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Rose Window Returns A team from Gil Studio reinstalled the Rose
Window at the west end of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd this week
to complete a round of renovation work on the historic structure. More
photos, in color, with this issue of The WIRE on Website NYC10044 at

http://nyc10044.com.

The Common Council of the
Roosevelt Island Residents Asso-
ciation (RIRA) will become an all-
elected body if a revised constitu-
tion is passed a month from now
by a community Town Meeting
quorum of 100 or more residents.
In last week’s meeting, the Council
voted 16 to 4, with 1 abstention, to
refer the new document to the com-
munity.

The current constitution of the
residents’ organization, in force
since 1991, has places at the Com-
mon Council table for a variety of
non-elected positions — the ap-
pointed representatives to Commu-
nity Board 8, Governor-appointed
residents on the Board of Directors
of the Roosevelt Island Operating
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Saga-Like, a Resident Effort on
Public Safety Goes On and On

by Dick Lutz

It’s perennial, abiding, immutable, everlasting:
Roosevelt Island’s Public Safety Department (PSD)
occupies a special place in the heart and gut of resi-
dent leadership as a focus for complaints and demands
for better service — perhaps even more embedded in
the community’s political culture than charges of hap-
hazard development and worries about creeping dete-
rioration.

Try to count the efforts to do something, just do
something about Public Safety or public safety (the
department, capitalized, or the goal, generic) over the
years and it’s hard to distinguish where one ends and
the next begins, and humankind has no system of enu-
meration that will suffice.

For about a year, give or take, another effort called
RISK has been the vehicle of resident efforts to do
something, just do something. That’s the Roosevelt
Island (RI) Safety Kommittee (SK), headed by
Eastwood residents Byron Gaspard and Nellie Velez.
As Gaspard put it in a meeting this week, “an organi-
zation that was put together to unify all the task forces
of this community in one effort, and that is to deal
with the safety issues — the public safety of Roosevelt
Island.”

There is no figurative nutshell that will contain all
the gripes, but they range from lack of contracted in-
terior vertical patrols through alleged blindness at
drug dealing, from failure to keep reliable statistics to
ineffective leadership, from crony-driven recruitment
through sleeping on the job.

This week’s meeting brought in representatives of
Carolyn Maloney, Member of Congress; Alan Hevesi,
State Controller; William Thompson, City Controller;
Pete Grannis, Assemblymember; C. Virginia Fields, Bor-
ough President; and Gifford Miller, Speaker of the City
Council; along with Dan Quart, representing Commu-

nity Board 8. Many had been present before, or their
colleagues had been, to listen to a plea for more polic-
ing by NYPD, radical surgery on PSD, and the calls to
do something.

The Island voices ranged from plaintive to strident:

Ron Schuppert, a member of the Rivercross Board:
“I’m appalled at the nepotism, the way people are re-
cruited, the way people are not trained, and the fact
that if anything goes wrong on the street, nothing is
ever done about it. The supervision is not there; the
head of Public Safety, Mr. Fry, only comes out of his
office to play the lottery, or brown-nose at the RIOC
offices. There is no supervision. Some of the people
they have are actually trying to do their job, [but]
they’re getting no back-up. In fact, if they give a sum-
mons to the wrong person, they’re either fired or rep-
rimanded. This thing has gone far beyond us trying
to correct it. It needs to be torn out at the roots and
started over.”

Matthew Katz, president of the Residents Associa-
tion: “I’ve seen a Public Safety force, for which the
residents of this Island pay a considerable amount of
money, which has particular responsibilities within
each building that have not been defined on paper,
and have not been actually produced, and I think these
need to be dealt with and dealt with now.”

See Public Safety, page 8

Briefly...

A soccer reunion is in the works for all former
Roosevelt Island soccer players who played or had an
affiliation with The Strikers, the Island’s traveling team.
It’s slated for Sunday, June 13, at noon, at Octagon
Park. Contact for those wishing to attend is
mliss@trammellcrow.com.

Corporation (RIOC), and appointed
representatives of the Roosevelt
Island Council of Organizations
(RICO), which has been mostly in-
active for several years.

The new constitution also breaks
out operational rules and proce-
dures into a set of bylaws, which
the Council approved unani-
mously. Both documents are pub-
lished in this issue of The WIRE,
starting on page 5. RIRA is recog-
nized by the State Divison of Hous-
ing and Community Renewal
(DHCR) as the official voice of resi-
dents of the Island.

The two-document approach to
the governing documents is in-
tended to provide for easier
changes by a Common Council
vote, rather than requiring the con-
vening of a Town Meeting for
changes favored by all, such as a
new provision giving representa-
tion on the Common Council to the
new buildings in Southtown. The
new bylaws give 465 and 475 Main
Street a total of three representa-
tives, proportional to the Island’s
older buildings. The total number
of delegates is 31, with the pre-
Southtown buildings represented
by the same numbers of delegates
as they had under the old constitu-
tion:

District Members

546 Main Street in Eastwood 2
Rest of Eastwood 7
2 River Road 1
4 River Road 1
10,20,30,and 40 River Road 8
Westview 3
Island House 3
Rivercross 3
465 and 475 Main Street 3

If the Town Meeting called for
June 15 does not attract a quorum
of 100 or more residents, as re-
quired in the current constitution,
the documents’ approval will revert
to a vote of the Common Council.
Last week’s approval vote of 80%
suggests that a two-thirds approval
vote should not be difficult. The
Common Council meets the first
Wednesday of every month at 8:00
p.m., in the Chapel of the Good
Shepherd, but normally has
skipped July and August meetings.

Other changes in the new con-
stitution, as summarized by RIRA
First Vice President Steve Marcus,
who headed the rewriting effort, in-
clude these:

* Moving from one voting dis-

Revision of RIRA Constitution
Makes It an All-Elected Body

trict to another will not cause loss
of a Councilmember’s voting rights.
With Councilors elected for two
years, Councils have lost several
members in the past because of
moves from one building to an-
other.

* Rules have been set up for the
filling of Council “alternate” posi-
tions. Losing candidates for Coun-
cil positions have held the alter-
nate positions, seated and voting
at Council meetings when election
winners are not present, but the old
constitution has had no provision
for appointing alternates when the
pool is depleted or when it is non-
existent by virtue of members hav-
ing run unopposed.

» Committees of the Council have
been restructured, and now include:

Communication

Government Relations

Housing

Planning [including Energy]

Island Services [including Trans-
portation, but excluding Public
Safety]

Legal Action (new)

Public Safety (new)

Social, Cultural and Educational
Services

» Language governing Council
elections has been removed from
the constitution, and it’s expected
that an Election Committee will for-
mulate rules for the November,
2004, election in the Fall. The 2000
campaign became controversial
when questions arose about do-
nated materials and services and
how they should be counted
against a candidate’s allowed ex-
penditures.

The sole exception to the “all-
elected” Common Council is the
position of RIRA treasurer, which
can be filled by a non-elected Is-
lander under certain circum-
stances.

Marcus told The WIRE, “I am
pleased the RIRA Common Coun-
cil has overwhelmingly approved
changes to our Constitution and
has adopted operational bylaws as
well. The current constitution is
over 13 years old and has numer-
ous inadequacies that have been a
distraction and hindrance to the
Common Council. I hope that all
residents will support these
changes at the upcoming Town
Meeting as a means by which RIRA
can more effectively work to serve
the community.”
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The Editorial Page

Still No Emergency Plan?

Perhaps it’s good that The WIRE has waited until now to
comment on the meeting RIOC held in April, which was expected
to lay out the particulars of plans required to deal with emergen-
cies and disasters affecting the Island. There wasn’t the space
last issue, but it also seemed reasonable to give RIOC time to
recover. After all, the meeting had been billed as Roosevelt Is-
land-specific, but it wasn’t. It was clear that, in the months
since last summer’s Blackout, RIOC had done precious little to
prepare for another such occurrence — or some other disaster.

RIOC brought in representatives of State and City Offices of
Emergency Planning. They talked about avoiding carbon mon-
oxide accumulation in closed garages and who has responsibility
for dealing with forest fires in the Adirondacks. But nothing
specific to the special problems of Roosevelt Island, where the
wrong kind of disaster could leave us cut off from emergency
services, medical assistance, and transportation for evacuation.

Perhaps it’s good that we waited, for Thursday night at the
RIOC Board meeting, resident Board member Patrick Stewart
took it upon himself to lecture Residents Association President
Matthew Katz, the current president of RIRA, suggesting that
outraged residents expressed themselves inappropriately at the
emergency plan meeting. Stewart seemed to be saying Katz
should take on the job of keeping residents from expressing their
profound frustration and disappointment at attending a meeting
advertised as Roosevelt Island-specific, only to be shown tables of
organization for State agencies.

But Katz calmly asked the right questions: “Perhaps the
kind of planning that is necessary really needs to be done here,”
he suggested gently, tactfully failing to mention that it’s been
eight months since the Blackout and the promise of an emer-
gency plan for the Island. “I think that there’s some planning
that might be done,” he continued, and then came the questions
to which all Islanders should have answers: “If there’s a Black-
out during extreme weather, we’ve been told that there’s a high
school at Broadway and 21 Street in Astoria to provide services
to this area. How are people going to get there? Will the Red
Buses be used? Can the Red Buses be used in Queens? Can they
go over the 59 Street Bridge to Manhattan? Where will the Red
Buses pick people up? Can we provide a heating or cooling facil-
ity on the Island? Where should that be? Should it be the school?
What kind of arrangements need to be made with the school?”

Katz further pointed out that emergency service access is via
a lift bridge, and asked whether arrangements exist to operate
the bridge manually if a power emergency hits while the bridge
1s up. “These are questions that need to be answered, and those
answers shared with the people of this community,” he concluded.

Indeed. And the answers should have been part of that meet-
ing back in April. They were not, and few are apparently avail-
able now. It means, among other things, that more time will
pass before this Island is genuinely prepared for a repeat of last
summer’s Blackout, let along something more serious.

So RIOC Board members can save their lectures on how resi-
dents should behave at bait-and-switch meetings where
officialdom passes off a display of organizational charts as Is-
land-specific emergency planning information. And RIOC should
get on with its proper governmental function — of making the
plans necessary for this community’s next emergency.
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Leaving home is never easy. Home is what
Roosevelt Island has been to us for the better part of

the past decade.
When we moved here
from across the
Queensboro
Bridge, we won-
dered what all
the talk about
the “commu-

into us.

We now understand what being a member of this
extended family is. Itis saying “Hi” to every second
person on Main Street because they are your neigh-

bors, your children’s classmates
and teachers, your store-keepers,
your handyworkers, your students,
the folks at the post office, the li-
brarians, the patients at the two
hospitals, the Tram operators, and
the so-called community “leaders.”
More often than not, they wear more
hats than one, or play different roles
at different times!

