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Pataki Names Deborah Beck, of
Rivercross Board, to RIOC Board
Retired Real Estate Executive Brings Resident Count to Four;
Pending Mayoral Appointee Could Give Residents a Majority

by Anusha Shrivastava
Roosevelt  Island may soon lose

its status as one of the city’s best-
kept secrets.  A group of motivated
residents are working towards pub-
licizing its well-loved features – its
history, its community, and its
views.

Julie Palermo, President of the
Roosevelt Island Chamber of Com-
merce, and Island resident Tony Vita
are at the forefront of this effort as
they seek to raise funds to create a
kiosk and a signboard to advertise
the Island’s attractions.  “There
used to be a plaque near the tram
on the Manhattan side but it dis-
appeared 10 years ago,” Palermo
told The WIRE this week. “Now, we
want to put up something else and
give out pamphlets to tourists.”

“We want to create a visual land-
mark on the Manhattan side,” says
Vita, an artist and designer who has
created a beta version of a website
and a disk full of ideas to concret-
ize some of what he plans to do.

First, he’d like to install a kiosk at
the foot of the Tram with an inter-

Maloney Legislation
Would Honor 9/11 Heroes

Rep. Carolyn Maloney announced this week that the House of Repre-
sentatives had passed her legislation to bestow its highest honor on the
lost heroes of 9/11, including firefighters who were based at Roosevelt
Island in the Special Operations Command.

If the bill is passed by the Senate and signed by the President, the
Congressional Gold Medal will be awarded posthumously to those who
died in the rescue effort at the World Trade Center, and to the passengers
who wrested control of UAL Flight 93 from terrorist hijackers before it
crashed in Pennsylvania.  The legislation also calls for a medal to be
delivered to each firehouse and office at which the deceased worked,
and for commemorative 9/11 coins, some of the proceeds of which will be
dedicated to 9/11 victims’ funds.

“This is a touching gesture from Congress to the loved ones of the 343
firefighters, 37 Port Authority officers, and 23 police officers who lost
their lives saving others on 9/11,” said Maloney.  “When I visit firehouses
in the city these days, I still see letters and cards of sympathy hanging

Islanders gathered a week ago Thursday to remember the fallen of
9/11/01.  Following a ceremony, these residents and others left their
candles burning around the memorial tree and plaque on the edge of
Good Shepherd Plaza.  Additional photos on page 7.

Island Artist Tony Vita Has a Plan for
Publicizing RI:  Little Island, Big Fun

active touch-sensitive screen that
would be a one-stop source of in-
formation on the Island’s history,
businesses, landmarks, and trans-
port options. “The kiosk could be
a traveling kiosk and be sent to
Grand Central Station so we attract

tourists,” says Vita.  He would like
to advertise the Island’s stores, the
picnic spots, the tennis courts, the
cycling paths, the art gallery, and
cultural events.  “With tourists
coming to the Island, the busi

Vita’s design for a signboard
at the Tram stations would

describe its attractions and
include a moving “zipper”

announcing events.

See Vita, page 10

Bloomberg Gives OK to
GDP Change for Octagon

© 2003 Tony Vita

See Maloney, page 7

Robert H. Ryan, Late of RIOC,
Now Assistant Secretary of State

Pre-K Enrollment Up at
PS 217 – Now 3 Classes

by Dick Lutz
and Erik Kriss in Albany

Deborah Beck, a 26-year resident
of Rivercross, a member of the
cooperative’s Board and a retired
real-estate executive, is the newest
member of the RIOC Board of Di-
rectors.  Governor George Pataki
sent her name to the State Senate
on Tuesday; it received unanimous
approval during a one-day special
session.

Beck’s appointment gives resi-
dents four seats on the RIOC
Board.  Its other resident members
are David Kraut, Patrick Stewart,
and Mark Ponton.  Non-resident
members include Board Chair Mary
Beth Labate of the State Department
of Housing and Community Re-
newal (DHCR), Nancy Reuss of the
State Budget Office, John Mannix,
and Leo Kayser.  Kayser’s term has
expired, but he will serve until re-
placed, according to Mollie
Fullington of the Governor’s staff.
Under the law Pataki signed Sep-
tember 6, 2002, Kayser’s replace-
ment must be an Island resident.

One Board seat, to be appointed
by the Mayor, became open when
Rivercross resident Susan
Whitaker resigned from the Board.
Whitaker and Stewart were named
to the Board by Mayor Rudy
Giuliani in February of 1998, but
served without voting rights until
confirmed by the Senate in Decem-
ber of 2000.  Stewart’s term has ex-
pired, and mayoral deputies have
reportedly interviewed Stewart and
potential replacements, but no
nominations have yet been sent to
Albany.

Deborah Beck retired in May
from a 22-year term as Executive
Vice President of the Real Estate
Board of New York (REBNY).

by Linda Humphrey
Bookbag-toting kids went back

to school in greater numbers at PS
217, where enrollment jumped to 534
students from 455 last year. Fifty-
four pre-kindergartners overflowed
from two classes to three.  Special-
education classes gained another
nine students, for a total of 27.  And
22 off-Island kids transferred to the

school, taking advantage of the No
Child Left Behind Act, which gives
children in “failing” schools the op-
tion to switch to a better school.

“The word is getting out that
we’re doing good things,” said Prin-
cipal Sherry J. Gregory.

The good things include a new
Parent Coordinator, charged with

by Erik Kriss in Albany
Former Roosevelt Island Operat-

ing Corporation President Robert

The Octagon Apartments project took another step toward fruition in
mid-June, when Mayor Michael Bloomberg signed an agreement giving
City assent to a change in the General Development Plan (GDP) for
Roosevelt Island.  Then-Acting President Patrick J. Siconolfi signed for
the Roosevelt Island Operating Corporation (RIOC).

The change isn’t necessarily the final hurdle for the project, but it was
a necessary step.

The agreement reads, in part, “...the parties desire to modify the Plan to
provide for the rehabilitation of the existing building known as the Octa-
gon Tower, create an ecological park within the open space area sur-
rounding the Octagon Tower, and create approximately 500 dwelling units
and associated parking spaces on or adjacent to the site of the Octagon
Tower.”  The parking spaces in the plan, which is the design of the
Connecticut architectural firm, Becker and Becker, will be built at the site
of the current tennis courts in Octagon Park.  The tennis courts will then
be placed on top of the parking structure, slightly above the existing
grade.

H. Ryan, who was forced out by a
scandal over unauthorized pay-
ments, has landed a six-figure job
with the New York Department of
State.

Ryan became a $110,000-a-year
Assistant Secretary of State Sep-
tember 3.  He is one of eight depu-
ties and assistants to Secretary of
State Randy Daniels, a former
Deputy Mayor of New York City
who switched parties and is now a
favorite of Governor George Pataki
and a potential Republican candi-
date for governor himself.  (Daniels,
a former CBS reporter, was Ryan’s
guest speaker at the opening of the
Island’s Firefighters Field last year.)

Ryan, who managed Pataki’s suc-
cessful 1994 campaign for Gover-
nor, is working out of the Depart-
ment of State’s 123 William Street

REBNY is an industry association
serving the major owners, institu-
tions, managers, brokers, and pro-
fessionals who have an interest in
Manhattan property, according to

information supplied Thursday by
Beck.  She marks, as major endeav-
ors during her time with REBNY, her
activity as a lead negotiator on sev-
eral legislative initiatives, including
passage of a law requiring a smoke
detector in every City apartment,
the disabled access law, and fire
code changes to improve occupant
safety and provide for earthquake
survival.  Most recently, she pre-
sented the case in the media and
before Congress for a temporary
terrorism insurance backup pro-
gram.

Beck now runs Beck Creative
Strategies, LLC, providing real es-
tate-related consultant services to
government and private industry.
She serves on the Lower Manhat-
tan Development Corporation’s
Transportation Advisory Commit-
tee, the Downtown Task Force of

See Beck, page 8

See Octagon, page 8

See Octagon, page 8

See PS/IS 217, page 9

Arbor Day,
2001
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Letters Policy
The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor, to the community, and to/from officials.  Publi-

cation on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the writer’s name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verification and for our records; anonymous letters are
not considered for publication.

Preferred methods of submission:  E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (E-
mail format preferred, or use any wordprocessing software) to put a file on a PC-standard
3.5" floppy disk left at 531 Main Street addressed to The WIRE.

Alternatives:  Typed, double-spaced copy left at 531 Main Street or faxed to
1-212-755-2540 (call ahead to 1-212-826-9055).  Clearly-handwritten letters will be consid-
ered if brief, but we cannot take telephone dictation of letters.

All letters are subject to acceptance, and to editing for length and clarity.  Recommend
maximum length, 300 words; longer letters will be considered if their content merits the
required space.

Letters

Letters deadline for
Oct. 11 issue:  Oct. 7

After deadline, letters are considered
on a space-available basis.

To the Editor:
I was glad to hear all elderly and

disabled people came through the
Blackout safely.  But to say that 2
River Road was unattended (Letters,
September 6 issue) is very unfair.

I know that Linda from the Man-
hattan Park management office
walked up 15 flights of stairs to
check on all seniors and disabled
to make sure everyone was OK.

There are some elderly or dis-
abled who may not answer the
banging or shouting on their doors
because they are afraid.

Management is very considerate
of seniors in 2 River Road.

In addition, Edgar and Thelma
and the entire Manhattan Park staff
were involved in the Blackout for
three days and nights, yet no men-
tion was made of them.

