octagon Tennis Courts; hours 1:00-4:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Roosevelt | sland Walking Tour, Roosevelt Island in Progress, spon-
sored by the Municipal Art Society (www.mas.org), Sat., July 12, 2:00 p.m.,
led by Judy Berdy, President of the Roosevelt Island Historical Society.
Visit the new buildings of Southtown and the Octagon ruin, and examine
the relationship between the Island’s master plan and its present con-
figuration. $12for MAS members; $15 for non-members—no reservation
required. Meet at the Manhattan-side Tram station.

Idand KidsFundraiser, aTupperware Party, Wed., July 16, 7:30 p.m.,
536 Main Street Community Room. For additional information, call
1-212-758-8408.

The Main Street WIRE — Next issue, Sat., July 26. (E-mail bulletins
will be issued during this summer break; to subscribe, send an “Add
Me” tonyc10044@rcn.com. Deadlines: Advertising inthe paper, Fri., July
18; decision onfliersfor The Bag, Mon., July 21; fliersdue Thur., July 24.
Futureissues. August 23; September 6, 20; October 11, 25; Novem-
ber 8, 22 (Thanksgiving issue); December 13 (holiday issue). Phone/fax
for news, 1-212-826-9055/755-2540; phone/fax for display and classi-
fied advertising placement and information, 1-212-751-8214/755-2540.

To list your organization’s Island events here, e-mail information to
ComingUp @MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the
desk at 531 Main Street; provide atelephone number for follow-up.

RIRA Common Council meeting,
Wed., Sept. 3, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd. Open to the
public; public comments invited
near start of meeting.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur.,
Sept. 11, 5:30 p.m., Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.

RIRA Common Council meeting,
Wed., Oct. 1, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Open to the
public; public commentsinvited near start of meeting.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Oct. 9, 9:30 am., Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., Nov. 5, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.

Senior Center

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Please provide a telephone number
for possible follow-up.

Monday 10:30, CreativeArts
10:30, Blood Pressure Screen 12:30,Movie
12:30, “Oldies” Movies 7:00, Dance Class (Advanced)
1:00, Tai Chi Friday
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners) 9:30, Yoga Sretch
Tuesday 1:00, BridgeClass

10-11, Dance& Relax
10-11, L atchhook Class

7:00,Games(RISA)
Saturday

6:30, Yoga Class 7:30, Bingo (RISA)
7:30, Games(RISA)
Wednesday .
9:15, Stay Well Special Events

Mon., June 30, last day of classes
at the Senior Center
Fri., July 25, Birthday party

10:30, Beading Class
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi

Home-delivered meals available: 1-212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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Island Kids, Inc. has been offering quality
family programming on Roosevelt Island for over

P gy T . 20 years. Located just one stop from
fm.kﬁ",i Manhattan on the “F” train or via the Tramway
| % =~ atb9" St. Summer classes include Tumbling,

Creative Movement, Fun & Facts, Music &
Rhythm, Math Games and the New Baby Group. Spend the rest of your day
playing in the playgrounds and picnicking under the trees. We offer quality
programming at very affordable prices. Call Tracy, the Island Kids Director, at
212-317-0216 for the schedule of classes and reserve a place for you and your
child now.

10044..com
Roosevelt

Island

Computers

* Any computer problems

* 24 hours service, tech support

* Consultations

* Upgrades

* Pick-up and delivery

* Web sites for individuals (businesses)

Call 1-917-916-5306

</

Weekend Music...

...begins this weekend, the # @:&*%
weather permitting, and we’ll
continue through the summer-.

Come on out to welcome this tardy

season to Roosevelt Island.
And before you ask: Yes, waffle-
fries are back on the menu, by
popular uprising, to stay.

See you at Trellis...

1-212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

Mom;/ Dmrffm

Piano B
T% » N \\\ No Job Too Small!

Ph 1-718-358-8882
Bpr 1-917-483-1020

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island ¢ 1-212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute.
Schedule your child’s camp and school
physicals now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday ¢ 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday « 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday ¢ 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available - Use What You Have

ﬁurﬂ/fure
Up/m/yfery, S\//'pcovery
Wallpaper & fabric
Cﬂrpef é—« Area /;)Ug§
A// Mna/ow ﬁeafmemf;
ﬁ/oor ((7‘4 7;7”7”07C9 7/79;

L/'g/ﬁ/ng L
Corperi Ellen Levy
/(/fcr/mn /Qenovaf/on
/Da/'nf é—« 7CdUX 7C/'n/'§Ae§
A//Accegfor/ey
C/o;ef Def/gn

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

No job too small

BRACES
AREN'T FOREVER,
SMILES ARE!

We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.
Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff

Serving Island residents for over 20 years

200 West 57th Street
1-212-757-2285
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the highest quality vegetables, fruits, pies, and meats - every Saturday at Motorgate

I NOW-
sl laigatwa  Free Delivery

. Stop by or
— .4;* Y% A call in your order

-
et e eemmcerw. L pmat T

VENGERD FARM 1-570-916-2037

Watsontown, Pa.

dineg 1989

There’s no place like home.
And the food you serve helps make it the special place it is. From our
home in the fertile, rolling hills of Pennsylvania, we bring you the freshest
produce you can serve, to make your home all the more special.

;iZA afu/ay&, y/ hank you ffpr J/;(Zjajdz'nj With us every Cgaturc[aj/.

CHINA 1 KITCHEN

Delicious Chinese Health Food
Order for Delivery or Take-Out

Szechuan, Cantonese & Mandarin Cuisine

Call 1-212-588-0806 / 0663

Sunday-Thursday 11am-11pm ZIS.
mﬂ Friday-Saturday 11-midnight
R

e FAST Free Delivery (min. $6) a5 ' ' & )
”L 609 Main Street * Roosevelt Island %U : | www.grabink.com
Roosevelt Island Family
Expert Tailor R |t - -
on Premises ooseve & Cosmetic Dentistry
) Our philosophy: Our office offers adults
571 Main St. IS I an d and children a Quality Dental Service with Some Ofme Degtal Plan?
_ _ _ gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and | € acceptiowardpayment:
1-212-758-1778 CI e an e r S respect for their time at a moderate dental Pr%%tr';{fzf %gﬁaég\lfggzre
cost. Services include Bonding, Veneers, Guardian, First Fortis, efc.

ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

New State of the Art

Dry Cleaning Machine . o E
Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
To Serve You Better Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Y Neigh h I
EFIEI%?ENT our Neighborhood Cleaners Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
RELI ABLE,’ We D e | Iver Treating residents 24 years

COURTEOUS Free deliveries on orders $15-up 501 Main Street ¢ 1-212-752-8722

Se habla espafiol!

—
VISA
—
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WRATSHISMAME,  OF MY SITUAT,
Hes ConnErTER P JUST A

Four years ago, this editorial cartoon in the Fourth of July issue of The WIRE marked the sudden departure of Dr. Jerome Blue as RIOC President, and the arrival of Robert H. Ryan.

Ryan from page 1

been withheld fromthem by L abate,
and they were required to leave
their copies behind after the vote.

Votingto fire Ryan wereresident
Board members Stewart, Kraut, and
Mark Ponton, plus non-resident
Board members Nancy Reuss (of
the State Budget Office; she voted
by phone) and John Mannix.
Kayser voted against the termina-
tion.

Some Board members (see addi-
tional reports, pages 6 and 7) have
commented, but have carefully lim-
ited what they’ ve said to avoid dis-
pensing information or opinions
that might be useful to Ryan’s at-
torney, former Federal prosecutor
Robert J. Costello, who did speak
for therecord in expressing outrage
at hisclient’sdismissal and how it
was handled. From earlier reports
and sources close to the investiga-
tion who insisted they not beiden-
tified, The WIRE has pieced to-
gether a general picture of the ra-
tionale for Ryan’s dismissal, and
some of the content of the Hitsman
report.

Hitsman was hired, at $235 an
hour, to investigate when a Board
request that the State Inspector
General look into the Ryan matter
was only half-heartedly passed
along by Labate. (A source at the
Inspector General’'s office pro-
fesses no knowledge of any inves-
tigation or report.) Hitsman re-
corded interviews with key RIOC
administrative employees, includ-
ing Ryan, Vice President Robert
Antonek (who has sinceresigned),
General Counsel Kenneth Leitner,
and others. While The WIRE has
submitted a Freedom of Informa-
tion Law (FOIL) request for the
tapes and Hitsman’s report, the
FOIL process is time-consuming,
and the RIOC Board may claim at-
torney-client privilege to refuse
their rel ease.

The questions asked by Hitsman
and his associates during the in-
terviews mostly focused on com-
pensation practices at RIOC.

What came out, in major part,
wasalist of RIOC practicesregard-
ing executive pay that provided key
employees with hidden raises
never reviewed or approved by
RIOC'sBoard of Directors, which
has responsibility for compensa-
tion decisions:

* Onefinancia windfall wascon-
firmed by Ryan, inaninterview with
The WIRE early in his suspension.
He awarded time of f to employees,
including himself, who volunteered
at and near Ground Zero after the
9/11/01 World Trade Center disas-
ter. The award was said to be one
day of vacation for every hour
worked at Ground Zero, and it was

exchangeablefor cash. Inthecase
of at least one employee, it may
amount to theequivaent of ayear’'s
pay.