It is getting involved in the
myriad community events, it is com-
ing out on Roosevelt Island Day
and the Halloween Parade to see all
the kids enjoy games and activities,
it is protesting ill-planned bus
schedules and gettmg together in

times of grief. It is writing letters to 7 he WIRE and
sticking up notices on concrete pillars to reach out to

everyone.

It is all that — and more. It is belonging to a unique

island
observer

nity” was. Then, as we became a part of it, it seeped

had. Itis being able to call people at short notice and
knowing they will help you because that’s how people

in a community are.
It is being a part of the wonder that this Island is,

this group of people from so many countries and back-
grounds that meeting a Mongolian or a Rwandan or
an Australian or a Korean does not mean having to
make a trip. Just knock on your neighbor’s door and
you’ll be meeting someone from a different culture, a

different nation, a different demographic.

Dhruv, my son, now five, came to 40 River Road as

a two-day-old baby. This is where he learned how to

walk, how to play in the sand pit, and how to say
“hello” in six different languages. At Island Kids and
at The Roosevelt Island Day Nursery, he learned that

= being different just means being
s |

special and that everyone on the
Island is just that: very, very
special.

In his class right now, there
are children from no fewer than
15 different countries — where
else would you find that within
two blocks of your home?

So, it’s hard to leave. I’ve
been away for a brief period, so
I know how much we’ll miss the
joy of being a part of this com-
munity. And yet, we are going
just two hours north to central
Connecticut, not as far as
Y Slovenia or Shanghai, where

friends from my Mother and Baby Group have gone.
Our dream is that when our babies from five years

ago are ten years old, we will all re-group on the Is-

place. It is having more friends than you knew you

The WIRE

land. See you then!

Anusha Shrivastava

...needs reporters

and feature writers.
Call Dick Lutz at 212-826-9055

To the Editor:

It is so depressing to see the state
of the semicircular white bench at
the southern end of the park along
River Road. One part of it had been
ripped off weeks ago. Now the
other side is also missing. It is not
clear if it is due to vandalism or just
sheer decay and neglect. Now that
the good season is here and it is
such a pleasure to sit outside, we
hope something will quickly be
done to restore that bench for the
joy of Islanders and visitors.

Gabriella Toresini

To the Editor:

It was two years ago that my wife
and I moved from Roosevelt Island.
We had lived there for about ten
years. During that time the need to
have the MetroCard as part of the
Tram operation became more appar-
ent with every passing day. This
past weekend I returned to the Is-
land, not only for a visit, but to help
in the distribution of The WIRE. It
was a pleasure to be able to swipe
my MetroCard and ride the Tram. I
want to say that Mathew Katz,
RIRA President, deserves all my
thanks and those of all the Island
residents for his hard work and per-
sistence in seeing this happen.
From my point of view he should
have, in his honor, a free MetroCard
for life. Thank you, Matt, for help-
ing to make the quality of life just a
little bit better for Roosevelt Island-
ers.

George and Margery Rubin

At press time, the

Public Safety Blotter

for May 1-15 had not yet
been received.

It is expected

soon, and will be posted on
Website NYC10044 at
nyc10044.com/wire/2417/blot2417 .html.

Letters

To the Editor:

I would like to add my “Amen”
to the letter submitted by John
Hafner published in the May 1 edi-
tion of The Main Street WIRE. 1,
too, was maltreated, verbally
abused, and inconvenienced by
Platzer Productions in the filming
of Dark Water.

I think we need answers to the
problems this production has
caused for the residents of
Roosevelt Island and what RIOC
and the production company in-
tend to do to assuage the insults,
verbal and otherwise, inflicted on
us; namely:

1. The inability of the residents
of 540 Main St. to enter or leave
their building, pick up their mail or
use the intercom system.

2. The halting of pedestrian and
vehicular traffic on Main Street
during the morning and evening
rush hours.

3. The “coning off” of all the
parking spaces on Main Street be-
tween the Deli and the Church for
the use of the production
company’s personal vehicles.

4. The parking of production
company’s vehicles (including
tractor-trailer trucks) in bus stops
and in front of fire hydrants.

5. The absolute audacity and
rudeness of the personnel of
Platzer Productions to both the resi-
dents and Public Safety Officers.

6. The filming with bright lights
and “rain” until 3:00 a.m. on a Fri-
day night/Saturday morning.

7. The loss of TV reception to
residents hooked up to the master
antenna; the production company
took down one of the antennae and
placed a “phony water tower” on
the roof of 540 Main Street, block-
ing reception. It has not been rem-
edied as of this date.

8. The interruption of service on
the Tram and, by the way, the sub-
way service to and from Roosevelt
Island on several occasions.

We need this production com-
pany to contribute money to the
Island’s capital needs for their privi-
lege of using and abusing our Is-
land. We need, desperately, to
have our sidewalks and Main Street
roadway repaired. The buildings
on Main Street need to be “power-
washed” and possibly re-pointed.
The windows that front on Main
Street need to be washed, by use
of a scaffold system. The stores
on Main Street could use beautifi-
cation, awnings, etc. And all the
empty stores need to be leased by
entities that provide services the
Island requires and desires.

Maybe next time, the residents
will be consulted; one can only
hope.

Mary Anne Kennedy

Letters deadline for May 29
issue: Tuesday, May 25

After deadline, letters are considered
on a space-available basis.

Letters Policy

The WIRE welcomes letters to the editor, to the community, and to/from officials.

Publi-

cation on a Name Withheld basis will be considered, but the writer's name, address, and
phone number must be provided for verification and for our records; letters submitted
anonymously are not considered for publication.

Preferred form of submission: E-mail to Letters@MainStreetWIRE.com (plaintext
e-mail format preferred, or attach a file created using any common wordprocessing software,
but no MSWord files containing macros), or on a PC-standard 3.5" disk left at the desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE. Alternatives: Typed copy left at 531 Main Street or
faxed to 212-755-2540. Clearly handwritten letters will be considered if brief, but we are not
able to take telephone dictation of letters. Letters subject to acceptance and to possible
editing for length and clarity. Recommended maximum length, 300 words; longer letters
will be considered if their content merits the required space.



Welcome to summer! It seems like this is going to
be another year where we skip spring and move right
into summer. [ am happy to announce that some
plantings have started to mark this occasion and more
will continue as the season progresses. As sad as |
am to see the cherry blossoms fall, I am looking for-

ward to my first full summer on the Island.

As promised, I have a total amount of the charges

to Dark Water for

their filming on the

The Island. (Please

note that this only

includes the permit

RIOC amounts and does

not include the

amounts paid to

CO I u m n commercial tenants,

individuals  or

building manage-

ment.) That amount is $66,703, including reimburse-

ment for any damages. While the majority of this is

put into the general operating budget to pay for Is-

land upkeep, some of it is being set aside for new

planters and plantings. Ilook forward to being able to

do other special projects as additional filming projects
become available.

Now that the elevator at the Tram has been opera-
tional for a somewhat extended period of time, I am
focusing fully on the elevators at Motorgate. We have
received a report from an elevator consultant, and un-
fortunately the news was not great. The consultant is
now helping us to set the scope of work to be bid by
elevator contractors. This is a somewhat long pro-
cess.

The good news is that once the process is complete
the elevators will be fully operational. This is not a
repair job, but rather a major renovation. I am looking
forward to finally having all of the elevators on the
Island working at the same time!
As I announced in my last column, we are going to

have a transportation and event hotline set up in the
very near future. I will announce the phone number
before the next column by posting signs on the kiosks
and in the buses. [ will also give copies to each of the
buildings. I will also print the number in my next col-
umn. We invite everyone to call to get updates on
Island events as well.

One of the first events that we will announce on the
transportation and event hotline is Roosevelt Island
Day. I am looking forward to my first one and have
already reached out to some government agencies to
ask if they will set up some information booths for
Island residents. I will also keep you posted on this.

. ’ From what [ under-
stand from the
event’s organizers,
this is going to be
one of the, if not
the, best ever.

Finally, I am
happy to say that
the first phase of
work will soon be-
gin on Blackwell
House. This phase
includes items that
will prevent further
damage to the
building. For ex-
ample, the roof and
drainage areas will
both be improved.
The landmarks on
the Island are such
an important part of
the community, and I am committed to working on
their preservation.

I hope that everyone is enjoying the beautiful
weather. I am constantly amazed by the beauty of the
Island.

Herbert E. Berman, President
Roosevelt Island Operating Corp.
e-mail: HBerman@rioc.com

In my April 17 column I spoke of an extraordinary
task that RIRA was undertaking to create a new con-
stitution for our organization and also bylaws that
could be modified to respond to the current needs of
the Common Council. Heretofore, the stand-alone
constitution could only be changed through a cum-
bersome process requiring a two-thirds majority vote
by the Council and a simple majority from a quorum of
100 RIRA members at a Town Meeting. This was so
daunting an exercise that the constitution hadn’t been
successfully amended since 1991.

Well, we’ve done it! At the May 5 meeting, the

Common Council
gave a two-thirds

The majority vote to

RIRA

Column

both the modified
constitution and
the new bylaws
that had been writ-
ten, debated, and
recommended to
them by a constitu-
tional committee
chaired by First Vice President Steve Marcus. The
next and final step belongs to you, the members of
RIRA. A quorum of 100 voting RIRA members must
ratify the new constitution at a Town Meeting. A fail-
ure to obtain a quorum will require the final vote to
return to the Common Council. The present constitu-
tion requires us to provide 30 days notice of a Town
Meeting with copies of the new constitution made
available at least 20 days prior. This issue of The
Main Street WIRE will begin that process with official
notification and reproduction of the new rules. Addi-
tional signage and additional copies of the new con-
stitution and bylaws will be provided at the Library, at
other Island locations, and on demand. This is your
opportunity to learn how your Residents Association
functions and to play a crucial role in its future. The
Town Meeting has been called for Tuesday, June 15,
at 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Please
be there, well versed in the details of these two new
documents and ready to ratify them.

The reason for the exercise was in the practical ap-
plication of the old constitution. In many ways, it was
ambiguous and even contradictory. Also, RIRA’s
needs and practices have changed in the decades since
the constitution was penned, and this essential
rulebook had simply not kept up with the times. In
addition, the law of unintended consequences had
reared its ugly head by virtue of constitutional re-
quirements that made our jobs as volunteers and civic
leaders harder than necessary. To increase our effec-
tiveness, we needed a user-friendly set of rules.

Three years ago, shortly after | was elected to my
first term as RIRA president, I asked the Common Coun-
cil to consider about a dozen amendments to the con-
stitution. My timing and methodology were faulty;
that Council, Class of 2000, could not agree on appro-
priate language and a six-month effort came to naught.
Steve realized that, without the separate bylaws that
most small societies use, the constitution would re-

main cumbersome. And, here we are!