Sophie Maisel

Editor’s note:  The writer is cor-
rect on the final point.  The WIRE
was on vacation, and the post-
Blackout issue was produced with-
out adequate time for a full report-
ing job.  That meant that many who
served well went unmentioned and
unacknowledged, for which we
apologize.  In our last issue, we so-
licited readers’ “timeline” recollec-
tions, and hopefully their publication
in this issue (page 6) will serve to
acknowledge at least some who
provided volunteer or paid services.
Even so, we can be sure many will
go unacknowledged, unfortunately.

To the Editor:
In response to the letter (Septem-

ber 6 issue) about the incident in
the Garden Club, I have had many
people come up to me over the past
few days asking me how I could let
The WIRE print the name of my
grandson, who is under age.  I real-
ized that they had mistakenly taken
the letter written about the three
youths in the garden to be about
my grandson, who is only six years
old, but is also named Shawn
Michael.

First of all, I think it was very care-
less to print anyone’s name, be-
cause young boys have a ten-
dency to give any name when in
trouble – not always the correct
name.  So here is this six-going-on-
7-year-old boy, my grandson, who
is not even allowed out by himself,
being blamed by certain residents
for an incident that he had nothing
to do with.

To the writer of the letter, hav-
ing been a former member of the
Garden Club, I can most certainly
understand your concern about
the safety in the garden.  But I
think your haste in naming a
youth has caused more harm than
help.

What happened in the garden
was very unfortunate and these
three youths could have seriously
physically hurt someone.  But by
printing the name of a child you
were unsure of, to me you have also
hurt someone – an innocent child
and his family.

Wendy Hersh

Editor’s note:  We agree.  While
it’s fairly obvious the letter writer
who described the incident in the
gardens was not referring to a six-
year-old, we assumed the name
given by the nine-year-old perp
was a lie and made up, but failed
to reason that it might be the real
name of another child.  The origi-
nal letter-writer, of course, in-
cluded it as a possible clue to the
real identity of the perp.  But even
if the perp was giving his correct
name in defiance or self-accusa-
tion, as a matter of policy The
WIRE does not publish the names
of juvenile wrongdoers.

To the Editor:
Thanks to Neil Weissman (letter,

September 6 issue) for calling at-
tention to the noisy air condition-
ing units now atop the
minischools.  On Labor Day week-
end, that unit ran nonstop, day and
night, with the school windows
open.  Yes, open.  Who pays for
the electricity?  How does it affect
Island House operating costs?

The Island House school unit
also drips, and a large puddle of
standing water forms on the west-
ern side of the roof; I have reported
this to wnv@health.nyc.gov.  We
thought that the standing rainwa-
ter problem would be corrected
during the renovation but it has
exacerbated the problem.

For months, I have been trying
to get the rumbling AVAC under my
bedroom repaired or insulated.
Now I also have a roaring box out-
side my window and mosquitos in
my apartment.  (If I close the win-
dows, the sound of the AVAC is
worse.)  I am not an engineer, but I
am a mother of a student who at-
tended the former Island House
school and I wonder if they really
need such a huge unit for a tiny
one-story building.

Susan Sinisi

To the Editor:
As a former RIOC Board member, I wish to congratulate and thank

[current Board member] Mark Ponton.  During the Blackout August 14,
he did what was necessary to break mental constipation at RIOC and get
the red buses rolling to where residents needed them.  It appears, from
The WIRE’s report of President Berman’s comments at the RIRA Council
meeting, that it may have taken some “abuse” to get the sensible result.
If that’s what it took, the community must appreciate Ponton’s good
sense and determination.

I have to ask:  What conceivable reason could there be for breaking
with standard past practice in which buses were automatically diverted
when subway and Tramway service is interrupted?  Or is everyone at
RIOC so new, confused, and untested that they just don’t know what
should be done?  More than anything, I have to wonder why “abuse”
was necessary to whatever RIOC administrator was in charge to do the
right thing.

For years, I have urged the publication of RIOC’s disaster plan.  I was
assured by Chief Jim Fry of Public Safety that such a plan exists, but he
has stated publicly that such plans are not shared with the public.  Why
not?  RIOC’s three-hour delay, not sending buses until Mr. Ponton in-
sisted, suggests that RIOC either has no emergency plan, or that RIOC
staff is incapable of prompt action in an emergency.  Whatever the status
of the disaster plan, it’s not worth the paper it’s supposedly printed on if
the staff is unable to act decisively and with compassion.

Ronald T. Vass

To the Editor:
RIOC vs Ponton is one more case

in point – we are the only commu-
nity in the entire USA which never
has had democracy!  We even have
to raise our figurative hands to ask
RIOC’s permission on a bathroom
call.  Could we govern ourselves
better?  Guess!  Sophomoric bick-
ering on the Blackout issue aside,
Mark Ponton should be considered
a hero – the only person with
enough guts and compassion to
help those poor souls who in the
long Blackout attempted a forced
march home.

In an emergency, it is usual that
extraordinary chances are taken in
order to help others; and in an emer-
gency someone has to take leader-
ship.  Has RIOC, with its every let-
’em-eat-cake policy, completely
abdicated that role?

Maybe no one (and for sure
RIOC) wants Island freedom badly
enough; but never forget, democ-
racy is a prime tenet the Supreme
Court of the United States must
uphold!  (And, in this instance, with
no “interpretation” wiggle room.)
Why won’t we take this inalien-
able-right issue to them?  Our ever-
present epidemic of Lily-liver-itis!
Or can we transcend this disease
by putting forth a simple, fairly easy
win-win case, which could so ef-
fectively and so soon end this serf-
dom?

We want a majority of residents
on the RIOC Board.  When?  Now.
Not next year or the year after.  Now.
Override the Governor’s long-un-
delivered promises and the mayor’s
inaction.  Now!

Barbara Potts

The Editorial Page

Get the %!&@! Buses
Where the People Are

Is it going to be the same-ol’-same-ol’ at RIOC?
This community’s recent past – the last seven years or so –

has been splattered with questions asked repeatedly about RIOC
leadership.  Five years ago, residents were so fed up with RIOC’s
failure to recognize that this is, after all, a place where people

live, that 92% of Islanders voting on the question in the Resi-
dents Association election pulled the Yes lever when asked, es-
sentially, Should the RIOC Board consist of elected residents

empowered to hire professional community management?

That hasn’t happened.  In fact, Governor George Pataki is
only now starting to deliver (with appointment of Deborah Beck
– see page 1) on the promise of the law he signed a full year ago to
appoint a resident majority to the RIOC Board of Directors – a
mere baby-step in the direction of control of the administration of
Roosevelt Island by (quelle revolution!) the people who live here.

Meanwhile, RIOC under Pataki has a serious history of act-
ing, too often, as though residents just don’t matter.

And now Pataki has put Herb Berman, a veteran politician
with a strong record of service, into the formula.  He’s a New
Yorker with a distinguished City Council background, and we’d
have reason to hope Berman would get it right.

Perhaps the Blackout was too early in his time here, or too
difficult, but we think the RIOC administration’s performance
during the August Blackout deserves some serious examination.
It’s all still under review, of course, holding off any internal fault-
finding within RIOC.  But it’s not too early to review RIOC’s
performance on the simple matter of sending buses to pick up
residents struggling home.  Worried about traffic lights?  OK,
give the buses a Public Safety escort, red light spinning.

The story goes – if you’ve missed it – that resident Board
member Mark Ponton spent a fair amount of time trying to per-
suade two or three RIOC staffers that buses should go to the
Queens end of the 59th Street Bridge to pick up residents strug-
gling to get home.  Residents, we might point out, who included
people carrying heavy packages, seniors, some disabled, and preg-
nant women returning from work – some wearing shoes unsuit-
able for this kind of trek.

And Ponton is accused – apparently by some at RIOC not
eager to defend their reluctance to make a decision on re-routing
buses – of using language that amounted to “abuse” when he was
jerked around by administrative staff on getting a bus to where
residents needed help.  Best we can tell from available accounts,
Ponton said something like “Get the %!&@! buses where the people
are!” and you can imagine  “%!&@!”  What word would you use
if, three hours after the need arose, nobody in charge could mus-
ter the brainpower to make the obvious decision?

Well, maybe not so obvious to some.  Resident Board mem-
ber Patrick Stewart contributed his view that the buses should
not be sent on a rescue mission because residents could use the
exercise.  Truly odd for a former President of the Residents Asso-
ciation.  While one or two out-of-shape residents might appreci-
ate Stewart’s forced-march decision on their behalf, our guess is
that most prefer to make their own exercise decisions.

So we think the decision – to put the buses where residents
needed them – was a no-brainer that should have been made
within minutes of the Tram and subway going down – not after
three hours, and not until after the alleged “abuse” of making
the point with strong language.

Berman is new.  He is said by a key staffer to have been on
Roosevelt Island until just before buses finally left to pick up
Islanders struggling home.  We must wonder, then, why he did
not get in on this decision, and why he didn’t make it in a timely
manner.  We must wonder why it supposedly took “abuse” to get
RIOC, yet again, to be conscious of the idea that people live here.
Yet, more than two weeks after the Blackout, before the Com-
mon Council of the Residents Association, Berman was express-
ing doubts about sending buses where residents need them.

The last excuse we heard at The WIRE came from RIOC
Public Information Officer John Melia, who asserted that RIOC’s
insurance doesn’t cover off-Island bus trips.  But days later, RIOC’s
senior shopping bus made its usual off-Island trip.  And over a
week later, Melia still hasn’t documented his claim.

We must wonder, then, whether it is going to be the same-
ol’-same-ol’ at RIOC.

We have to give Berman time to redeem himself on this one.
The Blackout did occur just four days into his tenure and he does
feel a need to be perceived as protective of his staff, at least at the
outset.  But redemption comes, in this community, when he ex-
hibits a clear understanding that Roosevelt Island is a residen-

tial community.  People live here.