+ Given araise after months of
seeking one, Ryan madeit retroac-
tive by several months.

» Ryan alegedly gave an under-
ling a raise, then had that under-
ling sign off on araisefor Ryan.

* RIOC administratorswho agree
to put three percent of their sala-
riesinto a“ savings incentive pro-
gram” arerewarded with asix per-
cent salary bonus— but the six per-
cent doesn’'t go into the savings
plan, it comesin cash. One source
characterized the program as “ob-
vioudly just ahidden raise.” (The
WIRE has not yet been able to de-

terminewhether larger percentages
may be saved, with the cash-pay-
ment “incentive” also doubled.)

» A program of “floating holi-
days’ for RIOC's top employees
rewardsthem with timeoff for time
worked beyond a 40-hour week —
virtually unheard of in high-salary
executive positions (most of the
employees in question earn over
$110,000 ayear) in or out of gov-
ernment.

» RIOC administratorsallegedly
awarded themselves various “ per-
formance bonuses.”

Three months after suspending
Ryan and near the end of the
Hitsman inquiry, the RIOC Board
closed adoor. In passinga2003-04
budget, they appended this lan-

guage to their resolution: “...the
total salariesand fringe benefitsfor
RIOC employeeslisted in the Fis-
cal Year 2003-2004 budget shall not
be altered without the approval of
the Chairperson/Chief Executive
Officer after consultation with the
Board of Directors; and no expan-
sionin other compensation will be
made without the approval of the
Chairperson/Chief Executive Of-
ficer after consultation with the
Board of Directors.” The Board,
with this language, was clamping
down on compensaton practices
some saw as out of control.

One particular example of aper-
formance bonus apparently fol-
lowed araucous December 12, 2002,
environmental hearing on a pro-

“Actions in a Cloud of Bad Judgment”
Were Ryan’s Downfall, Says Stewart

by Robert Laux-Bachand

Patrick Stewart, a resident Board member of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation, said that a
series of mistakes and misjudgments by RIOC Presi-
dent Robert H. Ryan led to his dismissal.

Ryan’'s award of vacation bonuses for himself and
other RIOC volunteersfor their work at Ground Zero
waswidely publicized at thetime of hissuspensionin
February, but Stewart said that was not the only is-
sue: “9/11 was not the crux of
the matter.”

“The whole thing is a matter
of actions taken by Rob, it was
in a sort of cloud of bad judg-
ment,” Stewart told The WIRE
last week, while declining to go
into specifics pending the re-
lease of official reports. “I can’t
point specifically to one set of
circumstances, it was an accu-
mulation of actions and events
that you couldn’t really not no-
tice,” hesaid. |

The Board's initial concerns, ~Board meeting.
he said, were based on internal information that came
to the attention of the board regarding “some irregu-
larities.”

“That's what started the ball rolling,” he said, not-
ing that thisinformation “came in the normal course
of affairs” and did not comefrom “amoleor squealer”
fromwithinthe RIOC staff.

“We believed that we had done what we needed to
doin ethical fairness and that it was now timeto take
action,” Stewart said, referring to the board’s vote on
Tuesday, June 17, to remove Ryan as an officer of the
Corporation and terminate hisemployment. Hesaid it
would not have been fair to Island residents, to the
State—which continued to pay Ryan’'s salary through-
out the long suspension — or to Ryan himself “to run
thison indefinitely.”

Stewart was careful to avoid any description of the
Board'svoting or deliberations, or even to character-
ize the tone of its discussion, which was held in a
closed session, asallowed by law when dealingwitha
personnel matter. But speaking personally, hesaid, “I
have been very distressed by the whole damn thing”
— and not least because he had been an outspoken
supporter of Ryan over the past several years.

Resident member H. Patrick Stewart in the
publicly-held portion of last week's RIOC

“One of Rob's great skills was to bring in great
people,” he said, noting that Patrick Siconolfi, now
the Acting President, came on board as Chief Finan-
cial Officer to serveunder Ryan. “Raob hasdone more
for the Island than all of the previous executives put
together, and especially as compared to his predeces-
sor,” Stewart added, referring to Dr. Jerome Blue. (Blue
and Stewart were often at odds during Stewart’stime
as president of the Residents Association.)

“1 am personally fond of Rob
Ryan and, all things considered,
he has done a good job in my
opinion, and, had he exercised
better judgment, all this would
not have happened,” Stewart
said. “I know in my heart that
thisisnot acrook or acriminal.
It was a serious lapse of judg-
ment. On the other hand, hav-
ing said this ... you have things
you have to do and you have to
answer to those things good or
bad.”

Stewart said that Mary Beth
Labate, the deputy commissioner of the State Divi-
sion of Housing and Community Renewal, hasbeen a
skilled leader in chairing the RIOC Board (“ She knows
how to run things and keep going in the right direc-
tion; sheiswell organized and civil.”). But herejected
the idea that the Ryan matter had been orchestrated
fromAlbany.

“It was not a call from the Second Floor, none of
that happened,” he said, referring to the Governor’s
office. “I’'m not delighted at what happened. But it
was aBoard decision. Asfar asthe Governor calling
or the secretary calling —thiswasthe Board alone, as
it will be or hasbeeninwhoever RIOC hires, it hasto
have RIOC Board approval.”

Stewart ratesthis current Board asRIOC'sbest ever
in terms of its professional qualifications and says it
is motivated by a desire to make the Island a better
placetolive. “I think this Board takesits obligations
serioudly, takes the Island seriously, and its obliga-
tions to the personnel of RIOC and the whole func-
tioning of the system,” he said, defending its deci-
sions not only in the Ryan episode but on develop-
ment issues like Southtown and the Octagon Apart-
ments proposal.

posal to turnthelsland’'slandmark
Octagon structure and nearby land
(designated as parkland in the
Island’s master plan) into the Octa-
gon A partments, 400 unitsof high-
priced housing with 100 units for
low-incomefamilies.

The December 12 hearing de-
scended into a near-debacle when
Ryan, who chaired it, argued with
residents who appeared to voice
sentiments against the plan. One
of the residents addressing the
hearing became irked by audience
members urging others to “ Stand
up!” to protest against the plan
and Ryan’s handling of the hear-
ing. He said, intending his com-
ment for the audience, “Don’t stand
up, shut up.”

Ryan heard the “shut up” as di-
rected at him. He shouted into his
microphone, overdriving the pub-
lic address system, “Don’t tell me
to shut up or you'll be escorted out
of thisroom, sir. | am not rude to
people...” Theresident said some-
thing more, inaudiblein TheWIRE's
recordings of the meeting. Ryan
continued, “If you want to be es-
corted out of thisroom...” Thenhe
stood, shouting, “You know some-
thing? You know something? No
one... OK! Youknow what? We're
closing thiswhol e thing right now.
If you are going to act like this... |
have never told anybody inmy life
to shut up. You do not tell me to
shut up, sir...” (The transcript of
the full exchange is available on
Website NYC10044 at http://
nyc10044.com/121202.html.)

But the hearing was not shut
down. Antonek and Leitner, who
sat at Ryan's side throughout the
session, kept it going, though one
RIOC Board member, David Krat,
had already walked out in disgust
over Ryan’sbehavior.

Days later, on December 19,
Board Chair Labate conducted a
meeting of the RIOC Board, but told
Ryan not to attend. Reportedly,
bonuses were awarded in connec-
tion with the Octagon project, pre-
sumably to Antonek and L eitner for
their handling of the hearing.

Attorney Hitsman's line of in-
quiry, in hisinvestigation of Ryan
and RIOC practices, aso touched
onwhether Ryan’sjob-performance
ever appeared to be alcohol-im-
paired. Residentswho attended the
December 12 hearing have specu-
lated on the reasons for Ryan’s ar-
gumentative attitude and behavior
in a hearing where his role could
have been limited to saying, “ Thank
you. Next, please,” after each
resident’stestimony. No qualified
expert has declared that he was
“under the influence,” but had he
succeeded in shutting down the
hearing, RIOC’s ability to meet cer-

continued next page
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Ryan from page 6

tain deadlinesin the progress of the
Octagon project might have been
jeopardized.

Whether the RIOC Board passed
on the Octagon bonuses is not
known, but Kraut has expressed
dismay that there were other bo-
nuses of various kinds that the
Board did not have an opportunity
to consider.

Ryan’'s attorney says, for the
record, “I think they fired him for
his drinking problem. But he's
taken careof that.” Early inhisfour-
and-a-half-month leave, Ryanisbe-
lieved to have gone through are-
hab or drying-out program.

Costello, outraged that the RIOC
Board “acted in the dead of night”

THE NEWGLY.
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and “in secret,” allowed amember
to attend the meeting by telephone
(and perhaps vote), didn't vote in
public, and didn’t announce the
breakdown of its vote, says Ryan
“wants his good name back.” But
he was not prepared, in telephone
conversations with The WIRE, to
specify acourse of legal action for
hisclient. He says Ryan wasprom-
ised an opportunity to appear be-
forethe Board, but was never given
abill of particulars to respond to,
and when finally invited to appear,
wastold it would be* without coun-
sel.” Costello points out that the
RIOC Board would likely have
Counsel present, and sees those
arrangements as unfair to his cli-
ent. Costello and Ryan aso de-
cided against an interview with The

WIRE for thisreport.