Steve Marcus convened a series of committee meet-
ings in March and April with additional debate con-
ducted on-line. It has been a fascinating and exhaust-
ing process and one that I wouldn’t have missed for
anything. My thanks to the Council Members who
made it happen, especially Doris Speer, Esq., Karen
and Patrick Stewart, Mark Chipman, Lynn Chambers,
Nurit Marcus, Sherie Helstien, Margie Smith, Vicki
Feinmel, Frank Farance, Kasha Edelman, Deirdre
Breslin, Byron and Margaret Gaspard, Joan
Christianson, and James Whalen. And thanks to the
Common Council, Class of 2002, that endorsed this
committee’s work with their vote of confidence.

While we’re on the subject of the law of unintended
consequences, you may recall my discussion of the
Island’s Dark Water film expenence in my last col-

o ’ umn. I’ve been in
touch with Lauri
Pitkus, location
manager for Platzer
Productions. She
has not been able
to confirm our dis-
cussions of special
screenings of Dark
Water or other films
for Island resi-
dents, but we are
pursuing that pos-
sibility. However,
she offered me a
check for $2,000 to
be applied to your
RIRA general trea-
sury and has al-
ready made good
on her promise!
This generous gift will help defray the costs of the
free breakfast on Roosevelt Island Day, the required
notifications and publicity for the constitutional Town
Meeting, and the many other civic and social events
that RIRA intends to provide the community. We must
have made a good impression on the film folk; Ms.
Pitkus intends to revisit us on Roosevelt Island Day
and to bring her kids. Should you run into her on
June 12, please thank her for supporting your Resi-
dents Association.

I read with interest, as I’m sure you did, the account
in the May 1 WIRE of the exchange between resident
RIOC Board members, David Kraut and Patrick Stewart
on the question of the privatization of Island House
and Westview. I won’t address the legal and ethical
considerations of a Board member’s recusing himself
on matters involving his own building because of a
potential conflict of interest. I’m not conversant with
New York State’s requirements on these issues and
each of us must act according to his own lights.

I must take exception to Director Stewart’s state-
ment, “If it’s a building-specific issue, which in this
case is the privatization of these buildings, which I

See Katz, page 8

vy

Matthew Katz, President
Roosevelt Island Residents Assn.
e-mail: MatthewKatz@rcn.com
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COMING UP

— This Weekend —

Voter Registration assistance near the Farmer’s Market under the ramp
at Motorgate, Sat., May 15 (and future Saturdays).

Democratic Candidates in the 28th State Senate District, introduced
by Rep. Carolyn Maloney, Sat., May 15, 10:30 a.m., NYU Medical Center,
530-550 First Avenue at 31st Street, classroom A, basement. For informa-
tion, call 212-987-5516.

Another View, art show to benefit Maria Droste Services, including
photographic works of Islander Francine Lange, Sat.-Sun., May 15-16,
12:00-4:00, 386 Park Avenue South (between 27th/28th), suite 903. Dona-
tions welcome.

Senior Day, Sun., May 16, 1:00 p.m., Senior Center, 546 Main Street.
27th annual observance.

Trees of Roosevelt Island exhibit, through May,
Rivercross Main Street windows.

Arthur Tress Exhibition, through
May 29, Tues.-Sat., 11:00-6:00,
Hunter-Fox Gallery, 35 East 67th St.,
4th floor. Photographs of construc-
tions made in 1984 at Charity Hospital (since demol-
ished) on Roosevelt Island.

TREE CITY USA.

— The Coming Week —

Community Board 8 meeting on Roosevelt Island, Wed., May 19, 7:00
p.m., PS/IS 217 auditorium.

Book Discussion — Patience and Sarah by Isabel Miller, Thur., May
20, 6:30 p.m., Library. Free. Books available at the Library.

Tree Walk with State Forester Bob Bealin, Sat., May 22, 10:00 a.m.
Sponsored by the Roosevelt Island Tree Board. Meet at Blackwell House.
Free.

Flea Market sponsored by Cabrini Parish, Sat., May 22 and most
Saturdays, 10-4, Good Shepherd Plaza, through the summer.

— Future Events —

Toastmasters Public Speaking Group, Mon., May 24, 8:00 p.m.,
Westview Community Room.

The Main Street WIRE — next issue Sat., May 29. (To receive e-mail
bulletins in the meantime, send an “Add Me” message to
Bulletins@MainStreetWIRE.com.) Deadlines: Advertising in the paper, Fri.,
May 21; decision on fliers for 7he Bag, Mon., May 24; fliers due Thur.,
May 27. Future issues: June 12; July 3 (Fourth of July issue), 31; Aug.
28; Sept. 11, 25; Oct. 16, 30 (pre-election issue); Nov. 6 (post-clection
issue), 20 (Thanksgiving issue);
Dec. 4, 18 (two December holiday
issues), then twice a month start-
ing in January, 2005. (Schedule
subject to adjustment.) Phone/fax
for news, 212-826-9055/
755-2540; urgent matters
917-617-0449. Phone/fax for dis-
play and classified advertising placement and information, 212-751-8214/
755-2540. To list your organization’s Island event in this column, e-
mail information to ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com, or leave it, addressed to
The WIRE, at the desk at 531 Main Street; provide a telephone number for
follow-up questions; there is no charge for such listings.

Residents Association Common Council meeting, Wed., June 2, 8:00
p-m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Public access near beginning of
session.

Roosevelt Island Day, Sat., June 12, all day.

Blood Drive, Sat., June 12, all day.

General Slocum Memorial, a boat ride following the course of the
day-trip steamer 100 years ago, Sat., June 12, departing from South Street
Seaport. (The General Slocum caught fire near Blackwell’s Island; 1,100
died in the City’s worst loss of life prior to 9/11/01.) Sponsored by the
Maritime Industry Museum; tickets $35 c/o the Roosevelt Island Histori-
cal Society, 212-688-4836.

Roosevelt Island Residents Association Town Meeting, Tue., June 15,
8:00 p.m., Chapel of the Good Shepherd, on ratification of its revised
constitution and by-laws.

There is no charge to list Island
events here. E-mail information to
ComingUp@MainStreetWIRE.com or
leave copy at the lobby desk at 531
Main Street, addressed to The WIRE.
Please provide telephone numbers
for possible follow-up.

Senior Center

Monday
10-11, Latchhook Class
10-11:30, English as 2nd Lang.

Thursday
10:00, Tai Chi
10:30, Creative Arts

10:30, Blood Pressure Screen 12:30, Movie

12:30, “Oldies” Movies 7:00, Dance

1:00, Tai Chi Friday

7:00, Dance Class 6:00, Dance & Relax

(Beginners) 9:30, Yoga Stretch

Tuesday 1:00, Bridge

10:00, Computers 7:00, Games (RISA)

10-11, Dance & Relax Saturday

1:00, Bingo
6:00, Yoga Class
7:30, Games (RISA)

7:30, Bingo (RISA)

Special Events

Wednesday .
8-9, Swimming/Water Aerobics ~ Sun. May 16, Senior Day (all
(Westview seniors only) day)

Wed., May 19, Atlantic City trip
Fri., May 28, Birthday Party
Mon., June 7, Wildwood trip
Mon., June 14, Atlantic City trip

9:15, Stay Well
10:00, Spanish Class
10:30, Shoppers’ Bus
12:30, Sculpting
7:00, Pokeno (RISA)

Home-delivered meals: 212-744-5022, ext. 1203
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the highest quality every Saturday at Motorgate

Sineg 1989

We’re part of
Roosevelt Island’s
Saturday tradition...
Out in the air,
breathing deeply -
and at the Farmer’s
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Watsontown, Pa.
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Market every
Saturday morning,
you’ll breathe the

scents of fresh fruits
and vegetables from
the Pennsylvania
— harvest. And now,
we’ll shop for you, or
deliver what you
select. (Just call
1-570-916-2037.)
Make us part of your
Saturday morning on
Roosevelt Island!

ATTORNEY on ROOSEVELT ISLAND

Long-time Islander

Free Consultation for Roosevelt Island Residents
Evening and Weekend Appointments Available * Home Visits

General Practice Law

* Wills, Trusts & Estates < Real Estate / Residential Closings
* Divorce & Family Law < Buy /Sell Businesses, Closings

* Personal Injury Law < Incorporations, Partnerships

* Criminal Law * Contracts / Agreements / Leases

Philip Groner, Esq.
67 Wall Street, Twenty-Second Floor
New York, New York 10005-3111

Office 212-709-8028 » Cell 917-539-6415

D

Renanim

A
Preschool & Summer Camp LS wivie V'
336 East 61¢ Street el T ,:(/ug\l 0
212'750'2266 N \1} @@ AUSR Y \I‘."I

A unique year-round program for children ages 2 to 6 years
Small classes by age group
Open 8:30-6:00

With 35 years of experience we have a lot to offer:
e Warm, nurturing environment  * Instruction in Hebrew Language
* Certified, experienced teachers  * Ongoing Monthly Programs
* Arts & Crafts * Safe & Secure Outdoor
* Music & Movement Playground/Pool
* Gymnastics & Dancing Classes  * Field Trips
* Computer, Science & Cooking  * Spacious and air-conditioned
* Emergent Literacy Program * Certified Kosher Food served

Now accepting applications for Summer Camp and Fall 2004

Accredited and licensed by NYC Department of Health ¢ For further information call Renanim Manhattan

212-750-2266

AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE  ° 0%,
05, K

A “STAR” in Astoria for O&
“glorious” Thai cooking. elzf{,p
-Zagat survey _ 3
, 25 {;?;..
)

CHEN

SINCE 1980

THAI CUISINE~
WHERE THAI FOOD STAYS THAI

Can be made mild, medium, or very spicy

24-42 Steinway Street * Astoria, NY 11103
Free Parking

Tel 718-545-2874

We do catering for all occasions

Lunch Specials 7 Days - $5.95 & up
www.thairestaurant.us

OPEN 7 Days a Week 12 Noon-11:00 p.m.

Major credit cards welcome

Newsday says: Superior Thai cooking * Daily News says vxvev¢
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ROOSEVELT ISLAND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION

Preamble

We, the residents of Roosevelt Island, come from diverse
backgrounds and have diverse interests and circumstances.
We all want to live together in harmony based on mutual
respect and the voluntary sharing of certain responsibilities
for our common good. We form this community association
to enable us to define, maintain and promote our common
objectives in a democratic manner.

ARTICLE |, NAME AND PURPOSE
Section1,Name

The name of this organization is the Roosevelt Island Resi-
dents Association (hereinafter referred to as “RIRA”™).
Section 2, Purpose

The purposes of RIRA are: 1) to represent the interests of
its members to all governmental, quasi- governmental and
private institutions that develop policy affecting Roosevelt
Island and its residents; that supervise or manage our hous-
ing and that supervise or manage other Island operations;
and 2) to ensure that the health, safety and welfare of its
members and the quality of life in our community are main-
tained and improved.