Berman can start by saying, loud and clear, Of course we

send the buses where residents need them – and in the future it

won’t take harsh language to get it done.

DL

The Public Safety Blotter
for the first half of
September will be
available on-line early next
week, on Website
NYC10044, at
http://nyc10044.com/2402/
wire2402/blot2402.html

Public Safety Blotter
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The
RIOC
Column

Matthew Katz
Residents Association President

e-mail: matthewkatz@rcn.com

Senior Center
Monday

10:30, Blood Pressure Screen
12:30, “Oldies” Movies
1:00, Tai Chi
7:00, Dance Class (Beginners)

Tuesday
10:00, Computers
10-11, Latchhook Class
10-11, Dance & Relax
1:00, Bingo
6:30, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

Wednesday
9:15, Stay Well
10:30, Beading Class
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts
12:30, Movie
7:00, Dance

Friday
9:30, Yoga Stretch
7:00, Games (RISA)

Saturday
7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events
Fri., Sept. 26, Birthday party
Mon., Oct. 13, closed
Tue., Oct. 14, General Meeting,

7:00 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 15, Atlantic City
Fri., Oct. 16, Flu shots, 9:30-11:30
Thur., Oct. 30, Flu shots, 10-1

Home-delivered meals available:

1-212-744-5022, ext. 1203

Victoria Hernandez, a 13-year
resident of Roosevelt Island, died
August 15 at New York Presbyte-
rian Hospital, of cancer.  She was
87.

Born in 1916 in Vera Cruz, Mexico,
and widowed in 1948, she came to
New York City in 1961, and worked
as a seamstress.  She was still ac-
tive with a needle shortly before her
death.

Her daughter, Consuela
Gonzales, is also a Roosevelt Island
resident, and the mother of Victoria
Hernandez’s three grandchildren,
Steven Gonzales of Roosevelt Is-
land, Elizabeth Gonzales of
Fayetteville, North Carolina, and
Michael Gonzales, who lives in Port-
land, Oregon.

Victoria Hernandez

The one charge I was given by Governor George E. Pataki when he
asked me to serve as President of RIOC was to come here and “get things
done.”

And this is the reason I accepted his challenge.  I want to make a
difference as RIOC pursues its mission of maintaining, operating, and
developing Roosevelt Island. From time to time I will write a column for
The Wire to provide readers with information on RIOC projects and poli-
cies that affect Island life.

One project that has been in the works for more than six years is the
development at the landmark Octagon Building, the remnant of the former
Metropolitan Hospital constructed
in 1839, that was devastated by fires
in 1982 and 1999.

Currently, site control of the Oc-
tagon is held by the development
firm of Becker and Becker Associ-
ates.  Their first mission was to sta-
bilize the historic structure prepa-
ratory to developing the property
with apartments on the footprint of
the hospital’s two wings.

One last impediment facing RIOC before it could develop the property
was to reach an agreement with New York City to amend the Island’s
General Development Plan (GDP) , which has been the guiding document
for RIOC and its predecessor agencies.

In late July, Mayor Bloomberg approved the amendment to the GDP.
With this hurdle cleared we can get moving in developing the Octagon.

Sensitive development is essential to the Island’s economic health
because, without the revenue streams they provide RIOC, the services
we provide such as the Red Buses and the Tram would be in jeopardy.
The continued viability of the Island’s merchants is also at stake.

In fact, that point was more than
driven home to me when I arrived
to find RIOC faces a considerable
deficit for the balance of the cur-
rent fiscal year.  Because RIOC does
not receive taxpayer funds from the
State budget, we must plan care-
fully in our revenue forecasts.

The completion of the first two
buildings at Southown is a good
step, and the buildings will be filled
with new Island residents by Octo-
ber.

RIOC will be planning some
events to welcome these folks to
the Island and I am looking forward
to helping them become part of the
Island community.

I hope that soon I will be able to
bring more news about develop-
ment at Southtown and at the Oc-
tagon.

RIOC is also actively involved with starting the process to stabilize the
landmark Smallpox Hospital – or, if you prefer, the Renwick ruin – the
magnificent open space on our southern tip.

Last year’s brutal winter and natural freeze-and-thaw cycles have un-
dermined the integrity of the building.  In other words, it could collapse
at any time.  That’s why we are beginning emergency stabilization of the
building.  The masonry needs attention desperately and the ivy covering
its façade, while beautiful to look at, is an enemy to preserving the land-
mark.

We all take RIOC’s mission to maintain, stabilize, and preserve the
Island’s many landmarks very seriously. We are their stewards and we
have a responsibility to do the best we can for these New York City
landmarks and for the whole Island.

The
RIRA
Column

Herbert E. Berman
RIOC President

– This Weekend –
Mixed Media Exhibition, What Is

Taboo?, Gallery
RIVAA, Sat.-
Sun., 11:00-5:00;
also Wed. and Fri., 6:00-9:00, through
October 26.  Free.

– The Coming Week –
Toastmasters Meeting, Mon.,

Sept. 22, 8:00 p.m.  For information,
1-212-935-1254 or
1-212-751-9577.

Roosevelt Island Committee of
Community Board 8 meeting,
Thur., Sept. 25, 7:30 p.m., Island
House Community Room.  Agenda
to be announced.

– Future Events –
RIRA Common Council meeting,

Wed., Oct. 1, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of
the Good Shepherd.  Open to the
public; public comments invited
near start of meeting.

Roosevelt Island Past &
Present, presented by Judith
Berdy, President of Roosevelt Is-
land Historical Society, Thur., Oct.
2, 6:30 p.m., Library.  Free.

Main Street Theatre Fall Ben-
efit Series:  Love Letters by A. R.
Gurney, with Worth and Nancy
Howe, Fri., Oct. 3 and Sat., Oct. 4,
8:00 p.m., Main Street Theatre.  $16.
Reservations:  1-212-371-4449.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur.,
Oct. 9, 9:30 a.m., Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.

The Main Street WIRE – Next
issue in three weeks, on Sat., Oct.
11.  (Get e-mail bulletins in the mean-
time; to subscribe, send an “Add
Me” to nyc10044@rcn.com.)  Dead-
lines:  Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
Oct. 3; decision on fliers for The
Bag, Mon., Oct. 6; fliers due Thur.,
Oct. 9.  Future issues – October 25;
November 8, 22 (Thanksgiving is-
sue); December 13 (holiday issue),
then every two weeks, starting Janu-
ary 10, through June 12, 2004.
Phone/fax for news,
1-212-826-9055 / 755-2540;
phone/fax for display and classified
advertising placement and informa-
tion, 1-212-751-8214/755-2540.
To list your organization’s Island

event here, e-mail information to

Rose Palamar
Word has been received of the

death of Rose “Rosina” Palamar,
the mother of Sister Regina and the
late Sister Loretta.  She died July
24, the day before her 89th birthday,
after a long struggle with heart ail-
ments and cancer.  In the early ’90’s,
she had lived on Roosevelt Island,
where Regina was attached to the
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Parish.

Rosina was widowed in the mid-
’30’s, at age 21, and became the sole
supporter of four children.  During
World War II, she worked in an air-
craft plant and, to her children, be-
came the living embodiment of
“Rosie the Riveter,” the 1940’s rep-
resentation of the working woman
doing her part for the war effort.

After graduating from Holly-
wood High Adult School at age 57,
she enrolled in the Pasadena Play-
house and became an actress,
working as an extra in many mov-
ies, with bit parts in television
sitcoms and commercials.  She was
a character model in art schools, as
well.  In her 70’s, she became a pro-
fessional clown and spent much
time visiting sick children in hospi-
tals, and participating in parades.

Sister Regina Palamara, who left
her Roosevelt Island post a year

ago, writes that she was grateful to
be with her mother on a daily basis,
getting to know her again after be-
ing away for 45 years.  She reports
that her mother passed away peace-
fully.

Rosina Palamar left two daugh-
ters, seven grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren, and one great-great-
grandchild.
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By the time you read this, Hurricane Isabel will or will not have drenched
us with fierce winds and torrential rain.  When it comes to weather this
summer, if it weren’t for bad luck we’d have no luck at all.

In my last column, I discussed the effects of the Blackout on Roosevelt
Island.  I suspect we shall continue
to do so for some time and I hope
we can learn from our successes
and shortcomings to prepare for
whatever the future has in store.
There has been much talk about the
appropriate use of the Red Buses.
We all know that the Senior Asso-
ciation has used them for years if
not decades on Queens shopping
trips.  When the Tram has been

down for any significant period, the buses have been routed to Second
Avenue and 60th Street to provide alternative service.  It often seems
that, with every new RIOC administration, we residents must reinvent

the wheel and remind RIOC of these
obligations.

We are now hearing that the Red
Buses have no insurance for off-
Island travel and, indeed, never did.
How can this be?  Has one RIOC
executive after another failed to
provide this essential adjunct to the
responsible supervision and opera-
tion of the buses?  The bottom line
is:  I don’t care.  If the insurance
exists, find it.  And if it doesn’t, buy
it.  The use of the Red Buses dur-
ing the Blackout was appropriate
and should be part of any contin-
gency plan.  RIOC Board member
Mark Ponton was criticized at the
last RIRA Common Council meet-
ing for using strong language to
motivate RIOC staff to do their duty.
Prior to his intervention, the Red
Buses were plying their usual
routes to subway and Tram sta-
tions made useless by the lack of

electricity.  If generally understood emergency provisions for the buses
had been in place (and if a generally understood chain of command was

See RIRA, page 12

See ComingUp, page 8
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BRACES
AREN’T FOREVER,

SMILES ARE!
We offer free orthodontic consultations to children
and adults who are residents of Roosevelt Island.

Please call for an appointment.