Hitsman, who was reached in
Florida, on vacation, would not go
into detail for publication. He
said,”l can’t really comment on it
at this time. This is a personnel
matter that could lead to litigation.
We aready have anotice of claim
from Mr. [Robert] Antonek for all
hisaccrued leavetime.”

On the matter of compensation
practices at RIOC, Costello re-
peated the core of the defense he
saysRyan gaveduring aninterview
with Hitsman: All the practiceswere
either already in place when Ryan
arrived a RIOC four yearsago, were
used in other State agencies, or
they were approved by Chief Finan-
cial Officer Patrick Siconolfi. Some
testimony has suggested that
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*For Fireworks visitors (and the Island clueless): Dr. Jerome Blue, former President of the
Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation, left that job in June [1999], and was named State
Commissioner of Human Rights by Governor George Pataki. Robert Ryan replaced Blue as
RIOC President. Added note, 2003: Blue held the Human Rights job for one stormy year,
then was moved to Battery Park as Vice President for Construction.

Siconolfi, who came over from
DHCR to straighten out RIOC's ac-
counting and financial situation (at
Ryan’srequest, says Costello), may
have gotten Labate's approval for
therational e and method by which
additional compensation went to
employees without the full RIOC
Board's passing on it. One source
said, “It was clear nothing finan-
cial could be done there without
Siconolfi’s giving the go-ahead.”
Asto the practices of other State
agencies, Costello offers the ex-
ample of the Empire State Develop-
ment Corporation, where Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Charles Gargano

awarded employees aweek of an-
nual leave as a “thank you for the
essential work that you performed
in affiliation with the WTC busi-
ness recovery effort.” Gargano's
January 15, 2003, |etter to employ-
ees told them the leave could be
exchanged for cash.

Ryan’'s defense on the charges
of excessive compensation, then,
isthat he only did what other State
agency heads were doing, or that
the practices pre-dated his arrival,
or that Siconolfi approved themor,
in some cases, originated them.

The RIOC Board designated

continued next page

“Disappointed As Can Be,” Kraut Laments, Saying Rob Ryan Was
“*On His Way to Becoming the Best President We Ever Had”

What can you say about theRyan
firing?

Because thisis apersonnel mat-
ter, everything hasto remain confi-
dential. All we'reallowedtosay is
that the Board met and voted to ter-
minate hisservice.

Did you votewith themajority?

Yes.

Wereyou satisfied with what you
saw tojustify your vote?

Yes.

How muchtimedid you havewith
theHitsman [investigative] report
[on RIOC and Ryan]?

Sufficienttime, | think. Therewas
avery fat document with many ex-
hibits and appendices, but there
was also an executive summary.

Was the content of the report
mostly focused on financial mat-
ters?

| can’t comment on the content
of the report.

Inyour vote, wasalcohol —drink-
ing—afactor?

Not with me. I’ve said this be-
fore and I'll say it again. People
have seen me expressirritation with
Rob Ryan’sbehavior, for example,
as you reported at the December
[12th Octagon environmental] hear-
ing. But | personally have no evi-
dence whatsoever of a drinking
problem. I'venever drunk with him,
nor seen him takeadrink, nor have
| ever smelled acohol on hisbreath.
The fact that the man shouts at
times and is rude to the public is
another matter. |'ve shouted and
been rude at times myself.

Did thefact that heshoutsandis
rudeat timeshavetodowith your
decision on your vote?

Again, | can't comment directly
on the reasons for my vote or any
other member’s.

Areyou familiar with a“ savings
incentiveprogram” at RIOC?

Not by that name.

Areyou familiar with aprogram
in which an employee who saves
3% of his salary is given a 6%
cashreward?

No.

Do you feel this board has
enough infor mation to supervise
theRIOC staff?

In what way do you mean the
Board should supervise the RIOC
staff?

Well, for example, in terms of
compensation such asperfor mance
bonuses.

All compensation mattersarethe
responsibility of the Board. | don’t
think there's any surprise or news
to anybody that we were surprised
to find additional compensation. |
have no trouble alluding to it be-
causeRyandidsoinaninterview...
[At thispoint, Kraut referred to an
articlerunin February by The New
York Observer reporting on pos-
sible charges against Ryan, and
Ryan’'s admission that he gave bo-
nuses for World Trade Center vol-
unteer work.]

| personally was surprised to
learn that he had done thiswhen it
became public back in February.
Our [administrative] employeesare
not hourly employees. They’'re
paid annual salaries for whatever
work they’re required to do, and
they are paid fairly. If you're re-
quired to turn out for extra long
hours, that comes with your basic
salary. There'sno overtime or ex-
tracompensation. Any corporation
| know of, executivesdon’t get that.
You don't get that in government
work. Firefighters or police offic-
ers, yes. They have special condi-

tionsand soforth. AsaBoard mem-
ber, | wasn’t asked to, nor did | ever
approve any extracompensation for
those people. No one asked us.
No one cameto us, not me person-
ally, and thereforeit becameamat-
ter of compensation without the
Board's approval. All compensa-
tion matters are supposed to bein
the hands of the board.

Wasthere a good deal of com-
pensation beyond theWorld Trade
Center matter?

cessor, and accomplished more
than any President since Rosina
Abramson, and was on his way to
accomplishing even morethan that.
| remind you the only reason we
have a bank on this Island is be-
cause his staff under hisleadership
was able to get a bank here when
no bank wanted to come. Stuff like
that gets overlooked — stuff like
[Robert] Antonek negotiating free
[hybrid-powered] buses, state of
the art — like getting us out of the

No comment. [Diane] Wilson [minischools]

I’m highly disappointed withthis  condo deal, and like getting aproper
whole thing. school in the
Rob Ryan [mini]school
was at least spaces at
the second- last, after all
best presi- the false
dent RIOC starts and
ever had, and bad ideas
he was on from various
his way to predeces-
becoming — sors. [Alsol]
unqualifiedly Getting our
—the best we . finances un-
ever had. He  Resident RIOC Board member David Kraut, in ~ der Pontm',
got an In- the open portion of last week’s meeting. getting our
credible Behindhimis Mark Ponton, another resident reporting
amount of gﬁigmit;esrélfonton had no comment on the Ryan and account-
work done ing systems

for thislsland on behalf of itsresi-
dents. Hewasworking full steam
to attain my personal vision, which
| shared with him and with the Gov-
ernor, in getting this Island to a
point of financial independence, so
that we never again would have to
depend on largesse from any gov-
ernment or person or politician, so
that, however the RIOC Board was
chosen in the future, [the Board)]
would beableto operatewith afree
hand.

He aso did away with some of
the bad ideas of his direct prede-

under logical control... These are
incredible feathersinthe guy’scap
and, despite all the criticism, and
[despite] whatever enemies he may
have made along the way, there
were great deeds — with more to
come. And I'm just disappointed
as can be that he made whatever
mistakes that lost him the confi-
dence of his Board.
Asidefromthat, | likethe guy...
[Question about RIOC serving
asapolitical-reward machine]
Yes, RIOC can be considered a
patronage apparatus... Thislsland

used to be run by three peoplein a
room, and it wasn't enough to op-
erate it or develop it. Obviously,
something else was needed, so
RIOC quickly became apatronage
reward for people, just like many
other government agencies and
entities, and a lot of us looked
askance at why, all of asudden, we
needed all these people where be-
fore there had been too few. But
despitethat, RIOC isclearly one of
the more effective organizations
and, despite what you think, the
people like Siconolfi, Antonek,
Leitner, and Kopicki are a pretty
damn good team who earn their
money. They work hard for their
money and their resultsare al mea-
surable. Thisparticular bunch has
brought some number of millions
of dollarsof investment to thiscom-
munity. It’'sgoing to have positive
fall-out for residentsin themillions
over the years. They've earned
their salaries and beyond.

Generaly, you[TheWIRE] don’t
report on them asdoing agood job.
You'recritical of them all thetime.
But I'm telling you, these people
earn their income many timesover,
bringing in hundreds of millions of
dollars of investment, to the future
benefit of the residents of the Is-
land. Within acouple of yearsthe
Board of Directorsof RIOC, el ected
directly by the community or what-
ever, will befree of theneed to beg
government, of whatever party or
political stripe, for anything. We'll
pay our own way, and that's be-
cause of the work of these people.
So | wishwecould have giventhem
raises, but nobody in State govern-
ment got raises, so they couldn’'t
get any, and Ryan’s problems stem
from that.
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(Y WINE GALLER

| 145 2N° Ave. @ 60th

Just steps from the Tram
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For the sponsors of

| 1"n?h l”“ N m B "-TIT o |
. l' | ' I

Discounted Cases
Free case delivery to

Roosevelt Island
Open Late

Selection Galore!!!

212.486.2103
(T WINE GALLERY

Ryan from previous page

Siconolfi as Acting President of
RIOC on February 4, when it sus-
pended Ryan.

With regard to Ryan, one source
familiar with statements made to
Hitsman and his associates com-
mented, “Perhaps Ryan could be
faulted for not stopping practices
already in place, but he wasn’t re-
sponsible for them.” Costello,
Ryan's attorney, said, “He trusted
those under him, who gave the go-
ahead for some of the things pur-
sued in the investigation.” Ryan,
infact, fingered Siconolfi during his
two-and-a-half-hour mid-April in-
terview with Hitsman; in that ap-
pearance, Ryan had Costello at his
side. But a source familiar with
Ryan’s accusations against

This June 17 RIOC Board
resolution is the only
information RIOC or DHCR has
released about Robert H. Ryan’s
dismissal.