ARTICLE Il, RIRA MEMBERSHIP
Section 1, Membership

All individuals who live in residential housing on Roosevelt
Island are members of RIRA.
Section 2, Contributions

In order to defray the cost of RIRA operations, the Com-
mon Council may raise funds as needed from voluntary con-
tributions. Such contributions shall not be a precondition
for the exercise of the rights and privileges of RIRA member-
ship.

ARTICLE lll, COMMON COUNCIL
Section 1, Function

Except as provided in Article IV, the Common Council (here-
inafter sometimes referred to as the ‘Council’) shall be the
governing body of RIRA and shall determine RIRA policies
and coordinate, direct and administer their implementation.
Section 2, Membership

Membership in the Common Council shall be comprised
of RIRA members of legal voting age who are either elected
in RIRA elections, proportionately from the several voting
Districts, or appointed, each as specified in the RIRA By-
laws.

The total number of Council members and the proportional
District representation shall be set forth in the Bylaws. The
Council membership may be changed at any time by the
Council by amendment to the Bylaws; provided however,
that the Council shall be obligated to use a proportional
method in proposing any change to Council membership
which would have the effect of affecting the proportional
representation of any District.

ARTICLE IV, TOWN MEETING
Section 1, Call for Meeting

A Town Meeting shall be called into session if (a) a major-
ity vote of the members of the Common Council present and
voting at a Council meeting at which a quorum is present
call for a meeting, or (b) 100 members of RIRA of legal voting
age petition to the Common Council for such a meeting. The
petition may be given to any Common Council member,
whose responsibility shall be to direct it to the Common
Council Secretary for action.

The Common Council’s call for a Town Meeting, or the
petition, must specifically state the date, time and place of,
the agenda for, and action requested to be taken at, the
Town Meeting.

Section 2, Authority

At the Common Council meeting next following a Town
Meeting at which a quorum was present and action taken,
the Common Council shall resolve to enforce and/or imple-
ment such action to the fullest extent legally permissible,
and shall determine the most practicable method by which
such action shall be enforced and/or implemented.

Section 3, Notice

All Town Meetings shall be called with at least 15 days
public notice unless the Common Council shall declare, by
resolution at a duly convened meeting at which a quorum is
present, that an emergency exists, in which case such shorter
notice as determined by the Common Council shall be
deemed sufficient; provided that public notice of Town
Meetings called for purposes of amendment to the Consti-
tution shall be as set forth in ARTICLE VIII. Notice of all
Town Meetings shall be deemed sufficient if it consists of
the publication of the meeting date, place and time, and the
agenda, including proposed motions, on lobby bulletin
boards in all residential buildings where permitted and on at
least five Roosevelt Island kiosks.

Section 4, Waiver of Notice

Attendance of a person at a Town Meeting shall consti-
tute a waiver of notice of such Meeting, except when such
member of RIRA attends a Meeting for the express purpose
of objecting, at the beginning of the Meeting, to the trans-
action of any business because he/she believes that the
Meeting was not lawfully called or convened.

Section 5, Quorum

The quorum for the conduct of any business at any Town

Meeting shall be 100 members of RIRA who are of legal

As Adopted December, 1991 [Amended May, 2004]

voting age. When a quorum is present at a Town Meeting,
it is not broken by the subsequent withdrawal of any such
RIRA members.

If a Town Meeting is called for the purpose of voting to
create or modify a policy or to conduct any other business
and a quorum is not present, the Common Council shall be
thereafter empowered to establish such policy and conduct
other such business as would otherwise have been con-
ducted at such Town Meeting, but only in accordance with
the provisions set forth herein and in the RIRA Bylaws.
Section 6, Voting

Each member of RIRA of legal voting age in presence at a
Town Meeting shall have the right to cast one vote in per-
son. Abstentions shall not be counted as a “vote cast”,
either for or against any motion. All actions of a majority
vote of all votes cast at a Town Meeting at which a quorum
is present shall be the action of RIRA, except as otherwise
set forth in ARTICLE VIII. No action may be taken at any
Town Meeting on any action which was not specified in the
published agenda.

Section 7, Other Conduct and Procedures at Town Meetings

Except as provided above, the conduct of, and procedures
at, each Town Meeting shall be governed by the then-cur-
rent edition of Roberts Rules of Order.

ARTICLE V, ELECTIONS OF COMMON COUNCIL; TERMS OF
OFFICE
Section 1, Regular Elections

In each even-numbered year, there shall be an election of
members of the Common Council, the President and Vice
President to two-year terms. This election shall occur on

ARTICLE VII, RIRABYLAWS
Section 1, Establishment of Bylaws

The Common Council shall establish such Bylaws, not in
conflict with the Constitution, as may be necessary and
proper for the governance of RIRA. In the event of conflict
between any Bylaw and the Constitution, the provisions of
the Constitution shall control.
Section 2, Adoption, Amendment or Repeal of Bylaws

Any Bylaw may be adopted, amended or repealed by the
vote of at least two-thirds of the votes cast of the members
of the Common Council at a duly convened meeting at which
a quorum is present. No adoption, amendment or repeal of
any Bylaw shall be voted on by the Common Council at the
same meeting at which it is proposed. Each such adoption,
amendment or repeal of a Bylaw shall be made available to
RIRA in the method determined by the Common Council.

ARTICLE Vi, AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
Section 1, Introduction

Amendments to this Constitution shall be proposed in
writing at any time by a member of the Common Council or
by petition to the Council of 100 RIRA members of legal
voting age.
Section 2, Consideration and Voting

No amendment to the Constitution shall be voted on by
the Common Council at the same meeting at which it is pro-
posed, except as permitted by the fifth paragraph of this
Section 2.

In the case of an amendment proposed by a Council mem-
ber, the Council shall vote on the amendment at its next
regular meeting. If at least two-thirds of the Council mem-

The Common Council of the Roosevelt Island Residents Association meets the first Wednesday of every month (excepting
some summer months; dates are published in ComingUp, on page 3 of every WIRE) at 8:00 p.m. in the lower-level
room of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd. Meetings are open to the public, and residents are able to address the
meetings near their beginning. In November, the community will elect delegates to the Council from building districts
(see Bylaws, next page). All residents over 18 are eligible to run for Council seats.

the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, i.e.,
on the regular election day for Federal and State offices.
Election procedures, including nominations, campaign rules
and balloting, will be held in accordance with RIRA Bylaws.
Section 2, Term of Office

The term of all Common Council members shall begin at
the first monthly meeting after the elections, on a date deter-
mined by the outgoing Common Council.
Section 3, Eligibility

A person may be a candidate for a District Council seat
and also for the office of President or Vice President at the
same time; if a person is elected to both the District and an
Island-wide position of President or Vice President, the Dis-
trict Council seat shall be filled by the runner-up in that
District. There shall be no limit on the number of successive
terms any Council Member or officer may serve.

Only a resident of a District may be nominated and serve
as Council Member from such District.

To be eligible for election as President or Vice President, a
person must have been a resident of Roosevelt Island for at
least one year at the time of his or her election.

ARTICLE VI, RIRAYEAR
Section 1, RIRAYear

For the purpose of voluntary contributions and all other
financial business, the close of the RIRA Year shall be 12:01
AM of December 1 of each year.

bers present and voting approve the proposed amendment
at a meeting at which a quorum is present, the Council shall
call a Town Meeting at which time the amendment shall be
considered and acted upon. Enactment of an amendment at
such Town Meeting shall require a majority vote of all votes
cast at a Town Meeting called for such purpose at which a
quorum is present.

In the case of an amendment proposed to the Council by a
petition of RIRA members, the Council shall call a Town
Meeting within 15 days at which the amendment shall be
considered and acted upon. Enactment of such amendment
shall require at least a two-thirds vote of all votes cast at a
Town Meeting called for such purpose at which a quorum is
present.

In either case, the Common Council shall make available
to the members of RIRA a copy of any proposed amendment
at least 15 days prior to the Town Meeting at which it will be
considered, in the manner set forth in ARTICLE IV, Section
3.

In the case of any amendment brought to the Town Meet-
ing on which a vote cannot be taken due to the absence of a
quorum, the Common Council shall vote on such amend-
ment at its next meeting. Any amendment so brought to the
Council shall require at least a two-thirds vote of Council
Members present and voting for ratification at a meeting at
which a quorum is present.

Bylaws — next page
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Roosevelt Island Residents Association Bylaws
As Adopted May 2004

ARTICLE |, DEFINITIONS; PURPOSE

1. Common Council — Legislative body of
RIRA. The Common Council meets regu-
larly to discuss and vote on issues of rel-
evance to the community.

2. Council Officers— Council President,
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and
Committee Chairs.

3. District Representative — Council Mem-
bers elected to represent local residential
districts.

4. Alternates — Candidates who run for
District Representative positions that do not
receive sufficient votes for elective office.

5. Majority vote — a vote in which the
number of Aye votes exceeds the number of
Nay votes on a matter properly presented at
a duly convened meeting at which a quorum
is present. Abstentions shall not be counted
as a vote cast either for or against any mo-
tion.

6. Two-Thirds vote — a vote in which at
least two-thirds of the votes cast are in fa-
vor of a matter properly presented at a duly
convened meeting at which a quorum is
present. Abstentions shall not be counted
as a vote cast either for or against any mo-
tion.

These Bylaws set forth provisions relat-
ing to the composition of the Common Coun-
cil, the conduct of meetings and the man-
agement of the Common Council, the offic-
ers and committees of the Common Council,
and the conduct of elections for Common
Council. In the event of conflict between
any Bylaw and the RIRA Constitution, the
provisions of the Constitution shall control.

ARTICLE I, COMMON COUNCIL
Section 1, Membership

(a) There shall be 31 Common Council
Members elected by District.

The following table details the Districts
and number of Council Members:

District Number of Council Members
546 Main Street in Eastwood 2
The rest of Eastwood 7
2 River Road 1
4 River Road 1
10,20, 30, and 40 River Road combined 8
Westview 3
Island House 3
Rivercross 3
Southtown Buildings 1 and 2 combined 3

(b) The President and Vice President shall
be selected by an Island-wide election and
shall be voting Members of the Common
Council.

(c) Each Council Member shall also serve
as member or chair of at least one RIRA com-
mittee or as an officer of RIRA. Each Alter-
nate shall serve as member of at least one
RIRA committee.

Section 2, Quorum

For all meetings of the Common Council,
the quorum shall be the presence of at least
one-half plus one of the current Member-
ship.

Section 3, Meetings

The Common Council shall meet at least
once each month on a regularly scheduled
basis at least during the months from Sep-
tember through June. Additional meetings
of the Council may only be called by the
President or upon the petition of five Coun-

RIRA First Vice President Steve Marcus
chaired the committee that revised the
organization’s constitution.

cil Members. All meetings of the Council
shall be open to the public and the first fif-
teen minutes of each meeting shall be open
for public questions and comment.