Dr. Gerald Sweder and staff
Serving Island residents for over 20 years

200 West 57th Street
1-212-757-2285

FAST,
EFFICIENT,
RELIABLE,

COURTEOUS

New State of the Art
Dry Cleaning Machine

To Serve You Better
Your Neighborhood Cleaners

We Deliver
Free deliveries on orders $15-up

Expert Tailor
on Premises

571 Main St.
1-212-758-1778

Roosevelt
Island

Cleaners

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE
Consultations Available – Use What You Have

No job too small

Furniture
Upholstery, Slipcovers
Wallpaper & Fabric

Carpet & Area Rugs
All Window Treatments
Floor & Terrace Tiles

Lighting
Carpentry

Kitchen Renovation
Paint & Faux Finishes

All Accessories
Closet Design

Ellen Levy
Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

OLYMPIC CAR SERVICE

1-718-626-8000

Ask for your special
RI resident’s discount card

on the front

Mention The WIRE and get
$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

JFK $27
LGA $12
Newark $55

All discounts included in airport fares:

JFK $27 • LGA $12 • Newark $55
On all other fares:

$1 off any fare under $20
$2 off any fare over $20

Clip & Save this Coupon

Fall Benefit Series
proudly presents:

Worth & Nancy Howe
in Love Letters by A. R. Gurney

Coming Up:
Cabaret Night on 10/24 & 25
Comedy Night on 11/15
Holiday Musical Celebration TBA

telephone reservations for all events
can be made at (212) 371-4449

Dates of Performances

Friday, October 3rd at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 4th at 8:00 p.m.

minimum donation $16

The Main Street Theatre is located behind the Video Store at the Red Awning
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Robin Russell’s Music Endeavor
3/4 page
copy and materials to come

Se habla español!

Roosevelt Island Family

& Cosmetic Dentistry
Our philosophy:  Our office offers adults
and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost.  Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans
we accept toward payment:

 Delta Dental, Aetna,
Prudential, USHealthCare,
Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC
Treating residents 24 years

501 Main Street • 1-212-752-8722

Daytime Hours:  Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9
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Overwhelmed?Overwhelmed?Overwhelmed?Overwhelmed?Overwhelmed?
Just too much to do?Just too much to do?Just too much to do?Just too much to do?Just too much to do?
Not feeling well?Not feeling well?Not feeling well?Not feeling well?Not feeling well?
No time?No time?No time?No time?No time?
Hate doingHate doingHate doingHate doingHate doing
laundry?laundry?laundry?laundry?laundry?

BOB’S BUBBLES

LAUNDROMAT

718-937-8796
ExpertlyExpertlyExpertlyExpertlyExpertly washed, dried, and folded. washed, dried, and folded. washed, dried, and folded. washed, dried, and folded. washed, dried, and folded.

Includes sorting, spotting, detergent, bleach, and softener.Includes sorting, spotting, detergent, bleach, and softener.Includes sorting, spotting, detergent, bleach, and softener.Includes sorting, spotting, detergent, bleach, and softener.Includes sorting, spotting, detergent, bleach, and softener.
Special instructions accommodated.Special instructions accommodated.Special instructions accommodated.Special instructions accommodated.Special instructions accommodated.

Specializing in all sizes of comforters and down coats.Specializing in all sizes of comforters and down coats.Specializing in all sizes of comforters and down coats.Specializing in all sizes of comforters and down coats.Specializing in all sizes of comforters and down coats.
New customers get an extra-large nylon laundry bag FREE.New customers get an extra-large nylon laundry bag FREE.New customers get an extra-large nylon laundry bag FREE.New customers get an extra-large nylon laundry bag FREE.New customers get an extra-large nylon laundry bag FREE.

Give yourself a break!Give yourself a break!Give yourself a break!Give yourself a break!Give yourself a break!
Let us do your laundry!Let us do your laundry!Let us do your laundry!Let us do your laundry!Let us do your laundry!

The Farmers Market

As always, Thank you for shopping with us every Saturday.

Watsontown, Pa.

the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

There’s no place like home.
And the food you serve helps make
it the special place it is.  From our
home in the fertile, rolling hills of

Pennsylvania, we bring you the
freshest produce you can serve, to
make home all the more special.

Discount Pet Foods,

Supplies, Aquariums,

and Grooming

14 Years in Business

FREE DELIVERY
to

ROOSEVELT ISLAND

(over $50)

Open 7 Days • Evening Hours
191-15 Northern Blvd, Flushing

718-939-4738

We carry a full line of commercial, professional,
natural, and holistic foods and products.

 Featuring Iams, Eukanuba, Nutro Max, Science Diet, Innova, California
Natural, Triumph, Wellness, Friskies, Fancy Feast, Mighty Dog, Whiskas,

Pedigree, Sheba, Kaytee, Sunseed, and Zupreem

Coupon
$5 off your first delivery order

(minimum $50 before discount)
Expires 11/1/03.  Limit one offer with coupon.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

To All Roosevelt Island Residents

I am proud to announce the opening
of the Orthodontic Practice of

Dr. Suzanne Duvalsaint
DDS, MS

501A Main Street
Roosevelt Island

212-752-8722

All Patients are Treated Conveniently
on Roosevelt Island

Morning, afternoon,
and evening hours are available

Free orthodontic (Braces) consultations
are offered to children and adults

who reside on or off  Roosevelt Island

Dr. Lawrence M. Itskowitch
(treating patients on Roosevelt Island for 25 years)
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A Second Anniversary, and Roosevelt Islanders Remember

In Manhattan, twin shafts of light rose once again in tribute to the
many lost when terrorists struck on American shores.

on the walls.  Now we are a big step closer to being able to mount Con-
gressional Gold Medals for our heroes on the firehouse walls too, includ-
ing the firefighters who served in Roosevelt Island’s Special Operations
Command.

“For their valiance in defending freedom on the most harrowing day in
American history, the heroes of 9/11 deserve to be remembered along-
side the most valiant freedom fighters in American history.  The House’s
action honors the emergency responders killed defending freedom on 9/
11 as some of the greatest Americans who ever lived.

“New Yorkers will never forget the superhuman feats of the city’s fire,
police, and emergency personnel who saved lives without any regard for
their own.  With this honor, Americans, so long as this nation is alive and
free, will never forget them either.”

In the last session of Congress, Maloney’s bill was blocked in the
Senate; the current bill requires Senate approval and President Bush’s
signature.

The Congressional Gold Medal has been awarded by Congress since
the Revolutionary War.  It honors men and women who have dedicated
themselves to advancing and protecting the nation and the world.  Its
recipients include George Washington, General Ulysses S. Grant, Tho-
mas Edison, and Winston Churchill.

Maloney from page 1

WIRE photo coverage by Linda Heimer and Website NYC10044 http://nyc10044.com
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the New York City Bar Association,
and is co-chair of the Citizens Ad-
visory Committee on Water Qual-
ity for the City Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection.

She is an honors graduate of
Smith College, and attended the
London School of Economics and
Political Science for two years as
part of her BA program.  She holds
a Masters Degree in Social Work
from Columbia University, and be-
gan her professional career as a
psychotherapist.  She became in-
terested in the world of real estate
while living at the Henry Street
Settlement, where her late husband,
Bert, was the Executive Director.
Their daughters, Melissa and
Rachel, attended PS/IS 217, and she
served on the PTA Board.

Beck is in her third non-consecu-
tive term as a member of the
Rivercross Board of Directors, hav-
ing served earlier terms in the 1980’s
and the early 1990’s.  She was
elected anew in May, 2003, and in
her campaign statement wrote,
“My family moved to Roosevelt
Island so that our children could
attend the public school here...  We
stayed because of the quality of life
in Rivercross and the peacefulness
of the Island.”

The next meeting of the RIOC
Board of Directors is scheduled for
Thursday morning, October 9, but
is subject to possible change be-
fore then.

ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to The WIRE, at the
desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone number for follow-up ques-
tions.

Toastmasters Meeting, Mon., Oct. 13, 8:00 p.m.  For information,
1-212-935-1254 or 751-9577.

Book Discussion – For the Relief of Unbearable Urges by N. En-
glander, Thur., Oct. 16, 6:30 p.m.  Free.  Books available at Library.

Fall Tree Walk, Sat., Oct. 18, 10:00 a.m.  Meet at the bell in the Plaza.
Main Street Theatre Cabaret Night, Fri., Oct. 24 and Sat., Oct. 25.
Toastmasters Meeting, Mon., Oct. 27, 8:00 p.m.  For information,

1-212-935-1254 or 751-9577.
RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., Nov. 5, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the

Good Shepherd.  Open to the public; public comments invited near start
of meeting.

Toastmasters Meeting, Mon., Nov. 10, 8:00 p.m.  For information,
1-212-935-1254 or 1-212-751-9577.

RIOC Board Meeting, Thur., Nov.
13, 5:30 p.m., Chapel of the Good
Shepherd.  Open forum follows the
formal meeting.

Main Street Theatre Comedy
Night, Sat., Nov. 15.

Book Discussion – Passing by
Nella Larsen, Thur., Nov 20, 6:30
p.m., Library.  Free.  Book available at the Library.

Toastmasters Meeting, Mon., Nov. 24, 8:00 p.m.  For information,
1-212-935-1254 or 1-212-751-9577.

RIRA Common Council meeting, Wed., Dec. 3, 8:00 p.m., Chapel of the
Good Shepherd.  Open to the public; public comments invited near start
of meeting.

Book Discussion – Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt, Thur., Dec. 18,
6:30 p.m., Library.  Free.  Books available at the Library.

Book Discussion – Pale Fire by Vladimir Nabokov, Thur., Jan. 15,
6:30 p.m., Library.  Free.  Book available at the Library.