“\Wher eas, the Board of
Directors has determ ned
that it is in the best
interests of the Corpora-
tionto forthwith renove
and term nate the enpl oy-
ment of Robert Ryan as
Pr esi dent/ Chi ef Qperating
O ficer of the Corpora-
tion,

“Now, therefore, beit

“Resol ved by t he Board
of Directors of the
Roosevel t | sl and Oper at -
ing Corporation of the
State of New York, as
fol |l ows:

“Section 1. That Robert
Ryan i s hereby renoved as
an of ficer of the Corpo-
ration and that his em
pl oynent with the Corpo-
rationis forthwith ter-
mnated in all respects.”

Siconolfi says they amounted to
“desperation.”

Another individual familiar with
theresults of theinvestigation says
that Ryan’s transgressions cannot
be excused as momentary lapsesin
judgment or simple errors. The
word “theft” has come up

Siconolfi has not been allowed
to speak with The WIRE about
this matter. AsActing President,
he is under the close control of
Labate, who, as a Deputy Com-
missioner at DHCR, has been
given the responsibility of run-
ning the RIOC Board meetings.
These days, a DHCR Assistant
Commissioner, Sari Dickson, is
constantly at his side.

Nominally, DHCR supervises
RIOC initsrole asdeveloper and
operator of Roosevelt Island,
though its exercise of the super-
visory role has been uneven —
eventimid —in the past. Theun-
paid RIOC Board, in turn, hasleft
a significant level of detail in
RIOC management to the full-time
executives on duty at 591 Main
Street. During histime as RIOC
President, it was said that Dr.
Jerome Blue often failed to return
phone calls from RIOC Board
members and top executives at
DHCR; the assumption was that
he was under the “protection” of
the Governor. Attimes, similar as-
sumptions have been made about
Ryan.

Ryan is an appointee of Gover-
nor George Pataki, aswasBlue. Like
Blue, who was closeto Pataki’s ac-
knowledged mentor, Senator Al
D’ Amato, Ryan has a connection
to Pataki. He served in the
Governor’s first campaign for the
officein 1994. The membersof the
RIOC Board of Directors are also
appointed by the Governor, or
serveonthe Board by virtue of their
positions in State agencies, as in
the case of Labate and a represen-

(e 4%l Daavel .
Rossaralt Ielond D
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Roosevelt 1sland Youth Program
Roosevelt 1sland Housing Management Corp.
Hudson Related

For the Contributors:

Roosevelt |dand Residents Assouatlon'
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.
Roosevelt 1dand Senior Association
Roosevelt 1dand Korean Association
Rivercross / Manhattan Park

Trellis Restaur ant

And to all of our volunteers who helped
Planting / Island clean-up / Ride monitors

And all our residents who came out on that
sunny day to enjoy Roosevelt Island

l:r: [

Hoosevedt

Housing Management Corp.

s

i !|I-" -k
| . -
Silver Anniversary Members of Roosevelt Island Toastmasters and their guests ceIebrated the Island organization’s

25th year at a dinner Monday night. Front row, left to right: Hendra Halim, Sandro Casule (incoming Secretary), Doris
Chernik (continuing Vice President, Education), Arlene Stock, Naomi Silverman, Bernie Silverman, Mary Alice Borg.

i- e Filrisi .

Second row: Delia Leon De Cameo, Marlene Flom (outgoing President), Susan Cohen, Malcolm Cohen (continuing
Sergeant-at-Arms), Jill Burk (outgoing Secretary), Cheryl O’Garro, Janet Schoene (incoming President). Back row:
Martin Dinerstein, Mimmo Mununni, August Scott (incoming Vice President, Membership), Antonio P. Villa-Juan (incoming
Treasurer), Jim Luce (outgoing Vice President), Jinny Ewald, Linda Heimer.

to the State Senate for confirma-

tative of the State Budget Office.
DHCR and the RIOC Board pre-
sumably isolate the Governor from
any misdeeds of those he has re-
warded with appointments, but the
investigation into RIOC practices
and Ryan, and Ryan’sfiring, come
at a time when Democrats in the
State Assembly are mounting an
inquiry into the Governor’s use of
State Authorities and public-ben-

efit corporations (like RIOC) tore-
ward political supporterswith high-
paying jobs in State government.
Pataki’sintended appointeefor the
RIOC Presidency is Democrat
Herbert E. Berman, who wasfor 26
years a New York City Counci-
Imember from Brooklyn. Berman
has served Pataki as liaison to the
Jewish community. Berman's ap-
pointment was apparently not sent

tion before the Legislature ad-
journed for the summer last week,
but reports are that Pataki has
settled on Berman as his choicefor
the RIOC Presidency.

The RIOC Board is next sched-
uled to meet sometimein July. (At
press time, no date had been set.)
No agenda has yet been issued for
that meeting.
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SUMMER POTLUCK SERIES

Every Friday, 6-10 pm

Orphans International America is pleased to announce
our Second Annual Summer Potluck Series, hosted by
Jim Luce and Dani Sirait, to be held at the home of Jim
Luce: 540 Main Street #418 (buzzer 157)

Video Presentation at 6 pm
Hors d’oeuvres at 7 pm
Dinner Served at 8 pm

Friday, July 11 — Guyana
(raffle tickets on sale for Sat., July 26 drawing)
Video: to be announced

RSVP to jimluce@aol.com or danisirait@aol.com
or call 212/755-7285

Friday, July 18 — Indonesia (Sulawesi, Bali, Java)
Video: Indonesia — Java - Bali; 2000

Friday, July 25 — Haiti
Video: A Painted Haiti; 1997

Friday, Aug. 1—- Philippines
Video: Philippines; 1996

Friday, Aug. 8 — Africa (South Africa, Togo)
Video: A Journey to West Africa; 1995

Friday, Aug. 15 —Guatemala
Video: Easter in Guatemala; 1994

Friday, Aug. 22 — China & East Timor
Video: to be announced

Please bring an appetizer, main dish, salad, or dessert of any
cuisine, or a bottle of juice or wine; espresso will be served.

CONTRIBUTIONS WELCOME
PLEASE CONSIDER SPONSORING A CHILD ($600/YR.),
OR BUILDING A SMALL HOME ($7,500).

"Haircuts for Boys and Girls"

Open 7 Days a Week, 10:30AM to 5:30PM

1024 Third Avenue {Between 60th & 61st Streets), New York, NY 10021
Tel: (212) 230-1300

Childrens Haircuts, Toys, Gifts, Accessories and Gift Certificates.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating e Wallpapering
Expert carpentry e Kitchen & bathroom renovation e Tile work
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

[ndependent and accredited
by Middle Srates

Garden School

Founded 1n 1923 Small classes
33-16 79th Street Nursery Program from dge 2
College preparatory & co-cd

Jackson Heights, NY 11372
718-335-6363

Intensive college counseling

Family conferences

Renovated gymnasium

Wew playground

Computer and science labs,

dance studio and arts center

»  Most faculty with advanced
deprees

» Affordable tuition

*  Flexible payment plans

¢ English Language Academy

Summer Program
apes 18 months to 16 vears

June 3 - August 22

" At Garden School, we

will know your child, and

we will teach your child, For
80 years, learning has been
our first priority, and we have
educated generations of

F.A.S.T. Program

for Fine Arts, Academics, Sports

d Th Arts
children in a safe, nurturing ot ﬂ
environment.” i 3
Richard Marotta, Ph.D. Camp Science Institute
Headmaster

Join students from Jackson Heights, Forest Hills, Kew Gardens, Jamaiza Estates,
Roosevely Island, Brooklvw, Long Island and Manhattan. Plaase call for an

application .




10 « The Main Street WIRE, Sat., June 28, 2003

Scenes from the Island’s Family Alboum: Roosevelt Island Day...
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...A Concert or Two ... and the Installation of Fr. Peter Miqueli...

Charlie Thomas and

The Drifters capped
Roosevelt Island Day with a
concert at PS/IS 217. Their
rock & roll favorites had
Islanders on their feet and
dancing.

RIOC had crews out replacing light bulbs two Mondays
back, coincidentally two days after a WIRE editorial
cartoon teased the Corporation about non-working
lamps on the path to the subway station.

The Chapel of the Good Shepherd was full on Father’s
Day as Fr. Peter Miqueli was installed as Pastor of
Cabrini Parish. His parents were on hand for a
celebratory dinner at Manhattan Park Theater Club.

Resident
Tex Allen
brought his
Sextet to the
Island for a
jazz concert at
the Chapel on
Sunday,

June 22.

At PS/IS 217, The Living Library
created a new garden on
Roosevelt Island Day
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Spring Tennis Wraps The New York Junior Tennis
League Spring season finished with a carnival and
awards presentation for over 100 participants on
Thursday, June 26th. Pictured in the boys and girls
categories, along with their coaches, are Nachiketa
Goyal, MVP; Sean Ticona, Best Sportsmanship; Bilal
Hussain, Most Improved (not pictured); Nikita Goyal,
MVP; Ashley Yauvoli, Most Improved; and Franchesca
Fanchin, Best Sportsmanship. The Summer NYJTL
program begins July 7. Summer hours are 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. at the Octagon Park courts, Monday through
Friday. The NYJTL program is made possible by City
Council Speaker Gifford Miller and the Roosevelt Island
Operating Corporation

Stabi”zation from page 1

crats, Silver could use changesin rent-stabilization laws as a
bargaining chip.