However, the Council may be called into
executive session by a two-thirds vote of
the Council Members. Executive sessions
are not open to the public and no votes may
be taken at any executive session.

Section 4, Motions by Mail

When the Common Council is not is ses-
sion, matters that require a vote may be raised
by the President or at the request of at least
five Members of the Council. Such matters
shall be communicated to Members via email,
mail, doorstation delivery or doordrop de-
livery. Approval, in writing, of more than half
of the Council Membership is required to
approve any such matter.

However, if five Members of the Council
register an objection to the President or Sec-
retary about this vote, a Council meeting
will be called.

Section 5, Notice of Meetings

It shall be the responsibility of the Secre-
tary to notify Council Members of all meet-
ings. It shall be the responsibility of the
Vice President to provide notification of
Council meetings to the general community.
Minimal notice requires posting on at least
five kiosks or a statement in a local newspa-
per.

Section 6, Rules of Procedure

Except as elsewhere provided herein, all
meetings of the Common Council shall be
governed by the then-current edition of
Robert’s Rules of Order.

Except as elsewhere provided herein, all
actions of the Common Council shall require
Majority vote (as defined in Article I).
Section 7, Vacancies

In the event of the resignation, a move from
Roosevelt Island, expulsion or death of any
elected Council Member, the position shall
be filled in the following order:

a) by the highest ranking Alternate, if there
is one;

b) by a majority recommendation by the
current Members of that voting District.

¢) If no recommendation has been made
pursuant to (b), in the Council meeting fol-
lowing the creation of the vacancy, then by
written recommendation by the Building
Committee or Board of Directors for that Dis-
trict.

d) If no recommendation has been made
pursuant to (c¢) within two Council meetings
following the creation of the vacancy, then
by a recommendation of the RIRA President.

Alternates that have adhered to the com-
mittee participation requirements (noted in
Article II, Section 1 (c)) shall be automati-
cally accepted as Council Members. All other
individuals are subject to the Majority vote
of the Council before they may assume the
vacant position.

If a district has no alternate, one may be
appointed in the following order:

a) by a majority recommendation by the
current Members of that voting District.

b) If no recommendation has been made
pursuant to (a), then by written recommen-
dation by the Building Committee or Board
of Directors for that District.

¢) If no recommendation has been made
pursuant to (b) then by a recommendation
of'the RIRA President.

Section 8, Relocation

Any Council Member who relocates his/
her residence away from Roosevelt Island
shall automatically lose his/her seat. Any
Council Member who moves from one dis-
trict to another will retain the seat from his/
her former district for the remainder of the
term.

Section 9, Resignation

Any Council Member may resign at any
time by submitting a letter of resignation to
the President or the Secretary.

Section 10, Expulsion

Any Member of the Common Council may
be removed from office for just cause in rela-
tion to conduct in office by either of the fol-
lowing procedures:

(a) Expulsion for Nonperformance. (1) Any
Council Member or Alternate shall be auto-
matically expelled for failure to attend three
consecutive regular meetings of the Council
unless a majority of the Council Members
present vote otherwise. (ii) Any Council

Member or Alternate may be expelled by a
two-thirds vote of the Council Members for
failure to comply with the requirements of
Committee Participation (Article II, Section
1(c))or Committee Attendance (Article IV,
Section I).

(b) Expulsion for Malfeasance or Misfea-
sance. Any Council Member or Alternate may
be expelled for misconduct after a written
presentation of a Bill of Particulars, signed
by no less than three RIRA members, is pre-
sented to a regular meeting of the Common
Council. The Council shall determine by a
Majority vote whether probable cause ex-
ists. If it so determines, the charges will then
be presented to the person or persons
charged. The charged person shall have an
opportunity to present a defense at the next
regular meeting of the Council. Upon re-
view, if a two-thirds vote of the Council
Members concur, the person shall be re-
moved.

Section 11, Rights of Alternates

In general, Alternates that attend Council
meetings may speak during the deliberations,
but may not vote. However, in the event
that a regular Council Member is absent, the
first alternate for that District may vote. If
the first alternate is not available, then the
second alternate may vote, and so on.

If a Member informs the President or Sec-
retary prior to the meeting of an unavoid-
able delay, the first Alternate will be so in-
formed, and may only vote the seat until the
Member arrives. If a motion is on the floor,
the Alternate may vote on the motion, after
which he/she must give up the seat to the
arriving Member.

If the Member arrives within 30 minutes of
the scheduled start of a Common Council
meeting and a motion is on the floor, the Al-
ternate may vote on the motion, after which
he/she must give up the seat to the arriving
Member, and may not vote for the remainder
of the meeting.

If a Council Member arrives more than 30
minutes after the scheduled start of a Com-
mon Council meeting, and has not provided
notice of intended delay, then the Alternate
retains the seat and the vote.

ARTICLE lll, OFFICERS
Section 1, President

The President shall be the chief executive
officer and principal spokesperson of RIRA,
a voting Member of the Common Council,
presiding officer of all meetings of the Coun-
cil and of the Town Meeting and an ex offi-
cio member of all committees.

It shall be the responsibility of the Presi-
dent to sign checks as provided in Article
III, Section 9.

Section 2, Vice President.

The Vice President shall supervise: all
RIRA elections; all communications, both
internal and external, of RIRA; secretarial
services that are not the responsibility of
the Secretary; legal representation (in coor-
dination with the Chairperson of Legal Ac-
tion); auditing of the finances of RIRA; mem-
bership participation and fund-raising.

To perform the responsibilities of office,
the Vice President shall supervise the Nomi-
nations Committee, the Election Committee,
the Communication Committee and the Au-
ditor.

In the temporary absence or inability to
serve of the President, the responsibilities
of the President shall be assumed by the Vice
President who shall serve as President Pro
Tempore.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of
President, the Vice President shall become
President until the completion of the term.
Section 3, Secretary

The Common Council shall elect from
among its own Members a Secretary of the
Council.

It shall be the responsibilities of the Sec-
retary to take and report minutes of all meet-
ings of the Common Council and the Town
Meeting, to maintain the archives of RIRA
and to notify Members of the Council of all
meetings of the Council.

Section 4, Treasurer

The Common Council shall elect a Trea-
surer.

Candidates for the office of Treasurer may
be nominated by any Member of the Coun-
cil. The Treasurer must be a) a Member of

the Council who is an accountant; or if there
is none willing to serve, b) a non-Member
who is an accountant; or if there is none
willing to serve, ¢) a Member of the Council.

If the Treasurer is not already a Member
of the Council upon taking office, the Trea-
surer shall automatically become a voting
Member of the Council and shall so serve
throughout his or her term of office as Trea-
surer.

It shall be the responsibility of the Trea-
surer: to receive and disburse all monies of
RIRA; to maintain financial records for RIRA,
including those required by law; to present
a financial report to each meeting of the Com-
mon Council; to sign checks as provided in
Atrticle III, Section 9; to receive financial re-
ports from all RIRA committees.

Section 5, Chairpersons

RIRA shall elect from its own Members the
following chairs:

Communication; Government Relations;
Housing; Planning; Island Services; Legal
Action; Public Safety; and Social, Cultural
and Educational Services.

Section 6, Resignation of an Officer

Any officer of RIRA may resign at any time
by submitting a letter of resignation to the
Secretary. The resignation of the President,
the Vice President or the Treasurer (if the
Treasurer is not an elected Member of the
Council) shall automatically include resig-
nation from the Council.

Section 7, Removal from Office

Except for the President and the Vice Presi-
dent, any officer may be removed from of-
fice upon a two-thirds vote of the Members
of the Common Council . No motion to re-
move an officer may be voted on at the same
meeting it is made nor without at least five
days written notice to said officer.

Removal of an officer shall not constitute
removal as a Member of the Council (except
for the Treasurer, if the Treasurer is not an
elected Member of the Council).

Section 8, Vacancies

In the event of the death, resignation or
removal from office of any officer except the
President and the Vice President, the vacated
position shall be filled in the same manner as
it was originally filled for the balance of the
term.

In the event of the death, resignation or
removal from office of the Vice President, the
Common Council shall by majority vote elect
a new Vice President. In the event of the
death, resignation or removal from office of
the President, the Vice President shall be-
come the President.

Section 9, Fiscal Responsibility

The Common Council shall elect an Audi-
tor who shall not be a Member or officer of
the Common Council or any RIRA commit-
tee.

Candidates for Auditor may be nominated
by any Member of the Council and must be
professionally qualified as an auditor.

It shall be the responsibility of the Audi-
tor to audit the books of RIRA and of each
committee. Itshall also be the responsibility
of the Auditor to prepare special audits of
RIRA or of any of its committees upon the
enactment of an authorizing resolution of the
Common Council.

It shall be the responsibility of either the
President or the Treasurer to sign all checks
issued in payment of the indebtedness of
RIRA. Checks for amounts greater than $750
must be co-signed by both the President and
the Treasurer.

The Treasurer shall be responsible for the
safekeeping and disbursement of all monies
raised by or allocated to committees. Com-
mittees may not incur debts in the name of
RIRA or disburse monies without prior au-
thorization of the Common Council.

It shall be the responsibility of all commit-
tees to submit financial reports and records
to the Treasurer and the Auditor on demand.

ARTICLE IV, COMMITTEES OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL
Section 1, Selection of Members

Council Members shall volunteer for mem-
bership in at least one Committee. Any RIRA
member who is not a Member of the Com-
mon Council may serve on any committee if
approved by the Chairperson of that com-
mittee. Committee members are expelled from
the Committee if they fail to attend three



consecutive sessions. As Common Council
Members are subject to the requirements of
Article II, Section 1(c), which requires them
to be a member of at least one Committee,
any such expelled Council Member must
select another Committee in order to con-
tinue to comply with such Section.

Section 2, Nominations Committee

There shall be a Nominations Committee
to recruit candidates for the Common Coun-
cil and the offices of President and Vice Presi-
dent.

This committee shall be chaired by the Vice
President.

Section 3, Election Committee

There shall be an Election Committee to
administer all elections. The Election Com-
mittee shall include representatives from at
least five election Districts. No candidate
for President or Vice President may serve on
the Election Committee. Candidates for the
Common Council may serve on the Election
Committee but may not participate in the elec-
tions for their own election Districts. No
member of the Election Committee may par-
ticipate in the election campaign of any can-
didate other than himself/herself.

Section 4, Communication Committee

There shall be a Communication Commit-
tee that shall assist other committees and
the officers of RIRA with communications
activities.

Subject to the prior approval of the Com-
mon Council, the Committee may: publish a
RIRA newsletter; represent RIRA to the news
media; and/or publish a calendar of RIRA
events.

This committee shall be chaired by the
Chairperson of Communication.