Book Discussion – The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man by
J.W. Johnson, Thur., Feb. 19, 6:30 p.m., Library.  Free.  Books available at
the Library.

Book Discussion – The Queen of Harlem by B.K. Jackson, Thur.,
Mar. 18, 6:30 p.m., Library.  Free.  Books available at the Library.

Book Discussion – The Pick Up by Nadine Gordimer, Thur., Apr. 15,
6:30 p.m., Library.  Free.  Books available at the Library.

Book Discussion – Patience and Sarah by Isabel Miller, Thur., May
20, 6:30 p.m., Library.  Free.  Books available at the Library.

Book Discussion – City of God by E.L. Doctorow, Thur., June 17, 6:30
p.m., Library.  Free.  Books available at the Library.

Beck from page 1 ComingUp from page 3

office in Manhattan, helping New
York City implement the new State
Fire and Building Code, according
to Department press representative
Peter Constantakes.  Ryan is also
working with the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, Constantakes said.

The City was originally excluded
from the State’s new uniform build-
ing and fire safety code, which took
effect January 1.  But the City has
decided to adopt the code.

Constantakes said the depart-
ment has no formal, written job de-
scription for Ryan’s position, and
said it is actually a position that was
“loaned” by the state Health De-
partment, since it deals with health
and safety issues.  Health Depart-
ment press representative Bill Van
Slyke said his agency entered into
a “memorandum of understanding”
with the Department of State for
Ryan’s position.  He said such ar-
rangements are not unusual.  “Fire
prevention and injury prevention
are critical to public health,” Van
Slyke said.

Pataki instituted a hiring freeze
two years ago, but officials noted
health and safety positions are ex-
empt.  Ryan, who declined a request
for an interview through
Constantakes, fills a “pre-existing
line” in the Health Department, Van
Slyke said.  Constantakes would
not comment on the events that led
to Ryan’s dismissal as RIOC presi-
dent.

“With his background and con-
tacts in New York City dealing with
local officials there, we think he will
be an asset as we look to address a

Ryan from page 1

A possible remaining hurdle to the development has been pointed out
by Assemblymember Pete Grannis, who represents Roosevelt Island.
Grannis contends that the wording of the Open Spaces law, signed by
Governor George Pataki September 6, 2002, does not allow building on
the land adjacent to the Octagon Tower, because the law specifies that
rehabilitation development may be done on “landmarks,” and the land
immediately surrounding the Tower is not part of the landmarked struc-
ture.

Grannis has not yet indicated whether he will take legal action to press
his view once the RIOC Board of Directors makes its final decision on the
Octagon Project.  On Thursday, Grannis aide Tony Morenzi said, “We’ll
have to look at it once it’s voted by the RIOC Board.  Our position is still
the same.”  City Council Speaker Gifford Miller did not respond to WIRE

inquiries through
his aide, Jessica
Lappin, asking if
he had been con-
sulted by Mayor
Bloomberg on the
change.  Lappin
had indicated to
some Islanders
during the summer
that Miller favored
the development
of 100 affordable
apartments for
qualifying tenants
as part of the 500-
unit project.

Island resi-
dents may get
preferential treat-
ment in a lottery
for some of the af-
fordable Octagon
units, but Bruce
Becker, President
of Becker and
Becker, said on

Thursday that the lottery would be held after construction has begun,
and close to the time of occupancy, because those participating in the
lottery would have to qualify in terms of income.

Becker said a day-care center is being considered for the lower level of
the Octagon Apartments’ south wing, to serve infants, toddlers, and pre-
schoolers.  He said the idea for such a center, which would be open to the
whole community, has gotten a positive reaction.

Becker expresses pride in the “green” aspects of the project.  Geother-
mal power is one part of that green mix.  Becker said his firm has drilled
two 1500-foot wells to test temperature, the nature of the rock, and the
amount of water and, based on those findings, the engineering work on
that aspect of the project will begin soon.

Octagon from page 1

lot of the health and safety issues
in the New York City area,”
Constantakes said in Albany.  “He
has expertise in dealing with the
City.”

Ryan was suspended with pay
from his $125,000-a-year job as
RIOC president in February, when
the RIOC Board started an investi-
gation into allegations that he ap-
proved 15 bonuses, without Board
authorization, to himself and other
RIOC staff, for volunteer work at
ground zero in the immediate after-
math of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks on the World Trade Center.
But many suspected the real rea-
son was behavior during Board
meetings and other official events
that Ryan’s opponents found ob-
jectionable, including engaging in
shouting matches with his rivals.

Some accused him of showing up
for a board meeting drunk, a charge
Ryan at the time denied.

Ryan’s long suspension ended
with his being fired by the RIOC
board June 17.  The Inspector
General’s office, run by Pataki ap-
pointee Jill Konviser, would not
comment this week on the Ryan
matter.

Ryan’s predecessor and his
former vice president at RIOC left
the State payroll earlier this year.
Former RIOC president Jerome Blue
left Battery Park City Authority,
where he was paid $129,820 annu-
ally, and former RIOC Vice Presi-
dent Robert Antonek left RIOC’s
payroll, at a $119,880 yearly salary,
March 31, according to the State
Comptroller’s office.  Neither the
Comptroller’s office nor the
Governor’s office had any record
that Blue or Antonek are back on
the State payroll.

There is no charge to list Island
events here.  E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Please provide telephone numbers
for possible follow-up.

Updates & Bulletins
by e-mail.  Send an

“AddMe” to
nyc10044@rcn.com

Roosevelt Island had a shoot-
ing Sunday night, September 7,
outside 580 Main Street.  Several
residents reporting hearing shots,
but an investigation turned up
nothing.  But when a shooting vic-
tim turned up at a Manhattan hos-
pital, police made a connection
with the Island incident – and with
a push-in robbery that had hap-
pened September 2 at 546 Main
Street where, apparently, drug
paraphernalia was found.  All that
led to a suspect, and the case is
being pursued.  No further infor-
mation was available from NYPD
at press time.

Shooting at 580From the Public Safety Blotter
The Public Safety Department’s report of incidents on Roosevelt Island is

published regularly on Website NYC10044, at http://nyc10044.com, as part of

the expanded WIRE.  This selection of several incidents in the period from

September 1 to 15 is only part of the most recent reports.  These

descriptions are published as reported by Public Safety.  The WIRE takes

no responsibility for their completeness or accuracy.

Assault
9/1, sidewalk, 560 Main St.  Male

resident and his father in-house.
The former stated he had been as-
saulted by a male, whom he knows
only by one name.  The victim
stated that in January 2002, he had
filed a criminal report with NYPD
against the aforementioned male for
extortion with a debit card of
US$700.  He further stated that ap-
proximately at 8:00 p.m., when he
was walking into Gristede’s, the
perp had approached him, “re-in-
troduced” himself  by punching him
in the eye, rendering him uncon-
scious.  NYPD, EMS, responded,
the former prepared an Incident
Report.  Victim was transported by
EMS to Cornell Hospital Trauma
Center, because he had suffered
severe injuries to his left eye.

Robbery
9/2, hallway, apt., 546 Main St.

Anonymous male in-house, stated
“someone is in the hardware store
bleeding.”  Upon arrival, the two
responding officers saw a male
bleeding from a laceration on his
head.  Victim stated he had been
pistol-whipped, tied up and
robbed.  He also stated he wanted
to buy new locks.  EMS, NYPD and
a supervisor were requested by of-
ficers.  They responded to victim’s
apt. Upon arriving, officers found
it had been ransacked.  Victim stated
that perps had knocked on the door,
upon opening it, perp #1 showed
him a gun, forced him into the bath-
room, tied him up, hit him with the
gun, and kicked him in the face.
Subsequently victim was able to
free himself and to leave the apt.

EMS arrived, victim refused medi-
cal assistance.  NYPD Sgt. and of-
ficer from 114th Pct. arrived, as well
as an Evidence Collection detec-
tive and officer.  Victim stated he
had lost US$180 in cash, and a
US$180 money order.   RIHM super
secured the apt.

Criminal Mischief
9/3, Motorgate, 7d, 688 Main St.

Officer responded to scene, car’s
passenger door’s window was
shattered, there was glass in/out
of the vehicle.  Radio was intact,
could not ascertain if any property
had been removed from car.  Of-
ficer left note for owner and
searched area for perp/additional
damage with negative results.  Sub-
sequently owner in-house, stated
she would contact NYPD directly.

Grand Larceny
9/4, Motorgate, 688 Main St.

Female in-house, stated she had
parked her vehicle at Motorgate
and, upon her return, had found the
car’s door ajar.  She also said the
driver’s-side door lock had been
broken, and one Bell-Atlantic cel-
lular phone valued at US$160 had
been taken.  Victim refused NYPD,
and stated the car’s locks had al-
ready been repaired.

9/15, train en route to Manhat-
tan, Off-Island.  Female in-house,
stated she had boarded the train to
Manhattan, which was very
crowded, to go to Lexington and
63 St.  Upon de-boarding, she no-
ticed her leather back pack had
been cut open.  Her wallet (con-
tents US$20), credit card, history
text book, valued at US$50, and
other misc. items were missing.  Vic-

tim refused NYPD.
Hazardous Condition

9/15, street, 546 Main St.  While
patrolling a male informed officer
that while he was waiting for the
bus, the mirror of a RIOC bus had
almost struck him, due to the fact
that the “Z” bricks were uneven.
PSD Sgt. inspected the area and
confirmed the afore-mentioned.
The uneven surface was the
equivalent of a pothole.  Sgt. also
observed the same condition of the
“Z” bricks in front of pizzeria, fish
store.  Pictures were taken, RIOC
facilities supervisor notified.  Re-
porter also said he did not remem-
ber the number of the RIOC bus.