But thereisno telling whether the Mitchell-Lamaprovision
would go back on the table.

Bruno isnot planning on reconvening the Senate until Sep-
tember, and that may be only to confirm gubernatorial ap-
pointments and approve hills that have already passed the
Assembly.

“Clearly it's an issue we would want to revisit,” Charles
“Skip” Carrier, aspokesman for Silver, D-Manhattan, said of
rent stabilization. “It's designed to provide middle-income
folks an opportunity to find affordable housing in the City
and remain apart of the community.”

Carrier noted the Assembly had passed separate legisla-
tion in recent years to put post-1973 buildings exiting the
Mitchell-Lamaprogram under rent stabilization. But thisyear,
the issue was wrapped into the larger rent-control debate.

Will the Assembly again push the Mitchell-Lamaissuein-
dependent of rent control ?

“It's something we' d obviously be interested in,” Carrier
said.

McKee said the issue’s failure was a big disappointment.

“Wethought that the Mitchell-Lama piece would be politi-
cally easier for the Republicansto swallow, becauseit doesn’t
affect the landlords who give money to the Republicans, by
and large,” he said. “ To do things like repealing vacancy de-
control or rent stabilizationisbasically adap inthefaceto the
landlordswho' ve given Republicans and the State Conserva-
tive Party $4 millioninthelast four years.”

Pataki has said the rent stabilization law passed in 1997
worked well to protect tenants and balance interests during
the six yearsit wasin effect and he saw no need to changeit.

But Island tenants are worrying.

“The fact they didn’t do that (the Mitchell-Lama change)
really puts us into a rough spot,” said Helstein. “How's it
going to see the light of day? I'm not terribly hopeful they
(the State L egislature) are going to do anything.”

Opher Pail, the elected chair of the Westview Task Force,
said tenants can’'t count on the Legislature.

“We feel we should take our destiny into our own hands,
and we're doing that as we speak,” he said.

Pail said 85 percent of Westview tenants want to buy their
apartments, especially in theface of acurrent rent-determina-
tion process.

He said tenants have hired a law firm to represent their
interests and have begun a“major fund-raising effort to cover
legal and engineering fees,” among other things.

Pail said the effort involves* going floor to floor every night.

“What happened with the L egislature emphasizes more that
this is the only way to go now,” he said. “We have to do it
ourselves. We need professionals.” He added that Westview
tenants pay the highest rents of any residents in the State
under the Mitchell-Lama program—$1,500 for atwo-bedroom
apartment.

The Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation may have the
ultimate say in rent changes and in the sale of the two build-
ings by virtue of its control over the ground leases.

Charles Lucido, part-owner of both Westview and Island
House, could not be reached for comment before The WIRE's
Thursday-night deadline.

Keep up on Island
news during

The WIRE’'s summer
hiatus. Subscribe to
e-mail bulletins.
Send an “Add Me” to
nycl0044@rcn.com.

| e\’ e\t Live Piano

Ride the Tram home free after dining at Favia
Minimum purchase of $15

Limit one per person
Subject to proof of valid residency

“Best Pizza in NY, as good as John &
Tony’s, but even better since it’s light.”
-NY Daily News

: ROOSEVELTISUAND r &
3 t Olled Seaf()oaked

Italian Grill

60th Street & 2nd Avenue

“GO TO FAVIA! and experience the enthusiastic service & large portions
that taste as good, if not better, than its heavy counterparts.”
-New York Times




ISLAND
NEWSSTAND

563 MAIN STREET
Phone & Fax: 1-212-688-7928

* Greeting cards * Gifts ¢ Gift Wrap *
* Picture Frames ¢ Photo Albums e

» Office & School Supplies *

* Newspapers ¢ Magazinese
e Lotto ¢ Phone Cards ¢ Soda * Candy e
» Cigarettes » Cigars * and much more e

* Copy & Fax Services®
* ATM Machine e

Mon.-Sat. 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

We accept all major credit cards
(some restrictions apply)

40% Off Selected
Greeting Cards - Large
Selection

The Main Street WIRE, Sat., June 28, 2003+ 13

THE . *
CABRINI
A% THRIFT
it SHOP

A
VLN M, (212)486-8958

", Independence Day Blast
All New Merchandise
at Inaedible Bargain Prices
Get your summer clothes, shoes,
accessories and a lot more for a lot less!

o % Special Store Hours * A
- Friday, July 4,2003 *
0:00 AM to 8:30 PM

- - -
Tl % - ** *
2. Regufar Store Hours % %

Monday-Saturday 12 Noon-7:30 PM
and until 9:00 PM on Thursday Evening

Celebrate Roosevelt Island!

This limited edition set of color postcards is currently available
only through The Main Street WIRE.
(Proceeds benefit The WIRE.)

Sold only in sets: $8 per set of 20 cards (10 of each), or
$7.50/set for 2 sets or more.

To order, complete form and mail with check or money order
payable to The WIRE.
Send to:

The Main Street WIRE

531 Main Street #413

RoooseveltIsland, NYC NY 10044.

(Orders, addressed to The WIRE, may also be dropped off at the
doorstation at Rivercross, 531 Main Street.)

Questions? Call (212) 826-9055, but sorry, no telephone or
credit card orders.

No shipping charge on Roosevelt Island. For buildings with con-
cierge or doorkeeper, your order will be delivered or ready for pick-up
within three days after we receive it. For pick-up orders, provide a
phone number with an answering machine and/or e-mail address,
and we’ll notify you when your order is ready for pick-up.

r—-————— 1
: How many sets? 123456789 10 :
| $8 for one set, $7.50 per set for two sets or more. |
| For off-Island address, please add shipping charge (see below). |
eck or money order enclosed:
| Check d losed: $ |
: Name: :
ress & apt:
Address & apt
| City/ST/zip: |
: Phones - Day: Evening/weekend: :
| E-mail address: [
I Off-Island shipping: |
| One set, $2; two sets, $3; free for three sets or more. |
L 4

The Main Street WIRE

presents a limited edition of two Roosevelt Island postcards
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Cards are
inrich color

on heavy stock,
4.25x6 inches
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Fourth of July Business Caro

Supporters

djbauer@rcn.com

DAVID J. BAUER

531 Main Street #728
New York, New York 10044-0110

(212) 593-7259
Fax (212) 759-6660

Diana GBrl
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST
CERTIFIED REFLEXOLOGIST A.R.C.B.

212-759-9042

B'NAI B'RIiTH METRO NORTH REGION
CENTER FOR JEWISH IDENTITY
P. 0. Box 111, New York, NY 10044-0202

Bernie Silverman, Chairperson

Email: BernieSil@aol.com —- Phone: 212/ 6884722 - Fax: 212/ 486-7644

Chernik & Associates

Doris A. Chernik PhD
531 Main St., Suite 1013
New York, NY 10044

Telephone (212) 751-9577
Fax (212) 207-4720

WHO HAS TIME TO CLEAN 7

THE BEST HOME SERVICES LTD. !
WE CLEAN THE CORNERS OTHERS CUT

MARY E CAVANALNGH e e B
PRESIENT FAX 213 888-2764
BA1 MAIN ST, SLATE 1619 NY NY 00w

MARK S. CHIPMAN

Bookkeeping Services
QuickBooks Certified

212.935.2986
Mchipny@aol.com

30 River Road #35D
Roosevelt Island NY 10044

PO Bax 673
Ganevy WY 14488

Frecs., Igland Housa Inc, &
Waabdew Houses, Ing,

CHARLES A. LUCIDO, ESQ.

H5-vaE-2081 Fax - Fa1-2814

ngton

ARNIN CENTER’

Dawn Helene
Managing Director

1556 Third Ave., #209, New York, NY 10128
Tel: (212) 534-3200 Fax: (212) 534-8638
Email: hlenyc@aol.com

FOOEEVELT ELAMD FTLIDE

MATTHEW M. KATZ
PRESIDENT & CED -]

H25 MAIN STREET., B743
ROOSEVELT ISLAND, NY 10044

Viorce: (212) 8357534
Fax: (212 7537539

EMAIL MATTHEWKATZEICH 0N

Early Children's Books and Related Juvenilia,

Manuscripts and Original Drawings

COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT & APPRAISALS

Geoffrey D. Kerr
Waterside Group

Financial Consulting

40 Waterside Plaza, C203
New York, NY 10010

212 684-5296
Fax 779-2956

Tel. (212) 683-3393
Fax (212) 683-3412

A very special place . . .

The Child School

317 East 33rd Street Maari de Souza

LEwis PERKISS
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

531 MAIN STREET

TEL: (212) 751-7106 NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10044

Stephen J. Doyle
President
P.O. Box 23254
Glade Park. CO 81523
970-256-1194
917-363-3719 (Mobile)

2 Park Avenue, 29th FL
New York, NY 10016
646-840-1300

www.doyletradingconsultants.com
btubaron@aol.com

SuzanneWolf

Direct: 718.923.8095
Fax: 212.230.8082

Cdll: 917.309.0326

email: sew@corcoran.com

thecorcorangroup brooklyn
WWW.COrcoran.com

Kitforino Tets Grimn, MD.