Section 5, Government Relations Committee

There shall be a Government Relations
Committee that shall be the representative
of RIRA to their various Government repre-
sentatives; to ensure the establishment and
maintenance of ongoing relations with lo-
cal, state and federal government and quasi-
governmental officials; and to support RIRA
and other local groups approved by the
Council in their relationships with govern-
ment.

This committee shall be chaired by the
Chairperson of Government Relations.
Section 6, Housing Committee

There shall be a Housing Committee that
shall represent to the Council the issues and
concerns of residents regarding the manage-
ment, living conditions and rental policies
of the residential buildings on the Island. It
shall also serve as the liaison for the Council
to the various building committees and hous-
ing task forces.

This committee shall be chaired by the
Chairperson of Housing.

Section 7, Island Services Committee

There shall be an Island Services Commit-
tee that shall supervise for the Council the
delivery of transportation, parks and recre-
ation, sanitation, postal and commercial ser-
vices; supervise common facilities; and as-
sist individuals and organizations who may
experience problems obtaining the services
due them.

It is also responsible for recommending
and implementing RIRA policy on all mat-
ters relating to common means of transpor-
tation on and/or to and from Roosevelt Is-
land.

This committee shall be chaired by the
Chairperson of Island Services.

Section 8, Legal Action Committee

There shall be a Legal Action Committee
responsible for advising the Council and its
committees on the legal recourse for issues
and problems that RIRA and/or the Council
may be encountering.

This committee is also responsible for en-
gaging and coordinating with outside legal
counsel, as necessary; and implementing
Council decisions with respect to legal re-
course. This committee shall raise funds for
immediate or future legal expenses.

This committee shall be chaired by the
Chairperson of Legal Action.

Section9, Planning Commiittee

There shall be a Planning Committee that
shall represent the Council on matters in-
volving future development of Roosevelt
Island, including but not limited to commer-
cial development, housing, vehicular access,
transportation, social services and energy;
monitor and recommend RIR A positions on
planning matters; and recommend changes
in the structure, constitution and programs
of RIRA to ensure its continued effective-

ness.

It is also responsible for recommending
and implementing RIRA policy on all mat-
ters relating to energy conservation, distri-
bution and generation.

This committee shall be chaired by the
Chairperson of Planning.
Section 10, Public Safety Commiittee

There shall be a Public Safety Committee
that shall recommend and implement RIRA
policy on all matters related to safety, secu-
rity and vehicular traffic and parking on
Roosevelt Island.

This committee shall be chaired by the
Chairperson of Public Safety.
Section 11, Social, Cultural and Educational
Services Committee

There shall be a Social, Cultural and Edu-
cational Services Committee that shall rep-
resent the Council and RIRA to social, cul-
tural and educational organizations that are
not a part of RIRA and to supervise such
organizations that are a part of RIRA. Addi-
tionally, this committee shall be the fund-
raising arm of RIRA and shall actively seek
individuals to participate in RIRA affairs.

This committee shall be chaired by the
Chairperson of Social, Cultural and Educa-
tional Services.
Section 12, Ad Hoc Commiittees

The President, with the advice and con-
sent of a majority vote of the Common Coun-
cil, may appoint chairpersons and members
of ad hoc committees and assign the super-

vision of such a committee to a specified
officer. The Council may abolish or replace
any ad hoc committee at any time by a two-
thirds vote of Council Members.

Section 13, Committee Bylaws

Committees of the Common Council may
have bylaws. The Council may develop a
model set of bylaws for use by all commit-
tees.

Section 14, Frequency of Committee Meetings

All Committees, with the exception of the
Nominations Committee and the Election
Committee, shall meet at least three times per
year.

Section 15, Supervision of Committees

The Common Council shall review the op-
erations of all committees and provide guid-
ance and direction to ensure that committee
activities are consistent with the objectives
and policies of RIRA as established by these
Bylaws.

The Council shall have the authority by a
two-thirds vote of the Council Members to
remove from office the chairperson and/or
members of any committee for failure to fol-
low such direction.

ARTICLEV,ELECTIONS
Section 1, Regular Elections

In each even-numbered year, there shall
be an election of Members of the Common
Council, and of the President and the Vice
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President to two-year terms. This election
shall occur on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in November, i.e., on the regu-
lar election day for Federal and State offices.
If possible, the RIRA election shall be held
in space adjacent to the space used for Fed-
eral and State elections on Roosevelt Island.
The President shall appoint RIRA members
to a Nominations Committee and an Election
Committee.

Section 2, Nominations

Nominations for President, Vice President
and for Common Council Membership shall
be made during the month of October. The
Nominations Committee shall be responsible
for publicizing this fact by posting timely
notices on lobby bulletin boards in all resi-
dential buildings where permitted and on at
least five Roosevelt Island kiosks. The no-
tices shall indicate where nominations may
be deposited.

Any Roosevelt Island Resident 18 years
of age or older may nominate himself/herself
for a Council seat, or for President or Vice
President by the submission of a signed
statement indicating name, address and will-
ingness to serve if elected. It shall be the
responsibility of the Nominations Commit-
tee to solicit the candidacy of at least one
nominee for each Council seat and for the
offices of President and Vice President.
Section 3, Eligibility

It shall be the responsibility of the Elec-
tion Committee to certify the qualifications

PEe g

of all candidates for the Common Council
and for the offices of President and Vice
President.

Section 4, Candidates Night

There shall be a Candidates Night not more
than two weeks prior to the election. Each
candidate for President, Vice President and
the Common Council shall have the oppor-
tunity to make a brief statement and to an-
swer questions from the floor during the
meeting. It shall be the responsibility of the
Election Committee to notify all candidates
of the meeting at least one week in advance,
to publicize Candidates Night by posting
notices on lobby bulletin boards in all resi-
dential buildings where permitted and on at
least five Roosevelt Island kiosks at least
one week in advance, and to conduct the
Candidates Night meeting in an impartial
manner.

Section 5, Campaigns

The Election Committee shall be respon-
sible for recommending campaign guidelines
and/or limits to campaign spending, to be
considered and approved by the Common
Council.

While the polls are open, no person shall
do any electioneering within the polling
place, or within a 100-foot radial measured
from the entrance to such polling place; and
no political banner, button, poster or plac-
ard shall be allowed in or upon the polling

place or within such 100-foot radial.
Section 6, Balloting

All RIRA members 18 years and older shall
be eligible to vote for President and for Vice
President. Only the resident RIRA members
ofa District of the Common Council 18 years
and older shall be eligible to vote for Coun-
cil Members from such District. Voters must
sign in on a log-in sheet showing building
and apartment number. Each will receive one
ballot for the appropriate election district. If
the identity or address of any prospective
voter is challenged, that person may be re-
quired to produce valid identification, show-
ing address.

All ballots shall be secret. Each District
shall have a separate ballot box. Ballots shall
be safeguarded before, during and after the
election until such time as the new Common
Council convenes for its first meeting. at
which time they shall be destroyed.

Absentee ballots shall be made available
by the Election Committee no later than one
week prior to the election. The absentee
ballot will be placed in a sealed envelope
which is then placed in another sealed enve-
lope, which is signed and shows name and
full address, including apartment number.
After verifying that the person did not vote
on election day, the outer envelope will be
opened and the inner envelope placed with
all other absentee ballots to be opened at
the close of polls and counted along with all
the regular ballots.

It shall be the responsibility of the Elec-
tion Committee to post the results of the elec-
tion within 24 hours following the closing of
the polls; to make a report to the Common
Council on how the election procedure could
be improved.

If there are more candidates running for
Common Council seats in a given election
District than there are positions available,
those who do not win those seats will be
designated as Alternates in descending or-
der of the popular votes they received.

ARTICLE VI, ADOPTION, AMENDMENT OR
REPEAL OF BYLAWS

Any Bylaw may be adopted, amended or
repealed by the vote of at least two-thirds
vote of the Members of the Common Coun-
cil. No adoption, amendment or repeal of
any Bylaw shall be voted on by the Com-
mon Council at the same meeting at which it
is proposed. Each such adoption, amend-
ment or repeal of a Bylaw shall be made avail-
able to RIRA in the method determined by
the Common Council.

The Island-wide Town Meeting to
ratify RIRA’s new constitution and
bylaws will be held Tuesday,

June 15, at 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel
of the Good Shepherd.
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Public Safety from page 1

Damon LaScot, representing the Westview
Task Force: “We have a dysfunctional sys-
tem in place. By system I mean PSD, for
which we pay over $2.4 million a year —and
the other part of the system is the NYPD,
and it seems that the system is not working.
We’re not seeing our tax dollars or our rent
dollars well represented in terms of the safety
and security and quality of life in our neigh-
borhood. I’ve seen it deteriorate at an alarm-
ing rate and to an appalling degree over the
past 25 years.”

Nellie Velez, from the Eastwood Building
Committee: “This is our seventh meeting...
We didn’t invite RIOC because we have met
with them. From all those meetings we have
had with them, we have had no accomplish-
ment. Nothing’s been done. A new presi-
dent, [Herb] Berman, came in. He sat with
us, met with us, he said, ‘OK, we’ll get a
coalition,” which was PSAC [RIOC’s Public
Safety Advisory Committee]. The only thing
we got from this committee is a pat on our
shoulder and one CPOP [Community Polic-
ing] officer, kept here for one month, and
then pulled away.”

There were similar articulations from Dor-
othy Donald, representing 4 River Road;
Kitty Berman of Island House; and Marga-
ret Gaspard, Eastwood. LaScot produced
copies of the PSD Blotter, reprinted from
Website NYC10044 (nyc10044.com), and his
own personal crimewatch log, to support a
charge that PSD doesn’t record everything.
He described hearing a PSD vehicle pull up
outside his apartment window and cut its
engine in the middle of the night, then hear-
ing it restart some two hours later when a
Public Safety Officer had finished a long nap.

Thursday evening, at the RIOC Board of
Directors meeting, Historical Society Presi-
dent Judy Berdy joined in the general con-
demnation of PSD. She brought photos of
the office, which she characterized as a
“dump,” “pathetic,” and “deplorable,” reflec-
tive of the administration of the department.
“I don’t know why RIOC tolerates this,” she
said.

Resident Board member David Kraut
agreed, using a four-letter word for excre-
ment to describe the office.

At the RISK meeting earlier in the week,
RIRA President Matthew Katz laid out the
numbers in a “follow the money” recitation
that described what Roosevelt Islanders pay

residents representing Island organizations and apartment buildings.

Recommended by
Ron & Fay Vass

for PSD’s Island policing. RIOC’s projected
2004-05 budget lists $2.5 million for Public
Safety, including $700,000 in administrative
cost. RIOC pays half from funds it collects
for ground rents, commercial rents, and other
Island-based income; the rest is billed to
housing companies. It works out, he said,
to $49.48 per month for every Island House
apartment, $49.05 per month for every
Westview apartment, $46.73 at Eastwood,
$44.33 at Rivercross. Per month, per apart-
ment.