Unsecured Premises
9/12, RIOC office, 591 Main St.

While on patrol, officer observed
rear office door unlocked.  Other
officers responded, searched the
office, all appeared in order, albeit
there is construction in the office.
Front door was locked; magnetic
device was broken off.  We had no
film in camera.  Most doors were
unlocked including President’s of-
fice.   Additional information:
RIOC’s Access Control Officer had
inadvertently damaged front door’s
magnetic lock while moving a table.
However, front door was securable.

Artist’s conception of the restored Octagon tower
at night (courtesy Becker and Becker)
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fielding parent concerns and rally-
ing parents to get more involved in
the school.  As part of a new City-
wide program, Lorraine Rademaker,
a former secretary at the school,
trained for the new post over the
summer.  “We usually have a big
turnout on Curriculum Night, but
parents don’t come out in full force
for general meetings,” Gregory said.

Eight new teachers will greet par-
ents on Curriculum Night, set for
September 25 at 5:30 p.m., as they
tour classrooms and pore over new
math and literacy programs.  On
board to replace retired colleagues,
the new recruits teach third and
fifth grades, math, literacy, science,
and art.  Two are assigned to spe-
cial education.

The music program is scouting
for new instruments – perhaps
flutes and Chinese chimes – with
Project Arts funding.  Funds from
New York City Council Speaker
Gifford Miller most likely will bol-
ster inquiry-based science projects
(kindergartners hatch butterflies,
then release them outside in a cer-
emony) and class trips.  Middle-
school kids usually journey to
Philadelphia and Washington,
D.C.; the science teacher hopes to
jet a class to Hawaii this year.

The school is veering from the
gifted program for fifth and sixth
graders it had piloted last year.  “We
only have two classes in each
grade, so the other class would
become the ‘not-gifted’ class,” Gre-
gory said.  “That’s not good for the
kids’ self-esteem.”

This year, Gregory’s key cam-
paign is to lure kids to class on time.
“For the school to be successful,
the kids can’t miss a half-hour of
instruction,” she said.  “School
starts at 8:20 a.m.  Some families
tend to be on ‘Roosevelt Island
Time.’  Lorraine will start contact-
ing parents, and will ring doorbells
if she has to.”

PS/IS 217 from page 1

presents a limited edition of two Roosevelt Island postcards

This limited edition set of color postcards is currently available
only through The Main Street WIRE.
(Proceeds benefit The WIRE.)

Sold only in sets:  $8 per set of 20 cards (10 of each), or
$7.50/set for 2 sets or more.

To order, complete form and mail with check or money order
payable to The WIRE.
Send to:

The Main Street WIRE
531 Main Street #413
Rooosevelt Island, NYC NY 10044.

(Orders, addressed to The WIRE, may also be dropped off at the
doorstation at Rivercross, 531 Main Street.)

Questions?  Call (212) 826-9055, but sorry, no telephone or
credit card orders.

No shipping charge on Roosevelt Island.  For buildings with con-
cierge or doorkeeper, your order will be delivered or ready for pick-up
within three days after we receive it.  For pick-up orders, provide a
phone number with an answering machine and/or e-mail address,
and we’ll notify you when your order is ready for pick-up.

How many sets?  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  _____

$8 for one set, $7.50 per set for two sets or more.
For off-Island address, please add shipping charge (see below).

Check or money order enclosed:   $

Name:

Address & apt:

City/ST/zip:

Phones - Day: Evening/weekend:

E-mail address:

Off-Island shipping:
One set, $2; two sets, $3; free for three sets or more.

Cards are
in rich color

on heavy stock,
4.25x6 inches

Celebrate Roosevelt Island!

2002-03 2003-04 Change (%) Turnove

Grades 6-8 314 343 9.2
Lower grades 152 149 -2.0
Teachers 37 37
Aides 3 1 -66.7
Administrators 2 2

Stats

PS/IS 217 Enrollment

As School Revs Up, Smiles, Fascination,
Fun Pervade the Island’s Public School
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Vita from page 1

nesses would get a boost,” Vita
says.  He feels that might help in-
crease spending on the Island and
the Island’s store-fronts might be-
gin to look better.

“Any type of advertising would
help the merchants,” Palermo says.

Vita thinks an electronic ticker –
a miniature Times Square “zipper,”
could be part of the kiosk, adver-
tising Island events ranging from
the movies on Southpoint to bake
sales and music events like RIOC’s
summer concerts on the pier and
weekend jazz at Trellis. “An 8x11
cannot do it all,” Vita says.

In conjunction with the kiosk, a
huge back-lit signboard below the
Tram stop could attract the attention
of pedestrians who might then be
tempted to ride the tram and discover
the Island’s features for themselves.

Another related project Vita is
working on is a CD listing all the
conveniences available on the Is-
land. The CD, says Vita, could be
given to new Island residents as
part of their welcome package.

To create momentum for the
project, Vita has already worked on
drafts of material to be put into the
kiosk. He has pitched the idea to
the current administration at RIOC
and says they “dug” it.

As is the case in all such projects,
the biggest constraint will be fi-
nance.  Palermo and Vita have met
with RIOC on a couple of occasions
to discuss the financing of the
project and have been asked to ap-
ply for grants through the Island’s
Public Purpose Funds.  They are
looking for funding, from the State
and other sources, through the
Chamber of Commerce, which
Palermo heads.  They say they be-
lieve RIOC might also be in a posi-
tion to pitch in with some money.

Vita has worked on an advertise-
ment that could help create some
buzz for the Island. Its tag line:
“Little Island, Big Fun.”

Tony Vita’s Little Island, Big Fun Envisions Use of High-Tech

Vita’s plan includes
possible print
advertising (below)
designed to stimulate
interest in the Island.

Vita’s plan for an electronic kiosk (main menu, above) would offer scrolling text and
historical images (two images directly below) and links to general information (above
right) and a scenic tour composed of fast-changing images (two images below right),
all in color, of course.  Another link goes to a “TramCam” (bottom of page).

Designs and images
Copyright 2003 Tony Vita

The link to the “TramCam” features a live moving image relayed from a camera on a Tram
cabin or tower, a “next trip” schedule, and, for website visitors from afar, weather information.

Tony Vita, right, was
the subject of a

WIRE feature story
in July, 2002.  It is

available on-line at
http://nyc10044.com/wire/

2224/wire2224.html.
Vita currently has an
exhibit of his work in

the Main Street
windows of
Rivercross.
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Fall Semester
Classes Run

Monday, September 22
through Friday, December 19

Music and Rhythm – Monday 9am
Tumbling – Wednesday 9, 10, 11am
New Baby Group – Friday 10:30am

Art and Imagination – Tuesday 9, 10, 11am
Creative Movement – Friday 9:30am

Classes will be filled on a first come,
first served basis

536 Main Street Community Room
behind the Pizza Parlor

Call 212-317-0216 for more information
Brochures available at Public Safety

and the Island Kids room
12-week semester, closed Thanksgiving week.

Come Play With Us!
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in place) the buses would have
shifted their function automatically
and much sooner.  We must work
to get this plan up and running as
soon as possible.

Due to print deadlines I was un-
able to report on the Public Safety
meeting convened by RISK
(Roosevelt Island Safety
Kommittee) and RIOC on Septem-
ber 4.  RIOC has lost much of the
paperwork we gave them in prior
sessions because of the sewage
flood that devastated their lower
offices.  Among those papers was
a Public Safety Mission Statement,
written by former director Peter
Norwood.  We feel that there must
be generally understood proce-
dures and rules for Public Safety,
and that this six-year-old document
is a good place to start.  RIOC Presi-
dent Herb Berman suggested a new
advisory committee, and we re-
minded him that the last Public
Safety Advisory Committee took
2½ years to produce a survey that
never saw the light of day.  There is
deep and knowledgeable experience
in this community on policing mat-
ters, and we want a group convened
that can help set policy and make sure
that it is carried out.  Far too much
time has passed while community
dissatisfaction with Island patrol-
ling has grown exponentially.  We
must work together to set viable
and reasonable parameters.

Speaking of the Blackout, we are
informed that the Westview health
facility, ravaged by the same flood
that wrecked the RIOC offices, will
reopen on Monday, September 22.
This would approximately comply
with Housing Management’s ear-
lier estimate of one month to restore
service.  I truly hope this target date
is real; we’ve been disappointed so
many times before during the two-
year hiatus.

I walked through the facility with
Housing representative Carol da
Silva on the 12th.  Many of the de-
ficiencies from the July opening
have been corrected; there are now
lane markers and ropes and the
plumbing problems in the locker
rooms have been repaired.  The ex-
terminator has visited the premises
with happy results.  However, the
men’s and women’s saunas, reno-
vated for a June launching, have
never opened for business because
they lack the required City licens-
ing.  No one seems to know when
that might be forthcoming, or when
the promised gym equipment or
food-vending machines might ar-
rive.  For myself, I’d be thrilled with
a pool at a comfortable tempera-
ture, well-designated swimming
lanes, and a shower to wash off the
chlorine.  As of today, the day be-
fore a scheduled meeting of the
Westview Pool Committee, I don’t
know when or how the grand re-
opening will be announced.  Keep
in mind that questions about mem-
bership must be addressed to the
Roosevelt Island Housing Man-
agement Corporation (212-838-
4747) and that the facility life-
guards will be available for your
questions, once the pool opens, at
212-644-4165.  The success of
this, the only Roosevelt Island
swimming pool available to all resi-
dents in all seasons, will depend
on your oversight and expectations
of excellence.