GENERAL PEDIATRIC & ADOLESCENT MEDICINE
ALLERGY

5C1 MAIN STREET
ROOSEVELT ISLAND, N. Y.
10044

TEL. (212) 753-5505
FAX (212) 753-5507

New York, N.Y. 10016 Director
Raymond M.Wapner
ﬂ( Trading Grief Recovery
~ Consultants, LLC Outreach Program

Ronnye T. Halpern, CSW, BCD
CEAF, Cartified Grief Recovery Spocialist

19 Wasi 34th Street

Penthouse

NY, NY 10001

Group, Individual, Consultation, Workshops
212-047-T111x158

RonnyeHEes. cam

Website: Grief-Recovery.com

“Family Dentistry”
“Cosmetic Dentistry”
“Sports Dentistry”

LAWRENCE M. ITSKOWITCH,
D.D.S., PC.

Office Hours

Mon. & Fri. 9 AM - 6 PM
Tues. & Wed. 12 PM - 9 PM
Thurs. 3 PM - 8 PM

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, NY 10044
212-752-8722

Cheryl L. Deknatel

Financial Adyisor

885 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10022

toll free 800 827 1512
tel 212 893 7585
fax 212 705 4592

Morgan Stanley

cheryl.deknatel@morganstanley.com

Roosevelt Idand Toastmasters

Club 4121 — District 46 — 1978-2003

Learn to Speak in Public without Fear
Meets 2™ and 4" Monday at 8pm

President Janet Schoene
575 Main St., #701, NY 10044, (212) 935-1254

MAIN
STREET
THEATRE

Drama, Dance, and
Fitness classes for
children and adults.
Call 212-371-4449

’
LS DANCE
ALLIANCE

Supporters: Senator Olga Mendez « In Kyu Park « Lillian Rodriguez « Edgar Rodriguez

Thank you to all The WIRE’s helpers and supporters




The Main Street WIRE, Sat., June 28, 2003 « 15

OLYMPIC

LUXURY CAR SERVICE, INC.

1 '71 8'626'8000 Special discounts are included

in these low airport fares:
1-718-728-3030 PO

Serving Roosevelt Island for Over Ten Years LGA $ 12
Newark $55

e Door-to-door service ® @ Call Olympic about your return trip @

from the airport: 1-718-626-8000

* Long distance and local calls ¢ Discount on all other fares:

* Service to all area airports ¢ $1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

When it real |y counts, Clip & Save this Guest Coupon
count on Olympic!

Announcing...

Saturday Hours

That's right. We've been listening to what the Roosevelt Island community has to

say about its needs in financial services, so we're adding Saturday morning hours

while keeping the rest of our schedule intact. Now, the Better Way to Bank isn’t a
bank at all. It's your neighborhood Credit Union.

r—— Montauk Hours ——-
Monday-Wednesday & Friday
Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs
Thursday

| |
| |
: :
i Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m. i MO n tau k Cred |t U n | O n
| |
| |

Free checking « Competitive interest on savings accounts
Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Doorsopen until 7:30
MCU — Your Financial Neighbor

Saturday
559 Main Street ¢« Phone 1-212-643-3900 Fax 1-212-588-1123

Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
ATM 24/7 « NYCE affiliate
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

We will feed and lovingly care for : : B - H :
your cat while you are away. We will || 1 e eaven I
make sure your pet is safe and I Repcirs ¢ Rentals ¢ Accessories |
happy in his or her own home. Will o nd
also help with mail, plants, etc. : : 1\34_41;.8105 ?g_éb;f;v..‘lMé /ZVi)s a :
1E)g‘:|e2"7e;1t r8e2f1e4ll‘ences' Callus at | | 1-212-230-1919 e-mail mybikeheaven@yahoo.com |
' | 1 10% off any single purchase of accessories with this coupon |
-
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While the Island’s Icon Was Out of Service for Two Weeks...

TI’ am from page 1

with the frequency of the Island’s commuter system, the
company said.

AsLarry Wollum, an engineer with Doppelmayr-CTEC's
office in Watertown, N.Y., told The WIRE this week, the
Tram’s “duty cycle” is one of the highest in the world.

RIOC accepted Doppelmayr’s agenda this spring and put
$1.1 million in its capital-management plan for 2003-04 to
replace both Tram cabins, at an estimated cost of $500,000
each, plus $100,000 for carriage repairs. This expenditure
was one of the magjor changes in the RIOC budget between
thetimethat Siconolfi presented the spending planin March
and its adoption on May 13. RIOC originally planned to
spend $500,000 for one cabin in this fiscal year, but evi-
dently bowed to board members' concerns about the amount
of time needed to install each new cabin. In an appearance
before the board in March, Wollum estimated the replace-
ment time at two weeks. Several board members suggested
that doing both cabins at once would reduce the downtime
of the Tram.

The ongoing testing associated with this project appears
to have touched off the latest shutdown. Last year, RIOC
hired Kimley-Horn and Associates, an engineering and plan-
ning firm with connectionsto the Colorado skiing industry,
asits Tram consultant. Kimley-Horn providesaservicefor
RIOC that issimilar to that of AMEC, the multinational com-
pany that is overseeing the construction of Southtown and
a new private-school construction project. These compa-
nies furnish RIOC with professional oversight. Andinthe
case of the Tram, Siconolfi told the board, something didn’t
click.

“The independent engineer expressed concerns that the
data did not adequately answer the question as to whether
the Tramissafeor not,” Siconolfi said at aboard meeting on
June17.“And, infact, he went on to suggest that additional
testing was necessary before one could say conclusively
that the Tram was safe. So we have instructed Doppel mayr
to conduct the additional testing.”

But what, exactly, was going on?

Gregg Paravati, alongtime Tram empl oyee who resumed
theWest Channel crossing at 6:00 a.m. on Thursday, said he
had been somewhat surprised at the shutdown, because
safety considerations are so ingrained in the daily opera-
tions of the system.

Paravati, aunion steward, said that he was glad that RIOC
was committed to safety, but he pointed out that the Tram
crew aready performed 42 “PMs’ or preventive maintenance
checks, at various intervals. The cables, main pins, and
cabin structural poles, he said, are continually monitored.

In any case, theworkerswere not penalized, asthey were
during thelong shutdown of 2001-02, which was also caused
by an engineering question (concerning the integrity of the
haul rope at varying wraps around the drum that connects

=y

the carriageto the haul rope). Paravati said the crew was not
laid off thistime asthey were the last time around, but was
kept at work, doing repairs and maintenance on the Tram-
way.
He did note, though, that the new rounds of testing had
produced some unusual sights. The technicians, at one
point, he said, inserted a tube into the hanger arm to photo-
graph the interior to check on welds and other features,
“just like a colonoscopy.”

Siconolfi told The WIRE that the raw data developed by
the Doppelmayr contractors was quite technical and called
it “well beyond my understanding.” Kimley-Horn had rec-
ommended two additional tests after the origina submis-
sion, hesaid, and theresultswere delivered to RIOC Wednes-
day morning. After reviewing the new data, the consulting
engineer gave a go-ahead, and Siconolfi was on the phone
by 4:15 p.m. to tell Paravati and the other Tram employees
that they were back in business as of 6:00 a.m. Thursday.

Wollum, the Doppelmayr-CTEC engineering representa-
tive, said that the two main tests in the initial round were
finite-element and strain-gauge testing. In an appearance
before the RIOC board in March, Wollum had mentioned
that aluminum, the metal used in the Tram’s cabin and car-
riage, was more difficult to evaluate than steel.

Meanwhile, Trying to Get Useful Information Is a Bit

Like Pulling a Tram Across the River —With Your Teeth

by Robert Laux-Bachand

Weaknessesin the publicinformation
practices of the Roosevelt | sland Oper-
ating Corporation were exposed in the
latest Tram shutdown, according to
Patrick Stewart, a resident member of
the RIOC Board.

At the Board’s June 17 meeting,
Stewart praised Patrick Siconolfi,
RIOC’sActing President, for handling
the situation “exactly right” in decid-
ing to closethe Tramway pending more
safety tests.

However, Stewart criticized RIOC's
handling of notices of the shutdown.

“The communication of itsbeing shut
down was abysmal,” Stewart said.
“Now, we've al talked about this on
many an occasion, not keeping theresi-
dentsin the community informed, and |
again have heard of crowds of people
being at the Tram and being told that it
isnot running, expecting to go towork;
crowds of peopleat the Tram then went
back to the subway station, being told
that the subway wasn’t running. And
this is news to everybody.

“So | implore you that, especially in
issueslikethiswhereit affectsthe day-
to-day lives of the people here who
need to get to work, need to get to
doctor’s appointments, and so on, that
they can reasonably expect to be told
what, why, where, and when.”

No notices were posted on June 13
that the Tram was shut down, and no
RIOC notices were posted on the
Island’skiosksor in other public places
on June 14, that might have informed
Islanders of the situation. Residents
who ventured down to the Tram en-

trance on Saturday were greeted by a
ropebarrier with adangling Tram model
informing them that the cable car was
out of service.