(Manhattan Park has a different deal with
RIOC, paying high ground rent but only
$19.42 per month per apartment for Public
Safety; Southtown has construction-site se-
curity involved. Their contributions go into
the mix, as well.)

Tony Morenzi, representing Assembly-
member Pete Grannis, pointed out that some
of these numbers have been reduced, or will
be, because the State Department of Hous-
ing and Community Renewal (DHCR) ordered
a rollback. That agency controls what can
be charged for Mitchell-Lama housing, and
on what owners can spend for certain ser-
vices. The rollback is based on 1995 letters
of agreement, in which RIOC and the hous-
ing companies agreed on payments for PSD
costs. The effort pushed forward by the po-
litical leaders represented at the meeting.
Katz pointed out that, nonetheless, what-
ever the specific charges work out to be, the
payments “are in addition to the City taxes
we all pay to sustain the NYPD, which at
present has no patrol presence on Roosevelt
Island whatsoever.” Katz went on to com-
plain that, “The CPOP officer promised to us
by the 114th Precinct and listed as such on
their duty roster has, in fact, not been a pres-
ence here almost from the day his Island
patrol tour was announced over a year ago.”

On the Island, RIOC President Herb
Berman’s response to the rumble of dissat-
isfaction has ranged from a quiet admission at
a RIOC President’s Open House for residents
(“I know we have a problem there”) to creation
of PSAC, the Public Safety Advisory Commit-
tee, chaired by resident RIOC Board member
and former Residents Association President
Patrick Stewart. As it turns out, Stewart’s han-
dling of that task has also displeased the Is-
landers representing their buildings on RISK,
most of whom also serve on PSAC.

“We were given a bunch of runaround as-

Katz from page 3

live in, then I have to take myself out of it,
and hope to God that my representatives in
RIRA will speak for me and speak to RIOC
for me, because that’s what democracy is
about.” In my seven years on the Common
Council I’ve never known RIRA to discuss
intra-building issues, much less speak to
RIOC about them. Each ofthe Mitchell-Lama
residential complexes here has a tenants as-
sociation, committee, task force or owners’
board to speak to their specific concerns.

RIRA’s Housing Committee has addressed
the concerns of tenants but has deliberately
chosen to leave each building to speak and
act on its own behalf. Last spring RIRA
mounted a major lobbying effort in Albany
to advocate for legislation that would apply
the rent-stabilization laws to developments
like ours, occupied after 1974 and coming
out of Mitchell-Lama protection. That bill
failed because of upstate interests hostile to
New York City. We will continue to advo-
cate for Roosevelt Island’s housing con-
cerns, so central to our survival as a planned
community, while deferring to the expertise
and special interests of each building’s lead-
ership.

One thing is clear: RIOC and the RIOC
Board of Directors will have a role to play in
determining the ground leases with the indi-
vidual building owners that will or will not
make privatization possible. Should the State

law passed in September 2002 requiring a
majority of residents on the RIOC Board fi-
nally be put into practice, this can only ben-
efit the residents. And each resident Board
member will need to search his soul to con-
sider whether a vote to save his neighbor’s
apartment is inappropriate if it saves his own
apartment as well.

Has the sound of whooshing steam from
the new Keyspan II plant made you crazy
the last two weekends? I’ve been on the
phone with April Dubison, Keyspan’s Com-
munity Development Director, asking for an
accounting and some kind of heads-up be-
fore our Sunday-night sleep is destroyed.
The resolution of this irritating problem is
coming from another source, however.

RIRA is a component of an umbrella group
called CHOKE. (Coalition Helping Organize
aKleaner Environment). CHOKE president
Tony Gigantiello called me earlier this week
to comment on the amount of protest this
noise pollution has engendered in western
Queens. Through this organization, and as
a result of the threat of demonstrations,
Keyspan has promised to limit the testing of
the new turbine steam-ejector systems to
weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
In addition, they intend to install muftlers or
silencers on the offending equipment by
mid-May. We know about the squeaky
wheel and its effect on greasing potential
here on Roosevelt Island, and my hat’s off
to Tony and CHOKE. Way to go, guys!
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Tree Board Chair Maury Bleifeld (inset) emceed an Arbor Day ceremony last wee

Arbor Day, 2004
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assisted by a class from PS217, RIOC President Herb Berman, State Forester Bob Bealin,
PS217 Principal Sherry Gregory, Geoffrey Fishman (substituting for Doryne Isley) of
Housing Management, and perfect weather topped off with cherry blossoms.

signments having nothing to do with rec-
ommendations,” said Byron Gaspard.
Stewart, he said, “has completely bam-
boozled the community and disrespected the
people on the committee... by not doing any
work at all, dishing out orders, treating us as
if we had done no homework... Our function
was to make recommendations, based on our
findings, on the constructive changes PSD has
to make. We produced a mission statement
written by a former Director of Public Safety,
Peter Norwood. Stewart asked us to rewrite
what was already an acceptable document.”

“It took Stewart over two months to sched-
ule the first PSAC meeting,” complains
LaScot. “That was November 13, 2003.
Nearly six months later, he was asking PSAC
members to do even more prerequisite work
before we would be allowed to meet with the
increasingly Wizard-of-Oz-like Herb Berman.
And, by the way, Stewart never volunteered
to participate in any of the busy work he
handed out to PSAC members.”

LaScot says Stewart’s role, assigned or
assumed, is to stall things, shield Berman,
and do no work. The WIRE asked Stewart
for a response to the charges. By press time
nothing had been received, but Thursday
night at the RIOC meeting, Stewart an-
nounced he had completed his own mission
statement for Public Safety.

And when Byron Gaspard started com-
plaining about Stewart’s work as chair of
PSAC, RIOC Board Chair Mary Beth Labate
interrupted him: “I’ve been kept abreast of
what’s going on with the Public Safety Ad-
visory Committee and, frankly, it looks like a

complete mess... If the committee cannot
come together and work productively, there’s
very little that we here on the Board can do...
The Board is not in a position to make sure
everyone holds hands and plays nice, and
from what [ understand, the biggest issue is
[that] people are just not jelling at these meet-
ings.”

At Tuesday’s meeting, held around three
long, narrow banquet tables in the Island
House community room, the representatives
of government promised help — to support a
request for an NYPD substation, for example,
or to continue economic pressure on RIOC
through DHCR — but offered advice, as well:
Document, document, document. Don 't in-
undate officials with paper; instead write
short letters. Ask Islanders to call 911 for
emergencies or 311 for quality-of-life mat-
ters instead of Public Safety. NYPD is “com-
plaint-driven” — make sure they get the
Island’s complaints.

But even on the committee, there are un-
certainties about just what solutions might
be possible. There is the concern that per-
sonnel at an NYPD substation would be
pulled away for duty in other parts of the
114th Precinct, among other things.

But it’s perennial, abiding, immutable, ev-
erlasting — Sisyphean in its persistence —
dissatisfaction with the Island’s public safety
and RIOC’s Public Safety Department —and
even dissatisfaction with RIOC’s efforts to
deal with it. Tuesday’s meeting was only
the latest manifestation of resident leaders’
exhortations to do something, just do some-
thing.



' GET TO KNOW,
YOUR NEIGHBORS

We are some members of our Island Toastmasters,

an International Public Speaking Club

We meet the 2nd & 4th Monday of each month.
CALL Janet (212) 935-1254 | Doris (212) 751-9577

WP

The Icla da Silva Foundation and
The New York Blood Center urge
all Roosevelt Island residents to
donate blood.

Close to 2,000 men, women and

children, including cancer,
transplant and surgery patients,
trauma victims, newborn babies
and many more in our community
need blood transfusions each day.

But you can make a difference.
Donating blood is definitely an act

| of kindness and makes a
difference - it saves lives. Donate
now to increase our local blood
supply and close the gap.

DATE: June 12, 2004
TIME: 9:00am - 6:30pm
PLACE: R/ Senior Center
546 Main Street

- Slgn up today by contacting

THE ICLA DA SILVA FOUNDATION
Helping Children with Leukemia

Phone: (212) 593-1807 * E-mail: Info@icla.org
Sign up online: www.icla.org/signup

Co-Sponsored by: AHANewYork Blood Center

Roosevelt Island Residents Association (RIRA)
Roosevelt Island Senior Association (RISA)
Roosevelt Island Housin Management Corp. (RIHMC)
Roosevelt Island Youth Program (RIYP)
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ROOSEVELT ISLAND
SENIOR ASSOCIATION

Presents Our

27th Annual $enior Day

OPEN HOUSE

Come and $ee How We Are Doing!

$unday, May 16

Doors Open 12:30
Program at 1:00

OPEN HOUSE

Entertainment = Music for
dancing by D) Mike

Delicious Refreshments
Come and $ece What We Are Doing!

At the $enior Center
546 Main $treet
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o Non-Competitive Atmosphere

« All Groups (ages 3-13) led by Professional Educators
« Early Childhood Program led by Experienced .

Mount Tom Day School Staff

Call Doug Volan or Stan Friedmann, Directors, to enroll,
schedule a visit or for further information.

914-636-8130

48 Mount Tom Road New Rochelle, NY 10805
Web site: MOUNTTOMDAYCAMP.COM
E-Mail: MTTOMCAMP@AOL.COM

MOUNT TOM DAY CAMP

Serving Discerning Families with Excellence Since 1955...
and Roosevelt Island’s Families for Over 20 Years

Door-to-Door Transportation/Short Commute .

» Red Cross Instructional Swim Program
Music, Drama and Dance

* Tennis Instruction

Origami and Arts & Crafts

Skill Development in Team Sports

» Nature/Science Program

WY ACCREDITED
|Lp CAMP

American Camping Association

Classified

50¢/word * 1-212-751-8214
Deadline for May 29 issue: May 25

ELDER LAW — Wills & Trusts, Medicaid Planning, Nursing Home Matters,
Estate Planning, and Living Wills. Steven M. Ratner, Esq., 420 Lexington
Avenue, New York, NY. 212-754-9117.

AVON AGENTS WANTED - Start your business today. Call Carol —
800-206-0799.

CONVERT YOUR PHOTOS to CDs. Call for a sample —877-669-7873.

SUMMER CAMP COUNSELOR - Island Kids is now expanding its activity. If
you are interested in becoming a counselor, please call Anna Palm at
212-371-1192. College students are welcome. We are also looking for Spanish
and Arts & Crafts instructors.

EARN BIG MONEY at home. 800-645-6395, ext. 10460. www.fp.cashmalls.com.

EXPERIENCED TUTOR available for SAT preparation and other exams. Call
for details: 917-741-4719.

RENTING LARGE FURNISHED ROOM with bathroom, on Island. Good storage,
alc, color TV with cable, new bedding. First floor, doorman. $750, utilities
included! (Prefer adults, no smokers or cat-haters.) 212-935-7583.