The Mayor, in his infinite wis-
dom, has approved the General De-
velopment Plan amendment that
will remove the barriers to the con-
struction of Octagon Park Apart-
ments.  There is State legislation
on the books, the Open Spaces bill
signed into law a year ago that pre-
sumably was to protect our dwin-
dling park space, including Octa-
gon Park, from residential develop-
ment.  Our elected reps have paid

RIRA from page 3 Rumor Control

Al “Grandpa” Lewis OK After Serious Surgeries
Al Lewis wants the world to know

he’s doing well – particularly well,
in fact, for a man in his 90’s who
had three angioplasty procedures,
has spent 20 days in a coma, and
undergone two amputations.

The coma was brought on by the
third angioplasty at Mt. Sinai, which
did not go well, back in June.  An
artery was punctured, there was
bleeding, and blood that pooled in
Lewis’s extremities brought on the
amputation of his right leg below
the knee, and part of his left foot.

He’s in Coler-Goldwater now (at
the Coler campus), preparing for
the hard work of rehabilitation.  His
next assignment, he says, is to learn
to walk.

A rumor swept the Island earlier
this week that Lewis had died.
Wrong.  On Wednesday, after read-
ing a get-well card hand-delivered
from Gristede’s personnel, he gave
a wink and a thumbs-up to The
WIRE’s camera.

lip service to this law, but seem dis-
inclined to demand compliance.
The Octagon project has many
pros and cons, but what is clear is
that we’ve entered a slippery slope
in which any vacant land can be
set up for development by a well-
focused GDP amendment.  If Octa-
gon Park may be built on, why not
Southpoint Park?  We’ve spent the
summer enjoying this new park as
a park, but this is no guarantee that
it will remain a park.

I’ve said it before, if the 35-year-
old GDP has outlived its utility,
change it as a cohesive plan, not
piecemeal.  This is a planned com-
munity, not a neighborhood in
which zoning variances are handed
out like candy to political cronies.
The two things this City desper-
ately needs, always has, is afford-
able housing and parks.  Great vi-
sionaries found a way to incorpo-
rate both on Roosevelt Island and
in a happy balance.  That dream is

being sold for money and for influ-
ence and by people who don’t live
here.  It makes me sick.

Last week we commemorated the
second anniversary of 9/11.  Sev-
eral hundred Island residents came
to the memorial plaque, candles in
hand, to remember.  There were
songs from Sherie Helstien and
Eddie O’Flynn and I spoke briefly,
but from the heart.  We were hon-
ored by the presence of Chief
Spillane of our Special Ops

firehouse and Inspector Barrere of
the 114th Precinct.  We thank them
and their colleagues for joining us,
and for so much more.  Two years
after, it seems likely that the Big
Apple is still squarely in Al
Quaeda’s sights.  In this tiny Is-
land community, and in the larger
ones to our east and west, we must
quietly prepare our contingency
plans and then get on with the busi-
ness of being the Greatest City in
the World.

by Mary Camper-Titsingh
Despite the fact that a leak had caused part of the Library’s ceiling to

fall in, leaving a gaping hole, the final celebration of NYPL’s Summer
Reading Club was a huge success.  Crowded into every nook and cranny
of the tiny library two weeks ago were 102 people, including 73 of the
children who had joined the club in June.  Others in attendance at the
party were proud parents, grandparents and siblings.

The total number of books read by the 142 participants was an impres-
sive 1752.  All of the children received a Certificate of Achievement upon
completing the program, which required the reading, as well as the rating,
of at least one book over the summer months.  The readers’ names are
proudly displayed on a bulletin board in the library. The children could
read any library book they wished, but the library also supplied a list of
suggested books for young readers in pre-Kindergarten to Grade Five
levels.  (Copies of that reading list are still available in the library.)

The Summer Reading Club party began with a delightful puppet show,

Library Jammed for Summer Reading Wrap-Up

“The Frog Prince,” presented by Bob Nathanson.  Later, question-and-
answer games were played to determine the winners of prizes such as
tickets to a Mets game, the Bronx Zoo, and museums, as well as books
and T-shirts.  There was much excitement and anticipation as the chil-
dren waited to see what was in the huge blue Reading Club bags they
received.  They were thrilled with the goodies the bags contained:  crayon
erasers, animal inflatables, paint boxes, finger puppets, posters, stickers,
and tattoos.  Refreshments included two very large and colorfully deco-
rated sheet cakes, drinks, chips and pretzels.

Supervising Branch Librarian Petra Kolokotronis encouraged children
to sign up for the weekly craft programs held every Wednesday at 1:30
p.m., as well as the Reading Aloud programs by Librarian Tom LaSalle
and staff members Sabrina Jesram and Latesha Lee, held every Wednes-
day at 3:00 p.m.

Revised library hours are Monday and Wednesday, 12-8; Thursday,
11-6; Friday, 1-6; Saturday, 10-5; closed Tuesday and Sunday.
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Montauk Credit Union
MCU – Your Financial Neighbor

559 Main Street • Phone 1-212-643-3900  Fax 1-212-588-1123
ALL MEMBER ACCOUNTS INSURED UP TO $100,000 BY THE NCUA

Free checking • Competitive interest on savings accounts
Daily interest on checking with balances over $500

Announcing...

Saturday Hours
That’s right.  We’ve been listening to what the Roosevelt Island community has to
say about its needs in financial services, so we’re adding Saturday morning hours
while keeping the rest of our schedule intact.  Now, the Better Way to Bank isn’t a

bank at all.  It’s your neighborhood Credit Union.

Montauk Hours
Monday-Wednesday & Friday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Doors open until 4:00 for drop-offs

Thursday
Full services 12:00 noon-7:00 p.m.

Doors open until 7:30
Saturday

Full services 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon
ATM 24/7 • NYCE affiliate

1-212-752-1517
At the heart of the community,

next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis:  6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week.  We also deliver.

Pressure
The pressure is on and you can’t
help but feel it in the air.  We all

have to move just a little faster, plan
just a little better, and think just a

little farther ahead.  It’s called Fall.
For almost everybody, it’s the start
of the busy season.  At Trellis, we’re

ready to help you handle all the
extra demands by relieving you of

meal preparation.  Join us.
See you at Trellis...

Lunch buffet Mon-Sat 11:30-4:00 $6.99
Open for Dinner 4:00 PM to 5:00 AM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

SOME OF OUR SPECIALTIES
ALL CURRIES AND VEGETABLES DISHES SERVED WITH RICE OR NAAN

Chicken Tikka Masala boneless 7.99
Goat or Lamb Curry 7.99
Chicken or Vegetable Biryani 7.99

WE SPECIALIZE IN VEGETABLE DISHES   5.99
Spinach, Black Lentils, Chick-Peas, etc.

All cooked with Indian Spices to your Taste

  PUNJABI TANDOOR
Chicken Tikka 7.99
Seekh Kabab 4.99
Tandoori Fish 9.99

FREE DELIVERY MOST NIGHTS
on orders $15 and over
4:00 PM to 8:00 PM

13-15 43rd Avenue – off 21st Street

1-718-784-7444

43 AVE
DINER

INDIAN CUISINE

Hooray!  An awesome PIANO teacher
just moved into your neighborhood!

LOTS OF

EXPERIENCE

AND REFERENCES

1-646-221-8867

I teach private music lessons in

PIANO, SAXOPHONE, FLUTE,

and CLARINET to all ages

(and I’m excellent with kids!).

License #730671
Credit Cards Accepted

Sales & Service
Est. 1961 CHRIS TV

Repair Service Center
TV-VCR-STEREO-CD-PROJECTION TV-CAMCORDERS and more...

1-718-392-7444
Free Estimates in Shop.

Pickup & Delivery with Repair
In-Home Service

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 9-7
Sat. 9-6

21-16 36th Av.
LIC, NY 11106
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Th 8/14, 4:12 p.m.
Power fails

4:15 Roosevelt Island Housing Management Corporation (RIHMC) Superintendent Charles Abdul
and Public Safety Department (PSD) Deputy Director Rene Bryan begin to mobilize staff to
discuss procedures and strategy.

4:19 Nine members of the RIHMC maintenance staff are sent to buildings to turn off master power.
As it becomes apparent the power outage will continue, additional members of the maintenance
staff report for work; they eventually total 15.

4:25 Maintenance staff checks elevators, finds that Eastwood has 6 passengers stuck in 6 cabs; 1 is
stuck in Island House; none in Westview.  FDNY Special Operations firefighters, RIHMC
maintenance staff, and PSD officers remove the last passenger by about 6:00 p.m.

4:40 RIHMC brings gasoline-powered generators from basements, including one to power the
communications repeater on the Eastwood roof.

5:00 Housing Management’s radios are gathered.  Some are issued to Public Safety.

5:05 Housing Management staff completes setting up community rooms with generator-powered air
conditioning and communications.  Water is available in the rooms.

6:30 Generators are set up on Main Street at Island House, Eastwood, and Westview, to power air
conditoning and lighting in lobby areas; on Main Street to re-charge radios and cell phones;
and to provide lighting in the Public Safety office.

7:15 Generators are used on Main Street to power RIHMC emergency floodlights.

7:40 RIHMC Superintendents ask RIOC for gasoline for generators.  Because the gas pump is
electric-powered and there is no provision for manual pumping, gasoline is siphoned from the
tanks of RIOC trucks.

8:30 Housing Management lends a generator to Manhattan Park.

Mike Acevedo of the Coler-Goldwater staff arranges bus transportation and accommodations at
Goldwater for some disabled residents

Friday morning

3:00 RIHMC refills generator gasoline tanks to power lights on Main Street throughout the night.

6:00 RIHMC maintenance staff discovers that sewage pumps are not working.  At 625 Main Street
(Westview), water and sewage is backing up into the basement and swimming pool.  RIHMC is
later cited by the Department of Environmental Protection for pumping sewage into the
Westview courtyard and, later, into a storm drain.  Doryne Isley later tells The WIRE that
electrical facilities in Westview were “within an inch” of suffering long-term damage, but were
saved by the emergency pumping.