Although The WIRE posted Internet
notices and kiosk statements announc-
ing that “The Tram |Is Down: Here's
Why,” RIOC'sofficial bus schedulere-
visionsdid not appear until the follow-
ing week. (Itisworth noting, however,
that residents, once they found out,
were quite appreciative of the 25-cent
fareto and from Manhattan, which was
aSiconolfi decision.)

Siconolfi told Stewart at the meeting
that “if we can do better on that, we
will.” Healso noted that RIOC had put
out aquick press release to The WIRE
and had updated its Web site.

As the shutdown moved toward its
conclusion this week, RIOC appeared
to improve its public relations. Late
Wednesday, copies of a notice an-
nouncing the Thursday resumption of
Tram service were stacked on the dash-
board of a Red Bus, athough the no-
tices were not yet posted on kiosks or
within the bus itself. Eventually, the
notices were posted.

Theword seemedto get out, if only as
a tacit acknowledgment that the Pataki
administration, which controlsRoosevelt
Island, prefers private-enterprise solu-
tions, andiswillingtolet thechipsfall as
they may in alowing The WIRE, in this
instance, to handle its notices.

But no detailed information hasbeen
made available about the shutdown it-
self, and RIOC appearsto have decided
that no one needsto know, in detail, its
reasonsfor closing the Tram. Siconolfi

refused to provide The WIRE with any
of the relevant engineering data or
memos related to the shutdown.

Here is, in toto, the statement by
Patrick Siconolfi onresumption of Tram
service, as provided by John Melia,
RIOC'svicepresident for public affairs:

“ After additional testing to the hanger
arms of the Tram, our independent engi-
neer, and the Tram operator, have con-
curredthat the Tram issafefor operation.
TheTramwill resumeserviceat 6:00am.
on Thursday, June 26, 2003.”

Sari Halper Dickson, Siconolfi’s as-
sistant, who is an Assistant Commis-
sioner of the State Division of Housing
and Community Renewal, wasasked on
Thursday whether it would not be ap-
propriate to explain the so-called “am-
biguity” behind the Tram test results.
What, exactly, was the issue or ambi-
guity in these tests that had led
Siconolfi to closethe Tramway? Would
it not be a reasonable premise to con-
clude that a factual matter relating to
one's choice of suspending oneself 250
feet above the water might be of some
concern?

Dickson, a Stuyvesant High grad,
said she couldn’t comment one way or
another on the validity of this
“premise.”

When she finally got back to The
WIRE late Thursday afternoon, shere-
cited adeclaration from aKimley-Horn
engineering official saying it was OK to
ride the Tram again. But she furnished
no data, no explanation, no access, no
test results and no insight into the real
reasons, whatever they might be, be-
hind the Tram’s 13-day shutdown.

Thefinite element test, he said, is“not 100 percent, but it
indicateswhereafailure may occur.” Itisan examination of
the components of the system. “A chainisonly as strong
astheweakest link,” he said, and the test |ooksfor points of
stress and fatigue, such as cracks and weak welds.

Strain gauge testing, he said, is used to confirm assump-
tions, and is more of a process evaluation. Instruments are
deployed to measure the stress and | oading at various points
as the system is being operated under different loads.

Siconolfi told the board on June 17 that “ not only isthere
the question of whether or not the results are clear-cut, but
also the question of whether or not the two sets of results
say the same thing.”

On several occasions, Siconolfi has quoted Red Blomer,
the head of Doppelmayr’s operations here, as saying that
thereisno “redundancy,” or safety net, inthe Tramway. “A
failurewill produce acatastrophic result,” Siconolfi told The
WIRE thisweek, inlanguage nearly identical to hiswarning
to the RIOC board on June 17, when he stated that “what we
need is something better than ambiguous test results.”

Siconolfi’'s warning may seem obviousto anyonewho is
suspended 250 feet above afast-moving, 35-foot-deep navi-
gation channel, but Wollum, a typically laid-back profes-
sional, was not afraid to offer aword of qualification.

“There is certainly no redundancy in some parts of the
system such as pieces of the tower,” he said, but he indi-
cated that the same cannot be said of the cabin connections
or the cabinitself.

He further noted that the type of testing being done on
the Tram is quite common in the industry and is continu-
ously being performed, even on two-person chair lifts.

Wollum was presented with a carefully-couched safety
question, but he cut it off:

“Would| rideit? Sure,” he said, although he noted that he
does not get down to New York City very often.

The RIOC Board passed aresolution on May 13 authoriz-
ing its staff to negotiate with Doppelmayr “for replacement
of aerial Tramway cabins’ and hanger arms.

At the same meeting, Blomer gave a presentation saying
that “the cabins are due to be replaced after 28 years of
service, but that the Tramisat present, safe,” RIOC reported
initsminutes of themeeting. “Mr. Blomer stated, however,
that the Tram would not last forever and that it wastimeto
upgrade the system.”

Thisassertion did not sit well with everyonein attendance.

Rabert Liss, an Island resident and a structural engineer
who spoke up at the meeting, asked thisweek, “If it was safe
amonth ago, why not now?”’

Liss said RIOC should have engaged an independent en-
gineer to conduct the testing, not just to evaluate the tests
performed on behal f of Doppel mayr. He questioned whether
there have ever been any tram failuresin comparable circum-
stances.

He asserted that the “ultimate design capability” of the
cabin should be three times its stated load of 125 persons,
and recommended that an outside consultant should be re-
tained for a stress strain test or radiographic X-rays.

Liss' formulation isthat one should “follow the dots, fol-
low the money,” and he questioned whether Doppelmayr
was simply trying to add to its business. He said that he
could understand the idea of replacing the old cabins for
aesthetic reasons, but not on the basis of safety, and he
expressed concern that the added costs would simply show
upinlslanders rents.
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...A Coincidental Historical Society Project Enticed Dozens of
Islanders to Coax It Back to Life by Decorating Paper Models...

Maybe It Was Just Fun — or Maybe Voodoo Has a Future!

Photos by Vicki Feinmel and

Website NYC10044 http://nyc10044.com,
where you’ll shortly be able to see all this
and more in glorious color

| I.ll':.. e — ) " ll.'-

{ 11

() 1 1 1
iy LE |

==

o ____._; 4
CENOGEVE LT Bl gD "

It's not just fun, it’'s a contest!
Judging is to be scheduled next
week. The folding paperbox
Trams were made available by
Colgate-Palmolive and its carton
supplier, Rock-Tenn Corporation.
Decorated Trams will remain on
display through the end of July in
the Rivercross display window.
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SPORTS

Winning pitcher Jenna Stueber of the Red team scores a strike on a Green team hitter during the first
inning of last Saturday’s match at Capobianco Field.

Classified

50¢/word » 1-212-751-8214

Deadline for July 26 issue: July 21

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue, New
York, NY. 1-212-754-9117.

COMPUTER problems/consultations 1-917-916-5306.

MUSIC TEACHER WANTED for pre-school-age children. 1-2 mornings per week.
Call 1-212-832-7499.

AMERICAN APPLIANCE SERVICE - Installations and Repairs on refrigeration, central
air, A/Cs, washers, dryers, dishwashers, stoves. Insured, licensed, both commercial
and residential. $16.00 off on repairs. 1-718-352-4600, 1-516-352-4600.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 1-212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

DAISY DOODLE - Magic Shows, Dance Parties, Disney, Toddlers, Princess, Pirate,
Barbie, Harry Potter, balloons, facepainting, crafts, holiday shows. 1-212-501-4828. .

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident Diana
Brill. Gift certificates available. 1-212-759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 1-212-935-7510. Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

TUPPERWARE on ROOSEVELT ISLAND! —Book fun summer parties now. Gather
your friends together for a party at your home and receive great summertime hostess
gifts. Call your friendly neighborhood consultant Gina Enock at 1-212-758-8408.

PIANO TUNING - $75. Prompt.
1-212-505-3173.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE — Dolores Green. 1-212-223-4077.

TUTOR NEEDED — Experienced elementary teacher needed to assist with reading
and writing. Call Gina 1-212-758-8408.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR — Excellent Island references, fully insured.
Free estimate. 1-212-751-8214.

NOTARY PUBLIC — 1-212-935-7534.

GREAT CARS, Great Prices, Great Financing! All makes & models. Call Lyle at
1-646-523-9033.

CAT-SITTER — VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water your
plants, pick up your mail, etc. 1-212-751-8214.

APARTMENT SUBLET AVAILABLE — Union Square area, very large, sunny, L-shaped
studio available for a year, give or take a month or two, starting December. $2,000/
month. Fully-furnished (queen-size bed plus two couches, TV, VCR), full service,
24-hour doorkeeper. Contact owner at ffandco@aol.com by e-mail.

RIVERCROSS SUBLET WANTED — Responsible and involved Island couple seeks
a sublet in Rivercross, preferably two-bedroom or larger, starting anytime before
November 1. Call Bob or Lynda at 1-212-308-2891.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR — Excellent Island references, fully insured.
Free estimate. 1-212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS — Color Views of Tram and Lighthouse Park;
sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check payable to The WIRE to 531
Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail address (if available). Questions:
1-212-826-9055. Sorry, no phone or credit card orders.