COMPUTER problems/consultations 917-916-5306. Free estimates.

SEEKING PADDLE BALL PLAYERS - Experienced or dormant. Call Kaie,
212-752-1517.

MAIN STREET THEATRE & DANCE ALLIANCE — Ongoing registration for dance
and theater classes. 212-371-4449. Unique or period clothing & furniture
gladly accepted.

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST / Certified Reflexologist — Island resident
Diana Brill. Gift certificates available. 212-759-9042.

EXPERT PIANO REPAIRS & TUNING — Prompt service. 212-935-7510.
Beeper917-483-1020.

PIANO TUNING - $75. Used Steinway pianos for sale. Ben Treuhaft, toll-free
866-505-3173. Formerly with Steinway & Sons.

YOUR FRIENDLY AVON REPRESENTATIVE — Dolores Green. 212-223-4077.
NOTARY PUBLIC - 212-935-7534.

SUBLET WANTED - Studio or one-bedroom apartment, unfurnished, long-term
—$1100 max. Call 646-299-2588.

EXPERIENCED PAINTER/CONTRACTOR - Excellent Island references, fully
insured. Free estimate. 212-751-8214.

CAT-SITTER - VACATION IN PEACE — Will feed and play with your cat, water
your plants, pick up your mail, etc. 212-751-8214.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND POSTCARDS - Color Views of Tram by day and
Lighthouse Park at night; sets of 20 (10 each) for $8, or two sets, $15. Check
payable to The WIRE to 531 Main Street with your address, phone, e-mail
address (if available). Questions: 212-826-9055. Sorry, no phone or credit
card orders.

MOVING? — Use WIRE classifieds to sell the stuff you’d rather not move.
Reach every apartment on Roosevelt Island and turn your discards into
dollars.

We will feed and lovingly care for
your cat while you are away. We will
make sure your pet is safe and
happy in his or her own home. Will
also help with mail, plants, etc.
Excellent references. Call us at
1-212-751-8214.

SPORTSWIRE

The baseball season began with four consecutive losses for the Senior Roosevelt Island
team. They were consistently outplayed and outmatched by the Yorktown and CYO League
teams. There are a number of reasons why the Senior team had difficulty competing at this
level. Among the most prominent are: first, the players did not get ready for the season until
after it began, so that everybody seemed out of shape and ill-prepared for this level of
competition.

Second, unlike other baseball programs where you have to compete to make a team and
earn a right to play, the Roosevelt Island League, by allowing every applicant to play, while
very democratic, does not encourage improvement and competition, and therefore the more
competitive teams will always have an advantage.

Third, several of the better players who could have played with the Seniors are playing
high-school ball and do not have time to participate in the program.

Nevertheless, the coaches, led by KJ Cruz, implemented a rigorous practice program and,
along with some excellent pitching, things started to improve. Two weeks ago, in a double-
header played on the Roosevelt Island field, the Seniors swept two CYO teams, 2-1 and 4-0.
The first game was pitched by Sasha Agosta, who is a power pitcher, and the second by
Neal Stueber, who was throwing devastating curve balls, sliders, and knuckle balls. These
were two teams that had easily beaten the Seniors previously. Last week there was a re-
match with one of the Yorktown teams. Rahim Drame pitched a 12-6 victory and received
some timely hitting.

This Saturday the Seniors will be matched against the number-one team in the League
from Yorktown, which at the present time is undefeated. The game is at Octagon Field.
Parents and friends are encouraged to attend and cheer the team on.

Register now for September 2004

Roosevelt lsland
Dab Nurs&rg

Prograwms for 2, 3 and 4 year olds
Two wmornings, five mornings,
five full days, and
full-day substidized Prekindergarten

Cowe visit! call (212) 59z-0750
or come to the Pay Nursery at 4 River Road
Acceredited by NAEYC
(National Association for the Education of Young children)

Give your apartment a lift

HOME SHOPPING SERVICE

Consultations Available - Use What You Have

Eurniture
Upttﬁo/ste'r'q, S/ipcove-r's
\%//paper 6—4 ﬁal‘rr’ic
Ca‘r’pew’: é—« Area /ngs
A// \)%'nalow Fem‘:mem‘:s
7C/oor é« ﬁrrace 71_'/es
Ligltu‘:ing
Ca‘r’penf:'r’q
Kl’fcrl')en /Qenovm‘:ion
Daim’: 6—« 7Caux ﬁinis:tles
A// Accessories
C/ose'l: Design

Ellen Levy

Interior Decorator

531 Main Street

751-8214

No jol) too small
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MINERVA CLEANERS & TARILORS

Proudly Serving Roosevelt Island for Over 12 Years
Twice Daily Monday to Friday

Ly

Est. 1969

Exceptionai Quaiity Dry Cleaning’ Free Piciz-up and Delivery

Shirts Laundered

r Concierge or to Your Door

Expert European Tailoring’
Suede, Leathers, and Furs Cleaned

and Storage Available

Complimentary Laundry Bag
Convenient Monthiy Billing’

Corporate Accounts Welcome

Draperies and All Household Ttems

37-22 34" Street * Long Island City « NY « 11101
TEL: (718) 729-4566 < FAX: 718-729-4344

- ig  FLEA

Just too much to do?

Not feeling well? ” A AL N\ i o S d
AR 1 AN S A aturadays
laundry? 7 SN ¥ 2\ 4
& oS W / | Now that Spring is here,
Cabrini Thrift Shop
will hold its Flea Market on
Saturdays from 10 to 4,
starting Saturday, May 22,
in the plaza in front of the
Chapel of the Good Shepherd,
with the exception of
Saturday, June 26, when the
Seniors will have their
Flea Market.
For tables, contact the
Parish Secretary at

212-832-6778.

Giue. yburself breah!
Let us do your laundry!

BOB’S BUBBLES
LAUNDROMAT
718-937-8796

Expertly washed, dried, and folded.

Incdudes sorting, spotting, detergent, bleach, and softener.
Special instructions accommodated.
Specializing in all sizes of comforters and down coats.
New customers get an extra-large nylon laundry bag FREE.

Jack Resnick, M.D. QUINN FUNERAL HOME

. . Thomas M. Quinn & Sons, Inc.
Board-Certified Internist, FACP
Specialist in Adult Medicine ASTORIA’S LANDMARK FUNERAL HOME
35-20 Broadway, LIC www.tmquinn.com 718-721-9200
Health Plans Accepted “The Most Preferred Funeral Home in Queens” —Queens Tribune
Aetna/USHeaIéhcare 2 1 2- House Calls
Empire Blue Cross
CIGNAGHIHP | 832-2310 | rorthe frail elder TONY SIANO SEAN ANDERSON
Multiplan y . . . .
Oxford and the homebound Vice President Manager » Astoria Resident
United Healthcare
Medicare
501 Main Street

Competitive Pricing — We Urge You to Compare — 100% Service Guarantee

Large Spacious Newly Renovated Facilities Off-Street Parking
Owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International 1929 Allen Pkway Houston TX 77019 713-522-5141

Roosevelt Island, N.Y. 10044
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Three-Piece Band and a

157% discount

on your bill (beverages excluded)

k=R 9
y Come enjoy our Qé"-
o)

Dinner Specials

SATULDAY
o STEAKFESTIVAL

» Cup ol Soup « Salad

TULESDAY
* MUSSELS DELIGHT
» Cup of soup « Small Salad

» Mussels with Linguine in a White Wine » Steak (each week a different fresh cut)
or Marinara Sauce » Potatoes & Vegetables

» Glass of Wine or Tap Beer » Glass of Wine or Tap Beer

$11.95 $21.95

WELEDNISDAY

& CHICKEN GALORE

» Cup ol Soup = Salad

» Baked Rosemary Chicken Country Style
+ Potatoes & Vegetables with 2 meatballs or sausage
» Glass of Wing or Tap Beer » Glass of Wine or Tap Beer

$12.95 510.95

SUNLAY
o PASTANIGHT

* Cup of Soup = Small Salad
* Chorce ol Pasta (homemade not included)

THUDSDAY — Wine Extravasanza
Cheese & Sausage Plate with any bottle of wine
10% Off all bottles of wine or wine by the glass

70-bottle wine list with rare & hard-to-find Italian varietals
Cannot be combined with any other offer

Hours: Sun-Thur, 11an-11ew; Fri-Sat., 11awmidnight
25-41 Broadway, Astoria

718.204.5002 - 718.204.5003 » Fax: 718.204.8724

Politics

It’s an OK subject at Trellis — as if any
Roosevelt Island resident needs our
permission for political talk in a
Trellis booth! No, all subjects are up

for grabs here, in all the diverse
languages of our great community.
At Trellis, we’re proud of our status
as a place to gather and chat, meet
old friends and make new ones, and
talk about everything under the sun.
See you at Trellis.

212-752-1517

At the heart of the community,
next to the historic Chapel of the Good Shepherd

Trellis: 6:00 a.m. to midnight,
7 days every week. We also deliver.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

FULLY INSURED
Painting, plastering, skimcoating *« Wallpapering
Expert carpentry « Kitchen & bathroom renovation  Tile work
Rivercross References

212 751-8214

Katherine Teets Grimm, M.D.

Board Certified Pediatrician and Pediatric Allergist
501 Main Street « Roosevelt Island « 212-753-5505

Think Ahead for Your Child’s Camp
Physical — Schedule It Now

Office Hours
Monday & Thursday « 9 a.m. -12 noon
Tuesday * 12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday & Friday * 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Coverage provided at all times, when office is closed,
by Dr. Grimm or by her group, Uptown Pediatrics.
We provide comprehensive health care to children and adolescents.
Dr. Grimm is also qualified to evaluate and treat allergy and asthma in adults.

Roosevelt Island Family
& Cosmetic Dentistry

. ] Delta Dental in-network participant
Our philosophy: Our office offers adults parficip

and children a Quality Dental Service with
gentleness, compassion, thoroughness, and
respect for their time at a moderate dental
cost. Services include Bonding, Veneers,
ZOOM! In-Office Bleaching, Implants.

Some of the Dental Plans we
accept toward payment:
21st Century, Cigna,
Aetna, Prudential, USHealthCare,
Guardian, First Fortis, etc.

]
VISA MasteTCard
_____|

Daytime Hours: Mon., Fri. 9-6; Tue., Wed. 12-5; Thur. 3-7
Evening Hours: Tue., Wed. 6-9

Lawrence Itskowitch, DDS, PC

Treating residents 24 years
501 Main Street « 212-752-8722

Se habla espanol!

'le

Repaind * Rentals * cfcceddonicd

M-F 10-7 « S-S 9-5 - MC/Visa
21 2 230 1 91 9 ?nyb?lgeheaven@yahoo.com

0 any single purchase
10 /0 Oﬁ of accessories with this coupon

$2 off any fare over $20
_Clip & Save this Coupon

1?718—-6-.2-6--—8000