8:00 RIHMC supplies a generator to power Public Safety’s communications repeater.

9:00 An RIHMC generator is supplied to Trellis.

11:30 A RIOC generator becomes available to power PSD communications.

Friday afternoon

3:00 Sari Dickson of RIOC phones RIHMC General Manager Doryne Isley to inform her that
sewage is leaking into RIOC’s basement offices.

3:26 Power returns to Manhattan Park buildings.

3:30 Power begins to return but, because of basement flooding threatening power distribution
equipment, Westview power remains off until midnight

4:12 With the power failure, Public Safety radios and telephones go out of service.

4:40 Public Safety Officers begin door-to-door canvass of residents who are on electric life support
systems to determine how long their battery power will last.  After elevator rescues are
completed, they are joined by RIHMC Maintenance staff.

Water continues gravity flow to many apartments below the 7th floor, though all water
pressure is lost at Manhattan Park.

Gristede’s closes.

4:45 Eastwood Resident Joyce Mincheff and Island House resident Isabel Bartley set up a table
outside Good Shepherd Chapel with water, fruit, and a radio supplied by Jamie (last name
unknown).  Using chairs from Good Shepherd (and later, Trellis’s outdoor seating), residents
gather around.  Mincheff solicits merchant donations and gets fruit from the fish store.

5:30 By now, residents are arriving on the Queens side of the 59th Street Bridge (some having
hitched rides), looking for Red Bus service; there is none.

Joann Grimm and some other residents start an automobile shuttle service from the
Queensboro Bridge to the Island.

5:30 Later reports disagree on what RIOC staff members remained on Roosevelt Island.
Confirmed:  President Herb Berman stayed until after dark; Sari Dickson remained until late in
the evening.  Staff attorney Kenneth Leitner and Public Information Officer John Melia were
present until near 7:15 or later.

5:45 RIOC Board resident member Mark Ponton, noticing that Red Bus service is still running its
Main Street route, empty of passengers, proposes to RIOC personnel (Sari Dickson and
Kenneth Leitner) that a bus be sent to pick up residents coming over the Queensboro Bridge.
Discussions ensue.

6:15 The pizza parlor donates a supply of ice cream, which is made available to residents on the
street.

7:15 A Red Bus leaves the Island with RIOC’s bus supervisor and RIOC Board member Ponton to
pick up residents at the Queens end of the 59th Street Bridge.  The service continues into the
night.*

8:00 Jim Luce and other residents, along with Public Safety Officers, use flashlights and lanterns to
assist seniors climbing stairs in Eastwood.

8:45 Sharon Bermon provides candles to help light a dark Public Safety Office.

Friday

The Deli opens at its side door to sell batteries and other supplies

2:00 By this time, RIOC offices (which are dark and, in the basement, beginning to smell of
sewage), are empty.  Staffer John Hart, who is handling visitors and fielding questions, says
that about five staff members are on-Island on the move or at various locations.

Water is flowing and available at the Community Gardens.

Some residents, with an unexpected day off, show up at the Manhattan Park swimming pool,
only to find that it is closed.

Outside Trellis, the community gathering continues.  Trellis is closed but serving drinks and
sandwiches through two open windows.

Business is brisk at the pizza parlor, where gas ovens are ablaze.

4:00 Tram service resumes (approximate time).

*Later, there is a disagreement:  Ponton says the initial bus trip had the approval of RIOC staff attorney
Kenneth Leitner and Public Safety Deputy Chief Rene Bryan.  RIOC Public Information Officer later told
The WIRE that no permission was given, and that Red Buses are not insured for off-Island trips
(possibly including trips made over the past many years).  In an appearance before the Residents
Association Common Council, without naming either party, RIOC President Herbert E. Berman said
Ponton was “abusive” toward RIOC staffer Sari Dickson in demanding residents be picked up in
Queens.  Berman also expressed doubt about sending buses.  (Dickson refuses comment; Ponton
denies abuse; as of press time, Melia had not provided the promised proof of the insurance status.)

8/14/03
11:15

The August 14 Blackout provided a case study of Roosevelt Island’s pre-
paredness for an emergency, and potentially a road map for better pre-
paredness in the future.  With that in mind, shortly after August 14, The WIRE
asked representatives of several Island entities for contributions to this
chronology.  In our last issue, we also called for summaries of what hap-
pened when.  Housing Management provided a thorough response.  Sari
Dickson of RIOC responded by indicating only that RIOC “swung into action”
when the Blackout hit.  RIOC President Herbert E. Berman later told the
Residents Association Common Council that he was proud of how RIOC
and other Island entities responded to the power outage; he also said RIOC
had started a process of examination of its response to discover what worked
and what didn’t work.  Public Safety Deputy Chief Rene Bryan initially agreed
to provide information for this timeline, but later failed to respond to a re-
peated request for data.  Several residents responded and, where appropri-
ate, their contributions are included here.  In general, Housing Management
activities, which were extensive, appear on the right side of this page; other
activities appear on the left side.  The WIRE will update this chronology on
Website NYC10044 (http://nyc10044.com) as additional information is provided.

Blackout 8/14:  A Timeline
Were We Ready?
Who Did What, and When?
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Jack Resnick, M.D.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP

Specialist in Adult Medicine

1-212-
832-2310

501 Main Street
Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044

Health Plans Accepted
Aetna/USHealthcare
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNA  GHI  HIP

Multiplan
Oxford

United Healthcare
Medicare

House Calls

For the frail elderly
and the homebound

Taboo
Gallery RIVAA

Wednesdays & Fridays, 6-9;

Saturdays & Sundays, 11-5

through October 26

527 Main Street

212-308-6630

Roosevelt Island Visual Art Association

Ad

JOLSON’S
WINES & LIQUORS

Free Delivery to Roosevelt Island

Gift wrapping available

All major credit cards accepted

Prices valid through October 15, 2003

22-24 31st Street, Astoria

1-718-728-2020

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.
Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist

501 Main Street • Roosevelt Island • 1-212-753-5505

Don’t wait until the last minute.
Schedule your child’s school physical now.

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday • 9 a.m. -12 noon

Tuesday • 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday • 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.

We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Classified
50¢/word • 1-212-751-8214

Deadline for October 11 issue:  October 7

ELDER LAW – Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters, Estate
Planning, and Living Wills.  Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington Avenue, New
York, NY.  1-212-754-9117.

LOOKING FOR A BABYSITTER?  CAll Adama Konte at 1-212-371-3273.  I live at
Island House.  Kids from 1 to 5 years old welcome.

COMPUTER problems/consultations 1-917-916-5306.

AMERICAN APPLIANCE SERVICE – Installations and Repairs on refrigeration, central
air, A/Cs, washers, dryers, dishwashers, stoves.  Insured, licensed, both commercial
and residential.  $16.00 off on repairs.  1-718-352-4600, 1-516-352-4600.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE – Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes.    1-212-371-4449.  Unique or period clothing & furniture gladly
accepted.

IMAN, Florie Roberts, Interface cosmetics representative – Ms. Zenab.  1-971-822-0400.

DAISY DOODLE – Magic Shows, Dance Parties, Disney, Toddlers, Princess, Pirate,
Barbie, Harry Potter, balloons, facepainting, crafts, holiday shows. 1-212-501-4828.  [12/03]

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist – Island resident Diana
Brill.  Gift certificates available.  1-212-759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING – Prompt service.  1-212-935-7510.  Beeper
1-917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING – $75.  Prompt.  Formerly with Steinway.  Ben Treuhaft.
1-212-505-3173.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE – Dolores Green.  1-212-223-4077.

NOTARY PUBLIC –  1-212-935-7534.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR – Excellent Island references, fully insured.
Free estimate.  1-212-751-8214.

CAT-SITTER – VACATION IN PEACE – Will feed and play with your cat, water your
plants, pick up your mail, etc.  1-212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS – Color Views of Tram and Lighthouse Park;
sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15.  Check payable to The WIRE to 531
Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail address (if available).  Questions:
1-212-826-9055.  Sorry, no phone or credit card orders.

APARTMENT SUBLET AVAILABLE – Union Square area, very large, sunny, L-shaped
studio available for a year, give or take a month or two, starting December.  $2,000/
month.  Fully-furnished (queen-size bed plus two couches, TV, VCR), full service,
24-hour doorkeeper.  Contact owner at ffandco@aol.com by e-mail.
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LIFE GETS EASIER IN MANHATTAN!

Is Bringing You...

Coming In October!*

GGGRRIISSTTEEDDEESS

GRISTEDES Wants You!
We Will NOT Be Undersold!
Show Us Your Receipt From FreshDirect.com or Dagnyc.com With A
Lower Price And We Will Give You Double The Difference Back!!*

FREE $50.00 Worth of Groceries
Simply For Shopping With
XPRESSGROCER.COM*

•  Free Delivery For Orders
Over $100*

•  Same Day Delivery*
•  Delivery Available 7 Days

A Week
•  Name Brands For Less

(Boar’s Head, etc.)
•  Largest Selection - Over 

50,000 Items!

•  GRISTEDES Quality & Value
For Over 100 Years

•  Coupons Accepted
•  Large Selection Of Nonfoods
•  Full Service Pharmacy*
•  Large Kosher &

International Selections
•  Large Import & Domestic

Beer Selections

Relax! Let The Experts At GRISTEDES Do The Shopping
For You - A Name You’ve Trusted For Over 100 Years!

* See Web Site For Details: XPRESSGROCER.COM or GRISTEDES.COM

XPRESSGROCER.COM