Formerly with Steinway. Ben Treuhaft.

by Seth Kaufman

WIRE

Baseball: TheRoosevelt Island Youth Program’sLittle L eague season cameto acloseon
Monday, June 16, with the completion of the Minor L eague champi onship game, which was
postponed from Saturday, June 14, because of rain. The championship game in the Major
L eague was completed on Saturday, June 14.

Minors: Beforethe championship game could be started, the semifinals of the playoffs
had to be completed. In the first game of a planned doubleheader on Saturday, June 14,
Silver defeated Red 5-2 to advance to the championship game against Green, which had
already won its semifinal game. Silver took thelead in the bottom of the first inning when
Diana Follaand Eno Brodman hit back-to-back doubles with two outs. Neither team was
able to generate much offense until the fourth inning, when Ryan ChonoDeAbreu of the
Red team led off with adoubleand, with two outs, Parker Ellisdrove himintotiethe score
at one apiece. However, Silver broke the game open in the fifth inning when, with one out,
Chris Schrum, Asher Russem, and Baba Kane singled to load the bases. DianaFolladrove
in onerun with the fourth straight single of the inning, but the big blow in theinning came
when Eno Brodman, batting after Diana, cleared the baseswith agrand slam homerun. Red
was able to score one run in the top of the sixth on Justus Burgos' home run, but Red’s
comeback attempt fell short.

The championship gamein the Minor L eague matched first-place Green against second-
place Silver, and the teamswere evenly matched asthe game went five extrainnings before
Green prevailed 3-2in 11 innings. The game started on Saturday, June 14, but had to be
stopped after three innings due to rain, and was completed on Monday, June 16. Green
jumped out ahead 2-0 in the first inning with a two-out rally. Jacob Kelman and Andrew
Feeley hit back-to-back singles, and Eric Michels drove in both runs with atriple. Silver
threatened in the second inning when Eno Brodman led off with a double, but he was
stranded at third. Silver did break through, however, in the fifth when Derek Hughes hit a
two-out double, and Kiah Lawrence drove him in with another double, cutting Green’slead
to2-1. Inthetop of the sixth inning, Silver made the most of itslast at bat when BabaKane
hit aone-out triple and scored on DianaFolla’'s RBI groundout. Green almost won the game
in the bottom of the sixth as Jacob Kelman and Andrew Feeley hit back-to-back singlesto
lead off the inning, but they never advanced. In the ninth inning, Silver threatened when
they loaded the bases with one out on singles by Eno Brodman, Chris Schrum, and Derek
Hughes, but Silver could not push arun across. Green finally won the game in the 11th
inning when Andrew Feeley and Eric Michelsled off theinning with hits, putting runnerson
second and third with no one out. The next two batters struck out, but just when it looked
as though the game would go to another inning, Michael Mungal came through in the
clutch with awalk-off single up the middle. Congratulationsto the members of the Green
team: Austin Charles, Rahul Dhodapkar, Thomas Diamond, Alexander Dow, Andrew Feeley,
Adam Glenn, Lukalvicevic, Donte Jones, Jacob Kelman, Eric Michels, and Michael Mungal
—and their coaches, Mark Diamond and Andy Kelman.

Majors: Inthe Major League championship game, first-place Red completed an unde-
feated season by defeating second-place Green 5-4. Green took the lead in the top of the
first inning when Alex Beola and Eyosyus Tadesse reached base on errorswith one out and
Sean Suarez hit atwo-out doubleto drivethemin. Inthe bottom of the second, Red scored
threerunstotakethelead. David Dinkinswas hit by apitch to lead off theinning, and Alex
Pinks and Kevin Breslin walked. With two outs, Philip Santos hit a base-clearing triple.
Green, however, came right back in the top of thethird, scoring two runs on Sean Suarez’s
RBI tripleand Maurice Dickerson’s RBI double. Green'slead lasted only until the bottom of
the third as Red tied the score when Kenny Pizarro tripled home Neal Stueber, who had
walked. The game remained tied until the sixth inning. In the top of the sixth, Maurice
Dickerson singled and Shawn Leewalked for Green. With two outs, Anass Dorani hit ashot
to left field that |ooked to be extrabases; however, Alex Schrum of Red madethe defensive
play of the game by running down thefly ball to end theinning. In the bottom of the sixth,
Alex Pinksled off theinning with awalk and stole second base. Then, with oneout, Alfredo
Figueroasingled to center to score Alex and give Red the championship. Eyosyus Tadesse
pitched thefirst fiveinningsfor Green, while Jenna Stueber pitched acomplete gamefor Red
and earned thewin. Congratulations to the members of the Red team: Kevin Breslin, Jack
Conery, David Dinkins, Alfredo Figueroa, Daniel Folla, Alex Pinks, Kenny Pizarro, Dylan
Ramirez, Jake Russem, Philip Santos, Alex Schrum, Jenna Stueber, and Neal Stueber —and
their coaches, Patti Stueber and Glen Pinks.
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Red team coach Patti Stueber talks strategy with Kenny Pizarro during the first inning of last Saturday’s
match between Red and Green.
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Same-Day Service

Professional Wash, Dry, & Fold
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1-718-937-8796
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Free Delivélry to Roosevelt Island
Gift wrapping available

" Allmajor credit cards accepted

Your Apartment is Fire Resistant

But
Your valuables are subject to

theft & fire, smoke & water damage

You may get sued if someone i1s hurt in your apartment.

Apartment Insurance
For Less Than

$1 Dollar Per Day

Call: 212 644-8231

,3&'1,

Accountable Financial Management Corp,
599 Main Street Roosevelt Island

Jack Resnick, M.D.

Board-Certified
SpecidistinAdult Medicine
(Internal Medicine)

Health Plans
Accepted
32-BJ
AetnalUSHed thcare
EmpireBlueCross
CIGNA
HIP
Oxford

1-212-
832-2310

Medicare

Now accepting
Oxford Medicare

501 Main Street
Roosevelt ISand, N.Y. 10044

Letters from page 2

streets, 12 had paid for parking, 12 werework-
ing commercial vehicles, 24 carried someform
of handicapped identification, 6 carried
Firefighter’s 1D, 2 had RIOC-issued passes
permitting street parking, valid for oneyear,
44 simply had not paid, and 19 had various
suggestions asto why the regul ations should
not apply to them (e.g., PBA stickers, local
merchants, building employees). No park-
ing ticketswere evident, the only ticket seen
on a windshield having been issued for an
expired inspection sticker. It was very wet
and 2 daysold. Of thevehicles, 43 werestill
parked at the time of the afternoon survey.

Several thingswere clear to me:

1 Main Street north of Manhattan Park
is being used for free on-street parking by
firefighters, RIOC employees, and probably
AVAC employees. The afternoon survey
took place after the day shift had ended, and
most of the vehiclesparked therein the morn-
ing had gone and were replaced with a new
batch of free parkers.

2 River Road isbeing regularly used for
all day and 24-hour parking. A follow-up
visit at 8:00 p.m. on Monday, June 23, found
10 vehicles parked on or in the vicinity of
River Road which had been parked there on
Friday. This included the 2 vehicles with
on-street parking permits issued by RIOC.
There is also one vehicle continuously
parked on Main Street directly outside the
RIOC office.

3. A number of vehiclesthat in the morn-
ing survey were recorded as being parked
illegally werefound in the afternoon survey
tobesimilarly illegally parked in adifferent
location, suggesting that they are used for
transport within the community.

4. It appears that any vehicle can park
free for any length of time with impunity;
parking regulations are not being enforced,
and are probably therefore currently unen-
forceable in a court of law. Anarchy pre-
vails.

Plenty of off-street parking appears to be
available. Atthetime of my morning survey
| also surveyed the north end of Motorgate,

and estimated that it was no more than 50%
occupied. The ground floor isexpressly set
asidefor wheelchair parking, with large park-
ing spaces and, of the 15 parking places, 7
had vehicles in them, only 2 of which had
current handicapped-parking ID.

| do not know whether the present vehicu-
lar state of affairsisthe result of conscious
management decisionsor simply lack of con-
cern by those who do not live here. | per-
sonally have astrong preferencefor areturn
to something closer to the original concept
of atraffic-free environment. | am, for ex-
ample, very strongly opposed to any new
buildings including parking, which would
inevitably increasetraffic. Part of the prob-
lem may be that Motorgateis now regarded
as an income generator rather than the com-
munity support facility it was originally
planned to be.

It would seem to methat some of the steps
that need to be taken should include:

1 Do what is necessary to get off the
streets and into Motorgate those vehicles
driven here by non-residentswho work here.
When the outdoor parking lot that originally
provided parking for employees was elimi-
nated for the building of Manhattan Park,
arrangementswere made for employee park-
ing in Motorgate, at $30 per month. This
has since escalated substantially.

2 Establish a reasonable alternative to
street parking for vehicleswith valid handi-
capped parking ID’s.

3. Change the short-term fee structure at
Motorgate to make it an attractive alterna-
tive to on-street parking.

4. RIOC,inconsultationwithal interested
parties, should clearly define driving and
parking regulations on Roosevelt Island,
publicizethem, and then enforcethem fairly,
and without favor.

What we do not want is for Roosevelt |s-
land to become a preferred parking destina-
tion for those visiting Manhattan, because
of the availability of free parking in close
proximity to asubway.

All data | accumulated during my survey
can be made avail ableto you or your staff if
thiswould be helpful.

Geoffrey Kerr
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